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The  E^itot  of  the  Handbook  for  Switzbrland,  Pibdhont , 

•  Savoy,  is  very  solicitous  to  be  favoured  with  corrections  of  any 

akes  and  omissions  which  may  be  discovered  by  persons  who  have 

e  use  of  the  book.    Those  communications  especially  will  be  welcomed 

ch  are  founded  upon  personal  knowledge,  and  accompanied  by  the 

ae  of  the  writer  to  authenticate  them.    Travellers  willing  to  make  such 

nmunications  are  requested  to  have  the  kindness  to  address  them  to  the 

dtor  of  the  Handbook,  care  of  Mr.  Murray,  Albemarle  Street. 


Caution  to  Travellers. — By  a  recent  Act  of  Parliament,  the  introduction 
Qto  England  of  foreign  pirated  Editions  of  the  works  of  British  authors,  in 
jirhich  the  copyright  subsists,  is  totally  prohibited.    Travellers  will  therefore 

bear  in  mind  that  even  a  single  copy  is  contraband,  and  is  liable  to  seizure  at 

the  English  Custom-house. 

Caxttion  to  Innkeepers  and  others. — The  Editor  of  the  Handbooks 
has  learned  from  various  quarters  that  a  person  or  persons  have  of  late  been 
extorting  money  from  innkeepers,  tradespeople,  artists,  and  others,  on  the  Con> 
tinent,  under  pretext  of  procuring  recommendations  and  favourable  notices  of 
them  and  their  establishments  in  the  Handbooks  for  Travellers.  The  Editor 
therefore  thinks  proper  to  warn  all  whom  it  may  concern,  that  recommenda- 
tiCns  in  the  Handbooks  are  not  to  be  obtained  by  purchase,  and  that  the 
persons  alluded  to  are  not  only  unauthorised  by  him,  but  are  totally  unknown 
to  him.  All  those,  therefore,  who  put  confidence  in  such  promises,  may  rest 
assured  that  they  will  be  defrauded  of  their  money  without  attaining  their 
object— 1851. 


*^*  Certificates  in  praise  of  Inns  must  be  signed  by  respectable  and 
Well-known  persons.  No  attention  can  be  p^id  to  letters  from  Hotel- 
keepers  in  praise  of  their  own  inns ;  no  letters  received  unless  pre-paid. 
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P  E  E  F  A  0  E. 


Thb  Handbook  for  Switzerland  has  now  reached  the  twelfth  edition,  and 
owes  its  success,  and  the  favour  of  travellers,  and  the  number  of  imitators 
it  has  found  in  France  and  Germany,  to  the  circumstance  that  its  informa- 
tion was  drawn  from  practical  knowledge  of  the  country,  gained  on  the 
spot;  and  that  it  was  not  a  mere  compilation  from  other  books.  The 
author,  in  the  first  instance  by  his  own  travels  through  the  country,  and 
afterwards  by  the  aid  of  experienced  editors  whom  he  has  called  in  to 
revise  the  book,  has  endeavoured  to  bring  down  the  information  of  every 
edition  to  the  time  of  its  appearance,  taking  note  of  all  changes  and 
improvements  that  have  occurred. 

The  Handbook  was  the  first  guide  which,  instead  of  stopping  short 
north  of  the  Great  Chain,  carried  travellers  down  to  the  more  sunny  and 
beautiful  peaks  and  valleys  of  the  Italian  Alps.  It  still  remains  the  only 
complete  single  Guide-book  for  Savoy  and  Piedmont,  as  well  as  for 
Switzerland.  These  regions,  previously  a  terra  incognita  to  Englishmen, 
are  now  equally  resorted  to  and  held  in  as  great  repute  for  the  b^uty  and 
grandeur  of  their  scenery. 

The  routes  in  the  Handbook  have  been  rearranged,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
suit  the  convenience  of  travellers — all  changes  and  improvements  in  roads, 
railways,  and  steamers  have  been  noticed — and  a  vast  number  of  new 
roads  ovct  little-known  Alpine  Passes  have  been  described  in  the  present 
and  preceding  editions.  Plans  of  the  principal  towns  are  added.  This 
edition  is  corrected  as  far  as  possible  up  to  the  time  of  publication,  and 
contains  notices  of  the  railways  which  now  bring  Switzerland  almost,  as  it 
were,  to  our  own  door. 

An  Index  has  been  prepared  for  the  Swiss  Handbook,  independent  of 
the  Section  relating  to  Savoy  and  Piedmont ;  and  as  each  is  furnished 
with  a  map,  the  two  parts  may  be  bound  up  separately  for  convenience, 
without  injuring  the  completeness  of  either. 

*^^  'The  Knapsack  Guide  to  Switzerland,  Savoy,  and  Piedmont,  2nd 
Edition,  Corrected,  1867,'  furnishes  a  more  portable  and  succinct  Guide  to 
those  countries. 
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▼ay),  by  Freyburg         .        .  144 

46  Berne  to  Lausanne,  by  Marat 

and  Avenohes  (Aventicum)    •  148 

48  Berne  to  Nenchdtel  and  Lau- 

sanne ....  151 

49  Bienne  to  Yvcrdwi  and  Lau- 

sanne, by  the  Lakes  of  Bienne 
and  Neuchdtel  {Railway)       .  155 

50  Neuch&tel  to  Chaux  de  Fonda 

and  Ze  Locle  {Rail.)      .        .158 

51  Pontarlier    (in    France)    to 

Neuch&tel,  bv  Troo^rs  (i2at7.)    160 

52  Tverdun,  or  Lausanne,  to  the 

Lao  de  Joux  .        .        .  162 

53  Lyons,  or  Macon,  to  Geneva 

(RaUway)      .        .        .        .164 

55  Geneva  to  Villenewe,  by  Zou- 

Sonne,  Vevay,  and  Chillon. 
Lake  of  Geneva  {RaUtoay)       .  176 

56  Yiileneuve  to  Skm  {RaUway)  .  186 

57  Geneva  to  Martigny,  by  Tho* 

non  and  Meillerie,  along  the 
south  shore  of  the  Lake  of 
Geneva        .        .        .        .193 

58  Bex  to  Sion«  by  lea  Diablerets 

and  Col  de  ChiviOe        .        .  195 

59  Passage  of  ihe  Simplon-^iiai 

to  Domod^Ossoh   .        .        .198 

60  Turtman    to    the  iBggisch- 

hom,  by  the  L&tsohsattel       .  204 

61  Yiesch  to  Crodo  in  Val  Anti- 

gorio,  by  the  Binnen  Thai  .  205 
Pass  of  the  Gries  —  Oberges* 
teln  to  Domo  d'Ossola,  by 
the  Val  Formaxza  {Pommat) 
•nd  Falls  of  the  Toaa  •  .207 
63  Pass  of  the  NUfenen  (Novena), 
from  Obemsteln  to  Airolo  .  209 

65  Ziirich  to  Rorschach  by  Rail' 

way^-^tGall        .        .        .210 

66  Ronchach  to  Coire,  by  Ragatz 

{RaiL)^Baths  of  Pfeffers      .212 
7  ^r^WMT  toCoire,by  Vadwf    .  220 
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68  Rorschach  or  St.  Gall  to  Gais 

and  Appenzell,  with  Excur- 
sions to  the  Weis^)ad,the  Wild- 
kirchlein,  and  the  Hoch  Sentis  221 

69  St  Gall  to  Uznach,  by  ffein- 

richsbad  and  fferisau     .        .  225 

7 1  Wyl  to  Coire-  The  Toggenburg  226 

72  Wesen,  or  Richterschwyl,  to 

Schwytz —  Einsiedeln —  JfcTor- 
garten 227 

73  Schwytz  to  Glarus,  by  Muotta, 

the  Pragel  Pass,  and  the 
KlOnthal        .        .        .        .231 

74  Wesen  to  Glarus  and  the  Baths 

of  Stachelberg         .        .        .  234 

75  Muotta  to  Stachelberg,  by  the 

Bisithal,  or  to  Altorf,  by  the 
KineigKtdm  .         .         .238 

76  Stachelberg  to  Altorf,  by  the 

KlausenPass  .        .        .  240 

77  Stachelberg  to  2>i:M;n«i8,  by  the 

Sand  Grot      .        .        .         .241 

78  Stachelberg  to  Brigels,  over 

the  Kistengrat       .        .        .  242 

79  Glarus    or     Stachelberg    to 

Reichenau — Richetli  tJiaSeg- 
nes  Passes      ....  243 

80  Glarus  to  Danz,  by  the  Pa- 

nixer  Pass     ....  244 

82  Coire,  up  the    Valley  of  ihe 

Vorder-Rhein,  to  Disentis,  and 
across  the  Ober^alp  to  An- 
dermatt        ....  246 

83  Amsteg  to  Disentis,  by  the 

Pass  of  the  ^fvt»/t       .        .  249 

84  Disends    to  Airolo,   by  the 

Uomo  Pass    ....  251 

85  Pass  of  the  Lukmanier  —  Di- 

sentis to  Olivone,  in  the  Val 
Blegno 251 

86  Bans  to  Olivone— the  Disrut 

and  Gretna    ....  25S 

87  Coire  to  Chiaoerma—Via  Mala 

--Pass  of  the  SplUgen     .        .  254 

88  Andeer  to  Casaccia,  by  the 

Aversthal,  F\ircula  and  Sep- 
iimer  Passes  ....  262 

89  Spliigen  to  Hans,  by  the  Pass 

of  the  Valserberg,  and  the 
Peter's  Thai         .        .        .  263 

90  Reichenau  to  Spliigen,  by  the 

Savienthal  and  Pass  of  the 
Lochliberg    ....  264 

91  Pass  of  the  ^^moftfth.— Spla- 

f^  to  ^^kuona,       ,        •  264 
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92  Pass  of  the  Julier^  from  Coire 

to  Sofnod&n .        •        •        •  267 

93  Coire  to  Samaden  in  the  En- 

gadine,  by  WeissensUin  and 
the  Albula  Pass   .        .        .270 

94  ChiaTenna  to  Samaden,  by  the 

Vai  Br$gaglia  and  the  Poui 
of  ike  Maloggia  or  Maloja    .  271 

95  The  Engadme,  —  Samaden  to 

Ifauders  and    the  Pass  of 
Finstermunx       .        •        .  273 

96  Pass    of    the    Bemina^    from 
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Samaden  in  the  Engadine, 
by  Pontresinaf  to  Tircmo  in 
the  Yalteline        .        .        .276 

98  The  Prdttigau ;  Coire  or  Ba- 
eats  to  SU89,  in  the  Enga- 
dine 281 

99  Coire  to  2>aoo8-P^  and  JTZos- 
«0r9~Pa8B  of  the  Strela        .  282 

100  Plaz  to  Stiss,  by  the  fUeh 
Pass 283 

101  Bludenz  to  the  Priltigan,  by 
the  Schweizerthor  Pass 
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HI  Domo  d'Ossola  to  Arona — 

Xo^  Maagiore      .        .         .  307 

112  Bomo  d'O^la  to  Looamo, 

by  Vol  Vegezzo  .        .        .311 

113  Beiliniona    to  Locarno  and 

Ma^admo     ....  312 

114  Bellinxona  to  Lugano  and 

Como,  by  Monie  Cenere        .  314 

115  Baveno  to  Zako  of  ComOf  by 

iMmo  and  Lake  of  Lugano    .  316 

116  Chiavenna  to  Lecco     .        .  321 

117  Arona  to  YaroUo  .        .        .323 

118  BaTeno  to  Varallo,  by  Lake 

of  Orta  or  by  Vol  Strona    .  326 

119  Varallo  to  Alagna-^Val  Seaia  329 
121  Vogogna  to  Macugnaga —  Vai 

330 


334 


122  liaeognaga     to    Visp,    by 

Maide  i£ro  and  8aas  . 

123  Varallo  to  Yal  Anmsoa,  by 

the  Vol  Mastahnef  or  by 
Vol  Senneata       •        .        • 
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the  IMo  and  Col  tfOtten, 
or  by  the  Cb/  di   Vol  JDob' 

MCI       .  •  •  « 

125  Greasonay  to  ChAtillon,  by 

the  Col  oeEemeola^  or  by  the 
BettaFteroa 


338 
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127  Visp  to  Zermatt^B^elberg 

— Qlaoier  Exounkm     . 

128  Zermatt  to  ChAtUUmoT  Gres- 

sonay— -^.  Thioduie  Pass    . 

129  St.  Nicholas  to  Evolena^  by 

the   7\irtnum  Thai  and  the 
Emfisch  Thai 

131  Aosta  to  Eyolena  and  Sion, 

by  the  Col  de  ColUm     . 

132  Evolena  to  Zermatt,  by  the 

Col(VErm  , 

134  Turin  to   Aosta  and    Cour^ 

mayeur,  by  Ivrea — Bteila. — 
The  Vol  cf  Aosta 

135  Martigny  to  Aosta. — Pass  of 

the  Qreat  St.  Bernard  . 
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the  THe  Noire     .        .        .410 
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142  Martignj  to  Chamoani,  hj 

the  Col  de  Balme         .        .  412 

143  Servoz  to  Geneva,  by  8ixt — 

the  Buet      ....  414 

144  Sixt  to  Moathey—Val  d^Hliez  416 

146  Aosta  to  PonU  in  VaWOrca^ 

by  CogM93iA  Val  Soanna   •  417 

147  Fonte  to  Villeneuvet  by  the 

Val  Savaranche    •        •        •  422 

148  Aosta  to  Bourg  St  Maurice^  in 

the  Tarentaise,  by  the  Val 
Orisanohe  and  Col  du  Mont  .  425 

149  Courmayeur    to    Boure  St 

Maurice,  by  the  Litue  St 
Bemard-^ine  Belvedere      .  428 

150  Sallenches  to  VH6pital  Con- 

flans  (AlberMlle%  by  Ugme 
and  Beaufort       .        •        .  480 

151  Geneva    to    ChamMnff    by 

Aix  ks  Bain8(nil)      .        .432 

152  Geneva  to  Aiguille,  on  the 

MontCenisroadybyAnnecy  435 

153  Lyons  to  Chambery,  by  Les 

Eohelles  or  Aiguebeilette        .  438 

154  Chambery  to  Turin  — Jfofrf 

Cents,  i^at/to  St  Michel    .442 

155  Mont  Cenis  to  Sosa,  bv  the 

Zittle  Mont  Cenis  and  the 
Col  de  Clairee       .        •        .446 

156  Chambery  to  Lanslebourg, 

by   the    TarentaUe  —  Col 
drIsiran-'Col  de  la  Leisse     .  449 
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157  Moutiers  Tarentaise  to  Lans* 

lebourg,by  the  Colde  Vanoise  454 

158  St  Jean  de  Maurienne  to 

Bourg  d'Oysans,  by  the  Col 
d^ArveSf  and  Ool  db$  Pri 
Noweau       ....  456 

159  Grenoble     to   Brian^on^   by 

Bourg  (fOysans  and  the  Col 
de  Lautaret         .        .        .  457 

160  Brian(^n   to  Susa,    by  the 

Pass  of  the  Mont  Oenevre    .  460 

161  Briangon  to  Pignerol,  by  the 

Col  de  SesitrHres  .        .        ,  462 

162  Pignerol  to  Mont  Dauphin, 

by  the  Valleys  of  the  Vaudoh 
and  the  Col  de  la  Croix       .  464 

163  Mont  Dauphin    to  Sahuzo, 

by  the  Col  de  la  Ihxoersette .  468 

165  Abri^  to  Cuneo,  by   Val 
Vraita  or  Val  Maira    .        .     471 

166  Cuneo  to  Embrun,  by  the  Col 

d'Argentiire  and  Barcelonette  473 

168  Digne,  in  the  Valley  of  the 
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Colmar  and  Aloe  •        .  477 

169  Barcelonette  to  Brian^on,  by 

the  Valley  of  the  Ubaye  and 

St  Veran     ....  479 

170  Brian^on,  or  Mont  Dauphin, 

to  Grenoble,  by  Val  Louise 
and  Xa  BSrarde  .        .        •  481 
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i  1.  PasSPOBTS  AHB  CuSTOM-HOnSBS. 

Thb  pesgport  system  is  abolished  in  Bavaria,  Belgium,  Demnark,  Holland, 
France,  Italy,  Prussia,  Spain,  Sweden,  Norway,  Switzerland,  and  Austria. 
KotwitJistanding  this  no  English  traveller  should  venture  abroad  for  a  journey 
of  any  length  without  a  passport  as  a  proof  of  his  nationality^  aud  as  a 
means  of  identification.  He  may  otherwise  be  marched  under  arrest,  for 
miles  along  a  hot,  dusty  road,  to  some  Sous  Pref8t*8  residence,  under  the 
ni8[»cioQ  of  his  not  being  an  Englishman  at  all.  A  passport  can  be  procured 
at  the  Foreign-Office,  Downing  Street,  by  leaving  or  sending  a  letter  of 
recommendation  from  any  M.P.,  or  London  banker,  magistrate,  clergyman, 
solicitor,  or  saigeoUf  and  calling  or  sending  the  next  day  for  the  passport^ 
for  which  a  fee  of  28.  is  charged.  The  visa  of  the  Austrian  ambassador  in 
London  is  no  longer  required. 

Those  who  have  not  time  or  a  servant  at  their  disposal  should  forward 
their  letters  of  recommendation  to  Lee,  440,  Strand,  or  to  Dorrell  and  Son, 
Id,  Ghaiing  Cross,  who  for  a  small  charge  will  procure  the  passports  and 
visas,  and  will  also  mount  the  passport  in  a  case,  which  some  travellers 
prefer. 

Cvstomnhotues. — ^The  Swiss  now  levy  import-dues  only  on  a  few  bulky 
articles,  and  no  examination  of  passeugers*  luggage  is  made  on  entering  or 
leaving  the  country.  Examinations  are  made  on  entering  France,  Italy^ 
Auatiu^  or  the  German  States. 


Xii  I  2.— -BOUTES  TO  swrrzEBLAin). 

§  2.  BouTES  TO  Switzerland — Skeleton  Toubs. 

There  ore  now  several  routes  by  which  Switzerland  may  be  very  speedily 
reached  from  London  : — 

a.  By  Basle  from  Paris  direct,  or  via  Mayence  or  Cologne,  and  cross  lines 
np  the  Rte. 
6.  By  Friedrichshafen,  via  Stattgard  and  Ulm. 

c.  By  Neuchatel,  via  Paris  and  Dole  the  shortest. 

d.  By  Geneva. 

a.  Basle  may  be  reached — 

London  to  Paris,  11  hours;  Paris  to  Basle  (railway  by  Troyes,  13^ 

hours  ;  by  Strasbourg  17  hours). 
London  to  Mavence  by  Dover,  Ostend,  and  Rhine  Railway,  25^  hours  ; 

Mayence  to  Basle  (railway)  9  hours.  Or 
London  to  Cologne  by  Antwerp,  28  hours  {  Cologne  to  Prankfort 

(steamer  and  railway),  15  hours  ;  Frankfort  to  Basle  (railway),  8^ 

hours  (or  through  to  Zurich,  11  hours). 
A  cheaper  but  slower  route  is  by  Rotterdam  and  the  Rhine. 

From  Basle  the  traveller  may  go— • 

To  Lucerne  (railway). 

To  Berne  (railway). 

To  iSiirich  (railway). 

To  Geneva  by  &enne,  Neuch&tel,  Lausanne,  &c.   (railways  -and 

steamer). 
To  Schaffhausen  (railway). 
To  Constance  (railway  and  steamer). 

h,  Fbiedrichshafbn  may  be  reached — 

London  to  Mayence,  25^  hours  ;  Mayence  to  Friedrichshafen,  12  hoars. 

London  to  Paris,  11  hours  ;  Paris  to  Friedrichshafen,  by  Forbach  and 
Ludwigshafen,  25^  hours.  This  is  a  very  pleasant  way  of  entering 
Switzerland.  From  Friedrichshafen  the  traveller  may  go  to  Zurich 
by  Romanshom  (steamer  and  railway),  or  to  Coire  by  railway. 

c.  Neuohatel  may  be  reached — 

London  to  Paris,  11  hours ;  Paris  to  Salins  by  Dijon,  9  hours  ;  Salina 
to  Neuch&tel,  about  50  miles,  by  rail  all  the  way.  This  is  the  most 
direct  and  quickest  route  to  Switserland. 

d,  Geneva  may  be  reached — 

London  to  Paris,  11  hours;  Paris  to  Geneva  by  Macon  (rulwaj), 
14^  hours, 
a  or  5  will  be  adopted  by  those  who  wish  to  visit  first  Lucerne  or  the 
Bernese  Oberland ;  d  by  those  who  aim  at  Chamonni  and  Zermatt. 

The  traveller  with  his  knapsack  who  requires  no  more  than  a  night's 
lodging  at  Paris  may  drive  at  once  to  one  of  the  inns  opposite  the  terminus 
of  me  Ghemin  de  Fer  de  I'Est ;  whence  he  will  have  to  start  in  the  morning^ 
if  he  travels  by  routes  a,  c,  or  d. 

For  the  guidance  of  travellers,  skeleton  tours  are  here  given,  adapted 
to  the  convenience  and  taste  of  persons  of  different  degrees  of  bodily 
strength,  and  using  different  modes  of  conveyance. 
The  two  first  tours  are  tolerably  complete ;  other  tours  are  framed  so 
'  to  show  what  may  be  done  within  a  given  time ;  but  no  sounder  advice 
Q  be  given  to  ''those  who  desire  real  and  thorough  enjoyment  in.  tra- 
Uins  than  carefully  to  abstain  from  doini;  all  that  can  be  done  in  the 
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time  at  their  disposal.  The  grandest  scenes  of  nature  cannot  be  fully 
apprehended  at  a  glance,  and  the  impression  which  will  be  retained  of 
sablime  objects  seen  repeatedly,  and  under  varying  conditions  of  weather 
and  light,  ¥rill  be  far  more  prized  than  the  crowd  of  imperfect  images  that 
can  alone  be  carried  away  by  a  weary  traveller  in  the  course  of  an  always 
hurried  advance  from  one  place  to  another. 

Each  traveller  must,  however,  decide  for  himself  the  spots  in  which  he 
may  choose  to  halt,  and  the  following  outlines  may  conveniently  be  used 
for  any  portion  of  the  alpine  chain  which  it  is  desired  to  explore.  The 
diffictdt  passes  are  not  included,  as  those  who  are  able  to  cross  them  ought 
to  be  prepared  by  previous  training  and  knowledge  of  the  country. 

A.— TovB  FOB  Pebsonb  who  do  tsot  bide:  about  six  weeks  of  easy 
travelling.  Those  portions  which  cannot  be  traversed  in  a  carriage 
are  marked  as  Char-rood.  A  few  easy  excursions,  which  may  be 
aooomplished  in  a  chaUe  a  pcfieuvy  are  given  in  italics. 


Basle. 

MunsterthaL 

Bienne. 

Wdasenstein. 

Lucerne. 

^6gg^  by  steamer. 

Ascend  kighi,  and  return, 

Flaelen,  by  steamer. 

BriTe  to  Altorf^  and  retam. 

Lnoeme,  by  steamer  or  road. 

Than,  by  Entlebuch. 

Inierlaken,  by  steamer. 

Lauterbnmnen,  and  thence  to  Grin- 

delwald,  by  char;  returning  to  In- 

terlaken. 
Briens,  by  steamer. 
Beichenbiach,  by  char. 
yvit  Gietbachf  and  retnm  to  Inter- 

laken. 
Thon. 
Bern. 
Freybuig. 
T^HMnne. 
Genera. 
Sellenches. 
Chamooni,  by  char. 
Mwtancert, 

Hetnrn  to  Geneva. 
VcY»y,  by  steamer. 


Chillon.     (Hotel  Byron.) 

Bex.    (Making  an  excursion  by  char 

to  Sepey,  in  the  Yal  des  Ormonds, 

and  returning  to  the  high  road  at 

Aigle. 
Sierre,  by  liartieny  and  Sion. 
Excorsion  by  cnar  to  the  Baths  of 

Leuk,  and  return  to  high  road. 
Brieg. 

Domo  d*  Ossola,  by  Simplon. 
Baveno. 

Borromean  Islands. 
Luino,  by  boat. 
Lugano. 
Boat  to  Forlezza;  thence  by  char  to 

Menaggio,    and   by  boat   to   Va* 

renna  or  Bellagio. 
Chiavenna. 
Andeer,  by  Spliigen. 
Coire. 
Sargans,  visiting    on    the   way  the 

Baths  of  Ffeffers. 
Wallenstadt 
Wesen. 
Carriage     to     Rappersohwyl,     and 

steamer  on  Lake  of  Zurich. 
Schaffhausen. 
Constance. 
Frie^chshafen,  by  steamer. 


B.— The  foregoing  Boate  may  be  varied  by  going  at  first  from  Basle 

to  Ziirich  by  Railway. 


Hotgen,  Zog,  and  Immensee. 
Ascmd  the  Bighi  and  descend  to  Weggis. 
^oelen,  by  steamer, 
laceme. 

Sameo,  &C.,  hy  the  Srunig :  carriage 
road  to  Beichenbach  and  Brienu 


ef>: 1 t.  1 t.-^A-\ 


Interlaken. 

Lauterbnmnen  and  Grindelwald,  re- 
turning to 
Interlaken. 

(Than,  &o.,  as  in  preceding  route.) 


xiv 


§  2, — SKELETOH"  TOURS. 


C. — Route  by  Beidle-paths  and  Carriage-boads,  including  most  of 
the  remarkable  scenery  of  the  Central  Alps.  Three  months.  It  is 
assumed  that  wherever  there  is  a  good  carriage-road  it  should  be  used. 
A  few  excursions  on  foot  are  given  in  italics. 


Basle  to  Lucerne,  bj  Railway;  or  by 

Schaffhauseu  and  Zurich. 
Ascend  the  Rigi  from  Arth  or  Im- 

mensee. 
Descend  to  Weggis. 
Return  to  Lucerne. — Mount  Pilate. 
By  Stanz  to  Engelberg*. 
By  Surenen  Pass  to  Altdorf. 
By  Andermatt  to  Hospital. 
Pass  of  the  Furca  to  the  QrimseL 
Excursion  to  the  Lower  Glacier  of 

the  Aar. 
Baths  of  Reichenbach. 
Pass  of  the  Scheideok. 
Paulhom. 
Grindelwald. 
Excursion  to  the  Lower  Glacier  of 

Grindelwald. 
Wen^m  Alp  to  Lauterbrunnen. 
Miirren  and  Fall  of  Sohmadribach. 
Interlaken. 
Excursion  to  the  Giesbach,  and  back. 

— ^Wimmis  and  ascent  of  Niesen. 
Thun, 

Saanen,  by  the  Simmenthal. 
Vevey,  by  the  Dent  de  Jaman. 
Chillon,  &c. 
Lausanne. 
Geneva. 

Excursion  to  the  Sal^ve. 
Sallenches. 
Chamouni. 
Montanvert. 

Martigny. 

Orsi^res. 

Cormayeur,  by  Col  de  Ferret 

Ascmt  of  ike  Cramont, 

Aosta. 

Excursion  to  the  Hospice  of  the  St 

Bernard,  and  return. 
Ch&tillon. 
St  Jean  de    Gressonay,   by  Brus- 

sone 
Mollia,'  by  Riva  and  the  Col  di  VaJ 

Dobbia. 
Varallo. 
Orta. 

Excursion  to  the  Motterone. 
Yanzone  in  the  Val  AniMj^cai  by  Vo- 

gogna. 
kiacugnaga. 


•  Matmark  or  Saas,  hy  the  Monte  Moro, 

Sion. 

Evolena. 

St.  Luc,  in  Einfisch  Thai. 

Gruben,  in  Turtman  ThiJ. 

St.  Niklaus. 

Zermatt 

RiflFelberg  and  Gomer  Grat. 

Agcent  to  Schwxrze  See  and  ffdmli, 

Visp,  in  the  valley  of  the  Rhone. 

Bel  Alp. 

iSggischhom  HoteL 

Ascend  the  Aeggischhom, 

Brieg. 

Dome  d'Ossola,  by  Simplon,    ' 

Baveno. 

Borromean  Isles. 

Luino. 

Lugano. 

Excursion  to  Monte  Salvatore. 

By  Porlezza  and  Menaggio  to  Bel- 

lagio,  on  the  Lake  of  Como. 
Yarenna. 

Lecco,  by  the  Yal  Sassina. 
Como,  by  Erba. 
Colico,  by  steamer. 
Chiavenna. 
Andeer,  by  Spliieen. 
Coire,  by  Via  Mala. 
Ragatz  and  Pfeffers. 
Wesen,  by  Wallenstadt. 
Stachelberg. 

Altdorf,  by  E[lausen  Pass. 
Schwytz. 

Glarus,  by  Muotta  Thai. 
St  Gall. 
Rorschach. 
Friedrichshafen. 

*  Those  who  fear  to  undertake  the 
Pass  of  the  Moro  may  vary  the  route 
by  returning  from  Macugnaga  to  Yo- 
gogna,  proceeding  thence  by  steamer 
on  the  Lago  Maggiore  to  Locarno  or 
Magadino,  and  thence  bv  Bellinzona 
and  Airolo  over  the  Niifenen  Pass  to 
Obergesteln  in  the  Upper  YaJais. 
From  Obergesteln  to  the  iBggisch- 
horn,  thence  to  Zermatt  returning  to 
Yisp  and  Brieg,  and  thence  by  the 
Simplon  to  Dome  d'Ossola.  The  above 
route  would  be  rejoined  at  Ba,yeno. 
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D. — ^TouB  OF  14  OB  16  Datb,  hard  travelling  and  fine  weather. 


Schaffhansen. 
Rhine  PalL 
Zurich.     Or 
Friediichahftfen. 
1<  Bomanshom. 
(Ziig'.    Or 
<BaSe. 
I  Lucerne^ 
2  BigL 
gfAltorfc 
(Andermatt 

4  GrimaeL 

5  Reichenbach  and  Rosenlaui. 

6  By  Grindelwald  to  Wengem  Alp. 


Days. 

7  By  Lauterbrunnen  and  Interlaken 

to  Fr&tigen. 

8  By  Gemini  to  Leukerbad. 

9  Martigny  and  Col  de  Bahne. 
101 

ll>ChamoiinL 

13  Geneya. 

14  Tour  of  the  Lake  to  Lausanne. 

15  Bern. 

16  Basle. 

3,  4,  and  5  may  be  shortened  to  one 
day  by  crossing  the  Briinig  to  Mey- 
ringen. 


E. — ^TouB  FOB  MoDBBATB  Fbdebtbiaks,  keeping  to  the  higher  parts  of 
the  Swiss  and  Savoy  Alps.  It  is  assumed  that  some  days  of  rest  should 
be  allowed  to  intervene,  and  that  the  passes  or  ascents  marked  in  italics 
should  not  be  attempted  except  in  settled  fine  weather,  and  with  ex- 
perienced guides. 

Dayi. 

21  Baths  of  Leuk,  by  Gemmi  Pass. 

22  Ascend  the  Ibrrenthom, 

23  By  Viesch,  or  by  the  Lotschsattel, 
to  Hotel  on  the  .^gnschhom. 

241  JBggischhom,    Aletsch    Glacier, 

25  j   Sec 

26  To  Saas,  by  Viesch  and  Yisp. 

27  Excursion  to  Fee  Alp;  sleep  at 
Matmark. 

28  Macngnaga  by  Monte  Moro. 

29  Excursion  to  Macugnaga  Glacier. 

30  Sleep  at  Vanzone. 

31  Yarallo,  by  Yal  Kastalone. 

32  Alagna. 

33  £xc.  to  FQe  Alp  and  Yaldi  Bouts. 
84  Gressoney,  by  Col  d'OUen  or  Col 

di  Val  Dobbia. 

35  Ascend  the  Grauhaupt, 

36  Breuil,  6y  the  CimM  Bhnchet,  or  in 
two  days  by  Brussone  and  Cha- 
tillon. 

37  To  Riffelberg  Hotel,  &y  iA«  7%M^« 
Pass. 

38] 

39 1  Excursions  about  Zermatt 

40) 

41  Sleep  at  St.  I^colas. 

42  By  Turtnumthai  and  Mnden  Pats  io 
Luc, 

43  Arpitetta  AlpandZinaL 

44  Evolena,  by  Torrent  Pass. 


1  Friedrichshafen    by    steamer   to 

Rorschach;  thence  by  rail  to 
Ragatz;  visit  Pfaffers;  sleep  at 
Coire. 

2  Diligence  to  Lens,  walk  over  the 

Albnla  Pass  to  Ponte;  sleep  at 
Samaden. 

3  Visit     Rosegg     or    Mortiratsch 

Glader;  sleep  at  Pontresina. 

4  Ascend  the  Pit  Languard. 

5  To  Casaocia,  by  Maloya  Pass. 

6  Acdeer,  by  Ix>rcella   Pass    and 

Avers  Thai. 

7  Via  Mala  to  Reichenau  or  Films. 

8  To  v^m^  by  Segues  Pass. 

9  Baths    of   Staohelberg,   by    the 

RichetH  Pass. 

10  Excursion  to  Sand  Alp. 

11  Kkmaeoi  Pass  to  Altorf. 

12  Surenen  Pass  to  Ei^elberg. 

13  Momi  the  Ttt/ts,  and  sleep  at  the 

Ida  on  the  Enjgstlen  Alp. 

14  To  Im  Hofy  anaGrimsel  Hospice. 
15\Side]kom  and  Oberaar  Glacier. 
16 /Glacier  of  the  Rhone. 

17  StnAleck  Pats  to  Grindelwsld. 

18  Imi  on  the  Wengem  Aln. 

19  By  Lanterbrunnen  to  tne  chAlet 

of  the  Steinberg  Alp. 
^  To  Kandersteg,  hy  the   Jlschtigel 
Ohoier  end  Oasteren  J%al 
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Days. 

45  Col  de  Colhn  to  Prerayen, 

46  Valpellina  to  Aosta. 

47  Cormayeur. 

48  Ascend  the  Cramont. 

491  To  Chamouni,  by  Ool  de  Bon- 
50  J  homme,  &c. 


DftJB. 

51)BreTen. 
52  yjardm. 

From  10  to  14  days  additional 
should  be  allowed  for  rest  and  de- 
tention by  bad  weather. 


§  3.   MOKET. 

The  coinage  of  Switzerland,  by  a  decree  of  the  Diet  of  1850,  has  been 
reduced  to  conformity  with  that  of  France.  The  current  money  is  francs 
and  centimes,  and  accounts  are  now  kept  in  these,  the  old  Swiss  batz  being 
no  longer  a  legal  tender.  This  new  and  uniform  coinage  for  the  whole  of 
Switzerland  is  distinguished  by  the  word  Helvetia  on  the  obverse,  and  is 
amongst  the  best  in  Europe. 

The  silver  coins  consist  of  pieces  of  5  francs,  2  francs,  1  franc,  and  ^ 
franc  (50  centimes).  The  small  coins  consist  of  pieces  of  5, 10,  and  20 
centimes,  struck  in  base  metal,  and  easier  to  carry  than  French  or  English 
copper.  Centimes  are  sometimes  called  rappen.  The  old  batz  was  worth 
15  centimes.    The  old  or  Swiss  franc  was  a  French  franc  and  a  half. 

Previously  to  this  salutary  change  there  was  hardly  a  country  in  Europe 
which  had  so  complicated  a  currency  as  Switzerland.  Almost  every  canton 
had  a  coinage  of  its  own,  and  those  coins  that  were  current  in  one  canton 
would  not  pass  in  the  next ;  and  as  a  change  is  contemplated  in  England, 
it  may  be  interesting  to  know  that,  within  six  months  after  the  new  system 
was  introduced,  all  trace  of  the  old  denominations  was  gone,  except  that  the 
expression  "  franc  de  France,"  instead  of  "  franc,"  was  common.  In  re- 
mote districts  the  children  begging  screamed  for  centimes  as  if  they  had 
never  heard  of  any  other  coin. 

French  Napoleons  and  francs,  current  all  over  Switzerland,  are  the  best 
money  the  traveller  can  take  with  him ;  but  English  sovereigns  and  bank- 
notes are  usually  taken  at  inns  throughout  Switzerland  and  on  the  Italian 
lakes,  at  a  value  of  25  francs. 

A  very  safe  method  of  taking  money  is  by  circular  notes  issued  by 
Ooutts  &  Co.,  Herries  &  Co.,  the  London  and  Westminster  Bank,  and  other 
banks,  payable  at  all  the  large  towns  in  Europe.  They  may  be  procured 
for  any  sum  from  lOZ.  upwards. 

The  coinage  of  Piedmont  and  Lombardy  is  the  same  as  that  of  France ; 
but  the  old  coinage  of  Piedmont,  and  Austrian  zwanzigers,  are  still  in  cir- 
culation in  the  remoter  districts. 

$  4.  MEA817RE8. — ^DISTAKOES. — ELEOTBIO  TBLEOAAPH  8TBTEM« 

In  1848  by  the  New  Federal  Constitution  it  was  decreed  that  the  Svnss 

foot  should  consist  of  30  centimetres,  or  ^ths  of  a  French  metre : — that 

16,000  of  these  feet,  or  4800  metres,  should  go  to  a  Swiss  Uagus  a«  2  Eng. 

miles,  7  furlongs,  190  yards  s.  2*983  Eng.  miles : — 23jL  Swiss  leagues 

to  a  degree.    A  Swiss  post  is  3  Swiss  leagues  ■«  9  Eng.  nmes,  nearly. 

1  Swiss  pied  =  10  pouces  =100  lignes  =  1000  traits. 

Upon  this  authentic  basis  the  measurement  of  distances  on  the  roads  of 
Switzerland  has  been  commenced,  and  league-posts  have  been  partially 
erected. 

On  most  maps  the  heights  above  the  sea-level  are  indicated  in  Pte^s  de 
^aris.  or  Old  French  feet 
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1  Bietre  .    .    .     = 
1  kilometre .     .     = 
1  Old  French  foot  = 
1  Fmch  league      = 
1  Swlas  league  )     _ 
or  Stxmde     .  j     " 
1  Swiaa  Po6t      .     = 
1  Swiat  arpent  . 
1  Swiss  pound  • 
1  Piedmont  mile 
1  German  mile  . 


3*281  Eng.  feet  = 

0-621  Eug.  mile  s 

1-066  Eng.  foot  r= 

2*485  EDg.  miles  = 

2*983  Eng.  miles  = 

=  3*00    Swiss  atundes 

=  0*89    Eog.  acres    = 

=  1-102  lb.  avoird.    = 

=  1-503  Eng.  mile     = 

=  4-602  Eng.  miles   «= 


3  feet  3  inches,  nearly. 

3-5ths  or  5-8th8  of  a  mile,  nearly. 

1  foot  1  inch,  nearly. 

2^  miles,  nearly. 

3  miles,  nearly. 

9  miles,  nearly. 

9-lOths  of  an  acre,  nearly. 

^  Fr.  kilog.  =  1  lb.  1  oc„  nearly. 

1^  mile  and  57  yards. 

4^  miles,  nearly. 


Tables  of  Measures. 


Mtees  to  English  Feet 


Metres. 


1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


EngllsliFeet 


j  Aocorete. 

3-2809 

6-5618 

9-8427 

13-1236 

16-4045 

19-6864 

22 •9653 

26-2472 

29*5281 


Approx. 

3J 

6i 

9« 
13 

16} 

19| 

23 

26} 

29| 


French  Feet  to  EngUab  Feet 


French 
Feet 


1 
2 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 


English  Feet 


Accnrate. 


1 

2 
3 

4 


0658 
1315 
1973 
2631 
5-3288 
6*3946 
7-4604 
8*5261 
9-5919 


Approx. 
1 
2 
3 


3 

8* 
9* 


An  approxiouite  my  of  reducing  French  ft.  to  English  ft.  is  to  add  ^th. 


Kilometres*  to  English  Miles. 

Centimetres  to  Inches. 

Knometre. 

English 
Miles. 

Kilometre. 

English 
Miles. 

OenU- 
metres. 

Inches. 

Approx. 

Approx. 

Aocor&te. 

Approx. 

1 

h 

8 

5 

1 

-394 

3| 

2 

H 

9 

5i 

2 

-788 

} 

3 

If 

10 

6 

3 

1-181 

1 

4 

2* 

20 

12} 

4 

1-575 

H 

5 

3 

30 

18} 

5 

1-969 

2 

6 

3* 

40 

24f 

6 

2-362 

2i 

7 

4* 

50 

31 

7 
8 

2-756 
3*150 

2i 
3 

9 

3-543 

3} 

Lesgues  to  Miles. 

Square  Measure. 

LesgiWL 

English  Miles. 

Acres. 

Aocnrate. 

Approx. 

Accurate. 

Appro 

ac. 

1  French  league 

2-485 

2* 

1    1  Swiss  arpent 

0-89 

i 

1  Swiaa  league 

2-983 

3 

1  hectare 

-27456 

1  Swim  stunde 

3-28 

8J 

iSwiMpoal 

3  Swiss  leagues 

9 

^  )  ](ilo9Mre  ?ss  4  ftirloncpi  213  yards  I  Iboi  U  Inches. 
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Temperature 

. 

Temperature. 

Fahr. 

Gent. 

Reaumur. 

Fahr. 

Cent. 

Reaumur. 

o 

o 

1 

0 

o 

0 

0 

212 

100 

80 

80 

26'7 

21-3 

200 

93-3 

74-7 

70 

21-1 

16-9 

150 

65-6 

52-4 

60 

15-6 

12-4 

140 

60-0 

48-0 

50 

10-0 

8-0 

130 

54-4 

43-6 

40 

4-4 

3-6 

120 

48-9 

39-1 

30 

-   1-1 

-   6-9 

110 

43-3 

34-7 

20 

*  -   6-7 

-  5-3 

100 

37-8 

30-2 

10 

-12-2 

-   9-8 

90 

32-2 

25-8 

0 

-17-8 

-14-2 

The  distances  in  this  work  have  been  reduced  to  English  miles,  which 
are  always  to  be  understood  wherever  the  word  mile  alone  is  used. 

To  calculate  the  distance  along  the  mountain-paths  is  almost  hopeless. 
In  this  work,  therefore,  the  distances  along  the  mountain-paths  have  been 
reckoned  as  the  natives  reckon  them,  in  hours^  meaning  thereby  the  dis- 
tance which  a  mule  with  an  ordinary  load  usually  travels  in  an  hour ;  and 
this  is  to  be  understood  whenever  the  word  hou7'  alone  is  used. 

The  hour  of  course  varies  according  to  the  nature  of  the  ground.  In  very 
steep  ascents  it  does  not  exceed  2  miles,  in  lesser  acclivities  2^  miles ;  but 
on  the  mountains  it  is  never  more  than  2^  miles.  It  has  been  ascertained 
by  an  experienced  Alpine  traveller  that  to  clear  2  miles  an  hour  up  a 
steep  mountain  requires  very  good  walking.  An  active  walker  will  gain 
6  or  10  minutes  an  hour  on  mules  during  an  ascent,  and  still  more  on  the 
descent ;  but  persons  not  accustomed  to  exertion,  or  unused  to  mountain 
work,  will  find  difficulty  in  keeping  up  with  the  mules  when  the  ascent 
is  steep.  The  mules  are  nearly  as  lon^  on  the  descent  as  on  the  ascent ; 
and  therefore  no  difference  is  made  in  the  ordinary  reckoning  of  distances 
whether  the  path  be  up  or  down  hill.  It  may  be  noted  once  for  all,  that, 
when  nothing  to  the  contrary  is  stated  in  the  text,  the  time  given  in  the 
following  pages  for  going  from  one  place  to  another  by  a  mountain  path 
may  be  reduced  by  one-fifth  in  the  case  of  active  pedestrians  who  are  able 
to  maintain  their  pace  throughout  the  entire  distance. 

The  sudden  and  almost  simultaneous  establishment  of  the  electric 
telegraph  along  all  the  great  high  roads  of  the  country  was  very  remark- 
able. There  is  now  scarcely  a  second-rate  town  or  village  that  is  not  thus 
connected ;  and  from  any  of  them  a  message  not  exceeding  20  words  can  be 
sent  for  1  fr.,  21  to  50  for  2  frs.,  51  to  100  for  3  frs.,  to  any  part  of  Switzerland. 
Luxurious  or  anxious  travellers  can  thus,  before  starting  in  the  morning, 
secure  quarters  for  the  night,  or  even  order  their  dinner  beforehand.  The 
mode  of  arranging  the  wire  is  excessively  primitive  and  economical,  but 
seems  to  be  effectual.  It  is  stated  that  the  insulation  of  the  wires  is  not 
affected  by  their  beuig  covered  with  snow,  and  in  many  instances  they  are 
in  contact  with  the  foliage  of  trees. — ^It  is  singular  and  striking  to  see  the 
telegraphic  wires  stretched  from  rock  to  rock  along  the  shores  of  the  lake 
of  Lucerne,  and  surmounting  the  steep  ascent  and  gloomy  solitudes  of 
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the  Griea  and  other  Alpine  Passes.    The  central  oflSce  of  the  Telegraph 
18  at  Zofingen  (Bte.  4.) 

Postal  ReffulationB : — ^A  uniform  posti^  of  10  c.  for  letters  below  10 
grammes,  if  not  prepaid  15  cents.  For  distances  within  2  leagues  5  c.  For 
kttera  and  paroeb  not  exceeding  250  gr.  (i  lb.)  20  c. 


S  5.  MODES  OF  TBATELLIKa  IH  SWITZERLAKD. — ^POSTING. 

The  means  of  travelling  in  Switzerland  have  been  greatly  improved  and 
increased  within  the  last  30  years.  The  high  rosds  are  excellent,  and 
those  over  the  Alps  are  marvels  of  engineering  skill.  Where  railways 
are  not  made,  diligences  run  ;  and  since  1823,  when  the  first  experiment 
with  steam  was  made  on  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  every  one  of  the  large 
lakes  is  navigated  by  steamboats. 

The  Federal  Grovemment  adopted  in  1852  a  geueral  and  uniform 
system  of  Posting  (Extrapost),  which  has  been  introduced  into  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  all  the  great  roads  are  now  supplied  with  post-horses, 
except  where  the  railways  have  been  completed.  There  is  still  however 
difficulty  in  posting  into  Italy,  except  over  the  St.  Gotthard ;  and  in  Savoy. 
Full  information  respecting  the  posting  system  may  be  obtained  from  the 
Official  Swiss  Post  Book  {Tarif  Suisse  de  la  Paste  aux  Chevattx)^  or  the 
smaller  Sxtra  Post  Tariff  which  every  traveller  ought  to  procure  on 
entering  Switzerland. 

Hones  are  charged  4  fr.  each  per  poet  of  9  miles.  Posthoy^s  pay,  according 
to  tariff,  is  1  fr.  50  c.  for  1  or  2  horses ;  2  fr.  for  3  horses ;  2  fr.  50  c.  for  I 
horses  per  post ;  but  if  he  behaves  well  it  is  usual  to  give  him  4  fr.  or  the 
price  of  a  horse :  price  for  Carriage^  when  furnished,  2  fr.  per  post. 

The  horses  and  harness  are  generally  good;  the  postboys  tolerably 
skilful,  but  they  get  over  the  ground  very  slowly.  The  regulation  pace  is 
a  post  in  1  hour  30  min.,  or  6  miles  an  hour,  and  is  not  often  exceeded. 
Upon  certain  stages  up  hill  the  tariff  compels  you  to  take  an  extra  horse, 
or  leader  (ren/br*),  or  to  pay  for  it  if  not  taken,  sometimes  with  very  little 
apparent  reason.  There  is  very  little  trouble  in  posting  ;  the  prices  are 
fixed,  and  the  postboy's  pay  is  included. 

Since  the  extension  of  railways,  it  has  become  very  unusual  to  bring  a 
carriage  trom  England,  and  such  a  thing  as  a  regular  travelling-carriage  is 
seldom  seen  in  Switzerland.  Those  who  wish  to  be  luxurious,  and  do  not 
mind  the  expense  and  in  many  instances  the  inconvenience  of  having  a 
carriage  attached  to  them,  may  hire  a  carriage  for  the  journey  at  Geneva, 
Zurich,  Lucerne,  or  occasionally  at  other  towns  in  Switzerland. 

In  hiring  a  Swiss  carriage  for  the  journey  let  the  traveller  ascertain, 
before  he  concludes  the  bargain,  under  what  class  the  vehicle  would  be 
ranged  by  the  posting  laws,  and  what  number  of  horses  will  be  required 
to  <baw  it. 

It  is  a  great  convenience  in  Switzerland  for  a  solitary  traveller  that  he 
may  post  in  a  car  with  one  horse,  the  charges  being  per  post — for  1  horse, 
4  fr. ;  car,  2  fr. ;  postboy,  1  fr.  60  c. ;  but  an  extra  trinkgeld  is  expected. 

TdU  for  the  roads  and  bridges  are  abolished  throughout  Switzerland, 
and  the  owners  indemnified. 
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Well-appointed  Diligences^  though  not  very  fast,  running  at  convenient 
hours  and  very  moderate  fares,  traverse  almost  every  road  in  Switzerland 
daily  where  railways  have  not  heen  laid  down,  and  connect  the  chief  rly. 
stats,  with  the  places  in  their  vicinity.  The  result  is,  that  a  great  numher 
of  persons  travel  by  them  in  preference  to  the  voiturier^s  carriage,  whose 
prices  are  also  kept  down  by  the  competition  of  the  diligences.  The 
serious  objection  is,  that,  except  from  the  coup6,  very  little  of  the  beauty 
of  the  country  is  seen  by  those  who  travel  by  them. 

They  belong  to  the  Federal  Government,  are  managed  by  persons  officially 
appointed,  and  are  attached  to  the  post-office,  as  in  Germany,  conformably 
with  an  enactment  of  the  new  Swiss  Constitution  of  1848.  A  list  of 
diligences,  &c.  (Kursanzeiger,  Indicateur  des  Services  Suisses),  is  to  be 
bought  at  the  offices  for  a  few  sous.  The  places  are  numbered,  and  all 
bag^e  exceeding  a  certain  fixed  weight  is  charged  extra,  and  often  greatly 
ipcreases  the  expense  of  this  mode  of  conveyance,  which  is  one  reason 
among  many  why  travellers  should  reduce  their  baggage  to  the  smallest 
possible  compass.  The  public  conveyances  are  now  quite  as  well  organised 
as  i»  Germany. 
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The  oonductoTB,  especially  with  a  small  additional  fee,  are  generally 
dnl ;  the  clerks,  &c.,  at  the  diligence  ofiSces  are  occasionally  insolent  and 
diaobli^ng.  The  diligences,  as  in  France,  are  horsed  with  the  post-horses^ 
and  go  from  the  same  ofSces,  so  that  there  is  no  remedy  in  the  case  of 
jumoyanoe  or  incivility  except  to  take  a  voiturier. 

There  is  a  very  convenient  plan  adopted  as  to  places.  The  diligence 
offices  will  hook  any  number  of  passengers  up  to  a  certain  hour.  When 
the  time  for  starting  arrives,  all  the  luggage  and  as  many  passengers  as 
the  vehicle  will  hold  are  put  into  the  diligence,  which  is  far  superior  to 
the  French  diligence,  ana  the  rest  of  the  passengers  are  sent  by  other 
carriages,  called  "supplements,"  or  "  beiwagen,**  of  which  there  are  often 
3  or  4.  If  there  is  a  party  of  4  or  5,  they  can  generally  get  a  supplement 
to  themselves,  and  travel  very  comfortably,  except  that  the  supplement  is 
usually  dianged  at  every  stage.  Unless  at  the  place  from  which  the 
diligenoe  starts,  it  is  useless  to  take  places  for  the  coup^,  for  at  the  inter- 
mediate stations  the  coup^  is  often  found  full,  and  the  traveller  proceeds 
in  a  supplement.  The  pace  along  level  ground  never  exceeds  6  miles  an 
hour ;  at  the  smallest  symptom  of  a  hill  this  falls  to  a  walk :  down  hill 
tbey  occasionally  go  rather  faster ;  and  to  those  who  have  not  become 
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hardened  by  nee  it  is  rather  a  nervous  thing  to  see  the  heavy  diligence 
turn  round  the  comers  of  the  zigzags  in  the  face  of  precipices,  with  the 
reins  of  the  6  horses  flying  loose,  and  the  horses  apparently  under  no 
control.  The  horses  however  know  the  load,  and,  except  in  snow,  an 
accident  is  seldom  heard  of. 

The  conductor's  fee  and  the  postilion's  trinkgeld  are  included  in  the  fare. 

Travellers  in  Switzerland  will  frequently  be  glad  to  avail  themselves  of 
the  public  conveyances  to  forward  their  luggage  from  one  place  to  another, 
while  they  are  making  pedestrian  excursions  among  the  mountains.  In 
such  cases,  they  have  only  to  book  their  packages  at  the  coach-office,  after 
carefully  addressing  them,  and,  in  some  cases,  entering  a  specification  of 
their  value  in  a  printed  form.  They  will  then  receive  a  receipt,  and  tlie 
article  will  be  forwarded  and  taken  care  of  until  claimed. 

In  making  application  for  packages  so  consigned,  as  well  as  for  letters  at 
the  post-office,  the  Englishman  should  present  his  name  printed  or  very 
legibly  written,  as  our  pronunciation  is  frequently  unintelligible  to  foreigners, 
and  without  this  precaution  the  applicant  may  be  told  that  his  luggage 
has  not  arrived,  when  in  reality  it  is  all  the  while  lying  in  the  dep6t.  The 
traveller  may  also  request  to  look  over  the  packages  in  search  of  his  own. 

Unhappily  complaints  are  numerous  of  luggage  being  opened  in  transitiA 
or  in  depot,  and  of  articles  being  purloined  from  it. 

Many  complaints  are  made  as  to  the  carelessness  of  the  officials  in  Swiss 
Post-offices,  even  in  the  large  towns,  and  many  persons  find  it  expedient 
to  have  their  letters  addressed  to  the  care  of  a  banker  or  a  well-known 
hotel-keeper. 


§  7.  VOITtTBIER  OB  LOHNEUTSOHEBr— CHABS-l'BAKO. 


The  excellently  organised  systems  of  posting  and  public  conveyances 
introduced  since  1849,  which  place  Switzerland  on  a  par  with  any  coimtry  of 
the  continent — ^render  travellers  in  a  great  degree  independent  of  the  voi- 
tuner,  or  lohnkutscher,  or  vetturino— whom  formerly  they  were  obliged  to 
engage  as  soon  as  they  crossed  the  Swiss  frontier. 

The  Railway  termini  are  the  head-quarters  of  the  voituriers ;  at  all  of 
them  there  are  many  persons  who  keep  job-horses  for  hire,  and  will  either 
conduct  the  traveller  themselves,  or  send  coachmen  in  their  employ. 
Betum  horses  and  carriages  are  sometimes  to  be  met  with,  and  the  tra- 
veller may  save  some  expense  by  availing  himself  of  them. 

Before  making  an  engagement,  it  is  prudent  to  consult  the  landlord  of 
the  inn,  or  some  other  respectable  inhabitant,  to  recommend  a  person  oT 
approved  character  to  be  employed.  As  there  are  many  very  roguish, 
voituriers,  ready  to  take  advantage  of  the  traveller  on  all  occasions,  such, 
a  recommendation  will  be  a  piarantee,  to  a  certain  extent,  for  good  be— 
haviour.  The  landlord  should  be  referred  to  apart,  not  in  presence  of  Uio 
coachman,  nor,  indeed,  with  his  cognizance.     Besides  ascertaining  that 
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the  Yoitaiier  is  a  respectable  maa,  that  his  horses  are  good,  and  his  carriage 
(when  a  carriage  is  also  required)  is  clean  and  stout,  it  is  desirable  in 
muiy  cases  that  he  should  speak  French  as  well  as  German,  and,  in  all, 
that  he  be  acquainted  with  the  roads  to  be  traversed.  If  the  carrii^e  is 
hired  for  a  complete  tour,  the  engagement  should,  in  the  first  instance, 
not  be  made  for  any  specific  time,  at  least  not  for  a  long  period,  until  man 
and  horses  have  been  tried  and  have  given  satisfaction.  It  is  better  to 
take  him  on  from  day  to  day,  holding  out  the  prospect  of  his  being 
continued  if  he  behaves  well.  It  should  be  clearly  understood  whether 
the  well-mannered  individual  who  is  the  proprietor  of  the  carriage  and 
makes  the  bargain  with  you,  will  or  will  not  be  the  driver,  otherwise  he 
may  hand  you  over  to  the  charge  of  a  subordinate. 

The  usual  charge  per  diem  is  15  francs,  and  1  franc  trinkgeld  or  bonne- 
main,  for  a  one-horse  vehicle ;  25  francs,  and  2  francs  trinkgeld,  for  a  pair- 
horse  vehicle ;  and  so  on.  In  the  height  of  the  season  it  is  from  3  to  5 
francs  a-day  more,  and  over  the  great  passes  it  U  higher  still. 

If  the  carriage  is  discharged  at  a  distance  from  home,  back-fare  will  be 
demanded. 

For  this  consideration  the  coachman  keeps  himself  and  his  horses,  sup- 
plying fresh  ones  if  his  own  fall  ill  or  lame ;  he  ought  also  to  pay  all  tolls, 
and  the  charge  for  leaders  (vorspann)  to  drag  the  carriage  up  steep  ascents. 
These  two  last  conditions,  however,  are  not  always  acceded  to,  and  these 
charges  often  fall  upon  the  master. 

It  is  advisable,  before  setting  out  on  a  long  tour,  to  have  an  agreement 
in  writing  drawn  up.  (See  Forms  of  Contract  in  Murray's  '  Handbook 
of  Travel  Talk.') 

It  ifl,  however,  now  become  unusual  to  engage  a  voiturier  except  for  a 
particular  journey  of  two  or  three  days.  Without  troubling  the  traveller 
with  the  complications  of  back-fares,  &c.,  the  rate  may  be  reckoned  in  the 
season  for  a  good  carriage  and  pair  at  about  40  fr.  a-day  over  the  more 
level  parts,  and  60  fr.  a-day  over  the  great  passes,  all  charges,  back-fare, 
vorspann,  bonnemain,  &c.,  included.  A  return  voiturier  will  take  one-half 
or  two-tlnrda  of  these  prices. 

The  usual  rate  of  travelling  is  from  10  to  15  leagues,  32  to  46  miles 
a-day,  pnxseeding  at  the  rate  of  about  5  miles  an  hour.  Whilst  on  the 
road  the  voiturier  goes  as  fast  as  the  diligence  or  post-horses,  but  it  is 
necessary  to  halt  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  about  two  hours,  to  rest  the 
horses ;  and  the  distances  which  one  pair  of  horses  will  achieve  by  means 
of  walking  up  the  smallest  ascents,  and  using  the  break  skilfully  on  all 
descents,  are  incredible. 

Throughout  Switzerland,  one-'Jwrse  eoUhhes,  or  chaises,  einspanner,  are 
becoming  common,  instead  of  charft-k-banc,  and  may  be  hired  at  every  inn. 
They  hold  comfortably  2  or  3  persons,  and  are  furnished  with  a  hood 
affording  shelter  from  rain,  while  not  shutting  out  the  view.  In  front 
there  is  a  board  for  the  driver.  They  go  at  a  rate  of  6  or  6  m.  an  hour, 
except  on  very  billy  roads.  The  fare  is  about  1  franc  an  English  mile  ; 
and  the  driver  receives  1  fr.  trinkgeld  for  8  or  10  miles.  The  luggage 
inay  be  attached  behind  on  springs. 

The  char-a-banc,  the  national  carriage  of  French  Switzerland,  is  nearly 
obsolete.  It  may  be  described  as  the  body  of  a  gig,  or  a  bench,  as  its 
name  implies,  placed  sideways  upon  four  wheels,  surrounded  by  leather 
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curtains  made  to  draw,  whence  it  has  been  compared  to  a  four-post  t)ed6tead 
on  wheels.  It  is  a  very  strong  and  light  vehicle,  capable  of  carrying  two 
persons,  or  three  at  a  pinch,  and  will  go  on  roads  where  no  other  species 
of  carriage  could  venture.  It  is  convenient,  from  being  so  low  that  one 
can  jump  in  or  alight  without  stopping  the  horse,  while  it  is  going  on ;  but 
it  is  very  jolting. 


§  8.    BAILWAY6. 


Down  to  the  year  1855  the  only  railway  in  Switzerland  was  a  short 
line  from  Ziirich  to  Baden,  a  village  in  the  neighbourhood.  The  reason 
of  this  was  not,  as  generally  supposed,  the  extreme  natural  difficulties  of 
the  country,  Switzerland  being  in  fact,  with  the  exception  of  the  passes 
through  the  central  mountains  of  the  Alps  and  the  Jura,  not  a  very  diffi- 
cult country.  The  lowlands,  or  parts  round  Berne,  Aarau,  Neuchatel, 
Lausanne,  &c.,  are  not  worse  than  many  parts  of  the  south  of  England ; 
and  by  means  of  the  valleys  of  the  Rhine  and  the  Rhone,  railways  can 
penetrate  deep  into  the  Alps  with  remarkable  eas^.  The  real  difficulty 
consisted  in  the  extraordinary  and  incredible  jealousies  between  not  only 
the  different  cantoDS,  but  the  different  communes  or  parishes,  and  the  legal 
difficulties  in  obtaining  the  land.  A  change  of  government,  however, 
having  taken  place  in  1848,  a  system  of  railways  was  planned  by  the 
Department  of  Public  Works,  and  has  been  partially  carried  into  execu- 
tion, many  of  the  lines  being  executed  by  EngUsh  engineers  and  with 
English  capital. 

1.  The  Cejitrdl  Swiss  Railway ^  from  Basle  through  the  Unter-Hauen- 
stein  to  Olten,  and  thence  to  Berne  and  Thun,  with  branches  to  Soleure  and 
Bienne,  Lucerne  and  Aarau,  also  from  Bienne  direct  to  Berne. 

2.  The  NcrthrEastem  Railway y  from  Romanshom  on  the  lake  of  Gon« 
stance  to  Ziirich,  and  thence  to  Aarau  on  the  Central  Railway,  open. 

3.  From  Basle,  along  the  N.  bank,  or  Baden  side  of  the  Rhine,  to 
Waldshut  and  Schaffhausen ;  continued  to  Ckinstance — ihs  RhdnfaU  Rail' 
Way,  from  Schaffhausen  to  Winterthur  and  Zurich, 

4.  The  United  Swiss,  from  Goire  (with  hopes  of  a  tunnel  through  the 
Alps  at  some  future  time)  to  Rorschach  on  the  lake  of  Constance,  open  ; 
with  branches :  a. — from  Sargans,  along  the  side  of  the  lake  of  Wallen- 
stadt,  to  Rapperschwyl  and  Ziirich  ;  5. — from  Rorschach,  by  St.  Gall  and 
Winterthur,  to  Zurich  ;  and  c. — ^from  Wesen  to  Glarus. 

6.  ITie  Western  Railway,  from  Bienne,  by  Neucbfttel  and  Tverdon,  to 
Merges  and  Lausanne,  and  thence  to  Geneva,  open.  From  Lausanne  to 
Yilleneuve,  on  the  lake  of  Geneva,  up  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  towards 
the  Simplon,  is  open  to  Sion  and  Sierre. 

6.  From  Pontarlier,  on  the  French  frontier,  to  Neuchfttel  (shortest  way 
from  Paris  to  Switzerland),  connecting  branches  from  Neuchfttel  to  Chaux 
de  Fonds  and  Ixx^le. 
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7.  The  Ligne  ^lialie  to  connect  Geneva  with  the  Sunplon  Paas  by  the 
S.  ado  of  the  lake  of  Geneva.  The  section  from  Bouveret,  on  tiie  lake,  by 
St.  Maurice,  to  Sion  in  the  Yalais,  is  alone  open  at  present. 

8.  Bailway  from  Berne  to  Friboarg  and  Lausanne. 

9.  Railways  are  also  open  from  Lyons  and  Macon  to  Geneva. 
The  weight  allowed  is  only  20lbs.,  all  above  this  is  charged  for. 
JSxcwnion  Tickets,  and  retum-ticketSi  valid  for  2  or  3  days,  may  be  pxtH 

cored  in  smnmer  cm  many  of  the  lines. 

The  luffffoge  arrangements  on  the  Swiss  railways  are  if  possible  more 
inconvenient  than  on  the  French  or  German  railways ;  and  there  is  a 
system  of  extortion  for  conveyance  to  and  from  the  stations  which  the 
traveller  should  be  on  his  guard  against. 

The  Swiss  railway  carriages  are  generally  oi)  the  American  model,  with 
cross  seats  and  a  passage  down  the  middle. 

§  9.  GUIDES — PORTEBS. 

Guides  hy  professwn  abound  in  Switzerland;  many  of  them  have 
acquired  a  wide-spread  and  well-earned  reputation.  Those  who  have 
earned  a  character  for  especial  skill  and  intrepidity  in  difficult  and  dan- 
gerous exx)editions  in  the  higher  Alps  are  usually  engaged  during  the  entire 
season  by  members  of  the  Alpine  Club  or  other  adventurous  travellers. 
In  general,  the  practice  of  taking  the  same  enide  for  an  entire  tour  is 
becoming  more  and  more  common  amongst  Alpine  travellers,  and  in  this 
way  many  have  acquired  local  knowledge  of  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
Alpine  chain.  Thus  guides  may  be  considered  in  two  capacities.  General 
and  Local. 

Chneral  Guides  are  to  be  found  at  Chamouni,  Grindelwald,  Thun, 
Interlaken,  Meyringen,  and  also  at  Ziirich,  Lucerne,  Berne,  Zerman,  and 
Pontresina,  in  the  En^uiine,  &c. ;  and  it  is  by  no  means  a  bad  plan  for  an 
inexperienced  traveller  or  party  to  engage  an  approved  guide  for  the  entire 
tour  of  Switzerland,  iucluding  Bernese  Alps,  Zermat^  and  Chamouni. 
Men  may  be  found  who,  having  frequently  made  the  tour,  have  a  good 
general  Imowledge  of  the  whole  country.  A  trustworthy  guide  is  worth 
secaring,  even  though  he  should  not  have  sufficient  knowledge  to  act 
over  mountain-passes  beyond  his  own  peculiar  district.  He  makes 
himself  useful,  not  only  in  pointing  out  the  way,  but  in  acting  as 
interpreter  to  those  unacquainted  with  the  language  of  the  country,  and 
abo  in  relieving  the  traveller  of  the  weight  of  his  knapsack  or  travelling- 
bag,  and  in  fact  acts  as  courier,  but  at  a  cheaper  rate,  and  generally 
with  more  honesty.  Such  a  guide  should  not,  as  a  general  rule,  be 
engaged  without  the  recommendation  of  an  innkeeper  or  other  respectable 
person,  and  it  should  be  distinctly  understood  that  the  traveller  is  to  be 
ftee  to  discharge  him  whenever  he  pleases,  paying  his  expenses  home,  or  a 
day's  pay  for  each  day's  journey  to  be  made  on  foot. 

Along  with  the  guide,  horses  or  mules  may  be  taken  for  a  Bridle  Tour, 
and  by  arranging  the  plan  in  a  circle  much  expense  of  hack  fares  of  men 
and  beasts  is  saved. 

Local  Guides  are,  as  a  general  rule,  indispensable  in  ascending  very 
loffty  mountains,  in  exploring  glaciers,  and  in  crossing  the  minor  passes 
of  the  Alps,  not  traversed  by  highroads,  but  by  mere  bridle  or  foot 
paths,  rarely  used,    and   in    many  places   not   distinctly  marked,   or 
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confounded  with  innumerable  tracks  of  cattle.  Nevertheless,  travellers 
having  a  good  knowledge  of  German,  in  addition  to  some  experience 
of  moimtain  journeys,  and  provided  with  a  good  map,  may  cross 
some  of  these  passes  alone  with  impimity ;  but  there  are  others,  such 
as  the  Bonhomme,  Mont  Cervin,  Monte  Moro,  &c.,  which  no  one  would 
be  justified  in  attempting  without  a  guide.  When  snow  is  threatening 
to  fall,  or  after  a  snow-storm  has  covered  the  path  and  obliterated  the 
footsteps  of  preceding  travellers,  a  guide  may  be  required  in  situations 
where,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  his  presence  might  be  dispensed  with. 
Of  course,  in  clear  weather,  and  over  passes  not  crossing  snow  or  glaciers, 
a  guide  is  no  more  needed  than  he  would  be  in  any  strange  country,  ex- 
cept that  on  the  high  mountains  there  is  no  one  of  whom  to  inquire  the 
way,  and  that  a  mistake  of  the  path  might  involve  the  disagreeable  neces- 
sity of  sleeping  out  on  the  mountain.  A  traveller  of  some  experience  is 
of  opinion  that  upon  an  average,  without  a  guide,  1  mile  in  10  will  be  lost 
in  mistakes  of  the  way,  even  by  practised  mountaineers.  No  one,  however, 
without  thorough  knowledge  and  experience  of  the  high  Alps,  should  be 
foolish  enough  to  trust  himself  over  ice  or  snow  without  a  guide.  It  is 
enirely  a  new  world ;  and  when  the  slightest  check  occurs,  an  inexperienced 
person  is  utterly  at  a  loss.  He  does  not  know  what  ice  will  bear  him,  where 
the  crevasses  run,  where  avalanches  fall,  or  where  the  safe  track  is  likely  to 
be ;  and  with  the  best  ordinary  judgment,  is  quite  as  likely  to  run  into  danger 
as  to  avoid  it.  One  golden  rule  to  those  who  take  no  guide  is,  always  to 
leave  two  or  three  good  hours  of  daylight  as  a  margin  beyond  the  utmost 
time  which  the  route  is  calculated  to  occupy.  Another  excellent  rule  is, 
never  take  a  short  cut  upon  your  own  judgment.  It  is  frequently  wrong 
to  cut  off  the  most  apparent  zigzag ;  but  the  villagers  will  often,  for  a  few 
sous,  show  wonderfully  short  cuts. 

In  the  eastern  parts  of  Switzerland,  where  there  are  no  professional 
guides,  the  traveller  is  often  obliged  to  place  himself  in  the  hands  of  some 
peasant  or  cowherd,  whose  sole  knowledge  of  a  pass  lies,  perhaps,  in  bis 
having  crossed  it  once  or  twice,  perhaps,  many  years  before.  This  de- 
mands additional  caution. 

The  established  rate  of  hire  is  6  to  8  F.  francs  srday,  for  8  hours, 
and  in  the  Oberland  1  fr.  bonnemain ;  but,  in  addition  to  this,  there 
will  be  a  claim  for  6  francs  a  day  or  less  to  return,  if  dismissed  at  a  dis- 
tance from  home,  unless  the  employer  find  him  a  fresh  master  to  take 
back.  For  this  sum  the  guide  provides  for  himself,  and  is  expected  to 
discharge  all  the  duties  of  a  domestic  towards  his  employer.  A  first-rate 
guide  is  usually  paid  8  or  10  francs  a-day,  with  additional  sums  of  20  francs 
for  each  of  the  higher  passes  or  more  difiicult  ascents. 

The  guides  at  Ghamouni  form  a  corporation,  and  are  subject  to  a  numl>er 
of  stringent  rules  as  to  their  employment,  of  which  travellers  and  the  best 
giddes  complain  much.  A  monopolv  has  also  been  established  in  tiie 
Oberland,  and  in  some  other  parts  of  Switzerland.  In  the  Lower  Yalais 
it  is  a  punishable  offence  for  any  one,  not  a  professed  guide,  to  carry  & 
traveller's  luggage ! ! 

For  the  most  part,  the  guides  may  be  said  to  be  obliging,  intelligent, 
and  hard-working  men.  Few  who  have  employed  them  cannot  bear  testi- 
mony to  their  coolness,  intrepidity,  and  tact,  in  moments  of  danger — isk 
the  difficult  pass,  in  the  midst  of  the  snow-storm,  or  among  the  gaping 
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defls  of  the  glaciers.  It  is  in  such  situations  that  their  knowledge  of  the 
moanteins,  &eir  experience  of  the  weather,  their  strong  arm  and  steady 
foot,  are  fully  appreciated.  The  traveller  should  always  follow  the  guide 
in  crossing  glaciers,  and,  in  going  over  tracts  covered  with  snow,  should 
allow  him  to  choose  what  his  experience  teaches  to  he  the  safest  path. 

A  little  civility  and  familiarity  on  the  part  of  the  employer — the  offer  of 
a  dgar  from  the  traveller's  own  case,  or  a  glass  of  hrandy  from  his  private 
flask— will  rarely  he  thrown  away  ;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  likely  to  pro- 
duce assiduity  and  communicativeness  on  the  part  of  the  guide.  Many  of 
them  are  fine  and  athletic  men,  and  to  carry  for  8  or  10  hours  a-day,  and 
lor  a  distance  of  26  or  80  m.,  a  load  of  80  or  40  Ihs.  weight  is  made  light 
of  hy  them. 

Some  travellers  content  themselves  with  a  mere  porter  to  carry  their 
ba^age  for  them.  Such  a  man  is  paid  less  than  the  professional  guides ; 
3  or  4  fr.  a^day  will  suffice  for  him.  Those  who  travel  in  chars  or  on 
horseback  will  find  that  the  driver,  or  the  man  who  accompanies  the  horse, 
will  render  unnecessary  the  employment  of  any  other  person  in  that 
capadty.  At  Chamouni,  however,  the  guides  must  he  hired  distinct  from 
the  mules.  When  the  travelling  party  includes  ladies  unaccustomed  to 
mountain-work,  a  guide  is  required  to  attend  on  each,  to  lead  down  the 
hones  where  the  path  is  steep,  and  to  lend  their  arms  to  the  fair  travellers 
when  the  exigencies  of  the  case  require  them  to  dismount  and  proceed  on 
loot. 

In  making  purchases,  as  in  the  choice  of  inns,  travellers  should  he 
eautious  of  foUowing  hlindly  the  advice  of  the  guide,  who  too  often  regards 
the  percentage  offered  or  the  quantity  of  liquor  supplied  to  him  more 
than  the  int^est  of  his  employer. 
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Prerioos  to  1800,  or  even  later,  until  Napoleon  commenced  the  magnifi-^ 
cent  carriage-roads  over  the  Alps,  which  will  assist  in  immortalising  his 
name^  the  only  mode  of  conveying  either  passengers  or  goods  across  them 
was  OQ  the  hack  of  men,  or  of  horses  or  mules.  Even  now,  upon  all  the 
minor  passes,  the  entire  traffic  is  carried  on  by  the  same  means.  In  other 
instances,  where  the  beauties  of  scenery  attract  an  influx  of  strangers, 
mules  are  kept  for  their  conveyance,  even  where  they  are  not  required 
for  the  transport  of  merchandise. 

The  customary  hire  of  a  horse  or  mule  throughout  Switzerland,  gene- 
rally fixed  hy  a  printed  tariff,  amounts  to  10  fr.  a-day,  and  1  fr.  or  2  fr.  to 
the  man  who  takes  care  of  it ;  at  Chamouni  it  is  6  fr.,  but  there  a  guide 
must  also  be  taken.  Back-fare  must  be  paid  if  the  animals  are  dismissed 
at  a  distance  from  home,  and  at  so  late  an  hour  of  the  day  that  they  can- 
not return  before  night. 

The  potbjes  that  are  used  in  the  Bernese  Oherland,  on  the  Bigi,  and  in 
other  parts  oi  Switzerland,  are  clever  animals,  that  will  carry  you  up  and 
down  ascents  perfectly  impracticable  to  horses  unused  to  the  mountains ;  but 
they  aiB  perhaps  excelled  by  the  mules  of  Chamotmi  and  other  parts  of  Savoy. 
Of  these  the  sagadty,  strength,  and  sureness  of  foot  are  really  wonderfuL 
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The  paths  which  they  ascend  or  descend  with  ease  are  steeper  than  any 
staircase,  sometimes  with  ledges  of  rock,  2  or  3  ft.  high,  instead  of  steps. 
Sometimes  they  are  covered  with  hroken  fragments,  hetween  which  theheasts 
must  pick  their  way,  at  the  risk  of  hreaking  their  legs ;  at  others  they  trap 
Terse  a  narrow  ledge  of  the  mountain,  with  an  ahyss  on  one  side  and  a  wall 
of  rock  on  the  other.  In  such  dangerous  passes  the  caution  of  the  animal 
is  very  remarkable  ;  he  needs  no  rein  to  guide  him,  but  will  pick  his  own 
way,  and  find  out  the  best  path  far  better  than  his  rider  can  direct  him  ; 
and,  in  such  circumstances,  it  is  safer  to  let  the  reins  hang  loose,  and  trust 
entirely  to  his  sagacity,  than  to  perplex  him  by  checking  him  with  the 
curb,  at  a  moment  when,  by  confusing  the  animal,  there  will  be  risk  of  his 
losing  his  footing,  and  perhaps  tumbling  headlong.  The  rider  who  mounts 
a  mule  or  moimtain-horse  must  give  up  his  preconoelved  notions  of  riding, 
and  let  the  reins  hang  absolutely  loose,  otherwise  he  is  in  danger.  There 
are  very  few  instances  of  accidents  from  the  falling  of  the  animals ;  the 
only  instance  within  the  writer's  knowledge  happened  to  a  gentlemsn  who 
was  a  great  horseman,  and  no  doubt  attempted  to  interfere  with  his 
mule.  Those  who  are  incredulous  on  this  point  should  recollect  that  the 
horses  constantly  traverse  the  same  paths  in  perfect  safety  with  heavy 
loads  on  their  bticks,  and  no  man  near  enough  to  interfere  with  them. 
Descending  the  passes  on  horseback  is  very  disagreeable,  and  sometimes 
dsoigerous,  and  the  rider  should  always  dismount  when  requested  to  do  so 
by  the  guide.  In  fact,  those  who  can  walk  at  all  should,  if  they  have 
not  too  much  luggage,  only  hire  the  horses  to  the  head  of  the  pass,  as 
they  will  be  of  very  little  use  on  the  descent.  Each  saddle  has  a  flap  or 
pillion  attached,  on  which  a  knapsack  or  carpet*bag  not  weighing  more 
than  about  30  lbs.  may  be  carried.  A  portmanteau  requires  an  extra 
mule.  Side-saddles  are  now  to  be  found  wherever  there  are  inns  and 
regular  mules  or  horses. 

A  tariff  of  the  prices  to  be  paid  for  horses  in  most  places  is  in  the 
IndiccUeur,  p.  108. 

Those  who  are  unable  or  too  infirm  to  ride  or  walk  may  be  carried  over 
the  mountains  in  a  "chaise-krporteur  "  (Gterm.  Tragsessel;  It.  Portantina), 
which  is  nothing  more  than  an  arm-chair  carried  upon  poles  by  two  bearers 
in  the  manner  of  a  sedan.  In  the  Bernese  Oberland  two  bearers  will  fre- 
quently undertake  to  carry  a  lady  of  light  weight  for  many  successive  days 
over  the  ordinary  passes ;  but,  as  a  general  rule,  two,  but  in  some  places 
four  extra  bearers  must  be  taken  to  relieve  by  turns,  and  each  man  expects 
6  fr.  a-day,  and  3  fr.  for  each  day  of  return.  This  is  said  to  be  a  very 
uncomfortable  mode  of  locomotion. 


ill.  SWISS  IKNS. 

Switzerland  is  well  provided  with  excellent  inns.  The  great  annual  infltir 
of  strangers  into  the  country  is  of  the  same  importance  to  Switzerland  that 
some  additional  branch  of  industry  or  commerce  would  be,  and  renders  the 
profession  of  host  most  lucrative.  Many  of  the  Swiss  innkeepers  are  very 
wealthy  ;  in  a  great  part  of  the  country  they  appear  to  be  the  only  wealtJiV 
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iohabitaiits.  It  is  not  tmoominon  to  find  an  individnal  in  this  capadty  who 
is  magistrate,  and  it  has  happened  that  they  are  persons  of  such  influence 
ia  their  canton  or  commune  that  it  is  difficult  to  obtain  redress  against 
them  for  an  injury  or  act  of  insolence,  owing  either  to  the  interest  they 
possess  with  the  courts,  or  to  their  being  absolutely  themselves  the  justices. 
Asa  general  rule,  however,  they  are  very  respectable  men,  and  no  difficulties 
vith  them  arise. 

The  approach  to  one  of  the  first-rate  hotels  in  the  large  towns,  in  the 
height  of  summer,  exhibits  rather  a  characteristic  spectacle.  The  street 
before  it  is  usually  filled  with  several  rows  of  vehicles  of  all  sorts,  from  the 
dirty  and  rickety  caliche  of  the  German  voiturier,  to  the  neat  chariot  of 
the  English  peer,  and  the  less  elegant,  but  equally  imposing,  equipage  of 
the  Russian  prince.  Before  the  doorway  is  invariably  grouped  a  crowd  of 
loitering  guides,  servants,  and  couriers,  of  all  nations  and  languages, 
azui  two  or  three  knots  of  postilions  and  coachmen  on  the  look-out  for 
employment. 

Coimers,  voituriers,  guides,  and  boatmen  are  apt  sometimes  to  sell  their 
employers  to  the  innkeepers  for  a  gratuity,  so  that  travellers  should  not 
always  implicitly  follow  the  recommendations  of  such  persons  regarding 
inns ;  and  it  is  believed  that  the  list  of  inns,  drawn  up  with  much  care, 
and  given  in  this  book,  has  rendered  the  traveller  of  late  years  more  inde- 
pendent of  their  recommendations.  The  innkeepers  were  formerly  very 
much  at  the  mercy  of  this  class  of  persons,  who  invariably  fare  sumptuously 
and  certainly  not  at  their  own  expense ;  and  it  not  unfrequently  happens 
that  the  attendance  which  ought  to  be  bestowed  on  the  master  is  showered 
upon  his  menials.  The  inns  recommended  here  are  from  the  best  in- 
formation that  the  editor  can  procure,  but  it  is  obvious  that  the  informa- 
tion must  be,  with  very  few  exceptions,  eight  or  nine  months  old  at  the 
latest,  and  that  in  many  instances  it  must  be  much  older,  and  in  the 
interval  the  landlord  may  have  been  changed,  or  may  have  become  more 
careful  from  adversity,  or  careless  from  prosperity,  and  the  inn  may  be 
completely  altered.  In  the  following  pages  the  inns  which  are  believed 
by  the  editor  to  be  best  in  any  town  are  mentioned  first. 

It  may  be  laid  down  as  a  general  rule,  that  the  wants,  tastes,  and 
habits  of  the  English  are  more  carefully  and  successfully  studied  in  the 
Swiss  inns  than  even  in  those  of  Germany.  At  most  of  the  large  inns, 
in  addition  to  the  1  o'clock  dinner,  there  is  a  late  tatHe-^^hSte  dinner 
at  4  or  5  o'clock ;  and  tea  may  always  be  had  tolerably  good ;  but^ 
unexpectedly  in  this  land  of  milk,  cream  is  rarely  to  be  had  with  it. 
Several  wealthy  innkeepers  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  build  English 
chapeU  for  their  guests,  as  an  inducement  to  English  travellers  to  pass 
the  Simday  with  them.  Cleanliness  is  to  be  met  with  almost  everywhere, 
until  you  reach  the  S.  slopes  of  the  Alps  and  the  approach  to  Italy. 
In  canton  Bern,  in  particular,  the  inns,  even  in  the  small  and  remote 
villages,  are  patterns  of  neatness,  such  as  even  fastidious  travellers  may 
be  contented  with.  Still  in  many  instances,  even  in  fir^t-class  inns,  the 
houses  are  deficient  in  proper  drainage  and  ventilation,  and  the  passages 
and  staircases  are  unwholesome  and  offensive  from  bad  smells.  Care 
dkoald  be  taken  to  impress  on  the  landlords  how  disgusting  and  in- 
tolerable  ia  such  a  nuisance  to  English  ideas. 
The  practice  is  now  general  of  the  waiter  rushing  into  your  room  befow 
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you  and  lighting  the  wax  candles  withont  consolting  you.  If  a  traveller 
proposes  sitting  np  some  hours,  he  may  not  object  to  this ;  but  it  is  very 
different  when,  at  10  or  11  o'clock,  you  retire  to  bed,  to  deep^  and  the 
infliction  of  a  charge  for  wax  candles,  under  sudi  drcumstanoes,  can  be 
looked  on  only  as  an  imposition. 

The  following  liit  of  usual  Charges  will  serve  to  guide  travellers,  and 
may  protect  them  from  extortion  and  imposition  on  the  part  of  those 
innkeepers  or  couriers  who  may  be  disposed  to  take  advantage  of  them. 


Zist  of  Charges  of  thefint-chn  Stoisa  HaUU* 

Ft,  tt.  c. 
Tea  or  coffee,  morning  or  eyening,  with  bread,  bntter,  and  honey 

(eggs  and  meat  ohax^ed  separately) 1    50 

Ditto  in  private,  each  person  charged  extra  •        .        •         .      0    50 

Dejeuner  i  la  foorohette  (table  d'hote) 2    50 

Table  d'hdte  at  1  (without  vin  ordinaire) 3      0 

Ditto  ditto,  at  5 4or50 

Dinner  in  private  (commande  i  I'avance  dans  la  salle  k  manger)  .50 
Servants^  dmner  or  supper,  1  fr.  50  c. ;  break&st  or  tea,  1  &• 

Bougie,  1  fr. ;  Demi-oougie 0    50 

Lampe  de  nuit 0    50 

Bain  de  pied,  ohaud  ou  froid  (unreasonable,  but  usual)  •  •  •  0  50 
Servants  (service  del'h&tel),  par  jour  par  personne  •  .  .  1  0 
From  large  families,  who  xnake  some  stay,  so  much  is  not  expected. 

The  charges  for  Booms  vary  according  to  their  situation  on  the  lower 
floors,  and  tiie  views  they  command  ;  but  the  best  suite  of  apartments,  in 
first-rate  inns,  ought  not  to  exceed  4  to  6  fr.  a-^y  for  a  sitting-room  or 
salon,  and  3  fr.  for  each  bed.  The  SaUes-h-manger  in  the  larger  Swiss 
inns  are  handsome,  clean,  and  airy  apartments.  Smoking  is  not  allowed 
in  them,  and  in  consequence  of  this,  and  of  a  higher  charge  being  made 
for  meals  in  private  rooms,  many  more  persons  take  breakfast,  tea,  and 
supper  than  in  the  German  ixms,  and  the  society  is  more  select  than  in 
France  or  Germany,  and  may  be  enjoyed  in  comfort,  the  guests  being 
almost  exclusiv/Bly  tourists. 

A  party  of  3  or  4  persons  staying  a  week  or  more,  even  in  a  first-rate  hotel, 
should  not  pay  more  than  8  or  9  fr.  each,  board  and  lodging,  including 
servants,  per  diem.  At  Interlaken  the  charge  for  good  board  and  lodging 
is  not  more  than  6  fr.  a-day ;  and  at  some  of  the  baths  near  Bex  not  more 
than  4^  fr.  a-day  for  those  who  remain  some  weeks.  At  some  of  the  small 
inns  in  remote  valleys  the  charges  are  absurdly  low ;  but  occasionally  the 
landlords  in  such  places  charge  as  high  as  in  first-rate  hotels  in  large 
towns.  Such  attempts  at  imposition  may  be  best  resisted  by  threatening 
to  inform  other  travellers. 

English  travellers  halting  at  an  Inn  about  mid«^ay  to  rest  their  horses, 
if  there  be  no  table-dlidte  at  12  or  1,  should  order  a  d^jeilner  a  la  fourdiette 
(gabel  friihstuck),  for  which  they  will  be  diarged  1\  or  2  fr.  per  head.  If 
they  order  dinner,  they  will  be  charged  3  or  4  fr.  for  the  very  same  food. 
Similarly,  when  arriving  at  an  inn  in  the  evening,  tea,  with  cdtelettes  de 
fnputon,  or  biftepk  aux  pouunes  de  terre,  will  replace  dinnei*  satisfactorily 
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and  economically.  One  fr.  a-day  is  usually  given  to  the  servants,  and  is 
ahnoet  always  added  in  the  bill.  This  includes  all  the  servants  except  the 
porter,  who  expects  something  extra. 

Ftencih  is  almost  invariably  spoken  at  the  inns,  even  in  the  German 
eantons,  except  in  remote  parts,  as  in  the  side  valleys  of  the  Grisons. 
Nevertheless,  the  German  hmguage  is  a  very  valuable  acquisition  to  the 
traveller.     English  is  spoken  in  the  large  hotels. 

Swiss  inns  have,  in  general,  the  reputation  of  being  expensive,  and  the 
innkeepers  of  being  extortionate  ;  of  late  years,  however,  great  improve- 
ment has  taken  place.  A  recent  journey  through  the  greater  part  of  the 
country  has  scarcely  afforded  an  instance  of  either ;  but,  where  such  cases 
have  occurred,  notice  has  been  taken  of  them  in  the  following  pages.  At 
minor  and  remote  inns,  manceuvres  are  sometimes  resorted  to  for  the  pur- 
pose of  detaining  the  guests. 

It  is  often  supposed,  and  perhaps  correctly,  that  two  sets  of  charges  are 
made — one  for  natives,  or  Germans,  and  another  for  the  English  ;  on  the 
principle  that  the  latter  have  both  longer  purses  and  more  numerous  wants, 
and  are  more  difficult  to  serve. 

The  averoffe  daUy  eocpeTise  of  living  at  the  best  inns  in  Switzerland  will 
vary  between  8  Fr.  fr.  and  10  fr.  a-day,  excluding  all  charge  for  convey- 
ances, horses,  and  guides.  Those  who  consult  economy  will,  instead  of 
going  to  inferior  inns  in  lai^e  towns,  avoid  them,  and  sleep  in  villages 
whenever  it  is  practicable.  The  German  students,  who  understand  the 
art  of  travelling  economically,  always  proceed  in  a  party,  and  usually  send 
on  one  of  their  number  a-head,  to  their  intended  night-quarters,  to  make 
terms  with  the  innkeeper,  and  do  not  spend  more  than  5  or  7  frs.  a-day. 
There  is  this  advantage  in  travelling  with  a  party,  that  numbers  are  more 
welcomed  at  an  inn  and  better  attended  to  than  a  solitary  individual ;  on 
the  other  hand,  when  inns  are  full,  few  stand  a  better  chance  than  many ; 
and  travellers  with  ladies  are  allotted  better  rooms  than  single  men.  All 
arrangements  for  the  hire  of  carriages,  horses,  or  guides,  should  be  con- 
cluded over-night:  he  that  waits  till  the  morning  will  generally  find 
either  the  conveyances  engaged  by  others,  or  the  price  demanded  for  them 
increased,  and,  at  all  events,  his  departure  delayea. 

Among  the  mountains,  the  traveller  may  obtain,  in  perfection,  the 
BEoall  alpine  Troutj  which  are  of  great  excellence ;  sometimes,  also, 
chamois  venison,  which,  by  the  way,  is  far  inferior  to  park  venison ; 
wild  strawberries  are  very  abundant,  and,  with  a  copious  admixture  of 
delicious  cream, — the  staple  commodity  of  the  Alps, — ^are  by  no  means 
to  be  despised. 

Those  who  enter  a  Swiss  inn,  tired,  hot,  and  thirsty,  after  a  long  walk 
or  dusty  ride,  may  ask  for  a  bottle  of  "  limonade  gazeuse,"  under  which 
name  they  will  recognise  a  drink  nearly  resembling  ginger-beer,  but  with 
more  addity,  and,  when  good,  very  refreshing.  It  supplies  here  the  place 
of  hock  and  Seltzer-water  on  the  Rhine. 

Swias  wines  are  generally  condemned.  Tolerably  good  wine  is  made  in 
the  Cantons  Neuchatel,  Vaud,  and  Valais  ;  but  is  not  often  to  be  found  at 
inns.  French  Beaujolais  wine  is  usually  the  best  liquor  to  be  had  in  all 
but  the  best  hotels.  Some  persons  like  a  sweetish  Piedmontese  wine 
that  tastes  like  perry  (vino  d'Asti),  which  is  common  in  Swiss  inns. 
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§  12. — ^DIRECTIONS  FOR  TRAVELLERS,  AND  REQOTSITBB  FOR  A  JOURNEY 
IN  SWITZERLAND  —  MAPS  —  DANGERS  OP  ALPINE  TRAVELLING — PRE- 
CAUTIONS TO  BE  ADOPTED. 

The  best  secison  for  travelling  among  tbe  Alps  is  the  months  of  July, 
August,  and  September,  in  which  may,  perhaps,  be  included  the  last  half 
of  June.  The  higher  Alpine  passes  are  scarcely  clear  of  snow  before  the 
second  week  of  June ;  and  before  the  middle  of  October,  snow  almost 
invariably  falls  on  the  high  Alps  :  and  though  the  weather  is  often  still 
serene,  the  nights  draw  in  so  fast  as  to  curtail,  inconveniently,  the  day's 
journey.  During  the  long  days  of  July  and  August  one  may  get  over  a 
great  deal  of  ground.  In  September  the  days  are  not  too  hot  for  hard 
walking,  and  there  seems  to  be  the  best  chance  of  fine  weather.  On  an 
average  there  is  one  season  in  four  fine,  two  tolerable,  and  one  bad.  Those 
who  have  not  seen  Switzerland  in  set  fine  weather  do  not  know  what 
Switzerland  is. 

The  first  expeditions  up  mountains  produce  intense  thirst,  and  drinking 
water  does  not  remedy  it,  for  it  is  caused  by  a  fever  of  the  palate.  Tra- 
vellers should  be  cautioned  against  indulging  in  cold  water  or  cold  milk 
when  heated ;  the  guides  and  natives  accustomed  to  mountain  travelling 
never  drink  before  resting ;  exercise  afterwards  will  render  the  draught 
harmless. 

It  is  tiresome  and  unprofitable  in  the  extreme  to  walk  along  a  high 
road  over  a  fiat  and  monotonous  country,  where  there  is  a  carriage-road 
and  conveyances  are  to  he  had  :  here  it  is  best  to  ride  ;  the  cost  of  a  con- 
veyance is  counterbalanced  by  the  economy  of  time. 

After  the  middle  of  June,  when  the  season  for  travelling  in  Switzerland 
begins,  little  danger  is  to  be  feared  from  avalancheSf  except  immediately 
after  snow-storms,  which  occur  among  the  high  Alps  even  in  the  height 
of  summer. 

In  traversing  Sunss  laJces,  implicit  reliance  should  be  placed  on  tbe 
advice  of  the  boatmen,  and  no  attempt  should  be  made  to  induce  them  to 
launch  their  boats  when  they  foresee  danger.    (See  Rte.  18.) 

In  a  few  spots  on  the  Italian  side,  and  in  some  spots  on  the  north 
side  of  the  Alps,  especially  the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  there  is  malaria  in 
marshy  places  and  in  the  districts  about  the  embouchures  of  rivers  where 
they  empty  themselves  into  lakes,  and  travellers  should  avoid  sleeping  in 
such  districts. 

For  many  years  Keller's  was  the  only  map  of  Switzerland,  and  is  still 
the  clearest  and  most  portable  road  map  (Ziirich  edit,  best;  English 
and  French  copies  inferior).  Since  the  government  surveys  have  been 
made,  more  accurate  maps  have  been  published.  LeuthcicTs  (Ziirich), 
10  fr.,  is  very  good  indeed;  it  is  clear,  and  its  mountains  are  more 
accurate  than  in  Keller.  For  those  who  are  content  with  less  complete  and 
more  portable  maps  there  are  Leuthold's  at  7  fr.  and  3  fr.  Ziegler  (St. 
Gall)  has  published  very  accurate  hut  not  clear  maps,  at  8  fr.  and  2  fr.  A 
traveller  who  is  content  to  pore  paimjtely  over  Ziegter*s  map  will  find  it  far 
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the  follest  and  moBt  trustworthy.  Qeolpgical  maps  by  Studer  and  Etcher 
at  22  fir.  There  are  spurious  and  inferior  editions  of  many  of  these  maps 
published  in  Fiance  or  Germany,  against  which  the  purchaser  must  be  on 
his  guard. 

Ihe  Oovemment  Map  of  Switzerland — scale  nAov,  or  2-3rds  of  an  indi 
to  the  mile,  published  under  the  direction  of  General  Dufour,  and  sold  by 
all  the  principal  booksellers,  and  analogous  to  the  English  Ordnance  Maps, 
is  by  £bu:  the  best.  It  is  comprised  in  25  sheets,  each  containing  about  30 
miles  square,  and  costing  from  4  to  7  fr.  This  map  includes  not  only 
every  road  and  every  path  of  importance,  but  even  every  single  house 
and  bam.  The  execution  of  these  maps  is  admirable:  the  mountains 
engraved  are  absolutely  portraits.  Travellers  intending  to  diverge  from 
the  beaten  track,  with  a  view  to  explore  any  particular  district,  are 
advised  to  provide  themselves  with  the  sheet  of  Ihe  government  map  in 
which  it  is  included,  and  to  write  for  it  by  post  to  some  good  bookseller, 
such  as  Dalp,  at  Berne,  if  they  have  not  got  it.  The  map  of  Switzerland 
attached  to  this  volume  is  divided  into  numbered  squares,  which  severally 
correspond  to  the  sheets  of  the  Government  map. 

Studer  and  Escher's  geological  maps  are  elaborate  works,  the  result  of 
immense  labour.  Studer  luis  also  published  an  excellent  map  of  the 
country  round  Monte  Bosa  (Wagner,  Bern),  smaller  but  more  correct  than 
Schlagentweit's.  BeiUy*8  map  of  Mont  Blanc^  London,  1866,  is  far  the 
best  tibat  has  been  produced. 

See  also  Introd.  to  Savoy  and  Piedmont. 

Jtequititesfor  Travelling, — The  following  hints  are  principally  addressed 
to  those  who  intend  to  TsyS^<^  pedestrian  journeys. 

To  travel  on  foot  is  the  best  mode  of  seeing  Switzerland ;  and  it  saves 
a  world  of  trouble  to  have  no  other  baggage  than  a  knapsack ;  one  contun- 
ing  2  flannel  shirts,  6  collars,  6  pockel-haodkerchiefs,  2  neckties,  1  night- 
gown, 4  pair  socks,  slippers,  thin  shoes  for  wear  in  the  house  or  a  short 
stroll  when  the  others  are  wet  through,  alpaca  coat,  thin  waistcoat  and 
trowaers,  light  hair-brush,  clothes-brush,  simple  dressing  and  writing 
materials,  veil,  spectacles  for  ice,  woollen  comforter,  gloves,  muffetees,  with 
a  thin  paletot  or  fine  light  plaid,  strapped  on  the  outside,  will  not  exceed 
12  lbs.  A  waterproof  is  not  of  much  use  to  a  pedestrian,  as  it  is  too  hot. 
A  good  umbrella  is  more  useful,  and  will  keep  off  the  sun ;  when  not  in 
use  it  is  stuck  through  the  knapsack  after  the  Swiss  fashion. 

The  hoots  ought  to  be  double-soled,  provided  with  hob-nails,  such 
as  are  worn  in  shooting  in  England,  and  without  iron  heels,  which 
are  dangerous,  and  liable  to  slip  in  walking  over  rocks ;  three  rows  of 
nails  are  better,  and  Swiss  nails  are  better  than  English,  which  are 
oflen  too  hard  and  slippery  :  the  weight  of  a  shoe  of  this  kind  is  counter* 
balanced  by  the  effectual  protection  afforded  to  the  feet  against  sharp  rocks 
and  loose  stones,  which  cause  contusions,  and  are  a  great  source  of  fatiguo 
and  pain ;  they  should  be  so  large  as  not  to  pinch  any  part  of  the  foot. 
The  experienced  pedestrian  never  commences  a  journey  with  new  boots, 
l)ut  with  a  pair  that  have  already  conformed  to  l^e  shape  of  the  feet. 
If  the  boots  come  to  grief,  Swiss  bootmakers  are  capable  of  satisfying  an 
ISnglishman's  wants.  Thick  knit  worsted  socks,  double  at  the  heels, 
cr  cotton  stockings  with  worsted  feet,  ought  invariably  to  be  worn,  and 
&mel  shirts  are  incomparably  the  best  for  all  exertion.    It  is  advisable 
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to  travel  in  tweed  trowsers,  not  in  linen,  which  afford  no  protec- 
tion against  rain  or  changes  of  temperature  in  mountain  regions.  The 
clothes,  if  woollen,  can  hardly  he  too  thin  or  light.  In  the  months 
when  Englishmen  travel  it  is  seldom  cold,  and  often  extremely  hot. 
No  one  who  has  not  ascended  a  mountain  or  a  pass  in  the  sun  can 
form  an  idea  of  the  intense  heat  he  will  be  subject  to. 

Forimanteaus  are  better  in  England  than  anywhere  else,  but  should  not 
be  too  large.  A  carpet-bag  or  knapsack  should  always  be  taken,  as  a  port- 
manteau requires  a  luggage-mule  or  a  porter,  whilst  a  carpet-bag  will  go 
behind  the  saddle,  and  the  portmanteau  may  be  sent  round  by  the  high  road. 

Knapsacks  are  of  two  sorts  :  mackintosh  with  stiff  sides,  and  intended 
to  carry  a  complete  equipment,  in  which  case  they  shotild  be  tolerably 
large ;  and  mackintosh  or  oilskin  without  a  frame  or  stiffening,  so  as  to 
pack  in  a  portmanteau,  but  large  enough  to  carry  a  supply  of  clothes  for  a 
week  or  two. 

A  flask  is  sometimes  carried ;  but  spirits  during  violent  exertion,  and 
especially  at  great  heights,  are  to  be  avoided :  wine  diluted  plentifullr 
with  water  is  usually  preferred ;  but  many  experienced  mountaineers  find 
cold  tea  a  better  preservative  from  thirst.  Many  persons  find  relief  from 
the  intense  thirst  by  keeping  a  pebble  in  the  mouth.  In  ascending  to 
great  heights  dried  raisins  or  prunes  are  also  found  advantageous. 

A  telescope  is  not  of  much  use,  as  the  view  is  seldom  minute.  A 
"  duchesse  "  opera  glass  is  far  better. 

Lee,  440,  West  Strand,  London,  bookseller  and  stationer,  famishes 
many  requisites  for  travellers,  including  a  very  portable  writing-case.  No 
pedestrian  should  travel  without  a  pocket-compass,  nor  without  a  leather 
drinking-cup. 

Cards  or  pieces  of  parchment,  or,  better  still,  adhesive  labels,  for  writing 
directions  for  the  baggage  (the  managers  of  public  conveyances  abroad  often 
insist  upon  each  package  being  addressed,  before  Ihey  will  take  charge  of 
it) ;  and  one  or  two  leather  straps,  to  keep  together  books,  coats,  shawls, 
&c.,  or  small  parcels,  will  be  found  very  useful. 

The  alpenstock  is  an  almost  indisnensable  companion  upon  mountain  jour* 
neys,  and  may  be  procured  everywhere  in  Switzerland  for  about  a  franc.  It 
is  a  stout  pole,  6i  or  6  ft.  long,  with  an  iron  spike  at  one  end.  The 
pedestrian  who  knows  how  to  use  it  appreciates  its  value  as  a  staff  and 
leaping-pole,  but  chiefiy  as  a  support  in  descending  the  mountains ;  it 
then  becomes,  as  it  were,  a  third  leg.  It  enables  one  to  transfer  a  part  of 
the  weight  of  the  body  from  the  legs  to  the  arms,  which  is  a  great  relief  in 
descenmng  long  and  steen  hills.  By  the  aid  of  it  also  travellers  in  the  high 
Alps  are  enabled  to  sliae  down  steep  slopes  of  snow  with  great  ease  after 
some  practice,  checking  the  velocity  of  their  course,  when  it  becomes  too 
great,  by  leaning  back,  and  driving  the  point  deeper.  In  crossing  glaciers, 
it  is  indispensable,  to  feel  the  strength  of  the  ice,  and  ascertain  whether  it  be 
free  from  crevasses  and  able  to  bear  the  weight.  The  alpenstock  is  usually 
of  fir,  but  the  only  trustworthy  ones  are  of  ash,  and  sufficiently  strong  to 
bear  the  weizht  of  a  man  seated  on  the  middle  while  the  ends  rest  on  2 
supports.  The  common  alpenstocks  are  not  to  be  trusted  on  high  excur- 
sions ;  it  is  safer  to  order  an  ash  pole  as  high  as  the  traveller's  chin,  and 
about  4  inches  in  circumference,  with  a  steel  spike  very  solidly  attached  to 
the  lower  end.    The  chamois-horn  often  appended  to  the  alpenstocks  of 


§  12. — BANGEBS  OF  ALPINE  TRAYBLLZRa.  ,  XXXV 

the  shops  18  ahfiuid  and  inoonyenient,  if  not  dangerons.  (See  below  for 
ice-axe.) 

Dangers  <f  Alpine  travelling  and  precautions  to  he  adopted. — Within 
the  last  few  years  the  desire  to  imdertake  difficult  and  adventurous 
expeditions  in  the  high  Alps  has  become  common  amongst  our  countrymen. 
By  many  hardy  and  dangerous  exploits  they  have  proved  their  aptness  for 
this  new  description  of  sport,  but  several  fatal  accidents,  and  a  still  larger 
number  of  hairbreadth  and  unexpected  escapes,  have  shown  the  necessity 
for  imposing  some  prudential  restraint,  or  at  least  some  increased  caution, 
upon  inexperienced  travellers  who  are  liable  to  be  led  into  danger  by  the 
spirit  of  imitation.  Mountaineers  who  well  understand  their  own  pursuit, 
who  have  ascertained  by  continued  practice  the  limits  of  their  own 
strength  and  endurance,  who  know  what  the  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  are, 
and  how  these  may  best  be  avoided,  do  not  require,  and  would  not  accept 
advice.  Those  who,  with  little  or  no  knowledge  and  experience,  wish  to 
engage  in  a  pursuit  wherein  they  may  at  any  moment  risk  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  their  companions,  may  benefit  by  the  advice  of  their  veteran 
predecessors,  provided  they  will  remember  that  no  advice  can  dispense 
with  the  necessity  for  practical  training,  and  some  familiarity  with  the 
peculiar  phenomena  of  the  ice-region  of  the  high  Alps.  -  The  followine 
paragraphs  are  condensed  from  the  18th  chapter  of  *  Peaks,  Passes,  and 
Glaciers,'  by  Members  of  the  Alpine  Club. 

The  dangers  of  Alpine  expeditions  may  be  divided  into  two  classes — 
the  real  and  the  imaginary.  Where  a  ridge  or  slope  of  rock  or  ice  is  such 
that  it  could  be  traversed  without  difficulty  if  it  lay  but  a  few  feet  above 
the  level  of  a  garden,  the  substitution  on  either  side  of  a  precipice  some 
thousands  of  feet  in  depth,  or  of  a  glacier  crevasse,  makes  no  real  difference 
in  the  work  to  be  done,  though  it  may  have  a  formidable  effect  on  the 
traveller's  imagination.  Those  who  cannot  remove  this  source  of  danger 
by  aoenstoming  themselves  to  look  immoved  down  vertical  precipices,  and, 
in  cases  of  real  difficulty,  to  fix  their  attention  exclusively  on  the  ledge  or 
jutting  crag  to  which  they  must  cling  with  foot  or  hand,  should  avoid 
expeditions  where  a  moment's  nervousness  may  endanger  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  others. 

The  real  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  may,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be 
reduced  to  three.  First,  the  yielding  of  the  snow  bridges  that  cover  glacier 
crevasses ;  second,  the  risk  of  slipping  upon  steep  slopes  of  hard  ice ;  third, 
the  faU  of  ice  or  rocks  from  above. 

From  the  first  and  most  frequent  source  of  danger,  absolute  security  is 
obtained  by  a  precaution  generally  known,  but  often  neglected.  In  the 
hi^^  region  of  the  glaciers  crevasses,  even  of  considerable  width,  are 
often  completely  bridged  over  by  a  covering  of  snow,  so  that  no  indication 
of  their  existence  is  seen  on  the  surface  of  the  glacier.  The  snow  bridges 
often  yield  under  the  weight  of  a  man's  footsteps ;  in  such  a  case  an  active 
man  whose  attention  is  on  the  alert  may  sometimes  extricate  himself  at 
once,  but  it  more  commonly  happens  that  he  falls  into  the  chasm  beneath, 
in  which  case  Ms  chance  of  life  is  &int  indeed.  But  if  several  travellers 
are  tied  together  with  a  stout  rope,  as  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable 
that  a  majority  of  them  should  fall  at  the  same  moment  into  the  same 
crevasse,  no  appreciable  danger  from  this  cause  need  be  incurred.  Even 
two  travellers  tied  together  may  with  proper  attention  avoid  this  risk,  br 
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greater  security  is  obtaiiied  when  they  are  three  or  more  in  number.  It 
is  mainly  because  ^e  cannot  be  protected  from  this  danger  that  a  man 
who  goes  alone  over  the  higher  regions  of  the  great  glaciers  incurs  a  risk 
that  must  be  called  unjustifiable. 

For  surmounting  steep  ice  slopes  by  cutting  the  necessar}     .^  ^ 

is  the  proper  instrument,  but  there  is  some  diflerence  of  opinion  f  .  ♦    t   ^    "«t 
form  to  be  given  to  it.    Considerable  practice  is  required  to  ust 
ment  with  effect,  and  few  amateurs  acquire  much  proficiency,    jl. 
derable  expeditions  it  is  well  to  carry  a  second  axe ;  it  will  sometim 
time,  and  supply  a  serious  deficiency  if  the  first  should  be  lost  or  * 
A  committee  of  the  Alpine  Club,  in  1864;,  recommended  3  des' 
ice-as  e.    These  are  to  be  procured  complete  of  Mr.  I^ver,  me 
Maidenhead,  at  the  prices  of  18s.,  21s.,  and  22s.  respectively. 

Crampons  for  the  feet  are  never  used  by  Englisn  mountaine 
the  best  snides,  who  trust  entirely  to  their  nailed  boots  an 
Persons  who  have  not  sufficient  nails  to  their  boots,  may  suppler 
on  occasion,  by  screws  of  hard  steel  with  square  four-poin 
arranged  in  a  convenient  way  for  being  driven  into  the  soles 
They  are  sold  in  London  by  Lund,  in  Fleet-street,  and  have  t 
very  useful. 

In  spite  of  these  precautions  a  traveller  may  slip  on  an  ice  si* 
if  unchecked,  a  fall  would  lead  to  certain  destruction.  Against  ^ 
the  rope  is  usually  an  effectual  preservative.  Cases,  however,  c 
the  footing  is  so  precarious  that  a  party  cannot  be  tied  togetbei 
were  to  slip,  he  would  inevitably  drag  all  his  companions  along  v 
destruction.  It  is  for  those  concerned  to  consider  whether  in  sue 
the  object  in  view  is  such  as  to  justify  the  inevitable  peril  of  the 

The  danger  arising  from  ice  and  fragments  of  rock  £edling  ^ 

track  may,  to  a  great  extent,  be  avoided  by  a  judicious  choice  of 
perienced  mountaineers  learn  to  recognize  the  positions  where  ic  ^ 

from  a  higher  level  descends  over  a  precipice  or  steep  slope  of  rc^i..  )y 

either  avoid  such  spots  altogether  or  are  careful  to  pass  them  early  in  the 
morning,  before  the  sun  has  loosened  the  impending  masses,  or  late  in  the 
day,  after  his  rays  have  been  withdrawn. 

'  The  ordinary  risks  of  Alpine  adventure  are  seriously  increased  during 
bad  weather,  and  new  dangers  may  then  assail  the  traveller.  Masses  of 
rock  are  then  detached  from  their  previously  firm  resting-places,  and  come 
thundering  down  across  the  track.  Falling  snow  obscures  the  view  and 
effaces  the  footprints,  so  that  it  soon  becomes  equally  difficult  to  advance 
and  to  retreat.  Worst  of  all,  when  snow  is  accompanied  by  violent  susts 
of  wind,  the  tourmente,  or  snow  whirlwind,  bewilders  the  traveller,  half- 
blinded  by  the  fine  dust-like  snow  of  the  higher  regions,  and  benumbs  his 
limbs  with  its  biting  breath,  if  he  be  unable  to  keep  up  rapid  exercise.  A 
reasonable  man  will  avoid  bad  weather  in  the  high  Alps  whenever  it  can  be 
foreseen,  or  resort  to  an  immediate  retreat  when  unexpectedly  attacked  by 
it.  Attention  to  the  bearings  of  the  compass  and  to  landmarks  when  the 
appearance  of  the  weather  becomes  doubtful  will  generally  enable  a  party 
to  retrace  their  steps.  Few  summer  travellers  have  an  idea  of  the  possible 
terrors  of  the  Alps. 

The  best  general  rule  for  unpractised  travellers  wishing  to  attempt  a 
difficult  excursion  is  to  take  two  good  guides  for  each  traveller,  to  trust  to 
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ihdr  advice  about  the  weather,  to  be  careful  to  see  before  starting  that  they 
are  supplied  with  a  sufBcieucy  of  good  sound  rope,  wd,  when  the  time 
comes  for  using  it,  to  insist  that  it  shall  be  fastened  *round  the  waist  of 
each  member  of  the  party,  so  that  both  his  arms  shall  be  free  for  use  in 
case  of  an  emergency.  To  a  neglect  of  this  last  precaution  must  doubtless 
he  attributed  the  loss  of  three  English  travellers  on  the  Col  du  Gdant  in 
I860. 

In  all  excursions  on  the  higher  glaciers  spectacles  of  dark  glass  should 
be  used  to  protect  the  eyes  from  the  glare  of  the  snow.  Serious  cases  of 
inflammation  have  arisen  from  the  neglect  of  this  precaution.  A  gauze  veil 
serves  to  protect  the  traveller  in  some  degree  from  the  effects  of  the  intense 
radiance  of  the  sun,  and  the  glare  of  its  reflexion  from  the  snow.  Most 
travellers  in  the  upper  regions  lose  the  skin  from  every  exposed  part  of  the 
face  and  neck.  Glycerine  or  cold  cream  is  a  preservative,  or  at  least  serves 
to  give  relief  from  this  inconvenient  concomitant  of  the  pleasures  of  snow- 
travelling.  Some  persons  recommend  collodion,  especially  for  the  lips, 
which  are  apt  to  split  in  a  painful  way. 

PrteantioMfor  Eealih. — Nothing  is  more  conducive  to  health  than  the 
combination  of  exercise,  pure  air,  and  wholesome  enjoyment  which  is 
found  by  a  pedestrian  in  the  Alps.  A  few  simple  rules  should,  how- 
ever, be  observed : — 

If  not  already  in  training,  be  content  to  make  very  short  journeys  at 
first,  and  never  allow  your  feet  to  blister.  After  a  fortnight's  practice  you 
may  undertake  whatever  you  please.  Any  youth,  not  of  a  weakly  frame, 
can  readily  put  himself  into  sufficient ''  training  "  to  undertake  first-class 
excnrsions;  but,  without  some  training,  the  strongest-limbed  athlete 
would  break  down. 

Immediately  on  your  arrival,  after  a  day's  walk,  wash  extensively  with 
soap  and  hot  water  and  change  your  linen.  If  at  all  fatigued,  or  if  the 
circulation  be  hurried,  lie  down  after  washing  and  dressing,  and  try  to 
sleep  for  a  few  minutes  before  dinner.  When  you  have  only  a  knapsack 
you  should  keep  one  set  of  underclothing  for  the  evening  exclusively. 

After  a  moderate  walk  ordinary  diet  with  wine  and  beer  is  unobjec- 
tionable ;  but  when  fatigued  by  unusual  exertion  there  is  nothing  so 
useful  as  tea.  After  it  you  will  sleep  soundly  when  otherwise  you  would 
have  bcMm  disturbed  and  feverish.  A  tumbler  of  lemon-juice,  water,  and 
sugar,  if  sipped  (not  gulped  down),  materially  allays  feverishness.  Lemons 
can  always  be  got  at  the  inns. 
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AND  PEOPLE — ABATES. 

In  Older  to  travel  with  advantage  in  a  country  previously  unknown, 
something  more  seems  necessary  than  a  mere  detail  of  certain  lines  of  road, 
and  an  enumeration  of  towns,  villages,  mountains,  &c.  The  following 
section  has  been  prepared  with  a  view  to  furnish  such  preliminary  informa- 
tioQ  as  may  enable  the  tourist  to  turn  his  time  to  the  best  account ;  to 
decide  where  to  dwell,  and  where  to  pass  quickly.  The  task  is  difficult : 
let  this  serve  as  an  excuse  for  its  imperfect  execution. 
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to  travel  in  tweed  trowsera,  not  in  linen,  which  afford  no  protec- 
tion against  rain  or  changes  of  temperature  in  mountain  regions.  The 
clothes,  if  woollen,  can  hardly  he  too  thin  or  light.  In  the  months 
when  Englishmen  travel  it  is  seldom  cold,  and  often  extremely  hot. 
No  one  who  has  not  ascended  a  mountain  or  a  pass  in  the  sun  can 
form  an  idea  of  the  intense  heat  he  will  he  suhject  to. 

Fortmanteaus  are  hetter  in  England  than  anywhere  else,  hut  should  not 
be  too  large.  A  carpet-hag  or  knapsack  should  always  he  taken,  as  a  port- 
manteau requires  a  luggage-mule  or  a  porter,  whilst  a  carpet-hag  will  go 
behind  the  saddle,  and  the  portmanteau  may  be  sent  round  by  the  high  road. 

Knapsacks  are  of  two  sorts  :  mackintosh  with  stiff  sides,  and  intended 
to  carry  a  complete  equipment,  in  which  case  they  should  be  tolerably 
large ;  and  mackintosh  or  oilskin  without  a  frame  or  stiffening,  so  as  to 
pack  in  a  portmanteau,  but  large  enough  to  carry  a  supply  of  clothes  for  a 
week  or  two. 

A  flask  is  sometimes  carried ;  but  spirits  during  violent  exertion,  and 
especially  at  great  heights,  are  to  be  avoided :  wine  diluted  plentifully 
with  water  is  usually  preferred ;  but  many  experienced  mountaineers  find 
cold  tea  a  better  preservative  from  thirst.  Many  persons  find  relief  from 
the  intense  thirst  by  keeping  a  X)ebble  in  the  mouth.  In  ascending  to 
great  heights  dried  raisins  or  prunes  are  also  found  advantageous. 

A  telacope  is  not  of  much  use,  as  the  view  is  seldom  minute.  A 
*'  duchesse  "  opera  glass  is  far  better. 

Lee,  440,  West  Strand,  London,  bookseller  and  stationer,  furnishes 
many  requisites  for  travellers,  including  a  very  portable  writing-case.  No 
pedestrian  should  travel  without  a  pocket-compass,  nor  without  a  leather 
drinking-cup. 

Cards  or  pieces  of  parchment,  or,  better  still,  adhesive  labels,  for  writing 
directions  for  the  bi^gage  (the  managers  of  public  conveyances  abroad  often 
innst  upon  each  package  being  addressed,  before  they  will  take  charge  of 
it) ;  and  one  or  two  leather  straps,  to  keep  together  books,  coats,  shawls, 
&c.,  or  small  parcels,  will  be  found  very  usefuJ. 

The  alpenstock  is  an  almost  indispensable  companion  upon  mountain  jonr- 
neys,  ana  may  be  procured  everywhere  in  Switzerland  for  about  a  franc.  It 
is  a  stout  pole,  6}  or  6  ft.  long,  with  an  iron  spike  at  one  end.  The 
pedestrian  who  knows  how  to  use  it  appreciates  its  value  as  a  staff  and 
leaping-pole,  but  chiefly  as  a  support  in  descending  i^e  mountains;  it 
then  becomes,  as  it  were,  a  third  leg.  It  enables  one  to  transfer  a  part  of 
the  weight  of  the  body  from  the  legs  to  the  arms,  which  is  a  great  relief  in 
descen£ng  long  and  steep  hills.  By  the  aid  of  it  also  travellers  in  the  high 
Alps  are  enabled  to  slide  down  steep  slopes  of  snow  with  great  ease  after 
some  practice,  checking  the  velocity  of  their  course,  when  it  becomes  too 
great,  by  leaning  back,  and  driving  the  point  deeper.  In  crossing  glaciers, 
it  is  indispensable,  to  feel  the  strength  of  the  ice,  and  ascertain  whether  it  be 
free  from  crevasses  and  able  to  bear  the  weight.  The  alpenstock  is  nsually 
of  fir,  but  the  only  trustworthy  ones  are  of  ash,  and  sufficiently  strong  to 
bear  the  weisht  of  a  man  seated  on  the  middle  while  the  ends  rest  on  2 
supports.  The  common  alpenstocks  are  not  to  be  trusted  on  high  excur- 
sions ;  it  is  safer  to  order  an  ash  pole  as  high  as  the  traveller's  chin,  and 
about  4  inches  in  drcumferenoe,  with  a  steel  spike  very  solidly  attached  to 
be  lower  end.    The  chamois-horn  often  appended  to  the  alpenstocks  of 
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the  shops  18  absurd  and  inconvenient,  if  not  dangerous.  (See  below  for 
ice-axe.) 

Dangers  cf  Alpine  travelling  and  jprecautions  to  he  adopted. — Within 
the  last  few  years  the  desire  to  undertake  difficult  and  adventurous 
expeditions  in  the  high  Alps  has  become  common  amongst  our  countrymen. 
By  many  hardy  and  dangerous  exploits  they  have  proved  their  aptness  for 
this  new  description  of  sport,  but  several  fatal  accidents,  and  a  still  larger 
number  of  hairbreadth  and  unexpected  escapes,  have  shown  the  necessity 
for  imposing  some  prudential  restraint,  or  at  least  some  increased  caution, 
upon  inexperienced  travellers  who  are  liable  to  be  led  into  danger  by  the 
spirit  of  imitation.  Mountaineers  who  well  understand  their  own  pursuit, 
who  have  ascertained  by  continued  practice  the  limits  of  their  own 
strength  and  endurance,  who  know  what  the  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  are, 
and  how  these  may  best  be  avoided,  do  not  require,  and  would  not  accept 
advice.  Those  who,  with  little  or  no  knowledge  and  experience,  wish  to 
engage  in  a  pursuit  wherein  they  may  at  any  moment  risk  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  their  companions,  may  benefit  by  the  advice  of  their  veteran 
predecessors,  provided  they  will  remember  that  no  advice  can  dispense 
with  the  necessity  for  practical  training,  and  some  familiarity  with  the 
peculiar  phenomena  of  the  ice-region  of  the  high  Alps.  -  The  following 
psuragraphs  are  condensed  from  the  18th  chapter  of  '  Peaks,  Passes,  and 
Glaciers,'  by  Members  of  the  Alpine  Club. 

The  dangers  of  Alpine  expeditions  may  be  divided  into  two  classes — 
the  real  and  the  imaginary.  Where  a  ridge  or  slope  of  rock  or  ice  is  such 
that  it  could  be  traversed  without  difficulty  if  it  lay  but  a  few  feet  above 
the  level  of  a  garden,  the  substitution  on  either  side  of  a  precipice  some 
thousands  of  feet  in  depth,  or  of  a  glacier  crevasse,  makes  no  real  difference 
in  the  work  to  be  done,  though  it  may  have  a  formidable  effect  on  the 
traveller's  imagination.  Those  who  cannot  remove  this  source  of  danger 
by  accustoming  themselves  to  look  tmmoved  down  vertical  precipices,  and, 
in  cases  of  real  difficulty,  to  fix  their  attention  exclusively  on  the  ledge  or 
jutting  crag  to  which  they  must  cling  with  foot  or  hand,  should  avoid 
expeditions  where  a  moment's  nervousness  may  endanger  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  others. 

The  real  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  may,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be 
reduced  to  three.  First,  the  yielding  of  the  snow  bridges  that  cover  glacier 
crevasses ;  second,  the  risk  of  slipping  upon  steep  slopes  of  hard  ice ;  third, 
the  fall  of  ice  or  rocks  from  above. 

IVom  the  first  and  most  frequent  source  of  danger,  absolute  security  is 
obtained  by  a  precaution  generally  known,  but  often  neglected.  In  the 
hitler  region  of  the  glaciers  crevasses,  even  of  considerable  width,  are 
often  completely  bridged  over  by  a  covering  of  snow,  so  that  no  indication 
of  iheir  existence  is  seen  on  the  surface  of  the  glacier.  'The  snow  bridges 
often  yield  under  the  weight  of  a  man's  footsteps ;  in  such  a  case  an  active 
man  whose  attention  is  on  the  alert  may  sometimes  extricate  himself  at 
onoe,  but  it  more  commonly  happens  that  he  falls  into  the  chasm  beneath, 
in  which  case  his  chance  of  life  is  faint  indeed.  But  if  several  travellers 
are  tied  together  with  a  stout  rope,  as  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  impro^ble 
that  a  majority  of  them  should  fall  at  the  same  moment  into  the  same 
crevasse,  no  appreciable  danger  finom  this  cause  need  be  incurred.  Even 
two  travellers  tied  together  may  witiii  proper  attention  avoid  this  risk,  br" 
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to  travel  in  tweed  trowaers,  not  in  linen,  which  afford  no  protec- 
tion against  rain  or  changes  of  temperature  in  mountain  regions.  The 
clothes,  if  woollen,  can  hardly  be  too  thin  or  light.  In  the  months 
when  Englishmen  travel  it  is  seldom  cold,  and  often  extremely  hot. 
No  one  who  has  not  ascended  a  mountain  or  a  pass  in  the  sun  can 
form  an  idea  of  the  intense  heat  he  will  be  subject  to. 

Fortmanteaia  are  better  in  England  than  anywhere  else,  but  should  not 
be  too  large.  A  carpet-bag  or  knapsack  should  always  be  taken,  as  a  port- 
manteau requires  a  luggage-mule  or  a  porter,  whilst  a  carpet-bag  will  go 
behind  the  saddle,  and  the  portmanteau  may  be  sent  round  by  the  high  road. 

Knapsacks  are  of  two  sorts  :  mackiDtosh  with  stiff  sides,  and  intended 
to  carry  a  complete  equipment,  in  which  case  they  should  be  tolerably 
large ;  and  mackintosh  or  oilskin  without  a  frame  or  stiffening,  so  as  to 
pack  in  a  portmanteau,  but  large  enough  to  carry  a  supply  of  clothes  for  a 
week  or  two. 

A  flask  is  sometimes  carried ;  but  spirits  during  violent  exertion,  and 
especially  at  great  heights,  are  to  be  avoided :  wine  diluted  plentifully 
with  water  is  usually  preferred ;  but  many  experienced  mountaineers  find 
cold  tea  a  better  preservative  from  thirst.  Many  persons  find  relief  from 
the  intense  thirst  by  keeping  a  pebble  in  the  mouth.  In  ascending  to 
great  heights  dried  raisins  or  prunes  are  also  found  advantageous. 

A  telescope  is  not  of  much  use,  as  the  view  is  seldom  minute.  A 
**  duchesse  "  opera  glass  is  far  better. 

Lee,  440,  West  Strand,  London,  bookseller  and  stationer,  furnishes 
many  requisites  for  travellers,  including  a  very  portable  writing-case.  No 
pedestrian  should  travel  without  a  pocket-compass,  nor  without  a  leather 
drinking-cup. 

Cards  or  pieces  of  parchment,  or,  better  still,  adhesive  labels,  for  writing 
directions  for  the  baggage  (the  managers  of  public  conveyances  abroad  often 
insist  upon  each  package  being  addressed,  before  tiiey  will  take  charge  of 
it) ;  and  one  or  two  leather  straps,  to  keep  together  books,  coate,  shawls, 
&e.,  or  small  parcels,  will  be  found  very  useful. 

The  alpenstock  is  an  almost  indispensable  companion  upon  mountain  joar- 
neys,  ana  may  be  procured  everywhere  in  Switzerland  for  about  a  franc.  It 
is  a  stout  pole,  6}  or  6  ft.  long,  with  an  iron  spike  at  one  end.  The 
pedestrian  who  knows  how  to  use  it  appreciates  its  value  as  a  staff  and 
leaping-pole,  but  chiefly  as  a  support  in  descending  the  mountains ;  it 
then  becomes,  as  it  were,  a  third  leg.  It  enables  one  to  transfer  a  part  of 
the  weight  of  the  body  from  the  legs  to  the  arms,  which  is  a  great  relief  in 
descending  long  and  steen  hills.  By  the  aid  of  it  also  travellers  in  the  high 
Alps  are  enabled  to  slide  down  steep  slopes  of  snow  with  great  ease  after 
some  practice,  checking  the  velocity  of  their  course,  when  it  becomes  too 
great,  by  leaning  back,  and  driving  the  point  deeper.  In  crossing  glaciers, 
it  is  indispensable,  to  feel  the  strength  of  the  ice,  and  ascertain  whether  it  be 
free  from  crevasses  and  able  to  bear  the  weight.  The  alpenstock  is  usually 
of  fir,  but  the  only  trustworthy  ones  are  of  ash,  and  sufSciently  strong  to 
bear  the  weight  of  a  man  seated  on  the  middle  while  the  ends  rest  on  2 
supporte.  ^  The  common  alpenstocks  are  not  to  be  trusted  on  high  excur- 
sions ;  it  is  safer  to  order  an  ash  pole  as  high  as  the  traveller's  chin,  and 
about  4  inches  in  drcumferenoe,  with  a  steel  spike  very  solidly  attached  to 
the  lower  end.    The  chamois-horn  often  appended  to  the  alpenstocks  of 
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the  shops  is  alMurd  and  inoonvenient,  if  not  dangerous.    (See  below  for 

Dangers  of  Jlpine  travelling  and  precautions  to  he  adopted. — ^Within 
the  last  few  years  the  desire  to  undertake  difficult  and  adventurous 
expeditions  in  the  high  Alps  has  become  common  amongst  our  countrymen. 
By  many  hardy  and  dangerous  exploits  they  have  proved  their  aptness  for 
tlus  new  description  of  sport,  but  several  fatal  accidents,  and  a  still  larger 
number  of  hairbreadth  and  unexpected  escapes,  have  shown  the  necessity 
for  imposing  some  prudential  restraint,  or  at  least  some  increased  caution, 
upon  inexperienced  travellers  who  are  liable  to  be  led  into  danger  by  the 
spirit  of  imitation.  Mountaineers  who  well  understand  their  own  pursuit, 
who  have  ascertained  by  continued  practice  the  limits  of  their  own 
strength  and  endurance,  who  know  what  the  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  are, 
and  how  these  may  best  be  avoided,  do  not  require,  and  would  not  accept 
advice.  Those  who,  with  little  or  no  knowledge  and  experience,  wish  to 
engs^  in  a  pursuit  wherein  they  may  at  any  moment  risk  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  their  companions,  may  benefit  by  the  advice  of  their  veteran 
predecessors,  provided  they  will  remember  that  no  advice  can  dispense 
with  the  necessity  for  practical  training,  and  some  familiarity  with  the 
peculiar  phenomena  of  the  ic&-r^ion  of  the  high  Alps.  -  The  following 
paragraphs  are  condensed  from  the  18th  chapter  of  '  Peaks,  Passes,  and 
Glaciers,'  by  Members  of  the  Alpine  Club. 

The  dangers  of  Alpine  expeditions  may  be  divided  into  two  classes — 
the  real  and  the  imaginary.  Where  a  ridge  or  slope  of  rock  or  ice  is  such 
that  it  could  be  traversed  without  difficulty  if  it  lay  but  a  few  feet  above 
the  level  of  a  garden,  the  substitution  on  either  side  of  a  precipice  some 
thoasands  of  feet  in  depth,  or  of  a  glacier  crevasse,  makes  no  real  difference 
in  the  work  to  be  done,  though  it  may  have  a  formidable  effect  on  the 
traveller's  imagination.  Those  who  cannot  remove  this  source  of  danger 
by  aecostoming  themselves  to  look  tmmoved  down  vertical  precipices,  and, 
in  cases  of  real  difficulty,  to  fix  their  attention  exclusively  on  the  ledge  or 
jutting  crag  to  which  they  must  cling  with  foot  or  hand,  should  avoid 
expeditions  where  a  moment's  nervousness  may  endanger  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  others. 

The  real  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  may,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be 
reduced  to  three.  First,  the  yielding  of  the  snow  bridges  that  cover  glacier 
crevasses;  second,  the  risk  of  slipping  upon  steep  slopes  of  hard  ice ;  third, 
the  fall  of  ice  or  rocks  from  above. 

From  the  first  and  most  frequent  source  of  danger,  absolute  security  is 
obtained  by  a  precaution  generally  known,  but  often  neglected.  In  the 
higher  r^on  of  the  glaciers  crevasses,  even  of  considerable  width,  are 
often  completely  bridged  over  by  a  covering  of  snow,  so  that  no  indication 
of  their  existence  is  seen  on  the  surface  of  the  glacier.  The  snow  bridges 
often  yield  under  the  weight  of  a  man's  footsteps ;  in  such  a  case  an  active 
man  whose  attention  is  on  the  alert  may  sometimes  extricate  himself  at 
once,  but  it  more  commonly  happens  that  he  falls  into  the  chasm  beneath, 
in  which  case  his  chance  of  life  is  faint  indeed.  But  if  several  travellers 
are  tied  together  with  a  stout  rope,  as  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable 
that  a  majority  of  them  should  fall  at  the  same  moment  into  the  same 
crevasse,  no  appreciable  danger  from  this  cause  need  be  incurred.  Even 
two  travellers  ^ed  together  may  with  proper  attention  avoid  this  risk,  but 
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to  travel  in  tweed  trowsers,  not  in  linen,  which  afford  no  protec- 
tion against  rain  or  changes  of  temperature  in  mountain  regions.  The 
clothes,  if  woollen,  can  hardly  be  too  thin  or  light.  In  the  months 
when  Englishmen  travel  it  is  seldom  cold,  and  often  extremely  hot. 
Ko  one  who  has  not  ascended  a  mountain  or  a  pass  in  the  sun  can 
form  an  idea  of  the  intense  heat  he  will  be  subject  to. 

Fortmanteaia  are  better  in  England  than  anywhere  else,  but  should  not 
be  too  large.  A  carpet-bag  or  knapsack  should  always  be  taken,  as  a  port- 
manteau requires  a  luggage-mule  or  a  porter,  whilst  a  carpet-bag  will  go 
behind  the  saddle,  and  the  portmanteau  may  be  sent  round  by  the  high  road. 

Knapsacks  are  of  two  sorts  :  mackiotosh  with  stiff  sides,  and  intended 
to  carry  a  complete  equipment,  in  which  case  they  should  be  tolerably 
large ;  and  mackintosh  or  oilskin  without  a  frame  or  stiffening,  so  as  to 
pack  in  a  portmanteau,  but  large  enough  to  carry  a  supply  of  clothes  for  a 
week  or  two. 

A  flask  is  sometimes  carried ;  but  spirits  during  violent  exertion,  and 
especially  at  great  heights,  are  to  be  avoided :  wine  diluted  plentifully 
with  water  is  usually  preferred ;  but  many  experienced  mountaineers  find 
cold  tea  a  better  preservative  from  thirst.  Many  persons  find  relief  from 
the  intense  thirst  by  keeping  a  pebble  in  the  mouth.  In  ascending  to 
great  heights  dried  raisins  or  prunes  are  also  found  advantageous. 

A  telescope  is  not  of  much  use,  as  the  view  is  seldom  minute.  A 
"  duchesse  **  opera  glass  is  far  better. 

Lee,  440,  West  Strand,  London,  bookseller  and  stationer,  fnmifihes 
many  requisites  for  travellers,  including  a  very  portable  writing-case.  Ko 
pedestrian  should  travel  without  a  pocket-compass,  nor  without  a  leather 
drinking-cup. 

Cards  or  pieces  of  parchment,  or,  better  still,  adhesive  labels,  for  writing 
directions  for  the  baggage  (the  managers  of  public  conveyances  abroad  often 
insist  upon  each  package  being  addressed,  before  they  will  take  charge  of 
it) ;  and  one  or  two  leather  straps,  to  keep  together  books,  coats,  shawls, 
&c.,  or  small  parcels,  will  be  found  very  useful. 

The  alpenstock  is  an  almost  indispensable  companion  upon  mountain  jour- 
neys, and  may  be  procured  everywhere  in  Switzerland  for  about  a  franc.  It 
is  a  stout  pole,  6}  or  6  ft.  long,  with  an  iron  spike  at  one  end.  The 
pedestrian  who  knows  how  to  use  it  appreciates  its  value  as  a  staff  and 
leaping-pole,  but  chiefly  as  a  support  in  descending  the  moxmtains;  it 
then  becomes,  as  it  were,  a  third  leg.  It  enables  one  to  transfer  a  part  of 
the  weight  of  the  body  from  the  legs  to  the  arms,  which  is  a  great  relief  in 
descending  long  and  steep  hills.  By  the  aid  of  it  also  travellers  in  the  high 
Alps  are  enabled  to  slide  down  steep  slopes  of  snow  with  great  ease  after 
some  practice,  checking  the  velocity  of  their  course,  when  it  becomes  too 
great,  by  leaning  back,  and  driving  the  point  deeper.  In  crossing  glaciers, 
it  is  indispensable,  to  feel  the  strength  of  the  ice,  and  ascertain  whefJ^er  it  be 
free  from  crevasses  and  able  to  bear  the  weight.  The  alpenstock  is  usually 
of  fir,  but  the  only  trustworthy  ones  are  of  ash,  and  sufficiently  strong  to 
bear  the  weight  of  a  man  seated  on  the  middle  while  the  ends  rest  on  2 
supports.  ^  The  common  alpenstocks  are  not  to  be  trusted  on  high  excur- 
sions ;  it  is  safer  to  order  an  ash  pole  as  high  as  the  traveller's  chin,  and 
about  4  inches  in  dicumferenoe,  with  a  steel  spike  very  solidly  attached  to 
the  lower  end.    The  chamois-horn  often  appended  to  the  alpenstocks  of 
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the  shops  is  absurd  and  inoonvenient,  if  not  dangerous.    (See  below  for 

Dangers  cf  Alpine  traveUiitg  and  precautions  to  he  adopted. — Within 
the  last  few  years  tbe  desire  to  undertake  difficult  and  adventurous 
expeditions  in  the  high  Alps  has  become  common  amongst  our  countrymen. 
By  many  hardy  and  dangerous  exploits  they  have  proved  their  aptness  for 
this  new  description  of  sport,  but  several  fatal  accidents,  and  a  still  larger 
number  of  hairbreadth  and  unexpected  escapes,  have  shown  the  necessity 
for  imposing  some  prudential  restraint,  or  at  least  some  increased  caution, 
upon  inexperienced  travellers  who  are  liable  to  be  led  into  danger  by  the 
spirit  of  imitation.  Mountaineers  who  well  understand  their  own  pursuit, 
who  have  ascertained  by  continued  practice  the  limits  of  their  own 
strength  and  endurance,  who  know  what  the  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  are, 
and  how  these  may  best  be  avoided,  do  not  require,  and  would  not  accept 
advice.  Those  who,  with  little  or  no  knowledge  and  experience,  wish  to 
engage  in  a  pursuit  wherein  they  may  at  any  moment  risk  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  their  companions,  may  benefit  by  the  advice  of  their  veteran 
predecessors,  provided  they  will  remember  that  no  advice  can  dispense 
with  the  necessity  for  practical  training,  and  some  familiarity  with  the 
peculiar  phenomena  of  the  ice-region  of  the  high  Alps. '  The  following 
paragraphs  are  condensed  from  the  18th  chapter  of  '  Peaks,  Passes,  and 
Glaciers,'  by  Members  of  the  Alpine  Club. 

The  diangers  of  Alpine  expeditions  may  be  divided  into  two  classes — 
the  real  and  the  imaginary.  Where  a  ridge  or  slope  of  rock  or  ice  is  such 
that  it  could  be  traversed  without  difficulty  if  it  lay  but  a  few  feet  above 
the  level  of  a  garden,  the  substitution  on  either  side  of  a  precipice  some 
thousands  of  feet  in  depth,  or  of  a  glacier  crevasse,  makes  no  real  difference 
in  the  work  to  be  done,  though  it  may  have  a  formidable  effect  on  the 
traveller's  imagination.  Those  who  cannot  remove  this  source  of  danger 
by  accustoming  themselves  to  look  unmoved  down  vertical  precipices,  and, 
in  cases  of  real  difficulty,  to  fix  their  attention  exclusively  on  the  ledge  or 
jutting  crag  to  which  they  must  cling  with  foot  or  hand,  should  avoid 
expeditions  where  a  moment's  nervousness  may  endanger  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  others. 

The  real  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  may,  tmder  ordinary  circumstances,  be 
reduced  to  three.  First,  the  yielding  of  the  snow  bridges  that  cover  glacier 
crevasaes ;  second,  the  risk  of  slipping  upon  steep  slopes  of  hard  ice ;  third, 
the  fall  of  ice  or  rocks  from  above. 

Prom  the  first  and  most  frequent  source  of  danger,  absolute  security  is 
obtained  by  a  precaution  generally  known,  but  often  neglected.  In  the 
hi^ker  region  of  the  glaciers  crevasses,  even  of  considerable  width,  are 
often  completely  bridged  over  by  a  covering  of  snow,  so  that  no  indication 
of  their  existence  is  seen  on  the  surface  of  the  glacier.  The  snow  bridges 
often  yield  under  the  weight  of  a  man's  footsteps ;  in  such  a  case  an  active 
xxum  whose  attention  is  on  the  alert  may  sometimes  extricate  himself  at 
onoe,  but  it  more  commonly  happens  that  he  falls  into  the  chasm  beneath, 
in  which  case  his  chance  of  life  is  faint  indeed.  But  if  several  travellers 
are  tied  together  with  a  stout  rope,  as  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable 
that  a  majority  of  them  should  fall  at  the  same  moment  into  the  same 
crevBsse,  no  appreciable  danger  from  this  cause  need  be  incurred.  Even 
two  travellers  tied  together  may  with  proper  attention  avoid  this  risk,  but 
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to  travel  in  tweed  trowsers,  not  in  linen,  which  afford  no  protec- 
tion against  rain  or  changes  of  tem})erature  in  mountain  regions.  The 
clothes,  if  woollen,  can  hardly  be  too  thin  or  light.  In  the  months 
when  Englishmen  travel  it  is  seldom  cold,  and  often  extremely  hot. 
No  one  who  has  not  ascended  a  mountain  or  a  pass  in  the  sun  can 
form  an  idea  of  the  intense  heat  he  will  be  subject  to. 

Forimanteaus  are  better  in  England  than  anywhere  else,  but  should  not 
be  too  large.  A  carpet-bag  or  knapsack  should  always  be  taken,  as  a  port- 
manteau requires  a  luggage-mule  or  a  porter,  whilst  a  carpet-bag  will  go 
behind  the  saddle,  and  the  portmanteau  may  be  sent  round  by  the  high  road. 

Knapsacks  are  of  two  sorts  :  mackiDtosh  with  stiff  sides,  and  intended 
to  carry  a  complete  equipment,  in  which  case  they  should  be  tolerably 
large ;  and  mackintosh  or  oilskin  without  a  frame  or  stiffening,  so  as  to 
pack  in  a  portmanteau,  but  large  enough  to  carry  a  supply  of  clothes  for  a 
week  or  two, 

A  flask  is  sometimes  carried ;  but  spirits  during  violent  exertion,  and 
especially  at  great  heights,  are  to  be  avoided :  wine  diluted  plentifully 
with  water  is  usually  preferred ;  but  many  experienced  mountaineers  find 
cold  tea  a  better  preservative  from  thirst.  Many  persons  find  relief  from 
the  intense  thirst  by  keeping  a  pebble  in  the  mouth.  In  ascending  to 
great  heights  dried  raisins  or  prunes  are  also  found  advantageous. 

A  telescope  is  not  of  much  use,  as  the  view  is  seldom  minute.  A 
"  duchesse  *'  opera  glass  is  far  better. 

Lee,  440,  West  Strand,  London,  bookseller  and  stationer,  fumiahes 
many  requisites  for  travellers,  including  a  very  portable  writing-case.  No 
pedestrian  should  travel  without  a  pocket-compass,  nor  without  a  leather 
drinking-cup. 

Cards  or  pieces  of  parchment,  or,  better  still,  adhesive  labels,  for  writing 
directions  for  the  baggage  (the  managers  of  public  conveyances  abroad  often 
insist  upon  each  package  being  addressed,  before  they  will  take  charge  of 
it)  ;  and  one  or  two  leather  straps,  to  keep  together  books,  coats,  shawls, 
&c.,  or  small  parcels,  will  be  found  very  useful. 

The  alpenstwik  is  an  almost  indispensable  companion  upon  mountain  jonr- 
neys,  and  may  be  procured  everywhere  in  Switzerland  for  about  a  franc.  It 
is  a  stout  pole,  6}  or  6  ft.  long,  with  an  iron  spike  at  one  end.  The 
pedestrian  who  knows  how  to  use  it  appreciates  its  value  as  a  staff  and 
leaping-pole,  but  chiefly  as  a  support  in  descending  the  mountains ;  it 
then  becomes,  as  it  were,  a  third  leg.  It  enables  one  to  transfer  a  part  of 
the  weight  of  the  body  from  the  legs  to  the  arms,  which  is  a  great  relief  in 
de8cen£ng  long  and  steep  hills.  By  the  aid  of  it  also  travellers  in  the  high 
Alps  are  enabled  to  slide  down  steep  slopes  of  snow  with  great  ease  after 
some  practice,  checking  the  velocity  of  their  course,  when  it  becomes  too 
great,  by  leaning  back,  and  driving  the  point  deeper.  In  crossing  glaciers, 
it  is  indispensable,  to  feel  the  strength  of  the  ice,  and  ascertain  whether  it  be 
free  from  crevasses  and  able  to  bear  the  weight.  The  alpenstock  is  usually 
of  fir,  but  the  only  trustworthy  ones  are  of  ash,  and  sufficiently  strong  to 
bear  the  weight  of  a  man  seated  on  the  middle  while  the  ends  rest  on  2 
supports.  The  common  alpenstocks  are  not  to  be  trusted  on  high  excur- 
sions ;  it  is  safer  to  order  an  ash  pole  as  high  as  the  traveller's  chin,  and 
about  4  inches  in  drcumferenoe,  with  a  steel  spike  very  solidly  attached  to 
the  lower  end.    The  chamois-horn  often  appended  to  the  alpenstocks  of 
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the  shops  is  absurd  and  inconvenient,  if  not  dangerous.    (See  below  for 

Dangers  of  Alpine  travelling  and  precautions  to  he  adopted. — Within 
the  last  few  years  the  desire  to  undertake  difficult  and  adventurous 
expeditions  in  the  high  Alps  has  become  common  amongst  our  countrymen. 
By  many  hardy  and  dangerous  exploits  they  have  proved  their  aptness  for 
tlus  new  description  of  sport,  but  several  fatal  accidents,  and  a  still  larger 
number  of  hairbreadth  and  unexpected  escapes,  have  shown  the  necessity 
for  imposing  some  prudential  restraint,  or  at  least  some  increased  caution, 
upon  inexperienced  travellers  who  are  liable  to  be  led  into  danger  by  the 
spirit  of  imitation.  Mountaineers  who  well  understand  their  own  pursuit, 
who  have  ascertained  by  continued  practice  the  limits  of  their  own 
strength  and  endurance,  who  know  what  the  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  are, 
and  how  these  may  best  be  avoided,  do  not  require,  and  would  not  accept 
advice.  Those  who,  with  little  or  no  knowledge  and  experience,  wish  to 
ei^ge  in  a  pursuit  wherein  they  may  at  any  moment  risk  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  their  companions,  may  benefit  by  the  advice  of  their  veteran 
predeoessors,  provided  they  will  remember  that  no  advice  can  dispense 
with  the  necessity  for  practical  training,  and  some  familiarity  with  the 
peculiar  phenomena  of  the  ice-region  of  the  high  Alps.  -  The  following 
paragraphs  are  condensed  from  the  18th  chapter  of  '  Peaks,  Passes,  and 
Glaciers,'  by  Members  of  the  Alpine  Club. 

Hie  dangers  of  Alpine  expeditions  may  be  divided  into  two  classes — 
the  real  and  the  imaginary.  Where  a  ridge  or  slope  of  rock  or  ice  is  such 
that  it  could  be  traversed  without  difficulty  if  it  lay  but  a  few  feet  above 
the  level  of  a  garden,  the  substitution  on  either  side  of  a  precipice  some 
thousands  of  feet  in  depth,  or  of  a  glacier  crevasse,  makes  no  real  difference 
in  the  work  to  be  done,  though  it  may  have  a  formidable  effect  on  the 
traveller's  imagination.  Those  who  cannot  remove  this  source  of  danger 
by  accustoming  themselves  to  look  unmoved  down  vertical  precipices,  and, 
in  cases  of  real  difficulty,  to  fix  their  attention  exclusively  on  the  ledge  or 
jutting  crag  to  which  they  must  cling  with  foot  or  hand,  should  avoid 
expeditions  where  a  moment's  nervousness  may  endanger  their  own  lives 
or  those  of  others. 

The  real  dangers  of  the  high  Alps  may,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  be 
reduced  to  three.  First,  the  yielding  of  the  snow  bridges  that  cover  glacier 
crevasses;  second,  the  risk  of  slipping  upon  steep  slopes  of  hard  ice ;  third, 
the  fall  of  ice  or  rocks  from  above. 

From  the  first  and  most  frequent  source  of  danger,  absolute  security  is 
obtained  by  a  precaution  generally  known,  but  often  neglected.  In  the 
hitler  region  of  the  glaciers  crevasses,  even  of  considerable  width,  are 
often  completely  bridged  over  by  a  covering  of  snow,  so  that  no  indication 
of  their  existence  is  seen  on  the  surface  of  the  glacier.  The  snow  bridges 
often  yield  under  the  weight  of  a  man's  footsteps ;  in  such  a  case  an  active 
man  whose  attention  is  on  the  alert  may  sometimes  extricate  himself  at 
once,  but  it  more  commonly  happens  that  he  falls  into  the  chasm  beneath, 
in  which  case  his  chance  of  tife  is  faint  indeed.  But  if  several  travellers 
are  tied  together  with  a  stout  rope,  as  it  is  in  the  highest  degree  improbable 
that  a  majority  of  them  should  fall  at  the  same  moment  into  the  same 
crevasse,  no  appreciable  danger  from  this  cause  need  be  incurred.  Even 
two  travellers  tied  together  may  with  proper  attention  avoid  this  risk,  but 


xlvi        §  13. — swrrZEBLAKD ;  t&e  ooxmrRY  akd  people 

mocracy,  every  male  above  the  age  of  20  having  a  vote,  the  result  not 
imfrequently  was,  that  the  same  persons,  and  their  children  after  them, 
were  always  elected  to  the  offices  of  trust  and  power. 

The  twenty-two  cantons  of  which  Switzerland  is  now  composed  were 
first  united  in  1814,  when  the  old  aristocracies  were  generally  restored. 
Each  canton  had  a  vote  in  the  annual  diet,  and  whilst  the  diet  was  not 
sitting,  by  a  most  extraordinary  arrangement,  Berne,  Lucerne,  and  Ziirichy 
were  altematelv  the  Torort,  or  presiding  canton,  and  had  the  supreme 
government.    In  1830  many  of  the  cantons  made  great  changes  in  their 
government,  and  the  power  of  the  old  aristocracies  was  much  reduced ; 
ihe  larger  cantons  becoming  somewhat  democratic  in  tendency,  after  the 
French  model,  and  wishing  to  introduce  great  changes.  The  old  mountain- 
cantons,  however,  Lucerne,  Fribourg,  Yalais,  Schwyz,  Uri,  Zug,  and 
Unterwalden,  were  perfectly  contented  with  their  forms  of  government. 
From  their  geographical  position  it  was  impossible  for  them  ever  to 
become  rich  or  commercial,  and  they  probably  perceived  that  the  changes 
would  do  them  no  good,  and  would  no  doubt  increase  their  taxation,  and 
they  wished  to  be  let  alone — ^a  feeling  in  which  most  Englishmen  will 
sympathise.    It  must,  however,  be  added  that  these  cantons  are   all 
catholic,  and  entirely  subjected  to  their  priests ;  generally  very  poor,  and 
with  a  tendency  to  oppress  their  protestant  fellow-citizens.    In  pursuance 
of  their  views  they,  in  1841,  formed  a  league,  or  Sonderbund,  to  oppose 
by  force,  if  necessary,  the  suppression  of  certain  convents,  and  to  main- 
tain the  Jesuits.    It  was  clear  that  whether  their  objects  were  ri^ht  or 
wrong  such  a  combination  could  not  be  permitted,  and  it  was  aoooroungly 
put  down  in  1847  by  force,  not  without  bloodshed.    Since  that  time 
nearly  all  the  cantons  who  nad  not  altered  their  constitutions  have  done  so, 
and  a  central  government  has  been  established  at  Berne,  which  is  the  seat  of 
the  Diet ;  at  present  in  the  majority  of  the  cantons,  particularly  in  the 
large  protestant  cantons,  democratic  principles,  somewhat  after  the  French 
mcdel,  have  prevailed ;  and  in  the  Diet  the  democratic,  or  radical  party  as 
it  is  called,  has  had  the  majority.    Whatever  may  be  thought  of  their 
principles,  and  although  there  are  to  be  foimd  amongst  them  many  men 
full  of  the  wild  designs  and  vague  aspirations  common  on  the  Continent^ 
it  must  be  admitted  that  hitherto  they  have  behaved  with  moderation, 
and  have  effected  many  excellent  changes,  though  with  a  great  increase  of 
taxation.     The  electric  telegraph  has  been  established,  railways  intro- 
duced ;  the  coinage  instead  of  being  the  worst  has  been  made  the  best  in 
Europe ;  diligences  and  porting  established ;  tolls  on  roads  abolisbed ; 
custom-house  duties  imposed  on  bulky  articles  only,  so  that  passengers' 
luggage  is  not  examined ;  and  a  large  sum  is  devoted  every  year  to  the 
making  and  maintaining  the  roads.    These  are  not  small  improvements 
in  seven  or  eight  years,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  any  oppression  has 
been  exercised,  unless  the  suppression  of  some  convents,  and  the  expulsion 
of  the  Jesuits,  can  be  looked  upon  in  that  view.'    Up  to  the  present  time 
the  Diet  has  acted  with  great  prudence ;  internally,  where  it  has  to  contend 
with  the  jealousies  of  the  cantons  and  the  intolerance  of  the  two  religions — 
the  discontent  of  the  old  cantons  and  the  violence  of  the  extreme  democrats  ; 
and  externally,  where  it  has  a  difficult  task  between  the  great  governments 
of  France  and  Austria.    The  history  of  Switzerland  up  to  1840  is  very 
-'ell  related  in  the  History  of  Switzerland  published  by  the  Useful  Know- 
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ledge  Society;  and  a  yolmninoiis  history  (French  and  German)  np  to 
1842  has  been  compiled  hy  Miiller.  From  mat  time,  with  the  exception 
of  Mr.  Grote's  Letters,  which  only  relate  to  four  or  five  years,  there  seems 
to  be  no  compilation  giving  the  general  history  of  the  country. 

The  traveller  at  all  events  should  he  slow  to  find  fault  with  the  Swiss 
government.  There  are  no  passports,  no  custom-houses,  no  tolls,  no  gen- 
dannes ;  none  of  those  ridiculous  restrictions  to  prevent  people  from  incur- 
ring daxiger  which  are  so  annoying  in  France  and  Germany ;  and  no  inter- 
ference whatever  with  individual  absolute  freedom  (with  the  exception  of 
some  vexatious  regulations  as  to  guides  lately  introduced),  whilst  there 
are  nearly  everywhere  good  inns,  good  roads,  and  tolerable  means  of 
locomotion. 

The  TowM  of  Switzerland  exhibit  many  interesting  marks  of  anti- 
quity :  their  buildings  are  frequently  found  unchanged  since  a  very 
early  period ;  and  in  Lucerne,  Freyburg,  Basle,  Bellinzona,  and  in 
several  other  instances,  the  feudal  fortifications,  with  battlements  and 
watch-towers,  remain  perfectly  preserved.  One  characteristic  and  very 
pleasant  feature  are  the  Founiains,  the  never-failing  ornament  of  every 
Swiss  town  and  village.  They  usually  consist  of  a  Gothic  ornamented 
tAllar,  surmounted  by  the  figure  of  a  man,  usually  some  hero  of  Swiss 
Distory,  either  Tell,  the  dauntless  crossbowman,  or  Winkelried,  with  his 
"  sheaf  of  spears."  Sometimes  the  figures  of  animals  are  substituted  for 
the  hmnan  form. 

The  Swiss,  as  compared  with  other  nations  on  the  Continent,  have  a 
respect  for  antiquity  which  we  in  England  should  consider  decidedly 
an  aristocratic  feeling.  The  old  heroes  of  the  country  are  held  in  great 
veneration,  and  there  is  no  feeling  of  hatred  for  the  former  noble  families. 
Each  canton  also  puts  up  its  coat-of-arms  in  every  place  where  heraldic 
display  would  be  at  all  aomissible. 

A  singular  custom,  connected  with  education,  prevails  in  some  parts 
of  Switzerland,  which  deserves  notice  here,  from  the  influence  which  it 
exercises  over  society.  In  many  of  the  large  towns,  children  of  the  same 
age  and  sex  are  associated  together  by  their  parents  in  little  knots  and 
clubs,  called  Socidtea  de  JDimanche.  The  parents  seek  out  for  their 
children  an  eligible  set  of  companions  when  they  are  still  quite  young. 
The  parties  so  formed  amount  to  twelve  or  fifteen  in  number,  and  the 
variation  of  age  between  them  is  not  more  than  two  or  three  years.  All 
the  members  meet  in  turn  on  Sunday  evenings,  at  the  houses  of  their 
parents,  while  children,  to  play  together  and  partake  of  tea,  cakes,  and 
sweetmeats,  attended  by  their  bonnes  or  nurses ;  when  grown  up,  to  pass 
the  evening  in  other  occupations  and  amusements  suited  to  their  age.  At 
these  meetings  not  even  brothers  or  sisters  are  present,  except  they  are 
membos  of  the  sodety.  From  thus  being  constantly  thrown  together  on 
all  ooeasions,  a  strict  friendship  grows  up  among  the  members  of  each 
brotherhood  or  sisterhood,  whicn  generally  lasts  through  life,  even  after 
the  parties  are  settied  and  dispersed  about  the  world.  The  females,  even 
when  grown  up,  distinguish  their  companions  by  such  endearing  terms  as 
"  ma  mignonne,*'  "  mon  coeur,"  "  mon  ange,"  &c.  This  practice  renders 
Swiss  society  very  exclusive,  and  few  strangers,  however  well  introduced, 
penetiate  below  tne  surface*    When  a  young  woman  maniesi  her  husband 
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is  admitted  into  the  society  to  which  she  belongs,  and  thus  the  wife  de- 
termines the  caste  of  the  husband. 

Costumes  distinguishing  the  people  of  each  canton  were  nearly  universal 
before  1830.  They  are  now  rapidly  disappearing,  but  may  still  be  seen 
in  the  Bernese  Oberland,  and  the  women  in  many  cantons  have  peculiar 
head-dresses.  The  men  never  wear  a  costume,  and  are  usually  attired 
in  brown  undyed  homespun  cloth. 

Ranz  de  Vaches, — It  is  not  uncommon  to  find  the  Hauz  de  Vaches 
spoken  of,  by  persons  unacquainted  with  Switzerland  and  the  Alps,  as  a 
single  air,  whereas  they  are  a  class  of  melodies  prevailing  among  and 
peculiar  to  the  Alpine  valleys.  Almost  every  valley  has  an  air  of  its 
own,  but  the  original  air  is  said  to  be  that  of  Appenzell.  Their  effect 
in  producing  home-sickness  in  the  heart  of  the  Swiss  mountaineer,  when 
heard  in  a  distant  land,  and  the  prohibition  of  this  music  in  the  Swiss 
regiments  in  the  service  of  France,  on  account  of  the  number  of  desertions 
occasioned  by  it,  are  stories  often  repeated,  and  probably  founded  on  fact. 

These  national  melodies  are  particularly  wild  in  their  character,  yet 
full  of  melody ;  the  choruses  consist  of  a  few  remarkable  shrill  notes, 
uttered  with  a  peculiar  falsetto  intonation  in  the  throat.  They  originate 
in  the  practice  of  the  shepherds  on  the  Alps,  of  communicating  with  one 
another  at  the  distance  of  a  mile  or  more,  by  pitching  the  voice  high. 
The  name  Ranz  de  Vaches  (Germ.  Kuhreihen),  literally  coi/z-rouw,  is 
obviously  derived  from  the  order  in  which  the  cows  march  home  at 
milking-time,  in  obedience  to  the  shepheird*s  call,  communicated  by  the 
voice,  or  through  the  Alp-haniy  a  simple  tube  of  wood,  wound  round  with 
bark,  five  or  six  feet  long,  admitting  of  but  slight  modulation,  yet  very 
melodious  when  caught  up  and  prolonged  by  the  mountain  echoes.  In 
some  of  the  remoter  pastoral  districts  of  Switzerland,  from  which  the 
ancient  simplicity  of  manners  is  not  altogether  banished,  the  Alp-horn 
supplies,  on  the  higher  pastures,  where  no  church  is  near,  the  place  of  the 
vesper-bell.  The  cow-herd,  posted  on  the  highest  peak,  as  soon  as  the 
sun  has  set,  pours  forth  the  first  four  or  five  notes  of 'the  Psalm,  "  Praise 
God  the  Lord  ;'*  the  same  notes  are  repeated  from  distant  Alps,  and  all 
within  hearing,  uncovering  their  heads  and  bending  their  knees,  repeat 
their  evening  orison,  after  which  the  cattle  are  penned  in  their  stalls,  and 
the  shepherds  betake  themselves  to  rest. 

A  word  may  be  said  on  Svnaa  Husbandry  to  draw  the  attention  of  such 
persons  as  take  an  interest  in  the  subject,  to  one  or  two  practices  peculiar 
to  the  country.  The  system  of  irrigating  the  meadows  is  carried  to  a 
very  great  extent  and  perfection ;  the  mountain-torrents  are  turned  over 
the  fields  by  means  of  trenches  and  sluices,  and  not  unfrequently,  when 
the  ground  is  much  inclined,  the  stream  is  conducted  to  the  spot  where  it 
is  required  through  troughs  hollowed  out  of  the  stem  of  fir-trees.  The 
trendies  sometimes  extend  for  miles.  The  drainings  of  dunghills,  cow- 
houses, and  pigsties  are  not  allowed  to  run  to  waste,  but  are  carefully 
collected  in  a  vat  by  the  farmer,  and  at  the  fit  moment  carried  out  in  carts 
to  the  fields,  and  ladled  over  them,  very  much  to  their  benefit,  and  to  the 
equal  disgust  of  the  olfactory  nerves  of  all  who  pass ;  the  air,  far  and  near, 
being  filled  with  this  truly  Swiss  fragrance.  The  industry  of  the  people 
and  their  struggles  for  subsistence,  in  some  of  the  high  valleys,  are  trulv 
wonderful.    The  grain-crops  are  wretched,  but  the  gi-ass  is  sweet  and 
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good.  (See  §  15.)  In  the  best  and  lowest  pasturages  they  get  thiee  crops 
a-year.  Hie  cattle  feed  on  the  high  mountains  during  the  smnmer,  and 
are  snpported  in  chilets  by  the  hay  of  the  valley  dnring  the  long  winter. 
An  TgnglUhmAn  accostomed  to  bny  eve^thing,  can  hardly  realise  the 
domeatiG.  economy  of  a  Swiss  peasant.  He  has  his  patches  of  wheat,  of 
potatoes,  of  barley,  of  hemp,  of  flax,  and,  if  possible,  of  vines ;  his  own 
cows,  his  own  goats,  his  own  sheep.  On  ^e  prodtioe  of  his  own  land  and 
flocks  he  feeds ;  his  clothes  are  of  homespnn,  from  the  wool  of  his  sheep ; 
his  linen  and  the  dres^s  of  the  women  of  his  feunily  are  made  from  his 
own  flax  or  hemp,  frequently  woven  by  the  women  of  his  own  family. 
The  timber  he  requires  for  ms  house  or  for  firing  is  supplied  from  the 
had  of  the  commune  or  parish,  either  for  nothing  or  for  a  very  small  sum. 
What  little  money  he  requires  is  derived  from  the  sale  of  cheese.  The 
interior  economy  of  a  Swiss  village  is  very  interesting :  it  is  only  by 
ingenious  contrivances  for  saving  labour  and  by  amassing  industry  that  it 
is  possible  for  the  inhabitants  to  maintain  themselves  in  such  a  climate. 

The  Swiss  mountaineers  are  skilful  marksmen  with  the  rifle,  and,  like 
their  neighbours  the  Tyrolese,  meet  constantly  to  practise  and  engage  in 
trials  of  skill.  There  are  clubs  or  societies  in  almost  every  valley  and 
parish,  and  constant  matches  between  them ;  besides  which,  in*mo8t  of  the 
cantons,  and  every  year,  a  grand  Federal  Rifle  Match  is  held  near  one  or 
other  of  the  large  towns,  at  which  aU  the  best  shots  from  the  whole  of 
Switzerland  meet  to  contend  for  a  prize.  The  late  Lord  Vernon  gained 
ihefint  prize  at  the  Federal  Match  held  at  Basle,  1849. 

llieTe  is  no  regular  army  in  Switzerland,  nor,  with  the  exception  <^  a 
few  superior  officers,  is  there  any  one  who  makes  the  army  his  exclusive 
profession.  Every  Swiss  able-bodied  man  is  however  a  soldier,  and  up  to 
a  certain  age  is  called  out  for  some  weeks  in  the  year  to  be  drilled.  This 
duty  does  not  seem  to  be  unpopular  with  the  men,  but  their  parents  croak 
over  the  feasting  and  other  extravagancies  on  these  occasions.  Large  bodies 
of  soldierlike  men  are  occasionally  met  with,  going  to  or  returning  from 
their  annual  drill.  The  army  was  divided  on  Jan.  1,  1863,  into  3  de- 
acripttons  of  service,  according  to  their  age,  viz.  the  Elite  or  Contingenty 
83,900 ;  the  Besefrve^  43,700 ;  the  Landwehry  68,700 ;  and  Federal  Staff, 
637.  Also  the  whole  male  population  between  18  and  44,  amounting  to 
340^000  men,  are  supposed  to  be  available  on  an  emergency.  There  are 
some  crack  corps,  adnussion  to  which  is  obtained  by  exhibiting  unusual 
sldll  with  l^e  rifle.  The  Swiss  are  by  no  means  indisposed  for  fighting 
in  their  domestic  disputes,  and  the  contests  between  the  different  parties 
have  beesn  sanguinary  and  well  contested. 

Amraal  eanSests  in  wrestling  also  (called  Bchwing  Feste)  are  held  in 
different  parts  of  Switzerland*  The  cantons  which  dutinguish  themselves 
for  skin  in  this  and  other  athletic  exercises  are  Bern,  Appenzell,  and 
Unterwalden. 

In  the  mountains  everything  is  carried  on  men's  and  women's  backs. 
Children  of  nine  or  ten  are  seen  with  a  little  wooden  frame  on  their  backs ; 
as  they  grow  older  the  size  of  the  frame  increases,  and  the  weights  which 
the  men  carry  are  surprising :  70  or  80  lbs.  for  4  or  5  hours  over  the  moun- 
tains. A  man  will  carry  45  lbs.  from  Meyrin^  to  Guttanen,  3  hours  up 
a  mountain-path,  for  2  francs,  or  up  the  Bigi  ror  4^  francs. 

Baihs  and  Kurs.^la  the  course  of  this  work  baths  will  constantly  be 
lSigUz.1  c 
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mentioiied.  There  are  many  mineral  springs  in  Switzerland,  mnch  re- 
sorted to  hy  the  Swiss  themselves  and  by  foreigners,  but  treated  with  utter 
neglect  by  the  English,  not  one  in  a  thousand  of  whom  ever  goes  through 
a  course  of  these  baths.  The  arrangements  are  generally  very  rough ;  and 
there  is  an  empiric  oourse,  or  '*  kur,"  prescribed  for  each,  from  which 
benefit  is  suppo^ad  to  be  derived.  There  are  other  '*  kurs  "  in  whidi  faitli 
is  placed  by  foreigners*  At  Gais  and  other  places  the  patient  is  put  upon 
a  met  of  the  milk  left  after  cheese  has  been  made :  this  is  called  *'  cure  au 
petit  Mt."  Near  Vevay  the  grape  "kur"  is  popular.  The  white  sorts 
only  aie  used,  and  of  these  from  six  to  seven  pounds  are  not  un&equently 
consumed  in  one  day.  The  grapes  are  only  eaten  in  the  morning  and 
forenoon,  the  other  diet  bdns  chiefly  animal,  neither  vegetables,  milk, 
coffee,  nor  wine,  being  allowecL  The  grapes  are  supposed  to  improve  the 
quali^  of  the  blood,  and  to  act  on  the  liver  and  mucous  membranes.  It 
might  be  imagined  that  the  appetite  would  be  palled  by  so  large  a  quantity 
of  grapes,  bu^  on  the  contnu^,  it  is  said  to  be  keenly  excited :  the  "  kur  ^ 
is  follow^  during  a  fortnight  or  three  weeks  under  medical  sarveillanoe. 


§  14.  ALFIKE  PASSES. 

No  part  of  the  Aljps  is  more  interesting,  either  in  a  picturesque  or  in  an 
historical  point  of  view,  than  the  passable  gaps  or  notches  in  the  ridge  of 
^be  great  chain,  and  the  minor  mountain  buttresses  branching  from  it, 
whereby  alone  this  colossal  wall  of  mountains  may  be  scaled,  and  a  direct 
passage  and  communication  maintained  between  northern  and  southern 
Kurope,  as  well  as  between  one  valley  and  another.  It  has  becai  through 
these  depressions  that  the  great  tide  of  population  has  poured  since  the 
earliest  times ;  from  these  outlets  have  issued  the  barbarian  swanns  which 
so  often  d&solated,  and  at  last  annihilated,  the  Roman  Empire.  There  are 
more  than  60  of  these  passes  over  the  Swiss  portion  of  the  Alpine  chain 
alone,  or  immediately  communicating  with  the  Swiss  frontier.*  A  list  of 
l^e  principal  passes  is  given  in  §  19. 

In  seeking  a  passage  over  the  Alps,  the  most  obvious  oourse  was  to  find 
out  the  valleys  which  penetrate  farthest  into  the  great  chain,  folloiiTing 
the  course  of  the  rivers  to  their  sources,  and  then  to  take  the  lowest  tra- 
versable part  in  order  to  descend  the  opposite  side.    The  variety  and 
sudden  transition  presented  by  such  a  route  are  highly  Snteresting.    In.  the 
course  of  one  day's  journey  the  traveller  passes  from  we  climate  of  smamer 
to  winter,  through  spring.    The  alteration  in  the  productions  keeps  pace 
with  that  of  the  temperature.    Leaving  behind  him  stubble-fields,  whence 
the  com  has  been  removed  and  housed,  he  comes  to  fields  yet  yeUov  and 
waving  in  the  ear ;  a  few  miles  farther  and  the  crop  is  still  g^tmat ;  yet 
higher,  and  com  refrisesto  grow.    Before  quitting  the  region  of  com  he 
enters  one  of  dark,  apparently  xnterminaDle  forests  of  pine  and  laxeh, 
dothing  the  mountian-sides  in  a  sober  vestment.    Above  this  the  hay- 
makers are  collecting  the  short  grass^  the  only  produce  which  the  gzoond 
will  yield«    Yet  the  stranger  must  not  suppose  that  all  is  bamnmess 

*  Mr.Broekedon]i«idiBlnUyffliii(Mtedtli«m,boihwttiliifpeBefla]^ 
woik  Mrtitlad  <The  PtaNtorthe  Alp*,'  Sir^.  4l0k 
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even  at  this  elevatioiu  It  seems  as  though  nature  were  detennhied  to 
nsfce  one  last  efEort  at  the  ooufines  of  the  region  of  vegetation.  From 
bmeatii  the  snow-bed^  and  on  the  very  verge  of  tiie  ghicier,  the  profasiui 
of  flowers,  their  great  variety,  and  surpassing  beauty,  are  exceedingly  sur'- 
prising.  Some  of  the  greatest  ornaments  of  our  gardens,  here  bom  to 
blush  unseen, — gentians,  violets,  anemones,  and  blue-bells,  intermixed 
with  buflhes  of  the  red  rhododendron,  the  loveliest  production  of  the  Alps, 
flcattered  over  the  velvet  turf,  give  it  the  appearance  of  a  carpet  of  richest 
psttem.  The  insect  world  is  not  less  abundant  and  varied, — ^thousands  of 
winged  creatures  are  seen  hovering  over  the  flowers,  enjoying  their  short 
exirtenoe,  for  the  summer  at  these  elevations  lasts  l3ut  for  3  or  4  weeks : 
a  premature  winter  soon  outs  short  this  brief  season  of  animal  and  vegetable 
activity.  Above  this  region  of  spring,  with  its  gush  of  springs,  its  young 
herbage  and  vivid  greensward,  its  hum  of  insects  just  burst  forth,  and  its 
natural  flower-beds  glittering  with  rain-drops,  that  of  winter  in  Lapland  or 
Siberia  succeeds.  The  traveller  may  form  an  idea  of  the  height  he  has 
reached  by  observing  the  vegetation.  Vines  disappear  at  2000  feet,  generally 
sooner ;  oak-trees  and  wheat  at  3000  feet ;  beeches  and  barley  at  4000  feet ; 
pines  and  firs  at  6000  feet.  Above  9000  feet  flowering  plants  are  very 
rare,  but  up  to  11,000  feet  they  are  found  in  sunny  crevices.  Above  11,000 
feet  a  few  blackened  lichens  alone  preserve  the  semblance  of  vegetable  life. 
It  will  of  course  be  understood  that  in  fiivourable  situations  &ese  limits 
will  be  exceeded ;  in  unfavourable  situations  they  will  not  be  reached*  At 
the  smnmit  of  a  high  pass  and  amongst  the  glaciers  the  rarefied  air  Is  icy 
cold,  and  exsidse  and  quick  motion  are  neoesaary  to  keep  up  the  circulation 
of  the  blood.  The  agreeable  murmur  of  falling  water,  which  1ms  accom- 
panied the  tmveUer  mtherto  incessantly,  heiv  ceases,-— all  is  solitude  end 
silence,  interrupted  only  by  the  ahrill  whistle  of  the  maimot,  or  the  hoarse 
cawing  of  an  ill-cmened  raven.  The  ptarmigan  starts  up  from  among 
the  broken  rooks  on  the  veige  of  the  snow-field  at  the  traveller^  approach, 
and  tiie  lammMgeyer  (the  condor  of  the  Alps)»  disturbed  in  his  repast  on 
the  ovoaoB  of  a  sheep  or  cow,  may  sometimes  be  seen  soaring  upwatds  in 
a  succession  of  corkscrew  sweeps  till  he  gains  the  ridge  of  l£e  Alps,  and 
then  disappears. 

Such  are  the  remarkable  gradations  which  the  stranger  encounters  in  the 
coone  of  a  few  honra,  on  a  single  pass  of  the  Alps ;  but  the  most  striking 
change  of  all  is  that  from  the  region  of  snow  and  ice  on  the  top  of  the 
mountain,  to  the  sonny  dime  and  rich  vegetsticm  of  Italy,  which  await 
the  traveller  at  the  S.  foot  of  the  Alps.   (See  Bte.  59.) 

The  works  ofKature,  however,  will  not  entirely  occupy  the  attenti(m 
and  wonder  of  the  wanderer  in  such  a  pass ;  at  leayst  a  share  will  be  de- 
manded tctt  adnuratkiii  of  the  works  of  man.  The  great  highways,  pass- 
able for  csniages,  over  the  high  Alps,  ore,  indeed,  most  surprising  monu- 
meoti  of  Inunsn  skill  and  entsrpdse  in  sunnounting  what  would  appsar, 
at  fiist  sightp  to  be  intended  by  Nature  As  insurmountable.  These  proud 
ooiialnietioiis  of  art  thread  the  vallsys,  cross  thed<bris  of  rivenon  long 
causeways,  sidrt  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  with  walls  of  rock  tottering 
over  them,  and  torrents  thundering  below.  Where  the  steep  and  hard 
sar&eeofthBoUff  has  not  left  an  inch  of  Snu»  form  goat  to  climb  along, 
they  sseeondueted  upon  h^  terraces  of  send  masonry^  or  through  a  notch 
bbusted  by  gonpowdar  in  the  wall  of  rook.  In  many  instances  a  projectiuf 
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buttress  of  the  mountain  has  Hocked  up  all  passage  for  ages,  saying  '^  thus 
far  and  no  farther :"  the  skill  of  the  modem  engineer  has  pierced  throus;h 
this  a  tunnel  or  gallery ;  and  the  difficulty  is  vanquished,  ^without  the 
least  change  in  the  level  of  the  road. 

Sometimes  an  impediment  is  eluded  by  throwing  bridges  over  a  dizzy 
gorge,  and  shifting  the  road  from  side  to  side,  frequently  two  or  three 
times  within  the  space  of  half  a  mile.  Often  the  road  reaches  a  spot 
down  which  the  winter  avalanches  take  their  habitual  course  eveiy  year, 
sweeping  everything  before  them,  and  which,  even  in  summer,  appears 
reeking  and  dripping  with  the  lingering  fragments  of  snow  which  it  has 
left  behind.  Will  not  so  irresistible  an  antagonist  arrest  the  course  of 
this  frail  undertaking  of  man  ?  Not  even  the  avalanche ; — in  such  a 
situation  the  road  either  buries  itself  in  subterranean  galleries,  driven 
through  the  mountain,  or  is  sheltered  by  massive  arcades  of  masonry, 
sometimes  half  a  mile  or  three-K^uarters  of  a  mile  long.  Over  these  the 
avalanche  glides  harmlessly,  and  is  turned  into  the  depths  below. 

Every  opportunity  is  seized  of  gaining,  by  easy  ascents,  a  higher  level 
for  the  road ;  at  length  comes  the  main  ascent,  the  central  ridge,  to  be 
surmounted  only  by  hard  climbing.  This  is  overcome  by  a  succession  of 
zigzag  terraces,  called  tourniquets  or  ffvravolte,  connected  together  by  wide 
curves,  to  allow  carriages  to  turn  easily  and  rapidly.  So  skilful  is  their  con- 
struction, with  such  easy  bends  and  so  gradual  a  slope,  that  in  many  Alpine 
roads  the  postilions,  with  Jianes  accustomed  to  the  road,  trot  down  at  a 
rapid  pace.  Sometimes  as  many  as  50  of  these  zigzags  succeed  one 
another  without  interruption ;  and  the  traveller,  as  he  passes  backwards 
and  forwards,  hovering  over  the  valley,  is  as  though  suspended  to  a 
pendulum,  and  swinging  to  and  fro.  The  road  itself  has  a  most  singular 
appearance,  twisted  about  like  an  uncoiled  rope  or  a  riband  unwound. 

The  travelling-carriage  descends  sometimes  rapidly  and  without  inrte- 
ruption  for  hours.  A  drag  of  tempered  iron  is  quickly  worn  down,  in 
that  time,  as  thin  as  the  blade  of  a  knife,  so  great  is  the  friction ;  and  it  is 
usual  to  substitute  for  the  iron  drag  a  wooden  sabot,  formed  of  ilie  section 
of  a  fir-tree,  with  a  groove  cut  in  the  centre  to  admit  the  wheel. 

The  winter's  snow  usually  falls  upon  the  Alpine  passes  more  than 
5(XX)  ft.  high  about  the  second  week  in  October  (sometimes  earlier),  anil 
conldnues  till  the  first  or  second  week  in  June.  Tet  even  after  this,  the 
passage  across  the  neck  or  Col,  as  it  is  called,  is  not  stopped,  except  for  a 
few  days,  until  the  snow  can  be  cleared  away.  In  some  of  the  minor  passes, 
indeed,  traversed  by  a  mere  rough  footpath  or  bridle-path,  the  tntffic  is 
much  increased  after  the  fall  of  the  snow,  which,  by  filling  up  depressions 
and  smoothing  the  way,  permits  the  transport  of  heavy  merchandise  on 
sledges,  which  move  easily  over  the  surface  as  soon  as  it  is  hardened. 

iUong  the  lines  of  the  great  carriage-roads  strong  houses  are  erected  at 
intervals,  called  MaixfM  de  Refuge,  Case  di  Ricovero,  occupied  by  persons 
called  Cantonniers,  who  are  employed  in  mending  the  road  and  keepino*  it 
free  from  snow  in  winter,  and  are  also  paid  to  assist  travellers  in  damr^r 
during  snow-storms.  '^ 

As  near  as  possible  to  the  summit  of  the  pass  a  Hospice  is  geHcrall  v 
erected,  usually  occupied  by  a  band  of  charitable  monks,  as  in  the  case  ofj 
the  Great  St.  Bernard,  the  Simplon,  Cenis,  St.  Gothard,  &c.  The  direction 
of  the  road  across  the  summit  of  the  ridge  is  marked  by  a  line  of  tall  poles 


§  15. — CHALETS  AND  I>ASrUIU.G£S.  liii 

wliich  project  above  the  snow,  and,  from  being  painted  black,  are  easily 
reoogniBed.  Bells  are  rang  in  tempestaous  weather,  when  thet  ourmente 
is  raging  and  the  mist  and  falling  snow  hide  the  landmarks,  that  the 
sound  may  aid  when  the  sight  fails. 

The  morning  after  a  fall  of  snow  labourers  and  peasants  are  assembled 
from  all  mdes  to  shovel  it  off  from  the  road.  Wh^re  it  is  not  very  deep,  it  is 
cleared  away  by  a  snow-plough  drawn  by  6  or  8  oxen.  As  the  winter 
advances  and  fresh  falls  occur,  the  snow  accumulates,  and  the  road  near 
the  summit  of  a  pass  presents  the  singular  aspect  of  a  path  or  lane  cut 
between  walls  of  snow  sometimes  10  or  20  ft.  high.  Carriages  are  taken 
off  their  wheels  and  fastened  upon  sledges ;  ropes  are  attached  to  the  roof, 
which  are  held  bv  6  or  8  sturdy  guides  running  along  on  each  side,  to 
prevent  the  vehicle  upsetting  and  rolling  over  the  Slippery  ice  down  a 
precipice.  More  commonly,  however,  travellera  are  transferred  to  light 
narrow  one-horse  sledges,  each  carrying  two  passengers,  by  which  com- 
munication is  kept  up,  except  during  winter  storms,  when  no  living  animal 
can  withstand  the  fiuy  of  the  elements.  In  this  manner  very  hig^  passes 
are  crossed  in  the  depfth  of  winter  with  little  risk.  The  spring  is  a  season 
during  which  far  greater  danger  is  to  be  apprehended,  from  the  avalanches 
which  then  falL 

The  Swiss  are  essentially  a  road-making  nation,  and  had  good  roads  when 
those  of  continental  Europe  generally  were  still  execrable.  They  bestow 
an  amount  of  care  and  expense  in  avoiding  hills  and  steep  declivities 
which  should  make  an  Englishman  ashamed  of  the  state  of  things  in  the 
hilly  parts  of  England.  It  is,  however,  strange  that,  after  bavins  spent 
enormous  time  and  money  in  TnA.1ring  a  road  level  and  good  enough  for  a 
mail-coach  at  11  miles  an  hour,  they  should  persist  in  crawling  along  at 
5  or  6  miles  an  hour. 


i  15.  chIlxtb  and  pasturagbs. 

From  the  mountainous  nature  of  Switzerland  and  its  high  elevation, 
the  greater  part  of  the  surface,  more  than  1800  ft.  above  the  sea,  which  is 
not  bare  rock,  is  pasture-land.  The  wealth  of  the  people,  like  that  of  the 
patriarchs  of  old,  in  a  great  measure  lies  in  cattle  and  their  produce,  on  which 
account  the  pastoral  me  of  l^e  Swiss  deserves  some  attention.  The  bright 
verdure  of  the  meadows  which  clothe  the  valleys  of  Switzerland  is  one  of 
the  distingui^iing  features  of  the  country ;  and  the  music  of  the  cow-bells, 
heme  along  by  the  evening  breeze,  is  one  of  the  sweetest  sounds  that  greet 
the  traveller's  ear. 

The  Alps,  or  mountain-pasturages  (for  that  is  the  meaning  of  the  word 
Alp  in  Switzerland  and  Tyrol)  are  usually  the  property  of  the  commune  ; 
in  £ict  onnmon  land,  on  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  town 
or  Tillage  have  the  right  of  pasturing  a  certain  number  of  cattle,  the  regu- 
lations as  to  which  are  often  very  curious. 

*'  In  the  spring,  as  soon  as  the  snow  has  disappeared,  and  the  young 
grass  sprouts  up,  tiie  cattle  are  sent  from  the  villages  up  to  the  first  and 
Kwer  pastures.  Should  a  certain  portion  of  these  be  exhausted,  they 
change  their  quarters  to  another  part  of  the  mountain.  Here  they  stay 
till  about  the  10th  or  12th  of  June,  when  the  cattle  are  driven  to  thr 


middle  ranges  of  pastureB.  That  portion  of  the  herds  intended  for  asununer 
campaign  on  the  highest  Alps  remain  here  till  the  heginning  of  July,  and 
on  the  4th  of  that  m<xith  generally  asoend  to  them ;  return  to  the  middle 
range  of  pastures  about  7  or  8  weeks  afterwards,  spend  there  about  14  da3r8 
or  3  weeks,  to  eat  the  aftergrass  ;  and  finally  return  into  the  valleys  about 
the  10th  or  11th  of  October,  where  they  vamain  in  the  yidnity  of  the 
Tillages  till  driven  by  the  snow  and  tempests  of  winter  into  the  stables. 

**  That  portion  of  the  cattle,  on  the  other  hand,  which  is  not  destined 
to  pass  the  summer  on  the  higher  Alps,  and  an  necessary  for  the  supply 
of  the  village  with  milk  and  butter,  descend  from  the  middle  pastures  on 
the  4th  of  July  into  the  valley,  and  consume  the  grass  upon  the  pasturage 
belonging  to  the  commune,  till  the  winter  drives  them  under  shelter.  The 
very  highest  Alpine  pastun^es  are  never  occupied  more  than  3  or  4  weeks 
at  the  furthest." — Lairobe.  The  tourist  in  the  higher  Alps  continually 
meets  the  flocks  and  herds  migrating  from  one  pasture  to  another,  or  to 
the  valley  below. 

Sometimes  the  owners  of  the  cattle  repair  in  person  to  the  Alps,  and 
pass  the  summer  among  them  along  with  their  fainilies,  superinten^ng  the 
herdsmen,  and  assisting  in  the  manufacture  of  cheese ;  and  in  some  xiarts 
there  are  whole  villages  fnhabited  only  temporarily ;  but  in  general  only  a 
sufficient  number  of  men  to  attend  to  the  herds  and  to  make  the  cfaecaes 
remain  with  the  cattle,  in  which  case  the  cows  or  goats  belonging  to  each 
owner  are  tried  twice  a«year,  «.  e.  the  amount  of  cheeae  produced  in  a  day  or 
two  by  each  is  ascertained  ;  then  at  the  end  of  the  season  the  cheese  made 
is  divided  among  the  owners  in  the  proportions  indicated  by  the  trial.  The 
best  cheeses  are  ni^ade  upon  pastures  8000  ft.  above  the  searlevel,  in  the 
vales  of  Simmen  and  Saanen  (Gray^re)  and  in  the  Emmenthal.  llie  best 
cows  there  yield,  in  summer,  between  20  lbs.  and  40  lbs.  of  milk  daily,  and 
each  cow  produces,  by  the  end  of  the  season  of  4  months,  on  an  average, 
2  cwt.  of  cheese.  * 

The  life  of  the  cowherd  (Fr.  VaeheTf  Germ.  Senner)  is  by  no  means  such 
an  existence  of  pleasure  as  romances  in  general,  and  that  of  Rousseau  in 
particular,  have  represented  it.  His  labours  are  dirty,  arduous,  and  con- 
stant ;  he  has  to  collect  80  or  90  oows  twice  a-day  to  be  milked,  to  look  after 
stragglers,  to  make  the  cheese,  and  keep  all  the  utenala  employed  in  the 
process  in  the  most  perfect  .state  of  cleanliness.  The  cowherd  has  gene- 
tally,  as  assistants,  a  fnend  (Freund),  who  acts  as  a  carrier  to  the  low 
country,  and  a  lad  (^uhbub).  In  some  parts  the  herdsmen  live  for  many 
months  almost  entirely  on  milk  and  cheese,  not  eating  10  lbs.  of  bread  or 
potatoes  in  the  time.  The  cattle  are  frequently  enticed  home  at  milking 
time  by  the  offer  of  salt,  which  they  relish  highly,  and  whi<^  is  considered 
very  wholesome  for  them.  The  allowance  for  a  cow  is  4  or  5  lbs,  in  a 
quarter  of  a  year.  The  SiosB  is  an  extent  of  pasture  sufficient  for  the 
maintenance  of  1  cow,  or  1  colt,  or  4  calves,  or  i  of  a  horse. 

The  Chdkt  (Germ.  Sennhiitte)  in  which  the  herdsman  resides  is  literally 
a  log-hut,  formed  of  trunks  of  pmes,  notched  at  the  extremities  so  as  to  fit 
into  one  another  at  the  angles  of  ihe  building,  ^ero  they  cross :  it  has  a 
low  flat  roof,  weighted  wi&  stones  to  keep  fast  tilie  abinde-roof  and  pie- 
vent  its  being  blown  away  1^  the  wind.  A  building  of  this  kind  is  rarely 
air-tight  or  water-tight.  The  interior  is  usually  blackened  with  smoke 
and  very  dirty,  boasting  of  scarcely  any  furniture,  except,  perhaps,  a  table 
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and  rade  bench,  and  the  apparatas  of  the  dairy,  including  a  huge  kettle 
for  heating  the  milk.  A  trujss  of  straw,  in  the  loft  above,  serves  the  in- 
mates for  a  bed.  The  gnmnd  aronnd  the  hnt  on  t^  outside  is  usually 
poadbed  by  tiie  feet  of  the  cattle,  and  the  heaps  of  mud  and  dung  render 
it  difficult  to  approadh  the  door. 

There  is  another  kind  of  chakt^  a  mere  shed  or  bam,  in  which  the  hay 
is  housed  until  the  winter,  when  it  is  conveyed  over  l^e  snow  in  sledges 
down  to  the  villages  below.  A  pastoral  BwisB  valley  is  usually  speckled 
over  with  huts  of  this  Mod,  giving  it  the  appeaianoe,  to  a  stranger,  of  being 
much  more  populous  than  it  is  in  reality :  in  the  Simmentfaal  alone  there 
aie,  it  is  said,  10,000  ch&lets.  This  large  number  of  ch&lets  is  necessary, 
because  eveirthing— goats,  sheep,  catde,  horses,  and  food — ^must  be  put 
under  cover  ior  some  months  during  the  snow. 

The  herdsmen  shift  their  habitations  from  the  lower  to  the  upper  pas- 
turages, as  their  cattle  ascend  and  descend  the  Alps,  at  different  seasons, 
and  they  sometimes  have  2  or  3  places  of  temporaiy  abode.  The  ez- 
perienced  traveller  is  careful  to  inquire  befordiand  what  chftlets  are 
occupied ;  otherwise  when  in  search  of  repose  or  refreshment,  after  a  long 
day's  jooraey,  he  is  liable  to  the  disappointment,  on  approaching  what  he 
conceives  to  be  a  human  habitation,  of  finding  thiot  it  is  a  mere  hay-bom, 
or  else  a  deserted  chftlet;  and  he  mayleam,  with  much  mortification, 
thai  he  has  still  some  tedious  miles  to  tradge  before  he  can  reach  the 
first  permanently  occupied  dwelling.  What  an  agreeable  contrast  to  reach 
a  weU-appointed  chfilet  of  the  better  sort,  where  delicious  milk  cooled 
in  the  mountain  stieom,  fiesh  butter,  bread,  and  cheese,  are  spread  out 
on  a  dean  napkin  before  the  hungry  and  tired  stranger  I 
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The  Glaciers  are  amongst  the  most  remarkable  objects  in  nature :  to 
them  Alpine  scenery  owes  much  of  its  strangeness  and  sublimity.  A 
sslader  may  be  described  as  a  stream  of  ice,  descending  into  the  vaUeys  of 
high  mountain  chains,  fed  by  the  snow  which  occupies  their  tops  and  fills 
the  hoilovra  and  clefts  between  their  peaks  and  nigps ;  what  it  loses  by 
melting  at  its  lower  end  is  supplied  by  the  descent  of  new  masses  from 
the  upper  regions.  The  snow  which  falls  upon  the  summits  and  plateaux 
of  the  high  Alpe  is  at  first  a  dry  and  loose  powder.  The  action  of  the 
sun  gradually  converts  this  into  a  granular  mass,  as  the  minute  particles 
are  aggregated  together  in  irregulu'  roundish  grains.  In  this  state  the 
entile  mass  appears  white  and  opaque,  but  the  separate  grains  are 
tnuuporent.  In  the  course  of  successive  years,  as  one  layer  accumulates 
over  another,  pressure  begins  to  act  on  the  lower  portions  of  the  mass. 
The  separate  grains  being  brought  into  contact  adhere  together,  until  the 
whole  becomes  a  seemingly  solid  mass  of  ice.  The  accumulation  of  snow, 
parfly  tranafoimed  into  ice,  in  the  upper  regions,  may  be  many  hundreds 

*  TiM  beat  faftraaatian  lopeelixig  glid«n  is  te  be  found  la  PtataMt  Foibca*  'TimTelB  in  Um 
Alpt^'alnadyaUvded  to,  in  ApmA^n  <  Etudes  war  Ui  Glaeton,'  TyndaU't  *6lMden  of  tb« 
Alp,'  and  FovbeirB  *  OeoMtonnl  Papen  on  the  Thoorjr  of  GUelen.'  Local  naaet  for  jrlaciei*— 
ijftXyni,  Vim;  inCSatio^iia,  Kia ;  in  the  OriioiM,  Wader  or  VadiairS  <n  P»t  of  Italy.  Vedwtt»i 
in  the  Yallaia,  Biegno;  in  Pie^oat,  Raiae;  in  the  Pjioaeei,  SemelUo. 
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of  feet  in  thickness,  and  the  pressure  on  the  undermost  part  is  therefore 
enormously  great.  The  glacier  ice  yields  to  this  pressure,  and  is  gradually 
forced  downwards  on  the  slopes  of  the  mountain  into  the  upper  valleys 
which  afford  the  easiest  channels  for  its  descent.  The  upper  granular  and 
unconsolidated  part  is  called  in  German  Fim^  or  NhSin  French,  the  term 
Glacier  (Qletscher)  being  applied  to  the  lower  limbs  of  more  solid 
ice,  which  stretch  diown  into  me  valleys.  The  Fim,  or  K^v^,  is  a  region 
of  complete  desolation;  no  animal  intrudes  upon  it  save  a  chuice 
insect,  and  only  the  scantiest  lichens  appear  on  the  rocks  around  it. 
The  fim  occurs  only  at  a  height  where  the  snow  which  falls  in  the 
winter  does  not  entirely  disappear  in  the  course  of  the  following  year  ; 
while  l^at  which  falls  on  the  lower  glacier  is  ahnost  always  melted  in 
the  course  of  the  following  summer,  and  never  combines  with  the  ice.* 

Escher  has  computed  tiie  number  of  glaciers  among  the  Swiss  Alps  at 
600,  and  the  extent  of  surface  occupied  by  them  at  1000  square  xmles : 
this,  however,  must  be  but  a  vague  estimate.  They  vary  from  a  few 
square  yards  to  acres  and  miles  in  extent,  covering,  in  some  instances, 
whole  districts,  filling  up  entirely  the  elevated  hollows  and  basins  between 
the  peaks  and  ridges  of  the  Alps,  and  sending  forth  arms  and  branches 
into  tiie  inhabited  valleys,  below  the  region  of  forests,  and  even  below 
the  level  at  which  com  will  grow. 

It  is  such  of&ets  of  the  glacier  as  these  that  are  presented  to  the  view 
of  the  traveller  from  the  villages  of  Ghamouni,  Zermatt,  and  Giindelwald. 
These,  however,  are,  as  it  were,  but  the  skirts  and  fringes  of  that  vast  ever- 
lasting drapery  of  ice  which  clothes  all  the  upper  region  of  the  Alps.  These 
fields  or  tracts  of  uninterrupted  glacier  have  been  called  **  Seas  of  Ice  '* 
(Mers  de  Glace,  Eismeeren),  and  there  are  three  such  among  the  Swiss 
and  Savoyard  Alps,  which  merit  especial  mention;  that  around  Mont 
Blanc,  that  around  the  Monte  Bosa  and  the  Cervin,  and  that  of  the 
Bernese  Oberland,  around  the  Finster-Aar-Hom.  The  last  sends  out  no 
less  than  13  branches ;  its  extent  has  been  estimated  at  125  square  m.,  and 
it  is  supposed  to  be  the  largest  in  Europe. 

The  greatest  thickness  of  the  glaciers  has  been  commonly  estimated  at 
between  600  and  800  ft.  The  greatest  thickness  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  on 
the  N.  fiank  of  Mont  Blanc,  is  estimated  by  Forbes  at  350  ft.  deep. 
Saussure  had  calculated  it  at  600  ft.  Agassiz  assures  us  that  there  arc 
holes  in  the  Aar  glacier  780  ft.  deep. 

Notwithstanding  their  great  extent  and  solidity,  the  glaciers  are  under- 

« 

*  A  Mrtoiu  error  k  conveyed  by  tlie  common  ezjprenion,  **  the  line  of  perpetoal  rniow^**  or, 
**  whero  snow  nerer  melts.'*  There  is  no  spot  on  the  Alps,  nor  on  any  other  snow-dad  moun- 
tains, where  snow  does  not  melt  under  the  inflaence  of  a  summer  sun  at  mid-day.  It  melt* 
even  on  the  top  of  MontBlsne ;  bat  there,  and  on  the  summits  of  the  other  high  Alps,  the  dura- 
tion of  the  soirs  heat  is  so  short,  that  very  little  is  melted  daring  the  year,  and,  for  the  sume 
reason,  there  is  very  little  moisture  in  the  air,  and,  consequently,  very  little  snow  can  fkll :  and 
the  greater  part  of  this  Is  csrried  to  a  lower  level  by  the  storms  which  often  rage  fonnd  the 
mountain  tops.  What  is  caUed  "  the  snow  /me  *'  does  not  depend  on  elevation  alone*  but  on  all 
the  drcamstanees  whidi  affect  the  quantity  of  snow  that  Alls  daring  a  year,  and  the  quantity  that 
melts  daring  the  same  period.  It  is  the  limit  at  whieh  the  quanti^  melted  in  the  year  esaetly 
equals  the  quantity  that  has  fldlen.  Independent  of  a  oertain  amount  of  variation  fkona  one 
aeason  to  another,  it  varies  with  the  latitude,  with  the  espoeure  to  certain  wind%  and  even  on 
the  two  rides  of  the  same  mountain,  beinffsenefally  higher  on  the  S.  ride  than  the  N.  The 
■now  wiU  likewise  rest  longer,  and  extend  lower.down,  upon  a  mountain  of  granite  than  upon 
one  of  limestone,  in  proportion  as  the  two  rocks  are  good  or  bad  conducton  of  heat,  and  this 
|S  the  ease  even  in  contigaons  moantains^  members  ox  the  same  ohain. 
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i;uiiig  a  |x;r|x;tual  process  of  renovation  and  destructiuu.  The  lower 
jwrtions  descending  into  the  valleys  are  gradually  dissolved  by  the  in* 
creased  temperature  which  prevails  at  so  low  a  level.  The  summer  sun, 
aided  by  warm  winds,  acts  upon  the  surface,  so  that,  in  the  middle  of 
the  day,  it  abounds  in  pools,  and  is  traversed  by  rills  of  water.  The  con- 
stant evaporation,  from  every  part  exposed  to  the  air,  produces  great 
diminntioii  in  the  upper  beds ;  the  temperature  of  the  earth,  also,  \^ch 
is  at  all  seasons  greater  than  that  of  ice,  melts  yearly  a  small  portion  of  its 
lower  surface.  By  the  combined  influence  or  these  causes  the  bulk  and 
thickness  of  the  glacier  are  reduced  during  the  hot  season  until  in  the 
autumn  it  has  fsJlen  many  feet  below  its  ordinary  level.  The  vacancy 
thus  caused  is  entirely  filled  up  from  above  by  the  winter's  snow  fallii^ 
upon  the  mountain-tops,  and  on  the  whole  upper  region  of  the  high  Alps, 
which  flows  into  the  higher  valleys,  pressed  down  by  its  own  weight. 
Henceforth  the  ice-stream,  like  the  river,  moves  onward  steadily  by  day 
and  night,  and  even  in  the  winter,  though  its  progress  is  slower, 

^  The  glader'fi  cold  and  restless  mass 
Moves  onward  day  by  d&y/'—Bifron. 

It  is  also  sensibly  retarded  by  hard  frost,  and  accelerated  by  thaw.  The 
snow  which  has  fallen  in  the  winter  on  the  lower  part  of  the  glacier  melts 
in  the  spring,  as  it  would  on  land ;  and,  on  cold  mghts,  the  small  pools  of 
water  on  the  glacier  freeze,  and  thaw  again  under  &e  sun's  rays. 

The  cause  of  the  movement  of  glaciers  has  heeo.  much  discussed  and 
variously  expUined.  De  Saussure  supposed  that  it  proceeds  from  their 
weight  alone,  and  that  they  slide  down  the  inclined  surface  of  the  valleys, 
aid^  by  the  ice  melting  below,  in  contact  with  the  earth.  Others  be- 
lieved tiiat  the  descent  was  caused  by  dilatation  of  the  glacier,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  water  that  penetrates  the  mass  of  ice,  alternately  thawing 
and  freezing.  The  theory  of  their  motion  now  generally  accepted  by 
scientific  men  is  that  of  Professor  J.  D.  Forbes,  modified  in  some  respects 
by  the  subsequent  researches  of  Professor  Tyndall.  Without  adverting  to 
disputed  points,  which  are  discussed  in  their  works,  it  may  be  said  wat 
under  the  pressure  of  its  own  enormous  weight  glacier  ice  becomes  plastic  and 
moulds  itself  to  the  form  of  the  channel  through  which  it  moves.  It  is  not 
imcommon  to  see  one  of  these  vast  rivers  of  ice  turn  sharply  round  a  pro- 
jecting promontory  of  rock,  or  contract  its  bed  to  less  than  half  its  previous 
widHi  in  passing  through  a  gorge,  and  then  expand  again  in  a  more  open 
part  of  the  valley.  The  cen^  of  the  ice-stream  moves  quicker  than  the 
sides,  which  are  retarded  by  the  friction  of  the  rocks,  &c.,  and,  for  the 
same  reason,  the  top  moves  faster  than  the  bottom.  The  rate  of  onward 
motion  varies  very  much  in  different  glaciers,  according  to  the  slope  and 
the  mass  of  ice  in  motion.  Opposite  the  Montanvert  the  quickest  moving 
liart  moves  about  30  inches  a  day  in  summer,  16  inches  in  winter. — See 
Tjndall's  *  Glaciers  of  the  Alps.' 

The  surface  of  the  mountain,  which  forms  the  bed  of  a  glacier,  however 
liATd,  is  subjected  to  an  extraordinary  process  of  grinding  and  polishing 
from  tiie  vast  masses  of  ice  constantly  passing  over  it.  The  harder  frag- 
m^nta,  such  as  granite  and  quartz,  interposed  between  the  ice  and  the 
rock,  act  like  diamonds  on  glass,  and  scratch  deep  and  long  grooves  on  the 
suziace.    The  seat  of  ancient  glaciers,  which  have  now  entirely  disappeared 
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may  still  be  discovered  by  the  furrows  left  l^ehind  them  on  the  rocks. 
These  furrows  and  polishea  surfaces  (roches  moutonn^es)  are  very  remark- 
able above  Guttanen  on  the  Grimsel  road.  The  motion  of  a  glacier  may  be 
admirably  observed  at  the  Rosenlaui  glacier.  The  foot  of  the  glacier  there, 
being  on  a  surface  of  rock,  marks  its  advance  or  retrogression  daily  by  tho 
heaps  of  rubbish  it  pushes  forwards,  whilst  on  the  rocks  above  may  be  seen 
the  moraine  of  the  glacier  in  former  years  when  it  was  larger. 

The  nature  of  the  upper  surface  of  the  ice  depends  partly  upon  that  of 
the  ground  on  which  it  rests  :  where  it  is  even,  or  nearly  so,  the  ice  is 
smooth  and  level ;  but  whenever  the  supporting  surface  becomes  slanting 
or  uneven,  the  glacier  begins  to  split  and  gape  in  all  diiections.  As  it 
approaches  a  steeper  declivity  or  precipice,  as  In  the  lower  glacier 
of  Grindelwald,  the  entire  mass  is  cleft  by  deep  and  wide  fisisures, 
which  generally  intersect  each  other,  leaving  crags,  obelisks,  and  towers 
of  ice  of  the  most  fantastic  shapes,  varying  in  height  from  20  to  80  ft. 
Being  unequally  melted  by  the  wind  and  sun,  they  are  continuaUy 
changing  their  form  and  crumbling  away,  either  by  iheir  own  weight, 
or  the  pressure  of  other  -masses.  After  the  difficulties  are  passed,  these 
aiguilles  and  obelisks  of  ice,  being  pressed  together  at  the  bottom  of 
the  descent,  close  up  again,  and,  as  soon  as  the  surface  of  the  mountain 
below  ihem  is  level,  the  glacier  again  assumes  a  nearly  level  and  compact 
character. 

The  Crevasses,  or  fissures,  which  traverse  the  upper  portion  of  the 
glacier,  before  it  becomes  entirely  fractured  and  disruptured,  run  in  a 
transverse  direction,  never  exten^g  quite  across  the  ice-field,  but  nar- 
rowing out  at  the  extremities,  so  that,  when  they  gape  too  wide  to 
leap  across,  they  may  be  turned  by  following  them  to  their  termi* 
nation.  These  rents  and  fissures  are  the  chief  source  of  danger  to  those 
who  cross  the  glaciers ;  sometimes,  from  their  numbers,  monotonous 
sameness  of  appearance,  and  perplexing  confusion,  by  which  the  tra- 
veller is  nearly  bewildered,  and  even  the  most  experience  guides  are  some- 
times at  fault  and  lose  their  way,  and  have  the  greatest  difficulty  in  extri* 
eating  themselves  from  their  intricacies.  In  the  upper  regions  the  crevasses 
are  concealed  by  a  treacherous  coating  of  snow ;  and  many  a  bold  chamois- 
hunter  has  found  a  grave  in  their  recesses.  Ebel  mentions  an  instance  of 
a  shepherd,  in  1787,  who,  in  driving  his  flock  over  the  ice  to  a  high  pas- 
tun^,  had  the  misfortune  to  tumble  into  one  of  these  clefts.  He  fell  in 
the  vicinity  of  a  torrent  which  flowed  under  the  glacier,  and,  by  following 
up  its  bed  under  the  ice,  succeeded  in  reaching  the  surface  of  the  glacier 
with  a  broken  arm.  The  man's  name  was  Christian  Bohren:  he  was 
living  in  1849,  and  acted  as  guide  to  the  upper  glacier  of  Grindelwald. 
More  melancholy  was  the  fate  of  M.  Mouron,  a  clergyman  of  Vevay :  he  was 
engaged  in  making  some  scientific  researches  upon  the  glacier,  and  was  in 
the  act  of  leaning  over  to  examine  a  singular  well-shaped  aperture  in  the 
ice,  when  the  staff  on  which  he  rested  gave  way ;  he  was  precipitated  to 
the  bottom,  and  his  lifeless  and  mangled  body  was  recovered  from  tho 
depths  of  the  glacier  a  few  days  after.  It  may  l>e  hoped  that  the  attentioa 
recently  directed  to  this  subject  by  several  fatal  acciaents  may  induce  tra- 
vellers to  adopt  the  precautions  already  urged  in  §  12. 

The  crevasses,  owing  their  formation  to  the  advancing  movement  of  the 
glader,  whatever  causes  tend  to  accelerate  that  movoment,  tend  at  the  same 
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tuneto  widen  eodstiiigorevuBes  and  to  produoe  new  ones.  In  this  way  the 
wanaS.  or  S.S.  wind,  called  the/M«»  in  Uri  and  among  the  Bernese  Alps,  la 
yerj  instniinental  in  cansing  the  glacier  to  split,  and  the  load  reports 
thus  oocaaionedy  called  by  the  herdsmen  the  growlings  (brollen)  of  the 
gladar,  are  r^guded  as  a  sign  of  bad  weather,  because  the  same  wind, 
bearing  s  cnirent  of  heated  air  from  the  plains  of  Italy  or  the  Adriatic, 
caoses  rain  or  snow  when  this  corfent  is  cooled  down  among  the  higher  peaks 
of  tiie  Alps.  The  trayeller  who  ventures  to  crosa  any  of  the  larger  glaciers 
may,  at  times,  both  hear  and  aee  the  fissures  widening  around  him.  The 
crerassea  exhibit  in  perfection  the  beantifiil  cumre  hhie  colour  of  the  glacier ; 
the  caoae  of  whidi  haa  not  been  satiafactorily  accounted  for.  It  is  the  same 
tint  of  ultramarine  whidi  the  Rhdne  exhibits  at  Geneva,  after  leaving 
all  its  hnpnritiea  behind  it  in  the  lake;  and  the  writer  haa  even  ob- 
served the  same  beautiiul  tint  in  footmarks  and  holes  made  in  fresh- 
fallen  snow,  not  mors  tiian  a  foot  deep,  among  the  high  Alps. — See 
Tyndall'fl  <  Qhiciera  of  the  Alps.' 

The  traveller  who  haa  only  read  of  glaciera  ia  <^n  disappointed  at  the 
first, sight  of  them,  by  the  appeaiance  of  their  surface,  which  is  rough, 
tossed  about  in  hillocka  and  gumea,  and,  except  when  covered  with  fresh- 
&]len  enow,  or  at  very  great  heists,  has  none  of  the  purity  which  might 
be  expended  from  fielda  of  ice.  On  the  contrary,  it  uaaally  exhibits 
a  snr&oe  of  dirty  white,  soiled  with  mud,  and  often  covered  with 
stones  and  gravel.  Such  beds  of  stone,  dirt^  and  rubbish  are  common 
to  jDOBt  glaciera,  and,  when  accumulated  in  continuous  masses,  are 
called  Mcrame^  running  along  the  glacier  in  parallel  lines  at  the  sides 
(called  Jaierdl  Moraines,  C^erman  Oandeeken) ;  or  in  the  middle  {medial 
Mcsainea,  in  Gemian  Cfufer)^  and  terminal  or  end  Moraines.  They  are 
formed  in  the  following  manner  >--The  edges  of  the  glader,  at  its  upper 
extremity,  receive  the  fiagmeats  of  rock  detached  from  the  mountains 
around  by  the  destruetive  agency  of  mojature  and  frost ;  but  as  the  glacier 
itself  ia  eonatantly  descending,  this  fallen  rubbish  goes  along  with  it,  in« 
creased  finnn  behind  by  the  debris  of  each  succeeding  winter,  so  ^t  it  forms  a 
neariy  tminteiTupted  line  from  the  top  of  the  ice-field  to  the  bottom,  thus 
forming  a  lateral  moraine.  Wherever  the  glacier  from  one  valley  meets 
that  of  another,  the  morainea  from  the  two  unite  and  form  one,  running 
down  the  centre  of  the  united  glacier  instead  oi  along  ita  margin,  as  before, 
thus  fonxdng  a  medial  moraine.  Such  a  confluence  of  m<Nraines  is  well 
seen  on  the  glacier  of  the  Aar  (Route  26) ;  and  upon  the  great  glacier 
of  Gamer  descending  from  Monte  Bosa  (Route  127)  six  or  eight  may  be 
seen  running  aide  by  aide,  each  traceable  to  its  origin  by  the  nature  of 
the  rocks  composing  it. 

**  The  mofaines  remain  upon  the  surfiEtce  of  the  glacier,  and,  nnlesa 
&fter  a  'ray  long  or  very  uneven  course,  they  are  not  dissipated  or  in- 
L;ulfed.  On  ihe  ocmtiary,  the  largest  stones  attain  a  conspicuous  pre- 
eminence ;  the  heaviest  moraine,  far  from  indenting  the  surface  of  the  ice, 
or  sinking  amongst  its  substance,  rides  upon  an  lev  ridge  as  an  excrescence, 
wfhic^  gives  to  it  the  character  of  a  colossal  back-bone  of  the  glacier,  or 
aomethnea  appears  like  a  noble  causeway,  fit,  indeed,  for  giants,  stretching 
a^iay  for  leches  over  monotonoua  ice,  with  a  breadth  ci  some,  hundreds 
of  feet^  and  raiaed  from  50  to  80  ft.  above  ita  general  leveL  Almost  eveiy 
aton^  however,  resta  upon  ice ;  the  mound  is  not  a  mound  of  d^ris,  as  it 
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The  tei'minal  moraines  are  heaped  up  often  to  a  height  of  80  or  100  ft., 
and  sometimes  much  higher :  the  moraines  in  the  All^  Blanche  and  on 
the  glacier  of  Blaitiere  at  Ghamonni  must  be  500  or  600  ft.  high.     Not 
un&equently  there  are  3  or  4  sack  ridges,  one  behind  the  ower,  like 
80  many  Imes  of  intrenchment.    The  broken  stones,  sand,  and  mud, 
mixed  with  shattered  fragments  of  ice,  of  which  they  are  composed, 
have  an  unsightly  appearance,  being  perfectly  barren  of  v^etation ;  but 
each  heap  is,  as  it  were,  a  geological  cabinet,  containing  specimens  of 
all  the  neighbouring  mountains.    The  glacier,  indeed,  has  a  natural 
tendency  to  purge  itself  from  impurities,  and  whatever  happens  to  fall 
upon  it  is  gradually  discharged  in  this  manner.    It  likewise  exerts  great 
mechanical  force,  and,  like  a  vast  millstone,  grinds  down  not  only  the 
rock  which  composes  its  channel,  but  all  the  fragments  interposed  between 
it  and  the  rock ;  forming,  in  the  end,  a  sort  of  stone-meal.    The  extent  of 
the  moraine  depends  on  the  character  of  the  strata  of  the  mountains 
around  the  glacier :  where  they  are  of  granite,  or  other  hard  rock,  not 
easily  decomposed  by  the  weather,  the  moraine  is  of  small  extent ;  and  it 
is  largest  where  the  boundary  rocks  are  of  brittle  limestone  and  fissile 
slate.    The  researches  of  Swiss  naturalists  (Agassiz  and  Gharpentier)  have 
discovered  extensive  moraines,  not  only  in  the  lower  part  of  the  Valats, 
but  even  on  the  shores  of  the  Lake  Leman,  at  a  height  of  not  more  than 
200  or  300  ft.  above  it ;  indicating  that,  during  some  anterior  condition  of 
our  planet,  the  valley  of  the  Rhdne  was  occupied  by  gladers,  in  situations 
at  present  40  or  50  m.  distant  from  the  nearest  existing  ice-field,   and 
3000  or  4000  ft.  below  it.    The  existence  of  boulder-stones,  so  common 
on  the  Jura  and  elsewhere,  is  now  generally  attributed  to  glaciers,  the 
boulders  having  been  either  carried  on  the  surface  of  glaciers  to  their 
present  position,  or  floated  there  on  icebei^s  broken  off  from  ^aders.* 

A  singular  circumstance  occurs  when  a  single  laa^  mass  of  rock  has  fallen 
upon  the  glacier ;  the  shade  and  protection  from  the  sun's  rays  afibrded  by 
the  stone  prevents  the  ice  on  which  it  rests  from  melting,  and,  while  the 
surface  around  is  gradually  lowered,  it  remains  supported  on  a  pedestal  or 
table,  like  a  mushroom  on  a  stalk,  often  attaining  a  height  of  several  feet ; 
at  length  the  stone  falls  off  the  pillar  and  th  j  process  recommences.  The 
glaciers  of  the  Aar  furnish  fine  examples  of  these  taUes  des  gladers^  as 
they  are  called.  The  surface  of  the  glacier  has  been  ascertained  to  lose 
3  ft.  of  surface  by  melting  in  as  many  weeks  of  fine  warm  weather.  An 
exactly  opposite  phenomenon  occurs  when  a  small  stone,  not  more  than 
an  inch  thick,  or  a  leaf,  rests  upon  the  ice.  As  it  absorbs  the  8un*8  rays 
with  greater  rapidity  than  ice,  not  merely  its  surface  but  its  entire  sub- 
stance is  warmed  through,  and  instead  of  protecting  it  melts  the  ice  below 
it,  and  gradually  sinks,  forming  a  hole  to  a  considerable  depth,  and  gcnc^ 
rally  a  pool  of  water,  of  which  the  traveller  is  often  glad  to  avail  liini- 
self:  these  little  pools  are  generally  frozen  over  at  night. 

The  occurrence  of  Red  Snow,  which  at  one  time  was  treated  with  incre- 
dulity, is  common  among  the  High  Alps,  and  is  produced  either  by  minute 
insects  and  their  eggs,  or  by  a  species  of  cryptogamio  plant,  called  Palmelb 
Nivalis,  or  Protococcus,  a  true  vegetable,  which  plants  itself  on  the  surface  of 
the  snow,  takes  root,  germinates,  produces  seed,  and  dies.    In  the  state  of 

•  See  an  intereidng  paper  on  the  Andent  Olaeien  of  Switcerland  and  North  Wmlea,  lir 
Profesaor  Ramsay,  Local  lArector  of  the  Geological  Survey  of  Sngland,  In  *  Ptoalcs,  Fmms,  and 
Glaciexs ;'  also  pubUahed  separately. 
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gennination  it  imparts  a  pale  carmine  tint  to  the  snow :  this  increases,  as 
the  plant  oomes  to  maturity,  to  a  deep  crimson  blush,  which  graduallv  fades, 
and,  as  the  plant  decays,  becomes  a  black  dust  or  monld.  By  collecting 
some  of  the  coloured  snow  in  a  bottle,  and  pouring  it  on  a  sheet  of  paper, 
the  form  of  the  plant  may  be  disoovered  witii  a  microscope,  as  soon  as 
the  water  has  evaporated* 

It  has  been  alrrady  observed  that  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  melting  of 
the  lower  portion  of  the  elader  is  filled  up  by  the  winter  snow  from  above. 
But,  aa  may  be  supposed,  it  often  happens,  after  mild  winters  and  warm 
aummera,  that  the  supply  is  not  equal  to  the  void ;  and  vice  vend^  after 
severe  winters  and  rainy  summers,  the  glacier  is  overloaded,  as  it  were : 
indeed,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  an  exact  equilibrium  of  supply  and  con- 
sumption should  be  preserved,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  glaciers  are  sub- 
ject both  to  ttoporary  and  to  secular  variation.    The  glaciers  thronghont 
the  Alps  appear  to  have  made  a  general  movement  in  advance  between 
the  years  1817  and  1822,  in  consequence  of  the  coldness  of  the  six  pre- 
oeding  summers.    The  gladers  of  Bossons  and  des  Bois,  in  the  valley  of 
Chamooni,  and  that  of  Grindelwald,  in  the  Bernese  Alps,  extended  so  far 
in  vridth  as  well  as  length,  as  to  overthrow  large  trees  of  the  growth  of 
many  centuries.    Afterwards  they  began  to  retreat,  and  soon  regained 
their  original  limits.    Instances  have  occurred  of  the  sudden  advance  of  a 
glacier,  as  in  the  Gkidmenthal  (Route  32),  where  a  road  has  been  destroyed 
by  this  cause,  and  even  of  the  formation. of  new  glaciers  within  the 
memory  of  man,  as  in  the  XJpper  Engadine  (?),  and  at  the  base  of  the 
Titlis :  but  these  have  been  roUowed  by  a  similar  retrooessioQ,  and  the 
newly  formed  ioe-fields  are  rarely  permanent.  It  is  certain  that,  at  present, 
both  the  Mer  de  Glace,  under  Mont  Blanc,  and  the  Grindelmld  Glader, 
appear  to  have  shrunk,  and  sunk  considerably  below  the  level  they  once 
attained ;  but  this  may  be  merely  temporaiy,  or  even  only  their  dimensions 
in  summer,  when  most  reduced.     ^t>f.  Forbes  states  that  in  1845  .the 
glacier  of  Findelen,  near  Zermatt,  was  retreating ;  since  that  time  it  has 
advanced,  destnmng  fields  and  chalets ;  and  Sir  G.  Lyell  has  informed  the 
Editor  that  it  advanced  in  1857,  notwithstanding  the  unusual  heat  of  that 
summer.  0 

Professors  Agassiz,  Forbes,  and  l^dall  have  made  some  interesting  ex- 
periments and  observatioQS  upon  the  movement  and  rate  of  progress  of  the 
gladers ;  but  Hugi  was  the  first  observer  who  attempted  to  measure  their 
advance.    In  1829  the  latter  noted  the  position  of  numerous  loose  blocks 
lying  on  the  sur&ce  of  the  lower  glader  of  the  Aar,  relatively  to  the  fixed 
rod;s  at  its  sides.    He  also  measured  ^e  glader  and  erected  signal-posts 
on  it.    In  1836  he  found  everything  altered;  many  of  the  loose  blocks 
had  moved  ofif  and  entirely  disappeared,  along  with  the  ice  that  supported 
them.    A  hut,  which  he  had  hastily  erected,  to  shelter  himself  and  his 
companions,  had  advanced  2184  ft.    A  mass  of  granite,  ^^^^^^?^;^^ 
cubic  ft.,  origiDally  buried  under  the  snow  of  the  fim,  which  had  become 
converted  into  glader,  had  not  only  been  raised  to  the  surface,  but  was 
elevated  above  it»  in  the  air,  upon  two  pedestaJs,  or  {nllare,  of  ice ;  so  that 
a  large  party  might  have  found  shelter  under  it.    A  signal-post,  stuck 
into  a  mass  of  granite,  had  not  only  made  as  great  an  advance  as  the  nut, 
but  the  distance  between  it  and  the  hut  had  been  increased  760  ft.  by  the 
expann0^  of  the  glader.    In  1839  M.  Agassiz  found  that  Hugis  cabiu 
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had  advanced  4400  ft.  from  the  position  it  originalhr  oocapied,  when  first 
built  in  1827 ;  and  in  1840  it  was  200  ft.  lower.  Hugi's  observations  on 
the  Aar  Racier  give  as  its  rate  of  motion  240  ft.  per  annnm.  The  more 
reoent  and  precise  observations  of  Professors  Forbes  and  Tyndall  have  ascer- 
tained the  daily  motion  of  the  ice  on  the  Mer  de  Glace,  and  proved  that  it 
proceeds  regularly,  not  by  fits  and  starts,  but  accelerated  in  speed  by  thaws 
and  retarded  by  frosts,  and  that  the  motion  is  different  in  difierent  parts 
of  the  glacier.  The  advance  of  the  ice-field  of  the  Mer  de  Olaoe  is  cal- 
culated at  between  600  and  700  ft.  yearly,  or  nearly  2  ft.  a  day ;  so  that 
the  traveller,  whilst  walking  over  the  glader,  ia  insensibly  desoavling  to 
the  valley  below. 

It  is  highly  interesting  to  consider  how  important  a  service  the  glaciers 
perform  in  uie  economy  of  nature.  These  dead  and  chilly  fields  of  ice, 
which  prolong  the  reign  of  winter  throughout  the  year,  are,  in  reality,  tiie 
source  of  life  and  the  springs  of  vegetation.  They  are  iStxe  lo6ked-up 
reservoirs,  the  sealed  fountains,  from  which  the  vast  rivers  traversing  the 
great  continents  of  our  globe  are  sustained.  The  summer  heat,  which 
dries  up  other  sources  of  water,  first  opens  out  their  bountifol  supplies. 
When  the  rivers  of  the  plain  begin  to  shrink  and  dwindle  within  their 
parched  beds,  the  tonents  of  the  Alps,  fed  by  melting  snow  and  glaciers, 
rush  down  from  the  mountains  and  supply  the  deficiency ;  and,  at  that 
season  (July  and  August),  ^e  rivers  and  lakes  of  Switzerland  are  fullest. 

During  the  whole  summer,  the  traveller  who  crosses  the  glaciers  hears 
the  torrents  rustling  and  running  below  him  at  the  bottom  of  the  azure 
clefts.  These  plenteous  rills  gushing  forth  in  their  sub-glacial  beds,  are 
generally  all  collected  in  one  staream,  at  the  foot  of  the  glacier,  which,  in 
consequence,  is  eaten  away  into  a  vast  dome-shaped  arch,  sometimes  100 
ft.  high,  gradually  increasing  until  the  constant  thaw  weakens  its  support, 
and  it  gives  way  and  falls  in  with  a  crash.  Such  caverns  of  ice  are  seen 
in  great  perfection.  In  aame  years,  at  the  source  of  the  Arv^pon,  in  the 
valley  of  Chamoimi,  and  in  the  glaciers  of  Grindelwald.  ^e  streams 
issuing  fVom  glaciers  are  distinguished  by  tiieir  turbid  dirty- white  or  milky 
colour.  The  waters  collected  by  the  melting  of  the  ice  mm  sdl  ports  of 
the  surface  of  a  glacier  often  accumulate  into  torrents,  which,  at  length, 
precipitate  themselves  into  a  hole  or  fissure  in  its  surface  in  the  form  of  a 
cascade. 

The  following  striking  passc^e  from  Professor  Forbes's  *  Alps,'  p.  386, 
will  form  a  gw>d  conclusion  to  this  account  of  glaciers : — ^*  Poets  and 
philosophers  have  delighted  to  compare  the  course  of  human  life  to  that 
of  a  river ;  perhaps  a  still  apter  simUe  might  be  found  in  the  history  of  a 
£;lacier.  Heaven-descended  in  its  origin,  it  yet  takes  its  mould  and  con- 
formation fWmi  the  hidden  womb  of  the  moimtains  which  brought  it  forth. 
At  first  soft  and  ductile,  it  acquires  a  character  and  firmness  of  its  own,  as 
an  inevitable  destiny  urges  it  on  its  onward  career.  Jostled  and  constrained 
by  the  crosses  and  inequalities  of  its  prescribed  path,  hedged  in  hy  im- 
passable barriers  which  ^  limits  to  its  movements,  it  yields  groaning  to 
its  fate,  and  still  travels  forward  seamed  with  the  soars  of  many  a  oonfiict 
with  opposing  obstacles.  All  this  while,  although  wasting,  it  is  renewed 
by  an  unseen  power, — ^it  evaporates,  but  is  not  consumed.  On  its  surface 
it  bears  the  spoils  which,  during  the  progress  of  existence,  it  has  made  its 
own ;  often  weighty  burdens  devoid  of  beauty  or  value,  at  times  precious 
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massesy  sparkling  with  gems  or  with  ore.  Having  at  length  attained  its 
greatest  ividth  and  extension,  commanding  admiration  by  its  beauty  and 
power,  waste  predominates  over  supply,  the  vital  springs  begin  to  fail ;  it 
stoops  into  an  attitude  of  decrepitude — ^it  droos  the  burdens,  one  by  one, 
which  it  had  borne  so  proudly  aloft — ^its  disaoiution  is  inevitable.  But  as 
it  is  resolved  into  its  elements,  it  takes  all  at  once  a  new,  and  livelier,  and 
disembarrassed  form :  from  tho  wreck  of  its  members  it  arises  '  another, 
yet  the  same  * — a  noble,  full-bodied,  arrowy  stream,  which  leaps  rejoidng 
over  the  obstacles  which  beforo  had  stayed  its  progress,  and  hastens 
through  fertile  valleys  towards  a  freer  existence,  and  a  final  union  in  the 
ocean  with  the  boundless  and  the  infinite,'* 

§  17.  AVALAKCHES — SM0W-8T0BMS— FLOODS. 

^  The  avalanche— the  thunderbolt  of  snow." — Byrom. 

Avalanches  (Germ.  Lawinen)  are  those  accumulations  of  snow  which 
precipitate  themselves  from  the  mountains,  either  by  their  own  weight  or 
by  the  loosening  effects  of  the  sun's  heat,  into  the  vuleys  below,  sweeping 
everything  before  them,  and  causing,  at  times,  great  destruction  of  life 
and  properly.  The  fearful  crash  which  accompanies  their  descent  is  often 
heard  at  a  distanoe  of  sevend  leagues. 

The  natives  of  the  Alps  distinguish  between  several  different  kinds  of 
avalanches.  The  staubiawinen  (dust  avalanches)  aro  formed  of  loose 
fresh-fallen  snow,  heaped  up  by  m^  wind  early  in  the  winter,  before  it 
has  begun  to  melt  or  oombme  together.  Such  a  mass,  when  it  reaches 
the  edge  of  a  cliff  or  declivity,  timables  from  point  to  point,  increasing  in 
quantity  as  well  as  in  impetus  everv  instant,  and  spreading  itself  over 
a  wide  extent  of  surface.  It  descencJs  with  prodigious  rapidity,  and  has 
been  known  to  rush  down  a  distance  of  10  m.  from  the  point  whence 
it  was  first  detached ;  not  only  descending  one  side  of  a  valley,  but  also 
ascending  the  opposite  hill  by  the  veloci^  acquired  in  its  fall,  overwhelm- 
ing and  laying  x>ro8trate  a  whole  forest  of  firs  in  its  descent,  and  breaking 
down  another  forest,  up  the  opposite  side,  so  as  to  lay  the  heads  of  the 
trees  up  the  hill  in  its  ascent.  Slide-avalanchea  (Schleich-lawine  or 
Schlipfe)  slip  down  from  inclined  surfaces  often  without  disturbance  of 
the  surface,  and  it  is  only  when  they  begin  to  roll  over  and  boimd  that 
they  become  schlag  or  grund-lawinen. 

Another  kind  of  avalanche,  the  Orund-lavnnen,  occurs  in  spring,  during 
the  months  of  April  and  May,  when  the  sim  becomes  powerful,  and  the 
snow  thaws  rapidly  imder  its  influence.  They  fall  constantly  from 
different  parts  of  the  mountains,  at  differont  hours  in  the  day,  accordingly 
as  each  part  is  reached  by  the  sim :  from  the  E.  side  between  10  and  12, 
from  the  S.  side  between  12  and  2,  and  later  in  the  day  from  the  W.  and  N. 
This  species  is  more  dangerous  in  its  effects,  from  the  snow  being  clammy 
and  adhesive,  as  well  as  hard  and  compact.  Any  object  buried  by  it 
can  only  be  dug  out  by  the  most  arduous  labour.  Men  or  cattle  over« 
whelmed  by  the  staub-lawine  can  extricate  themselves  by  their  own 
exertions;  or,  at  any  rate,  fh>m  the  snow  being  less  compact,  majr 
breathe  for  some  hours  through  the  interstices.  In  the  case  of  the  grund^ 
IS  wine,  the  sufferers  are  usually  either  crushed  or  suffocated,  and  are,  at 
any  rate,  so  entangled  that  they  can  only  be  rescued  by  the  aid  of  others. 
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Such  avalanches  falling  upon  a  'mountam-streani,  in  a  narrow  gorge, 
arc  often  hollowed  out  from  beneath  by  the  action  of  the  water,  until 
it  has  forced  a  passage  under  them ;  and  they  sometimes  remain  for  the 
whole  summer,  serving  as  a  bridge,  over  which  men  and  cattle  may  pass. 

The  avalanches  have  usually  a  fixed  time  for  descending,  and  an 
habitusd  channel  down  which  they  slide,  which  may  be  known  by  its 
being  worn  perfectly  smooth,  sometimes  even  appearing  polished,  and  by 
the  heap  of  debris  at  its  base.  The  peasants,  in  some  situations,  await 
with  impatience  the  fall  of  the  regular  avalanches,  as  a  symptom  of  the 
spring  having  fairly  set  in,  and  of  £e  danger  being  over.  In  some  places 
the  lower  end  of  a  glacier  falls  at  long  intervals  of  years  and  displays  an 
avalanche  on  the  hugest  scale.  Those  near  Randa,  in  the  Yal  de  Bagnes, 
and  on  the  side  of  Altels,  are  examples. 

Danger  arises  from  avalanches  either  by  their  falling  imexpectedly, 
while  persons  are  traversing  spots  known  to  be  exposed  to  them,  or  else 
(and  this  is  the  more  fearful  source  of  catastrophes)  when  an  unusual 
accumulation  of  snow  is  raised  by  the  wind,  or  when  the  severity  of 
the  season  causes  the  avalanche  to  desert  its  usual  bed,  and  the  whole 
mass  descends  upon  cultivated  spots,  houses,  or  even  villages.  There  are 
certain  valleys  among  the  Alps  in  which  scarcely  any  spot  is  totally 
exempt  from  the  possible  occurrence  of  such  a  calamity,  though  some  are 
naturally  more  exposed  than  others.  The  Yal  Bedretto,  in  canton 
Tessin,  the  Meyenthal,  in  canton  Uri,  and  many  others,  are  thus  dread- 
fully exposed.  To  guard  as  much  as  possible  against  accidents,  ver}' 
large  and  massive  dykes  of  masonry*  like  the  projecting  bastions  of  a 
fortification,  are,  in  such  situations,  built  against  the  hiU-side,  behind 
churches,  houses,  and  other  buildings,  with  an  angle  pointing  upwards, 
in  order  to  break  and  turn  aside  the  snow.  In  some  valleys  great  care  is 
bestowed  on  ihe  preservation  of  the  forests  clothing  their  sides,  as  the 
best  protection  of  the  district  below  them  from  such  calamities.  These 
may  truly  be  regarded  as  sacred  groves ;  and  no  one  is  allowed  to  cut 
down  timber  within  them,  under  i)ain  of  a  legal  penalty.  Yet  they  not 
unfreauently  show  the  inefficiency  even  of  such  protection  against  so 
fearful  an  engine  of  destruction.  Whole  forests  are  at  times  cut  over  and 
laid  prostrate  by  the  avalanche.  The  tallest  stems,  fit  to  make  masts 
for  a  first-rate  man-of-war,  are  snapped  asunder  like  a  bit  of  wax,  and  the 
barkless  and  branchless  stumps  and  relics  of  the  forest  remain  for  yeans 
like  a  stubble-field  to  tell  of  what  has  happened. 

A  mournful  catalogue  of  catastrophes,  which  have  occurred  in  Swit- 
sserland,  since  the  records  of  history,  from  avalanches,  might  be  made  out 
if  necessary ;  but  it  will  suffice  to  mention  one  or  two  instances. 

In  1720  an  avalanche  killed,  in  Ober-Gestelen  (Yallais),  84  liien  and  4O0 
head  of  cattle,  and  destroyed  120  houses.  The  same  year  40  individuals 
perished  at  Brieg,  and  23  on  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  from  a  similar  cause. 

In  1749  the  village  of  Ruaras,  in  the  Tavetsch  Thai,  was  carried 
away  by  an  avalan(£e ;  100  men  were  overwhelmed  by  it,  60  of  whom 
were  dug  out  alive ;  and  several  of  the  houses,  though  removed  to  some 
distance  from  the  original  site,  were  so  little  shaken  that  persons  sleepiiig 
within  them  were  not  awakened. 

In  1800,  after  a  snow-storm  of  three  days'  continuance,  an  enormous 
avalanche  detached  itself  from  the  top  of  the  precipice  of  Rlucas,  above 
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Trons,  in  the  valley  of  the  Vorder  Bhein;  it  crossed  the  valley  and 
destroyed  a  wood  and  some  ch&lets  on  the  opposite  pasture  of  Zenim ; 
reooilmgy  with  the  force  it  had  acquired,  to  the  side  from  which  it  had 
ocmey  it  did  fresh  mischief  there,  and  so  rebounding  to  and  fro,  at  the 
fourth  rash  reached  Trons,  and  buried  many  of  its  houses  to  the  roof  in  snow. 

In  1827  the  greater  part  of  the  village  of  Biel,  in  the  Upper  Valais,  was 
crushed  beneath  a  tremendous  avalanche,  which  ran  down  a  ravine,  nearly 
two  leagues  long,  before  it  reached  the  village. 

One  of  the  most  remarkable  phenomena  attending  the  avalanche  is  the 
blast  of  air  which  accompanies  it,  and  which,  like  what  is  called  the  wind 
of  a  cannon-ball,  extends  its  destructive  influence  to  a  considerable  distance 
on  each  aide  of  the  actual  line  taken  by  the  falling  mass.  It  has  all  the 
effect  of  a  blast  of  gunpowder :  sometimes  forest  trees,  growing  near  the 
sides  of  the  channel  down  which  the  snow  passes,  are  uprooted  and  laid 
prostrate,  without  having  been  touched  by  it.  In  this  way  the  village 
of  Banda,  in  the  Yisp-Thal,  lost  many  of  its  houses  by  the  blast  of  a  mass 
of  glader,  which  fell  in  1720.  The  E.  spire  of  the  convent  of  Dissentis 
wsuB  thrown  down  by  the  gust  of  an  avalanche  which  fell  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  off. 

Travellers  visiting  the  Alps  between  the  months  of  June  and  October 
are  little  exposed  to  danger  from  avalanches,  except  immediately  after  a 
snow-storm ;  and,  when  compelled  to  start  at  such  times,  they  should  pay 
implicit  obedience  to  the  advice  of  the  guides.  It  is  a  common  saying, 
that  there  is  risk  of  avalanches  as  long  as  the  burden  of  snow  continues 
on  the  boughs  of  the  fir-trees,  and  while  the  naturally  sharp  angles  of  the 
distant  mountains  continue  to  look  rounded. 

It  is  different  with  those  who  travel  from  necessity  in  the  spring,  and 
before  the  annual  avalanches  have  fallen.  Muleteers,  carriers,  and  such 
persona,  use  great  caution  in  traversing  exposed  parts  of  the  road,  and 
with  these  they  are  well  acquainted.  They  proceed  in  parties,  in  single 
file,  at  a  little  d^uBtance  from  one  another,  in  order  that  if  the  snow  should 
sweep  one  off,  the  others  may  be  ready  to  render  assistance.  They  pro- 
o^l  as  &8t  as  possible,  carefully  avoiding  any  noise,  even  speaking,  and, 
it  is  saidy  will  sometimes  muffle  the  mules*  bells,  lest  the  slightest  vibra- 
tion communicated  to  the  air  should  disengage  the  nicely-poised  mass  of 
snow  above  their  heads.  These  manoeuvres  are  probably  adopted  to 
ajst<miflh  travellers  merely,  for  it  is  obvious  that  the  lightest  summer 
l>reeze  must  produce  more  effect  than  the  loudest  voice. 

The  avalanches,  seen  and  heard  by  summer  tourists  on  the  sides  of 
jMEont  Blanc  and  the  Jungfrau,  are  of  a  different  kind  from  those  described 
alMve,  being  caused  only  by  the  rupture  of  a  portion  of  the  glaciers, 
ijirliich  dve  way  under  the  influence  of  a  mid-day  sun,  and  of  certain 
^cvinds,  during  iiie  summer  and  autumn,  when  other  avalanches,  generally 
speaking,  have  ceased  to  fall.  They  differ,  also,  in  this  respect,  that, 
for  the  most  part^  they  do  no  harm,  since  they  &ll  on  uncultivable  and 
xmiidiafaited  8pots«  It  is  more  by  the  roar  which  accompanies  them, 
^irliiehy  awakening  the  echoes  of  the  Alps,  sounds  very  hke  thunder, 
thaJi  iy  the  appearance  which  they  present,  which  is  simply  that  of  a 
waitet&n,  that  they  realise  what  is  usually  expected  of  avalanches.  Still 
ibey  are  worth  seeing,  and  will  much  enhance  the  interest  of  a  visit  to 
tike  Weagpm  Alp,  the  Cramont  (on  the  S.  side  of  Mont  Blanc),  or  the 
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borders  of  the  Mer  da  Glace ;  especially  if  the  spectator  will  bear  in  mind 
the  immense  distance  at  which  he  is  placed  from  the  objects  which  be  sees 
and  hears,  and  will  consider  that,  at  eadi  roar,  whole  tons  of  solid  ice  are 
broken  off  from  the  parent  glader,  and  in  tumbling  many  hnndred  feet 
perhaps,  are  shattered  to  atoms  and  ground  to  powder. 

The  Snow-storms^  Tourmentes,  or  Ouxetij  which  occur  on  the  Alps,  are 
much  dreaded  by  the  chamois-hunter,  the  ^epherd,  and  those  most  accua- 
tonled  to  traverse  the  High  Alps :  how  much  more  formidable  must  they 
be  to  the  inexperienced  traveller!  They  consist  of  furious  and  tem- 
pestuous winds,  somewhat  of  the  nature  of  a  whirlwind,  which  oooar  on 
the  exposed  promontories,  the  summit-ridges,  and  elevated  gorges  of  tlie 
Alps,  either  accompanied  by  snow,  or  fillmg  the  air  with  that  recently 
fallen,  while  the  flakes  are  still  dry,  tossing  them  about  like  powder  or 
dust.  In  an  instant  the  atmosphere  is  filled  with  snow;  earth,  sky, 
mountain,  abyss,  and  landmark  of  every  kind,  are  obliterated  from  ^ew, 
as  though  a  curtain  were  let  down  on  all  sides  of  the  wanderer.  All  traces 
of  path,  or  of  the  footsteps  of  preceding  travellers,  are  at  once  effaced,  and 
the  poles  planted  to  mark  the  direction  of  the  road  are  frequently  over- 
turned. In  some  places  the  gusts  sweep  the  rock  bare  of  snow,  heaping 
it  up  in  others,  perhaps  across  the  path,  to  a  height  of  20  ft.  or  naore, 
barring  all  passage,  and  driving  the  wayfarer  to  despair.  At  ervery 
step  he  fears  tr  plunge  into  an  abyss,  or  sink  overhead  in  the  snow. 
Large  parties  sf  men  and  animals  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the  snow- 
wreaths  on  the  St.  Gk>thard,  where  they  sometimes  attain  a  height  of 
40  or  60  ft.  These  tempests  are  accompanied  almost  every  year  by  loss 
of  life ;  and,  though  of  less  frequent  occurrence  in  summer  than  in  winter 
and  spring,  are  one  reason  why  it  is  dangerous  for  inexperienced  travellers 
to  attempt  to  cross  remote  and  elevated  passes  without  a  guide. 

The  guides  and  persons  residing  on  the  mountain-passes^  from  the 
appearance  of  the  sky,  and  other  weather-signs  known  to  them,  can 
generally  foresee  the  occurrence  of  tourmentes,  and  can  tell  i^en  the  fall 
of  avalanches  is  to  be  apprehended. 

Floods. — ^In  most  of  the  Swiss  valleys  traces  are  to  be  seen  of  terrible 
floods,  which  have  from  time  to  time  poured  down  from  the  mountains, 
and  devastated  tracts  of  land  more  or  less  large.  These  floods  usually 
occur  at  the  melting  of  the  snow  in  spring,  but  may  happen  at  any  time 
of  year  when,  either  from  excessive  rain,  or  from  the  too  rapid  melting  of 
the  snow,  or  from  a  dam  of  ice  falling  and  then  bursting,  a  mountain 
torrent  swells  beyond  its  usual  proportions,  and  carries  down  stones,  earth, 
huge  rooks,  and  trees,  sweeping  everything  before  it  till  it  reaches  the 
valley,  when  it  spreads  out,  often  covering  acres  of  fbrtile  land  with  mb- 
bidi,  and  ruining  the  land  for  ever.  There  is  hardly  a  year  in  which  some 
part  of  Switserkmd  does  not  suffer  from  this  cause.  A  flood  in  the  autumn 
of  1852  converted  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  below  Martigny  into  a  lake,  and 
covered  hundreds  of  acres  of  land  with  rubbish,  which  in  18&6  remained 
untouched  and  uncultivated.  The  flood  on  the  same  day  carried  away  all 
the  bridges  but  one  in  the  valley  of  Chamouni;  whilst,  above  Sallenebecs 
the  river  left  its  bed,  and  out  out  a  channel  30  or  40  ft.  wide,  and  6  or  8  ft . 
deep,  through  the  fertile  land  and  down  to  the  bare  rock.  Great  floods  art. 
described  in  Rte.  56  and  Rte.  136.  The  upper  part  of  the*  valley  of  tho 
Rhone  is  now  a  desert  in  oonaequenoe  €i  flocds,  and  traces  of  great  floods 
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may  be  seen  in  the  valley  of  the  Rhine  and  in  the  vale  of  Samen,  and,  in 
fact,  in  nearly  every  valley.  Thoee  who  have  onoe  seen  the  recent  effects 
of  a  flood  will  soon  detect  them  continually,  though  the  grass  and  bushes 
in  a  few  years  eonceal  the  traces  from  those  who  do  not  know  where  to 
looM  for  than. 


{18.  OOtTBB  AKD  CBBTINIBM. 

**  Quia  tomidom  guttur  miratur  in  Alpibus,*' — Juv* 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that,  amidst  some  of  the  most  magnificent  sceneiy 
of  the  globe,  where  Nature  seems  to  have  put  forth  all  her  powers  in 
excitang  emotions  of  wonder  and  elevation  in  the  mind,  man  appears,  from 
a  mystarions  visitation  of  disease,  in  his  most  degraded  and  pitiable  con- 
dition. Such,  however,  is  the  £BUDt.  It  is  in  Hie  grandest  and  most  beautiful 
valleys  of  the  Alps  that  the  maladies  of  ^ol^  and  eretininn  prevail. 

Gt^treis  a  swelling  in  the  front  of  the  neck  (of  the  thyroid  gland,  or 
the  parts  adjoining),  which  increases  witii  the  growth  of  the  inmvidual, 
UDtil,  in  some  cases,  it  attains  an  enormous  size,  and  becomes  ^  a  hideous 
wallet  of  flesh,**  to  use  the  words  of  Shakspeaie,  hanging  pendulous  down 
to  the  breast.  It  is  not,  lu>wever,  attended  with  pain,  and  generallv  seems 
to  be  more  unsightly  to  the  spectator  than  inconvenient  or  hateful  to  the 
hearer;  but  there  are  instances  in  which  its  increase  is  so  enormous 
that  ibA  individual,  unable  to  support  his  burden,  erawk  along  the  ground 
under  it.  On  the  N.  of  the  Alps  women  appear  to  be  the  principal 
suffereiB  from  this  complaint,  and  in  the  Yalais  scarcely  a  woman  is  nee 
from  it,  and  it  is  said  that  thoee  who  have  no  swelling  are  laughed  at  and 
called  goose-necked.  At  Domo  d'  Ossola  it  seems  mora  prevalent  among 
tfie  men. 

Cretlaism,  which  occurs  in  the  same  localities  as  goitre,  and  evidently 
aiiaes  from  tiie  same  cause,  idiatever  it  may  be,  is  a  more  serious  maladv, 
inasmach  as  it  afifects  the  mind.  The  cretin  Is  an  idiot — a  melancholy 
spectacle — a  oreatuie  who  may  almost  be  said  to  rank  a  step  below  a 
human  being.  There  is  a  vacancy  in  his  countenance ;  his  head  is  dispro- 
portionately large ;  his  limbs  are  stunted  or  crippled ;  he  cannot  articulate 
his  words  with  distinctness ;  and  there  is  scucely  any  work  which  he 
is  capable  of  ezecnting.  He  spends  his  days  basking  in  the  sun,  and  from 
its  warmth  appears  to  derive  great  gratification.  When  a  stranger  appears, 
he  becomfls  a  clamorous  and  importunate  beggar,  assailing  him  with  a 
ceaseless  diattering ;  and  the  traveller  is  commonly  glad  to  be  rid  of  his 
liideous  presence  at  the  expense  of  a  few  sous.  Gzetins  however  are  now 
cither  diminished  in  number  or  are  confined,  and  the  traveller  is  not 
festered  by  them  as  he  used  to  be.  At  times  the  disease  has  such  an 
effect  on  the  mind  that  the  sufferer  is  unable  to  find  his  way  home  when 
i^thin  a  few  feet  of  his  own  door. 

Various  theories  have  been  resorted  to,  to  account  for  goitre:  some 
bave  attributed  it  to  the  use  of  water  derived  from  melting  snow ;  others, 
to  the  habit  of  carrying  heavy  weights  on  the  head ;  otiiers,  again,  to 
iSlthy  habits ;  while  a  fourth  theory  derives  it  from  the  nature  of  the  soil, 
<K  the  use  of  spring-water  impregnated  with  calcareous  matter. 

As  the  goitre  occurs  in  Derbyshire,  Yorkshire  (especially  at  Settle,  in  the 
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limestone  district  of  Craven),  Notts,  Somerset,  Surrey,  Hants,  &c.,  where 
no  permanent  snow  exists,  and  no  rivers  spring  from  glaciers— also  in 
Sumatra,  and  in  parts  of  South  America,  where  snow  is  unknown— and  last, 
but  not  least,  as  no  one  ever  drinks  snow-water^  which  is  always  dirt^,  it 
is  evident  that  the  first  cause  assigned  is  not  the  true  one ;  as  for  the  secbnd 
and  third,  they  would  equally  tend  to  produce  gottre  in  the  London  porters, 
and  in  the  inhabitants  of  the  purlieus  of  St.  Giles's.  If  the  limestone  theory 
be  true,  all  other  rocks  should  be  exempt  from  it,  which  is  not  the  case,  as 
far  as  our  experience  goes.  Goitre  is  found  only  in  certain  valleys  ;  nor, 
when  it  does  occur,  does  it  exist  throughout  the  valley.  It  appears  in  one 
spot ;  higher  up  it  is  unknown,  and  in  another  situation,  a  mile  or  two 
distant,  perhaps  it  is  again  prevalent.  A  curious  example  of  this  is  afforded 
by  the  valley  leading  up  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard.  Gottre  is  unknown  above 
Liddes ;  abounds  at  Verch^es,  800  ft.  lower  down ;  and  is  almost  universal 
at  Orsi^res :  had  the  disease  depended  upon  the  glader-water,  it  would,  of 
course,  be  more  prevalent  near  to  the  glaciers,  and  in  the  upper  x>urt  of  the 
valley. 

A  careful  attention  to  the  circumstances  accompanying  its  appearance 
will  show  that  it  is  connected  with  the  condition  of  ilie  atmosphere,  and 
is  found  in  low,  warm,  and  moist  situations,  at  the  bottom  of  valleys, 
where  a  stagnation  of  water  occurs,  and  where  the  summer  exhalations 
and  autumnal  fogs  arising  from  it  are  not  carried  off  by  a  free  circulation 
of  air ;— that  it  is,  in  fact,  one  of  the  many  injurious  effects  produced  by 
malaria.  It  prevails  in  places  where  the  valley  is  confined,  and  shut  in, 
as  it  were — ^where  a  free  draught  is  checked  by  the  sides  being  clothed 
with  wood,  or  by  a  sudden  bend  occurring  in  its  direction — ^where,  at  the 
same  time,  the  bottom  is  subject  to  the  overflowings  of  a  river,  or  to  exten- 
sive artifidal  irrigation.  The  conjecture  which  derives  the  disease  from 
breathing  an  atmosphere  of  this  kind,  not  liable  to  be  purified  by  fresh 
currents  of  air  to  carry  off  the  vapours,  is,  perhaps,  not  undeserving  of 
consideration  and  further  investigation  on  the  part  of  the  learned. 

Gottre  usually  occurs  about  the  age  of  puberty.  It  becomes  hereditary 
in  a  family,  but  children  bom  and  educated  on  spots  distant  from  home, 
and  in  elevated  situations,  are  often  exempt  from  it.  At  Sion,  in  the 
Valais,  which  may  be  regarded  as  the  head-quarters  of  gottre,  children 
and  even  adults  are  often  removed  to  the  mountains  from  the  low  ground 
on  the  first  symptoms  of  the  malady,  and  the  symptoms  disappear  where 
this  is  resorted  to  in  time.  Iodine  has  been  applied  with  success  as  a 
remedy  in  some  cases ;  but,  as  it  is  a  dangerous  remedy,  the  administra- 
tion of  it  must  be  resorted  to  with  the  greatest  caution. 

The  late  Sir  Astley  Cooper,  who  in  1834  visited  Martigny  for  the 
Xmrpose  of  making  observations  upon  goitres,  considered  them  to  be 
occasioned  by  the  want  of  a  due  circulation  of  air ;  and  he  found  the 
inhabitants  of  one  side  of  a  valley  afflicted  by  them,  while  those  on  the 
other  were  quite  free  from  them.    (L.  S.  1845.) 
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$  19.  HEIGHTS  OF  THE  FRIKGIPAL  MOUliTAINS,  LAKES,  AND  PASSES,  AB0V9 

THE  LEYEL  OF  THE  SEA. 

Taken  prmc^Uy  from  *  Peaks,  Passes,  and  Glaciers,*  in  English  feet^      \ 


Mountains. 


feet, 
or  Deodunga (Nepal)  29,002 

Acaoa^Qa  (Chile) 23,910 

MauDt  St.  Eiitt  (North  America)  17,850 
Pko  de  Tcyde  (Teneriffe) . .      . .   12 ,  205 


Grott  Glockner  (Tyrol  and 

rintiiia) 

Mnlhaocn  (l^ena  Nevada) 
ICanDolata  (Italian  TjtoI) 
Haladetta  (Pyxeneee) 

Etna  (Skdlr)     

Roaka  Poyano  (Carpathians) 
Sefanedkatften  (Norway)    .. 
Ora&  Jokall  (Iceland)     . . 
Ben  Neris  (Scotland) 
Socvdfln  (Wales)     .. 
Cuna  Tnbd  (Ireland)    .. 


Ca- 
..  12,956 
..  11,664 
(?)  11,500 
(?)  11,168 
..  10,872 
..  9,912 
..  8,102 
..  6,200 
..  4,406 
..  3,590 
..  3,405 


Mont  Blanc      ..      .. 
Monte  Roaa       ..      .. 

Dom  (Mindiabelhomer) 


Juteriioni 

DatBfauidbe 

Mont  Comfain  (6ra£^eire) 
Flostenar  Horn 
Alctsdifaom      

JlQ^fiwD 

MoBt  PeKrooz 


15,784 
15,223 
14,935 
14,889 
14,804 
14,705 
14,322 
14,134 
14,039 
13,803 
13,671 
13,468 


Schreekhom      

Bemina 

Weiss  Mies       

Aiguille  du  G^iftnt    ..      ., 
Grivola     .. 

Nesthom 

Monte  y  180       

Monte  delle  Disgrazie 

BlumlisAlp     

Todi 

Roche  Melon  (Mont  Cenis) 

Titlis 

Becca  di  Nona 

Gdmer  Grat     

Buet 

Torrenthom     

.£ggiBchhom     .. 
Sidelhom 


Cramont  .. 
Faoihom  .. 
Breren      .  •      • 
Sentis 
Niesen 
Pilatos 
Fl^fere     .. 
Rigi  ..      ..      . 
Monte  Generoso 

Dole 

Sal^ye       ..      . 
Weissenstein     . 


feet 

13,394 

13,297 

13,249 

13,101 

13,003 

12,966 

12,586 

12,060 

12,041 

11,883 

11,590 

10,634 

10,385 

10,290 

10,206 

9,876 

9,657 

9,457 

9,040 

8,812 

8,380 

8,223 

7,765 

7,315 

6,105 

5,910 

5,561 

5,520 

4,541 

4,230 


Lakes. 


Sdiwxrtzer  See        8,893 

DsabenSee       7,244 

SUser        6,000 

Jeisc.. 3,210 

£geri         2,360 

2,165 

1,781 

1,755 

1,715 

Xont       1,442 

Talloistadt      1,420 

i*ndtatel 1,420 


TtcBB 


Bienne      1,410 

Lucerne 1,406 

Zng  ..     ..     ..     ..   ...     ..  1,400 

Constance 1,385 

Z&rich      1,310 

Orta 1,150 

Geneva     1,230 

Lugano 937 

Bourget 762 

Como        692 

Maggiore 680 
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§  19.-*-^HEiaHt9  OP  MOUNTAIMBy  LAKES,  AND  PASSRS. 


Passes, 


foet* 

AdlerPasf        12,461 

Weiss  Thor      11,851 

Triftjoch 11,601 

Cold'EriQ       11,408 

ColduGtent 11,146 

St.  Th^odnle  Pass    ..     ....  10,899 

ColloD       10,333 

Btrahleck 9,750 

Mora        9,640 

Col  de  Ferret 8,409 

Col  de  la  Sei$;;ne       8,247 

St.  Bernard      8,200 

Col  du  Bonhomme   ..     ..     ..     8,195 

Fnrca       8,150 

Rawyl      7,960 

NUfenen 7,950 

Panixer 7,940 

Beniina 7,695 

Albnla      7,680 

JuUer       7,625 

SuBteii      7,560 


ColdeBalme  •• 
Gemmi  ..  .. 
Grimsel  •  •  . . 
Sanetedi   .  •     .  • 

Joch 

EinzigChilm     .. 
Obcr  Alp  . .     . . 
BerQardin..     •• 
Spliigen    ..     .. 
Cenia        . .     .  • 
St.  Gothard      . . 
Sarenen    . . 
Weneem  Alp    . . 
SimiSon    . .     . . 
Soheideck,  Hasli 
Lnkmamer       • . 
Maloya     . .     • . 
Dent  de  Jaman 
Brfinig     . .     • . 
Unter  Hauenstein 


=-    fcet 

.  7,550 

.  7,640 

.  7,530 

,  7,367 

.  7,340 

.  7,280 

.  7,140 

.  7,010 

.  6,940 

.  6,825 

.  6,808 

.  6,720 

.  6,690 

.  6,636 

.  6,480 

.  6,340 

.  6,060 

.  4,865 

.  3,668 

.  2,260 


I     >«i     ] 


ABBBBVIATIONS,  &c.,  EMPLOYED  IN  THE  HANDBOOK. 


The  pointi  of  the  compass  (trae,  not  magnetic)  are  marked  by  the  letters  N,  S.  £.  W. 

(W.)  r^rht,  (/.)  left,— applied  to  the  banks  of  a  riyep.  The  right  bank  is  that 
vtich  lies  on  the  right  hand  of  a  person  whose  back  is  tamed  towaxdi  the  source,  or 
to  the  quarter  firom  which  the  current  descends. 

Diftaaces  are,  at  fiff  as  possible,  reduced  to  Bnglish  miles ;  when  miles  Are  men* 
tioned,  they  may  be  understood  to  be  English,  and  feet  to  be  English  feet. 

Wliere  there  is  a  railway  the  distances  at  the  head  of  the  chapters  are  measured 
from  the  fint  station  or  terminus.  On  other  roads  the  distances  are  measured  from 
«adh  place  to  the  next  place  mentioned. 

The  names  of  Inns  precede  the  description  of  erexy  place  (often  in  a  parenthesis), 
hecaoM  the  first  information  needed  by  a  traveller  is  where  to  lodge,  and  the  best 
JiiQS  are  placed  first. 

Izms  *  is  a  mark  of  commendation ;  B.  Bed ;  Br.  Break&st ;  D.  Dinnar. 

Instead  of  designating  a  town  by  the  vague  words  **  large  **  or  **  small,*'  the 
amoont  of  the  populatfon,  according  to  the  latest  census,  is  almost  invariably  stated, 
tf  pTMenting  a  more  exact  scale  of  £e  importance  and  size  of  the  place. 

In  Older  to  aroid  repetition,  the  Boutes  are  preceded  by  a  chapter  of  preliminary 
hiformation;  axMl  to  facilitate  reference  to  it,  each  division  or  paragraph  is  separately 
Dmnbered. 

Eadi  Boute  is  numbered  with  Arabic  figures,  corresponding  with  the  figures  at- 
tached to  the  Boute  on  the  Map,  which  thus  serves  as  an  Indu  to  the  Book ;  at  the 
«ame  time  that  it  presents  a  tolerably  exact  view  of  the  great  and  minor  roads  of 
Switserland,  and  of  the  course  of  pubUo  conveyances* 

Eng.  Cb.  S.,  English  Church  Service  on  Sundays. 
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MAPS  AND  PLANS. 

The  Map  of  Switzerland        at  the  end  of  Switzerland. 

Savoy  and  Piedmont at  the  end  of  the  Book. 
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ADDENDA. 


Rte.  7.— Rheinfall,  Schaffhatisen.    The  Schweizer  Hof  (formerly  H.  Weber)  is  a  truir 
comfortable  house.    Pension,  50  fr.  per  week,  180  fr.  per  month. 


SECTION  I. 


SWITZERLAND. 


ROUTE  1. 

DASLB  TO  BBRXE,  BY  THE  VAL  MOUTIEBS 
(MUNSTEB  THAL)  AND  BIEMME.   RAIL. 

Bajblb  or  Bftle.  (Germ.  Basel,  Ital. 
BasUea.) — Truu:  Trois  Rois  (Three 
Kings),  an  immense  building,  well 
situated  on  the  Rhine,  best,  but  dear, 
and  defective  attendance  ;  Tete  d'Or 
and  Conronne,  both  overlooking  the 
BJiine;  Cigo^e  and  Cygne,  both  in 
the  town ;  ^Schweitzer  Hof,  near  the 
Cent.  Rly.  Stat,  well  kept,  civil  people ; 
Sauvage,  commercial,  good  in  its  way ; 
Basler  Hof,  near  the  opposite  stat  of 
Baden  Rly.,  is  also  a  restaurant  There 
is  a  good  cafe  adjoining  the  Trois  Rois. 


Basle  is  divided  by  the  Rhine  into 
Great  Basle  on  the  1.  bank  and  Little 
Basle  on  the  rt  bank,  connected  by  a 
wooden  bridge,  680  ft.  long,  partly  on 
stone  piers.  Great  Basle  is  situated  on 
high,  sloping  banks,  overlooking  the 
Rhine,  whicn  rushes  past  in  a  full 
broad  flood  of  a  clear,  hght  green ;  and 
the  view  from  it  is  bounded  by  the  hills 
of  the  Black  Forest  on  the  one  side, 
of  the  Jura  on  the  other.  Its  ap- 
pearance is  still  that  of  an  old  Ger- 
man town,  with  high  roofs  and  large 
houses.  Great  Basle  and  Little  Basle, 
with  a  few  miles  of  territory,  form  the 
half-canton  called  Basle-town.  The 
town  contains  45,000  Inhab.  (20,000 
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HOITTE  1. — BASLE.      CATHEDRAL 


Sect.  I. 


Roman  Catholics);  a  lar^e  increase, 
for  which  it  is  indebted  to  its  thriving 
trade  and  manufactory  of  ribands 
and  paper;  but  its  chief  sources  of 
prosperity  arise  from  the  residence 
of  many  rich  merchants,  bankers,  and 
families  of  ancient  descent,  and  from 
its  position  in  an  angle  on  the  frontiers 
of  France,  Germany,  and  Switaerland, 
a  few  miles  below  the  spot  where  the 
Rhine  first  becomes  navigable.  The 
chief  transit-trade  of  Switzerland 
passes  through  it. 

A  large  proportion  of  travellers 
entering  Switzerland  pass  through 
Basle,  and  it  is  now  the  town  whence 
most  of  the  Swiss  railways  diverge. 
Though  most  travellers  rusn  hurriedly 
through,  there  are  few  towns  better 
worth  a  day*8  halt. 

Starting  from  the  Trois  Bois,  and 
turning  to  the  L,  we  soon  come  to 
the  bridge ;  continuing  to  the  L,  and 
ascending  a  narrow  lane,  in  which  is 
1.  the  very  unpretending  University, 
and  rt  the  Musee  (see  below),  we 
reach 

The  Cathedral,  or  Miinster  (Sexton 
in  a  house  opposite  the  W.  door),  on 
the  high  bank  on  the  1.  of  the  Rhine, 
above  the  bridge,  distinguished  by 
its  2  spires  (about  220  ft.  high),  and 
by  the  deep-red  colour  of  the  sandstone 
of  which  it  is  built — a  very  pictur* 
esque  and  interesting  edifice,  though 
not  of  beautiful  architecture.  It  was 
begun  by  the  Empr.  Henry  II.  in 
1010,  and  consecrated  1019.  The 
oldest  part  of  the  existing  edifice, 
however,  is  probably  of  the  Tith  cent. 
It  was  mostly  rebuilt  in  the  beginning 
of  the  15th  century  after  an  earth- 
quake. 

The  building  is  a  mixture  of  the 
Romanesque  and  Pointed  styles.  The 
W.  front,  with  its  towers,  its  eques- 
trian statues  of  St.  George  and  St. 
Martin,  and  other  almost  grotesque 
carvings,  is  picturesque  and  striking. 
The  porch  of  St.  Gallus  in  the  N.  tran- 
sept (of  the  13th  centy.)  is  decorated 
with  statues  of  Christ  and  St.  Peter, 
and  of  the  wise  and  foolish  virgins. 
The  interior  was  in  1857  restored^ 
l^parently  with  great  care  and  fidelity. 


and  is  very  well  worth  a  visit.    The 
very  large  organ  at  the  W.  end  was 
built,  1858.    It  is  occasionally  played 
from  6  to  7  p.m.,  adm.  1  fr.  The  pulpit 
(1324-1486)  is  of  one  piece  of  stone, 
and   an   elaborate   pieoe   of    work. 
The  choir,  with   its   four    remark- 
able oolunms,  is  raised  to  make  room 
for  the  crypt.     In  the  ohoir  is  the 
tomb  of  the  Empress  Anne  (1281), 
and  round  the  nave,  on  the  N.  side, 
are   many  other    ancient   tombs    of 
noble  and  royal  persons;  also  one  or 
two  quaint  stone  carvings  let  into  the 
wall,  particularly  one  of  St.  Vincent. 
Against  a  pillar  opposite   the   Font 
(1465)  is  tne  momtment  of   Erasmus, 
In  the  crypt  are  many  other  tombs, 
mostly    of  the    aristocratic   families 
of  Basle,  and  also  the  coffins  of  six 
of  the  family  of  Baden  Durlach.    A 
staircase,  leading  out  of  the  choir, 
conducts    into  a  small  apartment — 
the  Chapter-house,  or  ConciliunCs  Scuil 
— in  wnich    some  of   the    meetings 
of  the  Council  of  Basle,  or  rather 
of   its    committees,    were    held    be- 
tween 1431  and  1449.     It  is  a  low 
room,  with  4  Gothic  windows — dis- 
tinguished not  only  in  an  historical 
point  of  view,  but  also  as  being  quite 
unaltered  since  the  day  of  the  Council, 
except  the  ceiling,  which  has  been 
restored.    It  is  now  a  museum,  and 
contains  a  number  of  plaster  cast«, 
some  pieces  of   old    furniture    said 
to  have  belonged  to    Erasmus,  and 
the    six  remaining  fresco  fra^ients 
of   the    original    Dance    of   I>eath, 
painted  on  the  walls  of  the  Dominican 
Church  in  1409,  in  remembrance  of  the 
plague.    The  Dance  of  Death  has  been 
attributed  without  cause  to  Holbein, 
since  it  existed  at  the  time  of  the  Coun  • 
cil  of  Basle,  at  least  50  years  before 
his  birth.  On  the  S.  side  of  the  Church 
are  very  extensive  and  picturesque 
*  Cloisters — a  succession  of  quadrangles 
and  open  halls — which,  with  the  space 
they  enclose,  served  for  centuries  as  a 
burial-place,  and  are  filled  with   in> 
teresting  tombs ;  among  which  are  the 
monuments  of  the  3  Beformers,  CEk;o- 
lampadius  (Hau8schein),Gryn8BU8,'and 
Meyer.  The  cloisters  were  constructed 
in  the  14th  centy.,  and  extend  to  the 
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verge  of  the  hill  OTerlookitig  the  river. 
They  may  have  been  the  favourite 
resort  of  Erasmus.  Bemouilli,  a  native 
of  Baale,  is  buried  in  St  Peter^s  Church, 
which  contains  manj  monuments  of 
its  wealthy  citizens.  CEcolampadius 
first  preached  the  Reformation  in  St, 
Martin's  Cfatrch. 

Behind  the  Minster  is  a  Terrace, 
called  Die  Ffaiz,  75  ft.  above  the  river, 
planted  witn  chesnut  trees,  and  com- 
manding a  beautiful  view  over  the 
Rhine,  the  town,  and  the  Black  Forest 
hills,  among  them  the  Blauen.  Close 
to  it  is  the  Club  called  Lesegesellschaft 
— induding  a  reading-room,  where  80 
papers  are  taken  in. 

fietuming  towards  the  bridge,  we 
come  to  the  New  Museum  (open  Sun- 
days 10-12,  Wednesdays  '  2-4  ;    at 
other  times  1  fr.  admittance),  a  hand- 
some   building,  the  most  interef^ting 
contents  of  which  are  a  collection  of 
Paintings  and  Drawings  by  the  younger 
Holbein — chiefly  formed  by  his  friend 
Bonifiu^e  Amorbach,  whose  portrait  is 
one  of  Holbein's  masterpieces.     Obs. 
the  Passion  of  Christ,  in  8  compart- 
ments,   full    of    life,     but  harsh  in 
colour  ;  also  8  sepia  drawings  of  the 
same  anbject; — a  dead  Christ,  for- 
merly   in    the    Minster;    Holbein's 
Wife    and    Children,    with    counte- 
nances   fuU     of    grief    and    misery 
(1526);     portraits   of    Erasmus,    of 
Froben  the  printer,  excellent— of  a 
^Dle.  von  OTOuburg,  inscribed  **  Lais 
Corinthiaca,"  very  good  ;   the  same 
lady  as  Venus  with  Cupid ;  two  repre- 
sentations of  a  School,  painted  1517, 
as  a  sign  for  a   schoolmaster's  door 
in  the  town  of  Basle.     Among  the 
Dnucings  are  Holbein's  own  portrait — 
a  work  of  the  very  highest  excellence; 
heads  of  the  family  Meyer,  sketched 
for  the  celebrated  picture  now  in  the 
Dresden    Gallery,    a   beautiful    pen 
and   ink    drawing;    original   sketch 
for  the  picture  of  the  nmily  of  Sir 
Thomas  More — ^the  names  of  the  dif- 
ferent personages  are  written  on  their 
dresses;  5  sketches  for  the  frescoes 
which  formerly  decorated  the  Rath- 
hans  in  Basle,  with  one  or  two  frag- 
ments of  the  frescoes  themselves  ; 
fetches  in  ink  for  glass  windows,  for 


the  sheaths  of  daggers,  for  the  organ 
in  the  Minster ;  the  Costumes  of 
Basle  ;  &c.  &c.  Holbein*  was  bom  at 
Augsburg  in  1494  or  95,  and  removed 
1520  to  Basle :  his  circumstances  were 
by  no  means  prosperous;  he  was 
even  reduced  to  work  as  a  house- 
painter.  Erasmus,  writing  from  Baslo 
a  letter  of  introduction  for  the  painter 
to  one  of  his  friends,  complains  that 
**hic  frigent  artes,"  and  tne  want  of 
encouragement  drove  Holbein  to  seek 
his  fortune  in  England,  1526,  31,  and 
38,  where  he  met  with  high  patronage, 
and  d.  1543.  His  native  city  showed 
its  esteem  for  his  talents  by  granting 
him  a  salary  of  50  gulden  per  annum. 
He  became  a  citizen  and  member  of 
the  Painters'  Guild,  and  resided  off 
and  on  till  1538.  Here  are  also  portraits 
of  Luther  and  his  wife,  by  X.  Cranach  ; 
of  Zwingli;  also  some  good  pictures 
by  old  Dutch  masters  presented  to 
the  Museum. 

Here  also  are  deposited  some  anti- 
quities, bronzes,  fragments  of  pottery, 
coins,  &c.,  from  Augst,  the  site  of  the 
Roman  Augusta  Rauracorum,  7  miles 
from  Basle  (see  Rte.  7).  A  silken 
embroidered  banner,  given  by  Pope 
Julius  IL  (1515)  to  the  Balois; 
some  old  church  plate — part  of  the 
Dom-Schatz — a  silver  cup  of  open 
work  is  the  oldest  piece  (13th  cent.); 
St.  Anne  with  the  Virgin  and  Child; 
and  a  relic-box  with  reuefs,  13th  cen- 
tuiT,  deserve  notice. 

The  same  building  contains  the 
Public  Library  of  80,000  volumes  (4000 
MSS.) — among  them,  the  Acts  of  the 
Council  of  Basle,  3  vols.,  with  chains 
attached  to  the  binding,  many  very 
important  MSS.,  of  which  there  is 
a  good  catalogue,  and  a  few  of  the 
books  of  Erasmus ;  also,  a  copy  of 
his  'Praise  of  Folly,'  with  illustra- 
tions by  Holbein,  There  are  auto- 
graphs of  Luther,  Melanchthon,  Eras- 
mus, and  Zuinglius.  Those  who  wish 
to  see  the  library  should  apply  early, 
as  the  librarian  is  usually  aosent  m 
the  afternoon. 

The   University  of  Basle,  in  a  poor 

*  See   Kngler's  •  Handbook  of  Ptintlng/ 
vol.  11.,  Qerman  School. 
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building',  nearly  opposite  to  the  Musee, 
founded  1460,  was  the  first  great  semi- 
nary for  the  advancement  of  leamine 
established  in  Switzerland :  it  enjoyed 
a  hi^h  reputation  under  Erasmus,  and 
numbered  among  its  professors  in  more 
recent  times  the  names  of  Euler  and 
Bemouilli,  the  mathematicians,  who 
were  natives  of  Basle.  Schonbein,  the 
discoverer  of  gun-cotton  and  of  ozone, 
is  a  professor. 

Returning  to  the  bridge,  and  then 
keeping  along  a  new  street  to  the  1., 
we  come  to  the  Fischmarkt,  a  small 
square  with  a  Gothic  fountain.  Tak- 
ing another  street  from  the  opposite 
corner,  we  come  to 

f '  The  Raihhaus^  in  the  Market-place,  of 
late  Gothic  architecture,  founded  1508. 
The  exterior  is  painted.  The  frieze 
displays  the  emblazoned  shields  of  the 
original  cantons.  The  armorial  bear- 
ing of  canton  Basle  is  said  to  be  meant 
to  represent  the  case  of  a  cross-bow. 
Ascending  the  old  staircase  rt  are 
some  ancient  and  almost  unaltered 
rooms  now  employed  as  offices,  and  1. 
is  the  Great  Council-Room  (Stadt- 
Bath'Saal)  ornamented  on  the  walls 
and  roof  with  humorous  reliefs  carved 
in  wood  by  Mat  Giger  (1609).  The 
painted  glass  of  the  windows — coats  of 
arms  of  12  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  with 
supporters.  At  the  foot  of  the  stairs 
is  placed  a  statue  of  Munatius  Flancus, 
the  founder,  according  to  tradition,  of 
Basle  and  of  the  Roman  colony  of 
Augst. 

Continuing  along  the  same  street 
(Freie  Strasse)  rt,  is  the  Post  Office, 
a  very  ancient  building,  formerly  the 
custom-house,  with  a  new  front. 
Passing  through  it,  and  observing  the 
back,  we  see  opposite,  up  a  court- 
yard, a  picturesque  old  building,  the 
Schmiede  Zimft,  or  Smith's  Hall;  and 
in  the  same  street  is  another  old  hall, 
the  Oartneren  Zunft ;  and  in  the  town 
are  many  other  old  halls  of  the  guilds 
or  Zunrts,  dating  usually  from  the 
16th  cent,  and  almost  unaltered.  The 
interiors  are  well  worth  a  visit  from 
an  antiquarian,  and  the  attendants  are 
glad  to  show  them  for  a  few  sous. 
Not  very  far  off  towards  the  W. 


part  of  the  town  is  the  AraenaU 
which  contains  a  limited  collec- 
tion of  ancient  armour,  of  which  the 
onl^  curiosities  are  a  suit  of  chain 
mail,  once  gilt,  with  plate  mail  be- 
neath it,  worn  by  Charles  the  Bold  at 
the  battle  of  Nancy ;  two  Burgundian 
cannon,  of  iron  bars  bound  round  with 
hoopj  and  several  suits  of  Burgundian 
and  Armagnac  armour. 

A  little  way  from  the  Arsenal  are 
some  very  ancient  com  stores,  and 
beyond  them  the  fountain  called  Spah- 
lenbnmnen,  the  fig^ure  of  a  bagpiper, 
copied  from  a  design  of  Holbein 
or  Albert  Diirer,  and  of  elegant 
workmanship.  Beyond  this  is  the 
*Spalmthor,  i.  e.  St.  Paulusthor  (1400), 
which  retains  its  advanced  work  or 
Barbican,  similar  to  those  which  for- 
merly eicisted  at  York,  and,  with  its 
double  i^rtcullis  and  two  flanking 
towers,  is  particularly  picturesque. 
The  other  gates  and  the  ramparts 
have  been  levelled.  St,  Elizabeth  is  a 
modem  Gothic  church  (1863). 

Englisli  Church  service  in  St.  MarUn^s 
church  twice  on  Sundays — it  is  given 
up  in  winter. 
Physician,  Dr.  June;. 
Erasmus  resided  in  the  house  Zwn 
Luftf  and  Frobenius  printed  in  it  one 
of  the  first  Bibles.  The  building 
called  Kirschgarten  was  erected  by  the 
father  of  the  £stinguished  African  tra- 
veller, Burckhardt,  who  was  bom 
here. 

A  handsome  hospital  has  been  built 
on  the  site  of  the  palace  of  the  Mark- 
graves  of  Baden. 

Down  to  1798  the  clocks  of  Basle 
went  an  hour  in  advance  of  those  in 
other  places  of  Europe.  This  sin- 
gular custom,  according  to  tradition, 
arose  from  a  conspiracy  to  deliver  the 
town  to  an  enemy  at  midnight  having 
been  defeated  by  the  clock  striking  1 
instead  of  1 2. 

Since  the  Reformation,  Basle  has 
been  re^rdcd  as  the  stronghold  of 
Methodism  in  Switzerland.  It  pos- 
sesses many  well-endowed  religious 
benevolent  societies  and  institutions. 
The  Protestant  Missionary  and  Bible 
Society  has  its  head> quarters  here. 
I  Attacned   to   it  is    the  School    fur 


SwUzerkmd. 
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Missionaries  at  Crischona,  about  4  m. 
from  Basle. 

The  spirit  of  trade  has  always  gone, 
howerer,  hand  in  hand  with  that  of 
religion — and  Basle  has  been  called  a 
citjr  of  usurers  ;  5  per  cent,  was  styled 
a  **  Christian  usance  "  (einen  Christ- 
lichen  ZinsX  and  a  proclamation  of 
the  magistrates  (1682-84)  denounced 
those  who  lent  money  at  a  discount  of 
4  or  3^  per  cent.,  as  '*  selfish,  avari- 
ciona,  and  dangerous  persons." 

Like  many  other  Swiss  towns,  Basle 
is  much  indebted  to  the  liberality  of 
its  citizens,  who  continually  bestow 
magnificent  gif^  and  legacies  for  the 
public  benefit.  The  Cathedral  has 
been  restored,  and  the  Museum  built 
and  endowed  by  private  means  alone. 

Basle  was  for  many  centuries  an 
Imperial  German  town,  governed  by 
its  Mshops,  under  whom  it  appears  to 
have  flourished.  It  joined  the  Swiss 
confederation  in  1501 ;  and  after  severe 
struggles  its  bishops  were  expelled. 
The  government  tnen  fell  into  the 
hands  of  the  aristocratic  burghers, 
whose  authority  was  destroyed  in 
1798,  partially  restored  in  1814,  and 
again  destroyed  in  1848. 

The  dissensions  which  broke  out 
soon  after  the  Revolution  of  1830  be- 
tween the  inhabitants  of  the  town  of 
Basle  and  those  of  the  country,  led  to 
a  dril  war  between  the  parties,  and  a 
bloody  contest  near  liiestal  occa- 
sioned the  Swiss  Diet,  in  1832,  to  pass 
an  act  for  the  formal  separation  ot  the 
canton  into  two  parts,  called  Basle 
Ville  and  Basle  Campagne.  Basle 
TiUe,  however,  refused  to  submit,  and 
attacised  the  Campagne  with  1600 
men,  of  whom  400  were  left  on  the 
field  of  battle,  Aug.  1833.  The  diet 
then  occupied  the  whole  canton,  and 
a  final  separation  was  made.  Basle 
Campagne  consists  of  two-thirds  of  the 
territory  of  the  whole  canton,  and  has 
for  its  capital  Liestal. 

There  is  very  good  trout  and  gray- 
ling jSaAin^r  in  the  Birs,  and  also  in  the 
Wiese,  about  3  m.  from  Basle,  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Rhine. 

RaUvoays, — Central  Station  A. 
— ^Direct  line  to  Paris  by  Mulhause 
and  Troyes.     Express  m    13    hrs. 


40  min.  (Paris  time  is  22  min.  be- 
hind Basle  time.  Swiss  money  is 
not  taken.)  To  Strasburg  and  Paris; 
to  01ten»  Zurich,  Lucerne,  and  Berne. 
B. — ^Baden  terminus  in  Klein  Basel, 
N.  of  the  Bridge;  to  Freiburg,  Baden, 
Heidelberg,  Frankfurt;  to  SchafT- 
hausen,  the  Rhine  Fall,  and  Constance. 
From  Basle  to  Lyons,  in  1  day,  by 
Belfort,  Besancon,  and  Dijon. 

Environs. — About  3  m.  out  of  the 
town,  just  within  the  French  frontier, 
IS  BUningenj  the  great  establishment 
for  pisciculture.  21,600,000  impreji^- 
nated  eges  were  distributed  by  its 
agencies  durins;  1860-2.  It  is  dose  to 
the  Stat  of  St.  Louis.  At  St,  Crischona, 
conspicuously  placed  on  a  hill  about 
4  m.  from  Basle,  is  an  interesting 
missionary  establishment. 

The  salt-works  of  Schweitzerhall 
are  3  m.  £.  of  the  town.  They  were 
established  by  the  Baron  von  Glenck 
of  Gotha,  who  began  a  series  of  borings 
in  1821  to  reach  the  bed  which  extends 
below  the  cantons  of  Argovia,  Schaif- 
hausen,  Berne,  and  even  Yallais.  He 
was  successful  in  1 835,  and  has  a  con- 
cession of  the  beds  for  70  years  on 
paying  a  tax  of  one-tenth  of  the  raw 
produce,  and  supplying  the  canton  at 
the  rate  of  2fr.  70  c.  the  cwt  The 
total  produce  is  207,000  cwt. 
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J5asle  to  Berne  by  t1^  Milnster  ThuL 
Post-road,  9j  posts,  =  81^  Eng.  m. 


Posts.    Kng.  m 

Ruile. 

Lauffen  .     .     , 

..11    =    1C» 

Delcxnout    . 

.     .     li    =    11* 

MUnster      .     , 

.     .      i    =      U 

Malleray     , 

:  .    »  -    6i 

Sonceboz     , 

.     .       *    =      6t 

Bienne   .     . 

.    .    H   =    10 

Berne,  Bail, 

.      .                      20 

This  road  -will  still  be  taken,  at 
least  as  far  as  Bienne,  by  those  who 
wish  to  see  the  beautiful  Val  de  Mou- 
tiers.  "With  a  voiturier  the  journey 
to  Bienne  occupies  2  days,  stopping  the 
first  night  at  one  of  the  good  inns  of 
Malleray  or  Tayannes. 

DUigeiice  daily  to  Bienne. 

The  vallet/  of  the  Birsy  commonly 
called  the  Val  Moutiers  (^Miinster  Thai, 
in  Germ.),  through  which  this  excel- 
lent road  passes,  is  one  of  the  most 
romantic  in  the  Jura.  It  consists  of 
a  series  of  narrow  and  rocky  defiles, 
alternating  with  open  basins,  covered 
with  black  forests  above,  and  verdant 
meadows  below,  enlivened  by  villages, 
mills,  and  forges.  A  road  was  origin- 
ally carried  through  the  Val  Moutiers 
by  the  Romans,  to  keep  up  the  com- 
munication between  Aventicum  (lite. 
45),  the  Helvetian  capital,  and  Augst 
(Etc.  7),  their  great  fortified  outpost 
on  the  Hhine.  As  long  as  it  runs 
through  Basle  Campa?ne,  t.  e,  for  4  or 
5  m..  It  passes  dirty  viflages  and  mean 
houses. 

At  St,  Jacob,  J  m.  from  Basle,  in 
the  angle  between  two  roads,  a  small 
Gothic  cross  has  been  erected,  to  com- 
memorate the  battle  of  St,  Jacob  (1444). 

4  m.  farther,  near  Heinach,  on 
the  opposite  bank  of  the  Birs,  is 
another  battle-field — that  of  Domach 
— ^where  the  Swiss  gained  a  victory 
over  a  much  larger  Austrian  force  in 
1499,  during  the  Suabian  war.    The 


bone-house,  near  the  Capuchin!  con- 
vent, is  filled  with  skulls  gathered  from 
the  field.  In  the  church  of  the  village 
Maupertuis  the  mathematician  (d. 
1759)  is  buried.  A  monument,  set  up 
to  his  memory  by  his  friend  BemouiUl, 
was  destroyed  by  the  cure  of  the  vil- 
lage, who  was  in  the  habit  of  repair- 
ing his  hearthstone  when  broken,  with 
slabs  from  the  churchyard.  It  has 
been  replaced  by  a  fresh  monument  at 
the  expense  of  canton  Soleure. 

Beyond  Aesch  the  road  enters 
VEveche,  that  part  of  the  canton  Berne 
which  anciently  belonged  to  thePkince 
Bishop  of  Basle;  the  valley  contracts, 
increasing  in  picturesque  beauty  as  you 
advance.  To  1.  a  road  by  Passwang 
to  Ballsthal  (Rte.  2).  The  castles  of 
Ajujenstein  and  Zwmgen  are  passed  be- 
fore reaching 

fjauffen, — a  curious,  old,  and  dirty 
wallea  village,    /nn,  Sonne. 

Sotjhierc  (Germ.  Saugem) — a  village 
prettily  situated,  with  a  small  country 
Inn  (Croix  Blanche),  tolerably  good. 
Here  is  -the  division  of  languages: 
part  of  the  inhabitants  speak  German, 
part  French. 

Bellerive  no  longer  an  Hotel. 

A  contracted  pass,  the  rocks  of 
which  on  the  rt  are  surmounted  by  a 
convent,  leads  into  the  open  basin  of 

D€lemont  TDelsberg)  {Inn:  Bear). 
[Diligence  daily  to  Porrentruy  (Prun- 
trut — InUy  Ours),  passing  round  the 
base  of  Mount  Terrible.]  Fine  view^ 
of  the  Jura  and  gorges  of  Moutiers. 
The  bishop-princes  of  Basle  had  a 
palace  here.  It  is  unnecessary  to  pass 
through  D^l^mont,  as  our  road  turns 
to  the  1.,  and,  continuing  b^  the 
side  of  the  Birs,  enters  a  defile  higher, 

frander,  and  more  wild  than  any  that 
ave  preceded  it.  This  is,  properly 
speaking,  the  commencement  of  the 
Val  Moutiers.  Rocky  precipices  over- 
hang the  road,  and  bisi^k  forests  of  fir 
cover  the  mountains  above.  In  the 
midst  of  it  are  the  iron  furnaces  and 
forges  of  les  Rondes,  and,  farther  on,  of 

Courrendelin    (Germ.    Rennendorf. 
Inn :  Hirsch),  supplied  with  ore  in  the 


Switzerland.        route  1. — moutiers  grandval.    sonceboz. 


shape  of  small  granulated  red  masses, 
Tanring  from  the  sixe  of  a  pea  to  that  of 
a  cherry.from  theneighbourmg  mines. 
The  rent  by  which  the  Jura  has  been 
clefi  from  top  to  bottom,  so  as  to  allow 
a  passage  for  the  Birs,  exhibits  marks 
01  some  great  convulsion,  by' which 
the  strata  of  limestone  (Jura-kalk) 
hare  been  thrown  into  a  nearly  verti- 
cal position,  and  appear  like  gigantic 
walls  on  each  side  of  the  road.  The 
gorge  terminates  in  another  open  basin, 
in  the  midst  of  which  lies  Moutiers. 
[Direct  road  to  the  Weissenstein  and 
Soleure  branches  off  beyond  the  gorge, 
about  1  m.  before  reaching] 

Mwitiers  Orandvalf  or  MUnsier  — 
(/<»!.•  Krone)  —  a  village  of  1250 
Inhab^  named  from  a  very  ancient 
Muvster  of  St.  Germanus  on  tne  height, 
founded  in  the  7th  century,  and  now 
fast  falling  to  ruin.  [There  is  a  good 
car-road  ^om  Moutiers  to  the  sutnmii 
of  the  Weissenstein  (Rte.  3),  a  distanoe 
of  10  m.  (2  hrs.),  up-hill  nearly  the 
whole  way,  but  fit  for  the  cars  of  the 
country,  one  of  which,  drawn  by  2 
horses,  may  be  hired  to  go  and  return 
for  20  fr.  It  passes  Grandval  (Grossau) 
and  Gansbrunnen.  Diligence  daily  to 
Olten  in  6^  hrs.,  passing  Gansbrun- 
nen.] 

At  the  upper  end  of  the  basin  of 
Mou  tiers  the  road  is  conducted  through 
another  defile,  equally  grand,  at  the 
bottom  of  which  the  "birs  foams  and 
rushes,  overhung  by  perpendicular 
cliffs  and  funereal  firs.  To  this  suc- 
ceeds the  little  olain  of  Tavannes. 

ifulleray  (Lion  d'Or,  a  good  Itm; 
capital  trout).  Convenient  sleeping- 
places  on  this  journey  either  here  or 
^  m.  further,  at 

Tiwatuies  (or  Dachsfelden  =  badger's 
field)  2523  fk.  {Inns:  Couronne;  Croix). 
The  valley  to  the  E.  of  Court,  called 
Chaluat  (Tschaywo),  is  inhabited  by 
the  descendants  of  the  Anabaptists, 
expelled  from  Berne  in  1708-1 1.  They 
are  distinguished  by  their  industry  and 
simple  manners :  tne  young  men  wear 


beards — they  speak  French.  J  m. 
above  Tavannes  is  the  source  of  the 
Birs;  before  reaching  it  our  road  quits 
the  valley,  mounting  up  a  steep  ascent, 
in  the  middle  of  which  it  passes  under 
the  singular  archway  in  the  solid  rock, 
called 

Pierre  Pertuis  (Pertusa  =  bored 
through).  Probably  a  natural  opening, 
enlarged  by  M.  Durmius  Patemus, 
Prefect  of  the  Roman  colony  of  Aven- 
ticum,  as  is  stated  by  an  inscription  on 
the  N.  side : 

NUMINI  AU0U8 

tor  VM 

VIA  fa  CTA        PKR.H  — 

DV  rmi  VM  pater  num 

IL  VIR  Um.  COL  IIELVET  — 

It  stood  on  the  boundary  line  separat- 
ing the  people  of  the  Rauraci,  who 
extended  to  BAle,  from  the  Sequani. 
The  archway  is  about  40  ft  high  and 
10  or  12  thick.  The  pass  was  fortified 
by  the  Austrians  in  1813.  Here  is 
the  watershed,  2834  ft,  dividing  the 
streams  of  the  Birs  from  those  of  the 
Suae. 

Sonceboz — (/n» ;  Couronne,  good) — 
a  village  in  the  Val  St  Imier  (Germ. 
Erguel),  up  which  runs  a  good  road 
to  Chaux  de  Ponds  (Rte.  50),  and  out 
of  which  another  branches  S.  to  Neu- 
ch4tel  from  ViUaret  The  old  road  to 
Bienne  passes  the  forces  of  Jieuche- 
nette,  1942  ft.,  in  tlie  vidley  below,  and 
descends  the  valley  along  the  1.  bank 
of  the  Suge,  which  forms  several 
small  cascades.  The  projecting  rock 
of  Rond  Ch&tel  was  occupied  in  feu- 
dal times  by  a  fort,  and  neld  by  the 
powerful  Bishops  of  Basle,  to  whom  it 
gave  the  command  of  this  pass.  The 
View  from  the  old  road  on  the  last 
slope  of  the  Jura,  over  Bienne  and  its 
lake,  with  St  Peter's  Isle,  and  the 
district  watered  by  the  Aar,  Emme, 
and  Zihl,  backed  in  clear  weather  by 
the  snowy  range  of  the  Alps,  from 
Mont  Blanc  to  the  Jungfrau,  is  ex- 
ceedingly beautiful.  On  the  bare 
limestone  slope  of  the  Jura,  close  to 
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the  road,  are  lying  numbers  of  granite 
boulders.    (See  §  16.) 

Bienne  (German  Biet)  —  Lins  : 
*Couronne  ;  H.  du  Jura ;  Croix 
Blanche.  Bienne,  an  industrious 
town.  Pop.  6053,  660  Protestants,  is 
prettily  situated  at  the  mouth  of  the 
valley  of  the  Suze,  at  the  foot  of 
the  Jura,  here  mantled  with  vines, 
and  about  a  mile  from  the  head  of  the 
lake  of  Bienne  (Rte.  49).  It  is  still 
surrounded  by  its  ancient  walls  and 
watch-towers,  and  is  approached  by 
several  shady  avenues..  The  town 
anciently  belonged  to  the  Bishop  of 
Basle,  but  the  citizens,  early  imbued 
with  the  spirit  of  freedom,  formed  a 
perpetual  alliance  with  Berne  in  1352, 
for  the  defence  of  their  liberties,  in 
revenge  for  which  the  town  was  burnt 
by  their  liese  lord.  The  Reformation 
further  weakened  the  connection  be- 
tween th^  town  and  its  ecclesiastical 
ruler,  and  at  the  beginning  of  the  17th 
century  his  authority  became  nominaL 

[Those  who  have  a  taste  for  climb- 
ing may  gratify  it  by  ascending  from 
hence  the  Chaaseral  (Gestler),  one  of 
the  highest  mountains  of  the  Jura, 
3616  ft  above  the  lake,  and  4936  ft 
above  the  sea,  with  the  certainty  of 
being  rewarded  with  a  magnificent 
view  (Bernese  Alps,  rt.  Mont  Blanc, 
].  Pilatus  and  Rigi)  if  the  weather  be 
clear.  There  is  a  carriage-road  as 
far  as  the  villaj?e  of  Nodz,  about  3 
hrs.;  thence  a  footpath,  about  1  hr., 
to  the  top.  You  may  descend  to 
Neuville  vi&  Nodz.] 

Prom  Bienne,  railway  to  Neu' 
cfidtet  and  Yverdun  (Rte.  49),  thence  to 
Lauscame  and  to  Geheva. 

Satlways  to  Basle,  by  Soleure  and 
Olten. 

The  db^ct  Bhj,  from  Bienne  io  Bemc 
(4  trains  daily,  1)  to  2  hrs.)  crosses 
at  Briigg  Stat,  the  Zihl,  which  flows 
out  of  the  Lake  of  B.,  at  (rt.)  Nydau; 
InHj  Biir.     It  next  crosses  the  Aar 


by  a  lattice-bridge  800  ft.  long,  near 
Busswyl,  and  ascends  its  rt.  bank  to 

Lyss  Stat  [4  m.  S.  of  this  is 
Aarberg  (^Inn:  Krone),  a  town  of 
864  Inhab.  on  a  rocky  promontory, 
nearly  surrounded  by  the  Aar,  which, 
indeed,  at  high  water,  actually  con- 
verts it  into  an  island.  The  road  en- 
ters and  quits  the  town  by  2  covered 
bridges.     View  from  the  cemetery.] 

Schiipfen  Stat. 
Mtinchenbuchsee  Stat 

ZollikofenJunct.  Stat.  Here  the  rly. 
from  Bienne  (Rte.  1)  falls  in.  A  little 
N.  of  this  lies 

Hofwyl^  long  well  known  as  the  agri- 
cultural and  educational  institution  of 
the  late  M.  Pellenberg. 

The  surrounding  district  was  little 
better  than  a  bog  when  M.  Pellenberg 
settled  here  in  1799;  but  he  gradually 
brought  it  into  cultivation ;  and  an 
English  agriculturist  >^'ho  had  been 
sent  abroad  to  investigate  the  state  of 
agriculture  on  the  continent  reported 
that  here  alone  he  had  seen  really 
good  ploughing. 

The  rly.  leaves  on  rt  the  pic- 
turesque peninsula  of  Enge,  nearly 
surrounded  by  the  Aar.  At  Tie- 
fenau  a  lofty  Road-bridge  of  3  arches* 
a  noble  structure,  has  been  thrown 
over  the  river.  Nearly  opposite  the 
N.  extremity  of  the  lofty  and  pic- 
turesque promontory  called  Enge,  lies 
Beichenbachy  which  belonged  to  Rudolph 
of  Erlach,  the  hero  of  the  battle  of  Lru- 
pen,  murdered  here,  in  his  old  age,  bv 
nis  son-in-law,  Jost  von  Rudenz,  witk 
the  very  sword  which  he  had  wielded  at 
that  glorious  victory.  The  assassin  was 

Eursued,  as  he  fled  from  the  scene  of 
is  crime,  by  the  two  bloodhounds  of 
the  Rged  warrior,  who  broke  loose  at 
their  master's  cries.  They  tracked 
the  murderer's  footsteps  of  their  own 
accord,  and  after  some  nours  returned 
with  gore-stained  lips,  and  nothing 
more  was  heard  or  known  of  Jost  von 


Switzerland, 


BOITTE  3. — BASLE  TO  SOLETTRI!  AND  BIEKNE. 


Rudenx.  Radolph  was  buried  at  the 
neighboarmg  charch  of  Bremgarten, 
where  a  stone  in  the  N.  wall  of  the 
chancel  marks  the  spot. 

[From^  Delemont  to  Tavannas,  a 
more  cireuitoos,  but  not  less  fine  route, 
may  be  taken,  along  the  valley  of  the 
Sorne,  through  Bassecourt.  It  passes 
the  ironworks  of  Undervelier  (2  hrs. 
40  m.),  built  in  a  narrow  gorge;  then 
ascends  through  the  gorges  of  Fi- 
choux,  in  2  hrs.  to  BeUelay,  This  was 
formerly  a  convent  of  Premonstrate 
monks,  Duilt  in  1136,  on  a  bleak  table- 
land (3500  ft.) ;  now  converted  into 
an  exoellent  brewery  and  a  glass  ma- 
nafactory.  Cheese,  called  Utea  de 
moinoy  are  exported.  Hence  1  hr. 
down  to  Tavannes.] 

A  bridge  of  ingenious  construction 
over  the  Aar  carries  the  rly.  on  the 
top,  and  the  carriage-road  on  a  second 
story,  into 

Bebke  Terminus.    (Bte.  24.) 


ROUTE  3. 

BA5LB  TO  SOLEURC  AND  BIENNE,  DT 
RAILWAY. — ASCENT  OF  THE  WE18- 
SE2V8TEIN. 

Eng.m. 
Basle. 

LiestalCBall) 8 

Laufelflngen is 

Olten 23 

HcTTogenbuchsee  ....  40 

Solenre 49 

Bienna S3 

Als  far  as  Aarburg  the  road  is  the 
same  as  in  Rte.  4.  Near  Aarburg, 
which  is  a  little  beyond  Olten,  the 
road  diverges  and  follows  for  some 
distance  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Aar:  it 
then  i^s  through  a  fertile  but  unin- 
terestmg  country  to 

Herxogenbuchsee^  Junct,  Stat,  (Rail- 
way Restaurant),  a  town  of  4500 
Inhab.  Here  our  line  leaves  the 
Berne  line  (Rt«.  5),  and  turns  W.; 
crossing  the  Qrosse  £mme.  5  m.  to 
the  rt.,  and  in  front,  is  seen  the  hotel 
on  the  Weissenstein.  The  Aar  is 
crossed  shortly  before  reaching 

SoLEiTRE  Stat.  (Germ.  Solothurn) — 
(Tnns:  Couronne,  good  and  moderate; 
Cerf ;  La  Tour),  1407  ft.  -the  capital 
of  the  canton,  is  prettily  situated  on 
the  Aar,  at  the  foot  of  the  Jura  range, 
and  has  5916  Inhab.  (800  Protestants). 
In  the  middle  of  the  17th  centy.  it  was 
surrounded  by  fortifications  of  great 
extent,  which  took  60  years  to  com- 
plete, and  consumed  vast  sums  of 
money.  In  1835  the  removal  of  these 
costly  and  useless  works  was  decreed 
by  the  Great  Council  of  the  canton. 
It  is  on  the  whole  a  dull  town  with 
little  trade  and    few   manufactures, 

B  3 
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except  lenses  and  mathematical  in- 
struments. 

At  the  end  of  the  principal  street, 
approached  by  a  flight  of  steps,  flanked 
by  fountains  representing  Moses 
striking  the  rock,  and  Gideon  wring- 
ing the  dew  from  the  fleece,  stands 
the  Cathedral  of  St.  Ursus  (a  soldier 
of  the  Theban  legion),  a  modem 
building,  finished  1773,  by  an  Italian, 
Pesoni,  of  Ancona;  it  is  (distinguished 
by  its  size,  and  on  the  whole  hand- 
some. 

The  Clock  Tower  (Zeitglockent^urm), 
in  the  market-place  (a  continuation 
of  the  same  street),  is  stated  by  the 
guide-books  to  be  a  Boman  work, 
while  a  German  inscription  upon  it 
attributes  its  foundation  to  a  period 
500  years  earlier  than  the  \>irth  of 
Christ;  it  may  owe  its  origin  to  the 
Burgundian  kings.  It  is  square  in 
form,  and  constructed  of  the  most 
solid  masonry,  rough  outside,  origi- 
nally without  window  or  other  open- 
ing, for  80  feet.  If  we  are  to  believe 
the  two  Latin  verses  on  the  front  of 
this  building,  Soleure  is  the  most 
ancient  city  in  N.W.  Europe  except 
Treves : 

In  Celtis  nihil  est  Solodoro  antiquius,  nnis 
Exceptis  Tteviris,  quorum  ego  dicta  toror. 

The  Arsenal  (Zeughaus),  a  gable- 
fronted  house  (d.  1580),  not  far  from 
the  Cathedral,  contains  the  most  ex- 
tensive and  curious  collection  of 
ancient  armour  in  Switzerland.  Here 
are  shown  numerous  standards,  taken 
by  the  Swiss  in  their  victories  over 
the  Burgundians  and  Austrians,  at 
Sempach,  Morat,  Nancy  Tbearing  the 
portrait  of  Charles  the  ^id — witn  St. 
Creorge  and  the  Dragon),  and  Grand- 
son. Some  of  these,  in  order  to  pre- 
serve them,  have  been  fastened  to 
pieces  of  coarse  canvas;  the  yellow 
flag  with  the  Austrian  eagle  was 
brought  from  Domach.  Among  800 
suits  of  armour  are  many  French  and 
Burgundian.  There  are  a  few  suits 
of  chain  mail,  and  a  great  many  of 
commoner  sort  worn  by  Lansknechts. 
More  than  100  heads  are  said  to  have 


fallen  under  an  executioner^ssvoord  here 
presen'ed.  Several  specimens  of  wall 
pieces,  or  long  swivels,  for  the  de- 
fence of  a  fortress,  are  curious.  Some 
of  the  armour  is  for  sale. 

The  Museum,  in  the  Waisenhans, 
close  to  the  bridge  over  the  Aar,  con- 
tains the  finest  collection  of  Jura 
fossils  in  existence — 15,000  specimens, 
chiefly  from  quarries  near  Soleure, 
which  will  be  viewed  with  great  inte- 
rest by  the  geologist.  There  are 
nearly  thirty  specimens  of  fossil  turtle, 
rarely  found  elsewhere,  together  with 
teeth  and  palates  of  fish,  and  nume- 
rous fragments  of  saurians,  derived 
from  a  formation  which  is  believed  to 
correspond  with  the  Portland  stone  of 
England.  The  jaws  of  mammalia  are 
said  to  come  from  the  same  locality  (?). 
A  suite  of  specimens  of  the  rocks  of 
the  Alps  were  collected  in  numerous 
journeys  by  Professor  Hugi,  to  whom 
belongs  the  merit  of  forming  and 
arranging  this  cabinet. 

The  Roman  Catholic  Bishop  of  Basle 
lives  here.  The  clergy  are  numerous 
and  powerful,  both  in  the  town  and 
canton.  There  are  several  convents 
at  Soleure.  The  sisters  of  St,  JosepfCs 
Nunnery,  outside  the  Berne  gate, 
make  artificial  flowers,  sweetmeats, 
and  other  articles,  which  they  sell  at 
the  gating.  Their  pincushions  are 
clumsy,  and  themselves  not  very  in- 
terestmg. 

Soleure  was  long  the  head-quarters 
for  enlisting  Swiss  recruits  in  the 
foreign  service  of  France,  Spain, 
the  Pope,  and  Naples,  in  which 
countries  a  body-guam  of  Swiss  was 
always  maintained.  The  town  of  So*  ; 
leure  was  an  ancient  Imperial  city,  but- 
had  been  long  allied  to  Berne,  and  in 
1481  became,  with  its  surronnding 
country,  a  Swiss  canton.  Until  179 1 
the  government  of  Soleure  was  th« 
closest  and  the  worst  of  the  SvHss 
governments.  The  old  govemmenl 
was  partially  restored  in  1814,  but 
completely  altered  and  rendered  de« 
mocratic  m  1831.  ■ 


Tkaddeua  Jioscmh,  the  Pole,  spen 


SuBitzmiand. 
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the  lut  years  of  his  life  here  ;  his 
house,  where  he  died,  is  near  the 
Post-office,  No.  10,  Bieler-str.  His 
entrails  are  interred  in  the  church- 
yard of  Zuchwyl,  1  m.  £.  of  Soleure, 
under  a  monument  inscribed  "Vis- 
cei-a  Thaddei  Kosciusko." 

About  2  miles  N.E.  of  Soleure,  be- 
yond the  Tillage  of  St.  Nicholas,  lies 
the  Hermitag€  of  St.  Verena,  at  the 
end  of  a  pretty  yalley,  hemmed  in 
by  rocks  of  gneiss  embowered  in  trees, 
and  traversed  by  a  sparkling  rivulet. 
It  is  reached  oy  paths,  originally 
formed  by  the  French  emigres,  who, 
at  the  outbreak  of  the  French  Revo- 
lution, sought  an  asylum  here.  The 
valley  abounds  in  caves  and  grottoes, 
partly  natural,  partly  artificial,  and  at 
Its  farther  extremity,  within  a  natural 
shelf  of  over-arching  cliff,  stands  the 
little  Chapel  of  St,  Verena  ;  behind  the 
altar  a  small  cave  has  been  cut  in  the 
rock,  and  now  contains  a  representa- 
tion of  the  holy  sepulchre.  This  saint, 
apious  nmiden  wno  accompanied  the 
Theban  legion,  suffered  severe  tempta- 
tion in  this  solitude,  according  to  the 
legend,  firom  the  devil,  who,  on  one 
occasion,  was  on  the  point  of  carrying 
her  off,  when  she  saved  herself  by 
clinging  fast  to  the  rock,  where  the 
hole  made  by  her  fineer-naijs  stiU 
remains.  On  tne  way  to  the  hermitage, 
near  St.  Nicholas,  is  the  Chdteau  of 
Waldegy;  its  old-fashioned  jgardens, 
laid  out  in  terraces,  are  worth  notice. 

[7^  Weissenstein. — ^The  most  inte- 
resting excursion  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Soleure  is  that  to  the  summit 
of  the  Weissenstein  (3  hrs.,  8  m.) 
(Whiterock,  so  named  from  its  white 
cliffi)  of  limestone),  the  mountain  im- 
mediately behind  the  towii.  It  is 
accessible  to  chars-a-banc,  by  a  road 
somewhat  steep,  passing  through  the 
villages  Langendoif  and  Oberdorf, 
behind  which  it  is  carried  up  the  face 
of  the  mountains  in  a  series  of  zig- 
zags. Pedestrians  may  find  a  short 
cut,  and  reach  tbe  top  easily  in  2| 
hrs.  fguide  or  porter  5  fr. ;  3  more 
If  he  IS  detainea  for  the  night)  j  they 


may  visit  the  Hermitagd  of  St  Verena 
in  their  way  to  or  firo. 

An  ffotel  cmd  Bath-house  has  been 
built  at  the  expense  of  the  town  on 
the  brow  of  the  mountain,  3950  ft., 
and  2640  above  the  Aar  at  So- 
leure; about  30  beds;  accommo- 
dation, homely,  is  good.  Pension 
6  fr.  It  is  rented  by  the  landlord  of 
the  Coufonne  at  Soleure. 

The  dairy  of  the  establishment  is 
supplied  by  60  cows,  fed  on  the  pas- 
ture on  the  sunmiit  of  the  mountains, 
so  that  milk  and  cream  may  be  had 
here  in  perfection. 

Many  invalids  take  up  their  resi* 
dence  here  during  the  summer  months, 
on  account  of  the  fresh  air,  or  for  the 
"cure  de  pjetit  lait"  (goats*  whey), 
&C.,  which  is  recommended  in  certain 
complaints. 

The  greater  portion  of  visitors^ 
however,  resort  hither  merely  on  ac- 
count of  the  view,  remaining  on  the 
summit  one  night  to  enjoy  the  sunset 
and  sunrise. 

The  Inn  of  the  Weissenstein,  and 
the  StiU  more  elevated  summit  of  the 
mountain,  called  Hasematte,  Ih  hour's 
walk  from  the  Inn,  to  the  W.  of  it, 
conmiand  one  of  the  finest  distant 
prospects  of  the  Alps  which  can  be 
named.  The  great  chain  of  snowy 
peaks,  &c.,  here  seen,  spread  out 
along  the  horizon,  extends  for  a  dis- 
tance of  200  miles,  from  the  Sentis 
on  the  £.,  to  Mont  Blanc  in  the  S.W. 
Immediately  in  front  rise  the  Jung- 
frau,  Schreckhom,  and  other  gianta 
of  the  Bernese  chain.  In  the  fore- 
ground, amidst  a  varied  expanse  of 
wooded  hill  and  verdant  vale,  are  the 
lakes  of  Morat,  Neuchfttel,  and  Bi- 
enne,  while  the  silvery  Aar,  on  which 
stands  the  town  of  Soleure,  winds 
like  a  snake  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain. Sec  Kelier's  panorama  at  the 
inn. 

Another  road,  quite  practicable  for  a 
char-a-banc,  descends  tne  opposite  CN.) 
side  of  the  Weissenstein,  into  the  VaJ 
Moutiers  (Bte.  1).] 

Quitting  Soleure,  the  railroad  runs 
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bj  the  side  of  the  Aar,  and  along  the 
S.  base  of  the  Jura.  The  inn  on  the 
top  of  the  Weissenstein  continues  long 
a  conspicuous  object. 

On  the  tL  lie  the  Baths  of  Grange 
(6rr0iicA«n),  a  large  building. 

Bozingen  (Boujean),  on  the  river 
Suse,  has  ironworks  of  repute. 

Bietuu  TernUnm  (Rte.  1). 


ROUTE  4. 

OASLE  TO  LUC£BNE,  BY  THE  CEKTRAL 
SWISS  RAILWAY. 

Eog.  m. 

Licstol » 

I^utfelftngeii     .....    IS 

Otten 23 

Sarara 41 

Lucenw 56 

The  Central  Swiss  Railway  starts 
from  Basle  (stat.  near  the  iBschen 
Thor,  a  mile  from  the  bridge^  and 
traverses  the  Jura,  through  Tery  beau- 
tiful scenery,  to  Olten;  whence  its 
branches  diverge  to  Berne,  Lucerne, 
Zurich,  and  Bienne.  The  works  on 
this  line  were  executed  by  the  English 
engineer  Brassey. 

The  rly.,  on  quitting  Basle,  crosses 
the  valley  of  the  Birs  on  a  lattice 
bridceof  3  arches,  a  little  N.  of  the 
batttefieU    of  St,  Jacob,  where,    in 


1444,  1600  Swiss  had  the  boldness 
to  attack,  and  the  courage  to  with- 
stand for  10  hrs.,  a  iVencn  army  ten- 
fold more  numerous,  commanded  by 
the  Dauphin,  afterwards  Louis  XI. 
Only  10  of  the  Swiss  escaped  alive, 
the  rest  were  left  dead  on  the  field, 
along  with  thrice  their  own  number  of 
foes,  whom  they  had  slain.  This  al- 
most incredible  exploit  spread  abroad 
through  Europe  the  fame  of  Swiss 
valour ;  and  Louis,  the  Dauphin, 
wisely  seeing  that  it  was  better  to 
gain  them  as  friends  than  to  oppose 
them  as  enemies,  courted  their  alli- 
ance. The  Swiss  themselves  refer 
to  the  battle  of  St  Jacob  as  the 
Thermopylse  of  their  history.  The 
vineyards  near  the  field  produce 
a  red  wine,  called  Schweitzer  Blut 
(Swiss  blood).  A  little  beyond 
this  place  the  men  of  Basle  were  in 
1833  drawn  into  an  ambuscade  bv 
the  men  of  Liestal  and  defeated  witn 
considerable  slaughter.  The  rly.  con- 
tinues for  some  miles  along  the  fiat 
land  of  the  Rhine  valley,  then  leavin^^ 
it,  turns  to  the  rt  up  the  valley  of 
the  little  river  Ergolz. 

Liestal  Stat,  (/nas  not  good  : 
Falke;  Schliissel)  was  always  opposed 
to  its  connexion  with  Basle  town, 
and  wus  finally  separated  from  Basle 
in  1833.  It  is  a  airty,  uninteresting 
town  of  2170  Inhab.,  and  since  the 
separation  has  become  the  seat  of 
government  of  Basle  Campagne,  which 
includes  53  parishes,  with  about  36,0iK) 
Inhab.  In  the  CouncU-house  (I^th- 
stube)  are  curious  paintings  and  sen- 
tences on  the  walls,  and  Charles  the 
Bold*s  cup  taken  at  Nancy. 

After    leaving    Liestal    the    rlv. 
enters  a  mountain  valley,  and   fol- 
lows the  cur\'es  of  the  stream.     The 
••  scenery  is  very  pretty;  in  the  bottom 
^  are   bright   green  meadows,    dotted 
with  white  houses;  on  the  sides  of 
,  the  hills  are  fir  and  beech  forests, 
'  and  above,  limestone  clifis  may  occa- 
,  sionally  be  seen. 

I      Sissach  Siat,    The  Rly.  now  ascend^ 
I  the  valley  by  a  gradient  of  1  in  20, 


SiDtizerland. 
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and  sereral  side  valleys  are  crossed 
on  bridges,  the  line  constantly  rising 
until  it  looks  down  upon  the  village 

of 

Buitem  Stat  (Inn:  Halber  Mond), 
beyond  which  is  a  tunnel  900  ft.  lonff; 
I  rise  the  picturesque  ruins  of  the 
Castle  of  nomburtf,  the  scenery  be- 
coming wilder  and  more  picturesque, 
and  the  mountains  higher. 

Lan^elfwgen,  Stat,  Close  to  this  the 
tonnei  under  the  Unter-Hauenstein 
is  entered.  It  is  2700  yards  long,  | 
and  was  3  years  in  progress,  and 
at  one  aociaent  in  1857  50  men 
were  buried  alive.  This  pass  has 
always  been  of  great  ^importance 
as  an  outlet  for  the  merchandise 
of  Switserland,  and  as  the  most 
direct  line  of  communication  from 
W.  Germany  to  Italy  by  the  St 
Gothard.  The  old  road  ascended 
to  the  head  of  the  pass  by  a  series 
of  sigzags,, descending  in  a  similar 
manner  on  the  other  side,  and  com- 
mands a  *  Vievo  of  the  great  chain  of 
the  Alps,  which  is  lost  to  the  tra- 
reller  by  the  rly.  Those  who  would 
not  miss  the  view  will  quit  the  train 
atLaufelfingen,  walk  over  the  moun- 
tain {Inn  at  the  summit),  and  rejoin 
the  rail  at  Olten. 

On  emerging  from  the  tunnel  we 
enter  the  pretty  valley  of  Trindacfi; 
green  fields  and  white  houses  below, 
nr  woods  above,  and  limestone  rocks 
and  difis  occasionally  protruding, 
with  a  distant  view  of  the  Appensell 
motmtains.  Soon  afterwards  we  open 
into  a  wider  valley,  and,  looking  over 
Olten,  in  clear  Weather  the  first  view 
of  the  Bernese  Aips  is  obtained.  The 
vly.  here  makes  a  curve  of  more  than 
half  a  circle,  and,  crossing  the  river 
Aar,  reaches 

Olten  June.  Stat.  {Inns:  H.  de  la 
Oare,  close  to  stat. ;  Thurm  (TourJ ; 
Balb-mond),  a  town  very  prettily 
siinated  in  a  valley  of  the  Jura, 
^d  to  be  the  Boman  Ultinutm.  Pop. 
-340.    Here  are  the  ironworks  of  the 


Central  Rly.  Frequent  omnibuses 
to  Frohbwgy  a  watering-place  with 
whey  baths. 

Railwaifs. — To  Zilrich,  by  Aarau 
and  Baden,  2  hrs.;  to  Soleure  and 
Bienne,  3  hrs.*,  to  Berne,  2  hrs.;  to 
Lucerne,  2  hrs.  Passengers  for  Berne, 
Lucerne,  or  Bienne,  change  car- 
riages. The  dy.  then  goes  through 
a  pass  between  the  hills  and  makes  a 
circuit  round. 

Aarburg  Stat,  {Inns:  Bar;  Krone),  a 
neat  town  of  1500  Inhab.,  almost  en- 
tirely rebuilt  since  a  conflagration  in 
1840.  Its  Citadel  on  the  heights,  al- 
though it  has  bomb-proof  casemates 
hewn  out  of  the  rock,  serves  only 
as  a  military  storehouse  for  the  Swiss 
Confederation,  and  forms  a  pictur- 
esque object  in  the  landscape.  Out- 
side the  town  is  an  extensive  cotton 
factory,  and  a  suspension  wire  bridge 
over  the  Aar. 

Here  the  railway  branches  off  to 
Berne  (Rte.  5)  and  to  Soleure  (Rte.  3), 
though  the  carriages  are  changed  at 
Olten. 

The  railroad  leaves  the  Aar  and 
enters  a  pretty  valley,  distinguished 
by  its  veraant  pastures,  and  its  sub- 
stantial-looking houses,  many  of  them 
with  gardens,  whose  walls  are  often 
covered  with  thin  plates  of  wood  over- 
lapping each  other  like  fishes'  scales. 
It  IS  bordefed  by  a  varied  outline  of 
wooded  heights.  In  front,  the  snowy 
Alps. 

Zofinpen  Stat. — Inns:  Cheval  Blanc 
(Rossli),  Ochs— a  town  with  3172  In- 
hab. Its  Library  contains  autograph 
letters  of  Swiss  reformers,  and  draw- 
ings by  members  of  the  Swiss  Society 
of  Artists.  Near  the  Schtttzenhaus 
are  some  magnificent  lime-trees,  in 
whose  branches  2  ball-rooms  have 
been  constructed.  A  fragment  of  the 
castle  of  Reiden,  and  a  solitary  tree 
perched  on  a  rock  beside  it,  become 
conspicuous  before  reaching 

Beiden  Stat.    The  Parsonage  was 
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originally  the  house  of  the  Knights  I  sentation  of  the  noble  devotion   of 
of  Malta.  Arnold  of  Winkclried— 


DagmerseUen Stat,  Inn:  Lion,  kept 
by  A.  BUhler,  good  and  clean. 

NcbikonStat.  Between  here  and  ITl/u- 
Will  a  good  view,  rt.  of  the  snow  mts. 
of  the  Oberland.  The  Jungfrau  is  in 
the  centre :  the  Monch  and  Eiger  to 
its  1.,  the  Altels  to  its  rt. 

Wauwill  Stat. 

Sitrsee  Stat.-^Tnns:  Soleil  j  Hirsch; 
both  bad  and  dear) — an  old  walled 
town,  whose  «ite-towers  still  bear  the 
double-headed  eagle  of  Austria  carved 
in  stone.  The  Rathhaua  is  much  dila« 
pidated,  but  a  good  specimen  of  the 
German-Burgundian  stvle.  The  ge- 
neral outline  resembles  the  old 
Tolbooth  of  Edinburgh. — Sursee  is 
1  m.  from  the  N.  end  of  the  Lake  of 
Scmpach,  which  has  no  pretensions 
to  great  beauty,  but  is  pleasing,  and 
highly  interesting  historically,  from 
the  Battle  of  Sempach  (1386)— the  se- 
cond of  those  great  and  surprising 
victories  by  which  Swiss  independence 
was  estabbshed.  It  was  fou?ht  on  the 
E.  shore  of  the  lake,  behind  the  little 
town  of  Sempach,  opposite  which  the 
lake  comes  mto  full  view  from  our 
road.  In  1805  a  portion  of  the  water 
of  the  lake  was  let  off,  in  order  to 
gain  land  along  its  banks;  thus  its 
extent  is  diminished,  its  surface  low* 
ered,  and  its  form  somewhat  altered 
from  what  it  was  at  the  time  of  the 
battle.  The  rly.  runs  along  its  W. 
shore.    Views  of  Filatus  and  Rigi« 

Sempach  Stat,  About  2  m.  frota 
the  rly.  stat.  is  the  town  of  Sempach 
(Inns  :  Kreutz  ;  Adler) ;  and  2  m. 
farther  is  a  small  chapel,  erected  to 
commemorate  the  victory,  on  the  spot 
where  Leopold  of  Austria  (son  of  the 
Duke  of  the  same  name  who  had  been 
defeated  71  years  before  at  Mor- 
garten)  lost  his  life.  The  names  of 
those  who  fell,  both  Austrians  and 
Swiss,  were  inscribed  on  the  walls, 
which  also  bear  a  rude  fresco  repre- 


He  of  battle-nuTtyn  chief! 

Who,  to  recall  his  dftanted  peers. 

For  victory  shaped  an  open  space. 

By  gath'rint(,  with  a  wide  embrace. 

Into  his  single  heart,  a  aheaf 

Of  fatal  Austrian  spears.— /fVdkieortA. 

He  was  a  knight  of  Uuterwalden, 
who,  observing  all  the  efforts  of  the 
Swiss  to  bre&  the  ranks  of  their 
enemies  foiled  by  their  long  lances, 
exclaimed,  "Protect  my  wife  and 
children,  and  I  will  open  a  path  to 
freedom."  He  then  rushed  forward, 
and  gathering  in  his  arms  as  many 
lances  as  he  could  grasp,  buried  them 
in  his  bosoln.  The  confederates  were 
enabled  to  take  advantage  of  the  gap 
thus  formed  in  the  maU-clad  ranks 
of  the  foe,  before  the  Austrian  lancent 
had  time  to  extricate  their  entangled 
weapons  from  his  body.  In  order  to 
oppose  the  Swiss,  who  fought  on  foot, 
many  of  the  Austrian  nobles  had  dis- 
mounted to  form  a  serried  phalanx; 
but  the  armour  which  rendered  them 
almost  invulnerable  on  horseback,  and 
which,  while  they  remained  united 
and  in  close  column,  had  formed  so 
impenetrable  a  barrier  to  the  attack 
of  the  Swiss,  now  that  their  ranks 
were  broken,  disabled  them  from 
coping  with  their  light'^armed  and 
active  foes.  600  nobles  were  slain, 
and  more  than  2000  common  soldiers; 
while  the  entire  force  of  the  Swiss, 
who  achieved  this  victory,  is  said  not 
to  have  exceeded  1400  men.  The 
conquerors  founded  masses  for  the 
souls  of  those  who  fell,  friends  as  well 
as  foes,  and  they  ai^  celebrated  even 
now  oti  the  anniversary  of  the  fi^bt« 
which  is  a  popular  festival.  >ine 
view  of  the  Kigi  and  Filatus  from 
this  part  of  the  line. 

At  linttisholz^  a  village  about  3  "ni. 
W.  of  Nothwyl  Stat,  and  on  the  rt,  of 
the  road,  may  be  seen  a  moubd,  called 
the  F.iujlish  barroti\  because  it  contains 
the  bones  of  oOOO  J'ree  Companions, 
or  Guglers,  who  had  formerly  served 
on    the  English    side    in    the    wars 
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between  England  and  France.  They 
were  engaged  by  Enguerrand  de 
Coacj,  son-in-law  of  Edward  III.  of 
England,  to  conquer  the  Austrian 
dominion,  to  which  De  Coucy  had 
some  claim  through  his  mother.  The 
King  of  France  furnished  him  with 
the  requisite  money,  in  order  to  libe- 
rate France  firom  tne  ravages  of  these 
Free  Companions,  who,  whue  pillaging 
in  the  Swiss  cantons,  were  attacked 
m  detail  and  destroyed  by  the  Swiss 
peasants  in  1376.  The  action  which 
took  place  here  was  between  the  pea- 
sants of  Entlibuch  and  a  body  of  these 
Free  Ck>mpanions. 

The  approach  to  Lucerne  is  charm- 
ing: on  the  L  rises  the  Bigi,  in  shape 
somewhat  resembling  a  horse's  back ; 
oQ  the  It,  the  Kapf,  the  end  of  a  moun- 
tain chain,  stands  out  boldly;  in  front 
theFilatus  is  distinguished  by  its  ser- 
rated ridge. 

7  UL  EmmenhrOcke  Stat,  After 
crossing  the  Emme,  we  reach  the 
banks  of  the  green  Beuss,  rushing  out 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne.  Lucerne  is 
surrounded  on  this  side  by  a  battle- 
mented  wall,  flanked  at  intervals  by  a 
number  of  tall  watchtowers,  descend- 
ing to  the  margin  of  the  river. 

LccERivE  Junct.  Station,  on  S.  side 
of  the  Beuss  (Bte.  16).  Steamers  for 
Wii^is,  Fliielen,  &c.,  touch  at  it. 


ROUTE  5. 

BASLE  TO  BERNE,  BT  THE  CENTRAJL 
SWISS  RAILWAY. 

Eng.  m. 
Basle.  ". 

LIcstal s 

Ijaufelfingea 18 

Olten 23 

Hcraogenbuchaee  ....    40 

Bargdorf 60 

Beme .64 

Trains  in  3}  to  5  hrs. 

The  road  as  far  as  Aarburg  is 
described  in  Rte.  4.  At  Aarburg,  a 
little  beyond  Olten,  the  road  leaves 
the  Lucerne  line  and  turns  to  the 
S.W.,  keeping  for  some  distance  along 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Aar ;  it  then  tra- 
verses a  fertile  but  dull  country  to 

ffertogcnbuchsee  Junct.  Stat,  {Inn: 
Sonne),  a  town  of  some  4500  Lihab. 

Near  Eiedtwyl  Stat,  a  verdant  valley 
is  entered,  its  slopes  covered  with 
luxuriant  wood. 

Bwrgdarf  ( French  Berthoud  ).— 
{Ttms:  Bear;  Buffet  at  the  Stat), 
— a  thriving  town  (3500  Inhab.) 
of  large  arcaded  houses,  and  opulent 
public  institutions  pleasantly  situated 
at  the  mouth  of  the  fertile  Emmen- 
thal  (Rte.  22).  In  the  old  castle  here 
Pestalozzi  first  established  his  school. 
Views  of  the  Jungfrau,  group  of  snow 
mts.  from  the  ch.,  and  a  much  more 
extensive  one  from  the  Lueg,  2  hrs. 
walk. 

Ilindelbank  Stat, 

In  the  church  of  HindeJbank  are 
many  monuments  to  the  noble  family 
of  Erlachy  and  also  the  celebrated 
Monument  of  Madame  Langham^  wife 
of  the  clergyman,  who  died  in  child- 
birth. It  IS  by  a  sculptor  named 
Nahl,  and  represents  her  with  her 
child  in  her  arms,  bursting  through 
the  tomb  at  the  sound  of  the  last 
trumpet.  Its  merit,  as  a  work  of  art, 
has  been  much  exaggerated.  The  epi- 
taph was  written  by  Haller.  This  tomb 
is  formed  of  sandstone,  and  is  let  into 
the  pavement  of  the  church. 

BeyojidZoUikofcnJwict.  Stat,  is  Ruete, 
rt,  an  agricultural  institution. 

At  Wyler  Feld  (a  fine  view  1.  of  the 
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Bernese  Alps)  the  rlj.  from  Thun 
(Rte.  25)  foils  in. 

The  Castle  of  Reichenbach  on  the 
neighbouring  height  belongs  to  the 
Erlach  family. 

The  Aar  is  crossed  hv  a  loft^ 
bridge,  having  a  passage  for  the  rail 
above,  and  the  carriage-road  below, 
leading  to 

Berme  Stat.  CRte.  24). 


ROUTE  6. 

BASLE  TO  ZURICH — ^RAILWAY. 

Eng.lD. 
Bule. 

Liestul 8 

Jjanfelfingen    .....  18 

Oltra 23 

Aanm 31 

Bragg 42 

Tuiigi  Junction      ....  44 

Baden 47 

Zttrich 62 

About  4  hrs.  Take  the  L  side  of 
the  carriage  up  to  Brugg ;  the  rt. 
after. 

The  road  as  far  as  Olten  is  de- 
scribed in  Rte.  4.  At  the  O/^^n  junction 
the  Ziirich  branch  turns  £.,  keeping 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Aar,  to 

Aarau — Inns :  Wilder  Mann  (Sau- 
vage),  comfortable  ;  Lowe  ;  Krone ; 
Rossli — the  chief  town  of  the  canton 
Argovie,  which  was  first  included  in 
the  Confederation  in  1803,  having  pre- 
viously formed  a  subject  province  of 
canton  Berne,  contains  4500  Inhab., 
and  is  situated  on  the  rt  bank  of  the 
Aar:  Simond  called  it,  in  1817,  "an 
odiouslittle  place ;"  but  it  has  much  im- 
proved and  increased  since  then.  It 
ties  at  the  S.  base  of  the  Jura,  here 
partly  covered  with  vineyards.  There 
are  many  extensive  cotton-miUs  here. 

The  Jiathftaua,  in  which  the  can- 


tonal councils  are  held,  has  been  re- 
built. In  the  parish  cfwrcH  Pro- 
testant and  Catholic  services  are  per- 
formed alternately. 

Henry  Zschokke,  the  historian  and 
novel-writer,  resided  here  until  his 
death,  1848,  in  a  pretty  villa  on  a  hill 
on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Aar.  When  the 
armies  of  the  French  Revolution  took 
possession  of  Switzerland  in  1789,  and 
destroyed  its  ancient  form  of  govern- 
ment, Aarau  was  made  for  a  short 
time  capital  of  the  Uelretian  Re- 
public. 

There  are  several  castles  visible  from 
the  rly .,  the  most  conspicuous  of  which 
is  that  of  Wilderfg,  the  residence  of 
Col.  d*£ffinger. 

Schmttnach  Stat.  H  m,  from  the 
Baths  of  Schintznachy  also  called  Habs- 
burger  Bad,  the  most  frequented 
waterine-place  in  Switzerland.  The 
principfU  buildings  are  the  Hotel 
(Grosser  Gasthof )  and  Bath-house^  in 
a  semicircular  form.  500  persons  fre- 
(juently  sit  down  to  dinner  together 
in  the  season  at  the  table-d'hote, 
8  fr.  There  are  160  rooms  and  160 
baths,  aU  exactly  alike,  lined  with 
Dutch  tiles.  The  resident  physician 
and  inspector  is  Dr.  Zurkowski,  Paris 
Acad.  Med.  The  spring  yields  one 
of  the  strongest  sulphurated  waters 
known.  Temperature  60°  Fahr.  Tho 
visitors  are  chiefly  French.  Season 
from  May  to  September ;  prices  re- 
duced in  winter.  The  waters  arc 
efficacious  in  diseases  of  the  skin  and 
mucous  membrane,  of  the  bones  and 
respiratory  organs,  in  rheumadsm, 
ana  for  wouncu.  Schintznach  owes 
little  to  nature  except  its  waters. 
Some  pretty  walks  have  been  made 
near  the  houses,  and  winding  paths, 
under  the  shade  of  trees,  lead  up  the 
hill  to  Habsburg. 

Among  the  many  excttrsiona  in  the 
neighbourhood  may  be  mentioned  the 
ascent  of  the  GisU-Fluh,  over  which 
there  is  a  pleasant  walk  to  Aarau. 

Bragg^  or  Brack — Inn:  Das  Rossli 
Rly.  to  Waldshut  TRte.  7).    An  an- 
cient possession  of  tne  House  of  Habs- 
burg,  containing  800  Inhab.      <x*he 
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exit  tad  entrance  to  it  are  guarded 
bj  high  conical  roofed  towers.  The 
Schicarzg  Thurm  (Black  tower)  is  a 
Roman  building  of  the  age  of  the 
Lower  Einpire.  Brugg  is  the  birth- 
place of  Zimmermann,  physician  of 
Frederick  the  Great,  who  wrote  on 
Solitude. 

The  country  around  Brugg  is  in- 
teresting, both  in  a  geographical  and 
historical  point  of  view.  In  the  plain, 
a  little  below  the  town,  three  of  the 
principal  rivers  of  Switzerland  which 
drain  the  N.  slopes  of  the  Alps,  from 
the  Grisons  to  the  Jura,  the  Limmat, 
the  Reuss,  and  the  Aar,  form  a  junc- 
tion, and,  united  under  the  name  of 
the  Aar,  throw  themselves  into  the 
Rhine  about  10  m.  below  Brugg,  at  a 
place  called  Coblenz. 

Close  upon  this  meeting  of  the  wa- 
ters, and  on  the  triangular  tongue  of 
land  between  the  Aar  and  Keuss, 
stood  Vindonissa,  the  most  important 
settlement  of  the  Romans  in  Elelvetia, 
as  weU  as  their  stron^st  fortress  on 
this  frontier,  on  which  they  placed 
their  chief  dependence  for  maintain- 
ing this  portion  of  their  empire.  Its 
wr)rks  extended  12  m.  from  N.  to  S. 
Yet  scarcely  any  portion  of  it  now 
appears  above  ground;  traces  of  an 
amphitheatre,  a  subterranean  aque- 
duct, which  conveyed  water  from 
Braun^^berg,  3  m.  off,  foundations 
of  wall^uroken  pottery,  inscriptions, 
and  coins,  have  TOen  turned  up  by  the 
spade  from  time  to  time,  and  its  name 
is  preserved  in  that  of  the  miserable 
little  village  of  Windiac/u 

'*Wiihm  the  ancient  walls  of  Yin- 
domssa,  the  castle  of  Habsburg,  the 
iibbey  of  Konigsfeld,  and  the  town  of 
Bmck  have  successively  arisen.  The 
philosophic  traveller  may  compare  the 
monuments  of  Boman  conquests,  of 
feudal  or  Austrian  tyranny,  of  monk- 
ish superstition,  and  of  industrious 
freedooL  If  he  be  truly  a  philosopher, 
he  will  applaud  the  merit  and  nap- 
piness  of  nis  own  time." — Gibbon, 

1)  m.  £.  of  Brugg  stands  the  Abbey 
f>f  Konigsfelden  (King's  field),  founded, 
1310,  by  the  Empress  Elizabeth,  and 
Agnes  Queen  of  Hungary,  on  the 
spot  where,  two  years  before,  their 


husband  and  father,  the  Emperor 
Albert,  was  assassinated.  The  con- 
vent, a  group  of  gloomy  piles,  was  sup- 
pressedin  1528;  part  of  it  is  now  con- 
verted into  a  farm-house,  an  hospital, 
and  a  mad-house ;  the  rest  is  falling  to 
decay.  The  dilapidated  Church  con- 
tains some  very  fine  painted  glass,  and 
numerous  pavement  tombs,  with  sculp- 
tured coats  of  arms  of  a  long  train  of 
nobles  who  fell  in  the  battle  of  Sem- 
pach.  The  large  vaults  beneath  were 
the  burial-place  of  many  members  of 
the  Austrian  family,  including  Agnes, 
and  Leopold,  who  fell  at  Sempach,  but 
they  were  removed  hence  into  the  Aus- 
trian dominions  in  1770.  According  to 
tradition  the  high  altar  stands  on  the 
spot  where  Albert  fell  He  was  about 
to  invade  Switzerland  with  his  arm^, 
had  crossed  the  ferry  of  the  Reuss  m 
a  small  boat,  leaving  his  suite  on  the 
opposite  bank,  and  attended  only  by 
the  four  conspirators.  The  chief  of 
them,  John  of  Suabia,  his  nephew — 
who  had  been  instigated  to  slay  him 
by  the  wrong  he  endured  in  oeing 
kept  out  of  his  paternal  inheritance 
by  his  uncle — first  struck  him  in  the 
throat  with  his  lance.  Balm  ran  him 
through  with  his  sword,  and  Walter 
von  Essenbach  cleft  his  skull  with  a 
felling-stroke.  Wart,  the  fourth,  took 
no  share  in  the  murder.  Although 
the  deed  was  so  openly  done,  in  broad 
day,  almost  under  the  w^alls  of  the 
Imperial  Castle  of  Habsburg,  and  in 
sight  of  a  large  retinue  of  armed  at- 
tendants, the  murderers  were  able  to 
escape  in  different  directions ;  and  the 
imperial  retainers  took  to  flight,  leav- 
ing their  dying  master  to  breathe  his 
last  in  the  arms  of  a  poor  peasant  who 
happened  to  pass. 

A   peaaant'girl   that   royal   head   upon    her 

bosom  laid, 
And,  shrinking  not  for  woman's  dreadi  the 

face  of  death  survev'd  : 
Alone  she  sate.     F'rom  hill  and  wood  low 

sank  the  mournfal  sun ; 
Fast  gushed  the  fount  of  noble  blood.    Trea* 

son  his  worst  had  done. 
With  her  long  hair  she  vainly  pressed  the 

wounds  to  stannch  tlieir  tide ; 
Unknown,  on  that  meek,  humble  breast,  im> 

penal  Albert  died. — Mrs,  Hemamt, 

A  direfiU  vengeance  was  wreaked 
by    the   clRldren    of  the    murdered 
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monarch;  not,  however,  upon  the 
murderers — for,  with  the  exception  of 
Wart,  the  only  one  who  did  not  raise 
his  hand  against  him,  they  all  escaped 
— but  upon  their  £unilies,  relations, 
and  friends ;  and  1000  victims  are  be- 
lieved to'  have  expiated,  with  their 
lives,  a  crime  of  which  they  were  to- 
tally innocent.  Queen  Agnes  grati- 
fied her  spirit  of  vengeance  with  the 
sight  of  tnese  horrid  executions,  ex- 
claiming, while  63  unfortunate  men 
were  butchered  before  her,  "Now  I 
bathe  in  May-dew  r*  She  ended  her 
da^s  in  the  convent  of  Konigsfelden, 
which  she  had  founded  and  endowed 
with  the  confiscated  property  of  those 
whom  she  had  slaucntelred.  Penance, 
prayer,  and  almsgiving  could  avail 
but  little  to  stifle  the  qualms  of  a 
guilty  conscience  for  the  bloody  deeds 
whicn  she  had  committed;  and  it  is 
recorded  that  a  holy  hermit,  to  whom 
she  had  applied  for  absolution,  replied 
to  her,  "Woman!  God  is  not  to  be 
served  with  bloody  hands,  nor  by  the 
slaughter  of  innocent  persons,  nor  by 
convents  built  with  the  plunder  of 
orphans  and  widows,  but  by  mercy 
and  forgiveness  of  injuries."  The 
building  in  which  she  passed  50  y^ars 
of  her  life  was  destroyed ;  that  which 
is  shown  as  her  cell  is  not  so  in 
reality.  There  was  a  grove  of  oaks 
on  the  spot  at  the  time  the  murder 
was  committed.  The  tree  under  | 
which  Albert  fell  was  converted  into 
a  chest  to  hold  Agnes'  jewels,  and  is 
still  preserved. 

About  2  m.from  Brugg,  on  a  wooded 
height  called  Wiilpelsberg,  stand  the 
remains  of  the  Castle  of  Habsbwrg^  or 
Habichtsburg  (Hawk's  Castle),  the 
cradle  of  the  House  of  Austria,  built 
by  Count  Radbod  of  Altenburg,  1020, 
an  ancestor  of  the  family.  A  mere 
fragment  of  the  original  building  now 
exists.  The  tall,  square  keep  of 
rough  stones  has  walls  8  ft.  thick  ; 
and  beneath  it  a  dungeon,  to  be  en- 
tered only  by  a  trap-£)or  in  the  floor 
above.  The  view  from  it  is  pictu- 
resque and  interesting;  the  eye  ranges 
along  the  course  of  the  three  rivers, 
over  the  site  of  the  Roman  Vindonissa 
and  Konigsfelden,  the  Apulchre  of 


imperial  Albert:  on  the  S.  rises  the 
rmned  castle  of  Braunegg,  which  be- 
longed to  the  sons  of  the  tyrant 
Gessler;  and  below  it  Birr,  where 
Pestalozzi,  the  teacher,  died,  and  is 
buried.  It  takes  in  at  a  single  glance 
the  whole  Swiss  patrimony  of  the 
Habsburgs — an  estate  far  more  limited 
than  that  of  many  a  British  peer — 
from  which  Rudolph  was  called  to 
wield  the  sceptre  of  Charlemagne. 
The  House  of  Austria  were  deprived 
of  their  Swiss  territories  by  papal  ban, 
150  years  after  Rudolph's  elevation: 
but  it  is  believed  that  the  ruin  has 
again  become  the  property  of  the 
Austrian  Emperor  by  purchase. 

On  quitting  Brugg,  the  rly.  leaves 
the  Aar.  It  traverses  Oderdorf  (near 
which  are  scanty  remains  of  a  Roman 
amphitheatre),  and  crosses  the  river 
Reuss  to  the 

Ttirtfi  Junction  Stat.t  where  the  branch 
from  Waldshut  (Rte.  7)  ioins  the  main 
line  from  Olten  to  Ziirich.  <'Alargv^ 
cotton  manufacture  here.)  Since  this 
line  was  opened,  travellers  from  Man- 
heim  or  Heidelberg  may  reach  Ziirich 
by  the  express  train  in  9  hrs.,  withont 
changing  carriages  from  Klein  Basel. 

From  hence  the  rly.  keeps  the  L 
bank  of  the  Limmat  to 

Baden    SUtt,    {Inn:    Waage    (Ba- 
lances): the  best  hotels  are  at   the 
baths,  more  than  ^  mile  from  the 
town). — This   ancient   walled    town, 
of  1800  Inhab.,  is  squeezed  within  a 
narrow  defile  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Limmat,  here  crossed  by  a  wooden 
bridge.    The  ruins  of  the  Castle  over- 
look it  from  a  rocky  eminence,  now  tun- 
nelled through  by  the  Ziirich  Railway, 
well  worth  ascending  for  the  singular 
view.     It  was  anciently  the  residence 
and    stronghold    of    the    Austrian 
princes.   Here  were  planned  the  expe- 
ditions against  the  Swiss,  which  wene 
frustrate  at  Morgarten  and  Sempach. 
At  length  when  the  Pope,  in  I41<rs 
excommunicated  the  Archduke  Fre- 
derick, the  Swiss  took  it  and  burnt  it. 
In  tfie  Rathhaas  of  Baden  the  prt?- 
liminaries    preceding    the    treaty  of 
peace  which  terminated  the  war  i»f 
the  Spanish  Succession,  were  arraug^e<d 
by  Prince  Eugene  on  the   part    of 
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Austria^  and  by  Marshal  Yillarft  for 
France,  in  1712. 

Baden  im  Argau,  like  its  namesakes 
in  Baden  and  Austria,  was  frequented 
on  account  of  its  mineral  waters  by 
the  Bomans,  who  called  it  JTtemKB  ffel- 
KticcB.  It  was  sacked  and  destroyed 
by  Ciecina.  Tacitus  mentions  it  as 
''in  modum  miinicipii  extructus locus, 
anusno  salubrium  aqnarum  usu  fre- 
quens  "— Zr««.  i.  67. 

The  Baihs  {Inns:  Stadthof,  best ; 
Limmathof ;  Schiff),  on  the  borders 
of  the  Limmat,  ^  inile  below  or  N. 
of  the  town,  are  resorted  to  between 
June  and  Sept.  by  numerous  visitors, 
15,000  in  1861,  chiefly  French  and 
Swiss.  The  waters  are  warm  and  sul- 
phureous, having  a  temperature  of 
118^  Falu:.  There  are  1 9  springs  and 
a  copious  outflow,  and  are  good  for 
rheumatism,  &c. 

The  Swiss  Baden,  though  not  equal 
in  beauty  to  its  namesakes  in  other 
parts  of  Europe,  has  considerable 
attractions  in  uie  country  around  it. 
The  rocky  heights  on  each  side  of  the 
rirer — the  one  surmounted  by  the 
ruined  castle,  the  other  partly  covered 
by  vineyarda — form  a  portal  through 
which  the  Linmiat  pours.  Before  this 
^rge  was  formed,  Baden  and  the 
coimtrr  above  it  must  have  been  a 
vast  lake. 

Agreeable  walks  are  made  for  in- 
Tali<U  by  the  side  of  the  Limmat,  and 
many  pleasant  excursions  may  be 
made  in  the  country  around — the 
most  interesting  being  that  described 
above,  to  Schintznach  (8  miles),  by 
W^indisch,  Konigsfelden,  and  Habs* 
burg. 

Iu>man  relics  are  constantly  dis- 
covered in  this  district.  Gambling 
must  have  been  a  prevailing  vice 
among  the  visitors  to  the  baths,  and 
the  Roman  Legions  stationed  here, 
if  it  is  true  that  a  neighbouring  field 
has  obtained  the  name  of  Dice  Meadow 
(Wurfel  Wiese),  from  the  quantity  of 
dice  dii^  up  in  it. 

The  Bai£road  passes  by  a  tunnel  800 
feet  long,  under  the  Stein  or  Castle 
bin,  and  runs  along  the  L  bank  of  the 
liaunat.  It  passes  (Estadten  Stat 
ud  Schlieren  Stat    The  Cistercian 


convent  of  Wetiingen,  a  vast  building 
with  many  courts,  gardens,  &c.,  sur* 
rounded  by  a  wall,  is  situated  in  an 
angle  formed  by  a  bend  of  the  river 
on  its  rt.  bank.  It  was  suppressed  by 
the  council  of  the  canton  (Aarau), 
1841,  and  is  now  a  seminary.  Its 
churckf  foimded  in  1227,  contains  tombs 
of  some  early  counts  of  Habsburg  and 
Kyburg,  the  stone  cofiln  in  which  the 
body  or  the  Emperor  Albert  was  in- 
terred for  14  months  after  his  murder, 
painted  glass,  carved  stalls,  &c.  The 
railway  makes  a  g^reat  bend  here. 

Dielikon.  The  stately  building  1. 
on  the  height  surrounded  by  vine- 
yards is  a  Kelterhaus  (wine-press)  of 
the  convent  of  Wettingen.  Near  this 
village  the  French,  under  Massena, 
crossed  the  river,  Sept.  24,  1799— a 
masterly  movement,  wtxich  led  to  the 
defeat  of  the  Russians  and  the  capture 
of  Ziirich. 

The  landscape  becomes  very  ani- 
mated in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ziirich. 
The  distant  Alps  on  the  rt.  and  the 
long  ridge  of  tne  Albis,  terminating 
towards  Ziirich  in  the  Uetliberg, 
crowned  with  its  Inn,  are  conspicuous 
objects.    The  Sihl  river  is  crossed. 

ZiiRicii  Stat.  In  Rte.  9.  Station, 
on  the  former  Schutzenplatz. 


ROUTE  7. 

BASLE  TO  SCHAFFHAUSEN,  THE  RHINE 
FALLS,  AND  COXSTANCE,  BY  WALDS- 
HUT.— RAIL. 

Eng.  m. 
Basle. 

Kheinfelden 10 

Sacklngen 20 

Lauffenbarg 26 

Waldshut 35 

SchafQiaiuen M 

Terminus  at  the  Baden  Stat.,  in 
Klein  Basel. 

This  railway  runs  on  the  rt.  or 
Baden  side  of  the  Rhine,  in  continua- 
tion of  the  Baden  Railway,  and  was 
extended  1863  to  Schaifhausen  and 
Constance. 
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[On  the  opposite  side  of  the  Rhine, 
a  little  before  Kheinfelden,  is 

Aitgsty  which  stands  on  each  side 
of  the  small  river  Ergolz,  on  the  site 
of  the  Roman  city  Augusta  Bauracorum, 
founded  bv  Munatius  Flancus,  in  the 
reign  of  Augustus.  Its  existence  on 
this  spot  is  sufficiently  proved  by  the 
quantity  of  Roman  remains  that  have 
been,  and  still  are,  discovered^  wher- 
ever the  ground  is  turned  up.  There 
are  indications  of  an  amphitheatre, 
now  converted  into  pleasure  grounds; 
but  the  remains  of  buildings  are  very 
slight.  The  relics  which  nave  been 
found  are  curious,  though  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  ground  has  arrans;ed 
them  in  the  style  of  a  tea-garden. 
There  are  several  columns,  inscrip- 
tions, tombs,  and  fragments  of  statues, 
all  of  the  Lower  Empire;  but  which 
the  antiquary  would  do  well  to  ex- 
amine, as  they  are  inedited.] 

Grenzach  Stat.  Excellent  wine 
s^rown  here.  The  line  approaches  the 
Rhine,  breaking  and  foaming  over 
rocks  near 

liheinfekien  Stat.  (^Inn :  Krone,  Post, 
saltwater  baths),  a  town  of  1 500  Inhab., 
surrounded  by  walls  and  closed  at 
cither  end  by  gates  in  the  true  Swiss 
fashion.  It  stands  on  the  L  bank  of 
the  Rhine,  here  crossed  by  a  covered 
wooden  bridge,  above  and  below  which 
the  rocks  in  the  river  bed  form  con- 
siderable rapids  and  falls.  The  town 
is  partly  built  of  fragments  of  Roman 
masonry  brought  from  the  ruins  of 
Augst.  Opposite  the  inn  is  a  hand- 
some fountain,  a  pillar  of  bronze,  sup- 
porting a  standardbcarer  with  the 
arms  of  the  town.  Duke  Bernard  of 
Saxe  Weimar  gained  a  battle  here  in 
the  Thirty  Years'  War  (1638)  in  which 
the  Due  de  Rohan  perished. 

The  success  of  Baron  v.  Glenck  at 
Schweitzerhall  (Rte.  1)  induced  se- 
veral companies  to  follow  his  example 
in  boring  for  salt.  Brine  was  reached 
in  1845  at  Rheinfelden  at  a  depth  of 
Ool  ft.,  and  below  it  was  a  bed  of 
rock  salt  80  feet  thick.  At  Ryburg, 
4  m.  to  the  E.,  the  salt  is  first  reached 
500  ft.  below  the  surface.  At  both 
places  the  brine  that  is  pumped  up 
is  almost  saturated,  containing  26  per 


cent,  of  salt.  Their  joint  produce  is 
124,000  cwt.  The  companies  are 
bound  by  similar  conditions  to  those 
described  in  Rte.  1. 

Sachiryjen  Stat,  has  a  fine  Ahbe^  Ck. 
with  2  towers. 

Klein    Lauffenburg  Sint.   connected 
by  a  wooden  bridge  with 

Lauffenburg  (Irm  :  Adler  (Aij^lo  , 
clean,  rather  dear),  a  town  of  9(ki 
Inhab.  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Rhine. 
The  river  flows  in  a  deep-snnk  chan- 
nel, rngs[ed  with  rocks  which  fret  its 
bright ^ue-green  waters;  it  is  here 
interrupted  by  more  rapids  and  falls, 
in  German  called  Lauffen,  whence  the 
name  of  the  place,  email  boats  can 
only  pass  them  by  unloading  their 
caries  above,  and  being  let  down 
gradually  by  stout  ropes,  held  by  men 
stationea  on  the  bank.  It  was  in 
descending  these  rapids  in  this  man- 
ner that  a  young  English  nobleman. 
Lord  Montague,  the  last  male  of  his 
line,  was  drowned — on  the  same  day 
that  his  family  mansion,  Cowdray,  in 
Sussex,  was  burnt  to  the  ground. 
The  accident  is  commonlvt  but  erro- 
neously, referred  to  the  fthine  fall  at 
Schaffnausen.  There  is  a  productive 
salmon-fishery  here. 

The  Fall  is  not  seen  from  the  stat. 

Waldshut  Junct,  Stat,  (Inns :  Rebstock 
(Vine),  clean  and  reasonable;  Ba- 
discherHof);  a  walled  town  of  10<.»«» 
Inhab.,  on  the  skirts  of  the  Black 
Forest  [The  Swiss  Junct.  Rly. 
crosses  the  Rhine  and  ascends  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Aar  to 

Turgi  Junct,  Stat.,  near  a  small  til- 
lage called  Coblenz  (Confiuentia) :  the 
Rhine  is  here  joined  by  the  Aar.] 

The  Schaffnausen  railway  leaves 
the  Rhine  and  proceeds  along  a 
tolerably  level  but  dull  and  un- 
interestins;  country,  enlivened  only  by 
occasional  distant' views  of  the  moun- 
tains. 

Thiengen  Stat. 

At  Erzingen  Stat,  the  Baden  terri- 
tory is  quitted,  and  soon  afterwards 
canton  Schaffhausen  is  entered. 

Neuhausen  Stat,  (on  the  rt.  bank 
— fnns:  Schweisser  Hof,  very  good 
pleasant  gardens    extending   to   th< 


Rhine,  and  fine 


view; 


the  obligini 


Switzerland. 
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landlord  has  acquired  the  excliuive 
right  of  fishing:  pension,  40  fe,  a  week, 
150  fir.  a  month.  BelleYue,  H.  and 
pensioD,  very  good,  [/nns  on  the  L 
Dank,  opposite  Neuhausen  —  H.  du 
Chiiteaa  de  Laufen ;  omnibuses  to 
Dschsen  Stat  H.  Witzig,  good  and 
cheap,  at  that  Stat. :  no  view.]  Bte.  9. 

FALLS  OF  THE   RHINE. 

Whether  the  traveller  stop  at  Neu- 
hausen Btat.  or  at  Daehsen  Stat,  he  will 
iind  the  utmost  facilities  for  viewing 
the  Falls  from  all  points.  He  may  cross 


the  stone  bridge  above  the  Falls,  and 
Tetum  by  Ferry  below  the  Falls. 
Our  advice  is  to  approach  them  first 
from  Laufen  Castle  on  the  1.  bank. 
Thus  nothing  will  be  seen  of  them 
nntil  they  are  at  once  presented  in 
their  most  magnificent  point  of  view. 

It  will  take  at  least  2  hours  to  see 
the  falls  properly. 

The  garden  of  the  CaHle  of  Laufen 
IS  situated  on  a  high  rock  overlooking 
the  fall;  a  charge  of  1  fr.  is  made  for 
^-ach  person  admitted  to  the  castle  and 
ihe  walks.  Here  is  also  a  print- 
room,  where  views  of  the  Khine, 
kc,  are  for  sale,  abo  maps  and 
tcnide-books.  There  are  several  plat- 
forms and  kiosks  in  the  gardens,  from 
which  views  of  the  falls  are  obtained, 
•ad  several  flights  of  very  rude  stone 
tad  wooden  steps  conduct  to  a  project- 


ing stag^,  or  rude  balcony,  of  stout 
timbers,  the  Fischetz,  thrown  out,  like 
the  bowsprit  of  a  ship,  from  the  vertical 
cliff  to  within  a  few  feet  of  the  fall.  It 
actually  overhangs  the  roaring  shoot, 
and,  though  perfectly  secure,  trembles 
under  the  mipulse  of  the  water. 
Here,  covered  with  the  spray,  the 
traveller  may  eigoy  the  full  gran- 
deur of  this  hell  of  icaters :  and  it  is 
only  by  this  close  proximity,  amidst 
the  tremendous  roar  and  the  uninter- 
rupted rush  of  the  river,  passing  with 
the  swiftness  of  an  arrow  above  his 
head  and  beneath  his  feet,  that  a  true 
notion  can  be  formed  of  the  stupen- 
dous nature  of  this  cataract  The 
best  time  for  seeing  the  fall  is  about  8 
in  the  morning,  when  the  iris  floats 
within  the  spray  (provided  the  sun 
shines),  and  by  moonlight.  The  river 
is  usually  most  full  in  the  month  of 
July.  The  Khinc,  above  the  fall,  is 
about  300  feet  broad;  the  height  of 
the  fall  varies  from  60  feet  on  one 
side  to  45  on  the  other;  but,  including 
the  rapids  above,  the  entire  descent  is 
not  less  than  100  feet  Two  isolated 
pillars  of  rock,  standing  in  the  middle 
of  the  stream,  divide  the  fall  into  3 
shoots.  Seen  from  behind,  these  pin- 
nacles appear  eaten  away  by  the  con- 
stant friction  of  the  water,  and  totter- 
ing to  their  fall;  yet,  thouc^h  the  rock 
is  soft,  the  waste  of  it  within  the  me- 
mory of  man  has  not  been  perceptible. 
The  river,  after  its  leap,  forms  a 
large  semicircular  bay,  as  it  were  to 
rest  itself;  the  sides  of  which  are 
perpetually  chafed  by  the  heaving 
billows.  Here,  in  front  of  the  fall, 
on  the  rt  bank,  stands  the  Castle  of 
Wdrth,  a  square  tower,  containing  a 
camera  obscura,  which  shows  the  fall 
in  another  and  a  very  singular  point 
of  view.  From  this  tower  to  the  foot 
of  the  rock  on  which  the  castle  of 
Laufen  stands,  boats  ply,  to  ferry 
visitors  across,  charging  ^  fr.  each. 
The  boats  are  much  tossed  about  in 
their  passage,  but  make  it  without 
risk.  The  boatmen  below  the  falls 
will  land  adventurous  traTellers  on 
the  central  rock  at  4  fr.  each;  and 
those  who  have  a  steady  head  mapr 
ascend  it,  and  view  the  fall  from  this 
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vantage-ground.  These  boatmen  ap- 
pear to  enjoy  a  monopoly,  and  are 
insolent. 

Arrangements  are  made  for  illumi- 
nating the  falls  by  night. 

The  discharge  of  water  at  the  Falls 
is  about  80,000  cub.  ft.  per  second. 
The  broken  nature  of  its  oed  is  such 
that,  during  the  low  waters  in 
the  early  spring  of  1843  and  1858, 
men  were  able  to  cross  it  by  leaping 
from  rock  to  rock.  An  iron  monu- 
ment commemorates  the  event. 

On  the  rocks  on  the  rt.  bank  are 
some  iron-works,  the  hammers  of 
which  are  worked  by  the  foil.  The 
buildings  and  smoky  chimneys  ma- 
terially injure  the  beauty  of  the  &U6. 
Immediately  above  the  Mis  is  the 
stone  bridge  of  the  SchafThausen  and 
Ziirich  Railway,  which  passes  near 
the  Castle  of  Laufen  and  the  falls. 
(Rte.  9.) 

It  is  a  fact  worth  noticing  that  no 
classic  or  ancient  author  mentions 
the  Rheinfall. 


ScHAFFHACSEN  Stat.  at  the  Ober- 
thor,  near  the  Promenade.  {Inns :  in 
the  town— Couronne,  fair,  not  far 
from  the  station;  Post  (Sohwam)} 
Lion.  On  the  S.  side  of  the  Bhinc, 
— Cerf  (Hirsch),  clean,  cheap.  For 
hotels  at  the  Pails  see  last  page.) 

SchafThausen  (8700  Inhab.,  Prot.) 
stands  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  just  above  the  spot  where 
the  rapids  and  falls  commence,  which 
render  that  river  unnavigable  as  far 
as  Basle.  It  was  original^  a  landing- 
place  and  magadne,  at  which  the 
portage  of  goods  began  and  ended, 
and  owes  its  origin  and  name  to  the 
boat  or  skiff  homes,  here  erected.  It 
is  distinguished  *  above  almost  every 
other  town  in  Switzerland  by  the  an- 
tique architecture  of  its  houses,  whose 
fronts  and  projecting  oriel  windows 
are  decorated  with  carvings  and 
stucco-work.  Many  of  them  were 
originally  entirely  covered  externally 
wi&  fresco  paintings,  but  of  these 
there ^  are  now  few  examples:  the 
house  called  Zum  Ritter,  nearly  op- 


posite the  Couronne,  is  one  of  the 
most  remarkable  of  ^ose  that  re- 
main. The  houses  or  halls  of  the 
ancient  Gtulds,  or  Zunfte,  are  worthy 
of  attention  on  account  of  their  quaint 
inscriptions  and  allusive  ornaments. 
The  wall  and  turreted  gateways  ot 
the  town  have  been  preserved^  and 
furnish  very  picturesque  subjects  for 
the  pencil  There  are  a  few  roann- 
factures  of  iron,  silk,  and  cotton.  The 
water  power  is  used  to  set  in  motion 
Urbines  for  turning  factory  ma- 
chinery. 

It  is  almost  exclusively  on  account 
of  its  vicinity  to  the  celebrated  Falls 
of  the  Bhine  that  Schaffhaasen  is 
visited.  It  has  little  resort,  except 
from  the  passage  of  travellers,  it  bein^ 
one  of  the  portals  of  Switxerla&d,  and 
there  is  litUe  within  the  town  to  de- 
serve notice.  On  the  height  above 
it  rises  the  Castle  called  Munnoth 
(Munitio?).  Its  tower  has  walls  of 
great  thickness  (18  feet),  built  in 
1564.  It  is  provided  with  bomb-proof 
casemates,  and  is  a  curious  specimen 
of  the  transition  style  of  fortification. 
There  are  subterranean  passages  under 
it.  The  whole  is  shown  (1  fr.  for  a 
small  party). 

Frederick  Duke  of  Tyrol  (Emptv- 
purse)  conveyed  away  Pope  /o^n 
XXTIT.  firom  the  justice  of  the  Council 
of  Constance,  1415,  and  kept  him  safe 
in  the  castle  of  Schaffhausen,  for 
which  he  was  placed  under  the  ban  of 
the  Empire. 

The  Minster — originally  the  Abbev 
of  All  Saints— was  founded  1052.  /( 
is  in  the  Bomanesque  style,  remark- 
able for  the  solidity  of  its  oonstrac- 
tion,  and  as  exhibiting  an  unal- 
tered  specimen  of  that  style.  The 
arches  of  the  nave  are  supported  bj 
single  circular  columns,  and  those  in 
the  centre  of  the  transept  by  squarv 
piers  of  the  most  massive  kind.  Thti 
cloister  attached  to  the  church  con^ 
tains  a  profusion  of  monuments  of  ibc 
magistrates  and  patrician  f^mlliesy  but 
everything  is  covered  with  plaster  aiuj 
whitewash. 

The  public  walks  (^f^sigtavb')  out] 
side  the  town  on  the  W.  side  com! 
maod  fine  views  of  the  Bhine,  &c. 
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There  are  baths  close  to  the  Rhine 
and  a  swimming-bath  in  the  river. 

The  To>en  Library  contains  the  coU 
lection  of  books  of  the  Swiss  historian 
Holler,  who  was  born  here;  also  a 
Mmnun  of  antiquities,  painted  glass, 
church  plate,  carvings,  &c.,  from  old 
eon?ents. 

RaUteaya  to  Winterthur  and  Zurich, 
to  Basle,  and  to  Constance. 

IHlifjenccs  to  Donaueschingen  and 
Freibarg  (on  the  road  to  Strasburg 
and  Frankfort). 
Onmibta  to  the  Falls  (1  fr.). 
The  Falls  of  the  Rhine  are  about 
3  miles  below  Schaffhausen.  They 
are  easily  accessible  by  the  2  rlys. 
N.  and  S.  of  the  river,  Neuhausen 
Stat,  on  the  N.,  and  the  Dach- 
sen  Stat,  of  the  Rly.  to  Ziirich,  being 
but  10  min.  from  the  falls.  There  are 
hotels  on  both  banks,  better  and  more 
convenient  than  those  of  Schaff- 
hausen. 


ROUTE  8. 

SCHAFFHArSEN  tO  CONSTANCK — UAIL. — 
LAKE  OF  CONSTANCE. 

There  are  2  routes,  both  rccom- 
m^-ndable.  A.  along  K.  bank  of  Rhine: 
riy.  5  trains  daily,  IJ  hr.  B.  road 
^lung  S.  side.  The  steamer  by  the 
iiier  has  ceased  to  run. 

A.  The  Railway^  on  the  N.  side  of  the 
A'itnrf,  takes  a  N.  direction  by  Iler- 
hUn^en  Stat,  to  Thayingen,  wnere  it 
enters  Baden  and  proceeds  to  the 
Lower  Xiake  near  Radolfszell. 

::in(fen  Stat, — (/«»,  Krone).  Near 
tkis  place  you  pass  at  the  foot  of 
B-MatwieL     The  castle  is  now  dis- 


mantled. The  lofty  rock  upon  which 
it  stands  gives  it  the  appearance  of 
an  Indian  hill-fort 

Badolfszell  Stat. — {Inn :  Poste,  good) 
— a  desolate  town,  with  a  fine  church, 
in  the  true  German>Gothic  style. 

The  scenery  is  exceedingly  agree- 
able, often  striking.  The  woo<ls  abound 
in  most  splendid  butterflies.  Collec- 
tions of  tnese  insects  may  be  bought 
at  Singen,  and  also  at  RadolfszelL 

Reichenau  Stat 

Traversing  the  isthmus  between  the 
Lower  Lake  of  Constance  and  the  bay 
of  Ueberlin|pen,  the  rly.  reaches  the 
Rhine  opposite  Constance,  having  first 
traversed  the  island  on  which  stands 
the  convent  (now  a  manufactory) 
where  John  Uuss  was  shut  up. 

The  Rhine  here,  suddenly  con- 
tracted from  a  lake  to  a  river,  is 
crossed  by  a  handsome  Iron  Bridge, 
which  also  gives  passage  to  the  high 
road,  in  order  to  reach 

Constance  Stat,     (See  next  page.) 

B.  The  Swiss  Road  runs  along  the  L 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  past  the  Nunneries 
of  Paradies  and  katherinethal,  the 
former  belonging  to  the  order  of  St 
Clara,  the  latter  of  St  Dominic;  but 
the  revenues  and  the  number  of  sisters 
in  both  are  now  much  reduced.  The 
Austrian  army  under  the  Archduke 
Charles  crossed  the  Rhine  at  Paradies 
1799. 

Diessenhofen — {Inn:  Adler). 

Waycnhausen — {Inn:  Ochse,  clean 
and  fair), 

[1.  A  little  off  the  road  Ues 

Stein  —  {Inns  :  Schwan  ;  Krone) 
— a  town  of  1270  Inhab.,  on  the  rt 
bank  of  the  Rhine,  belonging  to  Schaff- 
hausen, united  by  a  wooden  bridge 
with  a  suburb  on  the  1.  bank.  The 
Abbey  of  St,  George  is  a  very  ancient 
ecclesiastical  foundation.  The  o\^'ners 
of  the  ruined  castle  of  Hohenklingen, 
situated  on  the  rocky  height,  were 
originally  the  feudal  seigneurs  of  the 
town,  but  the  citizens  obtained  inde- 
pendence from  their  masters  by  pur- 
chase. 

3  miles  E.  of  Stein,  at  a  height  of 
between  500  and  600  feet  above  the 
Rhine,  are  situated  the  Qwxrriea  of 
(Ehningeny  remarkable  for  the    vast 
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abundance  of  fossil  remains  of  terres- 
trial and  fresh-water  animals  found  in 
them,  including  mammalia,  birds,  rep- 
tiles, fishes,  shells,  insects,  and  plants, 
some  of  them  identical  with  species 
now  living.  The  most  curious  disco- 
very is  that  of  the  perfect  skeleton  of 
a  fossil  fox,  made  by  Sir  Roderick 
Murchison:  a  very  large  tortoise  had 
previously  been  brought  to  light.  The 
beds  of  rock  in  which  the  quarries  are 
worked  consist  of  marls,  limestones, 
shales,  and  building-stone.  They  lie 
immediately  above  the  formation  called 
Molasse,  and  differ  in  their  organic 
contents  from  all  other  fresh-water 
formations  hitherto  discovered.! 

Above  Stein  the  Bhine  expanas  into 
a  lake  called  Untersee  (lower  lake) 
connected  again  by  the  Rhine  at  its 
upper  extremity  with  the  large  Lake 
of  Constance.  Feldbcich,  also  a  nun- 
nery, belonging  to  sistei*s  of  the  Cis- 
tercian order,  is  passed  before  reach- 
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Stechbom  (^Tnns:  Lowe;  Sonne). 
In  the  broad  pavt  of  the  Rhine, 
where  it  is  still  rather  a  lake  than 
a  river,  is  the  IsU  of  Jieichenati,  an- 
ciently famed  for  its  Benedictine  Mo- 
nastery, suppressed  in  1799,  founded 
by  one  of  the  successors  of  Charle- 
magne, of  which  the  Church  (partly 
Romanesque)  and  Treasury  remain. 
In  the  Treasury  are  to  be  seen  the 
shrine  of  St.  Fortunata,  an  ivory  cibo- 
rium,  a  cope,  a  crosier,  and  a  missal 
of  the  10th  century."— F.  S. 

Itznang,  a  small  village  on  the 
opposite  shore  of  the  river,  within  the 
territory  of  Baden,  is  the  birthplace 
of  Mesmer,  the  inventor  of  animal  mag- 
netism. 

Near  the  village  of  Berlingen  the 
pretty  chateau  of  the  Duchess  of  Dino 
appears;  and  a  little  further  that  of 
Arenenbergf  once  the  residence  of  the 
late  Duchess  of  St.  Leu  (Hortense, 
ex-Queen  of  Holland),  and  of  her  son 
Prince  Louis  (now  the  Emperor  Louis 
Napoleon),  before  he  made  his  at- 
tempt at  Strasbourg.  It  was  sold  in 
1843  to  a  Neuchatel  gentleman,  and 
more  recently  repurchased  by  the 
Emperor. 

The  Castle  of  GotUiehen,  on  the  1. 


of  the  road,  built  by  the  Bishops  of 
Constance  1250,  on  the  Rhine,  at  the 
point  where  it  enters  the  Untersee,  is 
remarkable  for  having  been  the  prison 
of  John  Huss  and  Jerome  of  Prague, 
who  were  confined  within  its  dungeons 
by  order  of  the  Emperor  Sigismund 
and  Pope  John  XXlII.  The  latter 
was  himself  transferred  a  few  months 
later  to  the  same  prison,  by  order  of 
the  Council  of  Constance.  The  build- 
ing is  now  the  property  of  Coant 
Beroldingen. 

Petershausen,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Rhine  opposite  Constance,  was  a  free 
abbey  of  the  Empire.  A  fine  iron 
bridge,  flanked  by  statues  of  Baden 
knights  and  bishops,  carries  both 
road  and  rly.  across  the  Rhine  to 

Comtawe  Terminus. 

Constance.  Tims:  Brochet  (IfecJd); 
Post  (Golden  Adler,*  highly  recom- 
mended) ;  Badescher  Hof ;  H.  Halm. 

The  Angler  can  find  no  better 
quarters  in  Switzerland  than  at  Con- 
stance for  lake  fishing. 

Constance,  a  city  of  9400  Inhab., 
instead    of   40,000,   which    it    once 
possessed,  is  remarkable  for  its  an- 
tiquitjr,  since  its  streets  and  many  of 
its  buildings  remain  unaltered  since 
the  15th  century.    Although  sit^iated 
on  the  1.  or  Swiss  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
it  belongs  to  Baden.    It  occupies  a 
projecting  angle    of  ground   at   the 
W.  extremity  of  the  Bodensee,   or 
lake    of   Constance ;    its     agreeable 
position    and    interesting    historical 
associations   make    amends    for    the 
want  of  life  perceptible  within    its 
venerable    walls.     It    has    of    late, 
however,   revived  considerably ;    the 
government  have  formed,  at  a  lar^ 
expense,  a  Port  on  the  lake,  which 
facilitates  the  navigation,  while  it  U 
an  ornament  to  the  town:  and  several 
manufactories  of  cotton  and  muslin 
have  sprung  up.    The  ancient  bishop- 
ric, numbering  87  bishops,  was  termi- 
nated in  1802,  and  in  1 805  Constance 
was  ceded  by  Austria  to  Baden. 

The  Cathedral  or  Minster  is  a  hand 
some  Gothic  structure,  founded  1052, 
rebuilt  in  the  16th  cent.;  the  towti 
with  spire  of  openwork  in  1860-57,  & 
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the  W.  end;  the  oak  doors  of  the  main 
portal  are  carved  with  reliefs  of 
the  Passion  of  our  Lord,  by  Simon 
Bainder,  1470.  The  nave  is  sup- 
ported by  sixteen  pillars,  each  of  a 
single  block,  and  dates  from  the  13th 
century.  The  spot  where  the  "  Arch- 
heretic  Huss'*  stood,  as  sentence  of 
death  by  burning  was  pronounced  on 
him  bynis  unrighteousjudges,  is  still 
pointed  out.  Robert  Efallam,  Bishop 
of  Salisbury,  who  presided  over  the 
English  deputation  to  the  council,  is 
buried  here,  in  front  of  the  high  altar, 
under  a  tomb,  which  is  very  remark- 
able, as  being  of  EnglWi  brass,  which 
is  fully  provra  by  the  workmanship. 
It  was  probably  sent  over  from  Eng- 
land by  his  executors.  He  wears  the 
Order  of  the  Garter.  Beneath  the  ch. 
is  a  very  ancient  crypf,  Two  sides  of 
the  ancient  *  Cloisters,  whose  arches 
are  filled  in  with  beautiful  tracery, 
are  yet  standing.  On  the  £.  side  of 
the  cathedral  is  a  chapel,  perhaps  a 
baptistery,  in  the  centre  of  which  is 
a  Gothic  Holy  Sepulchre. 

There  are  some  missals,  plate  relics 
in  the  Sacristy,  also  a  beautiful  Go- 
thic fireplace  and  piscina.  In  the 
Vestry'room  above  are  a  range  of  cup- 
boards or  presses  of  carved  oak,  none 
of  a  later  date  than  the  15th  century. 
There  is  a  beautiful  view  from  the 
tower  of  the  cathedral,  W.  over  the 
lake  and  mountains  of  Tyrol,  and  E. 
over  the  valley  of  the  Rhine. 

The  Dominican  Convent,  now  a  cot- 
ton-printing establishment,  is  the  place 
where  Huss  was  confined.  The  church 
forms  a  picturesque  ruin,  in  the  early 
style  of  German  Gothic.  The  cloisters 
are  perfect.  The  rlv.  crosses  the 
little  island  upon  which  this  building 
stands. 

In  the  ITall  of  the  Kaufhaus  (built 
1f>8S,]as  a  warehouse^  close  to  the 
lake,  the  Council  of  Constance  held 
some  of  its  sittings  1414-18,  in  a  large 
room  supported  by  wooden  pillars. 
That  famous  assembly,  composed,  not 
of  bishops  alone,  liice  the  ancient 
eouncils,  but  of  deputies,  civil  and 
ecclesiastical,  from  the  whole  of  Chris- 
tendom, including  princes,  cardinals 
(•iO),  patriarchs  (4),  archbishops  (20), 


bishops  (150),  professors  of  univer- 
sities and  doctors  of  theology  (200), 
besides  a  host  of  ambassadors,  inferior 
prelates,  abbots,  priors,  &c.,  was  con- 
vened for  the  purpose  of  remedying 
the  abuses  of  the  church.  It  exerted 
its  influence  in  curbing  the  Papal 
power,  by  deposing  the  infamous  John 
XXIIL  and  Ben^ct  XIII.,  and  by 
electing  in  their  place  Martin  V.  It 
was  by  the  act  of  this  council  that 
John  Huss  and  Jerome  of  Prague 
were  seized  and  executed,  in  spite  of 
the  safe-conduct  granted  to  the  tormer 
b^  the  Emperor  Sigismund,  the  pre- 
sident of  the  assembly. 

The  chairs  occupied  by  the  Em- 
peror and  Pope,  a  model  of  the  dun- 
geon, now  destroyed*  in  which  Huss 
was  confined  ;  it  is  of  the  same  size  as 
the  original,  and  in  it  the  actual  door 
and  other  fragments  have  been  incor- 
porated;—also  the  car  on  which  he 
was  drawn  to  execution;  the  figure  of 
Abraham,  which  supported  the  pulpit 
from  the  Minster,  and  which  tne 
people  mistook  for  Huss,  and  de- 
faced accordingly,  and  some  other 
relics  of  the  council,  still  remain  in 
the  hall,  besides  a  collection  of  Roman 
and  German  antiquities,  dug  up  in  the 
neighbourhood.  1  fr.  is  charged  for 
admission. 

The  Iwuse  in  which  ffuss  lodged, 
bearing  a  rude  likeness  of  him,  is 
pointed  out  in  the  Paul's  Strasse,  near 
the  Schnetzthor.  He  was  thrown  into 
prison,  soon  after  his  arrival,  in  the 
Franciscan  Concent,  now  a  ruin,  whence 
he  was  removed  to  a  more  irksome 
dungeon,  affording  scarcely  room  to 
move,  in  the  before-mentioned  Domi- 
nican Convent, 

The  field,  outside  of  the  town,  in 
the  suburb  of  Briihl,  in  which  he  suf- 
fered martyrdom,  with  a  fortitude 
which  moved  even  his  judges  and 
executioners  to  admiration — nay,  even 
the  place  where  the  stake  was  planted, 
are  still  pointed  out;  and  rude  images 
of  Huss  and  Jerome,  formed  of  clay 
taken  from  the  spot,  are  ofiered  for 
sale  to  the  stranger. 

Here  is  a  capital  Swimming  Bath 
at  the  Ecole  de  Natation  in  the  midst 
of  the  lake,  approached  by  a  lonf 
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plank  bridge,  at  the  end  of  which, 
stuck  up  in  laree  letters  visible  far 
off,  may  be  read  the  temperature  of 
the  waters. 

Excursions  may  be  made  hence  to 
Beichenau  (see  above),  Meinau,  and 
Heilig^nberg.  The  island  of  Meinau, 
about  4  m.  N.  of  Constance,  is  a  well- 
cultivated  little  estate,  with  no  want 
of  trees.  The  house  was  once  a  com- 
mandery  of  the  Knights  of  the  Teu- 
tonic Order.  It  was  purchased,  1853, 
by  the  Grand  Duke  of  Baden.  From 
the  terrace  of  the  garden  there  is  a 
magnificent  view  over  the  lake,  of  the 
mountains  of  the  Vorarlberg  and 
Appenzell,  among  which  the  Sentis 
is  pre-eminent  Meinau  is  approached 
by  a  wooden  foot-brid^  ^  m.  Ion?, 
connecting  it  with  the  shore;  there  is 
an  inn  on  the  island. 

From  I{ohenrain,  1  hour's  walk,  is 
a  fine  view  of  the  Alps. 

Railway  to  Schafifhausen  and  Basle 
(Baden  line). 

Diligences  or  steamer  to  Bomans- 
hom,  thence  by  rail  to  Ziirich  ;  — 
steamer  to  Borschach,  thence  bv  rail 
to  St.  Gall  or  Coire  (Railway  oirect 
to  Zurich  begun). 

Lake  of  Constance,  or  Boden  See, 
About  20  StearrAoats  navi^te  the 
lake  of  Constance.  The  Ume  and 
place  of  starting  are  promul^ted  in  a 
printed  tariff,  which  will  be  found 
nung  up  in  all  the  inns  near  the  lake. 
It  takes  2^  hours  to  go  from  Con- 
stance to  Lindau,  and  if  to  Borschach 
or  Friedrichshafen.  lYiedrichshafen 
to  Bomanshom  1  hr. ;  to  Borschach 
1^  hr.  Bomanshom  to  Lindau,  1^ 
hr.  The  steamers  take  carriages. 
The  numerous  stoppages,  and  the 
shifting  of  passengers  from  one 
steamer  to  another,  are  annoyances 
for  which  travellers  must  be  prepared. 
The  lake  of  Constance,  called  by 
the  Germans  Boden  See,  and  anciently 
kAown  to  the  Bomans  under  the  name 
Locus  Brigantinus  (from  Brigantia,  the 
modem  Bregenz),  is  bordered  by  the 
territories  of  5  different  states — ^Ba- 
den, Wiirtemberg,  Bavaria,  Austria, 
and  Switzerland;  and  a  portion  of  its 
coasts  belongs  to  each  of  them.    It  is 


about  24  m.  long,  from  Bregenz  to 
Constance,  and  16  from  Bregenz  to 
Friedrichshafen;  about  10  m.  wide  in 
the  broadest  part;  964  ft.  is  its  g^at- 
est  depth ;  and  it  abounds  in  fish,  of 
which  25  species  have  been  enume- 
rated.   It  lies  1385  ft  above  the  sea. 

A  telcCTaph  iron  cable  has  been 
sunk,  ana  works  between  Borschach 
and  Lindau  at  293  feet,  and  between 
Bomanshom  and  Friedrichshafen  is 
nearly  900  feet  in  depth. 

Its  main  tributarv  is  the  Rhine, 
which  enters  at  its  £.  extremity,  and 
flows  out  under  the  walls  of  Constance. 
The  accumulated  deposits  of  the  river 
have  formed  an  extensive  delta  at  tho 
upper  end  of  the  lake,  and  are  an- 
nually encroaching  farther. 

Its  banks,  either  flat  or  gently  un- 
dulating, present  little  beauty  of 
scenery  compared  with  other  Swiss 
lakes;  but  they  are  eminently  distin- 
guished for  their  fertility,  and  its  S. 
shore  is  studded  with  a  picturesque 
line  of  ruined  castles  or  mil-forts  of 
the  middle  apes. 

At  its  £  extremity  it  displays 
alpine  features  in  distant  glimpses  of 
the  snow-topped  mountains  of  v  orarl- 
berg,  but  tne  distant  Sentis  towers 
over  the  cultivated  slopes  which  border 
the  lake^  and  is  a  fine  feature  all  the 
way  from  Constance. 

Its  waters,  on  an  average,  are  lowest 
in  the  month  of  February,  and  highest 
in  June  and  July,  when  the  snows 
are  melting:  it  sometimes  swells  afoot 
in  24  hours  at  that  season. 


On  quitting  Constance,  to  the  rt  is 
the  suppress^  Augustine  convent  of 
Kreuzungen,  now  turned  into  an  agri- 
cultural school,  with  70  or  80  pupils. 
The  edifice  dates  from  the  end  of  the 
30  years'  war,  in  the  course  of  which 
the  preceding  building  was  destroyed. 

The  Church  possesses  in  a  side 
chapel  some  wood-carvings  by^  a 
Tyrolese,  representing  the  Passion, 
with  several  hundred  small  figures; 
also  a  vest  embroidered  with  pearls, 
the  gift  of  Pope  John  XXlI.  in 
1414. 

The  canton  of  Thursovia,  which, 
occupies  the  S.  shore  of  Uie  lake  from 
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Constance  to  Arbon,  is  distinguished 
for  its  surpassing  fertility.  Instead 
of  rocks  and  mountains,  and  alpine 
pastures,  the  characteristics  of  other 
parts  of  Switzerland,  this  canton  pre- 
sents richly-cultivated  arable  land, 
waving  with  corn  and  hemp  j  the  place 
of  forests  is  supplied  by  orchards;  it 
is,  indeed,  the  garden  and  granary  of 
Helvetia.  The  country  is  at  the  same 
time  thickly  peopled,  abounding  in 
Tillages  and  cheerful  cottages. 

The  nunnery  of  Miinsterlingen, 
about  4  m.  further,  was  suppressed 
in  1838,  and  converted  into  an  hos- 
pital. The  surviving  sisters  are  al- 
lowed to  occupy  one  wing  of  the 
building  during  their  lifetime.  The 
oid  convent  near  the  water  was  the 
scene  of  the  reconciliation  between  the 
Emperor  Sigismund  and  Duke  Fre- 
derick of  Austria,  1418. 

Romcmshom(Rte.  10)— (H.  Bodan) — 
Terminus  of  the  Rly.  from  Winterthur 
and  Zurich.  It  is  the  port  of  com- 
moaication  by  steamer  with 

FnedricJisIuifen,  on  the'N.  shore  of 
the  lake  (Inns:  Dcutsches  Haus,  at 
the  Rly.  station ;  Hotel  Nestle,  nearer 
the  steamers,  good  and  moderate ; 
Konig  von  Wiirtemberg;  Sonne; 
Krone),  Here  is  the  Villa  of  the 
King  of  Wiirtemberg,  in  which  he 
nsuaJly  passes  a  part  of  the  sununer, 
with  pleasant  Gardens.  The  rly. 
runs  down  to  the  side  of  the  steamer. 
At  Friedrichshafen  is  the  terminus  of 
the  Stattgard  Rly.,  which  joins  the 
Baden  Rly.  at  BruchsaL  See  Hand- 
book FOR  SoDTii  Germany-. 

Arinn  (iTms:  £j:entz;  Traube),  a 
walled  town  of  660  Inhab.,  close'  upon 
the  lake.  The  Romans  under  Au- 
gustus built  a  fort  here,  upon  the 
nigh  road  from  Augst  and  Windisch 
to  Bregenz,  which  they  called  Arbor 
Felix,  It  was  abandoned  by  them  to 
the  AHemanni  in  the  5th  century. 
The  Casikf  on  an  eminence  overlooK- 
ixig  the  lake,  was  built  1510,  but  its 
tower  is  said  to  rest  on  Roman  foun- 
dations. The  belfri/,  detached  from 
th«  church,  is  boarded,  not  walled,  on 
the  side  nearest  the  castle,  in  order 


that  no  force  hostile  to  the  lords  of 
the  castle  should  be  enabled  to  shelter 
themselves  in  it,  or  annoy  the  castle 
from  thence.  The  monk  of  St.  Gall 
is  said  to  have  died  at  Arbon  (640), 
and  the  place  was  a  favourite  residence 
of  Conradin  of  Hohcnstaufen. 

Lindau  (Inns:  Bayrischer  Hof; 
Krone)  is  the  terminus  of  the  Bava- 
rian Rly.,  5  hrs.  from  Augsburg.  See 
Handbook  for  South  Gkruany.     , 

Brejenz  (Inns :  Oesterreichischer 
Hof ;  Post  or  Goldener  Adler ; 
Schwarzor  Adler;  Krone),  the  chief 
place  in  the  Vorarlberg.  Pedestrians 
intending  to  travel  from  Switzerland 
into  the  Tyrol  may  find  it  a  good  plan 
to  pass  their  heavy  luggage  at  the 
Austrian  custom-house  here,  and  for- 
ward it  by  diligence  to  Innsbruck  or 
Botzen.  (See  Rte.  6G,  and  Handbook 
FOR  South  Germany), 

Rorschach  (Rte.  65).  Rly.  Terminus 
of  the  liailiatys  to  St  Gall  (Rte.  65) 
and  to  Coire  up  the  valley  of  the 
Rhine  (Rte.  66).  A  short  distance 
from  Rorschach  is  the  mouth  of  the 
Rhine,  £.  of  «vhich  is  the  Vorarlberg 
in  Austrian  territory. 
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ROUTE  9. 

SCIIJIFFHAUSEN  TO  ZURICH — RIIEIXFALL 
BAILWAY. 

Stations.  Eng.  m. 

SdudTIiausen. 

nacbaen  3 

Andelflngea     .    •    •    .    .  7 

Winterthur 18 

Effyetikon 34 

WttlUwllen 30  . 

Zurich 35 

The  Rly.  station  at  Schaffhausen  is 
Just  outside  the  town  on  the  S.AV. 
After  leaving  the  town,  the  rly.  con* 
tinues  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Rhine 
for  about  2  m.,  till  just  above  the 
falls,  when  it  turns  and  crosses  the 
river  by  a  very  lone  ttone  bridge. 
Immediately  afterwards  it  enters  a 
tunnel  and  passes  under  the  Castle  of 
Laufen.  On  emerging  from  the  tun- 
nel, which  is  short,  a  rapid  view  of 
the  falls  may  be  caught  on  the  rt. 

Dachsen  Stat.  (Hotel  Witzie)  is 
about  10  min.  walk  from  the  falls 
of  the  Rhine  and  Schloss  Laufen 
hotel.  (See  Rte.  7.)  The  rly.  keeps 
for  a  short  distance  on  the  cliffs  close 
to  the  Rhine,  but  high  above  it,  form- 
ing a  road  wonderfully  picturesque, 
and  then  quits  the  Rhine  and  pro- 
ceeds through  a  fertile  country  some- 
what uninteresting,  but  with  occa- 
sional iine  views,  towards  the  valley 
of  the  Thur,  making  a  great  bend  in 
order  to  cross  that  river  near 

Andelfingen  Stat, 

The  riir.  now  ascends  a  consider- 
able inelme,  in  order  to  cross  the 
ridee  between  the  valley  of  the  Thur 
and  the  valley  of  the  Toss,  and  affords 
a  fine  view  on  the  rt.  before  descend- 
ing into  the  broad  and  fertile  valley  of 
the  Toss. 

Winterthur  Junct,  Stat.—^Bvfti  at 
Stat.  Inns:  *Adler, nearest  the  Stat^ 
good;  Wilder  Mann,  good;— Sonne) 
—an  industrious  manuiacturing  town 
of  (^00  Inhab.  ^chiefly  Protestants), 
consisting  of  two  long  parallel  streets, 
crossed  by  eight  smaUer  ones  at 
right  angles.  The  New  School  is  the 
only  conq^uous  building. 

'the  TUfomaag  of  mnslin  and  the 


printing  of  cotton  are  the  most  thriv- 
ing braqches  of  industry  here. 

This  is  the  junction  station  of  the 
Rorschach  and  St,  Gall  line  with  the 
Roinanshom  line  (Rte.  10). 

After  leaving  Winterthur  the  rly. 
follows  the  rather  picturesque  valley 
of  the  Toss,  passing  rt  the  ancient 
Dominican  Convent  of  Toss,  on  the 
road,  now  converted  into  a  factory, 
the  chosen  retreat  of  the  Empress 
Agnes  after  the  murder  of  her  father, 
Albert  of  Austria.  Here  her  daughter- 
in-law,  St  Elizabeth  of  Hungary,  took 
the  veil,  and  died  in  the  odour  of 
sanctity :  her  monument,  with  the 
arms  of  Himgary,  is  visible  in  the 
existing  church.  The  cloisters,  built 
with  the  church  in  1469,  are  orna- 
mented with  fresco  paintings  of  Bible 
subjects. 

On  the  banks  of  the  Toss,  on  the 
1.  of  the  railroad,  and  nearly  4  m.  S. 
from  Winterthur,  rises  the  Castle  of 
Kyhurg^  memorable  in  history  as  an 
ancient  possession  of  the  House  of 
Austria,  inherited  1264,  on  the  failure 
of  the  line  of  powerful  Counts  of 
Kvburg,  who  flourished  between  the 
9th  and  1 3th  cents.,  bv  Rudolph  ot 
Habsburp^.  He  and  other  emperors 
often  resided  here,  and  kept  here  the 
regalia  of  the  empire.  It  passed  from 
them  1375,  yet  tne  Emp.  of  Austria 
still  retains  the  title  of  Count  of 
Kyburg.  From  1452  to  1798  it  was 
occupira  by  a  Zurich  bailiflT  (Land 
Yoght),  and  is  now  private  property. 
It  is  furnished  in  antique  style  ;  con- 
tains a  picture  gallery,  chamber  of 
torture,  and  old  chapel  with  original 
frescoes  on  its  walls.  Fine  view  from 
the  towers. 

The  rlv.  crosses  the  Toss,  and, 
quitting  that  river,  follows  another 
stream  into  the  valley  of  the  Glatt^ 
up  which  on  the  1.  there  is  a  fine  view 
of  Glarnisch  and  other  mountains. 

Wallisellen  Junct.  Stat. 

[Here  the  branch  rly.  up  the  manu- 
facturing valley  of  the  Glatt  to  Buti, 
and  thence  to  Coire  by  Wallenstadt. 
joins.] 

Shortly  after  leaving  Wallisellen  a 
long  tunnel  under  the  hill  of  Weid  is 
traversed;  on  emerging  fix)m   it  ihc 
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Limmat  is  crossed,  and  after  making 
some    rery   sharp    curves    the    rly. 
reaches 
Zurich  Terminus. 

ZiJRiCH.  —  Inns:  Hotel  Baur,  a 
large,  handsome,  comfortable  house, 
^th  a  reading-room :  and  a  2nd 
house,  a  auieter  hotel,  with  gar- 
den, and  all  JBoglish  comforts,  close 
to  the  lake,  with  a  fine  view,  called 
H.  Baar  au  Lac.  These  are  two  of 
the  best  Inns  in  Switzerland,  and 
M.  Baur  is  the  most  polite  and  atten- 
tive of  landlords.  Charges:  Table- 
d'hote  at  5,  4  frs.;  B.,  2  frs.;  rooms 
looking  over  the  lake,  3  frs.;  bougie, 
1  fr.;  sitting-room,  6  to  10  frs.  In 
the  reading-room  the  Times,  Galirinani, 
and  2  American  papers.  H.  Belle- 
vne,  on  the  lake,  very  good.  H.  BUharz, 
formerly  H.  Bellevue,  in  the  town. 
Schweizerhof,  on  the  river,  below  the 
bridge,  cheap.  Ztiricher  Hof  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Limmat,  view  of  the 
lake.  Schwerdt  (Epee).  Faucon, 
large  house.  Storck,  commerciaL 
There  is  a  good  caf^  restaurant  in 
the  Hotel  Baur. 

Passengers  taking  the  fast  morn- 
ing train  from  Frankfort  may  reach 
Zurich  in  the  day  without  stopping, 
or  even  changing  carriages  at  Basle. 
Zurich,  the  most  important  manu- 
facturing town  of  Switzerland,  and 
the  capital  of  a  canton  distinguished 
above  all  others  for  prosperous  in- 
dustry, has  20,000  Inhab.,  or,  includ-' 
ing  its   suburbs,   45,000,  nearly  all 
Protestants,  and  lies  at  the  N.  end 
of  the  lake  of  Ziirich,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Limmat,  just  where  it 
i&sues  out  of  the  lake  in  a  rapid  &nd 
healthful  stream,  clear  as  crystal,  and 
another  river,  the  Sihl,  flows  on  the 
TV.  side  of   the   town.     A  Roman 
station,  Tarioum  (?),  on  this  spot,  pro- 
bably gave  rise  bol^  to  the  town  and 
its  name.    The  canton  became  one  of 
the  Swiss  confederacy  in  1351.    The 
Hefbrmation  occasioned  more  bitter* 
ness  here  than  in  any  other  canton, 
and    the     domestic    quarrels    have 
always    been     very    violent.     The 
flourishing  condition  of  the  town  is 
visible  in   the    improvements  going 


forward  in  it,  and  in  the  number  of 
the  new  buildings  in  and  around  it. 
The  banks  of  the  Lake  (described  in 
Rte.  13)  and  the  Limmat,  and  all  the 
neighbouring  hills,  are  thickly  dotted 
over  with  houses,  now  united  with  the 
town  itself  by  the  removal  (in  1833) 
of  the  useless  and  inconvenient  ram- 
parts, and  forming  a  wide  circle  of 
suburbs.  Ziirich  was  the  scene  of  a 
battle  in  Sept.  1799,  when  37,000 
French  under  Massena  drove  out  the 
Russians  under  Korsakof,  and  com- 
pelled them  to  fall  back  upon  the 
Rhine  with  a  loss  of  8000  men. 

Apart  from  its  agreeable  situation, 
and  thriving  manuractures,  there  is 
not  much  to  be  seen  in  Zurich.  There 
are  no  fine  buildmgs  here:  that  of  the 
most  consequence  is  the 

*  Gross  Munster,  on  the  rt  bank  of 
the  Limmat,  surmounted  by  2  W. 
steeples.  It  is  venerable  mm  its 
age,  and  worthy  of  respect  from  hav- 
ing been  the  scene  of  Zwingli's  bold 
preachings  of  Reformadon  in  the 
church,  and  amendment  of  morals. 
It  is  a  massive  Romanesque  edifice 
of  the  11th  and  12th  centys. ;  very 
plain  within  and  without,  but  in- 
teresting in  the  eye  of  the  architect 
and  antiquary.  It  nas  no  W.  entrance, 
and  ends  square  to  the  £.  Its  nave  is 
supported  on  sauare  pillars  and  round 
arches:  beneath  it  is  a  very  perfect 
crypt.  See  its  very  fine  N.  doorway 
with  detached  shafts  and  the  acyoining 
cloisters  raised  upon  small  low  triple 
arches,  with  slenaer  columns  and  capi- 
tals of  various  patterns,  admirably 
carved. 

The  Frau  MUnster,  close  to  the  Min- 
ster Bridge  (13th  centy.),  and  the 
Barfusser  Kirohe  are  worthy  of  the 
arcnitect's  attention. 

The  house  in  which  Ztcinqli  passed 
the  last  six  years  of  his  ii(e  is  Ko« 
185  in  the  Grosse  Stadt. 

The  Ch.  of  St.  Peter  (with  the  large 
clock),  on  the  L  bank  of  the  Limmat, 
had  for  its  minister,  for  23  years, 
Lamtter,  the  author  of  the  renowned 
work  on  Physiognomy,  who  was  bom 
at  Ziirich.  On  the  capture  of  the 
town  by  the  French  army,  he  was  shot, 
within  a  few  steps  of  nis  own  door, 
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by  a  French  soldier,  to  whom,  bat 
two  minutes  before,  he  had  giyenwine 
and  offered  money,  and  whde  he  was 
in  the  act  of  assisting  another  soldier 
who  bad  been  woumfed.  A  high  re- 
ward was  offered  by  Massena,  the 
French  commander,  ror  the  discovery 
of  the  murderer :  but  Lavater  refused 
to  inform  against  him.  After  linger- 
ing through  three  months  of  excru- 
ciating agony,  Lavater  expired,  Jan.  2, 
1801,  at  the  parsonage  :  his  grave  is 
marked  by  a  simple  stone  in  the  church' 
yard  of  St.  Jitn«,  where  Ebel,  author  of 
the  Swiss  Guide,  and  Escher  von  der 
Xdnth  (Bte.  13),  are  also  buried. 

St,  Augustine%  a  well-restored  ch., 
contains  2  modem  frescoes  by  De- 
schwanden. 

The  Town  Library^  close  to  the  New 
stone  bridge,  in  a  building  formerly 
a  church  ( Wasserkirche),  contains,  in 
addition  to  45,000  printed  volumes  and 
MSS.,  100  Tols.  of  autograph  letters 
of  early  Reformers ;  3  Latin  letters  of 
Lady  Jane  Orey  toBuUinger,  in  a  beau- 
tifully clear  and  regular  hand — a  few 
grammatical  errors  have  been  re- 
marked in  them;  Zwingli's  Greek  Bible, 
with  marginal  notes  (chiefly  Hebrew) 
by  himself ;  a  Roman  inscription,  giv- 
ing the  ancient  name  of  Ziirich,  2Vt- 
otxn  ;  a  bust  of  Lavater,  by  Dcamecker; 
a  portrait  of  Zwingli  and  his  daughter, 
by  Hans  Asper ;  a  model  in  relief  of  a 
laree  part  of  Switzerland,  interesting 
and  superior  to  that  at  Lucerne ; 
some  very  curious  fossils  from  CEh- 
ningen,  including  one  described  by 
Scheuchxer  as  a  numan  skull,  though 
in  reality  a  portion  of  a  salamander — 
fossils  of  tne  Glarus  slate,  chiefly 
fishes,  from  the  Plattenberg.  Here 
are  placed  a  number  of  antiquities 
found  among  the  remains  of  Sicisa 
Lake  DtoeiUnga,  of  which  Professor 
KeUer  is  the  exponent 

The  Old  Arsenal  (Altes-Zeughaus), 
near  to  Baur's  Hotel,  contains  some 
ancient  armour ;  also  a  cross-bow, 
said  to  be  (  ?)  that  with  which  William 
Tell  shot  the  apple  from  his  son's 
head;  Zwingli's  battle-axe.  A  sword 
of  William  Tell,  and  a  battle-axe 
borne  by  Ulric  Zwingli  at  the  battle 
of  Kappel  (B.  16%  are  of  very  doubt- 1 


ful  authenticity:  though  the  ma- 
lice of  the  enemies  of  Zwingli  may 
have  led  to  the  assertion  that  ne  took 
active  part  in  the  fight,  it  is  believed 
thathe  assisted  his  countrymen  merely 
with  exhortations  and  consolations  of 
religion; — and  several  tattered  stand- 
ards, taken  by  the  Swiss  from  their 
enemies,  including  one  of  Charles  the 
Bold  of  Burgundy.  This  collection  is 
inferior  to  those  in  several  other  Swiss 
cantons. 

One  of  the  handsomest  modem 
building^  is  the  Polytechnic  Institute^ 
on  the  liill,  near  the  Great  Hospital, 
built  1865,  from  designs  of  Wolf  and 
Semper.    In  it  is  placed 

The  University t  esUblished  1832-3, 
when  many  professors,  expelled 
from  other  countries  for  their  poli- 
tical opinions,  repaired  hither  as 
teachers.  The  number  of  students 
is  270.  The  terrace  in  front  com- 
mands a  very  fine  view.  The  Library 
contains  many  original  MSS.  of  the 
early  reformers  ;  and  the  Museum  of 
Natural  History  some  good  specimens 
of  Swiss  minerals  and  fossils,  together 
with  the  Herbarium  of  John  Gessner, 
and  a  soological  collection. 

One  of  the  most  pleasing  features 
about  Ziirich  is  its  Promenades  and 
points  of  view.  One  of  the  best  of 
them  is  an  elevated  mound,  once  form- 
ing part  of  the  ramparts,  and  called 
*Cats'  Bastion  (Katz),  now  included  in 
the  Botanical  Garden,  which  is  prettily 
laid  out  in  walks  and  shrubberies,  and 
opened  to  the  public  without  restric- 
tion, a  privilege  not  abused  :  it  com* 
mands  a  delightful  view  of  the  town, 
lake,  and  distant  Alps.  Nothing  can 
be  more  delightful  than  the  view  at 
sunset  from  this  point,  extending  over 
the  smiling  and  populous  shores  of 
the  beautiful  lake  to  the  distant  peaks 
and  glaciers  of  the  Alps  of  Giarus, 
Uri,  and  Schwytz,  tinged  with  the 
most  delicate  pink  by  the  sinking 
rays.  The  most  prominent  and  in- 
teresting of  the  Alpine  peaks  seen 
from  this,  beginning  at  the  E.,  are  the 
Sentis  in  AppenzeU,  barely  visible ; 
Glamisch,  Dodi,  Klariden  m  Glarus, 
Achsenburg,  Rossberg,  and  Uri  Roth- 
stock.  The  collection  of  Alpine  Plants, 
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embracing  700  species,  well  deserves 
the  attention  of  botanists. 

The  Hohe  Promenade,  a  raised  ter- 
race, stretching  above  the  lake  from 
the  heights  E.  of  the  town,  also  com- 
mands a  good  view,  but  more  confined 
than  the  former. 

Knvirons,  a.  The  Gasthaus  Zur  Weid, 
1  hr.  walk  on  the  Baden  road,  com- 
mands a  magnificent  view  of  the  Alps, 
the  town,  and  the  vale  of  the  Lim- 
mat. 

6.  The  UetlUberg,  2792  ft.  5  m.  W.  of 
the  town,  one  of  the  Albis  range  com- 
mands a  complete  panorama,  and  is 
easily  accessible  in  I  h.  to  the  foot 
of  the  hiU  and  another  hour  to  the 
top.  The  Inn  on  the  top  is  good  and 
contains  10  rooms;  it  is  visiteid  for  the 
sake  of  the  view  at  sunrise,  but  should 
be  avoided  on  Saturday  evening,  when 
it  is  generally  crowded.  Pedestrians 
might  prefer  sleeping  there,  to  spend- 
ing an  idle  afternoon  in  Ziirich.  From 
the  Uetliberg  to  the  Albis  Inn  (Bte.  16) 
is  an  agreeable  walk  of  3  hrs. 

r.  On  the  triangular  piece  of  ground 
at  the  junction  of  the  Limmat  and  Sihl, 
N.  of  the  Rly.  Stat.,  planted  with  shady 
avenues,  is  a  simple  monument  to  the 
memory  of  Solomon  Gessner,  author 
of  *  The  Death  of  Abel,*  who  was  a 
native  of  Ziirich. 

Zurich  is  historically  remarkable  as 
the  place  where  the  Reformation  first 
commenced  in  Switzerland,  under  the 
guidance  and  preaching  of  Ulric 
Zwingli,  in  1519.  It  had  already,  at 
an  earlier  period,  afibrded  safe  and 
hospitable  shelter  to  Arnold  of  Brescia, 
when  driven  out  of  Italy  for  inveigh- 
ing against  the  temporal  power  of  the 
Pope.  It  was  the  asylum  of  many 
emment  English  Protestants  banished 
by  the  persecutions  of  the  reign  of 
Queen  Mary :  they  met  with  a 
friendly  reception  from  its  inhabitants 
during  their  exile.  The  first  entire 
English  version  of  the  Bible,  by  Miles 
Coverdale,  was  printed  here  in  1535. 

Ziirich  is  the  native  place  of  Ham- 
merlin  the  reformer;  of  Gessner  the 
poet,  and  Gessner  the  naturalist ;  of 
JLavater;  and  of  Pestalozzi  the  teacher. 

The    principal     Manufactures    are 


those  of  silk,  the  weaving  of  which 
occupies  many  thousands  in  the  tomi 
and  along  the  shores  of  the  lake. 
There  are  one  or  two  large  cotton- 
factories.  The  Papierhof  is  a  large 
paper  mill,  1  m.  8.  of  the  city  on  tno 
river  Sihl.  The  cotton  and  silk  goods 
made  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  in 
other  parts  of  the  canton,  are  the 
object  of  an  extensive  commerce  with 
Germany  and  Italy,  and  compete  in 
price  with  English  goods.  Mr.Escfaer^s 
large  manufactory  of  machinery  em- 
ploys 700  perjsons,  including  several 
English  overseers.  Most  of  the  iron 
steamers  plying  on  the  Swiss  lakes 
are  made  by  him,  and  boats,  engines 
and  all,  are  carried  in  pieces  by 
carts  over  the  St.  Gothard  to  the 
Italian  lakes.  Many  of  the  manu- 
facturers of  Ziirich  have  the  reputa- 
tion of  g^eat  wealth,  without  much 
polish ;  hence  the  expression,  "  Gros- 
sier  comme  un  Zurichois."  Those  in- 
habitants, however,  with  whom  the 
traveller  comes  in  contact,  are  certainly 
more  polished,  and  ready  to  oblige, 
than  the  generality  of  German  Swiss. 

The  modern  erections  include,  be- 
sides the  fine  Hospital,  an  Orphcm  Ifonse 
(Waisenhaus),  an  Asylum  for  blind 
and  deaf  (Blinden  Institut),  and  a 
stone  bridge  over  the  river. 

English  Service  on  Sundays  in  St. 
Ann's  Church. 

The  Museum  Club  contains  a  capital 
reading-room,  where  Galignani,  llic* 
Times,  John  Bull,  Examiner,  Athc- 
nseum,  and  Literary  Gazette,  Quarterly 
and  Edinburgh  Reviews  are  taken  in*; 
besides  more  than  300  of  the  best 
Continental  journals.  Travellers  can 
be  introduced  for  a  few  days  by  a 
member.    Open  8-12  a.m.  and  2-6  p.in. 

Those  who  enter  Switzerland  on 
this  side  will  do  well  to  provide  th<»in- 
selves  with  maps,  &c.,  here. 

Leuthold  (next  door  to  H.  Batir, 
speaks  English)  has  a  good  collec- 
tion of  guide-books,  maps,  prints,  sta- 
tionery, &c.  He  is  the  publisher  of 
an  excellent  map. 

Booksellers — Meyer  and  Zeller ;  Orell, 
Euessli  &  Co. ;  Schahelitz. 

Kerez,  chemist,  in  the  Wein  Platz, 
makes  up  English  prescriptions. 


SwUzerkuuL 
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Fierrer  is  well  recommended  as  a 
Toiturier  and  job*master. 

The  Post  Office  is  a  handsome  build- 
ing; faced  with  Doric  pillars,  near  the 
Fraa-Munster  Kirche,  opposite  H. 
Banr. 

Baths  in  the  lake  near  the  Bau- 
schanie,  the  parity  of  which  is  not  to 
be  surpassed. 

Baiiwat/a — To  Basle,  terminus  on 
the  Schiitaenplatz ;  to  Romanshom 
and  Schaffhausen ;  to  St.  Gall  and 
Rorschach;  to  Coire;  to  Berne;  to 
Zog  and  Lucerne  (Rte.  16),  hj  which 
the  Rigi  top  may  be  reached  in  about 
8  hrs.  from  Zfirich. 

Steamboats  go  many  times  a  day 
from  Zurich  to  Uie  other  end  of  the  lake 
(Bapperschwyl)  and  also  to  Schme- 
rikon  and  back  (Rte.  IS).  The  Bigi 
top  may  be  reached  from  Zfirich  in  9 
hnk,  and  Looeme  in  7  hrs.,  taking  the 
steamboats  to  Horgen,  and  afterwards 
across  the  lake  of  Zug  (Rte.  15)  ; 
but  the  Rly.  to  Zug  is  quicker. 


ROUTE  10. 

eOXAKniORN   TO  ZitRICH,  DV  WINTER- 
TllUn, — RAILWAY. 

Eng.  m. 


RonaiMlioni. 

WeinfeUen  SUt.     . 

.     •     14 

MUlbeim  SUL  .     . 

.     .     19 

Francafeld  Stot 

.     26 

Vinterihar  Stat     , 

.     .     35 

Waltisellen  StaU 

.     .     46 

Orllkoo  Stat      .    . 

.     .     48 

Z&rich  SUt  .    .    . 

.     .     &1 

liomanshom  (H6tel  Bodan),  terminna 
of  the  K.£.  Biy'4  <^d  station  for  the 
steamers  from  Friedrichshafen,  Lin- 
dau,  and  BreKenz  (Rte.  8),— a  small 
Tillage  on  the  utke  of  Constance.  From 


a  chiteau  on  the  heights  aboTe  it  there 
is  a  fine  view  over  the  lake  (Rte.  8). 

Weinfelden,  celebrated  for  its  wines. 
The  council  of  the  canton  Thurgau 
sits  here. 

IfUllheim. — A  wooden  tower  has 
been  erected  on  the  summit  of  Hohen' 
rain,  a  hill  near  this,  on  account  of 
the  extensive  view.    (See  p.  26.) 

Frauenfeld  —  {Inns :  Krone,  best : 
Hirsch) — the  chief  town  of  the  canton 
Thnrgovie  (Germ.  Thurgau),  has 
3956  Inhab.,  and  is  situated  on  the 
river  Murg,  which  sets  in  motion  the 
wheels  of  several  cotton,  dyeing,  and 
printing  mills.  It  is  a  mean  and  un  • 
interesting  little  place.  The  Casth^ 
on  a  basement  or  rock  fronting  the 
Murg,  was  built  in  the  11th  century, 
by  one  of  the  vassals  of  the  Counts  of 
Kyburg. 

On  a  hill  to  the  S.  of  the  town 
stands  the  Capuchin  Convent,  founded 
in  1595,  now  occupied  by  only  7  or  8 
brothers. 

^V%nterthwr  Junct  Stat,  (see  Rte.  9). 

Zurich  (Rte.  9).. 


ROUTE  12. 

ZtlBlOH  TO  BBBHE,  BAILWAT. 

Eng. 
Zurich. 

.    Dodea 15 

Aarau    .......    31 

Herzogenbachaeo  .     .    .    .    6S 

Berm    . SO 

Trains  in  4  to  5^  hrs. :  distance  about 
80  m.  The  road  is  very  circuitous: 
as  far  as  Olten  it  is  the  same  as  to 
Basle  (Rte.  6).  At  Olten  it  joins  the 
Basle  and  Berne  line  (Rte.  5). 

Berne  (Rte.  24). 


A  ft 
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Sect.  I. 


ROUTE  13. 

ZURICH  TO  RAGATZ,  BY  THE  LAKES  OP 
ZiilUCH  AND  WALLENSTADT. — RAIL. 

.   Whole  distance,  64  Eiig.  m. 

Eng.  m. 
Zurich. 

Rapperechwyl  (by  water)  about  19 
Uznach  (by  road  or  rly.)  .    „         9 

Weseo  (by  road  or  rly.)  .    „  11 

WaUehstadt  (by  rly.)      .    „  12 

Bagatz  (by  road  or  rly.)  .    „  13 

.  Those  who  wish  to  enjoy  scenery 
will  prefer  the  lake  to  the  rly. 

From  Zurich  (Rte.  9)  there  are  3 
or  4  trains  daily  each  way:  travellers 
have  no  difficulty  in  making  the  jour- 
ney partly  by  water  and  partly  by  rly., 
BO  as  to  arrive  at  fheir  journey  s  end 
by  daylight. 

10  or  12  Steamboats  traverse  the 
Lake  of  Zurich,  to  and  fro,  8  times  a 
day,  to  Rapperschwl,  in  2  to  2 J  hours. 
Steamer  also  once  a  day  to  Schmerikon 
and  back.  Some  of  the  steamers  zig- 
zag from  one  side  of  the  lake  to  the 
other,  to  take  in  and  let  out  passengers 
at  the  different  towns. 

{Diligences,  &c.,  at  Horgen  for  Zug 
and  Arth  on  the  way  to  the  Rigi 
(Rte.  15);  and  at  Richterswyl  for  Ein- 
siedeln  and  Schwytz.] 

The  Lake  of  Zurich  has  no  pre- 
tensions to  grandeur  of  scenery;  that 
must  be  sought  for  on  the  silent  and 
savage  shores  of  the  lakes  of  Lucerne, 
Brienz,  and  Wallenstadt  ;  but  it 
has  a  charm  peculiarly  its  own  — 
that  of  life  ana  rich  cultivation.  Its 
borders  are  as  a  beehive,  teeming 
with  population,  and  are  embellishea 
and  enlivened  at  every  step  by  the 
work  of  man.  The  hills  around  it 
are  less  than  3000  feet  above  the 
sea,  and  descend  in  gentle  slopes 
down  to  the  water's  edge  ;  wooded 
on  their  tops,  clad  with  vineyards. 


orchards,  and  gardens  on  their  slopes, 
and  carpeted  with  verdant  pastures, 
or  luxuriantly  waving  crops  of  grain 
at  their  feet.  But  the  principal  fea- 
ture in  this  landscape  is  the  number 
of  human  habitations :  the  hills  from 
one  extremity  to  the  other  are  dotted 
with  white  houses,  villas  of  citizens, 
cottages,  and  farms,  while  along  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  and  on  the  high 
road,  they  gather  into  frequent  clusters 
aroimd  a  church,  forming  villages 
and  towns  almost  without  number. 
Every  little  stream  descending  from 
the  hill  is  compelled  to  do  duty  by 
turning  some  mill ;  at  the  moutlis 
of  the  valleys  enormous  factories  are 
erected,  and  thus  the  shores  of  the 
lake,  on  either  side,  have  the  appear- 
ance of  one  vast  and  almost  uninter- 
rupted village. 

The  effect  of  this  lively  foreground 
is  heightened  by  the  appearance  of 
the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Sentis,  Dodi, 
and  Glamischf  which  are  seen  at 
different  points  peering  above  the 
nearer  hills.  The  charms  of  the 
Lake  of  Ziirich  inspired  the  Idylls  of 
Gessner :  they  are  celebrated  in  an 
ode  of  Klopstock,  and  in  the  prose 
of  Zimmermann.  The  lake  is  about 
26  miles  in  length  from  Ziirich  to 
Schmerikon,  and  not  more  than  3 
broad  at  the  widest  part,  between 
Stafa  and  WadenschwyL  The  princi- 
pal river  falling  into  it  is  die  Lin th, 
which  issues  out  at  Ziirich,  under  the 
name  of  Limmat. 

Scarcely  any  of  the  villages  or 
towns  on  the  lake  are  remarkable, 
except  as  the  seats  of  flourishing  in- 
dustry. A  few  only  of  the  principal 
places  are  enumerated  below,  vtixh 
their  distance  by  land  from  Ziirich. 
The  banks  are  *  distinguished  as  rt. 
and  1.,  in  reference  to  the  course  of 
the  Limmat. 

1.  The  high  ridge  rising  on  the  W. 
of  Ziirich,  and  bordering  the  lake  for 
more  than  12  miles,  is  the  Alhis, 

rt.  Kiissnacht — (/««:  Sonne) — a  vil- 
lage of  2114  Inhab.  ;  not  to  be  con- 
founded with  its  namesake  on  the 
Lake  of  Lucerne,  famous  in  the  his- 
tory of  Tell. 
1.  JiiiaLhli'.on:   beliind  this  are  the 


Sujitzericmd. 
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baths  of  N/delbadf  with  a  bath-house 
called  BeWoir,  340  ft.  aboye  the  lake. 

It.  Meilen — \lnns:  JjQvie  \  Sonne) 
— a  Terjr  considerable  village  of  3036 
Inhab.,  chiefly  silk-weavers,  with  a 
Gothic  church,  built  1490-9.  In  the 
lake  opposite  Meilen  the  first  disco- 
very of  those  ancient  lacustrine  dweU- 
iog-places,  which  have  attracted  so 
much  attention,  was  made  in  1854  by 
M.  Ferdinand  Keller,  of  Ziirich.  Their 
remains  consisted  of  hundreds  of 
wooden  piles,  of  weapons  of  stone 
and  of  bronze,  of  earthen  vases,  rudely 
woven  8tuf&,  and  bones  of  various 
animals. 

L  ThalvoyU-^Ifm:  Adler.)  An  ele- 
gant church  has  been  built  on  a  ter- 
race, whence  there  is  a  lovely  panorama 
of  the  lake,  with  the  mounts  of  Ap- 
pensell  and  Glams  in  the  background. 

Lavater  is  said  to  have  written  a 
portion  of  his  work  on  Physiognomy  at 
the  parsonage  of  the  village  of  Ober- 
Rieden,  about  3J  m.  farther  on. 

L  Horgen — (/»n«:  Meyerhof,  good, 
pleasant  garden;  Lowe,  clean).  Here 
^ssengers  bound  for  Lucerne  or  the 
Rigif  by  [way  of  Zug,  disembark  and 
cross  the  hills  (Bte.  15). 

L  Wadenschuryl — (/tmi;  Seehof,very 
fair) — -a  pretty  village  of  4357  Inhab., 
conuuning  silk  factories.  Above  it 
stands  the  castle,  formerly  residence 
of  the  bailiff  (oberamtman),  now 
private  property. 

L  Stchterswyl — (Inn :  Drei  Koni?e). 
Here  is  one  of  the  largest  cotton  fac- 
tories on  the  borders   of  the  lake. 
The  village  is  built  on  the  boundary 
line  of  cantons  Zurich  and  Schwytz ; 
behind    it,  the    road   to   Einsiedeln 
ascends  the  hills.    The  pilgrims  bound 
to  that  celebrated  shrine  usually  dis- 
embark here.  (See  Bte.  72.)  DUitjences 
thither  in  the  morning,  on  arrival  of 
steamers  in  2^  hrs.,  and  afternoon  to 
Schwyto.     Zmimerman  resided  here 
as  ph  vsician,  and  in  his  work  on  *  Soli- 
tu^      justly    praises    the    extreme 
beaaty  of  Richterswyl. 

rL  Stafa^Irma:  Krone ;  Sterne) — 
an  industrious  rillage,  the  largest  on 
this  side  of  the  lake,  with  3500  Inhab., 
by  whom  much  silk  and  cotton  are 
woren*     Gothe   resided    here  1797. 


The  extremity  of  the  lake  beyond  this 
lies  out  of  the  limits  of  the  canton 
Zurich.  It  has  been  calculated  that 
the  number  of  inhabitants  on  each  of 
its  banks,  hence  to  the  town  of  Zurich, 
a  distance  of  16  miles,  is  not  less  than 
12,000. 

On  approaching  Rapperschwyl  (see 
next  pa?e)  and  its  long  bridge,  the 
pretty  Jjttle  isle  of  Aufnau  becomes 
a  conspicuous  feature  and  ornament 
to  the  landscape.  It  has  some  cele- 
brity as  the  retreat  and  burial-place 
of  UlricVon  Hutten,  a  Franconian 
knight,  the  friend  of  Luther  and 
Franz  of  Sickingen,  distinguished 
equally  for  his  talents  and  chivalrous 
bravery,  but  withal  a  bit  of  a  roue. 
His  satirical  writings  contributed  not 
a  little  to  the  spread  of  the  Re- 
formation, but  raised  up  against  him 
such  a  host  of  enemies  that  he  was 
forced  to  fly  from  the  court  of 
Charles  V.,  and  take  refuge  from 
their  persecution,  first,  with  Franz  of 
Sickingen,  and,  after  his  death,  in 
this  little  island.  Zwingli  had  pro- 
cured for  him  an  asylum  here,  in  the 
house  of  the  curate,  where  he  died  a 
fortnight  after  his  arrival  (1523),  at 
the  age  of  36.  He  was  buried  by  a 
faithM  friend,  but  all  record  of  the 
spot  in  which  he  lies  has  long  since 
disappeared. 

Tne  Bridge  of  Happersc/ucyl  is  one 
of  the  longest  in  the  world :  it  ex- 
tendi from  the  town  to  a  tongue  of 
land  on  the  opposite  side,  completely 
across  the  lake,  a  distance  of  4800 
ft.,  or  more  than  ^  of  a  mile.  It  is 
only  12  ft  broad,  is  formed  of  loose 
planks  laid  (not  nailed)  upon  piers, 
and  is  unprorided  with  railmg  at  the 
sides,  so  that  only  one  carriage  can 
safely  pass  at  a  time.  It  was  origin- 
ally constructed  by  Leopold  of  Aus- 
tria, 1358  :  the  existing  bridge  dates 
from  1819. 

A  small  stone  pier  has  been  thrown 
out  into  the  lake  at  Kapperschwyl,  a 
little  below  the  bridge,  outside  the 
gate  of  the  town,  to  receive  passengers 
and  merchandise  from  the  steams 
boat.  A  Federal  Arsenal  has  been 
built  here. 
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The  Railway  runs  quite  away  from 
the  Zurich  Lake  by 

Wallisellen  Junct.  Stat  (Bte.  9), 
where  the  line  to  Winterthur  diverges 
1.;  next  by  Diibendorf  and  Nanikon, 
following  the  Glatt  Thai,  a  valley 
teeming  with  manufacturing  industry ; 
and  passing 

U»ter  Stat,  and  Wetzikon  Stat,,  re- 
markable for  the  lacustrine  deposits 
found  in  the  neighbourhood,  espe- 
cially at  Robenhausen  by  the  small 
Pfamken  See.  Rude  structures  have 
been  found  6  ft.  below  a  layer  of 
peat,  and  with  them  bones  of  :)  spe- 
cies of  urochs;  also  chamois,  bisons, 
beavers,  boars,  &c.,  with  remains  of 
apples,  pears,  and  cherries.  View  of 
Alps  of  Glarus,  near 

Bubikon  Stat.  1.  rises  the  Bachtel 
(3444  ft.  high),  with  an  Inn  on  its 
top. —  View.  The  Rly.  does  not  ap- 
proach the  Lake  of  Zurich  until  near 

rt  Rapperschicyl  Stat.  (Inns :  H. 
du  Cyg^e  (Ruber's),  good  and  civil 
landlord  ;  D.  2  fr.  50  c,  D.  apart 
3  fr.,  B.  1  fr.  50  c,  Br.  1  fr.  ;— H. 
du  Lac; — Freihof,  in  the  town). 
This  is  a  very  picturesque  old 
town,  in  canton  St.  Gall  (2500  In- 
hab.),  stiU  partly  surrounded  by 
walls,  and  surmounted  by  an  Old 
Castle  (Der  Grafenburg).  The  Church 
contains  some  antique  sacred  vessels. 
Near  it,  from  the  terrace  called  Lin- 
denhof,  a  fine  view  is  obtained.  It  is 
about  19  m.  from  Zurich,  and  the  same 
distance  from  Wesen.  Koads  run  from 
hence  to  St.  Gall,  and  across  the  bridge 
to  Einsiedeln  (Rte.  72);  Rly.  to  Glarus 
(Rte.  74). 

N.E.  of  Rappcrschwyl  is  a  moun- 
tain called  the  Bachtel  (3674  ft.), 
with  a  small  inn  at  the  top,  which  is 
visited  for  the  sake  of  the  waters  at 
Gyrenbad  and  of  view — inferior  to 
that  from  the  Rigi,  yet  commanding 
an  extensive  panorama.  The  summit 
is  most  conveniently  reached  from  the 
Rati  Stat.  (Rte.  14)  in  about  2^  hrs. 
Mines  of  lignite  are  worked  at  Diim- 
ten  and  Koepfnach  at  the  foot  of  the 
Bachtel. 

Schmerikon  Stat.  (^Inn:  Ross),  at  the 
£.  extremity  of  the  Lake  of  Zilrich. 
The  castle  of  Qrynau,  on   the  rt, 


stands  on  the  Linth,  a  little  above  its 
entrance  into  the  lake.  Pedestrians 
will  find  the  towing-path  along 
the  Linth  canal  shorter  than  the 
carriage-road  from  Schmerikon  to 
Wesen. 

Uznach  Stat,  {Inn:  zum  Linth-hof, 
very  fair)  —  a  small  town  of  1293 
Inhab.,  on  an  eminence,  the  sum- 
mit of  which  is  occupied  by  a  small 
square  tower  of  the  ancient  castle 
and  by  that  of  the  church.  Diligence 
to  Lachen,  Einsiedeln,  Schwytz,  and 
Brunnen  on  the  Lake  of  Lucerne. 
There  are  mines  of  brown  coal  at 
Oberkirch,  about  a  mile  from  Uznach, 
in  a  hill  1500  ft  high.  Near  Uznach 
is  an  Immense  cotton-mill,  driving 
24,480  spindles,  and  having  100  win- 
dows on  each  side.  It  is  supplied 
with  water  from  a  mountain- torrent 
descending  immediately  behind  it 

Soon  after  leaving  tiznach,  the  val- 
ley of  Glarus  opens  out  into  view, 
with  the  snowy  mountains  near  its 
head,  a  very  beautiful  prospect  Oat 
of  this  valley  issues  the  nver  Linth, 
an  impetuous  torrent  fed  by  glaciers, 
and  carrying^  down  with  it  vast  quan- 
tities of  deoris,  which  had  accumu- 
lated to  such  an  extent  25  years  ago, 
that  its  channel  was  obstructed,  and 
its  bed  raised  many  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  lower  part  of  the  valley. 
From  this  cause  arose  repeated  and 
most  dangerous  inundations,  which 
covered  the  fertile  district  on  its  banks 
with  stone  and  rubbish,  and  converted 
the  meadows  into  a  stagnant  marsh. 
Nearly  the  entire  valley  between  the 
lakes  of  Zurich  and  Wallenstadt  was 
reduced  to  a  desert,  and  its  inhabit- 
ants, thinned  in  numbers  by  annual 
fevers,  arising  from  the  pestilential 
exhalations,  abandoned  the  spot  The 
valley  of  the  Linth  was  relieved 
from  this  calamity  by  Mr.  Conrad 
Escher,  who  suggested  to  the  Diet,  in 
1807,  the  ingenious  plan  of  digging  a 
new  bed  for  the  waters  of  the  Linth, 
and  turning  it  into  the  lake  of  Wal- 
lenstadt, in  whose  depths  it  mieht  de- 
posit the  sand  and  gravel  ivnich  it 
brought  down,  without  doing  any 
damage.  He  at  the  same  time  pro- 
posed to  improve  the  issues  of  Uie 
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lake  of  Wallensiadt  by  digeinfi^  a  na- 
Tigable  caniJ  from  it  to  tne  lake  of 
Zurich,  80  as  to  carry  off  the  waters 
of  the  Linth,  and  the  other  streams 
falling  into  it,  and  cause  it  to  drain 
the  intervening  vaUey,  instead  of  in- 
undating it.  This  important  and  use- 
ful pnbuc  work  was  completed  by 
Escber  in  1822,  and  has  been  attended 
ititb  perfect  success.  In  consequence 
of  it  the  ralley  is  no  longer  sterile 
and  unwholesome,  and  the  high  road 
to  Wesen,  which  was  often  cut  off  and 
broken  np  by  inroads  of  the  river,  is 
now  earned  in  a  straight  line  along 
its  rL  bank.  Immediately  opposite 
the  opening  of  the  valley  of  the  Linth, 
at  whose  extremity  the  mountains  of 
Glarus  now  appear  in  all  their  gran- 
deur, a  simple  Monumental  Tablet  of 
black  marble  has  been  let  into  the 
face  of  the  rock  by  the  roadside,  to 
the  memory  of  the  public-spirited 
citizen  who  conferred  this  great  bene- 
fit  on  the  surrounding  country.  He 
earned  from  it,  in  Mldition  to  his 
name,  the  title  Fon  der  Linth,  the  only 
title  which  a  republic  could  properly 
confer,  and  of  which  his  descendants 
may  be  more  proud  than  of  that  of 
count  or  baron.  The  total  cost  was 
60,000^.  The  Linth  is  here  crossed 
by  a  bridge  called  Ziegelbriicke,  over 
wluch  runs  tiie  road  to  Glarus.  (Rte. 
74.)  Kear  it  are  a  cotton  manu- 
factory and  an  establishment  for  the 
education  of  the  poor  of  the  canton 
Glarus.  It  is  called  the  Linth  Co- 
lon*j,  because  it  owes  its  origin  to 
a  colony  of  40  poor  persons,  after- 
wards mcreased  to  180,  who  were 
brought  hither  by  charitable  indivi- 
diuJsfrom  the  over-peopled  villages 
of  the  canton,  and  setted  on  this  spot, 
inrhich  was  the  bed  of  the  Linth  pre- 
vious to  Escher's  improvements,  in 
order  to  reclaim  it  by  removing  the 
atones  and  rubbish,  and  rendering  it 
fi  t  for  cultivation.  They  were  lodged, 
fed,  and  allowed  a  small  sum  for 
wages,  the  expense  being  defrayed  by 
rabscription.  After  having,  by  these 
means  and  by  the  correction  of  the 
Linth,  described  above,  restored  the 
▼alley  to  a  state  fit  for  agriculture, 
and  having   been   saved  Uiemselves 


from  starvation,  in  a  season  of  scarcity, 
they  were  dismissed  to  seek  their  for- 
tunes with  some  few  savings  to  begin 
the  world;  and,  what  was  of  more 
importance,  with  industrious  habits, 
which  they  had  learned  while  settled 
here.  In  the  school  which  now  re- 
places the  colony,  40  children  from 
6  to  12  are  taught,  and  teachers  are 
also  instructed. 

The  Bailway  runs  by  the  side  of 
the  Linth  Canal. 

Ziegelbriicke  Stat. 

Wesen  Junct,  Stat,  is  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  village  and  lake. 
Here  the  rly.  to  Glarus  branches  rt. 
(Rte.  74). 

Wesen  {Ltns :  H.  zum  Speer,  on  the 
height,  clean  and  comfortable ;  I'Epee) 
is  a  village  of  about  500  Inhab.,  at 
the  W.  extremity  of  the  lake  of  Wal- 
lenstadt,  and  in  the  midst  of  scenery 
of  great  magnificence. 

The  ascent  of  the  Speer  is  made  in 
3^  hrs.  from  Wesen:  it  commands  a 
noble  view.  From  the  summit  the 
traveller  may  reach  Nesslau  in  the 
Toggenburg  (Rte.  71)  in  2^  hrs. 

There  is  an  interesting  pass  without 
any  difficulties  from  Wesen  toWildhaus 
(Rte..  7 1 )  in  the  Toggenburg.  It  crosses 
the  ridfe  between  the  Leistkamm  and 
the  Gulmen,  and  may  be  accomplished, 
including  the  ascent  of  the  Gulmen, 
in  7  or  8  hours*  walking.  [A  car- 
riage may  be  hired  from  Wesen  to 
the  Rigi  by  way  of  Einsiedeln  (Rte. 
72).  The  road  turns  out  of  that  to 
Ziirich  at  the  Lm,  Zum  Escher  Linth, 
crosses  the  canal,  andproceeds  through 
a  pretty  country  by  Galgenen  and  La- 
chen  (Ox,  a  good  inn),  where  it  falls 
into  the  route  from  Rapperschwyl.] 


LAKE  OF  WALLEMSTADT. 

(More  properly  Wallensee.  48  ft. 
above  Lake  of  Zurich.) 

The  Railway  is  carried  along  the 
S.  shore,  through  10  tunnels  lighted 
by  opening^  cut  through  the  rock. 
Ijie  1.  side  of  the  carriage  should  be 
taken. 

There  is  no  carriage-road  on  eiil 
side  of  the  lake. 
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Freyious  to  the  construction  of  the 
Linth  canal,  the  only  outlet  for  the 
lake  of  Wallenstadtwas  a  small  stream 
called  the  Magg,  which  encountered 
the  Linth  after  a  course  of  about  2 
miles,  and  was  arrested  by  the  debris 
and  stones  brought  down  by  that 
river,  so  that  not  only  were  its  waters 
often  dammed  up  behind,  but  the  sur- 
face of  the  lake  was  raised  several 
feet  above  its  ordinary  level,  in  con- 
sequence of  which  they  overflowed 
the  valley  both  above  and  below  it, 
and  laid  the  villages  of  Wallenstadt, 
at  the  one  end,  and  Wesen,  at  the 
other,  under  water  for  many  months 
during  the  spring.  By  £scher*s  cor- 
rection of  the  course  of  the  Linth,  its 
waters  are  now  carried  into  the  lake, 
where  they  have  already  formed,  by 
their  deposit  of  mud  and  gravel,  a 
delta  nearly  half  a  mile  long.  Another 
canal,  deep  and  protected  at  the  side 
with  strong  dykes,  now  supplies  the 
place  of  the  Mafg,  and  m'ains  the 
like  of  Wallenstam  into  that  of  Zurich. 

The  lake  of  Wallenstadt  is  about 
12  miles  long  by  3  broad;  its  scenery 
is  grand,  but  somewhat  wanting  in 
variety,  and  therefore  not  equal 
to  that  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne. 
Its  N.  shore  consists  of  colossal 
cliffs  of  lime  and  sandstone,  regu- 
larly stratified,  and  so  nearly  preci- 
pitous t^at  there  is  room  for  no  road, 
and  only  fDr  a  very  few  cottages  at  their 
base,  while  their  steep  surface,  almost 
destitute  of  verdure,  gives  to  this  lake 
a  savage  and  arid  character.  The  S. 
side  consists  of  more  gradually  sloping 
hUls  covered  with  verdure  and  over- 
topped by  the  tall  bare  peaks  of  more 
distant  mountains.  Here  there  are 
several  villages,  and  a  very  i^>ugh  and 
irregular  path  runs  alon^  it.  The  lake 
has  the  reputation  of  bemg  dangerous 
to  naviffate,  on  account  of  sudden  tem- 
pests; out  in  this  respect  it  does  not 
differ  from  other  mountain  lakes*  In 
Jan.  1851,  however,  the  steamer  was 
submerged  bjr  a  squall,  and  every  soul 
on  board,  14  in  all,  perished.  It  was 
fished  up  from  a  great  depth. 

The  precipices  alone  tne  17.  bank 
vary  between  2000  and  3000  feet  in 

eight,  and  the  stranger  is  usually 


surprised  to  learn  that  above  them 
are  situated  populous  villages  and  ex- 
tensive pastures  crowded  with  cattle. 
Such  a  one  is  the  village  of  Amden, 
containing  3000  Inhab.,  nearly  2500 
feet  above  the  lake,  with  a  church, 
gardens,  and  orchards.  It  is  ap- 
proached by  one  narrow  and  steep 
path,  which  may  be  traced  sloping 
upwards  from  Wesen  along  the  face 
of  the  mountain.  Several  waterfalls 
precipitate  themselves  over  this  wall 
of  rock,  or  descend,  by  gashes  or  rents 
in  its  sides,  into  the  lake;  but  they 
dwindle  into  insignificance  by  the  end 
of  summer,  and  add  no  beauty  to  the 
scene.  The  principal  ones  are  the 
Beyerbach,  900  feet  nigh  (above  which 
lies  Amden),  and  the  Seerenbach,  1200 
feet  high. 

The  hamlet  of  St.  Quinten  is  the 
only  one  on  this  side  of  the  lake. 
At  the  mouths  of  the  streams  and 
gullies,  on  the  opposite  (S.)  side  there 
are  numerous  villages,  such  as  Terzen 
and  Quarten,  whose  names  clearly 
refer  to  the  ancient  military  occupa- 
tion of  this  district  by  the  Komans. 

The  rly.  on  quitting  Wesen  Stat., 
and  leaving  rt.  the  Ime  to  Glams, 
twice  crosses  the  Linth  Canal,  and 
is  then  carried  along  the  S.  side  of 
the  Wallenstadt  Lake,  whose  preci- 
pitous rock  sides  are  penetrated  by  9 
tunnels.  In  the  intervals  and  through 
the  embrasures,  grand  views  of  the 
lake.    At 

Miihlehom  Stat.  (Here  is  a  homely 
little  InnJ)   A  boat  can  be  hired  here. 

Murg  Stat.,  at  the  mouth  of  a  small 
valley. 

Near  this  a  lar?e  cotton-factorv 
has  been  built  B^iind  it  rises  the 
mountain  Miirtschenstock.  Its  sum- 
mit, 7270  feet  high,  apparently  in- 
accessible, is  traversed  tnrough  and 
through  by  a  cavern,  which,  though 
of  larffe  size,  looks  from  the  lake 
like  tne  eye  of  a  bodkin.  The 
hole  is  best  seen  when  abreast  of 
the  village  of  Miihlehom;  by  those 
not  aware  of  the  fact,  it  might  be 
mistaken  for  a  patch  of  snow.  This 
peak  is  said  to  oe  a  favotirite  resort 
of  chamois. 
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The  K.E.  extremity  of  the  lake  is 
bounded  by  the  7  pictaresqne  peaks  of 
the  Sieben  Chnrfirsten,  or  jKurfursten. 
At  their  feet  lies 

WaiUmstadt  Stat,— Inns:  Aigle  d*Or, 
near  the  lake,  tolerable ;  Hirsch  (Cerf, 
or  Foste) — a  scattered  township  of 
800  Inhab.;  nearly  ^m.  from  the  lake, 
of  which  it  coomiands  no  Tiew.  The 
flats  of  the  valley  around  and  above  it 
are  marshy,  and  the  neighbourhood 
was  formerly  yery  unhealthy,  so  long 
as  the  irregularities  of  the  Linth  ob- 
structed the  passage  of  the  waters  of 
the  lake,  w  allenstadt  is  a  dull  place, 
and  travellers  have  no  need  to  stop 
here. 

FA  steep  and  rugged  path  by  the 
siae  of  the  Churfirsten,  conmianding 
magnificent  views,  leads  over  the  Hin- 
terruckin  6  brs.  toWildhaus  (Rte.  71), 
whence  Appenxell  may  be  reached  in 
another  day  (Bte.  68 


lay 


There  is  considerable  beauty  in  the 
scenery  of  the  valley  of  the  Scez. 
There  are  rich  iron-mines,  interesting 
to  visity  in  the  Gonzen  Mount  above 
Seex;  their  yearly  yield  is  50,000  cwt. 
As  the  ore  is  hematite,  everything  is 
reddened  that  belong  to  the  miners, 
even  their  cats.  A  good  climber  will 
enjoy  a  scramble  to  the  top  of  the 
Gonzen,  one  of  the  finest  panoramic 
views  of  the  Bin  class.  A  ladder  of 
50  steps,  chained  against  the  face  of  a 
cliff,  has  to  be  surmounted. 

Mels  Stat.  (Jfin;  ♦Krone).  The  rly. 
enters  the  valley  of  the  Bhine  near 

Sargans  Junct.  Stat.,  some  way  from 

Sargans — (^Inns :  Rossli ;  Lowe),  a 
picturesque  old  town  of  723  Inhab., 
on  an  eminence  surmounted  by  a 
casUe,  near  the  junction  of  the  roads 
from  St.  Gall  and  Zurich  to  Coire. 
It  stands  upon  the  watershed  di- 
viding the  streams  whieh  feed  the 
Rhine  from  those  which  fall  into 
the  lake  of  Wallenstadt ;  and  this 
natural  embankment  is  so  slight 
(about  200  paces  across  and  less  than 
20  feet  high)  that,  as  the  deposits 
brought  down  by  the  Khine  are  con- 
stancy raising  its  bed,  it  is  not  impos- 
sible, though  scarcely  probable,  that 
the  river  may  change  its  course,  re- 
linquish its  present  route  by  the  lake 


of  Constance,  and  take  a  shorter  c  ut 
by  the  lakes  of  WaUenstadt  and  Z*^  - 
nch.    It  was  calculated  by  Escher  von 
der  Linth,  from  actual  measurements, 
that  the  waters  of  the  Rhine  need  rise 
but  19^  feet  to  pass  into  the  lake  of 
WaUenstadt;   and  it  is,  indeed,  re- 
corded that  the  river,  swollen  by  long 
rains  in  1618,  was  prevented  taking 
this  direction  only  by  the  construction 
of  dams  along. its  banks.     Geologists 
argue,  from  the  identity  of  the  de- 
posits of  gravel  in  the  valley  of  the 
Upper  Rhine  with  those  in  the  vale 
01  Scez,  that  the  river  actually  did 
pass  out  this  way  at  one  time.     The 
rly.  from  Ziirich  by  Winterthur,  St. 
Gall,  and  Rorschach  fulls  in  here. 

The  remainder  of  this  route  up  the 
valley  of  the  Rhine,  by 

Bagaiz  Stat.  (Rte.  66)  to 

Coire  Terminus,  is  described  in  Rte. 
66. 


ROUTE  15. 

ZURICH  TO  LUCERNE  AND  THE  RIGI,*  BY 
HORGKN,  ZUG,  AND  IMMENSEE. 

£ng.  ta.    hn.  mln. 
Zilrlch. 
Horgen  (steamer) .     .    9    =s    I 
Zug  (diligence)      .     .13^^    8( 
Iinmcnsee  (steamer)  .    6    »    1 
Kilssnacfat  (diligence).    2i  =         30 
Lucerne  (steamer)      .    6    ss         30 

35    s=    7      0 
The  Rly.  from  Zurich  to  Zug  and 
Lucerne  is  quicker  (Rte.  16.) 

This  is  a  very  pleasant  expedition 
in  fine  weather.  The  times  above  given 
are  those  actually  occupied,  including 
stoppages,  which  are  of  course  consi- 
deraole.  Passengers  can  book  through 
from  Ziirich,  and  have  no  trouble  with 
their  luggage,  fere  7  fr.  40.  The 
steamers  are  so  arranged  as  to  meet 

*  See  Map,  farther  on. 
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for  road),  and  6  to  return  the  same 
daj;    10  fr.   to    descend  next  daj 
by     the   same   road;  with  a  drink- 
money  of  1  fr.  or  2  fr.  a-dav  to  the  boy 
who  leads  the  horses.    A  porter,  to 
carry  baggage,  6  fr.  and  3  to  return. 
A  horse  may  be  hired  for  6  fr.  up  to 
the  conyent  of  Maria  zum  Schnee, 
below  which  is  the  steepest  part  of 
the  ascent.  Chaises  a  parteur  may  be 
procured  for  ladies  who  do  not  like  to 
ride  or  walk,  and  each  bearer  receives 
6  fr.  up  or  9  tr.  up  and  down.    At 
Weggis  and  elsewhere  a  boy  to  show 
the  path,  who  will  canr  a  light  knap- 
sack, maybe  hired  for  1^  or  2  fr.  In  the 
height  of  summer,  when  the  concourse 
of  visitors  is  immense,  those  who  are 
anxious  nmy  send  up  a  telegraphic  de- 
spatch from  Zurich  or  Lucerne  (charge 
1  fr.)  to  secure  beds  at  the  Rigi-kulm 
inn,  and  for  a  frtino  extra,  before  start- 
^i^gr*  you  may  ascertain  the  number  of 
the  room  secured  for  you.  The  pedes- 
trian, unless  he  desire  to  be  relieved  of 
his  baggage,  has  not  much  need  of  a 
guide,  as  the  paths  are  most  distinctly 
marked,  and  are  traversed  by  so  many 
persons  that  he  can  scarcely  miss  his 
way.    To  those  who  ride  on  horse- 
back, the  man  who  leads  the  horse 
will  serve  as  guide. 


a.  Ascent  from  Goldau,  or  At'th, ' 

hn.  min.    - 
Goldan.  or  Arth 

Unter  DlicliU  .     ...    1       0 
Maria  zum  Schnee    .    .    0     60 

Staffel 0      46 

Kttlm 0     40 

Goldau  (Rte.  17)  may  be  reached 
from  Arth  in  20  min.  by  omnibus.  It  is 
generally  preferred  as  a  starting-point, 
and  all  tnings  considered  it  is  the 
best,  because  the  ascent  from  Arth, 
before  it  joins  the  Goldau  track,  is 
steeper  and  more  difficult  for  horses. 
There  is  an  advantage  in  ascending 
the  Rigi  from  this  side,  because  the 
path  runs  along  a  deep  gully  in  the 
interior  of  the  mountam,  the  sides  of 
which  protect  the  traveller  from  the 
afternoon  sun  (a  thing  of  importance), 
and  shut-out  all  view  until  the  summit 
is  reached^  where  it  bursts  at  once  I 


upon  the'sight:  the  other  paths  wind 
round  the  exterior  of  the  mountain. 

From  Goldau  the  path  strikes  at 
once  from  the  inn  of  the  Cheval  Blanc 
up  the  side  of  the  mountain;  at  first 
across  fields  strewn  with  blocks  from 
the  Rossberg,  which,  by  the  force 
acquired  in  their  descent  down  one 
side  of  the  valley,  were  actually  car- 
ried up  the  opposite  slope. 

Near  a  small  public-house,  called 
Unter  Dachli,  where  the  guides  usually 
stop  to  g^ve  breath  to  their  animafs 
and  a  glass  of  schnaps  to  themselves, 
the  patn  was  very  steep,  but  has  lately 
been  improved. 

This  IS  a  good  point  for  surveying 
the  fall  of  the  Rossberg  in  the  vale 
of  Goldau  below.    The  long  train  of 
rubbish  thrown  down  by  that  convul- 
sion can  be  traced  stretching  across 
to  the  lake  of  Lowertz,  which  it  partly 
filled  up  (see  Rte.  17).     The  steep 
footpath  from  Arth  f&lls  into  our  road 
here.    Here  begin  **  the  Stations,'*  a 
series  of  13  rude  pictures  fastened 
upon    poles,    each    representing    an 
event  in  our  Lord's  Passion,  which 
lead  up  to  the  pilgrimage  ch.  Mary- 
of-the-Snow    or    KUisterli.     At    the 
chapel  of  Malchus,    containing    the 
Bearing  of  the  Cross,  the  path  from 
Lowertz  falls  into  our  route,  and  soon 
afterwards  there  is  a  steep  path  on 
the  rt.  leading  towards  the  Culm, 
but  avoiding  Maria  zum  Schnee  and 
the  Staffiel.  Pedestrians  sometimes  go 
that  way,  but  the  track  is  ill-marked 
and  the  ground  so  rough  that  it  is 
generally  found  to  take  more  time 
than  the  regular  path. 

Maria  zum  Schnee  is  a  little  ch.  much 
frequented  by  pilgrims,  especiidly  on 
the  5th  of  August,  on  account  ot  the 
indulgences  granted  by  the  Pope  at 
the  end  of  the  17th  century  to  all  who 
make  this  pious  journey.  Afiyoining^  it 
is  a  small  hospice^  klosterli,  inhabited 
all  the  year  by  3  or  4  Capuchin  bro- 
thers, who  do  the  duty  of  the  church, 
being  deputed  by  the  fraternity  at 
Arth  on  this  service.  The  church  is 
surrounded  by  a  jnoup  of  inns  and  pen* 
sions,  the  best  of  which  (the  Sonne  and 
Schwerdt)  are  sometimes  resorted  to 
by  inyalids,  who  repair  hither  to  drink 
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goat's  whej,  and  might  even  afford  a 
homeljr  loci^^g  to  travellen  benighted 
or  imable  to  find  room  in  the  two  inns 
on  the  top  of  the  monntain :  the  others 
are  pablic-houses,  chieflj  occupied  hy 
pilgrims.  A  yery  steep  road  and  a 
very  long  half-hour's  walking,  up 
sloping  meadows,  brings  the  tra- 
Teller  to  the  inn  called  Rigi-StaffeL 
(See  below.) 

The  ascent  from  Arth  is  by  a  steep 
path  which  £dls  into  the  Goldau  path 
in  about  an  hour,  as  above  mentioned. 

b.  Ascent  from  Immensee, 

This  track  is  rather  less  steep,  and 
about  a  mile  longer,  than  that  from 
Arth  or  Goldau;  but  as  it  lies  in  great 
part  along  a  projecting  ridse  or  spur 
of  the  mountain,  it  is  mu<m  exposed 
to  the  afternoon  son,  and  therefore 
Tery  hot.  Those  who  have  not  dined 
at  the  inn  at  Immensee  may  find  good 
bread,  milk,  butter,  &c,  at  a  neat 
chalet  below  the  steeper  part  of  the 
ascent.  About  half  wav  up  this  joins 
the  path  from  Kussnacht. 

c.  Ascent  from  Kussnacht 

Kussnacht  is  reached  by  steamer 
from  Lucerne,  and  the  ascent  requires 
'5  hrs.  to  mount,  2^  to  descenoL  A 
male-path,  aslong  as  that  from  Goldau, 
and  in  some  places  more  steep.  A  toll 
is  paid  on  this  road  for  mules.  By  a 
detour  of  -J  an  hour,  Tell's  Chapel  (see 
Bte.  17)  may  bo  risited  in  going  or 
returning.  Leaving  Kiissnacht  and 
passing  on  the  L  the  ruins  of  Gessler's 
Castle  (Rte.  17),  the  path  is  carried 
in  zigxags  up  the  steepest  part  of  the 
mountain,  through  forests,  and  across 
the  pastures  caUed  Seeboden.  The 
lake  of  Lucerne  is  in  sight  almost  the 
whole  way.  The  horse-path  emerges  on 
the  brow  of  the  hill  in  firont  of  the  Staffel 
inn,  but  a  steep  foot-path  strikes  off 
to  the  L  some  distance  below,  and 
leads  direct  to  the  very  top. 

d.  Ascent  from  Weggis. 

hn.'  min. 

Heillgenkrentz.    ...  1  0 

KalOMl 1  0 

Staffel 0  40 

Xnkn 0  40 


It  is  best  to  descend  from  the  Bigi 
top  to  Weggis,  and  there  take  the 
steamer. 

Weggis.  Inns:  Eintracht  ([Con* 
cordia) ;  Lowe  (Lion) — a  small  village 
on  a  Uttle  ledge  at  the  foot  of  £e 
Bigi,  on  the  lake  of  the  Four  Can- 
tons, is  the  spot  where  those  who 
approach  the  Bigi  by  water,  from 
Lucerne,  land.  It  supports  more  than 
40  horses,  and  guides  in  corresponding 
numbers.  The  steamer  to  and  from 
Lucerne  and  Fliielen  touches  here  6 
times  daily  rf  hr.).  A  bad  path, 
winding  rouna  the  foot  of  the  Bigi, 
connects  Weggis  with  Kiissnacht;  but 
the  chief  conmiunication  is  carried  on 
by  water. 

The  horse-path  up  the  Bigi  from 
Weggis  is  steeper  than  the  three 
preceding:  2^  hrs.  up;  1}  down.  It 
strikes  up  the  mountain  immediately 
opposite  the  landing-place,  and  keep- 
ing to  the  rt.  winds  along  the  outside 
of  the  mountain,  in  constant  view  of 
the  lake,  passing,  first,  the  little  chapel 
of  HeUigonkreutz  (Holy  Cross),  and 
then  leading  up  to  a  singular  natural 
arch  (caUedHochstein, or Felsenthor), 
formed  by  2  vast  detached  blocks  of 
nagelflue  (pudding-stone),  holding  sus- 
pended a  third,  beneath  which  the  path 
IS  carried.  These  broken  fragments 
serve  to  illustrate  the  tendency  which 
this  rock  has  to  cleave  and  split,  and 
to  this  cause  may  be  attributed  a  sin- 
gular torrent  of  mud,  which,  in  the  year 
1795,  descended  frt)m  the  flank  of  the 
Bigi  upon  the  village  of  Weggis,  de- 
stroying 30  houses  and  bunring  nearly 
60  acres  of  good  land.  It  advanced 
slowly,  like  a  lava-current,  taking  a 
fortnight  to  reach  the  lake,  so  uat 
the  innabitants  had  time  to  remove 
out  of  its  way.  It  is  supposed  to 
have  been  produced  by  springs,  or 
rain-water,  percolating  the  cracks  of 
the  nagelflue,  and  converting  the 
layer  oi  clay,  which  separates  it  from 
the  beds  beneath  it»  into  soft  mud. 
Had  there  been  any  great  fracture  in 
the  nagelflue,  it  is  probable  that  a 
large  portion  of  the  mountain  would 
have  given  way  and  slipped  down 
into  the  lake,  since  the  strata  of  the 
Bigi  slope  at   a    very  steep   angle. 
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Had  this  been  the  case,  a  catastrophe 
similar  to  that  of  the  Bossberg  might 
have  ensnecL  As  it  was,  the  softened 
clay  was  squeezed  out  by  the  weight 
of  the  superincumbent  mass  of  the 
mountain,  and  formed  this  delu^  of 
mud,  traces  of  which  are  still  visible 
on  the  side  of  the  mountain. 

A  little  beyond  the  arch  the  path 
begins  to  turn  to  the  1.  or  N,,  and  then, 
at  the  point  where  the  branch-path 
diverges  to  Klosterli,  comes  to  the  Cold 
Bath  (kaltes  Bad),  where  a  source 
of  very  pure  cold  water,  41°  Fahr., 
issuing  out  of  the  rock,  supplies  the 
bathing  establishment  of 

RiGi  Kaltbai),  4727  ft  (3310  ft. 
above  Lake  of  Lucerne),  a  handsome, 
well-furnished  Hotetf  affording  every 
comfort  and  accommodation  for  140 

fuests;  house  well  warmed;  table- 
'hdte,  and  good  cook;  a  fine  healthy 
situation,  overlooking  the  lake,  and 
sheltered  from  the  N.  and  W.  (break- 
fast at  8,  dinner  at  12,  tea  at  4,  supper 
at  8).  Beading-room,  Baths  and 
whey.  Post  to  and  from  Lucerne 
daily.  Telegraph  stat  The  season 
is  from  June  to  the  middle  of  Sep- 
tember. The  society  is  chiefly  Ger- 
man, and  good.  Walks  to  the  Kan- 
zeli,  fronting  Pilatus  (10  min.),  and  on 
to  the  Bothstock,  ejand  sunset  view, 
1}  hr.;  to  the  Kuhn,  1  hr.;  to  Klos- 
terli,  I  hr.;  to  the  Dossen,  1}  hr. ;  to 
Bigi  Scheideck,  2  hrs.;  to  the  Sta- 
lactite Caves  on  the  road  to  Fitsmau, 

1  hr.;  to  Weggris,  1}  hr.;  to  Arth, 

2  hrs. 

In  the  olden  time  it  was  the  custom 
for  patients  at  the  Kaltbad  to  lie  down 
in  tne  bath  with  their  clothes  on,  and 
afterwards  to  walk  about  in  the  sun 
until  they  dried  on  the  back;  but  this 
method  is  no  longer  regarded  as 
essential  to  effect  a  cure.  Close  to 
the  cold*bath  is  a  little  chapel  dedi- 
cated to  the  Virgin,  to  which  pilgrims 
repair,  and  in  which  mass  is  daily  said 
for  the  shepherds  on  the  Big^. 

The  spring  is  called  the  Sisters' 
Fountain,  from, a  tradition  that  3  fair 
sisters  sought  refuge  here  from  the 
pursuit  of  a  wicked  and  tyrannical 
Austrian  bailiff,  and  spent  the   re- 


mainder of  their  days  amidst  the  clefts 
of  the  rocks  in  the  exercise  of  piety. 

The  path,  after  leaving  the  Kaltbad, 
keeps  a  N.W.  direction  till  it  reaches 
the  S.W.  angle  of  the  mountain,  leav- 
ing on  the  left  of  the  path  some  pro- 
jecting spurs,  which  furnish  admirable 
points  or  view,  in  some  respects  supe- 
rior to  that  from  the  summit.  Then 
turning  N.£.  across  pastures,  the  path 
reaches  the  Staffel  (see  below). 

Whatever  route  may  be  chosen  for 
the  ascent,  there  can  bie  no  donbt  that 
the  descent  should  be  made  to  Weg- 
gis.  The  varied  and  exquisite  views 
of  the  Lake  of  Lucerne  and  the  oppo- 
site ranges  of  Uri  and  Unterwalden 
are  often  found  to  leave  a  more  per- 
manent impression  than  the  panorama 
from  the  summit. 


e.  Ascent  from  Gersau, 
(Bte.  18.)  ^  hrs. 

Crossing  the  meadows,  and  by  a  cas- 
cade of  the  Boehrlibach,  and  amongst 
huge  blocks  of  fi&llen  rock,  the  little 
inn  of  Unter  Geschwand  is  reached 
( If  hr.).  After  passing  the  chapel  of 
SL  Joseph,  and  taking  care  to  keep 
to  the  1.,  the  baths  and  hotel  are 
reached  of 

Jiigi  Scheideck,  which  accommodates 
1 50  visitors.  Magnificent  view,  partly 
differine  from  that  from  the  Kulm. 
Many  pleasant  walks.  The  Scheideck 
is  3  hrs.  from  Gersau,  and  thence  in 
1  hr.  Maria  zum  Schnee,  on  the  Gol- 
dau  track,  is  reached. 

There  are  several  other  paths  up 
the  Bigi  more  or  less  fit  for  horses; 
one  of  the  most  interesting  is  that  to 
Fitznau,  From  the  Sta£felhaiis  this 
path  diverges  1.,  passing  a  waterfall, 
behind  which  is  a  cavern,  the  vesti- 
bule of  which  is  100  ft.  deep,  and  it 
is' said  to  lead  to  others  penetrating; 
through  the  mountain.  In  jFitmau  on 
the  lake  of  Lucerne  is  a  neat  little 
Inn.  The  daughters  of  the  houso 
are  good  singers.  Thence  by  boat  in 
1  hr.  to  Buochs.  Another  way  is 
from  Lowerts  (Bte.  17). 
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Stanmit  of  the  Rigi, 

All  the  principal  paths  conrerge 
and  unite  in  front  of  the  Staffeihaits, 
a  tolerable  inn,  cheaper  than  the  Kulm, 

ferhapsy  but  kept  by  the  same  family, 
t  is  ^  an  hour*s  walic  below  the  Knlm, 
and  it  is  a  bad  plan  to  stop  short  of 
it,  since  those  wno  rest  here  must  ^et 
op  half  an  hour  earlier  next  morning 
if  they  wish  to  catch  the  sunrise  from 
the  top. 

The  Kuim,  or  culminating  poii^t  of  the 
Rigi,  is  an  irregular  space  of  ground 
of  some  extent,  destitute  of  trees,  but 
covered  with  tur£  A  few  feet  from  the 
top  stands  the  /nn,  a  group  of  large 
buildings,  affording  go^  accommoda- 
tion, considering  the  height,  which  ex- 
ceeds that  of  the  most  elevated  moun- 
tain in  Britain,  being  5910  ft.>bove  the 
sea  level,  and  4270  ft.  above  the  Lake 
of  Lucerne.  An  enormous  building 
was  added  in  1857,  containing  a  vast 
salle-a-manger,  and  many  other  rooms. 
Unfortunately  it  is  so  near  the  top, 
and  so  high,  as  partially  to  interfere 
with  the  view.  CAar^^s.*  teaorbreak- 
fiut,  l^F.  fr.;  supper  (}  hr.  after  sun- 
set), without  wme,  4  f r. ;  bedroom, 
S  fr.;  servants,  1  fr.  ^  About  20,000 
persons  are  said  to  visit  this  hotel  in  a 
year !  The  arrangements  are  generally 
good,  but  complaints  of  inattention 
and  incivility  are  sometimes  made. 
It  is  fair  to  remember  that  the  constant 
pressure  of  a  crowd  of  hungry  and 
unpatient  guests  must  try  to  the 
verv  ntmost  the  patience  and  activity 
of  tbe  entire  household.  Travellers  not 
on  foot  should  bring  cloaks  with  them, 
as  the  cold  is  often  intense;  and  the 
thermometer  marking  76^  in  Lucerne 
at  midday,  was  37°  on  the  Rigi  at  sun- 
set, and  31°  at  sunrise.  The  house  is 
warmed  with  stoves  even  in  summer. 
The  following  notice  is  hung  up  in 
every  room  : — **  On  avertit  MM.  les 
Strangers  qu'il  est  defendu  de  prendre 
les  couvertures  de  lit  pour  sortir  au 
sommet;'*  a  threat  which  seems  more 
likely  to  have  suggested  than  pre- 
vented the  commission  of  so  comfort- 
able an  offence.  In  1855  the  landlord 
paid  for  a  piece  of  ground  on  which 
thf   new  building  stands  (96  ft.  by 


'  55  ft.),  no   less  than  54,000  fr.,  or 
more  than  2000/.  to  the  canton. 

During  the  height  of  summer, 
when  travellers  are  most  numerous, 
the  Kulm  inn  is  crammed  to  over- 
flowing every  evening;  numbers  are 
turned  away  from  the  doors,  and  it 
is  not  easy  to  procure  beds,  food,  or. 
even  attention.  In  the  evening  the 
guests  are  collected  at  a  table-ahote 
supper;  after  which  most  persons  are 
glad  to  repair  to  rest.  It  takes  some 
time,  however,  before  the  hubbub 
of  voices  and  the  trampling  of  feet 
subside ;  and,  not  unfrequently,  a 
few  roystering  German  students  pro- 
long tneir  potations  and  noise  far 
into  the  night  The  beds,  besides, 
are  not  very  inviting  to  repose;  and 
are  often  damp,  though  of  the  thou- 
sands who  annually  visit  the  Rin 
none  ever  appear  to  suffer  from  it. 
Whether  the  inmate  have  slept  or 
not,  he,  together  with  the  whole 
household,  is  roused  about  an  hour 
before  sunrise  bv  the  grating  sounds 
of  a  long  wooaen  horn,  which  is 
played  until  every  particle  of  sleep  is 
dispelled  from  the  household.  Ttien 
commences  a  general  stir  and  com- 
motion, and  everybody  hastens  out 
with  shivering  limbs  and  half-open 
eyes  to  gaze  at  the  glorious  prospect 
of  a  sunrise  from  the  Rigi.  Fortu- 
nate are  they  for  whom  the  view  is 
not  marred  by  clouds  and  rain,  a 
very  common  occurrence,  as  the  leaves 
of  the  Album  kept  in  the  inn  will 
testify.  Indeed  the  following  verses 
describe  the  fate  of  a  large  majority 
of  those  who  make  this  expedition: — 

Nine  weanr  aphill  mile*  we  eped, 

The  aetUDK  sun  to  see ; 
Sulkv  and  grim  he  went  to  bed, 

Salky  and  grim  went  we. 

Seven  sleeplen  houn  we  toued,  and  then. 

The  riling  aun  to  sec, 
Sulkv  and  grim  we  roee  again, 

Sulky  and  grim  roae  be. 

Long  before  dawn  an  assemblage 
of  between  200  and  300  persons  is 
often  collected  on  the  Rigi  Culm, 
awaiting  the  sunrise,  to  enjoy  this 
msgnificent  prospect  in  the  cold.  A 
glare  of  light  in  the  E.,  which  gra- 
dually dims  the  flickering  of  the  stars, 
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is  the  first  token  of  the  morning^; 
it  soon    becomes  a  streak    of  gold 
along  the  horizon,   and  is  reflected 
in  a  pale  pink  tint  upon  the  snows  of 
the  ^mese    Alps.      Siinunit    after 
summit  slowly  catches  the  same  golden 
hue;    the  dark    space    between    the 
horizon  and  the-Bie:i  is  next  illumi- 
nated ;  forests,  lakes,  hills,  rivers,  towns 
and  villages,  gradually  become   re- 
vealed, but  look  cold  and  indiatinct 
until  the  red  orb  surmounts  the  moun- 
tain top,  and  darts  his  beams  across 
the  landscape.  The  shadows  are  then 
rolled  back,  as  it  were,  and  in  a  few 
moments  the  whole  scene  around  is 
glowing  in  sunshine.    The   view  is 
best  seen  during  the  Quarter  of  an 
hour   preceding    and   following   the 
first    appearance  of  the   sun;   after 
that  the  mists  begin  to  curl  up,  and 
usually  shroud  parts  of  it  from  the  eve. 
The  most  striking  portion  of  this 
wonderful  panorama,  which  is  said  to 
extend  over  a  circumference  of  300 
m.,  is  undoubtedly  the  lakes  of  Lu- 
cerne and  Zug;  the  branching  arms 
of  the  former  extend  in  so  many  differ- 
ent directions  as  to  bewilder  one  at 
first,  and  both  lave  the  base  of  the 
mountain  so  closely  that  the  spectator 
might  fancy  himself  suspended  in  the 
air -above  them,  as  in  a  balloon,  and 
think,  by  one  step  from  the  brow  of 
the  precipice,  to  plunge  into  them. 
The  peculiar  greenish  blue  tint  which 
sheets  of  water  assume  when  seen  from 
a  height  has  also  something  exceed- 
ingly beautifuL     Eight  other  lakes 
may  be  seen  from  the  Rigi,  but  thev 
are  so  small  and  distant  as  to  *'  look 
like  pools ;  some  almost  like  water 
spilt  upon  the  earth." 

On  the  N.  aide  the  eye  looks  down 
into  the  lake  of  Zug,  and  the  streets 
of  Arth ;  at  the  end  of  the  lake  the 
town  of  Zug,  and  behind  it  the  spire 
of  the  Ch.  of  Kappel,  where  Zwingli, 
the  Reformer,  fell  in  battle.  This  is 
backed  by  the  chain  of  the  Albis,  and 
through  gaps  in  its  ridge  may  be  dis- 
cerned a  few  of  the  houses  of  the  town 
of  Ziirich,  and  two  little  bits  of  its 
lake.  Over  the  L  shoidder  of  the 
Bossberg  a  peep  is  obtained  into  the 


lake  of  Egeri,  on  whose  shores  the 
Swiss  gained  the  victory  of  Morgarten. 
The  N.  horizon  is  bounded  by  the 
range  of  the  Black  Forest  hills. 

The  prospect  onthe  W.is  more  open 
and  map-like,  and  therefore  less  inte- 
resting. Close  under  the  Bigi  lie 
Tell's  chapel,  on  the '  spot  where  he 
shot  Gessler,  and  the  village  and  bay 
of  Kilssnacht  Farther  off,  nearly  the 
whole  canton  of  Lucerne  expands  to 
view; — the  Beuss  winding  through  the 
midst  of  it  Above  the  Beuss  is  the 
lake  of  Sempach,  the  scene  of  another 
triumph  of  Swiss  valour.  Lucerne, 
with  its  coronet  of  towers,  is  distinctly 
seen  at  the  W.  end  of  the  lake,  and  on 
the  L  of  it  rises  the  gloomy  Filatus, 
cutting  the  sky  with  its  serrated  ridge. 
The  remainder  of  the  W.  horizon  is 
occupied  by  the  chain  of  the  Jura, 

On  the  S,  the  mass  of  the  Bigi  forms 
the   foreground,    and    touching    the 
opposite  mountains  of  Unterwalden, 
only  allows  here  and  there  a  small 
portion  of  the  lake  of  Lucerne  to  be 
seen.    On  this  side  the  objects  visible 
in  succession,  from  rt  to  L,  are  the 
lakes  of  Alpnach  and  Samcn,  buried 
in  woods,  by  the  side  of  which  runs 
the  road  to  the  Briinig;  the  mountains 
called  Stanzer  and  Buochserhom,  and 
behind  them  the  magnificent   white 
chain  of  the  high  Alps  of  Berne,  Un- 
terwalden,  and  Uri,  m  one  unbroken 
ridge  of  peaks  and  glaciers,  including 
the  Jungfrau,   Eiger,   Finster   Aar- 
hom,  the  Titlis  (the  highest  peak  in 
TJnterwalden),the  TJri  Bothstock,  and 
the  Bristenstock,  between  which  and 
the  Seelisberg  runs  the  road  of  Sl 
Gothard. 

On  the  E,  the  Alpine  chain  continues 
to  stretch  uninterruptedly  along  the 
horizon,  and  includes  the  pre-eminent 
peaks  of  the  D5dl,  on  the  borders  of 
the  Grisons,  of  the  Glarnisch,  in  can- 
ton Glarus,  and  of  the  Sentis,  in  Ap- 
penzeU.  In  the  middle  distance,  abo^  e 
the  lake  of  Lowertz,  lies  the  town  of 
Schwytz,  the  cradle  of  Swiss  freedom, 
backed  by  the  two    singfolar    sharp 
peaks  called,  from  their  shape,   the 
Mitres  (Mythen).    Above  them  pcf»Ts 
the  craggy  crest  of  the  Glarnisch ;  and 
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to  the  rt.  of  them  is  the  opening  of 
the  Muotta  Thai,  famons  for  the 
bloody  conflicts  between  Sawarrow 
and  Masaena,  where  armies  manoBuvred 
and  fbaght  on  spots  which  before  the 
shepherd  and  chamois  hunter  alone 
used  to  tread.  Farther  to  the  L  rises 
the  mass  of  the  Rossberg, — the  nearest 
mountain  neighbour  of  the  Rigi.  The 
whole  scene  of  desolation  caused  by 
its  fall  (see  Rte.  17);  the  chasm  on  the 
top,  whence  the  ruin  came;  the  coarse 
of  the  terrific  avalanche  of  stones,  di- 
verging and  spreading  in  their  descent ; 
the  lake  of  Ijowertz,  partly  filled  up 
hy  it,  and  the  pools  andpudoles  caused 
in  the  valley  by  the  stoppage  of  the 
watercourses,  are  at  once  displayed 
in  a  bird's-eye  view. 

The  very  distant  bare  peak  seen 
above  the  top  of  the  Rossberg  is  the 
Sentis. 


The  Spectre  of  the  JRigi  is  an  atmo- 
spheric phenomenon  not  unfrequently 
observea  on  the  tops  of  high  moun- 
tains. It  occurs  when  the  cloudy 
vapours  happen  to  rise  perpendicularly 
from  the  vaUey  beneatn  the  mountain, 
on  the  side  opposite  to  the  sun,  with- 
out enveloping  the  summit  of  the  Rigi 
itself.  Under  these  circumstances  the 
shadows  of  the  Rigi  Kulm  and  of  any 
person  standine  on  the  top  are  cast 
npon  the  wall  of  mist  in  greatly  magni- 
fied proportions.  The  shadow  is  encir- 
cled t^  a  halo,  assuming  the  prismatic 
colours  of  the  rainbow,  and  this 
sometimes  doubled  when  the  mist  is 
thick. 

Two  melancholy  accidents  have 
occurred  on  the  top  of  the  Rigi: — ^in 
1820  a  guide  who  had  attended  an 
^English  familv  was  struck  dead  by 
lightning  as  he  stood  watching  the 
c&uds:  in  1826  a  Prussian  officer, 
virho  had  reached  the  summit,  accom- 
panied by  his  wife  and  children,  fell 
from  a  very  dangerous  seat  which  he 
bad  selected  on  the  brow  of  a  preci- 
pice (the  only  spot  where  the  summit 
13  rea&y  a  precipice),  and  was  dashed, 
to  pieces  at  the  bottom.  According 
to  another  account,  the  miserable 
xnan  threw  himself  off,  havin|f  pre- 
Tkmsly  announced  his  intention  of 
oommitting  suicide  to  hia  wilbpwho 


summoned  the  guide  to  arrest  him, 
but,  after  a  severe  struggle,  her  hus- 
band got  loose,  and  effected  his  pur- 
pose. 


ROUTE  16. 

ZtiBICB  TO  LDCEBNE,  OVER  THE  ALBIS, 
OR  BY  RAILWAY. 

The  direct  Rly.  from  Zarich  to  Zug 
and  Lucerne  (4  trains  daily  in  3  hrs.) 
opened  1864. 

Eng.  m. 


Stations. 

Bonstettea     .  . 

Affoltern    .    .  . 
llefetmAnsbausen 

Zug       .    .    .  . 

Gbaam    .    .    .  . 

Bothkreuts     .  . 

SIsikon  .    .    .  . 

Eblkon  .    .    .  . 

Lnoerno     .    .  . 


In  fine  weather  it  is  worth  while 
to  take  the  carriage-road  over  the 
AOm  for  the  sake  of  the  very  beau- 
tiful view  of  the  chain  of  the  Alps, 
and  of  a  large  part  of  Switzerland, 
which  is  seen  from  its  summit.  The 
distance  is  about  38  m.,andthediUgence 
takes  more  than  6  hrs.  to  accomplish 
it.  The  road  skirts  the  shore  or  the 
lake  at  first,  but  at  Adliswyl,  4}  m.  it 
crosses  the  river  Sihl,  and  soon  idfter  in 
numerous  zigzags  begins  to  ascend  to 

4m.  Oher^lbie,  Inn:  Hirsch,  which 
afRords  moderate  accommodation  and 
a  magnificent  prospect  The  best 
point,  however,  for  seeing  the  view, 
IS  the  Signal  (Hochwacht,  called  also 
Schnabel),  a  heieht  off  the  road,  about 
a  mile  above  the  inn :  it  takes  in 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  Zlirichsee. 
At  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  between 
it  and  the  lake,  the  vale  of  the  Sil 
intervenes.     Its  wooded  idopea  wea 
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the  favourite  retreat  of  the  pastoral 
poet  Gessner;  they  were  occupied  in 
1799  by  two  hostile  armies  —  that  of 
the  French  under  Massena,  who  en- 
camped on  the  slope  of  the  Albis,  and 
that  of  the  Russians,  who  occupied 
the  rt  bank  of  the  SihL  They 
watched  each  other  from  hence  for 
more  than  3  months  ;  until  Massena, 
by  a  masterly  movement,  crossed  the 
Limmat,  cut  off  part  of  the  Russian 
force,  and  compelled  the  rest  to  a  hasty 
retreat.  On  the  W.  are  seen  the  little 
lake  of  Turl,  the  bath  at  Wengi, 
near  Aengst,  and  at  a  distance  of 
10  miles  the  beautiful  convent  of 
Muri  in  Argovie.  Not  far  from  the 
lake  is  the  church  of  Kappel,  where 
Zwingli  died ;  farther  off  the  lake 
of  Zug,  and  behind  it  tower  the  Rigi 
and  Filatus  mountains,  disclosing  be- 
tween them  a  little  bit  of  the  lake 
of  Lucerne.  The  grandest  feature, 
however,  of  the  view  is  the  snowy 
chain  of  the  Alps,  from  the  Sentis  to 
the  Jungfrau,  wnich  fills  up  the  hori- 
son.    It  nas  been  eng^ved  by  Keller. 

In  posting  you  must  take  an  extra 
horse  (renfort^  either  from  Zurich  or 
Zug  up  to  the  summit;  1  post  is 
chargecL  The  g^atest  height  which 
the  road  attains  is  2404  ft.  above  the 
sea,  1000  ft  above  Ziirich  lake,  after 
which  it  descends,  passing  on  the  rt. 
the  little  lake  of  TurL 

The  road  is  carried  along  the  W. 
slope  of  the  Albis,  from  its  summit  to 
Hausen,  near  which  village  is  3  m.  Albis- 
brunn,  a  large  and  handsome  waters 
cure  establishment,  in  which  travellers 
in  general  are  also  received  at  the 
rate  of  5  fir.  a  day,  board  and  lodging. 
It  is  a  pleasant  residence  from  the 
beauties  of  its  situation,  its  views  of 
the  Bernese  Alps,  and  the  salubrity  of 
its  air  and  water.  It  is  under  the 
management  of  Dr.  Brunner. 

Beyond  Hausen  the  road  passes 
1  m.  Kappel,  a  village  of  600  Inhab., 
which  has  obtained  a  woful  cele- 
brity in  Swiss  history  as  the  spot 
where  the  Confederates,  embittered 
against  each  other  by  religious  dis- 
cordy  dyed  their  hands  in  the  blood 
of  one  another,  and  where  Zwingli 
the  reformer  fell,  Oct.  11th,  1531. 
Many  of  the  be&t  and  bravest  of  the 


citizens  of  Ziirich  perished  on  that 
day  of  civil  broil.  Zwingli,  who, 
in  accordance  with  the  custom  of 
the  time  and  country,  attended  his 
flock  to  the  field  of  battle,  to  afford 
them  spiritual  aid  and  consolation, 
was  struck  down  in  the  fight,  and 
found  bv  a  soldier  of  Unterwalden, 
who  did  not  know  him,  but  who, 
ascertaining  that  he  refused  to  call  on 
the  Virgin  and  saints,  despatched  him 
with  his  sword.  His  body,  when 
recognised  by  his  foes,  was  burnt  by 
the  common  hangman.  A  tnunumeut, 
consisting  of  a  rough  massive  block  of 
stone  by  the  road-side,  has  taken  the 
place  or  the  tree  which  marked  the 
spot  where  he  fell  The  Gothic  chnrcJ* 
of  Kappel,  anciently  attached  to  a 
convent  suppressed  soon  after  the 
commencement  of  the  Reformation, 
was  built  in  1280. 

In  descending  from  Ober-Albis,  Zu«^ 
may  be  avoided  altogether,  and  the 
shorter  road  by  Knonau  taken. 

The  Sltoy.  fi'om  Zttricfi  (4  trains 
daily  in  1^  to  2^  hrs.)  quits  the  line 
to  Olten  at  Altstetten  Junct  Stat, 
after  crossing  the  Sihl.  Beyond  Bon- 
stetten  Stat,  it  penetrates  a  tunnel. 
Near  Affoltem  Stat.  L  lies  the  Lake  of 
Tiirl  (see  above).  The  stream  of  the 
Lorse,  descending  from  the  Lake  at 
Egeri,  is  crossed  before  reaching 

4^  m.  Zug  Stat,  (Rte.  15).  Passen- 
gers for  the  Rigi  may  here  take  the 
steamer  to  Arth. 

The  Rly.  to  Lucerne  skirts  the  X. 
shore  of  the  Lake  of  Zue;,  by 

ChaamStat.^lfm:  liabe).  At  Roth- 
kreutz  the  rlwy.  enters  the  valley  of 
the  Reuss,  which  is  crossed  by  a  long 
iron  bridge  beyond 

EMion  Stat, 

Lucerne  Terminus  on  the  S.  bank 
of  the  Reuss,  near  the  Capellbrucke. 

Lucerne  (Luzem).  Inns :  Lnzemer 
Hof,  one  of  the  very  best ;  H.  des 
Suisses  rSchweizer  Hof);  ^Bnglischer 
Hof— all  good ;  views  from  the  win- 
dows  of  both  superb; — H.  du  Rigi. 
comfortable,  enlarged ; —  Schwann,  a 
really  good  house  and  dvil  people. 
These  5  Inns  fifu:e  the  lake,  and  are  near 
the  steamers.  Balances  (Waage),  good : 
cheap;  en  pension,  5  fr.  a  day;  gocnl 
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Tavel  wine.  As  tho  principal  hotels 
are  sometimes  full,  it  mav  be  useful  to 
give  a  list  of  the  secona-rate  houses, 
arranged  as  fiir  as  known  in  the  order 
of  merit — Bossli,  Adler,  Hirsch,  Moh- 
ren,  ELrone,  Kreuz,  Wilder  Mann.  In 
and  aboat  Lucerne  are  maay Pensions — 
Worley's  English  Boaraing-house, 
clean  and  comfortable.  Pension  Morel, 
comfortable;  Miillefs  Hotel  et  Pen- 
sion Seeburg,  half  an  hour's  walk 
from  the  town,  fine  views;  Kaufinann's 
and  Damman's  Pensions  are  also  well 
spoken  of. 

Lucerne,  chief  town  .of  the  canton, 
lies  at  the  N.W.  extremity  of  the  lake 
of  Lucerne,  and  is  divided  into  two 
parts  by  the  river  Heuss,  which  here 
issues  out  of  it.  Its  population  is  about 
11,600,  all  Roman  Cfatholica,  except 
about  680  Protestants.  Lucerne  is 
the  residence  of  the  Papal  Nuncio. 

It  is  not  a  place  of  any  considerable 
trade  or  manufactures,  but  their  ab- 
sence is  more  than  compensated  by  the 
exquisitely  beautiful  scenery  in  which 
it  IS  situated  on  the  borders  of  the 
finest  and  most  interesting  of  the  Swiss 
lakes,  between  the  giants  Pilatus  and 
Rigi,  and  in  si^ht  of  the  snowy  Alps  of 
Schwytz  andEngelberg.  The  town  is 
still  surrounded  on  the  land  side  by  a 
long  tcail,  with  numerous  picturesque 
toatch'towerSf  erected  in  1385 ;  but  its 
chief  peculiarity  is  its  bridges.  The 
lowest,  or  Mill^hndge,,  is  hung  with 
paintings,  nearly  washed  out,  of  the 
Dance  of  Death:  the  second  or  Reuss- 
brUcke,  is  the  only  one  uncovered  and 
passable  for  carriages ;  the  upper,  or 
KapellbrUcke,  a  cool  and  shady  walk  in 
a  hot  day,  runs  in  a  slanting  direction 
across  ^e  mouth  of  the  Reuss,  whose 
clear  and  pellucid  sea-green  waters 
may  here  be  surveyed  to  great  ad- 
vantage, as  they  rusn  beneath  it  with 
the  swi^ess  or  a  mountain  torrent. 
Against  the  timbers  supporting  the  roof 
of  this  bridge  are  suspended  77  pictures ; 
those  seen  in  crossing  from  the  rt.  to 
the  1.  bank  represent  uie  life  and  acts 
of  Sl  Leger  and  St  Maurice,  Lucerne's 
patron  saints.  The  subjects  of  those 
seen  in  the  opposite  direction  are  taken 
firom  Swiss  tiistory,  and  are  not  with- 
-mt  some  merit,  but,  being  lighted  only 


by  the  glare  reflected  upwards  from 
the  water,  are  not  easily  distinguished. 
Near  the  middle  of  the  Kapell-briicke, 
rising  out  of  the  water,  stands  a  very 
picturesque  watch-tower,  called  Wass- 
erthurmf  forming  a  link  of  the  old 
fortifications  of  the  town.  It  is  said 
to  have  once  served  as  a  light-house 
(^Lucema)  to  boats,  and  hence  some 
have  derived  the  present  name  of 
Lucerne.  The  Bopnrucke^  the  longest 
of  all  the  bridges,  was  entirely  re- 
moved, 1852  :  Uie  intervening  space 
between  it  and  the  shore  having  been 
filled  up.  The  Hotel  des  Suisses  and 
Swan  and  a  fine  row  of  houses  stand  on 
this  space,  which  is  also  the  landing- 
place  of  the  steamboats. 

In  churches  and  other  public  build- 
ing Lucerne  has  no  very  prominent 
obiects.  The  church  of  8t,  Leger^  also 
called  Hof-  or  Stiftskirche,  is  modem, 
except  the  two  towers,  which  date 
from  1506.  The  bells  in  it  are  fine. 
The  adjoining  churchyard  is  filled 
with  quaint  old  monuments,  and 
the  view  from  the  cloister  windows  m, 
fine. 

Post  and  Telegraph-office,  on  the  L 
bank  of  the  Reuss,  near  the  Jesuits'  cb. 

The  old  Arsenal  (Zenghaus),  near 
the  gate  leading  to  Berne,  is  one 
of  those  venerable  repositories  com- 
mon to  the  chief  towns  of  all  the 
cantons,  in  which  are  deposited  the 
muskets,  artillery,  &C.,  for  arming 
their  contingents  of  troops.  It  con- 
tains some  rusty  suits  of  ancient 
armour,  and  several  historical  relics 
and  trophies  of  Swiss  valour,  such  as 
the  yellow  Austrian  banner,  and  many 
pennons  of  knights  and  nobles,  taken 
at  the  battle  of  Sempach  ;  the  coat  of 
mail  stripped  from  tne  body  of  Doke 
Leoj>old  of  Austria,  who  reU  there : 
the  iron  cravat,  lined  with  sharp  spikes, 
destined  for  the  neck  of  Gund<Mdingen, 
the  Schultheiss  and  general  of  the 
men  of  Lucerne,  who  died  in  the  hour 
of  victory.  Two  Turkid^  flags  were 
captured  at  the  battle  of  Lepanto»  and 
a  long  Moorish  standard  was  brought 
firom  Tunis,  1640,  by  a  knight  of 
Malta,  who  was  a  native  of  Lucerne. 

Anenceaentoolleciionof  Swiss  btrdsitifi 
^uodh^Mcb,  extremely  w^  mounted, 


SttAxerhnd.  koute  16. — LAKE  OP  LocERKE.  51 


r 

!  = 

'j 


\l 


52 


ROUTE  16.— LUCERNE.      THORWALDSBN'S  LION.         Sect.  I. 


has  been  formed  by  a  Mr.  Stauffer, 
and  is  exhibited  near  to  Thorwaldsen's 
Lion.  It  is  probably,  after  that  of 
Berne,  the  most  complete  collection 
of  the  kind  to  be  seen  in  Switzerland: 
charge,  1  fr.  each  person. 

General  Pfyffer'a  model  (in  relief)  of 
a  part  of  Switzerland  may  interest, 
those  who  desire  to  trace  on  it  their 
past  or  future  wanderings.  It  is 
placed  in  a  well-lighted  room  near 
the  Englischer  Hof.     1  fr.  admission. 

The  Gothic  Fountains,  which  are  to 
be  observed  in  all  parts  of  Switzer- 
•land,  are  here  of  singular  beauty  and 
originality. 

The  English  Chxtrch  service  is  per- 
formed every  Sunday  in  the  English 
ch.  near  the  Schweitzer  Hof. 

Muller  is  a  good  chemist. 

Physician,  Dr.  Stieger:  speaks  Eng- 
lish, and  is  attentive  to  his  patients. 

At  Eglin  Brothers,  in  the  Kapel 
Strasse,  books,  prints,  panoramas,  and 
maps  relating  to  Switzerland  may  be 

The  most  interesting  of  the  sights  of 
Lucerne  is,  without  doubt,  the  *  Monu- 
ment to  the  memory  of  the  Swiss  Guards, 
who  fell  while  defending  the  Royal 
Family  of  France  in  one  of  the  bloody 
massacres  of  the  first  French  Re- 
volution, August  10,  1792.  It  is 
situated  in  a  garden,  a  little  way 
beyond  St.  Leger*s  ch.  on  the  Ziiricn 
road.  The  design  is  by  Thorwaldsen, 
executed  by  Ahom,  a  sculptor  of  Con- 
stance. It  represents  a  lion  of  colos- 
sal size,  wounded  to  death,  with  a 
spear  sticking  in  his  side,  yet  endea- 
vouring in  his  last  gasp  to  protect 
from  injury  a  shield  bearing  the  fleur- 
de-lis  of  the  Bourbons,  which  he  holds 
in  his  paws.  The  figure,. hewn  out  of 
the  living  sandstone  rock,  is  28  ft 
long  and  18  high,  and  whether  as  a 
tribute  to  fallen  valour,  or  as  a  work 
of  art,  of  admirable  design  and  no 
mean  execution,  it  merits  me  highest 
praise.  It  is  the  most  appropriate 
monument  in  Europe.  Beneath  it 
are  carved  Uie  names  of  the  officers 
who  fell  in  defending  the  Tuileries, 
Aug.  10  and  Sept  2  and  3,  1792. 
The  loyalty  and  fidelity  of  this  bravo 
band,  who,  at  the  sacrifice  of  their 


own  lives,  protected  Louis  and  his 
family  when  deserted  by  their  natural 
defenders,  almost  make  us  foij^^  ^hat 
they  were  mercenaries.  l%ere  is 
a  quiet  solitude  and  shade  about  tho 
spot  which  is  particularly  pleasinfr 
and  refireshing.  The  rocks  around 
are  mantled  with  fern  and  creepers, 
forming  a  natural  framework  to  the 
monument ;  and  a  streamlet  of  clear 
water,  trickling  down  from  the  top  of 
the  rock,  is  received  into  a  basin- 
shaped  hollow  below  it  forming  a 
mirror  in  which  the  sculpture  is  re- 
flected. One  of  the  very  few  survivors 
of  the  Swiss  Guard,  dressed  in  its  red 
uniform,  acts  as  guardian  of  the  mo- 
nument and  cicerone  to  the  stranger. 
The  cloth  for  the  altar  of  the  little 
chapel  adjoining  was  embroidered 
expressly  for  it  oy  the  late  Duchess 
d'Angouleme. 

There  are  many  pretty  tealks  and 
points  of  viero  near  Lucerne;  one  of  the 
most  interesting  is  to  the  Lime-tree, 
under  which  is  a  dial  pointing  to  the 
mountains  on  the  horizon ;  another  is 
the  villa  called  Allenmnden,  perched 
on  the  top  of  the  hill  outside  the 
^eggis  gate,  from  which  it  may  be 
reached  in  a  walk  of  15  minutes,  oy  a 
path  vending  up  the  hill  outside  the 
town  walls.  The  GOtcki,  close  to  the 
tovim,  and  Gibraltar,  both  on  the  8. 
side  of  the  Reuss,  are  also  points 
which  command  a  fine  prospect 

AXKrienz,  f  h.  S.W.  of  Lucerne,  arc 
ironworks,  and  a  silk  manufacture. 
The  castle  of  Schaunzee  crowns  a  hill 
behind  it 

Steamers  several  times  a  day  to 
Fluelen  and  the  other  villages  on  the 
lake.  (Rte.  18.^    From  Fluelen  dili- 

fences  proceed  over  the  St.  Gott- 
ard.  Travellers  book  from  Locerne. 
Steamers  to  Alpnach-Gestad,  on  the 
way  to  theBriinig;  and  to  Beckenried, 
on  the  way  to  Engelberg. 

Railways  to  Ba^e,  Berne,  Zug^  and 
Zurich, 

Excursions. — The  Rijn  summit  may- 
be reached  in  4j^  hrs.  mm  Lnoeme — 
by  steamer  to  Weggis,  f  hr.  thence  to 
the  summit  on  foot  or  on  horse. 

No  one  should  leave  Lucerne  with- 
out exploring  the  beauties  of  its  LtUbs 
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(Rte.  18) — called  in  Gterman  Yierwald- 
stadter  See — the  grandest  in  Europe 
in  point  of  scenery,  particularly  the 
iaruiep  end  of  it,  callea  the  bay  of  XJri ; 
and  much  additional  pleasure  will  be 
derived  if  the  traTeller  who  under- 
stands German  will  take  Schiller's 
*  Wilhelm  Tell'  as  a  pocket  com- 
panion, in  which  admirable  poem  so 
manjrof  thescenesarelocalizea.  Short 
excursions  may  with  advantage  be 
made  in  a  row-boat;'  but  the  E.  end 
of  the  lake,  and  especially  the  bay  of 
Uri,  being  exposes  to  sudden  gusts 
of  wind,  may  best  be  visited  from 
Lucerne  in  the  steamer,  or  by  road. 

Those  who  intend  to  traverse  the 
lake,  and  viait  the  Rigi,  and  to  re- 
turn afterwards  to  Lucerne,  should 
combine  the  two  expeditions,  which 
may  be  effected  in  two  days,  thtts — 
go  to  Ktissnacht  or  to  Arth  and  ascend 
from  Goldau,  descending  next  day  on 
the  opposite  side,  and  embarking  on 
the  lake,  either  at  Weggis  or  Gersau, 
pass  up  the  bay  of  Uri,  and  by  Tell's 
chapel,  returning  by  water  to  Lucerne 
the  2nd  evening. 

^^Movnt  Pilate.  This  most  interest- 
ing and  recompensing  ascent  can  now 
be  easily  accomplished  even  by  ladies. 
There  are  2  good  Inns  near  the  top, 
one  on  each  side  of  the  highest  ridge, 
44  hrs.  from  Lucerne  to  top,  but 
no  male-path  connects  them  ;  tne  ex- 
cellent paths  that  reach  up  to  the 
ridge,  ^om  Hergiswyl  on  the  N., 
Alpnach  on  the  S.,  are  separated  by 
40  feet  of  ladder,  which  the  jealousies 
of  rival  inns  seem  to  maintain  as  a 
barrier.  The  views  from  FUatus*  sum- 
mit are  even  finer  than  those  from  the 
Rigi,  especially  over  the  Alpine  chain. 
It  has  altogetner  7  summits,  exceed- 
ingly rugged  and  precipitous;  but 
S re-eminence  is  accorded  to  the  Wid- 
erfeld.  The  road  to  the  Brunig  passes 
by  Hergiswyl  (^Trm:  *R6ssli),  which  is 
reached  by  steamer,  or  row-boat,  in 
2  hrs.,  or  carriage  in  1^  Here  horses 
Boay  be  procured.  A  bridle-nath,  made 
at  an  expense  of  1000/.,  leads  first 
through  orchards  and  meadows,  and 
then  along  the  N.  side  of  the  moun- 
tain, in  about  4  hrs.  to  the  Joch  or  ool, 


6287  fL,  connecting  the  Elimsenhom 
with  the  Oberhaupt.  Here  is  built 
the 

Hdtel  of  the  Klimsenhom  (2  houses 
belonging  to  the  same  landlord,  with 
a  chapel  attached).  Extensive  view 
from  the  Klimsenhom,  10  min.  walk 
from  the  inn.  A  well-made  sigzag 
path  leads  onwards  to  the  foot  of  the 
Oberhaupt  (40  min.  walk\  where  it 
stops,  for  the  ridge  itself  cannot  be 
climbed  over.  It  is,  however,  bored 
through  by  a  nearly  vertical  fissure 
about  40  ft.  deep,  called  the  Krisiloch, 
in  which  a  commodious  ladder,  or 
rather  rude  staircase,  is  placed.  On 
surmounting  this  the  traveller  emerges 
on  one  of  the  peaks,  from  which  the 
whole  range  of  the  Bernese  mountains 
suddenly  burst  upon  him,  having  been 
previously  concealed  by  the  mountain. 
There  are  few  more  striking  scenes 
in  all  Switzerland.  A  descent  of  5  min. 
by  an  excellent  path  leads  to  the 
Bellevue  Hotel,  6961  ft.,  very  comfort- 
able, a  small  library  of  books,  built 
on  the  depression  between  the  Ober- 
haupt and  the  Esel.  The  view  from 
the  £sel,  10  m.  above  the  hotel,  is  the 
finest  of  those  accessible  by  paths.  A 
well-made  mule-path  leatu  from  the 
Bellevue  Hotel  to  Alpnach.  It  has 
even  been  used  as  a  char-road. 

Unfortunately  Filatus  is  very  sub- 
ject to  clouds,  otherwise  the  mountain 
is  far  more  interesting  than  the  Rigi, 
and  the  view  from  it  m  some  respects 
finer,  though  a  less  complete  pano- 
rama, and  the  grandeur  of  its  own 
serrated  outline,  which  forms  so  im- 
portant a  featiu^  of  the  Bigi  view,  is 
of  course  wanting.  The  peaks  best 
seen  are  the  Wetterhom,  Viescher- 
homer,  Eiger,  Monch,  and  Jungfrau; 
the  Lake  of  Lucerne  lies  open  as  for 
as  Brunnen. 

According  to  a  wild  tradition  of 
considerable  antiquity,  this  mountain 
derives  its  name  from  Pilate,  the 
wicked  governor  of  JudsBa,  who, 
having  been  banished  to  Gaul  by  Ti- 
berius, wandered  about  among  the 
mountains,  stricken  by  conscience, 
until  he  ended  his  miserable  existence 
by  throwing  himself  into  a  lake  on 
the  top  of  the  I*Uatus,     TU©  moun- 
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tain,  in  consequence,  labours  under  a 
"very  bad  reputation.  From  its  posi- 
tion as  an  outlier,  or  advanced  guard 
of  the  chain  of  the  Alps,  it  c<3lects 
the  clouds  which  float  over  the  plains 
from  the  W.  and  N. ;  and  it  is  re- 
marked that  almost  all  the  storms 
which  burst  upon  the  lake  of  Lu- 
cerne gather  and  brew  on  its  summit. 
This  lumost  perpetual  assembling  of 
clouds  was  long  attributed  hj  the 
superstitious  to  the  unquiet  spirit 
still  hovering  round  the  sunken  bodj, 
which,  when  disturbed  by  any  in- 
truder, revens;ed  itself  by  sending 
storms,  and  darkness,  and  hail  on 
the  surrounding  district.  So  pre- 
valent was  the  belief  in  this  super- 
stition, even  down  to  times  compara- 
tively recent,  that  the  government  of 
Lucerne  forbade  the  ascent  of  the 
mountain,  and  the  naturalist  Conrad 
Gessner,  in  1555,  was  obliged  to  pro- 
vide himself  with  a  special  order,  re- 
moving the  interdict  in  his  case,  to 
enable  him  to  carry  on  his  researches 
upon  the  mountain. 

According  to  some,  the  name  Fila- 
tus  is  only  a  corruption  of  Fileatits 
(capped),  arising  from  the  cap  of 
clouds  which  rarely  quits  its  barren 
brow,  and  which  are  sometimes  seen 
rising  from  it  like  steam  from  a 
caldron.  The  peasants  profess  to  be 
able  to  foretell  the  weather  from  the 
appearance  of  the  clouds  on  the  top, 
and  have  a  saying, — 

"  Wenn  Pilatus  trfigt  seln  Hat 
•  Pann  wlrd  das  Wetter  gut. 
TrSfft  er  aber  elnen  Degen, 
So  giebt'B  wohl  slcher  Begen." 

The  mountain  consists,  from  its  bafle 
to  its  summit,  of  nummulite  limestone 
and  sandstone ;  the  strata  incline  to 
the  S.,  and  abound  in  fossil  remains, 
especially  near  the  summit,  around 
the  Briindlis  Alp  and  the  Castelen 
Alp. 
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A  good  post-road  to  Schwyti.  Dili- 
gence starts  from  Kiissnacht ;  passen- 
gers booked  on  board  the  steamers. 

Schwy  tz  may  also  be  reached  rather 
more  quickly  by  steaming  to  Bnmnen. 

The  road  to  Kiissnacht  runs  nearly 
all  the  way  in  sight  of  the  lake  of 
Lucerne,  and  of  the  Alps  of  Engel- 
berg  and  Berne  beyond.  On  a  head- 
land at  the  angle  of  the  green  bay  of 
Kiissnacht,  stands  the  ruined  castle  of 
New  Habsburg,  destroyed,  1352,  by 
the  Lucerners. 

Kiissnacht—  Inns :  H.  duLac ;  Hirsch ; 
KossU.  The  road  from  Kiissnacht  to 
Immensee  lies  through  the  JIoU&*p 
Way^  and  on  the  rt.  a  ruined  ^-all 
is  pointed  out  which  goes  by  the 
name  of  Qessler^s  Castle.  The  BoUi/vt 
Way  (Ilohle  Gasse)  is  a  narrow  green 
lane,  overhung  with  trees  growing 
from  the  high  banks  on  each  side. 
Here  Tell,  auer  escaping  from  Gess- 
ler's  boat  on  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  lay 
in  wait  for  his  enemy,  and  shot  him 
as  he  passed,  from  behind  a  tree,  with 
his  unerring  arrow.  It  is  somewhat 
imlucky  that  researches  into  the 
archives  of  Kiissnacht  have  clearly 
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pfTOTed  that  the  min  called  Gessler's 
Castle  neyer  belonged  to  him.  The 
**  Hollow  Way"  has  been  much  filled 
up  in  making  the  new  road. 

On  emerging  from  the  Hollow  Way 
TeWs  Chapel  is  seenby  the  roadside.  By 
a  sing^ular  anomaly  a  place  of  worship, 
orieinally  dedicated  to  **  The  Fourteen 
Helpers  in  Need"  (Onr  Saviour,  the 
Virgin,  and  Apostles),  now  commemo- 
rates a  deed  of  blood,  which  tradition, 
and  its  supposed  connection  with  the 
origin  of  Swiss  liberty,  appear  to  hare 
sanctified  in  the  eyes  of  the  people,  so 
that  mass  is  periodically  said  in  it, 
while  it  is  kept  in  constant  repair,  and 
bears  on  its  outer  wall  a  fresco  repre- 
senting Gessler's  death. 

Immenaee,  Comfortable  little  Inn. 
The  road  now  skirts  the  lake  of  Zng 
(Rte.  15),  or  the  tourist  may  take  the 
steamer  to  Arth ;  and  2  m.  mrther  is 

Ooidau — Inn :  Rossli  (Cheval  Blanc) ; 
good,  dnl  people. 


FALL  OF  THE  B0S8BEB0. 

**  Moantaina  bave  fldlen, 
Lesving  a  gap  in  the  clouds,  and  with  the 

shMk 
Rocking  their  Alpine  brethren ;  fiUing  up 
The  ripe   green    valleys  with  destraotion'a 

•pltnters. 
Damming  theriTera  with  a  indden  dash. 
Which  crashed  the  waters  into  mist,  and  made 
Their  fonntains  find  another  channel — thus. 
Thus,  in  its  old  age,  did  Mount  Rosenberg." 

On  approaching  (xoldau  the  tra- 
reller  may  perceive  traces  of  the 
dreadful  catastrophe  which  buried  the 
original  and  much  larger  Tillage  of 
that  name,  and  inundated  the  valley 
for  a  considerable  distance  with  a  de- 
luge of  stones  and  rubbish.  The  moun- 
tain which  caused  this  calamity  still 
remains  scarred  from  top  to  bottom  : 
and  nothing  grows  upon  its  barren 
surface ;  but  in  the  course  of  years  the 
valley  itself  has  in  many  places  be- 
come green,  and  the  fallen  rocks  bear 
trees,  lichens,  and  vegetation,  and  the 
great  similarity  t4)  mountain  valleys 
in  general  shows  how  often  in  past 
ages  such  catastrophes  must  have 
happened,  though  no  record  of  them 
has  oeen  preserved. 


The  Bossberg,  or  Bnfiberg,  is  a 
mountain  4958  ft  high;  the  upper 
part,  of  it  consists  of  a  conglomerate 
or  pudding-stone,  formed  of  rounded 
masses  of  other  rocks  cemented  to- 
gether, and  called  by  the  Germans 
Nagelfiae,  or  Nail-rock,  from  the 
knobs  and  protuberances  which  its 
surflEUM  presents,  resembling  nail- 
heads,  from  the  nature  of  the  struc- 
ture of  this  kind  of  rock,  it  is  very 
liable  to  become  cracked,  and  if  rain-> 
water  or  springs  penetrate  these  fis- 
sures they  will  not  fail  to  dissolve  or 
moisten  the  unctuous  beds  of  clay 
which  separate  the  nagelflue  from  the 
strata  below  it,  and  cause  large  por- 
tions of  it  to  detach  themselves  from 
the  mass.  The  strata  of  the  Bossberg 
are  tilted  up  from  the  side  of  the 
lake  of  Zug,  and  slope  down  towards 
Goldau  like  the  roof  of  a  house.  The 
slanting  direction  of  the  seams  which 
part  the  strata  is  well  seen  on  the 
road  from  Arth.  If,  therefore,  the 
clay  which  fills  these  seams  be  washed 
out  by  rains,  or  reduced  to  the  state 
of  a  viscous  or  slimy  mud,  it  is  evident 
that  such  portions  of  the  rock  as  have 
been  detached  from  the  rest  by  the 
fissures  above  alluded  to,  must  slip 
down,  like  the  masses  of  snow  which 
fall  from  the  roof  of  a  house  as  soon 
as  the  lower  side  is  thawed,  or  as  a 
vessel  when  launched  slides  down  the 
inclined  plane  purposely  greased  to 
hasten  its  descent.  Within  the  period 
of  human  records  destructive  land- 
slips had  repeatedly  fallen  from  the 
Bossberg,  and  a  great  part  of  the 

Siles  of  earth,  rock,  and  stones,  which 
eform  the  face  of  the  valley,  derive 
their  origin  from  such  catastrophes 
of  ancient  date;  but  the  most  de- 
structive of  all  appears  to  have  been 
the  last.  The  vacant  space  along  the 
top  of  the  mountain  caused  by  the 
descent  of  a  portion  of  it,  calculated 
to  have  been  a  league  long,  1000  ft 
broad,  and  100  ft  thick,  and  a  small 
fragment  at  its  farther  extremity, 
which  remained  when  the  rest  broke 
off,  are  also  very  apparent,  and  assist 
in  telling  the  story.  The  long  and 
wide  inclined  plane  forming  the  side 
of  the  mountain,  now  ploughed  up 
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and  scarified  as  it  were,  was  pre- 
viously covered  with  fields,  woods, 
and  houses.  Some  of  the  buildings 
are  still  standiAg  within  a  few  yards 
of  the  precipice  which  marks  the  line 
of  the  fracture. 

The  catastrophe  is  thus  described 
in  the  narrative  published  at  the 
time  by  Dr.  Zay,  of  Arth,  an  eye- 
witness:— 

"  The  summer  of  1806  had  been 
very  rainy,  and  on  the  Ist  and  2nd 
September  it  rained  incessantly.  New 
crevices  were  observed  in  the  flank  of 
the  mountain,  a  sort  of  cracking  noise 
was  heard  internally,  stones  started 
out  of  the  ground,  detached  fragments 
of  rocks  rolled  down  the  mountain; 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
2nd  of  September,  a  large  rock  be- 
came loose,  and  in  falling  raised  a 
cloud  of  black  dust      Toward  the 
lower   part    of    the    mountain,    the 
ground  seemed  pressed  down  from 
above;  and  when  a  stick  or  a  .spade 
was  driven  in,  it  moved  of  itself.    A 
man,  who  had  been  digging  in  his 
garden,  ran  away  from  fright  at  these 
extraordinary  appearances ;    soon  a 
fissure,  larger  than  sdl  the  others,  was 
observed ;    insensibly   it   increased ; 
springs  of  water  ceased  all  at  once 
to  flow;  the  pine-trees  of  the  forest 
absolutely  reeled;    birds  flew  away 
screaming.     A  few   minutes   before 
five  o'clock  the   symptoms  of  some 
mighty    catastropne     became     still 
stronger ;   the  wnole   surface  of  the 
mountain  seemed  to  glide  down,  but 
so  slowly  as  to  afford  time  to  the 
inhabitants  to  go  away.    An  old  man, 
who  had  often  predicted  some  such 
disaster,   was    quietly    smoking    his 
pipe  when  told  by  a  young  man,  run- 
ning by,  that  the  mountain  was  in  the 
act  of  fidling;  he  rose  and  looked 
out,  but  came  into  his  house  again, 
saying  he  had  time  to  fill  another 

Sipe.  The  young  man,  continuing  to 
y,  was  thrown  down  several  times, 
and  escaped  with  difficulty;  looking 
back,  he  saw  the  house  carried  off  aU 
at  once. 

**  Another  inhabitant  being  alarmed, 
took  two  of  his  children  and  ran  away 
with  them,  calling  to  his  wife  to  fol- 


low with  the  third;  but  she  went  in 
for  another,  who  still  remained  (Ma- 
rianne, aged  five) :  just  then,  Fran- 
cisca  Ulrich,  their  servant  was  cross- 
ing the  room,  with  this  Marianne, 
whom  she  held  by  the  hand,  and  saw 
her  mistress;  at  that  instant  as  Fran- 
cisca  afterwards  said,  *  The  house  ap- 
peared to  be  torn  from  its  foundation 
(it  was  of  wood),  and  spun  round  and 
round  like  a  tetotum;  I  was  some- 
times on  my  head,  sometimes  on  my 
feet,  in  total  darkness,  and  violently 
separated  from  the  child.'    When  the 
motion    stopped,    she    found   herself 
jammed  in  on  all  sides,  virith  her  head 
downwards,  much  bruised,  and  in  ex- 
treme pain.    She  supposed  she  was 
buried  alive  at  a  great  depth ;  with 
much  difficulty  she  disengaged  her 
right  hand,  and  wiped  the  blood  from 
her  eyes.    Presently  she  heard  the 
faint  moans  of  Marianne,  and  called 
to  her  by  her  name;  the  child  an- 
swered   that  she  was  on  her   back 
among  stones  and  bushes,  which  held 
her  fast  hut  that  her  hands  were  free, 
and  that  she  saw  the  light  ^^^  even 
something  green.    She  asked  whether 
people  would  not  soon  come  to  take 
them  out.    Francisca  answered  that 
it  was  the  day  of  judgment  and  that 
no  one  was  left  to  nelp  them;  but  that 
they  would  be  released  by  death,  and 
be  happy  in  heaven.    They  prayed 
together.     At   last   Francisca  s    ear 
was  struck  by  the  sound  of  a  bell, 
which  she  knew  to  be  that  of  Steinen- 
berg:  then  seven  o'clock  struck  in  an- 
other village,  and  she  began  to  hope 
there  were  still    living   oeings,   and 
endeavoured    to  comfort    the    child. 
The  poor  little  girl  was  at  first  cla- 
morous for  her  supper,  but  her  cries 
soon  became  fainter,  and  at  last  quite 
died  away.    Francisca,  still  with  her 
head  dovniwards,  and  surrounded  with 
damp  earth,  experienced  a  sense  of 
cold  in  her  feet  almost  insupportable. 
After   prodigious    efforts    she    suc- 
ceeded in  disengaging  her  legs,  and 
thinks    this  saved    her    life.    Many 
hours  had  passed  in  this  situation, 
when  she  again  heard  the  voice  of 
Marianne,  wno  had  been  asleep,  and 
now  renewed  her  lamentations.    In 
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the  mean  time  the  imfortunate  fiither, 
who,  with  much  difficulty,  had  saved 
himself  and  two  children,  wandered 
aboat  till  daylight,  when  he  came 
among  the  ruins  to  look  for  the  rest 
of  his  family.  He  soon  discovered 
his  wife,  by  a  foot  which  appeared 
above  ground:  she  was  dead,  with  a 
child  in  her  arms.  His  cries,  and  the 
noise  he  made  in  digging,  were  heard 
by  Marianne,  who  called  out.  She 
was  extricated  with  a  broken  thigh, 
and,  saying  that  Francisca  was  not  far 
off^  a  farther  search  led  to  her  release 
alao;  but  in  such  a  state  that  her  life 
was  despaired  of:  she  was  blind  for 
some  days,  and  remained  subject  to 
convulsive  fits  of  terror.  It  appeared 
that  the  house,  or  themselves  at  least, 
had  been  carried  down  about  1500 
feet  from  where  it  stood  before. 

"  In  another  place,  a  child  two  years 
old  was  found  unhurt,  lying  on  its 
straw  mattress  upon  the  mud,  without 
any  vestige  of  the  house  from  which 
he  had  been  separated.  Such  a  mass 
of  earth  and  stones  rushed  at  once  into 
the  lake  of  Lowertz,  although  5  nu 
distant,  that  one  end  of  it  was  filled 
np,  and  a  prodigious  wave  passing 
completely  over  the  island  of  Schwan- 
ao,  70  feet  above  the  usual  level  of 
the  water,  overwhelmed  the  opposite 
shore,  and,  as  it  returned,  sw^t  away 
into  the  lake  many  houses  with  their 
inhabitants.  The  village  of  Seewen, 
situated  at  the  farther  end,  was  inun- 
dated, and  some  houses  washed  away; 
and  the  flood  carried  live  fish  into  tne 
village  of  Steinen.  The  chapel  of  Olten, 
built  of  wood,  was  found  half  a  league 
from  the  place  it  had  previously  occu- 
pied, and  many  lai^  blocks  of  stone 
com^etely  diangedtheir  position. 

**  The  most  considerable  of  the  vil- 
lages overwhelmed  in  the  vale  of  Arth 
was  Qoldau,  and  its  name  is  now 
affixed  to  the  whole  melancholy  story 
and  place.  I  shall  relate  only  one 
more  incident: — A  party  of  eleven 
travellers  from  Berne,  l)elonging  to 
the  most  distinguished  families  there, 
arrived  at  Ardi  on  the  2nd  of  Sep- 
tember, and  set  off  on  foot  for  the  Rigi 
a  few  minutes  before  the  catastrophe. 
S:\en  of  them  had  got   about  200 


yards  a-head, — ^the  other  four  saw 
them  entering  the  village  of  Qoldau; 
and  one  of  the  latter,  Mr.  R  Jenner, 
pointing  out  to  the  rest  the  summit  of 
the  Rossberg  (full  4  m.  off  in  a 
straight  line),  where  some  strange 
commotion  seemed  taking  place,  which 
they  themselves  Tthe  four  behind) 
were  observing  wim  a  telescope,  and 
had  entered  into  conversation  on  the 
subject  with  some  strangers  just  come 
up;  when,  aU  at  once,  a  flight  of 
stones,  like  cannon-balls,  traversed 
the  air  above  their  heads;  a  cloud  of 
dust  obscured  the  valley;  a  frightful 
noise  was  heard.  They  fled!  As 
soon  as  the  obscurity  was  so  far  dissi- 
pated as  to  make  objects  discernible, 
they  sought  their  friends;  but  the  vil- 
lage of  Goldau  had  disappeared  under 
a  neap  of  stones  and  ruDDish  100  feet 
in  height,  and  the  whole  valley  pre- 
sented nothing  but  a  perfect  chaos! 
Of  the  unfortunate  survivors,  one  lost 
a  wife  to  whom  he  was  just  married, 
one  a  son,  a  third  the  two  pupils  under 
his  care :  all  researches  to  discover 
their  remains  were,  and  have  ever 
since  been  fruitless.  Nothing  is  left 
of  Goldau  but  the  bell  which  hung  in 
its  steeple,  and  which  was  found 
about  a  mile  off.  With  the  rocks  tor- 
rents of  mud  came  down,  acting  as 
rollers;  but  they  took  a  different  di- 
rection when  in  the  valley,  the  mud 
following  the  slope  of  the  ground  to 
wards  the  lake  of  Lowertz,  while  the 
rocks,  preserving  a  straight  course, 
glancea  across  the  valley  towards  the 
Kigi.  The  rocks  above,  moving  much 
fietster  than  those  near  the  ground, 
went  farther,  and  ascended  even  a 
great  way  up  the  Rig^;  its  base  is  co- 
vered with  large  blocks  carried  to  an 
incredible  height,  and  by  which  trees 
were  mowed  down,  as  they  might 
have  been  by  cannon. 

"  A  long  track  of  ruins,  like  a  scarf, 
hangs  from  the  shoulder  of  the  Ross- 
berg, in  hideous  barrenness,  over  the 
rich  dress  of  shaggy  woods  and  green 
pastures,  and  grows  wider  and  wider 
down  to  the  lake  of  Lowertz  and  ot 
the  Rigi,  a  distance  of  4  or  5  m.  Its 
greatest  breadth  may  be  3  m.,  and 
the  triangular  area  of  ruins  is  fully 
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equal  to  that  of  Paris,  taken  at  the 
external  boulevards,  or  about  double 
the  real  extent  of  the  inhabited  city. 
I  notice,  however,  that  the  portion  of 
the  strata  at  the  top  of  the  Bossberg, 
which  slid  down  into  the  valley,  is 
certainly  less  than  the  chaotic  accu- 
mulation below;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  a  considerable  part  of  it.  comes 
from  the  soil  of  the  valley  itself, 
ploughed  up  and  thrown  into  ridges 
like  the  waves  of  the  sea,  and  hurled 
to  prodigious  distances  by  the  impulse 
of  the  descending  mass,  plunging  upon 
it  with  a  force  not  very  infenor  to 
that  of  a  cannon-ball." 

The  effects  of  this  terrible  convul- 
sion were  the  entire  destruction  of  the 
villages  Goldau,  Bussingen,  and  Ro- 
then,  and  a  part  of  Lowertz;  the  rich 
pasturages  in  the  valley  and  on  the 
slope  of  the  mountain,  entirely  over- 
whelmed by  it  and  ruined,  were  esti- 
mated to  be  worth  150,000/.;  Ill 
houses,  and  more  than  200  stables 
and  chalets,  were  buried  under  the 
debris  of  rocks,  which  of  themselves 
form  hills  several  hundred  feet  high. 
More  than  450  human  beines  perished 
by  this  catastrophe, .  and  whole  herds 
of  cattle  were  swept  away.  Five  mi- 
nutes sufficed  to  complete  the  work  of 
destruction.  The  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbouring  towns  and  villages  were 
first  roused  by  loud  and  grating 
sounds  like  thunder :  they  looked  to- 
wards the  spot  from  which  it  came, 
and  beheld  tne  valley  shrouded  in  a 
cloud  of  dust ;  when  it  had  cleared 
away,  they  found  the  face  of  natui^ 
(changed.  The  houses  of  Goldau  were 
literally  crushed  beneath  the  weight 
of  superincumbent  nmsses.  Lowertz 
was  overwhelmed  by  a  torrent  of  mud« 

The  danger  of  further  calamity 
from  the  faU  of  other  portions  of  the 
mountain  is  by  no  means  past,  even 
now.  On  July  3rd,  1823,  a  shepherd 
boy  climbed  up  to  the  peak  of  the 
Bossberg,  callea  Spitzbiihel,  to  gather 
herbs.  In  crossing  over  towards  Zug 
he  came  to  a  fissure,  which  he  leaped 
across ;  but  on  his  return  he  found  it 
so  much  widened,  that  he  could  not 
venture  to  repeat  his  jump,  and  was 
obliged   to   make  a  circuit  to   reach 


home.  By  the  6th  of  July  the  rent 
had  increased  to  a  width  of  40  or  TiO 
feet,  and  to  the  depth  of  nearly  twioe 
that  number  of  feet.  Great  appre- 
hensions were  entertained  lest  the 
mass  thus  separated  should  in  falline 
take  the  direction  of  the  Inn  and 
Church  of  Goldau :  however,  on  the 
11th,  after  the  crack  had  widened  to 
150  ft.,  with  a  depth  of  120,and  a  length 
of  200,  down  came  the  huge  fragment; 
it  was  shattered  to  pieces  in  its  fall, 
and  threw  up  the  waters  of  the  lake 
of  Lowertz  5  ft.,  but  did  no  damage. 

Those  who  desire  a  near  view  of 
the  landslip  should  ascend  the  Gnyp- 
enstock,  whose  summit  may  be  reached 
in  3  hours  from  Arth. 

The  church  and  one  of  the  inns 
at  Goldau  stand  on  the  site  of  the 
village  overwhelmed  by  the  Bossber<r; 
its  inhabitants,  thus  destroyed  in  the 
midst  of  security,  are  said  to  have 
been  remarkable'  for  the  purity  of 
their  manners  and  their  personal 
beauty.  The  church  contains  two 
tablets  of  black  marble  inscribed  with 
the  names  of  some  of  the  sufferers, 
and  with  particulars  of  the  sad  evenu 
The  high-road  traverses  the  tains  or 
'  debris,  which  extends  from  the  top  of 
the  Bossberg  far  up  the  Bigi  on  the 
rt.  It  ascends  vast  hillocks  of  rub- 
bish, calculated  to  be  30  feet  de<-p 
hereabouts;  but  near  the  centre  of  the 
valley  probably  200  feet,  and  winds 
among  enormous  blocks  of  stone  al- 
ready beginning  to  be  moss-grown, 
and  with  herbage  springing  up  be- 
tween them.  Among  these  mound< 
and  masses  of  rock  numerous  pooU 
are  enclosed,  arising  from  sprinp^ 
dammed  up  by  the  fallen  earth. 

Lowertz^  or  Lauerz,  standing  on  the 
margin  of  the  lake  round  which  our 
road  is  carried  on  a  terraced  embank- 
ment, lost  its  church  and  several  of  its 
houses  in  the  same  catastrophe.  The 
lake  was  diminished  by  one  quart4.7 
in  consequence  of  the  avalanche  ff 
mud  and  rubbish  which  entered  it, 
and  its  waters  were  thrown  tip  in  :& 
wave  70  feet  high  to  the  opposite  bank, 
so  as  to  cover  the  picturesque  island, 
and  sweep  away  a  small  chapel  whu.*b 
stood  upon  it.    The  ruined  CasiU  ./ 
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SchuxBum,  still  existing  apon  it,  has 
an  historical  interest  from  having 
been  destroyed  at  the  first  rising  of 
the  Swiss  Confederates  in  1308,  to 
avenge  an  oatrage  committed  by  the 
Seigneur,  in  carrying  off  a  damsel 
against  her  will,  and  detaining  her  in 
confinement.  **  There  is  a  wild  and 
sombre  tradition  attached  to  this 
island,  that  *onoe  a  year  cries  are 
heard  to  oome  from  it,  and  suddenly 
the  ghost  of  the  tyrant  is  seen  to 
pass,  chased  by  the  vengeful  spirit  of 
a  pale  girl,  bearing  a  torch,  and 
shrieking  wildly.  At  first  he  eludes 
her  swiftness;  but  at  length  she  gains 
upon  him,  and  forces  him  into  the 
lake,  where  he  sinks  with  doleful 
struggles;  and,  as  the  waves  close 
over  tbe  condemned,  the  shores  ring 
with  fearful  and  unearthly  yelling^   ' 

[Near  the  village  of  Lowertz  another 
footpath  strikes  up  the  Rigi,  which  is 
shorter  than  goinground  by  Goldaufor 
traveUers  approaching  from  Schwytz 
or  Bnznnen.  About  S  m.  above  Low- 
ertz it  feUs  into  the  path  from  Gol- 
dau.  (Rte.  15.)  The  lUgi  Knlm  may 
be  reached  by  it  in  3  hours.] 

Seewen — (Irm:  ZumSjreutz) — a  vil- 
lage at  the  £.  extremity  of  the  lake, 
is  resorted  to  on  account  of  its  chaly- 
beate springs.  Baths,  &c.,  have  been 
establisned  here.  A  direct  road  to 
Bronnen  here  turns  to  the  rt ;  it  is 
i^  m.  shorter  than  that  by  Schwytz, 
but  is  not  good, 

SchwiftZ'-^lnns :  Rossli,  clean  and 
reasonable; — ^H.  Hettinger;  Pension 
Yutz,  10  min.  walk,  comfortable,  and 
prettily  situated) — is  a  mere  village, 
though  the  chief  place  in  the  canton — 
•*  the  heart's  core  of  Helvetia" — ^from 
which  comes  the  name  Switzerland, 
and  contains  5748  Inhab.  (nearly 
all  B4»nan  Catholics,  including  the 
adjoining  scattered  houses  ana  vil- 
lages, wnich  aXi  belong  to  one  parish. 
It  lies  picturesquely,  about  3  m.  from 
Bnamen  (Rte.  18),  its  port  on  the  lake 
of  Xiooeme,  at  the  foot  of  the  very 
conspicuouB  double-peaked  mountain, 
caUed  Mvthen  (Mitres),  the  loftiest 
of  whose  noms  is  58t>0  feet  above  the 
sea;  and  they  flank  the  summit  of  the 
Hacken  Pass. 


Adjoining  the  Pariah  Churchy  a  mo- 
dem building,  finished  in  1774,  is  a 
small  Gothic  chapel,  called  Kerker^ 
erected,  according  to  tradition,  at  a 
time  when  admission  to  the  church 
was  denied  the  people  by  a  ban  of  ex- 
communication fh>m  the  Pope.  It 
was  built  in  gr^at  haste,  half  of  it 
within  three  days,  and  the  mass  was 
secretly  administered  within  it. 

In  the  Cemetery  of  the  parish  church 
is  the  grave  of  Aloys  Reding,  the  pa- 
triotic leader  (Landeshauptnum)  of 
the  Swiss  against  the  French  Repub- 
licans, in  1798.  *'  Cujus  nomen  summa 
laus/'  says  his  epitaph. 

The  Bathhaw,  a  building  of  no  great 
antiquity  nor  beauty,  in  which  the 
Council  of  the  canton  holds  its  sittings, 
is  decorated  with  portraits  of  43  Lan- 
dammans,  and  a  carved  ceiling. 

The  Arsenal  contains  banners  taken 
by  the  Schwytzers  at  Morgarten,  and 
others  borne  by  them  in  the  battles  of 
Laupen,  Sempach,  Kappel,  Morat, 
&c. ;  also  a  consecrated  standard  pre- 
sented by  Pope  Julius  II.  to  the 
Schwytzers. 

The  Archiv  (record-office)  is  a  tower 
of  rough  masonry  several  stories  high, 
and  was  probably  once  a  castle:  its 
walls  are  remarkably  thick,  and  be- 
neath it  are  dungeons. 
.  Schwytz  possesses  a  Capuchin  con- 
vent, and  a  Dominican  nunnery,  found- 
ed in  1287.  A  Jesuit  convent  and 
Ch.,  built  1847,  on  the  hill,  has  never 
been  occupied. 

Model  of  the  valley  of  Muotta,  illus- 
trating the  French  and  Russian  cam- 
paign at  M.  Schindler*s. 

IHiigences  to  Lucerne,  Ziirich,  Rlch- 
terschwyl,  Einsiedeln,  St.  Gall,  and 
Glarus. 

The  Schwytzers  first  became  known 
in  Europe  about  the  year  1200,  in  a 
dispute  which  the  natives  of  this  dis- 
trict had  with  the  tenants  of  the 
monks  of  Einsiedeln.  The  holy  Fa- 
thers, concealing  from  the  Emperor 
the  very  existence  of  such  a  race  as 
the  men  of  Schwytz,  had  obtained 
from  him  a  grant  of  their  possessions, 
as  waste  ana  unoccupied  lands.  The 
Schwytzers,  however,  were  able  to 
maintain  their  own  property  by  their 
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own  swords,  until  at  length  the  Em- 
peror Frederick  IL  confirmed  to  them 
their  rights. 

The  name  Swiss  (Schwytzer)  was 
first  given  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
three  Forest  cantons  after  the  battle 
of  Morgarten,  their  earliest  victory,  in 
which  the  men  of  Schwytz  had  taken 
the  lead,  and  prominently  distin- 
guished themselves  above  the  others. 

At  Ibachj  a  village  on  the  Muotta 
(through  which  the  road  to  Brunnen 
passes),  may  be  seen  the  place  of  as- 
semblage wnere  the  Cantons-Landes- 
Gemeinde — consisting  of  all  the  male 
citizens  of  the  canton — formerly  met 
in  the  open  air  to  choose  their  magis- 
trates, irom  the  Landanmians  down 
to  the  lowest  officer.  Here  they  used 
to  deliberate  and  vote  on  the  affairs 
of  the  state,  decide  on  peace  or  war, 
form  alliances,  or  despatch  embassies 
— a  singular  example  of  universal 
suffrage  and  the  legislation  of  the 
masses.  The  business  was  opened  by 
prayer,  and  by  the  whole  assembly 
kneeling,  and  taking  an  oath  faithfully 
to  discharge  their  legislative  duties. 
According  to  the  Constitution  of  183:^, 
the  General  Assemblies  of  the  canton 
arc  now  held  at  Rothenthurn,  on  the 
road  to  Einsiedeln.  At  present  the 
meeting  of  the  Circle  only  is  held 
here. 


ROUTE  18. 

THE  LAKE  OF  LUCERNE.   LUCERNE  TO 

FLUELEN.     {See  Map,  Rte.  16.) 

Steamers  5  times  a  day  between 
Lucerne  and  Fliielen  (26  Eng.  m.) 
— to  Weggis  in  J  hr.  —  Beckenried 
in  IJhr.— -Gersau  m  If  hr. — Brunnen, 
2  hrs. — ^Fliielen  in  3  hrs. — 3  times  a 
day  to  Alpnach  ;  ditto  to  Kiissnacht. 
Fare — Ist  class,  4  fr.  60,  to  Fliielen. 
Return-tickets  for  3  days  6  fr.  Pas- 
sengers for  Schw  vz  and  for  the  St. 
Gotthard  line  are  booked  on  board. 

The  scale  of  charges  for  conveying 
carriages,  including  embarking,  is 
fixed  by  tariff  in  the  Indicateur. 

Boats  may  be  hired  at  all  the  ports 
on  the  lake,  and  are  convenient  when 
the  steamer's  time  is  not  suitable.  The 
charges  are  fixed  by  tariff,  which  may 
be  seen  at  the  inns,  but  the  men  ex- 
pect a  bonnemain. 

Much  has  been  said  of  the  dangers 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  arising  from 
storms :  sudden  and  tempestuous  winds 
no  doubt  do  sometimes  occur  ;  bat  tlie 
boatmen  can  always  foresee  Uie  ap- 
proach of  a  storm,  and  are  yery  care* 
ful  not  to  subject  themselves  to  any 
risk.  The  clumsy  flat-bottomed  boats 
are  only  fit  for  the  dead  calm  which 
generally  prevails,  and  would  be  use- 
kss  if  tnere  was  often  bad  weather ; 
yet  instances  of  accidents  are  hardly 
known — either  the  boatmen  will  not 
stir  out,  or  put  into  shore,  which  is 
always  near,  on  the  slightest  appear- 
ance of  bad  weather.  Those  who 
trust  themselves  on  the  lake  in  boats 
should  implicitly  follow  the  advice  of 
the  boatmen,  and  not  urge  them  to 
venture  when  disinclined,  neither  they 
nor  their  boats  being  fit  for  bad 
weather. 

The  loinds  on  the  lake  are  singularly 
capricious  and  variable,  blowing  at  the 
same  time  from  opposite  quarters  of 
the  compass  in  dinferent  parts  of  it, 
so  that  tne  boatmen  say  that  there  is 
a  new  wind  behind  every  promontoiy. 
The  most  violent  is  the  S.  wmd,  or  Fohn, 
which  occasionally  rushes  so  ftaiousiy 
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down  the  bay  of  Uri  as  to  preyent  the 
progress  of  any  row-boat,  and  renders 
It  difficult  for  eyen  a  steamer  to 
make  headway.  Daring  fine  weather, 
in  smnmer,  the  north  wind  blows 
along  the  bay  of  Uri  from  ten  to  three 
or  four,  after  which  it  dies  away,  and 
is  snooeeded  by  the  S.  wind.  The 
boatmen,  in  coming  from  Lucerne,  en- 
deavour to  reach  Fliielen  before  the 
wind  turns. 

The  Lake  of  Lucerne^  or  of  the  Ibur 
Forest  Cantons  (Yier-WaldstJidter- 
SeeX  so  called  from  the  cantons  of 
Uri,  Unterwalden,  Schwytz,  and  Lu- 
cerne, which  exdusiTeiy  form  its 
shores,  is  distinguished  above  every 
lake  in  Switzerland,  and  perhaps  in 
Europe,  by  the  beauty  and  saoUme 
eranaeur  of  its  scenery.  It  is  hardly 
less  interesting  from  the  historical 
recollections  connected  with  it.  Its 
shores  are  a  classic  region — ^the  sanc- 
tuary of  liberty  ;  on  them  took  place 
those  memoraole  events  which  gave 
freedom  to  Switzerland  —  here  the 
first  Confederacy  was  formed ;  and, 
above  all,  its  borders  were  the  scene 
of  the  heroic  deeds  and  signal  ven- 
geance of  William  Tell,  on  which 
account  they  are  sometimes  called 
Tell's  Country. 

The  hike  lies  at  a  height  of  1406  ft 
above  the  sea^level :  it  is  of  very  ir- 
regular shape,  assuming,  near  its  W. 
extremity,  the  form  of  a  cross.  Its 
various  Days,  branching  in  different 
directions,  are  navigated  by  separate 
lines  of  steamers,  and  are  each  named 
after  the  chief  town  or  villa^  situated 
on  them :  thus  theW.  branch  is  properly 
the  lake  of  Lucerne ;  then  come  the 
bays  of  Alpnach  on  the  S.,  Kussnacht 
on  the  N.,  Buochs,  stretching  £.  and 
W. ;  and  lastly,  the  bay  of  Uri,  run- 
ning N.  and  S.,  entirely  enclosed 
within  the  mountains  of  that  canton. 

Quitting  Lucerne,  the  steamboat 
soon  arrives  abreast  of  a  promontory 
on  the  L,  called  Meggennom,  close 
off  which  lies  a  small  island,  the  only 
one  in  the  lake.  A  Frenchman,  the 
Abbe  Beynal,  took  upon  himself  to 
raise  upon  it  a  monument  to  the 
fDunder  of  Swiss  liberty  ;  it  consisted 
of  a  wooden  obeHsk,  painted  to  look 


like  granite,  with  Tail's  apple  and 
arrow  on  the  top.  This  gingerbread 
memorial  of  vanity  and  baid  taste  was 
luckily  destroyed  by  lightning.  Thus 
fiff  the  shores  of  the  lake  are  undu- 
lating hiUs,  clothed  with  verdure,  and 
dotted  with  houses  and  villas — a  smil- 
ing scene  to  which  the  dark  ridge 
of  Filatus  adds  a  solitary  feature  of 
^^ndeur.  After  doubling  the  cape 
of  the  Meggenhom,  the  bay  of  Kuss- 
nacht opens  out  on  the  L,  that  of 
Alpnach  on  the  rt.,  and  the  traveller 
finds  himself  in  the  centre  of  the 
cross  or  transept  (so  to  call  it)  of  the 
lake.  From  this  point  Mount  Pilate 
is  seen  to  great  advantage — clouds 
and  darkness  almost  invariably  rest 
upon  his  head,  and  his  serrated  ridge 
and  gloomy  sides  have  a  sullen  air  in 
the  midst  of  the  sunny  and  cheerful 
landscape  around.  The  superstitions 
connected  with  this  mountain  are 
mentioned  in  Bte.  16. 

liooking  up  the  bay  of  Kfissnacht 
the  ruined  castle  of  Neu  Habsburg  is 
seen  on  the  1.  perched  on  a  cliff ;  and, 
at  the  further  extremity  of  the  village 
of  Ktissnacht,  a  fort  belonging  to  the 
counts  of  that  name.  The  colossal 
mass  of  the  Rigi  occupies  the  other 
side  of  the  bay.  Its  sides  are  g^rt 
with  forests,  oelow  which  runs  a 
fringe  of  fields  and  gardens,  dotted 
with  cottages  ;  while,  above,  it  is 
clothed  to  its  very  summit  with  ver- 
dant pastures,  feeding  a  hundred 
flocks; — an  agreeable  contrast  to  his 
opposite  neighbour  Pilate. 

After  weathering  the  promontory 
of  Tanzenburg,  a  spur  or  buttress  de- 
scending f^om  the  Kigi,  the  village  of 
Weggie  appears  in  sight :  it  is  the 
usual  port  of  embarkation  for  travel- 
lers returning  from  the  Rigi,  and  may 
be  reached  in  about  an  hour  from  Lu- 
cerne. The  high  precipices  opposite 
Weggis  belong  to  canton  Unterwalden, 
but  uie  narrow  ledge  of  meadow  at 
their  base  is  in  canton  Lucerne. 

Two  rocky  headlands  projecting 
firom  the  Rigi  on  one  side,  and  the 
Bureenburg  on  the  other —  signifi- 
cantly caU^  the  Noses  (Nasen) — ^now 
appear  to  close  up  the  lake  ;  but  as 
we  boat  advances,  a  narrow  strait^ 
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not  more  than  l^m.  wide,  is  disclosed 
between  them.  Once  through  these 
narrows,  and  the  noses  seem  to  hare 
overlapped  each  other,  and  the  tra- 
Teller  enters,  as  it  were,  a  new  lake 
shut  oat  bv  high  mountains  from  that 
which  he  has  traversed  before.  This 
oval  basin  is  called  the  Gvlf  of  Buochs, 
from  the  little  village  at  the  bottom 
of  the  bay  on  its  S.  shore,  behind 
which  rise  two  grand  mountains,  the 
Buochser  and  Stanzer-Hom. 

Bechenried  (Jtm :  Sonne  ;  Mond  ; 
Krone;  Adler),  a  very  thriving  place, 
many  houses  in  construction,  was 
once  the  place  of  assembly  of  the 
council  of  the  4  cantons.  The  steamers 
here  land  passengers  bound  for  Buochs 
(3  nu)  or  Stans  (6  m.).  Carriages 
may  be  hired  here,  and  there  is  an 
omnibus  daily  for  Lungem  and  the 
Brunig  (Rte.  19). 

There  is  a  pleasant  walk  from  Beck- 
enried  to  Grutli,  by  a  charming  path, 
leading  in  2^  hrs.  by  Emetten,  ithe 
Seelis-see  and  the  village  of  Seelis- 
berg.  A  splendid  view  of  the  lake 
from  the  top  of  the  ascent  between 
Beckenried  and  Emetten. 

On  the  opposite  shore,  at  the  foot 
of  the  Bigi,  nestles  Uie  litde  village 
Gersau  —  (Inn  ctnd  Pension:  Sonne, 
small,  but  clean) — which,  with  the 
small  strip  of  cultivated  and  meadow 
land  behind  it,  formed,  for  four  cen- 
turies, an  independent  state,  undoubt- 
edly the  smallest  in  civilized  Edrope. 

Its  entire  territory  consisted  of  a 
slope  leaning  against  the  side  of  the 
mountain,  produced  probably  by  the 
earth  and  rubbish  washed  down  from 
above,  by  two  mountain  •>  torrents 
breaking  out  of  ravines  behind  it 
The  whole  extent  of  land  cannot  mea- 
sure more  than  3  m.  by  2,  which 
would  make  a  very  smtul  pariah  in 
England  ;  scarcely  an  acre  of  it  is 
level  ground,  but  it  is  covered  with 
orcha^,  and  supports  a  population 
of  1348  souls,  dw^ng  in  174  houses, 
82  of  which  form  the  village. 

It  is  recorded  that  the  people  of 
Gersau  bought  their  freedom  from  a 
state  of  viUenage  in  1390,  with  a  sum 
of  690  lbs.  of  pfennings,  scraped  to- 
gether after  10  years  of  hard  toil,  to 


satisfy  the  Lords  of  Moos,  citizens  of 
Lucerne,  whose  serfs  they  had  nre- 
viously  been.  They  maintained  tneir 
independence  apart  from  any  other 
canton,  and  governed  by  a  landam- 
man  and  council,  chosen  from  among 
themselves,  until  the  Erench  occupied 
Switzerland  in  1798,  since  which  they 
have  been  united  with  the  canton 
Schwytz.  Though  Gersau  possessed 
a  criminal  jurisdiction  of  its  own,  to- 
gether with  a  gallows  still  left  stand- 
ing, no  instance  of  a  capital  execution 
occurred  during  the  whole  of  its  ex- 
istence as  a  separate  state. 

There  is  something  very  pleasing 
in  the  aspect  of  Gersau  on  Uie  margin 
of  its  quiet  cove,  shrouded  in  orchards 
and  shut  out  from  the  rest  of  the  world 
by  the  precipices  of  the  Rig^ ;  for, 
although  there  is  a  path  hence  to 
Brunnen,  and  another  to  the  top  of 
the  mountain,  they  are  difficult  and 
little  used.  Its  picturesque,  broad- 
brimmed  cottages  are  scattered  among 
the  fields  and  chesnnt  woods  nearly 
to  the  summit  of  the  slopes ;  some 
perched  on  sloping  lawns,  so  steep  that 
they  seem  likely  to  slip  into  the  lake. 
A  road  has  been  made  from  Gersaa 
along  the  lake  to  Brunnen,  and  a  path 
leads  up  the  Rigi  by  the  Rigi  Schei- 
deck  Inn  (Rte.  15\ 

The  steamer  calls  off  Gersau,  which 
is  reached  in  1||  hr.  from  Lucerne. 
As  soon  as  it  is  left  behind,  the  sin- 
gular bare  peaks  of  the  Mythen 
(Mitres)  start  up  into  view, — at  their 
foot  the  town  of  hchwytz  is  built,  3  m. 
inland,  and  in  front  of  them  stands 
the  village  of 

Brunnen  —  (/niw  :  Golden  Adler ; 
Cheval  Blanc;  H.  d'Angleterre) — the 
bustling  port  of  the  canton  Schwytz, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Mno'tta. 
Its  position  in  reference  to  the  sur- 
rounding scenery  is  one  of  the  most 
fortunate  on  the  lake,  commanding  a 
view  along  two  of  its  finest  reaches. 
Mt.  POatus  is  well  seen  from  this.  The 
warehouse,  called  8v«ti  bears  on  its 
outer  walls  a  rude  painting  of  the  three 
Confederates,  to  commemorate  thefirat 
alliance  which  was  formed  on  tiiis 
spot  between  the  Forest  Cantons  in 
1315,  after  the  battle  of  Morgarten. 
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AloTs  Reding  here  raised  the  standard 
of  revolt  against  the  French  in  1798. 

[Those  who  intend  to  ascend  the 
Bigi  from  this,  usuall  v  take  a  char  to 
Goidau  (charge  9  frs.)  :  —  for  pe- 
destrians there  is  a  shorter  footpath 
from  Lowertz  (see  Rte.  17).  The 
Stoss,  2^  hrs.  to  the  8JB.  of  Bninnen, 
and  especially  the  Prohnalp,  1|  hr. 
S.  from  the  Stoss,  command  magnifi- 
cent views.  The  FrohnaJp  Fensicm  is 
nearly  opposite  Seelisberg;  it  is  ele- 
vated ana  aiiT*] 

Diligences  tot  St  Grail,  Einsiedeln, 
and  Zug. 

Opposite  Bmnnen,  the  lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons  changes  at  once  its  di- 
rection and  its  character.  Along  the 
baj  of  Uri,  or  of  f  liielen  as  it  is  some- 
times called,  it  stretches  nearly  N. 
and  S.  Its  borders  are  perpendicular, 
and  almost  unintermpted  precipices  ; 
the  basements  and  buttresses  of  co- 
lossal mountains,  higher  than  any  of 
those  which  overlook  the  other 
branches  of  the  lake;  and  their  snowy 
summits  peer  down  from  above  the 
clouds,  or  through  the  gullies  in  their 
sides,  upon  the  dark  giuf  below.  At 
the  point  of  the  promontory,  opposite 
Bmnnen,  stands  a  small  mn,  called 
Treib,  with  a  little  haven  in  front 
[The  small  village  of  Seelisberg 
stands  on  the  slope  of  the  mountain 
above  Treib;  just  oeyond  which  is  the 
popular  Pension  (and  Carhaus)  of 
.<(mnenberg^  1  hr.  from  Treib,  2^  hrs. 
from  Beckenried,  and  by  a  steep  climb 
of  I  hr.  from  Griitli.  It  is  about 
1300  feet  above  the  lake,  and  is  filled 
to  overflowing  during  the  season. 
New  milk  every  morning  at  6.  Son- 
nenberg  is  beautifully  situated  on  the 
brow  of  a  precipice,  immediately 
under  the  Oberbauen  or  Seelisbei^r 
Kulm  (3  hrs.  ascent),  and  the  Uri 
Kothstock,  and  looks  directly  down 
on  the  bright  waters  of  the  lake.  It 
is  surrounded  by  fragrant  fir-woods, 
and  many  pretty  wa&s  lead  from  it. 
One  may  bathe  in  the  lake  of  Seelis- 
berg. Panorama  from  the  Seeiisberger 
Kn£n,  practicable  for  good  l^y 
walkers,  is  first  class.  There  is  a 
footpad  from  Treib  to  Eliielen  over 
the  moontaius  by  Seelisberg,  Bauen, 


Isenthal,  and  Seedorf.]  There  is 
a  similar  and  equally  difficult  paUi 
from  Schwytz  to  Morsach,  Sisikon, 
Tellenrfith,  to  Altorf,  which  was 
nevertheless  traversed  by  the  French 
General  Lecourbe,  with  his  army, 
in  pursuit  of  Suwarrow,  in  the 
night,  by  torchlight.  In  1799.  The 
want  of  boats  to  transport  his  forces 
across  the  lake  compelled  him  to  this 
daring  exploit  On  turning  the  corner 
of  the  promontory  of  Treib,  a  singular 
rock,  called  Wytenstein,  rising  like  an 
obelisk  out  of  the  water,  is  passed,  and 
the  Bay  of  Uri^  in  all  its  stupendous 
grandeur,  bursts  into  view. 

*'  It  is  upon  this  that  the  superiority 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne  to  all  other 
lakes,  or,  as  far  as  I  know,  scenes 
upon  earth,  depends.  The  vast  moun- 
tains rising  on  every  side  and  closing 
at  the  end,  with  their  rich  clothing  of 
wood,  the  sweet  soft  spots  of  verdant 
pasture  scattered  at  their  feet,  and 
sometimes  on  their  breast,  and  the 
expanse  of  water,  unbroken  by  islands, 
and  almost  undisturbed  by  any  signs  of 
living  men,  make  an  impression  which 
it  would  be  foolish  to  attempt  to  con- 
vey by  words."— iS'iV  Janies  Mackin- 
tosh. 

W.  rt,  after  passing  the  Wytenstein 
about  a  mile,  the  precipices  recede  a 
little,  leaving  a  ledge,  formed  by  earth 
fallen  from  above,  and  sloping  down 
to  the  water's  edge.  A  few  walnut 
and  chesnat  trees  have  here  taken 
root,  and  the  small  space  of  level 
ground  is  occupied  bv  a  meadow  con- 
spicuous among  the  surrounding 
woods  from  the  brightness  of  its  ver- 
dure. This  is  GrUtli  or  Jiiitli^  the 
spot  pointed  out  by  tradition  as  the 
rendezvous  of  the  3  founders  of  Swiss 
freedom,  —  Werner  Stauffacher,  of 
Steinen,  in  Schwytz  ;  Emi  (Arnold) 
an  der  Halden,  of  Melchthal,  in  Un- 
terwalden  ;  and  Walter  Fiirst,  of  At- 
tinghausen,  in  UrL  These  "honest 
conspirators"  met  in  secret  ip.  the 
deaa  of  night,  on  this  secluded  spot, 
at  the  end  of  the  year  1307,  to  form 
the  plan  for  liberating  their  country 
from  the  oppression  of  their  Austrian 
governors.  They  here  **  swore  to  be 
faithful  to  each  other,  but  to  do  no 
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wrong  to  the  Coont  of  Habsburg,  and 
not  to  maltreat  his  gOYernors." 

« These  poor  mountaineers,  in  the 
14th  cent,  furnish,  perhaps,  the  only 
example  of  insurgents  who,  at  the 
moment  of  revolt,  bind  themselves  as 
sacredly  to  be  just  and  merciful  to 
their  oppressors  as  to  be  faithful  to 
each  other  ;*'  and,  we  may  add,  who 
carried  out  their  intentions.  The 
scheme  thus  concerted  was  carried 
into  execution  on  the  following  new 
year's  day  ;  and  such  was  the  origin 
of  the  Swiss  Confederation. 

According  to  popular  belief,  which 
everywhere  in  Switzerland  connects 
political  events  with  notions  of  reli- 
gion, the  oath  of  the  Griitli  was  fol- 
h)wed  by  a  miracle,  and  3  springs 
ffushed  forth  from  the  spot  upon  which 
the  3  confederates  had  stood.  In  token 
of  this  every  stranger  is  conducted  to 
a  litUe  hut  built  over  the  3  sources  of 
pure  water,  and  is  invited  to  drink 
out  of  them  to  the  memory  of  the  3 
founders  of  Swiss  freedom.  It  is 
doubtful  whether  the  3  sources  are  not 
merely  1  split  into  3  ;  but  few  would 
search  to  detect  *'  the  pious  fraud." 

The  view  from  Griitli  is  deliehtftiL 
A  small  scar  may  be  observed  from 
hence  on  the  face  of  the  opposite 
precipice  of  Uie  Frohnalpstock,  formed 
by  the  fall  of  a  piece  of  rock.  The 
fhigment  which  has  left  such  a  trifling 
blemish  was  about  1200  ft.  wide ; 
when  it  fell  it  raised  such  a  wave  on 
the  lake  as  overwhelmed  5  houses  of 
the  villf^  of  Sissigen,  distant  1  mile, 
and  11  onts  inhabitants  were  drowned. 
The  swell  was  felt  at  Lucerne,  more 
than  20  miles  off. 

The  immediate  shores  of  the  bay 
of  Uri  were,  down  to  1865,  utterly 
pathless,  since,  for  the  most  part, 
Its  dides  are  precipices,  descending 
vertically  into  the  water,  without  an 
inch  of  foreground  between.  Here 
and  there  a  small  slopine  ledge  inter- 
venes, as  at  Griitli,  and  on  one  or 
two  other  spots  room  has  been  found 
for  a  scanty  g^oup  of  houses,  as 
at  Sisikon,  Bauen,  Isleten,  &c.  The 
strata  are  singularly  contorted  in 
many  places. 

After  the  union    of  Savoy   with 


France,  the  Swiss  Government,  per- 
ceiving the  necessity,  for  strat^c 
reasons,  of  increased  facility  of  com- 
munication between  the  W.  and  £. 
cantons,  commenced  the  constructioiL 
of  a  high  road — ^the  Asen  Strasse — 
along  the  £.  clifis  of  the  Bay  of  Uri. 
from  Brunnen  to  Fluelen,  where  it 
joins  the  St.  Gotthard,  a  pleasant 
walk  of  8  m.  It  was  an  arduous 
undertaking,  requiring  the  cutting 
or  blasting  of  a  shelf  in '  the  rock, 
in  the  face  of  precipices,  or  through 
tunnels,  for  a  great  part  of  the  way. 
It  passes  the  hamlets  of  Morschach 
and  Sisikon,  and  is  carried  dose  to 
the  little  shelf,  or  platform,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Achsenburg,  on  the  £. 
shore  of  the  lake,  called  the  TeUen- 
Platte,  occupied  by  Tell's  Chapei^ 
*  hr.  by  boat  from  Grutli  (Tell's 
Platte  Hotel !).  Here,  according  to  the 
tradition.  Tell  sprang  on  shore  out 
of  the  boat  in  which  Gessler  was  car- 
rying him  a  prisoner  to  the  dungeon 
of  Kiissnacht  (Rte.  15),  when  the 
sudden  storm  on  the  lake  compelled 
him  to  remove  Tell's  fetters,  in  order 
to  avail  himself  of  his  skill  as  steers- 
man :  thus  affording  the  captive  an 
opportunity  to  escape.  The  chapel, 
an  open  arcade  lined  with  rude  and 
faded  painting^,  representing  the 
events  of  the  delivery  of  Switzerland, 
was  erected  by  canton  Uri  in  1388, 
only  31  years  after  Tell's  death,  and 
in  the  presence  of  114  persons  who 
had  known  him  personally — a  strong 
testimony  to  prove  that  the  events  of 
his  life  are  not  a  mere  romance. 
Once  a  year,  on  the  first  Friday  after 
the  Ascension,  mass  is  said  and  a 
sermon  preached  in  tiie  chapel,  which 
is  attended  by  the  inhabitants  on  the 
shores  of  the  lake,  who  repair  hither 
in  boats,  forming  an  aquatic  pro- 
cession. There  have  been  fierce  dis- 
putes as  to  the  existence  of  Tell,  and 
a  similar  story  is  related  as  baring 
occurred  in  Denmark  to  one  Toko  in 
the  10th  cent 

The  view  from  Tell's  chapel  is  ex- 
ceedingly fine.  The  followine  are 
the  remarks  of  Sir  James  Mackmtcsh 
on  this  scene: — **  The  combination 
of  what  is  grandest  in  nature,  with 
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whatever  is  pure  and  sublime  in  hu*  | 
man  conduct,  affected  me  in  this  pas- 
sage (along  the  hike)  more  power- 
fuUy  than  any  scene  which  I  had  eVer 
seen.  Perhaps  neither  Greece  nor 
Rome  would  haye  had  such  power 
OFer  me.  Thej  are  dead.  The  pre- 
sent inhabitants  are  a  new  race,  who 
regard  with  little  or  no  feeline  the 
memorials  of  former  ages.  This  is, 
perhaps,  the  only  place  in  our  globe 
where  deeds  of  pure  yirtne,  ancient 
enough  to  be  venerable,  are  conse- 
crated by  the  religion  of  the  people, 
and  continue  to  command  interest 
and  rererence.  No  local  superstition 
so  beautiful  and  so  moral  anywhere 
exists.  The  inhabitants  of  Thermo- 
pylsB  or  Marathon  know  no  more  of 
these  famous  spots  than  that  they  are 
so  many  square  feet  of  earth.  Eng- 
land is  too  extensive  a  country  to 
make  Bunn^ede  an  object  of  na^ 
tional  affection.  In  countries  of  in- 
dustry and  wealth  the  stream  of  events 
sweeps  away  these  old  remembrances. 
The  solitude  of  the  Alps  is  a  sanc- 
tuary destined  for  the  monuments  of 
ancient  virtue;  Griitli  and  Tell's 
chapel  are  as  much  reverenced  by  the 
Alpine  peasants  as  Mecca  by  a  devout 
Musselman ;  and  the  deputies  of  the 
•i  ancient  cantons  met,  so  late  as  the 
year  1715,  to  renew  their  allegiance 
and  their  oaths  of  eternal  union.'* 

The  depth  of  the  lake,  opposite 
Tell's  chapel,  is  SOO  ft  After  round- 
ing the  cape  on  which  it  stands,  FlU- 
elen  appears  in  view.  On  the  W. 
shore  tne  vslley  of  Isenthal  opens 
out;  terminated  by  the  grand  snowy 
peaks  of  the  UriHothstock  on  one  side, 
while  in  the  centre  the  vista  b  closed 
by  the  grand  conical   peak  of  the 

The  Uri  Sothstock,  for  its  height, 
10,376  ft^  is  one  of  the  easiest  moun- 
tains in  SwitzerUmd.  Those  who  wish 
to  ascend  it  may  take  a  boat  firom 
Brunnen  or  FlUelen  tolsleten,  whence 
it  is  5  m.  to  Isenikai,  at  which  place 
there^  is  tolerable  accommodation  for 
the  nighL  Next  morning  start  with 
r.ne  of  the  Imfangers  as  a  guide  (5  fr. 
for  each  person),  and  return  at  ni^ht 


FlUelen^  the  port  of  the  canton  Uri, 
may  be  reached  by  steam  in  20  mi- 
nutes from  Tell*s  chapel  Here  begins 
the  carriage-road  over  the  St.  Go- 
thard.   (Rte.  34.) 

Omnibus  from  Altorf  to  meet  the 
steamer. 


ROUTE  19. 

THE  PASS  OF  THE  BRUnIO. — LUCERNE 
TO  METRINGEN  OR  BRIENZ. 
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A  gfood  carriage-road  has  been 
made  across  the  Brnnig:  its  beauties 
are  fully  equal  to  those  of  the  former 
path.     {See  Map.) 

From  Lucerne,  steamer  to  Stanstad 
35  min. ;  on  to  Alpnach,  20  min., 
55  min.  in  all;  fare  2  fr.  Diligence 
from  Alpnach  over  the  Briinie,  to 
Brienz,  &c.  Passengers  booked  on 
board  the  steamer,  or  at  the  post-office. 
Lucerne.  Leaving  Lucerne  in  the 
morning,  Briens  is  reached  in  about 
10  hrs.  by  the  diligence,  in  time  for 
the  steamers  to  Interlaken,  and 
thence  by  the  rly.  on  to  Berne. 

From  Lucerne  the  traveller  by 
water  proceeds  through  a  strait  be- 
tween we  village  of  Stanxstad  on  the 
L  and  the  spur  of  the  Filatns,  called 
Lopper,  on  the  rt,t  into  that  beautifpl 
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and  retired  gulf  of  the  lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons,  called  the  Lake  of  Alp- 
naoh.  The  castle  of  Botsberff,  on  its 
E.  shore,  is  remarkable  as  tne  first 
stronghold  of  the  Austrians  of  which 
the  Swiss  confederates  gained  posses- 
sion on  New-year's  dav,  1308.  One  of 
the  part^,  the  acoeptea  lover  of  a  dam- 
sel within  the  castle,  being,  according 
to  the  practice  of  Swiss  lovers  even  at 
the  present  time,  admitted  by  a  ladder 
of  ropes  to  a  midnight  interview  with 
his  mistress,  a  zirl  living  within  its 
walls,  succeeded  in  introducing,  in 
the  same  way,  20  of  his  companions, 
who  found  no  difficulty  in  surprising 
and  overpowering  the  garrison.  The 
loves  of  J aeeli  and  Anneli  have,  from 
that  day  forth,  been  celebrated  in 
Swiss  song.  A  series  of  simultaneous 
risings  in  other  parts  of  the  Forest 
Cantons  proved  equally  successful, 
and  in  24  hours  the  country  was  freed 
from  the  Austrian  rule. 

Stanzstad  (/ntu:  Zum  Winkelried; 
Bossli)  is  a  small  village  on  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  immediately  op- 

fosite  Winkel,  under  the  Botzoerg. 
t  is  distinguished  by  its  tall  watch- 
tower,  5  centuries  old.  In  1315,  a 
little  before  the  battle  of  Morgarten, 
a  vessel  laden  with  Austrian  par> 
tisans  was  crushed  and  swampea  by 
a  millstone  hurled  from  the  top  of 
this  tower. 

An  embankment  has  been  thrown 
over  the  narrow  month  of  the  AJpnach 
arm  of  the  lake,  with  a  bridge  (Achen- 
briicke)  in  the  centre,  which  can  be 
raised  to  let  the  steamer  pass,  between 
Stanzstad  and  the  Lopper.  Omnibus 
daily,  Stanzstad  to  Beckenried. 

Oestadf  or  Alpnach'-ctm^Gestad,  at  the 
S.  end  of  the  bay  (U  hr.  from  Winkel) 
{Inns :  H.  Pilate;  Stem),  is  the  prin- 
cipal port  for  travellers  going  to  or 
coming  firom  the  Briinig.  A  1-horse 
char  to  Lung^m  costs  12  fir.  and 
drink-money  1  fr.;  a  2-horse  car- 
riage 20  fr.  and  2  fr.  drink-money. 

The  oarriage-road  from  Lucerne  to 
Alpnach-am-Qestad  runs  across  the 
promontory  to  Winkel  on  the  lake, 
thence  skirting  it  to 


ffergiswyl  (/wi,  Bossli),  from  which 
the  bridle-path  ascends  the  Pilatns 
to  the  Kimaenhom  hotel  (Bte.  16). 
It  next  coasts  around  the  base  of 
the  Lopper,  one  of  the  buttresses  of 
Pilate,  to  the  Achenbrticke,  and  con- 
tinues by  the  shore  of  the  Alpnach 
Lake  to  Gestad. 

Alpnach  (Inns:  Schliissel;  Sonne). 
It  is  a  scattered  village  of  1400 
Inhab.  at  the  foot  of  the  POatos 
(Rte.  17),  1^  mile  firom  the  water- 
side. The  extensive  forests  which 
clothe  the  sides  of  that  moontain 
belong,  for  the  most  part,  to  Alp- 
nach, and  would  be  a  source  of 
wealth  to  its  inhabitants  if  they  could 
be  got  at  more  easily.  It  was  with 
a  view  of  turning  to  account  the  fine 
timber,  that  the  Slide  of  Alpnach  was 
constructed.  This  was  a  trongh  of 
wood  formed  of  nearly  30,000  trees, 
fastened  together  lengthwise,  5  or  6  ft 
wide  at  the  top,  and  3  or  4  ft.  deep, 
extending  firom  a  height  of  2500  n. 
down  to  the  water's  edge.  It  was 
planned  by  an  engineer  from  Wurt- 
temberg,  named  Rupp.  The  course 
of  this  vast  inclined  plane  was  in 
some  places  circuitous;  it  was  sop* 
portea  partly  on  upri^ts;  and  thus 
was  carried  over  3  deep  ravines,  and, 
in  two  instances,  passea  undergroond. 
Its  average  deohvity  did  not  exceed 
1  foot  in  17,  yet  this  sufficed  to  dis- 
charge a  tree  100  ft  long  and  4  ft  ia 
diameter,  in  the  short  space  of  6 
minutes,  firom  the  upper  end  of  the 
trough,  where  it  was  launched,  into 
the  Like  below,  a  distance  exceeding 
8  Eng.  m.  The  trees  were  previoosl  v 
stripped  of  their  branches,  barked 
andf  rudely  dressed  with  the  axe. 
The  bottom  of  the  trough  was 
kept  constantly  wet  by  a  rill  of 
water  trickling  down  it,  and  thereby 
diminishing  the  {Hction.  Professor 
Playfiur,  who  has  written  a  mosl| 
interesting  account  of  the  slide,  saya 
that  the  trees  shot  downwards  wi'tli 
a  noise  like  the  roar  of  thimdeq 
and  the  rapidity  of  lightning.  ThoD» 
the  utmost  care  was  taken  to  r\4 
move  every  obstacle,  it  sometintfJ 
happened  that  a  tree  stuck   by  tlJ 
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way,  or,  being  arrested  suddenly  in 
its  progress,  leaped  or  bolted  out  of 
the  trough  with  a  force  capable  of 
catting  the  trees  growing  at  the  side 
short  ofSj  and  of  duhing  Uie  lo^  itself 
to  atoms.  To  prevent  such  accidents, 
watchmen  were  stationed  at  regular 
distances  alone  the  sides  during  the 
operation  of  discharging  the  wood, 
and  a  line  of  signals,  similar  to  those 
in  use  on  modem  railways,  were 
established,  showing  when  anything 
went  wrong.  The  timber,  when  dis- 
charged, was  collected  on  the  lake 
and  floated  down  the  Beuss  into 
the  Bhine,  where  it  was  formed 
into  rafts,  and  sold  in  Holland. 
Napoleon  had  contracted  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  timber,  to  supply 
his  dockyards;  but  the  peaoe  of 
1815,  by  diminishing  the  demand, 
renderea  the  specuuition  unprofit- 
able, and  the  slide,  hayine  been 
long  abandoned,  was  taken  down  in 
IH 19.  Similar  slides,  nearly  as  long, 
are  common  throughout  the  great 
forests  of  the  Tyrol  and  Styria.  (See 
Handbook  for  South  Qermany,) 

The  Ch,  of  Alpnach,  a  handsome 
modem  edifice,  with  a  taper  spire, 
was  built  with  the  timber  brought 
down  by  the  slide. 

In  the  canton  Unterwalden,  which 
we  are  about  to  traverse,  by  an  ancient 
law  every  inhabitant  was  bound  to 
guide  the  stranger  who  questions  him 
on  his  way,  without  fee  or  charge. 
The  road  ascends  the  valley  along  uie 
left  bank  of  the  Aa^  about  6  m.  to 
SfiriKfL 


IBeekenried  to  the  BrUnig,  Becken- 
ried  is  a  village  of  1400  Lnhab.,  beau- 
tifblly  situated  on  the  Lake  of  Lucerne. 
The  soleil  is  a  good  and  clean  Inn,  It 
can  furnish  chars  or  horses.  The 
steamers  from  Fluelen  land  passen- 
gers at  Beckenried  and  at  Enochs. 

The  char  or  diligence  road  runs 
round  the  bay  of  Buoohs,  passing 
throngh  the  village  of  Buochs.  {Inns: 
Krents ;  Krone)  to 

Stanz  —  JfWM  .•  Krone  (Crown)  ; 
£ogel  (Angel) — capital  of  the  lower 


division  (Nidwalden)  of  canton  Un- 
terwalden, contains  1870  Boman  Ca- 
tholic Inhab.  It  was  in  the  Rathhaus 
of  Stanx  that  the  venerable  Swiss 
worthy  Nicolas  Von  der  Flue  appeased 
the  burning  dissensions  of  tne  con- 
federates, in  1481,  by  his  wise  and 
soothing  counsels.  In  the  existing 
building  there  is  a  picture  represent- 
ing him  taking  leave  of  his  family. 
In  the  market-place  is  a  statue  of 
Arnold  of  Winaelried,  a  native  of 
Stanx,  with  the  ^  sheaf  of  spears"  in 
his  arms.  (See  Bte.  4.)  His  house 
is  also  shown  here,  now  occupied  by  a 
fiunily  named  Kaiser,  that  of  Win- 
kelried  being  extinct  It  is  a  large 
ancient  fBrm-house,  of  which  one 
portion,  including  a  low  archway  with 
groined  entrance  and  dwarf  pillars, 
may  be  as  old  as  the  time  or  Win- 
keliied.  The  field  on  which  it  stands 
is  called  in  old  records  '*the  mea- 
dow of  Winkeltied's  children."  On 
the  outer  walls  of  the  bone-house, 
attached  to  the  handsome  Parish 
Churohf  is  a  tablet  to  the  me- 
mory of  the  unfortunate  people  of 
Nidwalden  (386  in  number,  includ- 
ing 102  women  and  25  children)  who 
were  massacred,  in  defending  their 
homes,  by  the  French  in  September, 
1798.  In  that  year  this  division  of 
the  canton  was  the  only  part  of 
Switzerland  which  refused  the  new 
constitution  tyrannically  imposed  on 
it  by  the  French  republic  The  an- 
cient spirit  of  Swiss  independence, 
fanned  and  excited  by  the  exhort- 
ations of  the  priests  (which  in  this 
instance  must  be  termed  fanatic,  as 
all  resistance  was  hopeless  and  use- 
less), stirred  up  this  ill-fated  com- 
munity to  engage  an  army  ten  times 
greater  than  any  force  they  could 
oppose  to  it,  and  consisting  of  veteran 
troops.  At  a  time  when  the  larger 
and  more  powerful  cantons  had 
yielded,  almost  without  a  struggle, 
the  brave  but  misguided  men  of  Un- 
terwalden and  Scnwyts  afPorded  the 
solitary  proof  that  Swiss  bravery  and 
love  of  freedom  were  not  extinct  in 
the  land  of  Tell.  Their  desperate 
resistance,  however,  served  only  to 
inflame  the  fury  of  their  foes.    After 
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a  vain  attempt  made  by  the  French  to 
starve  the  Unterwaldeners  into  sub- 
mission, *'on  the  3rd  of  September, 
1798, General  Schauenburg,  the  French 
commander,  directed  a  general  attack 
to  be  made,  by  means  of  boats  from 
Lucerne,  as  well  as  by  the  Oberland. 
Bepulsed  with  great  spirit  by  the 
inhabitants,  only  2000  strong,  the 
attack  was  renewed  every  day 
from  the  3rd  to  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember. On  this  last  day,  towards 
two  in  the  afternoon,  new  reinforce- 
ments  havinjg  penetrated  by  the  land 
side,  with  field-pieces,  the  invaders 
forciad  their  way  into  the  very  heart 
of  the  country.  In  their  despair  the 
people  rushed  on  them  with  very  in- 
ferior arms.  Whole  fiunilies  penshed 
together ;  no  quarter  was  given  on 
either  side.  18  young  women  were 
found  among  the  dead,  side  by  side 
with  their  fathers  and  brothers,  near 
the  chapel  of  Winkelried.  63  persons 
who  had  taken  shelter  in  the  church 
of  Stanz  were  slaughtered  there,  with 
the  priest  at  the  altar.  Every  house 
In  tne  open  country,  in  all  600,  was 
burnt  down  ;  Stans  itself  excepted, 
which  was  saved  by  the  humanity  of 
a  chef  de  brigade.  The  inhabitants 
who  survived  this  day,  wandering  in 
the  mountains  without  the  means  of 
subsistence,  would  have  died  during 
the  ensuing  winter  if  they  had  not  re- 
ceived tim^y  assistance  ^om  the  other 
cantons,  from  Grermany  and  England, 
and  from  the  French  army  itself  after 
its  first  fury  was  abated.— iS'nnond'. 

The  attack  upon  Stanzstad  was 
conducted  by  General  Foy,  afterwards 
so  prominent  a  leader  ot  the  liberal 
party  in  France.  That  unfortunate 
village  was  totally  consumed. 

Kerns,  a  small  village  7  m.  beyond 
Stanz,  with  a  tolerable  Inn.  The 
pedestrian  may  either  make  a  short 
cut  to  Sachselen  avoiding  Samen,  or 
may  take  a  boat  at  Samen  to  the 
ujmeT  end  of  the  lake  of  Samen.  A 
mile  and  a  half  beyond  Kerns  the  road 
from  Beckenried  meets  the  road  from 
Lucerne  at] 

Somen,— {Inns :  Samer  Hof ;  Aigle 
d'Or,  fair.)     This  village,    of  3300 


Inhab.,  is  the  capital  of  the  divi- 
sion of  the  canton  called  Obwalden, 
and  the  seat  of  the  Government. 
It  is  pleasingly  situated  at  the 
extremity  of  the  lake  of  Samen,  at 
the  foot  of  an  eminence  called  Zor- 
denberg,  residence  of  the  cruel  Aus- 
trian baili£P  of  that  name  who  put  out. 
the  eyes  of  the  aged  Henry  an  der 
Halden,  father  of  one  of  the  neroes  of 
of  GruUi.  The  castle  which  stood  on 
it  was  in  consequeiice  captured  by  the 
peasants,  who  entered  with  arms  con- 
cealed, on  New-y6ar*s  morning,  1308, 
almost  without  resistance.  No  vestige 
of  the  castle  now  remains:  the  terrace 
which  occupies  its  site,  and  com> 
mands  a  most  beautiful  view,  has 
since  1646  served  for  the  annual  con- 
vocations of  the  citizens  of  the  canton, 
who  meet  there  to  elect  their  magis- 
trates. Ad[joining  it  is  the  public 
shooting-house  for  rifle-shooting.  The 
upper  half  of  the  village  was  burnt 
some  years  ago.  The  lower  half  is  very 
old;  and  there  is  a  bridge  across  the 
river  nearly  300  years  olc^  constructed, 
like  many  of  the  Swiss  bridges,  on  the 
modem  principle  of  having  the  arch 
above  the  roadway. 

The  Jiathhaus,  a  plun  edifice,  not 
unlike  the  court-house  of  an  English 
county  town,  contains,  in  its  **  busi- 
ness-like council  chambers,**  portraits 
of  the  landammen  from  1381  to  18*24. 
"The  artists  have  been  particnlarlv 
successfiil  in  delineating  ue  beards.^ 
There  is  one  picture,  however,  better 
than  the  rest,  of  Nicholas  von  der 
FlUe,  one  of  the  worthies  of  Switzer- 
land, more  particularly  respected  in 
this  canton,  where  effigies  of  him 
abound.  He  enjoys  the  rare  reputa- 
tion of  a  patriot,  and  at  the  same 
time  a  peace-maker,  having  spent  his 
lifia  in  allaying  the  bitterness  and  dis- 
sensions between  his  countr3rmen, 
which,  at  one  time,  threatened  the 
destruction  of  the  Helvetian  Republic. 
After  an  active  life,  in  which  *he 
acquired  a  good  reputation  as  a  soldier 
in  the  field,  and  an  adviser  in  council, 
at  50  years  of  age,  he  retired  from 
the  world  into  the  remote  vallev 
of  Melchthal,  where  he  passed  hit 
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tuoae  as  a  hermit  in  a  humble  cell,  in 
exercises  of  piety.  His  reputation, 
however,  for  wisdom  as  well  as  yirtue, 
was  so  high  that  the  counsellors  of 
the  confederacy  flocked  to  him  in  his 
solitude  to  seek  adrioe,  and  his  sudden 
appearance  before  th^  Diet  at  Stanz 
and  his  conciliating,  counsels  pre- 
Tcnted  the  dissolution  of  the  confe- 
deracy. After  enjoying  the  respect  of 
men  during  his  lifetime,  he  was  ho- 
noured after  his  death  (1487)  as  a  saint< 

The  raUe^  of  Samen,  bounded  by 
gently  slopmg  hiUs,  has  nothing  Al- 
pine in  its  soenei^;  its  character  is 
quiet,  and  pastoral,  and  pleasing.  The 
successful  experiment  of  lettmg  off 
the  waters  of  the  lake  of  Lungem  has 
led  to  a  similar  project  of  reducing 
that  of  Sarnen,  which  will  probably  be 
carried  into  effect  sooner  or  later. 

[The  Storegg  and  Jauchli  passes 
from  Samen  to  Engelberg  are  de- 
scribed in  Bte.  31.] 

The  road  skirting  the  £.  shore  of 
the  lake  traverses  the  pretty  village  of 

Sachseln  {Inns:  Ereutz,  good  ;  En- 
gel,  comfortable.)  Within  the  Parish 
(.%urchj  '  Nicholas  von  der  Flue,  the 
hermit  and  saint,  is  interred.  His 
bones  lie,  but  do  not  repose,  in  a 
glass  case  above  the  high  altar,  the 
shutters  of  which  are  opened  for  tra^ 
Tellers,  and  are  also  withdrawn  at 
stated  seasons  in  order  to  be  exhi- 
bited to  the  crowds  of  pilgrims  who 
repair  hither  to  pay  their  vows  to  the 
saint.  Within  the  nbs,  where  the  heart 
was,  there  is  now  a  jewelled  cross,  and 
from  the  breast  hang  several  military 
orders  gained  by  natives  of  Unterwai- 
den  in  military  service,  but  offered  up  to 
the  use  of  the  dead  saint,  who  is  known 
to  the  peasants  by  the  name  of  Bruder 
Klaus.  There  is  a  wooden  figure  in 
the  transept,  clothed  with  the  saint*s 
veritable  robes.  The  walls  are  lined, 
by  devotees,  with  votive  tablets  offered 
to  the  shrine  of  St  Nicholas,  record- 
ing miracles  sujpposed  to  have  been 
performed  by  him. 

The  village  Qysvtyl  was  half  swept 
sway  in  1629  by  an  inundation  of 
tbe  torrent  Lauibach,  which  brought 


so  much  rubbish  into  the  valley  as 
to  dam  up  the  waters  of  the  Aa.  A 
lake,  thus  created,  lasted  for  130 
years,  when  it  was  finally  let  off 
by  an  artificial  canal  into  the  lake  of 
Siamen. 

[The  summit  of  the  Brienzer  Soth- 
horn,  celebrated  for  its  view,  may  be 
reached  in  6  hours  firom  Gyswyl;  the 
path,  at  least  for  the  first  3  hours,  is 
good ;  the  descent  into  the  valley  above 
Sorenberg  is  not  so  good.  ^  hr.  from 
the  top  are  ruins  of  an  inn  burned 
down  1847.    (See  Bte.  25  e.)] 

The  steep  ascent  of  the  Kaiserstuhl 
requires  to  be  surmounted  before  the 
road  reaches  a  higher  platform  in  the 
valley  occupied  by  the  LakeofLvngtm, 

This  lake  was  formerly  a  beautiful 
sheet  of  water,  embowered  in  woods, 
and  partly  enclosed  by  steep  banks. 
The  dwellers  on  its  shores,  less  influ- 
enced by  admiration  of  its  picturesque- 
ness  than  by  the  prospect  of  en- 
riching themselves  in  the  acquisition 
of  50O  acres  of  good  land  previously 
buried  under  water,  tapped  it  in  1889, 
lowering  its  surface  by  about  120  feet, 
and  reducing  it  by  nearly  one  hal£ 

The  cost  of  this  enterprise  was 
about  2000/.  and  19,000  days'  labour 
performed  by  the  peasants. 

Lungem  (/niw :  Hotel  Briinig,  good; 
Lowe),  about  10  m.  from  Samen, 
a  timber-built  village,  the  last  in  the 
valley,  situated  at  the  foot  of  the 
Briinig,  and  at  the  S.  end  of  the  lake, 
now  removed  by  the  drainage  some 
distance  from  it. 

The  carriage-road  over  the  Briinig, 
learing  the  old  mule-path  1.,  ascends 
in  well-constructed  zif;<ag  swe^s 
through  the  forest  until  it  reaches  the 
summit. 

[There  is  a  short  cut  for  pedestrians 
to  Brienz.]  From  this  the  ascent  of 
the  Wylerhom  (5896  ft.)  may  be  made. 

The  culminating  point  of  the  pass 
of  the  Briinig  is  3294  ft.  above  the  sea- 
leveL  From  the  summit,  near  the 
frontier  of  canton  Berne,  a  charming 
and  first-rate  view  is  obtained  along 
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the  entire  valley  of  Nidwalden, 
backed  by  the  JPilatus,  with  the 
Lungem  See  for  a  foreeroand,  form- 
ing altogether  one  of  the  most  deli- 
cious scenes  in  Switzerland.  From 
the  brow,  the  valley  of  Hasli,  with  the 
Aar  winding  through  the  midst,  opens 
out  to  the  view  of  the  traveller,  backed 
by  the  gigantic  and  snow-white  crests 
of  the  VTetterhom,  Eiger,  and  others 
of  the  Bernese  Alps,  and  in  front  of 
them  the  Faulhom. 

The  Brunig  Hotel  is  finely  placed 
near  the  top  of  the  Pass. 

Close  to  a  small  tavern,  formerly  a 
toll-house,  from  which  there  is  a  fine 
view,  the  road  divides  :  the  carria^- 
road  on  the  rt.  leads  to  the  lake 
of  Bricnz  ;  the  bridle  -  path  1.  to 
Meyringen,  seated  in  the  midst  of 
the  rich  flat  which  forms  the  bottom 
of  the  valley.  From  the  opposite  pre- 
cipices two  or  three  streaks  of  white 
may  be  discerned:  these  are  the  Falls 
of  the  Beichenbach,  the  Oltschibach, 
and  others. 

1^  hr.  will  take  the  traveller  down 
to  Meyrinfjen  (Bte.  25  d)  (5J  m.)  ;  1  hr. 
will  take  him  down  the  steep  descent, 
by  the  new  road,  to  Bricnzwyler 
bridge  on  the  road  from  Brienz  to 
Meyringen,  whence  it  is  about  3  dl 
over  a  dull  flat  road  to 

Bricnz.    (Rte.  25  E.) 


ROUTE  20. 

SARNEN  TO  ENQELBEBG  OB  MEYRINGEN, 
BY  THE  MELGBTUAL. 

Pedestrian  travellers,  bound  from 
Lucerne  to  Meyringen  or  Engelberg, 
may  vary  their  route  in  an  agree- 
able   way  by  passing   through   the 
Melchthal,  which  opens  out  to  the 
E.    of  Samcn  (Bte.    19).      At    its 
mouth,  close   to    the    chapel  of  St. 
Niklausefiy  stands  an  isolated  tower, 
one  of  the  most  ancient  buUdings  in 
the  canton,  dating  from  the  earliest 
Christian  times,  erected  probably  as  a 
belfry.   Melchthal  was  the  native  place 
of  Arnold  an    der  Halden,    one    of 
the  conspirators  of  Griitli.  (Bte.  18.) 
Nearly  opposite  to  St.  Niklausen  is 
the  Ranft^  the  site  of  the  hermitage  of 
the  venerable  Nicolas  von  der  Fliic 
(see  Bte.   19).    The  scenery  of  the 
valley  which  lies  between  the  range 
of  the    Hochstollen    (highest   point 
8157  ft)  and  the  Lauberstock  (8395 
ft.)  is    very    agreeable.      Countless 
chalets  and  hay-sheds  cover  the  slopes 
on  either  side. 

Three  ways  lead  from  the  Melchthal 
to  Engleberg. 

(a)  Storegg  Pass  (6709  ft)  turns  off 
1.  just  beyond  the  bridge  1  m.  from 
Ranft  and  4  m.  from  Kerns  or  Sarnen. 
It  is  frequented,  but  difiicult  to  follow ; 
a  guide  should  be  applied  for  at  the 
cure's  of  Melchthal,  1  m.  iarther  up 
the  valley.  A  steep  ascent  of  2  hrs. 
leads  to  the  Col,  where  freotiently 
snow  lies  in  patches.  Next  a  aescent 
of  ^  hr.  to  the  Lautersee,  a  small  lake 
which  lies  on  the  L;  then  a  descent 
of  1  hr.  to  junction  of  Jauchli  road 
(see  below),  and  f  hr.  on  to  l^gelberg. 
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gi)  Jauchli  Pass  (7136  ft):  the  turn 
om  the  end  of  the  char-road,  1  m. 
beyond  MelchthaL  Steep  zigzafs  lead 
up  grtmsv  Bloi)es  in  2  hrs.  to  the  Col, 
where  there  is  usually  snow.  The 
path  passes  through  a  narrow  gap, 
where  there  is  deep  moss  and  many 
tiowers*  Then  a  descent  of  1^  hr.  to 
j  auction  of  Stor^g  route,  and  f  hr. 
on  to  Eitgelberg,  (Kte.  31.) 

(c)  Following  the  Melchthal,  the 
Melchsee  (6432  ft.)  near  a  group  of 
chalets  of  the  same  name  is  reached. 
The  stream  that  runs  from  it  is  lost 
in  the  ground  and  reappears  after  an 
interr^  A  mountain-path  leads  from 
it  into  the  Gentelthal  about  1  hr. 
below  Engstlen. 


ROUTE  22. 

LCCEKNE  TO  BERNE  [OR  THUN],  BT 
THE  ENTLEBUCH  AND  TUE  EMMEN- 
THAI^  AND  LANGNAU  (rAIL), 

Post  roadL    6|  posts  =  57  £ng.  m, 
RaUvoay^  Langnau  to  Berne. 
Diligence,  Lucerne  to  Langnau,  in 
7  or  8hrs. 

Posts.    Eiig.m. 
Scfaachen     .     .     .    lA    s=    10 
Efldwbanatt     .     .    2     a    18 

Langnau  Stat 10 

Berne     .     .     .     .    li   =    11 

This  is  the  best  and  shortest  of  the 
two  carriole-roads  to  Berne,  and  may 
still  be  adopted  by  pedestrians,  or  by 
those  who  wish  to  see  two  of  the  finest 
pastoral  valleys  in  Switzerland.  A 
rty.  is  begun.  After  a  short  detour 
the  road  enters  a  narrow  valley, 
snd  follows  the  course  of  the  stream 


past  Krienz,  where  there  are  some 
iron-works,  and  then  falls  into  the 
valley  of  the  Kkim  £mme,  which  it 
follows* 

Schacheny  a  little  beyond  which  the 
Free  Corps  were  defeated  in  1845  by 
the  men  of  Lucerne. 

From  Schachen  there  is  an  old 
road  over  the  steep  Bramegg  pass,  com- 
manding a  fine  view,  and  falling  into 
the  mam  road  at  Entlebuch,  but  by 
the  main  road  it  takes  about  4  hours 
from  Lucerne  to  reach  the  village  of 

Entlebuch,  at  the  W.  foot  of  the 
Bramegg  (Inns :  H.  du  Port,  Drei 
Konigc),  prettily  situated  on  a  slope, 
with  the  torrents  Entle  and  Emme 
roaring  beneath  it. 

The  vale  of  Entlebuch  is  about  30 
m.  long,  and  is  flanked  by  mountains 
covered  with  woods  and  pastures. 
The  men  of  the  valley  are  celebrated 
as  the  best  wrestlers  in  Switzerland. 
They  hold  4  or  5  great  wrestling- 
matches,  called  Schwing  Feste,  be- 
tween the  months  of  June  and  Oct. ; 
the  chief  on  the  first  Sunday  in  Sept., 
when  they  try  their  skill  against  the 
athletes  of  the  neighbouring  vaUeys. 
The  Bernese  highlanders  are  formid- 
able rivals.  The  Entlebuchers  have 
been  long  renowned  for  their  courage 
and  independence.  In  1405  Lucerne 
bought  this  valley  from  Austria,  along 
with  the  feudal  rights  of  the  nobles 
over  it,  substituting  a  Lucerne  bailli. 

EschoUmatt  (^Tnns  :  Lowe,  good ; 
Krone)  is  a  scattered  village,  in  a 
very  high  situation,  2690  ft.  A  little 
way 'beyond  it  the  road  quits  the 
Entlebuch,  and  descends,  by  the  side 
of  the  Bfis  torrent,  into  llie  canton  of 
Berne. 

Near  Triibschachen  is  a  handsome 
hospital  of  wood  for  100  orphans  and 
300  paupers. 

Zangnau(Inns :  Cer(  quiet  and  good ; 
H.  znm  Emmenthal,  clean)  is  the 
principal  place  in  the  Emmenthal  (Pop. 
6000),  an  extensive,  fertile,  and  indus- 
trious valley,  famed  for  its  cheeses 
(made  on  the  high  pastures  near  the 
tops  of  the  hills,  and  exported  all  over 
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Germany),  and  for  its  manufactures 
of  linen.  Its  meadows  arQ  of  the 
brightest  verdure;  the  cottages  neat 
and  substantial,  with  pretty  wardens 
before  them.  The  Emme,  which  tra- 
verses it,  and  its  tributaries,  at  times 
commit  serious  devastations,  by  inun- 
dating their  banks  and  overspreading 
them  with  travel  and  debris. 

JRaUway  &om  Langnau  to  Berne,  3 
trains  daily  in  1  hr.  The  Ilfis  is 
crossed,  and  afterwards  the  Emme, 
before  reaching  Signau  Stat, — -(Inn: 
Ours,  tolerable)  —  a  pretty  village, 
with  a  ruined  castle  above  it. 

Next  follows  Zaziwvl,  Konolfingen, 
Tagertsche  Stats.,  and  Worb  Stat.,  an 
industrious  village,  vdth  a  Gothic 
castle  above  it 

Gitmling  Junct  Stat,  is  on  the  rly. 
from  Berne  to  Thun  (Rte.  25  a). 

Bebne  Termitws  (in  Rte.  24). 


ROUTE  24. 

LUCERNE  TO  BEBNE,  BY  RAILWAY. 

This,  although   involving  a  long 
detour,  is  still  the  quickest  mode  of 
reaching  Berne  from  Lucerne,  and 
takes  about  5  hrs. 
Lucerne  to  Olten.    (See  Rte.  4.) 
Olten  to  Berne.    (See  Rte.  5.) 
Bebne. — Inns:   three  large  houses 
near  the  rly.  and  close  to  the  Federal 
Hall  :    Zanringerhof  and    Schweb- 
erhof,   clean,   good,    and   moderate; 
Bemerhof,  first-class,  fine  view  of  the 
Alps;   •H.  Belle vue  (Oswald),    well 
managed  and  quite  comfortable;  H.  dc 
TEurope,  good.     In  the  centre  of  the 
town  are  the  Faike  (Faucon),  Br.  1^  fr. ; 
tea,  do. ;  B.  2^  fr.;  table-d*h6te  at  1, 
3  fr.;  at  5,  4 fr.);— HL  du  Maur« (Zum 
Mohren),  clean,  good,  and  moderate; 
H.  des  Boulangers  (Pfistern).     The 
Abbayes,  or  houses  of  the  guilds,  such 
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as  the  Bistelzwang,*  or  Abbaye  aux 
Gentilshommes,  and  the  Abbaye  du 
Since,  afford  comfortable,  quiet,  and 
moderate  accommodation  to  travellers. 
There  are  several  Pensions,  of  which 
the  Pension  Jaggi  at  la  Yillette  is 
well  recommended. 

The  sights  of  Benie  may  be  taken  in 
a  walk  through  the  town  in  the  fol- 
lowing  order  :  —  Starting   from  the 
rly.  Stat.,  walk  £.,  and  straight  down 
the  principal  street  (called  in  consecu- 
tive portions  of  its  length  Spitalgasse, 
MarKtgasse,  Klamgasse,  and  Gericht- 
igkeitsgasse),  along  its  arcades  and 
under  its  clock  towers,  to  the  Nydeck 
Bridge,  and  over  it  to  the  Bears  (1^  m. 
&om  the  rly.  stat.).     In  returning 
diverge  200  yards  to  the  1.,  to   see 
the  Munster  platz  (Minster  and  view), 
and  again  to  the  Bundes  Rathhaus 
(Federal  Assembly).    The  Miinster  is 
halfway  between  the  rly.  stat  and  the 
Bears,  and  the  Bundes  Rathhaus  is 
close  to  the  stat     Finally,  crossing 
the  Aar,  ascend  to  the  Schdmli,  the 
best  point  of  view  near  Berne,  and 
return  by  the  new  Botanic  Garden 
and  rly.  brid^  to  the  station. 

Berne,  capital  of  the  largest  of  the 
Swiss  cantons  (Pop.  467,141;  all  but 
58,319  are  Protestants),  and,  since 
1849,  permanent  seat  of  the  Swiss 
Government  and  Diet,  and  residence 
of  most  of  the  foreign  ministers,  con- 
tains 29,016  Inhab. 

Berne  is  built  on  a  lofty  sandstone 
promontory,  formed  bj  the  winding 
course  of  tne  Aar,  which  nearly  sur- 
rounds it,  flowing  at  the  bottom  of  a 
deep  gully,  with  steep  and  in  places 
precipitous  sides  (stalden).  The  mcon- 
venient  ascent  and  descent  by  which 
the  town  could  alone  be  reached  from 
the  E.  formerly,  has  been  remedied 
by  a  lofty  Bridge  (Pont  de  Nydeck^, 
partly  of  granite,  derived  from  erratic 
blocks  lying  on  the  Kirchet  hill, 
thrown  over  this  gully.  It  is  900  ft 
longy  and  the  central  arch  over  the 
Aar  150  ft  wide  and  93  ft  high. 
The  distant  aspect  of  the  town, 
planted  on   this    elevated   platform, 

*  Zwemff,  a  local  word  for  guild:  DIstel, 
tUttte,  tbe  emblem  of  the  gentlemen  who 
beld  their  meetings  or  dub  under  this  sign. 


1700  ft  above  the  sea,  is  imposing, 
and  there  is  something  striking 
in  its  interior,  from  the  houses  aU 
being  built  of  massive  stone.  It  has 
this  peculiarity,  that  almost  all  the 
houses  rest  upon  arcades  (Lauben), 
which  furnish  covered  walks  on  each 
side  of  the  streets,  and  are  lined  with 
shops  and  stalls,  like  **  the  Bows  "  in 
the  city  of  Chester.  The  lowness  of 
the  arches,  however,  and  the  solidity 
of  the  buttresses  supporting  them, 
render  these  colonnades  gloomy  and 
close.  The  chief  street  of  shops  and 
business  runs  through  the  town,  along 
the  top  of  the  ridge.  Overhanging 
the  Aar,  and  removed  Arom  the  main 

;  streets,  are  the  more  aristocratic  resi- 
dences of  the  exclusive  patricians, 
which  look  really  like  **  gentlemen's 
houses." 

Rills  of  water  are  carried  through 
the  streets  to  purify  them,  and  they 
are  abundantly  furnished  with  Foim" 
tains,  each  surmounted  by  some  quaint 
et&gy.  One  of  these,  the  Kmderfres- 
ser-inmnen  (Og^Vfountain),  on  the 
Com-house-square,  receives  its  name 
from  a  figure  (probably  Saturn)  de- 

I  vouring  a  child,  with  others  stuck  in 
his  girdles  and  pockets  ready  for  con- 
sumption.   Some  bear  the  ng^es  of 

'  armed  warriors,  such  as  David:  an- 
other is  surmounted  by  a  female 
figure;  but  the  favourite  device  is  the 
Bear.    Thus,  the  upper  fountain  in 

I  the  principal  street  is  surmounted  by 
a  bear  in  armour,  with  breast-plate, 
thigh-pieces,  and  helmet,  a  sword  at 
his  siae,  and  a  banner  in  his  paw. 
The  SchHtxen  Brxamen  is  the  figure  of 
a  Swiss  cross-bowman  of  former  days, 
attended  by  a  young  hear  as  squire; 
and  two  stone  fr^ctrs,  larger  than  Ufe, 
stand  as  sentinels  on  either  side  of  the 
Morat  gate. 

Along  the  line  of  the  principal 
street,  which  extends  from  the  lUy. 
Stat  to  the  Nydeck  Bridge  over  the 
Aar,  are  2  antique  watch-towers  and 
the  Kafichi  Tkurm  (cage  tower\  now 
used  as  a  prison.  The  Chck'Unoer 
(Zeitglockenthurm)  stands  nearly  in 
the  centre  of  the  town,  though,  when 
originally  built,  in  1191,  by  Berch- 
told  y.  of  Zfihringen,  it  guarded  the 
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outer  wall.  Its  droll  clockwork  pup- 
pets are  objects  of  wonder  to  an  ad- 
miring crowd  of  gaping  idlers.  A 
minute  before  the  Eour  strikes,  first  a 
wooden  cock  appears,  crows  twice,  and 
flaps  his  wings;  and  while  a  puppet 
strikes  the  hour  on  a  bell,  a  procession 
of  bears  issues  out,  and  passes  in  front 
of  a  figure  on  a  throne,  who  marks 
the  hour  by  gaping,  reversing  an  hour- 
glass, and  Dy  lowering  his  sceptre. 

The  gpreat  charm  of  Berne  is  the 
view  of  the  Bernese  Alps,  which  the 
town  and  every  eminence  in  its  neigh- 
bourhood command  in  clear  weather 
From  the  ^MUnsterPlaUyiklofiy  terrace, 
planted  with  shady  rows  of  trees, 
overlooking  the  Aar,  behind  the  Min- 
ster, six  snowy  peaks  of  the  great 
chain  are  visible,  and  from  the  Enghe 
terrace,  outside  of  the  town,  at  least  a 
dozen  rise  into  view;  they  appear  in 
the  foUowingorder,  beginning  from 
the  E.: — 1.  Wetterhorn;  2.  Schreck- 
horn;  3.  Finster-Aarhom;  4.Eigher; 
5.  Monch;  6.  Jungfrau;  8.  Glctscher- 
hom;  9.  Mitta^hom;  10.  BlumlisAIp; 

11.  Li  the  miSdle  distance,  Niessen: 

12,  Stockhom.    (See  Woodcut) 
There  cannot  be  a  more  sublime 

sight  than  this  view  at  sunset;  espe- 
cially at  times  when,  from  a  peculiar 
state  of  the  atmosphere,  the  slanting 
rays  are  reflected  from  the  Alpine 
snows  in  hues  of  glowing  pink.  It  is 
hardly  possible  to  gaze  on  these  Alps 
and  glaciers  without  desiring  to  explore 
their  recesses,  which  enclose  some  of 
the  most  magnificent  scenery  in  Swit- 
zerland. The  Piafform  itself,  supported 
by  a  massive  wall  of  masonry,  rises 
108  ft  above  the  Aar;  yet  an  inscrip- 
tion on  the  parapet  records  that  a 
young  student,  mounted  on  a  spirited 
horse,  which  had  been  frightened  by 
some  children,  leaped  the  precipice, 
and  reached  the  bottom  with  no  other 
hurt  than  a  few  broken  ribs.  The 
horse  was  killed  on  the  spot  The 
rider  became  minister  of  Kerzerz,  and 
lived  to  a  good  old  aee ! 

Here  is  placed  a  bronxe  Statue  of 
BerchtcXd  V.  of  ZdhHtigeftj  fbunder  of 
Berne,  by  Tschamer  of  Munich. 

The  *Minster,  a  fine  Qothic  building 
A  the  Flamboyant  style,  was  begun  in 


1421,  and  finished  1457,  from  designs 
of  Matthias  v.  Steiubach,  son  of 
the  builder  of  Strasburg  Minster; 
and  many  of  the  ornaments,  such  as 
the  open  parapet  running  ronnd 
the  roof,  and  varying  in  pattern  be- 
tween each  buttress,  are  not  inferior 
in  design  or  execution  to  those  of 
Strasburg.  The  chief  ornament  is  the 
great  W.  portal,  bearing  sculptared 
reliefs  of  tne  Last  Judgment,  flanked 
by  figures  of  the  wise  and  foolish  Vir- 
gins, &C.  (date,  1475-85).  The  inte- 
rior is  not  remarkable;  but  the  Organ 
is  fine,  and  is  played  on  daily.  In  the 
windows,  and  on  the  roof,  are  the  coats 
of  arms  of  the  aristocratic  burghers 
of  Berne.  3  tall  windows  of  very  fine 
painted  glass  in  the  choir  deser^x 
notice;  (date,  end  of  15th  cnty.), 
e,g,  the  so-cidled  "wafers-window," 
with  a  symbolical  representation  of 
the  Eucharist  The  stalls  in  the  choir 
(1512)  are  well  carved  with  figures  of 
the  Apostles  on  one  side,  and  prophets 
on  the  other.  Along  the  walls  arc  tab- 
lets, bearin?  the  names  of  18  officers 
and  683  soldiers,  citizens  of  Berne, 
who  fell  fighting  against  the  French, 
at  Grauholz,  near  Zollikofen,  1798. 
There  is  also  a  monument  erected  by 
the  town,  in  1600,  to  Berchtold  of 
Zahrinffen,  founder  of  Berne. 

On  the  Mfinster  Platz,  opposite  the 
W.  door  of  the  cathedral,  nas  been 
erected  a  bronze  Monumental  Statue  of 
Budolph  V.  Erlach,  the  conqueror  at 
Laupen,  with  4  bears  at  the  comers. 

The  Museum  contains  one  of  the 
best  collections  of  the  natural  pro- 
ductions of  Switzerland  to  be  found 
in  the  country.  It  is  open  to  Uie 
public  3  times  a  week  :  strangers  may 
obtain  admittance  at  all  times  by  pay- 
ing 1  fr.  for  1  to  3  persons. 

In  the  zoologicaf  department  there 
are  stuffed  specimens  of  the  bear  at 
all  ages.  Two  young  cubs,  about  the 
size  of  kittens,  respectively  8  and  21 
days  old — hideous  and  uncouth  mon- 
sters— enable  one  easily  to  discorer 
the  origin  of  the  vulgar  error  tihat  the 
bear  was  licked  into  shape  by  its 
mother.  The  lynx  of  ^e  Alps,  and 
^e  steinbock,  both  frtnn  the  Bernese 
chain,  are  interesting  from  their  noitj ; 
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these  animals  have  nearly  disappeared 
from  Europe.  Here  is  deservedly  pre- 
served  the  skin  of  Barry ^  one  of  the 
dogs  of  St.  Bernard,  who  is  recorded 
to  nave  saved  the  lives  of  15  human 
beings  by  his  sagacity.  A  chamois 
with  three  horns,  one  growing  out  of 
the  nose  ;  a  specimen  of  a  cross  breed 
between  the  steinbock  and  domestic 
goat,  which  lived  7  years;  a  wild  boar, 
of  gigantic  size  andoristling  mien,  are 
also  worth  notice. 

In  the  Ornithological  department  tSte 
the  lammergeyer  (vulture  of  lambs), 
the  feathered  monarch  of  the  Alps, 
and  inferior  in  size  to  the  condor  alone 
among  birds.  It  breeds  only  on  the 
highest  mountains. 

In  addition  to  the  native  birds  of 
Switzerland,  there  are  specimens  of 
several  foreign  and  tropical  birds  which 
have  found  their  way  into  Switzerland 
by  accident ;  viz.,  a  flamingo,  killed 
near  the  lake  of  Morat,  and  a  pelican 
from  Constance. 

The  geology  of  Switzerland  may 
be  well  studied  in  the  very  complete 
series  of  fossils  collected  by  M.  Studer 
and  others.  There  are  a  number  of 
beautiful  specimens  of  all  the  rarest 
and  finest  minerals  from  SL  Gothard. 
The  illustration  of  Swiss  Botany  is 
equally  complete. 

Several  plans  in  relief  of  various 
parts  of  Switzerland  will  prove  equally 
instructive  to  the  student  of  geography 
and  geology. 

Antiquities, — Obs.  some  Roman  anti- 

Unities  dug  up  in  Switzerland ;  the  Frie 
Keu  of  Cnarles  the  Bold,  and  part  of 
his  tent  hangings,  captured  by  the  Ber- 
nese at  Grandson ;  the  pointed  shoes 
worn  by  the  Bernese  nobles  in  the 
16th  century ;  some  dresses,  &c 
from  the  South  Sea  Islands,  brought 
over  by  Weber,  the  artist,  who  ac- 
companied the  expedition,  who  was 
of  Swiss  origin. 

The  Town  Library  is  a  good  collec- 
tion of  40,000  volumes,  and  is  well 
stored  with  Swiss  history.  Haller, 
who  was  bom  at  Berne,  was  librarian. 
The  butter-market  is  held  beneath 
this  building. 
On  the  ]N .  ride  of  the  town  is  the 


Ronutn  Catholic  Church,  by  the  archi- 
tects Deperthes  of  Bheims  and  Miiller 
of  Freiburg,  of  rich  Gothic ;  lined  in- 
side with  marbles. 

The   Bundes  -  Rathhaus   or    Federal 
Council  Hall,  built    1857,    near    the 
Casino,  overlooking  the  Aar,  at  the 
S.W.  comer    of   me    town,  by  £ar 
the  largest  and  handsomest  building 
in  the  town  (Studer,  architect),  in- 
cludes all  the  departments  of  the  Swiss 
Legislature,  the  Diet,  and  the  various 
PubUc  Offices.     The  Diet  ( Bundes- 
versammlung)  consists  of  2  bodies,  the 
Stdnde-rath  (44  Deputies  of  the  Can- 
tons) and  l^ational-rath,  who  meet 
generally  in  July,  in  2  separate  halls. 
The  debates  are  open  to  the  public. 
At  other  times  the  building  is  shown 
by  the  doorkeeper.  In  the  upper  story 
is  the  Picture  Gallery.  It  contains  some 
good  modem  paintings  by  Swiss  and 
French  artists,  Robert,  CaLune,  Didav, 
Girardet,  &c.    In  frx)nt  Is  a  marble 
fountain,   with  statues  in    bronze  of 
Bema,  the  Four  Seasons,  and  4  swans. 
Berne  is  celebrated  for  the  number 
and  excellence  of  its  Charitable  Insti- 
tutions: they  are,  perhaps,  more  care- 
fully attended  to  tnan  any  in  Europe. 
There  is  a  public  granary  in  case  of 
scarcity,  two  orphan-houses,  an  Infir- 
mary, and  an  extensive  Hospital,  bear- 
ing the  inscription  **Christo  in  pau- 
peribus.*'    The  new  Prison  and  Peni- 
tentiary is  an  enormous  building  and 
said  to  be  well  conducted. 

Englisli  Church  service  on  Sunday,  at 
11  and  i^  o'clock,  in  the  chapel  of  the 
Bur|;er  SpitaL 

Smce  1834  a   University  or   high 
school  has  been  established  at  Berne. 
The  bear  forms  the  armorial  badge 
of  the  town,  the  word  **  bem"  signify- 
ing '*bear"  in  old  German,  and  he  is  as 
great  a  favourite  here  as  in  the  house 
of  Bradwardine.     Not  only  is  his 
effigy  on  sign-posts,  fountains,  and 
buildings,  but   for   several  hundred 
years  living  specimens  of  the  favourite 
were  maintained  by  the  town,  until 
the  French  revolutionary  army  took 
possession  of  Berne,  1798,  and  the 
bears  were  led  away  captiTes,  and 
deporited  in  the  Jaroin  oes  Plantes, 
where  one  of  them,  the  oelebrmted 
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MuHn,  soon  became  the  &yoarite  of 
the  French  metropolis.  But  when  the 
ancient  order  of  things  was  restored  at 
Berne,  one  of  the  first  cares  of  the 
citizens  was  to  replace  and  provide  for 
their  ancient  pensioners.  There  is  a 
fbnndation  for  the  support  of  the 
bears,  who,  after  having  been  reduced 
to  one  miserable  animal,  have  been 
renovated,  and  have  been  removed 
from  the  Aarberg  Gate  to  a  com- 
modious den  near  the  Nydeck  bridge. 
No  traveller  will  quit  Berne  without 
paying  them  a  visit,  unless  he  wishes 
to  have  the  omission  of  so  important 
a  sight  thrown  in  his  teeth  whenever 
Berne  is  mentioned. 

The  fortifications  of  the  town  are 
converted  into  Promenades,  and  make 
very  agreeable  walks.  The  banks  of 
the  Aar,  seen  from  them,  especially 
from  the  Grosse  ScAanze,  are  most  pic- 
turesque ;  and  the  Alps,  when  visi- 
ble, form  a  background  of  the  utmost 
sublimity. 

They,  however,  as  well  as  the  city 
of  Berne  itself,  are  better  seen  from 
a  terrace  walk  called  the  Fnghe, 
about  20  min.  walk  to  the  N.  from  the 
Rly.  Stat.,  outside  the  town  eate,  but 
not  crossing  the  river,  the  mvourite 
resort  of  the  citizens.  On  the  way  .to 
it,  beyond  the  gate,  is  the  Shootiruj- 
house,  where  rifle  matches  take  place. 

There  is  a  pleasant  walk  by  a  foot- 
path through  the  Enghe-wald  to 
Beichenbach  (Bte.  5),  once  the  re- 
sidence of  Rudolph  von  Erlach. 

Tlie  most  advantageous  point  for 
commanding  the  panorama  of  the 
Alps,  reached  in  i  hr.'s  walk  from  the 
Stat.,  crossing  the  magnificent  rly. 
bridfi^e  (for  carriages  also),  and  pass- 
ing Uie  Botanic  Oarden  on  ihe  rt  bank 
of  the  Aar,  is  the  *Schdnzlij  a  prome- 
nade with  a  large  cafe,  commanding 
a  very  fine  view,  at  the  end  of  the 
hill  nearest  the  railway  bridge. 

At  TUfenau  4  hr.  N.  of  Berne,  near 
the  fine  and  lofty  bridge  over  the 
Aar,  is  an  ancient  Gallic  battle-field, 
whence  hundreds  of  swords,  rings, 
spear-heads,  &c.,  have  been  collected. 

The  CasinOj  a  handsome  building 
close  to  the  Bundes-Rathhaus,  con- 
tains a  reading-room  supplied  with 


newspapers,  a  ball-room,  &c  There 
is  also  a  Theatre  in  the  town. 

Booksellers. — ^Dalp  and  Co.,  Rue  de 
I'Hopital,  keep  a  good  supply  of 
maps,  views,  and  costumes,  &c.,  of 
Switzerland.  J.  R.  Dill,  artist,  has 
published  Panoramic  VievBs  from  the 
.^jggischhom,  Sidelhom,  G5rner 
Grat,  Niesen,  and  Gnmsel.  Tra- 
vellers about  to  ascend  these  moun- 
tains will  do  well  to  obtain  these 
excellent  clue- views  at  Berne. 

Post-offiGe  near  (N.  of)  the  rly. 
Stat. 

History  of  Berne. — It  was  founded 
in  1191  by  Duke  Berchthold  V.  of 
Zahringen,  and  was  so  called  by  him 
because  he  had  killed  a  bear  on 
the  spot,  and  both  he  and  the  bear 
are  still  held  in  g^at  respect  It 
joined  the  Swiss  confederation  in 
11353,  having  been  for  many  years  an 
ally.  Until  1798  it  held  Argau,  Vaud, 
and  other  districts,  as  tributaries,  and 
is  reported  to  have  governed  them 
tyrannically.  The  government  latterly 
fell  into  the  hands  of  a  small  number 
of  aristocratic  families,  who  lost  their 
power  in  1798,  partly  recovered  it  in 
1814,  and  lost  it  again  in  1831.  A 
Von  ErlacU  led  the  Swiss  to  the  battle 
of  Laupen  in  1339,  and  a  Yon  Erlach 
led  them  against  the  French  in  1798. 
Until  1848  the  Swiss  government  was 
carried  on  by  Berne,  Zurich,  and  Lu- 
cerne alternately,  the  eovemiog  can- 
ton for  the  year  bemg  called  the 
Vorort. 


ROUTE   25. 

THE  BERNESE  OBERLAND. 

A.  BESNE  TO  THUN  AND  INTERLAKEN. 

B.  INTERLAKEN  TO  LAUTBRBRUNNEN— 

mUrkbx. 

c.  lauterbrunnen  to  grindelwald 

— wengrrn  alp. 

d.  qrindelwald    to    meyringen  — 

great  8cheideck — faulhorn. 

e.  meyringen  to  brienz  and  thun — 

GIESBAClf. 

It  was  in  this  magnificent  highlani? 
district  that  Byron   "  repeopled  hi 
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mind  from  nature,**  and  gathered 
many  of  the  ideas  and  images  which 
he  has  so  exquisitely  interwoven  in 
his  traeedy  of  *  Manfred,*  the  scene  of 
which  ues  among  the  Bernese  Alps. 
•  A  traveller  in  the  Oberland  should 
be  supplied  with  plenty  of  patience 
and  small  change.  Nowhere  are  the 
arts  of  mendicancy  better  under- 
stood, or  more  generally  practised. 
Numerous  gates  intercept  the  fre- 
quented foot-pathSy  and  at  the  ap- 
proach of  a  stranger  children  run  out 
to  open  it  stretchmg  forth  their  hands 
for  alms.  Travellers  are  requested 
by  the  Swiss  Government,  alter  an 
investigation  into  local  mendicancy, 
not  to  give  to  beggars. 


ik.  Berne  to  TTwn* — Sail 

One  hour  by  rly.,  four  trains  a  day. 

In  fine  weather  the  snowy  Alps  are 
in  sight  nearly  the  whole  way.  The 
scenery  of  the  valley  of  the  Aar  is  very 
pleasing;  laid  out  in  pasture-lands, 
with  abundance  of  villages,  and  sub- 
stantial farm-houses,  with  broad  roofs, 
surrounded  by  neat  gardens.  The 
river  itself  runs  at  some  distance  on 
the  rt,  and  is  rarely  visible.  The 
rly.  crosses  the  Aar,  passing  rt.  the 
Botanic  Garden  and  Schanzli,  and  at 
Wyler  separates  from  the  line  to 
Basle  by  Herzogenbuchsee  (Bte.  5). 

MUnsingen  Stat, 

The  Stockhom,  with  its  conical  peak, 
and  the  Nieser^  two  limestone  moun- 
tains, forming,  as  it  were,  the  advanced 
guard  of  the  high  Alps,  posted  on  the 
opposite  side  ofthe  lake,  become  con- 
spicuous objects.  The  river  Aar  is 
crossed  near  Uttigen  stat. 

Thun  Stat,,  on  1.  bank  of  Aar.  Pas- 
sengers bound  for  Interlaken,  and  not 
wishing  to  stop  at  Thun,  proceed  1 
m.  further  (5  min.)  to 

Scherzlmgen,  Terminus  on  the  shore 
of  the  lake,  where  travellers  step  on 
board  the  steamer  to  Neuhaus. 

Thun,  Fr.  Thoime-^Inm:  H.  de 
Belleyue,  outside  the  town — ^well  situ- 
ated in  a  g;arden  commanding  a  view 
ofthe  Aar— belongs  to  MM.Knechten- 
hofcr,  who  are  also  proprietors  of  the 


steamboat,  rather  dear ; — ^H6tel  and 
Pension  Baumgarten;  clean  and  plea* 
sant,  in  a  nice  garden; — ^Freyenhof^ 
within  the  town,  very  good,  frequented 
by  Swiss  officers,  ana  moderate,  but 
no  dinner  is  served  before  the  hour  of 
the  table-d'hdte; — Krone  (Couronne); 
— Campagne  and^Pension  Itten,  com- 
fortable, and  moderate  charges;  beau- 
tiful views. 

There  is  not  a  more  picturesque 
town  in  Switzerland  than  Thun,  3800 
lahab.  ;  situated  about  a  mile  firom 
the  lake,  upon  the  river  Aar,  which 
here  rushes  out  of  it  as  clear  as  crvs- 
taL  Pre-eminent  above  the  other 
buildings  rise  a  venerable  church, 
reached  by  a  staircase  from  the  Bridge 
up  the  mil-sides,  and  a  picturesque 
feudal  castle  of  the  Counts  of  Kyburg 
(1429).  The  town  enjoys  consider- 
able trade,  and  in  the  14th  cent 
reckoned  70  noble  fiunilies  within 
its  walls.  It  is  a  very  curious  old 
town,  but  contains  no  partioolar 
object  especially  worthy  of  notice. 
It  is  from  its  position  and  its 
beautiful  environs,  one  of  the  most 
agreeable  places  of  residence  in  Swit- 
zerland, and,  being  a  starting-plaoe 
for  those  who  visit  the  Bernese  high- 
lands, it  is  thronged  with  a  constant 
succession  of  travellers  through  the 
whole  summer. 

Here  is  the  3filitary  College  of  the 
Swiss  Confederation,  for  educating 
officers,  and  the  principal  artillery  and 
cavalry  barracks  of  the  country.  Re- 
views take  place  every  summer  in  the 
vicinity. 

The  Castle  of  Schadctu  is  a  large  and 
sin^ar  Gothic  castle,  buUt  (1850)  by 
H.  Kou^emont,  of  Paris,  between  the 
Aar  and  the  lake. 

The  view  from  the  Churchyard  ter- 
race  "  along  the  lake,  with  its  g^irdle 
of  Alps  (the  Blumlis  Aln  being  the 
most  conspicuous\  fine  elaciers,  and 
rocks  wooded  to  the  top,  is  mentioned 
by  Byron.  A  more  extensive  prospect 
is  gamed  from  the  grounds  of  a  pretty 
country  house,  called  the  Jaoobskihd, 
about  J^  mile  above  the  Hotel  Bellevue. 
The  tfungfrau,  Monch,  and  Eigber 
are  visible  from  hence.  The  Church' 
yard  of  JEschi,  about  3  hrs,  drive  from 
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Thnn,  on  the  S.  aide  of  the  lake,  is  a 
(^annmg  exoaraion,  easily  made  and 
without  fatigue  (see  Bte.  37). 

H.  Knechtenhofer  has  hnilt  a  ohaq)el 
for  the  English^  service  in  the  grounds 
of  the  BeUevue. 

The  charges  for  vehiolea  and  saddle- 
horses  throughout  the  Bernese  Ober- 
land  have  been  fixed  by  a  tariff  which 
is  hune  up  in  the  principal  inns  and 
in  the  lake  steamers.  The  voituriers 
are  also  bound  to  produce  the  tariff 
when  called  upon  to  do  so.  The  gene- 
ral rate  la  10  nrs.  a  day  for  each  horse, 
but  thisrate  is  increased  or  diminished 
when  the  excursion  is  considered  to 
be  more  or  less  than  an  ordinary 
day's  journey. 

Lake  of  Thun — Thm  to  Interlaken, — 
Steamboats  ply  between  Thun  (Scherz- 
ligen)  and  Keuhaus  thrice  a  day  to 
and  m>.  The  royage  takes  up  1^  hr. 
Pare  2  fr.  and  1  tr. 

The  steamer  does  not  take  car- 
riages; but  a  good  carriage-road  runs 
to  Interlaken  (2  posts),  along  the 
S.  shore  of  the  lake.  The  distance, 
about  15  Eng.  m. 

It  ia  a  pleasant  walk  along  the  N. 
side  of  the  lake.  After  Merlingen,  the 
path  rises  high ;  it  is  easy  to  miss  it 
in  the  woods. 

The  lake  is  about  10m.  long.;  1775 
ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 

The  banks  of  the  lake  near  Thun  are 
occupied  with  neat  villas  and  cheer- 
ful gardens ;  farther  on,  its  N.  shore 
is  precipitous.  Among  its  scanty  vil- 
lages and  hamlets,  the  most  important 
is  Oberhofen,  distinguished  by  the 
square  tower  of  its  castle.  It  was  the 
property  of  the  late  Count  Ponrtales. 

The  S.  shore  is  more  striking.  Here 
the  two  remarkable  mountains,  the 
Stockhom^  with  a  shan>  peak  pro- 
jectile like  a  horn,  or  thorn,  and  the 
pyramidal  mass  of  the  Nieeen,  with  its 
conical  top  and  white  Inn,  stand  sen- 
tinels at  tne  entrance  of  the  Sander 
and  SimmenthaL  The  river  Kander, 
conducted  into  the  lake  by  an  artificial 
channel  formed  for  it  in  1714,  has 
deposited  around  its  mouth,  within 
1^8  than  a  century  and  a  half,  a  delta 
or  sand-bank  of  several  hundred  acres. 
The  progress  and  extent  of  this  recent 


formation,  so  interesting  to  geologists, 
have  been  ably  investigate  by  Sir 
C.  Lyell. 

^Ascent  of  the  Nieaen.  An  interesting 
excursion  may  be  made  from  Thun  to 
the  summit  of  the  Niesen,  whioh,  from 
its  position,  commands  one  of  the  finest 
panoramic  views  of  the  Bernese  Alps. 
A  carriage-road  of  7  m«  conducts  from 
Thun  across  the  entrance  of  the  Sim- 
menthal  to  Wimmis,  at  tiie  foot  of 
the  mountain.  (Diligence  to  Brod< 
husi.  1^  m.  short  of  Wimmis.)  The 
accent  from  Wimmis  to  the  summit 
will  take  about  4^  hrs.}  the  descent 
3  hrs.  The  charge  for  a  horse  from 
Wimmis  to  the  summit  and  down 
again  on  the  same  day  is  15  fr.  At  5 
min,  walk  from  the  summit  is  a 
wooden  hotel,  making  up  24  beds. 
It  may  be  recommend^  for  its  clean- 
liness, though  not  for  its  cookery. 

The  near  view  from  the  summit 
(7763  Eng.  ft)  embraces  the  snowy 
mountains  of  the  Oberland  from  the 
Altels  and  Binderhom  on  the  W.  to 
the  Wetterhom  on  the  £. — ^the  finest 
object  being  the  Bliimlis  Alp,  and  the 
range  extending  from  thence  to  the 
Jungfrau.  The  tnore  distant  view 
comprises  the  summit  of  Mont  Bhuio 
and  the  Dent  du  Midi;  Monte  Bosa 
and  the  Matterhom  are  either  par- 
tially or  totally  hidden  behind  the 
Seaks  of  the  Oberland.  Directly 
ownwards  the  eye  rests  on  the  two 
lakes  of  Thun  and  Brienz,  on  the 
town  of  Thun,  and  the  villages  of 
Brienz  and  Interlaken.  A  panoramic 
view  has  been  published  by  Dill,  and 
is  hung  up  in  the  inn.] 

S.  Spietz,  At  the  foot  of  the  Niesen, 
on  a  projecting  tongue  of  land,  stands 
the  picturesque  casUe,  founded,  accord- 
ing to  tradition,  by  Attila  (?),  and 
belonging  to  the  ffunily  of  Erlach.  At 
Spietzwyler  there  is  a  neat  Inn, 

N.  When  about  two-thirds  over  the 
lake,  a  projecting  promontory  of  pre- 
cipitous rock,  ciuled  the  N^ase,  is 
passed,  and  a  fine  view  is  obtained  of 
the  Bigher  and  Monch,  which  fill  up 
the  extremity  of  the  lake  with  the 
white  mass  of  their  snow.  To  the 
rt.  of  them  appears  the  Jungfrau. 

In  front  of  the  Nase  the  lake  U 
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720  ft  deep.  N.  Behind  the  village 
Merligen  runs  the  Justis  Thai:  at  a 
distance  of  between  2  and  2^  h.  walk 
up  it,  in  the  clifis  forming  its  W. 
boundary,  is  a  caye  called  Schafloch, 
which  in  the  height  of  summer  always 
contains  ice.  Such  ice  wells  are  not 
uncommon  in  the  Jura,  and  in  other 
parts  of  the  world.  For  as  air  when 
it  is  cold  is  denser  than  when  it  is 
warm,  all  depths  that  do  not  admit  of 
ventilation  become  receptacles  of  the 
coldest  air.  It  subsides  into  them,  and, 
once  there,  cannot  be  displaced.  This 
cave  has  2  branches ;  that  in  which  the 
ice  occurs  runs  straight  from  the  en- 
trance for  about  60  ft.,  when  it  suddenly 
narrows,  and  dips  down  12  or  15  ft; 
near  the  extremity  is  a  gulf  filled 
with  water.    Lights  must  to  taken. 

N.  Farther  on,  in  the  face  of  the 
mountain  overhanging  the  lake,  is  the 
Cave  of  St,  Beatus,  above  a  small  cas- 
cade, which  may  be  seen  leaping  into 
the  lake.  St.  Beatus,  according  to  tra- 
dition a  native  of  Britain,  converted 
the  inhabitants  of  thb  part  of  Helvetia 
to  Christianity.  Being  minded  to  take 
up  his  residence  on  the  shores  of 
the  lake,  he  fixed .  his  eyes  upon  a 
grot  well  suited  to  a  hermit's  abode, 
which  happened  at  the  time  to  be 
occupied  by  a  dragon.  The  monster, 
however,  was  easily  ejected  without 
force,  and  simply  by  hearing  a  notice 
to  quit  addressed  to  him  by  St.  Beatus. 
The  anchorite  was  in  tne  habit  of 
crossing  the  lake  on  his  cloak,  which, 
when  spread  out  on  the  water,  served 
him  instead  of  a  boat.  A  rivulet  issues 
out  of  the  cave,  and  is  subject  to 
sudden  rises,  which  fill  the  cavern  to 
the  roof,  and  are  accompanied  by  a 
loud  report,  like  that  of  a  cannon.  It 
may  be  reached  in  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  from  the  shore. 

At  Neuhaus  a  group  of  houses  and 
cabarets  at  the  end  of  tne  lake,  about  10 
m.  from  Thun,  and  about  2)  m.  from 
Interlaken,  the  passengers  are  landed. 
There  is  a  booking-office  here  for 
taking  through  tickets  in  all  directions. 
A  ^  long  array  of  carriages,  porters, 
guides,  and  horses,  wiU  be  found 
awaiting  their  disembarkation:  also  a 
diligence  which  runs  to  Interlaken  in 


\  hr.,  fare  1  fr.  One-horse  char,  2  fr. ; 
two-horse,  3  fr.  Those  bound  to 
Grindelwald  by  the  carriage-road, 
woidd  take  their  char  or  carriage 
from  here. 

An  Omnibus  conveys  passengers  to 
the  steamer  on  the  lake  of  Brienz. 

Unterseerij  a  village  of  1000  Inhab., 
composed  (except  the  Castle  on  the 
market-place,  and  Sathhaus)  of  wooden 
houses,  many  of  them  brown  from  age, 
being  two  centuries  old.  It  suffered 
from  an  inundation  Aug.  1851,  which 
swept  away  its  bridge  and  some  of  its 
houses,  and  the  landlord  of  II.  des 
Alpes  was  drowned  at  the  samo 
time. 

It  is  situated  about  half  way  be- 
tween the  lakes  of  Thun  and  Brienx, 
whence  its  name,  and  that  of  its  im- 
mediate neighbour,  Interlakea,  both 
signif3ring  "  between  the  lakes.*'  In- 
terlaken has  of  late  become  so  com- 
pletely a  fi&shionable  watering-place, 
that  those  who  wish  for  quiet  and 
economy  resort  to  the  pensions  here, 
of  which  there  are  several.  The  Hotel 
and  Pension  BeausUe  (4  fr.  25  c.  a-day) 
is  very  well  spoken  of. 

The  manufactory  of  Parquet  floorings 
of  MM.  Seller  is  worth  a  visit 

*♦*  Travellers  having  made  up 
their  minds  at  which  house  they  will 
put  up,  in  Interlaken,  should  insist 
on  being  driven  to  it,  and  not  be  de- 
terred by  being  told  that  "it  is  fall" 
— ^a  common  trick  with  persons  inte- 
rested in  other  houses. 

Interlaken^  Inns :  H.  Victoria, 
splendid,  huge  house,  and  comfort- 
aole,  very  good ;  H.  Belvedere,  good  ; 
Schweizer  Hof ;  H.  d'Interlaken  ;  IL 
and  Pension  des  Alpes  ;  H.  du  Lac, 
on  the  Lake  of  Brienz;  H.  Beau  Site ; 
H.  Ritschard,  large,  good,  chiefly 
German ;  H.  and  Pension  Jungfrau- 
Blick,  a  little  way  out  of  the  town,  large 
and  well  situated ;  but  deficient  in 
cleanliness.  There  are  at  least  a  dosen 
pensions  or  boarding-houses  here, 
where  travellers  are  received  for  one 
day,  paying  as  at  an  hotel,  or  far 
a  stay  of  5  or  eVen  S  days  en  pen- 
sion, at  lower  charges,  varying  between 
5  and  6  fr.  a-day,  exclusive  of 
wine,  for  boarding  and  lodging.    The 
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princi|Md  pensions  are  Strube's; — the 
Casino  affords  as  good  acoommoda- 
tion  as  any  in  the  place;  —  Cam- 
pagne  Pelsenegg,  near  the  Brienz 
road.  At  most  of  these  houses  there 
is  a  daily  table-d*h6te,  and  during  the 
season  balls  are  now  and  then  given 
at  one  or  other.  Pension  Ober,  very 
comfortable. 

In  1859  a  Kuraaai,  designed  after 
the  fiEuhion  of  those  at  the  German 
Baths,  with  restaurant,  reading-rooms, 
a  ball  and  concert  room,  play-tables, 
&c.,  was  opened  by  some  of  the  inn- 
keepers for  their  benefit.  Fortu- 
nately the  Bernese  government  has 
interdicted  the  hazard-tables,  which 
the  managers  desired  to  introduce. 

Interlaken  has  few  sights  or  lions 
for  the  tourist  or  passmg  traveller, 
who  need  not  stop  here,  unless  he  re- 
quire to  rest  himself.    Its  beautiful 
position,  however,  on  a  little  plain 
between  the  lakes,  in  full  view  of  the 
Jangfrau,   whose    snowy    summit  is 
seen  through  a  gap  in  the  minor  chain 
of  Alps,  its  vicinity  to  numerous  in- 
teresting sites,  and  some  of  the  most 
pleasing    excursions  in  Switzerland, 
together  with  its  cheapness  as  a  place 
of  residence,  have  spread  its  reputa- 
tion through  Europe,  and  have  con- 
verted   it  into   a   sort  of  watering- 
place,  thronged  with  English,  German, 
American,  and  other  foreign  visitors. 
The  village  itself,  a  collection  of  white- 
washedlodging-houses,  with  trim  green 
blinds,  has  nothing  Swiss  in  its  cha- 
racter. Still,  however,  though  no  longer 
a  place  of  retirement,  Interlaken  must 
not  be  disparaged;  its  almost  endless 
walks  and  rides,  its  boating  parties  on 
the  two  lakes,  its  picnics  and  balls, 
would,  in  the  society  of  friends,  afford 
amusement  for  a  season.    In  front  of 
the   lodging-houses  runs  a  magnifi- 
cent Atenue  of  huge  Walnut-trees,  most 
inviting  from  its  cool  shade. 

£xcvnkn8.  {a)  The  wooded  slopes  of 
the  Harder,  a  hill  on  the  opposite  bank 
of  the  Aar,  are  rendered  accessible  by 
easy  pa^s,  commanding  a  delightful 
view.  Keep  to  the  paths,  and  beware 
of  the  slippery  and  really  dangerous 
^^rass  along  the  ridge :  an  English 
liidjr  perished  here  in  1850.    (&)  The 


Rugen,  distance  about  2  m.,  commands 
a  very  beautiful  view.    Walks  and 
drives  have  been  cut  through  the  ad- 
joining woods,  (c)  The  old  Castle  of  Un^ 
sptmnen  is  within  an  easy  walk  even  for 
ladies;  while  {d)  the  "^Giessbach  falls, 
(tf  )  Lauterbrunnen,  with  the  Staubbach, 
and  (/)  Grindelwald  with  its  glaciers, 
are  within  a  short  morning's  row  or 
ride,    {g)  The  top  of  the  Wengem 
Alp  may  be  reached  from  this  in  5  hrs., 
and  (A)  the  Faulhom  in  6  hrs.   (i)The 
Morgenberg,  sometimes  called  Gumi- 
hom  (7400  ft.),  is  easy  of  ascent,  and 
commands  a  remarkaoly  fine  view.   It 
is  the  extremity  of  the  range  which 
walls  in  the  lake  of  Brienz  on  the  S. 
(>)  The  "Schynige  Platte,"  which 
crown  the  1.  portal  of  the  Lauterbrun- 
nen valley.    The  view  from  it  is  one 
of  the  finest  that  can  be  obtained  of 
the  Oberlaud  range,  and  for  ladies  it  is 
the  easiest  of  access.  A  carriage  takes 
\  hr.  to  Gsteig.    The  same  horses  are 
used  for  the  ascent,  which  leaves  the 
Lauterbrunnen  road  immediately  be- 
hind the  ch.  of  Gsteig,  and  reaches  the 
Schynige  Platte  in  3  hrs.    (/w»,  small, 
good).    The  view  comprises  the  whole 
range  of  the  Oberlana  Mts.,  from  the 
WeUhom  to  the  Blumlis  Alp.    The 
mule-path  up  to  the  Inn  is  g^ooo,  thence 
a  rough  path,  not  fit  for  mules,  leads 
in  i  nr.  to  the  Taubenhom,  whence 
the  view  is  panoramic.    A  footpath 
leads  from  the  Schienige  Platte  in  3^ 
hrs.  to  the  Paulhom.      (k)  Another 
interesting    excursion    is    that    of 
the  Suleck,  whose  summit  may  be 
reached  in  3^  hrs.  by  Isenfluh.    Many 
others  of  the  surrounding  mountains 
wHl  repa^  an  ascent.    The  streams 
usually  originate  in  small  glaciers,  not 
seen  Jrrom  the  valley.    They  are  de- 
scribed in  the  following  tour  of  the 
Oberland.   The  view  from  the  church- 
yard of  Aeschif  on  the  S.  shore  of  the 
lake  of  Thun,  forms  a  deserving  ob- 
ject of  a  day's  excursion.    You  leave 
the  carriage-road  to  Thun  at  Leis- 
sigen,  and  take  a  footpath  on  the  1. 
along  a  lane  for  5  m.    The  carriage 
may  wait  at  Spietz.  (See  Rte.  37.) 

At  Urfere  Subscription  Reading^ 
room  and  Library  *  The  Times,' '  GfW- 
gnani,'  *  Debats,  &c.,  are  taken  in. 
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The  English  Church  Service  is  per- 
formed every  Sunday  twice  in  the  Old 
church  by  an  Engrlish  clergyman,  for 
whom  a  small  sUpend  is  rormed  by 
voluntary  contributions  among  his 
countrymen. 

Dr,  ifanif  physician,  speaks  English, 
and  keeps  an  English  dispensary.  His 
goat's  tohey  establishment  is  much  re- 
sorted to  by  invalids. 

Past-office  and  Telegraph  at  Unter- 
seen. 

Horses  or  Mountain-ponies  may  be 
hired  at  Interlaken  at  11  fr.  a-day, 
bonnemain  included,  for  one  pony,  or 
10  fr.  each  when  several  are  taken. 
Guides  abound,  and  are  paid  by  tariff, 
at  the  rate  of  6  to  8  frs.  per  diem, 
but  expect  1  fr.  bonnemain.  Carriages 
are  charged  10  frs.  a-day  for  1  horse, 
20  frs.  for  2.  Instances  of  gross  mis- 
conduct are  very  rare  ;  but  there  is 
no  remedy  except  an  appeal  to  a  magis- 
trate, who  usually  seems  to  consider 
the  tourist  fair  game.  Ask  for  the 
printed  Tariff  put  forth  by  the  autho- 
rities. 

On  many  excursions  (as  to  Mtirren, 
Schynige  t^latte,  Wengem  Alp,  &c.) 
it  is  customary  to  drive  as  far  as  the 
road  will  permit,  then  take  out  the 
horses  and  saddle  them  for  the  ascents. 


B.  Interlaken  to  Jxmierbrvnnenf 

About  2  hours'  walk— a  drive  of  li  h. 
Carriage  there  and  back,  with  a  halt 
of  2  hrs.,  one  horse,  8  fr.;  two  horses, 
15  fr.  After  nassing  a  tract  of  ver- 
dant meadow-land,  on  which  great 
wrestling-matches  rpne  of  which  has 
been  described  by  Madame  de  Stael) 
are  periodically  held,  the  road  passes 
on  file  rt.  the  Castle  of  Unspunnen: 
it  is  in  a  very  dilapidated  state, 
but  a  square  tower,  with  a  flanking 
round  turret,  rise  picturesquely  above 
the  brushwood  surrounding  them.  It 
is  the  reputed  residence  of  Manfred, 
and  its  position  in  front  of  the  high 
Alps  renders  it  not  unlikely  that  Byron 
may  have  had  it  in  his  eye.  The  real 
owners  of  the  castle  were  the  barons 
of  Unsnunnen,  a  noble  and  ancient 
race,  wno  were  lords  of  the  whole 


Oberlandy  from  the  Grimsel  to  the 
Gemmi.    Burkard,  the  last  male  de- 
scendant of  this  fiunily,  had  a  beau- 
tifrd  and  only  daughter,  Ida,  who  was 
beloved  by  a  yoa^  knight  attached 
to  the  Court  of  Bsichtold  of  Zih- 
rinsen,  between  whom  and  Borkard 
a  aeadly  feud  had   long   subsisted. 
Under  such  circumstances  the  youth- 
ful Rudolph  of  Wadenswyl,  despair- 
ing of  obtaining  the  &ther'8  consent 
to  their  union,  scaled  the  castle-walls 
by  night,  carried  Ida  oS,  and  made 
her  his  bride.    Many  years  of  bloody 
strife  between  the  two  parties  foUowed 
this  event.    At  length  Rudolph,  tak- 
ing his  infant  son  by  Ida  along  with 
him,  presented  himself,  unarmed  and 
without  attendants,  to  Burkard,  in  the 
midst  of  his  stronghold.      Soch   an 
appeal  to  the  old  man*s  aflbctions  and 
generosity  was  irresistible  ;  he  melted 
into  tears,  forgot  his  wrongs,  and,  re- 
ceiving his  children  into  nis  bosom, 
made  Rudolph's  son  the  heir  of  his 
vast  possessions.    At  the  time  of  the 
reconciliation,  the  old  baron  had  tud, 
*'  Let  this  day  be  for  ever  celebrated 
among  us  ;**  and  rural  games  were  in 
consequence,  for  many  years,  held  on 
the  spot.    These  were  revived  in  18l<:i 
and  1808,  and  consisted  of  gymnastic 
exercises,    wrestling,    pitcnmg^     the 
stone,  &C.,  in  which  the  natives  of 
the  different  cantons  contended  with 
one  another,  while   spectators   from 
far  and  near  collected  on  a  naturd 
amphitheatre. 

At  Gsteig  village  the  ascent  of  th<^ 
Schynige  Flcite  (described  above)  cotn> 
mences. 

Leaving  behind  the  vUlnge  of 
Miihlinen,  whose  inhabitants  are  sadh 
afflicted  with  goitre  (§  18),  the  ruali 
plunges  into  tlie  narrow  and  sava^i' 
gorge  of  the  torrent  LUtschine,  Not  fL- 
up,  the  road  passes  a  spot  of  evil  ropaie 
as  the  scene  of  a  fratricide — ••  jnst  tb» 

Elace  for  such  a  deed."  It  was  niark<*il 
y  an  inscription  in  the  face  of  a 
projecting  rock,  called,  from  tho 
murder,  the  Evil  Stone  (B6se  Stein), 
or  Brother's  Stone.  The  encroach- 
ments of  the  river  upon  the  roau 
rendered  it  necessary  to  blast  a  por- 
tion of  the  rock  in  order  to  wukn 
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the  carriageway,  in  doing  which  the 
inaeription  has  Deen  displfu^ed. 

A%  the  hamlet  of  Zweiliitschinen, 
about  two  miles  from  the  entrance 
of  the  Talley,  it  divides  into  two 
branches:  that  on  the  L,  from  which 
flows  the  Black  Lutschine,  is  the  val- 
ley of  Grindelwal<L  The  carriage- 
road  to  Qrindelwald  (Rte.  c)  crosses 
the  bridge  and  leads  up  the  valley, 
terminated  by  the  gigantic  mass  and 
everlasting  snows  of  the  Wetterhom 
(Rte.  25  d)  ;  that  of  the  rt.,  traversed 
by  the  White  Liitschine,  is  the  valley 
of  the  Lauterbronnen,  and  it  onght 
to  be  visited  first 

The  valley  of  Lautorbmnnen  is 
remarkable  tor  its  depth,  its  con- 
tracted width,  and  for  the  precipices 
of  limestone,  nearly  vertical,  which 
enclose  it  like  walls.  Its  name,  lite- 
rally translated,  means  *' nothing  but 
fountains ;"  and  is  derived,  no  £)ubt, 
from  the  number  of  streamlets  which 
cast  themselves  headlong  from  the 
browB  of  the  clifb  into  the  valley 
below,  looking  at  a  distance  like  so 
many  pendnlous  white  threads. 

The  road  to  Lauterbrunnen  passes 
under  the  base  of  a  colossal  preci- 
pice, called  Hunnenflne,  whose  face 
displays  singular  contortions  in  the 
limestone  strata.  If  the  clouds  permit, 
the  summit  of  the  Jnngfrau  now 
bursts  into  sight;  and  soon  after,  sur- 
moonting  a  steep  slope,  we  reach 

Ltmterbrunnen,  Itme :  Capricorn 
(Steinbook),  rather  dear;  R  Staub- 
bach,  moderate :  horses  are  kept  here. ' 

This  village  contains  about  1350 
Inhab.,  dwefiing  in  rustic  houses, 
scattered  widoly  apart,  along  both 
banks  of  the  torrent.  It  lies  2450  ft 
above  the  sea,  so  sunk  between  pre* 
cipices  that,  in  summer,  the  sun  does 
not  appear  till  7  o'clock,  and  in  win- 
ter not  before  12.  Only  the  hardier 
species  of  grain  grow  here,  and  the 
climate  is  umost  too  rough  for  pears 
and  apples.  About  30  shoots  of  water 
dangle  from  the  edse  of  the  ramparts 
which  form  the  sides  of  the  valley; 
and,  when  their  tops  are  enveloped  m 
rlouds,  appear  to  burst  at  once  from 
the  sky :  many  of  them  are  dried  up 
in  sommer.    These  minor  falls,  how- 


ever, are  aU  eclipsed  by  that  of  the 
Sttmbbach^  distant  about  ^  a  mile  from 
the  inn.  It  is  one  of  the  loftiest  falls 
in  Europe,  messuring  between  800  and 
900  feet  m  height;  and  fr^m  this  cause, 
and  frt>m  the  comparatively  smaU  body 
of  water  forming  it,  it  is  shivered  by 
the  wind  into  spray  like  dust  long 
before  it  reaches  the  bottom  (whence 
its  name—literally,  i)j«*-stream). 

Strangers,  who  expect  in  the  Staub- 
bach  the  rushing  and  roaring  rapidity 
of  a  cataract,  will  here  be  disap- 
pointed; but,  in  the  opinion  of  many, 
this  want  is  atoned  for  by  other  beau- 
ties peculiar  to  this  falL  The  friction 
of  the  rock,  and  the  resistance  of  the 
air,  retard  the  descent  of  the  water, 
giving  it,  when  seen  in  front,  the 
appearance  of  a  beautiful  lace  veil 
suspended  from  the  precipice,  and 
imitating,  in  its  centre,  the  folds  of 
the  drapery.  When  very  full,  it 
shoots  out  from  the  rock,  and  is  bent 
by  the  wind  into  flickering  undula- 
tions. Byron  has  described  it  admi- 
rably, both  in  prose  and  verse: — 

*' jHie  torrent  is  in  shape,  curving  ■ 
over  the  rock,  like  the  tail  of  a  white 
horse  streaming  in  the  wind — such  as 
it  might  be  conceived  would  be  that  of 
the  'pale  horse'  on  which  Death  is 
mounted  in  the  Apocalypse.  It  is 
neither  mist  nor  water,  but  a  some- 
thing between  both  :  its  immense 
height  gives  it  a  wave  or  curve — a 
spreading  here  or  condension  there 
—  wonderfhl  and  indescribable."  — 
Joumcii. 

"  It  is  not  noon— the  sunbow's  nys  still  sreh 
The  torrent  wfth  the  many  hoes  of  hesTen, 
And  roll  the  sheeted  silver's  wsTinff  colnmn 
O'er  the  crags  headlong  perpendicuUr, 
And  tlvaff  its  lines  of  foaming  light  slonfl;. 
And  to  and  fh>,  like  the  pale  courst^r's  tall, 
The  giant  steed  to  be  bestrode  by  Death, 
As  told  in  the  Apocalypse."  Mtotfnd. 

The  Staubbach  is  seen  to  perfection 
before  noon,  when  the  iris  rormed  by 
the  sun  falling  full  upon  it,  **like  a 
rainbow  come  down  to  pay  a  visit — 
moving  as  you  move,"  and  the  shadow 
of  the  water  on  the  face  of  the  rock, 
prive  an  additional  interest.  At  other 
times  it  is  as  well  seen  from  the  inn 
as  from  the  nearest  point  which  can  be 
reached  without  becoming  drenched 
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with  spray.  Wordsworth  has  called 
it  '*  a  skv-bom  waterfSeJl;"  and  when 
the  cloads  are  low  and  rest  on  the 
sides  of  the  valley,  it  literally  appears 
to  leap  from  the  sky.  In  winter, 
when  the  torrent  is  nearly  arrested 
by  the  frost,  a  vast  pyramid  of  ice 
is  formed  by  the  drippmg  of  the  water 
from  above,  increasing  gradually 
upwards  in  the  manner  of  a  stalag- 
mite, until  the  colossal  icicle  reaches 
nearly  half  way  up  the  precipice. 
There  is  a  smaller  upper  foil  above 
the  one  seen  from  I<auterbrunnen. 
A  footpath  leads  up  to  it  in  f  of  an 
hour,  out  few  think  it  woith  the 
trouble  of  the  ascent. 

Ulrich  Lauener,  of  Lauterbrunnen, 
is  a  celebrated  guide.  A  younger 
brother,  Christian  Lauener,  is  a  good 
and  steady  guide. 

[A  very  Interesting  ^Excursion  may 
be  made  from  Lauterbrunnen  to  the 
range  immediately  E.  of  the  village. 
About  200  yards  beyond  the  villi^ 
a  good  horse-road  ascends  rapidly  to 
the  rt.,  crosses  the  stream  of  the  Staub- 
bach  above  the  falls,  and  reaches  in 
2^  hrs.  the  highland  village  of  Murren, 
*Inn  (H.  du  Silberhom);  it  is  well  to 
agree  about  prices  beforehand,  espe- 
cially if  you  stay  2  or  3  days.  The 
view  of  the  Oberland  chain  is  very  fine, 
and  is  further  improved  by  ascending 
to  a  point  about  half  an  hour  above  the 
inn.  The  Jungfrau  is  seen  from  top 
to  bottom,  better  than  from  Wengem 
Alp.  But  the  main  object  of  attraction 
.  is  Uie  adjoining  peak  of  the  SchUthom 
(9799  Eng.  ft),  commanding  one  of 
the  finest  views  in  the  whole  range 
of  the  Alps.  It  may  be  reached  from 
Miirren  in  from  3  to  4  hrs.,  the  greater 
part  of  the  way  by  an  excellent  horse-' 
path,  but  at  the  end  over  some  snow, 
by  a  steep  and  rather  difficult  ascent, 
in  some  states  of  the  snow.  It  has  been 
frequently  accomplished  by  ladies. 
A  melancholy  catastrophe  occurred 
here,  1865:  Mrs.  Arbuthnot,  while 
making  the  ascent  with  her  husband, 
was  struck  dead  by  liehtning.  Moun- 
taineers may  descend  into  the  Seeftnen^ 
Thai  (Rte.  36),  and  thence  into  the 
Upper  Valley  of  Lauterbrunnen. 
Guides  may  be  had  in  abundance  at 


Miirren.  The  Pasaes  <^  Fvrke  and  DUii' 
dengrat  were  traversed  by  two'English 
ladies,  with  two  guides  and  a  mule, 
from  Kandersteg  to  Miirren,  in  1 5  hrs., 
in  1866.  (See  Bte.  36.) 

Upper  Valley  of  Lauterhnam, 

Of  the  multitudes  who  visit  Lan- 
terbrunn,  a  very  small  proportion 
trouble  themselves  to  explore  the 
upper  part  of  the  valley,  the  scenery 
of  which  is  of  the  highest  order  of 
beauty.  The  fall  of  the  Schmadriboth 
is  qmte  a  sufficient  object  for  a  day's 
excursion;  being,  in  truth,  inferior  to 
few  in  Switzerland.  It  is  a  large  body 
of  water,  which,  issuing  from  the  gla- 
cier,  throws  itself  immediately  over  a 
precipice  of  great  height,  and  again 
makes  two  more  leaps,  of  inferior 
height,  but  great  beauty,  before  reach- 
ing the  bottom  of  the  valley.  The 
road  on  leaving  Lauterbrunnen  con- 
tinues nearly  on  a  level,  underneath 
the  magnificent  crag^  of  the  Black 
Monk,  while  numerous  cascades  of  the 
Staubbach  character,  leap  frx>m  the 
lofty  crags  on  the  rt.  into  the  valley. 

The  curious  little  cascade  of  tfie 
Triimmelbach,  issuing  from  a  deep 
ravine  under  the  Jungfruu,  may  be 
visited  by  the  way.  The  road  as  far 
as  Steckelberg,  about  1  hr.  from  Lau- 
terbrunnen, is  practicable  for  a  small 
char,  beyond  that  place  it  is  so  nar- 
row that  horses  can  alone  go  for  ano- 
ther f  hr.,  as  far  as  the  hamlet  of 
Trachsel  Lctumen^  opposite  which  will 
be  seen  the  remains  of  an  ava- 
lanche, called  by  the  same  name, 
which  falls  annually  from  the  Jung- 
frau, and  spreads  its  ruins  over  a 
surface  of  many  hundred  acres.  An 
hour  farther,  in  which  there  is  a  steep 
ascent  to  be  surmounted,  stands  a 
single  chalet,  near  the  foot  of  the 
lower  fall;  from  which  there  is  ^  an 
hour's  sharp  ascent  to  the  foot  of  the 
upper  fall.  Deciduous  trees  cease 
below  Trachsel  Lauinen;  thence  to 
the  fall,  the  way  lies  generally  through 
pine  forests,  and  the  pasturage  is 
abundant  to  a  much  greater  height. 
High  above  tower  the  summits  of  rhe 
chain,    which,    branching   from    the 
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Jungfiraa,  is  contmued  in  an  unbroken 
line  of  ice  to  the  Gemmi. 

If  the  path  hitherto  taken  to  the 
npper  fall  be  still  further  followed,  it 
letm  over  some  marshy  land  and,  in 
f  hr.  sharp  ascent  to  the  rt.,  to  the 
highest  pasturages  in  this  part  of  the 
aQ>s,  immediately  under  the  glaciers 
of  the  Breithom.  The  view  hence  is 
very  fine.  The  Steinberg  (Rte.  35) 
may  be  easily  reached  by  descending 
a  rather  faintly-marked  path  to  the  rt., 
leading  close  to  the  Tschingel  glacier, 
and  in  ^  hr.  to  a  cowhouse.  The 
stream  must  here  be  crossed,  and  the 
higher  path  followed,  when  the  Stein- 
beig  is  attained  almost  on  a  level. 
The  view  from  this  point  is  mag- 
nificent, and  embraces  tne  whole  range 
of  the  giants  of  this  portion  of  £e 
Alps  from  the  Jungfrau  to  the  Blumlis, 
in  close  proximity.  It  is.qnite  possible 
to  descend  from  the  Steinberg  and 
ascend  the  Miirren  without  going  into 
the  valley.  The  path  is  not  difficult 
to  find,  as  it  is  tolerably  well  marked 
near  the  Steinberg  chdlet,  and  its 
direction  thence  easily  seen.  It  enters 
the  mule-road  to  Miirren  near  the  fine 
fall  of  the  stream,  issuing  from  the 
SefinenThaL 


C.  LauUrhruTuien  to  Grindelwald, — a.  By 
ihe  chca^-road.  b.  By  the  Wengem  Alp. 

Both  Ijauteibmnnen  and  Grindel- 
wald may  be  visited  in  one  rather 
long  day  frt>m  Interlaken,  returning 
in  we  evening.  If  the  Wengem  Alp 
route  is  chosen,  a  char  may  be  taken 
at  Interli^en,  and  the  saddle-horses 
may  be  used  to  draw  the  char,  saddles 
being  taken  with  it.  The  char  may 
then  be  left  at  Lauterbrunnen,  and 
will  be  run  down  by  boys  to  the 
junction  of  the  Grindelwald  road, 
where  it  wOl  be  found  by  the  tourists, 
who  will  in  the  mean  time  have 
crossed  the  Wensen^  Alp,  and  come 
down  from  Gnn&lwald  on  the  char- 
horses.  One  horse,  20  fr.;  two  horses, 
40  fr.  for  this  expedition. 

a.  By  the  high-road  the  time  occu- 
pied in  going  from  Lauterbrunnen  to 
Grindelwald  is  about  2  hrs.— the  dis- 


tance about  9  m.  It  is  necessary  to 
return  down  the  valley  as  far  as  the 
Zwei-Lutschinen,  then,  crossing  the 
White,  to  ascend,  by  the  side  of  the 
Black  Lutschine,  a  lone  ascent  through 
a  valley,  not  unlike  that  of  Simla  at 
the  base  of  the  Himalayas,  with  the 
precipices  of  the  Wetterhom  and  the 
peaks  of  the  Eigher  in  the  background. 
Nearer  to  Grmdelyald  the  two  gla- 
ciers appear  in  sight. 

6.  In  fine  weather  there  are  few 
more  interesting  or  exciting  journeys 
on  horseback  among  the  Alps  than 
that  over  the  Wengem  Alp,  or  Lesser 
Scheideck.  Independently  of  the  glori- 
ous view  of  the  Jungfrau,  and  other 
giants  of  the  Bernese  chain,  it  is  from 
the  Wengem  Alp  that  avalanches  are 
seen  ana  heard  in  greatest  perfec- 
tion, and  no  one  should  abandon  the 
expedition  without  an  efibrt.  It  occu- 
pies 7  hrs.,  including  2  hrs.halt  at  the 
summit.  It  is  constantly  traversed  by 
ladies  on  horseback,  or  in  a  chaise  a 
porteur  (§  10).  Those  who  are  at  all 
able  to  walk  need  take  a  horse  to  the 
summit  only,  for  which  one  day  is 
charged ;  for  the  whole  journey,  \\ 
day. 

The  bridle-path  tumsoifat  the  chapel 
nearly  opposite  the  Staubbach,  and 
after  crossmg  the  river  ascends  steep 
zigzags,  which  lead  out  of  the  valley  of 
Lauterbrunnen,  in  order  to  surmount 
the  ridge  separating  it  from  that  of 
Grindelwald.  After  nearly  an  hour  of 
toilsome  ascent,  passing  the  houses  of 
a  scattered  hamlet,  it  reaches  a  more 
gradual  slope  of  meadow  land.  The 
valley  of  Lauterbrunn,  beneath  whose 
precipices  the  traveller  has  previously 
crept  with  some  little  awe,  presents 
fr^m  this  height  the  aspect  oi  a  mere 
trench;  the  Staubbach  is  reduced  to 
a  thin  thread,  and  its  upi)er  fall,  and 

Srevious  winding,  before  it  makes  its 
nal  leap,  are  exposed  to  view  and 
looked  down  upon.  The  path  winds 
to  the  rt.  round  the  shoulder  of  the 
hill,  and  then,  becoming  steep  and  slip- 
pery, crosses  the  meadows  advancing 
towards  the  Jungfrau,  which  now 
rises  in  front  of  we  spectator,  with 
its  vast  expanse  of  snow  and  glacier, 
in  aU  its  magnificence.    Not  only  ita 
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summit,  but  all  the  mass  of  the 
mountain  above  the  level  of  the  spec- 
tator, is  white  with  perpetual  snow 
of  virffin  purity,  which  breaks  off 
abruptly  at  the  edge  of  a  black  pre- 
cipioe,  forming  one  side  of  a  ravine 
sepaj*ating  the  Jungfrau  from  the 
Wengem  Alp.  It  appears  to  be  within 
g^n*shot  of  Ux&  spectator — so  colossal 
are  its  proportioi^,  that  the  effsct  of 
distance  is  lost. 

About  half  an  hour's  walk  short 
of  the  col  of  the  Lesser  Scheideok 
(where  also  there  is  an  Inn)  is  a 
very  tolerable  Inn,  ^»  de  la  Jungfrau, 
containing  20  beds  to  accommodate 
strangers  who  choose  to  await  the  sun- 
rise at  this  elevation,  on  the  brow  of 
the  ravine,  5350  ft  above  the  sea-level, 
directly  facing  the  Jungfrau.  !From 
this  point  Ihe  mountain  is  best  seen, 
as  well  as  the  avalanches  descending 
from  it  Hie  precipice  foeford  alluded 
to,  which  forms  the  base  of  the  moun* 
tain,  is  channelled  with  furrows  or 
grooves,  down  which  the  avalanches 
desoendl  They  are  most  numerous 
a  little  after  noon,  when  the  sun  and 
wind  exercise  the  greatest  influence 
on  the  glacier  in  loosening  masses  of 
it,  and  causing  them  to  break  off. 

The  attention  is  first  arrested  by  a 
distant  roar,  not  unlike  thunder,  and 
in  half  a  minute,  a  g^h  of  white 
powder,  resembling  a  small  cataract 
is  perceived  issuing  out  of  one  of  the 
upper  grooves  or  gullies;  it  then  sinks 
into  a  xow  fissure,  and  is  lost  only 
to  reappear  at  a  lower  stage  some 
hundred  feet  below;  soon  after  an- 
other roar,  and  a  fresh  gush  frt)m  a 
lower  gpilly,  till  the  mass  of  ice,  reach- 
ing the  lowest  step,  is  precipitated 
into  the  gulf  below.  By  watchmg  at- 
tentively the  sloping  white  side  of  the 
Jungfrau,  the  separation  of  the  frag- 
ment of  ioe  firom  the  mass  of  the 
glacier  which  produces  this  thunder, 
may  be  seen  at  the  moment  when  dis- 
engaged and  before  the  sound  reaches 
the  ear.  Sometimes  it  merely  slides 
down  over  the  surface,  at  others  it 
turns  over  in  a  cake;  but  in  an  instant 
after  it  disappears,  is  shattered  to 
atoms,  and,  m  passing  through  the 
different  gullies,  apparently  ground 


to  a  fine  powder.  Independent  of  the 
sound,  which  is  an  awful  interruption 
of  the  silence  usually  prevailing  on  the 
high  Alps,  there  is  nothing  grand  or 
stnking  in  these  falling  masses:  and, 
indeed,  it  is  difficult  at  first  to  believe 
that  these  echoing  thunders  arise 
from  so  slight  a  cause  in  appearance. 
The  spectator  must  bear  in  mind  that 
they  are  at  the  distance  of  1  m.  from 
him,  that  at  each  disoham  whole  tons 
of  ice  are  hurled  down  the  mountain, 
and  that  the  seeming  dust  to  which 
it  is  reduced  includes  blocks  capable 
of  sweeping  away  large  trees,  if  such 
occurred  in  their  course.  During  the 
early  part  of  the  smnmer  three  or 
four  such  discharges  may  be  seen  in 
an  hour;  in  cold  weather  they  are  less 
numerous;  in  the  autumn  scarcely 
any  occur.  The  avalanches  finally 
descend  into  the  valley  of  Triimle- 
ten,  the  uninhabited  ravine  dividing 
the  Jungfrau  from  the  Wengem  Alp, 
far  deeper  than  travellers  along  the 
mule^traok  have  any  idea  of;  and,  on 
melting,  fiend  forth  a  stream  which 
falls  into  the  Lutschine,  a  little  above 
Lauterbrunnen. 

iNoar  View  of  the  AfxUanches. — Mr. 
F.  Galton  drew  attention  in  1863  to 
the  view  by  the  side  of  the  gully  im- 
mediately facing  the  Jungfrau  note), 
to  whion  the  avalanches  from  the 
Jungfrau  converge,  a  point  which  may 
be  reached  in  2^hrs. — 1  hr.  on  horse- 
back-—quite  easily  and  safely  by  de- 
scending into  the  Trttmeleten  valley, 
crossing  the  stream  by  a  bridge,  tr»> 
versing  a  narrow  band  of  av2anehe 
snow  fallen  fr^m  the  Eiger,  and  then 
mounting  to  the  gully.  The  path  is 
perfectly  simple  and  easy,  save  up 
two  low  terraces  of  steep  rook,  where 
the  present  absence  of  foot*hold  (steps 
might  easily  be  quarried)  necessitates 
the  assistance  of  a  guide  and  rope. 
On  arriving  at  the  side  of  the  gully 
a  near  view  of  the  avalanches  can  b» 
enjoyed  as  safely  as  that  of  a  waters 
fall  First  a  prodigious  roar  is  hewi 
over  head,  then  a  storm  of  ice-balk 
tears  through  the  gully  and  dashes 
forth  like  a  cataract  upon  a  long  slope 
of  ice  and  snow.  Down  this  they 
slide  swiftly,  with  a  hissing  noise,  into 
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tbe  depths  of  the  vaUaj,    Goihes  of  |  ' 


d  only  Oil  gn  thlnfi  fhu  itni  would  llir ; 
tha  ynung  floallihlnK  (DlMt,  or  Ihe  hut 


le  to  be  gTonnd  \dU>  p«r- 


!F  bsnd  of  ic«  and  snoir. 


eztendine  nearlj  2000  ft.  in  additiooal 
deBoent,  mim  tbe  foot  of  the  ^uUy  to 
diB  mlnwxt  inAccetsible  bottom  of  the 


ing  BTBry  five  minutai  nearlj,  The 
clouds  rose  from  the  oppoeile  TaUey, 
corluiK  up  perpeniiiaiUaT  pradpioes, 
like  um  maia  of  tha  otMaa  of  bell 
during  a  spring  tids^-it  ww  white 
and  anlphurj,  and  inuDMinrably 
deeo  in  app^uance.  Tbe  dda  we 
"     J  precipitooa 


;  bat,  01 


It  the  11 


mit,  w«  looked  down  npon  the  other 
aide  npon  a  boiling  laa  of  oloud,  daah- 
ing  oguiut  the  aragi  oa  which  we 
>tood~theee  cra«s  on  one  aide  quite 
pprpcndieular.  m  paaaing  the  nuuMS 
of  iDOw,  I  made  a.  anowbaU,  and  palted 
Hobhonae  with  ii."~~3uiiat  Journal, 

■  Yn  tDppllna  enft  of  ice — 


I  At*r  y>  iiaiKiilIy  tttt,  imiilh. 


Utuflim/nmllu  rmatiaBiiaiiifimfMII" 

A  A»y  may  be  enjo^ably  spent  on 
the  Wengern  Alp  ">  thoroughly 
taking  in  the  grand  scenery  which  it 
commands.  The  Lauberhom,  nilh  a 
more  extensive  and  varied  view,  may 
be  easily  reaobed  in  about  1^  hr.  from 
either  of  the  inns  on  the  pass. 

Beyond  the  Jungfrau  Ilotel  the 
track  ia  tolerably  lave],  and  in  about 
2  milea  the  col  or  aummit  of  the  pass 
ia  attained  (8690  ft),  where  also  there 
is  a  toleraUe  Inn  (tt  Bellevue).  Tbe 
view  is  very  fine,  including,  beBides 
the  Joogfran,  the  M&ach,  the  two 
Eighers,  and  the  Wetterhom.  Tra- 
veUers  should  on  no  account  omit 
walking  \  hr.  to  the  very  verge  of  the 
valley  (local  jealonsicB  have  pre- 
vented tte  formation  of  a  footpath). 
They  should  walk  past  the  flagstaff, 
and  keep  gently  rising,  following  the 
ins  and  outa  of  the  «mali  spurs  In 
i  their  way,  and  past  a  watering-place 
I  for  cattle,  tlU  they  arrive  suddenly  on 
the  edge  of  a  cliff  overlooking  the 
'  Trilmleten  Thai,  and  become  awaro 
of  lis  little  suspected  depths  and  the 
I  avaiaocho  debris  which  strew  lla 
j  bottom.  The  grandeur  of  the  Jung. 
'  fr4u  range  greatly  rises  in  (he  estima- 
1  lion  ofthosewhohaveseen  it  from  here. 
1  The  Jiaigfraa,  or  Virgin,  received  its 
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name  either  from  the  unsullied  purity 
of  the  snow,  or  because  its  crest  was 
long  deemed  inaccessible  to  human 
foot.  Like  most  of  the  other  peaks 
of  the  Alps,  she  has  lost  her  claim 
to  the  title  on  the  latter  score,  the 
highest  peak  havine  most  probably 
been  reached  for  the  first  time  in 
1811,  and  again  in  1812,  b^  the 
brothers  Meyer,  of  Aarau;  it  was 
again  attained  in  1828  by  6  peasants 
from  Grindelwald  ;  and,  in  August, 
1841,  by  M.  Agassiz,  of  Neuchatel, 
accompanied  by  Professor  Forbes,  of 
Edinburgh.  The  course  they  pursued 
was  by  me  Ober-Aar  glacier  to  that 
of  Viesch,  and  then  by  following  up 
the  Aletsch  glacier  from  the  Maijelen- 
see.  It  has  since  been  ascended  by 
M.  Studer  and  by  several  English 
travellers.  The  Jungfrau  rises  to  an 
elevation  of  13,671  ft.  above  the 
sea-leveL  Farther  on  appear  the 
Monch,  or  Klein  Eigher,  13,438  ft., 
and  the  Great  Eigher  (^Giant),  13,044 
ft.  On  approaching  Gnndenwald,  the 
Schreckhom  (Peak  of  Terror),  13,394 
ft.,  comes  into  sight  The  sharp, 
needle-formed  point  of  the  Finster* 
Aarhorn,  the  highest  peak  in  Switzer- 
land, 14,039  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  is 
only  visible  at  intervals  peering  above' 
his  brethren.  The  glaciers,  which  cling 
around  these  peaks,  and  fill  up  the  de- 
pressions between  them,  extend  with- 
out interruption  from  the  Jungfrau 
to  the  Grimsel,  and  from  Grindel- 
wald, in  canton  Berne,  nearly  to  the 
hamlets  of  Viesch  and  Morii,  in  the 
Yalais.  The  extent  of  this  glacier 
field  has  been  calculated  at  115  square 
miles,  or  about  one-sixth  of  all  the 
glaciers  among  the  Alps. 

The  descent  to  Grindelwald  takes 
up  about  2^  hrs.,  milk,  strawberries, 
and  beggars  at  frequent  intervals  by 
the  wayside.  The  path  is  steep, 
and  for  20  min.  lies  over  marshy 
ground.  It  passes  within  sight  of  a 
forest  said  to  have  been  mown  down 
by  the  fall  of  avalanches,  but  more 
probably  decaying,  as  is  not  unusual 
on  the  higher  grounds  at  present. 
The  trunks,  broken  short  off  close  to 
-^he  ground,  still  stand  like  stubble 

1t  by  the  scythe.    Byron  describes 


**  whole  woods  of  withered  pines- 
all  withered;  trunks  strippra  and 
barkless;  branches  lifeless;  done  by  a 
single  winter — their  appearance  re- 
minded me  of  me  and  my  family." 

In  descending  into  the  valley,  the 
Wetterhom  (ascended  by  Mr.  Wills  in 
1855)  is  seen  in  front,  and  on  the  L 
the  Faulhom,  surmounted  by  its  inn. 
On  the  rt,  low  down,  appears  the 
white  lower  glacier  of  Grmdelwald, 
issuing  out  of  a  gorge,  on  a  level  with 
the  h(U)itations  of  the  valley. 

Crrindelioald. — Inns:  Bar  (Bear)  at 
the  W.  of  the  village;  Adler  (Eagle) 
at  the  E.  end, — ^both  very  fair.  The 
pension  of  the  Adler  is  a  charming 
residence.  English  Church  Service  in 
summer. 

The  village  of  Grindelwald,  con- 
sisting of  picturesque  wooden  cottages, 
widely  scattered  over  the  valley,  stands 
at  a  height  of  3250  ft  above  the  sea, 
from  which  cause,  and  from  its  vici- 
nity to  the  glaciers,  the  climate  of  the 
valley  is  cold,  and  unstable  even  in 
summer.  Its  inhabitants  are  chiefly 
employed  in  rearing  cattle,  of  which 
6000  head  are  fed  on  the  neighbouring 
^pastures ;  and  many  act  as  guides. 
>^he  younger  females  pick  up  a  few 
halfoence  by  singing  Banz  dev  aches 
at  tne  inns,  and  most  of  the  children 
are  beggars  —  occupations  arising 
from  the  influx  of  strangers  into 
the  valley,  which  has  exercised  an 
injurious  influence  upon  its  morals 
and  ancient  simplicity  of  manners. 
The  valley  has  not  been  inhabited 
above  400  years,  and  the  peasants 
assert  that  the  climate  becomes 
gradually  worse,  and  g^ve  instances 
which  seem  to  bear  out  their  state- 
ment. It  is  certain  that  there  were  in 
former  days  several  paths  into  the 
Yalais  which  are  now  impassable; 
and  it  is  said  that  the  peasants  of 
Grindelwald  used  to  cross  to  the 
Yalais  to  be  married. 

Grindelwald  owes  its  celebrity,  as  a 
place  of  resort  for  travellers,  to  the 
grandeur  of  the  mountains  which  sur- 
round it,  and  to  its  two  Glaciers  (§  16), 
which,  as  they  descend  into  the  very 
bottom  of  the  valley  below  the  level 
of  the  village,  and  dmost  within  a 
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stone*8-throw  of  human  habitations, 
are  more  easily  accessible  here  than 
in  other  parts  of  Switzerland.  Three 
gigantic  mountains  form  the  S.  side 
of  the  ralley — the  Eigher,  or  Giant; 
the  Mettenberg  (Middle  Mountain), 
which  isy  in  fact,  the  base  or  pedestal 
of  the  magnificent  peak  called  Schreck- 
hom;  and  the  Wetterhom  (Peak  of 
Tempests),  at  the  upper'  end.  Be- 
tween these  three  mountains  the  two 
glaciers  of  Grindelwald  issue  out. 
They  are  branches  of  that  vast  field 
or  ocean  of  ice  mentioned  above  as  oc- 
cu|)ying  the  table-land  and  high  valleys 
amidst  the  Bernese  Alps,  f^id,  being 
pushed  downwards  by  tne  constantly- 
increaaing  masses  above,  descend  »r 
below  the  line  of  perpetual  snow  (}  1 6). 
Their  chief  beauty  arises  from  their 
being  bordered  by  forests  of  fir,  which 
form,  as  it  were,  a  graceful  fringe  to 
the  white  ice,  while  the  green  pas- 
tures, with  which  they  are  almost  in 
contact  near  the  base,  contrast  agree- 
ably with  their  frozen  peaks.  Though 
inferior  in  extent  to  those  of  Cha- 
mouni,  of  the  Aar  and  of  Aletsch, 
the  traveller  who  has  seen  even  them 
will  do  well  to  explore  the  Glaciers  of 
Grindelwald. 

Guides, — Peter  Bohren,  facile  prm^ 
cepsy  from  his  many  ascents;  Christen 
Ahnen ;  Ch.  and  Pierre  Michel; 
Jean  Banmann;  TJlrich  Kaufmann. 

The  Lover  Olacier,  also  called  the 
smaller,  although  four  times  as  large 
as  the  upper  one,  forces  its  way  out 
between  tne  Eigher  and  Mettenberg, 
and  it  descends  to  a  point  only  3200 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea.  A 
path  ascends  along  its  left  margin, 
beneath  the  precipices  of  the  Metten- 
berg, and  past  a  ch&let  (BUrenegg, 
2  hrs.  walk)  where  wine  can  oe 
froty  commanding  a  view  of  the  brist- 
Tlng  minarets  of  ice,  of  the  lower 
portion  of  the  glacier,  and  affording 
meana  of  paying  a  visit  to  its  middle 
portion*  wnich  is  one  of  the  pieasantest 
errtirsions  on  the  Alps;  with  a  local 
«riiide  occupying  5  or  6  hrs.  in  the 
whole,  including  1  or  2  on  the  ice,  and 
not  fatiguing.  Itisnot^ood  for  timid 
persons,  &s  the  path  skirts  some  for- 
midable   precipices,  and   the   recent 


shrinking  of  the  ice  compels  travellers 
to  descend  by  a  ladder  of  perhaps  50 
steps,  clamped  to  the  face  of  the  cliff, 
a  small  fee  is  paid  for  descending  it; 
but  it  is  taken  Dy  ladies,  who  may  ride 
on  horseback  for  the  first  f  hr.,  and 
be  conveyed  to  the  ladder  in  a  chaise 
i  porteur.  This  excursion  offers  to 
those  who  cannot  mount  great  heights 
one  of  the  grandest  and  wildest  gla- 
cier views  imaginable,  the  cultivated 
valley  being  completely  hidden,  and 
nothing  visible  but  the  enormous  peaks 
of  the  Either,  Schreckhom,  Vieschcr- 
homer,  &c.,  which  form  a  superb  am- 
phitheatre, very  little  inferior  to  the 
scene  from  the  Jardin.  In  1821  M. 
Mouron,  a  clergyman  of  Vevay,  was 
lost  in  one  of  the  crevices.  Suspi- 
cions were  entertained  that  the  euide 
who  accompanied  him  had  murdered 
him,  and  search  was  immediately 
commenced  for  the  body.  After  12 
days  of  fruitless  attempts,  it  was  at 
length  drawn  out  by  a  g^de,  who 
was  let  down  from  above  by  a  rope 
with  a  lantern  tied  to  his  neck.  The 
watch  and  the  purse  of  the  unfor- 
tunate man  were  found  upon  him, 
so  that  the  suspicions  regarding  the 
guide  were  proved  to  be  groundless. 
He  was  buned  in  the  church  of  Grin- 
delwald. 

In  following  the  path  to  the  chftlet 
we  arrive  at  a  singular  depression  in 
the  rocks,  called  Martmsdmck,  pointed 
out  to  the  traveller,  and  opposite  to  it, 
in  the  crest  of  the  Eigher,  a  small  hole, 
called  Martinslochy  through  which  the 
sun*s  rays  shine  twice  a-vear.  Once 
on  a  time,  according  to  the  tradition, 
the  basin  now  occupied  by  the  Eis- 
meer  was  filled  with  a  lake,  but  the 
space  between  the  Mettenberg  and 
the  Eigher  being  much  narrower  than 
at  present,  the  outlet  from  it  was  con- 
stantly blocked  up,  and  inimdations 
produced,  which  ruined  the  fields  of 
the  peasants  in  the  valley  below.  At 
length  St.  Martin,  a  holy  giant,  came 
to  their  rescue;  he  seated  nimself  on 
the  Mettenberg,  resting  his  staff  on 
the  Eigher,  and  then,  with  one  lusty 
heave  of  his  brawny  back,  not  only 
burst  open  the  present  wide  passage 
between  the  two  mountains,  out  left 
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the  marks  of  his  aeat  on  the  one,  and 
drove  his  walking-stick  right  through 
the  other. 

A  yery  fine  avalanche  is  occa- 
sionally seen  from  this  path  to  fall 
from  the  precipices  on  the  other  side 
of  the  glacier.  In  about  2  hrs'.  walk 
from  Grindelwald  the  path  reaches  the 
place  where  it  becomes  necessary  to 
take  to  the  level  ice,  and  the  ladder 
is  descended.  The  path  thus  far  is 
the  beginning  of  the  Strahleck  pass 
(Rte.  27  ▲).  The  tourist  may  now 
take  a  promenade  on  the  ice  to  the 
ch&lets  of  Stiereck,  or  making  a  par- 
tial circuit  round  the  Mettenberg, 
climb  it  as  high  as  he  has  a  mind.  At 
every  step  the  grandeur  of  the  ice- 
field in  front  of  him  increases. 

At  the  foot  of  the  lower  Glacier  i 
hr.  from  the  Inn,  is  a  grotto  hewn  in 
the  ice,  the  beauty  of  the  blue  light 
transmitted  through  its  walls  repays 
the  50  cents  the  maker  of  it  exacts 
from  visitors.  The  foot  of  the  gla- 
cier is  otherwise  as  dirty  and  unat- 
tractive as  the  feet  of  glaciers  usually 
are. 

An  extensive  quarry  of  ice  for  the 
markets  of  Paris  and  elsewhere  has 
been  established  here,  and  is  in  full 
operation  after  the  busy  season  of 
the  year.  Hundreds  of  workmen  hew 
squared  blocks^  which  are  wheeled  to 
a  cottase  on  the  west  end  of  Grindel- 
wald, thence  it  is  carted  to  Neuhaus, 
shipped  to  Thun,  and  taken  direct  to 
its  destination  by  rail. 

[The  glacier  passes  from  Grindel- 
wald to  the  ^ggischhom  are  five 
in  number,  and  occupy  respectively 
from  16  to  22  hrs.  actual  walking. 
Those  between  the  Monch  and  the 
Yiescher  Homer,  and  between  the 
Monch  and  the  Jungfrau,  are  the 
shortest.  The  former  is  the  easier, 
the  latter  is  said  to  be  the  noblest  of 
aD.] 

The  Upper  Glacier  may  be  visited 
in  ^ing  over  the  Scheideck.  The  ice 
of  Its  lower  portion  has  an  unusually 
clean  and  pure  surface. 


Ascent  of  ihe  Faulhom. 

The  Faulhom  is  a  mountain  8674 
ft  above  the  sea-level,  situated  be- 
tween the  valley  of  Grindelwald  and 
the  lake  of  Bnenz,  and  commanding, 
from  its  summit,  an  excellent  near 
view  over  the  neighbouring  chain  of 
Bernese  Alps.  On  this  account  it  is 
ascended  in  the  summer-time,  like 
the  Rigi,  by  travellers.  It  may  bo 
reached  from  Grindelwald,  or  frx>m 
the  summit  of  the  great  Scheideck 
pass,  and  from  the  Schynige  Platte; 
or  from  the  Giesbach,  on  the  lake  of 
Brienz — a  nasty  and  dangerooa  path, 
not  to  be  attempted  without  a  guide— 
about  14  m.—by  foot. 

Ladies  who  do  not  ride  may  be 
carried  from  Grindelwald  in  "  chaises 
k  porteurs,"  with  4  bearers  to  each 
chair,  at  6  frs.  each ;  or  if  the  party 
sleep  on  the  Faulhorn,  9  frs.  A 
guidCf  to  the  ton  is  well  paid  with 
6  frs.,  or  9  if  tney  remain  all  night : 
a  horse  15  frs.  up  and  down;  but 
30  fr.  (an  extravagant  price)  is  charged 
for  horses  from  &terfaken.  The  fru* 
on  the  summit  is  closed  in  October. 
It  has  24  beds  and  a  fair  larder,  but  the 
charges  are  extravagant !  In  the  hei^t 
of  summer  you  must  secure  beds  be- 
forehand, or  be  early  on  the  top.  The 
path  from  Grindelwald  leads  over  th(' 
Bach  Alp,  by  the  side  of  a  small  lake, 
1000  ft.  below  the  summit,  3^  hrs. 
from  Grindelwald.  The  view  of  th*' 
Bernese  Alps  from  the  top  forms 
the  chief  feature  of  the  panorama, 
which  in  this  respect,  and  fh>m  tht* 
proximity  of  the  Faulhom  to  those 
snowy  giants,  far  surpasses  the  pro- 
spect from  the  BigL  On  the  othvr 
hand,  though  the  lakes  of  Thun  and 
Brienz  are  both  visible,  only  a  small 
strip  of  each  appears,  which  is  but  a 
poor  equivalent  for  the  wide  expans>. 
of  blue  water  which  bathes  the  foot 
of  the  RigL 

A  circuitous  but  tolerably  easy  path 
leads  in  2  hrs.  from  the  Faulhom  to  the 
Inn  at  the  summit  of  the  Scheideck. 

Those  who  cannot  reach  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Faulhorn  will  be  well  re- 
paid for  mounting  its  slope  for  an 
h6ur  or  two  on  the^road,  in  order  v^ 
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get  the  fine  view  of  the  S.  side  of  the 
Grindelwald  valley,  which  cannot  be 
seen  from  Grindelwald  itself  or  from 
the  bottom  of  the  valley. 

[A  far  superior  expedition  for 
moderate  mountaineers,  and  not  much 
longer,  is  to  the  top  of  the  Schwartz- 
horn,  from  Bosemaui,  or  from  die 
Great  Scheideck.  Take  a  rope.  The 
view  extends  much  more  widely  to  the 
E.  The  mountain  is  some  1000  ft. 
higher,  and  is  more  isolated  than  the 
Faulhom.] 


D.  GrindelioM  to  Rekhenhach  or  Metf^ 
ringen,  hy  the  Great  Scheideck, 

Honn. 
Grindelwald. 

Scbeideck 3 

Koeeolani 2 

Reichenbach 2i 

U 

About  20  Eng.  m. ;  6  hrs.  fast 
walking.  On  horseback,  for  ladies, 
it  is  a  ride  of  at  least  9  hours,  in* 
eluding  halts.    No  guide  is  required. 

[An  hour's  walk  up  the  valley  from 
Grmdelwald,  and  a  slight  detour  to 
the  rt.  of  the  direct  path  to  Meyringen, 
leads  to  the  Upper  Glacier.  {See  above.) 

The  first  hour  from  Grindelwald  is 
through  the  meadows  in  the  valley; 
afterwards  the  ascent  is  easy,  and 
during  the  whole  of  it  the  Wetterhom 
(Peak  of  Tempests)  overhangs  the 
path,  an  object  of  stupendous  8ub> 
timity.  It  rises  in  one  vast  preci- 
pice of  alpine  limestone,  apparently 
close  above  the  traveler's  heao, 
though  its  base  is  more  than  a  mile 
off.  Avalanches  descend  from  it  in 
the  spring  and  summer  through  four 
different  channels,  sometimes,  thoueh 
very  rarely,  extending  to  the  paui, 
and  travellers  have  been  exposed  to 
danger  fh>m  them.  Mr.  Wilis,  in  his 
*  Wanderings  among  the  High  Alps,' 
has  given  an  interesting  account  of 
his  ascent  of  the  outermost,  or  most 
northerly,  of  the  three  pcMtks  of  the 
Wetterhom,  that  whose  sharp  sum- 
mit is  seen  in  passing  the  Great 
Scheideck. 

Upon  the  slope  in  front  of  the 
Wetterhom  a  man  usually  stations 


himself  to  blow  the  alpine  horn, 
a  rude  tube  of  wood,  6  or  8  ft,  long. 
A  few  seconds  after  the  horn  has 
ceased,  the  simple  notes  of  the  instru- 
ment are  caught  up  and  repeated  by 
the  echoes  of  the  vast  cuff  of  the 
Wetterhom,  and  return  to  the  ear 
refined  and  softened,  yet  perfectly 
distinct,  as  it  were  an  aerial  concert 
warbling  among  the  craes. 

The  view  down  the  viJley  of  Grin- 
delwald, from  the  Scheideck,  ia  very 
striking :  its  ereen  pastures  contrast 
agreeably  with  the  Dare  wall  of  the 
Wetterhom.  Beyond  it,  on  the  L, 
rises  the  sharp  crest  of  the  Eigher, 
resembling  the  up-turned  edge  of  a 
hatchet  On  the  Scheideck  (64^  ft 
above  the  sea-level)  stands  an  Inn, 
Steinbeck,  with  rough  sleeping^  and 
indifferent  accommodation. 

The  prospect  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, into  the  vale  of  the  Beichenbach 
or  of  Bosenlaui,  is  not  so  remarkable. 
Two  small  glaciers  are  seen  sus- 
pended on  shelfs  of  the  precipitous 
range  connecting  the  Wetterhom  and 
Wellhom;  furtner  on,  between  the 
Wellhom  and  Engel-homer  (angcis 
peaks),  the  Glacier  of  BosefUaui  \v» 
embedded.  By  a  detour  to  the  rt.  a 
curious  glacier,  the  Lower  Glacier  of 
Schwarzwald,  may  be  visited.  It  is 
composed  altoc^etherof  snow  and  frag- 
ments of  ice  uiat  fall  from  the  upper 
part  of  the  Wetterhom  into  the  vuley 
which  separates  this  part  of  the  track, 
over  the  Scheideck,  from  the  mountain. 
1^  hr.  in  descending  from  the  Stoin- 
bock  inn,  partly  tmrough  a  wood  of 
firs,  brings  the  traveller  to  the 

Baths  of  JioserUaui,  a  clean  /nn^  re- 
built on  a  larger  scale,  Bar,  2  hrs.  from 
the  summit,  very  prettily  sitoated,  near 
a  source  of  mmeral  water,  resem- 
bling closely  that  of  Harrogate,  -which 
supplies  baths.  Wood  carving  is  verr 
w^i  executed  here.  A  few  yards  b^ 
hind  it  the  Beichenbach  torrent  issues 
out  of  a  cleft  in  the  rock.  About  t^> 
min.  from  the  baths  is  the  Glacirr  of 
Hosenlaui,  which  is  smaller  than  thos4> 
of  Grindelwald,  but  is  celebrated  abb^  v 
all  others  in  Switzerland  for  the  un- 
tarnished purity  of  its  white  snHmcv, 
and  the  clear  transparent  azure  of  its 
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icebergs.  This  peculiarity  arises 
doubtless  from  its  naying  no  mediid 
monuBe  (see  §  16).  The  advanoe  and 
retreat  of  the  glacier  may  be  very 
well  observed  here,  as  its  bed  is  a  flat 
rock,  and  this  glacier  is  well  worth  a 
Tisit.  A  steep  path  on  the  L  of  the 
glacier  leads  m  about  ^  an  hour  to 
Uie  soimnit  of  a  cliff  which  projects 
midway  into  the  icy  sea,  and  benos  its 
course  considerably.  It  forms  a  good 
point  of  view. ,  The  torrent  issuing 
from  this  glacier  has  worn  a  deep 
chasm  in  the  mountain  side,  in  which, 
from  the  frail  bridge  thrown  across  it, 
the  waters  may  be  seen  boiling  some 
200  ft.  below. 

The  path  to  Mejnrineen  runs  by  the 
side  or  this  stream,  m'st  crossing  a 
charming  little  CTeen  plain,  carpeted 
with  soft  tur^  like  that  of  an  English 
lawn,  and  dotted  with  chftlets.  The 
view  up  the  ralley  from  this  point  de- 
serves particular  notice :  it  is  a  fa- 
vourite subject  for  the  pencil  of  the 
artist.  The  Wetterhom,  the  Well- 
horn,,  and  the  craggy  peaks  called  En- 
gei-hdmer,  form  a  mountam  group 
unrivalled  for  picturesqueness. 

Below  this  the  valley  contracts;  nu- 
merous waterfalls  are  seen  dangling 
from  its  sides  :  one  of  them,  from  its 
height  and  tenuity,  is  called  the  Bope- 
fall  (Seilbach)  ;  and  now  a  bird's-eye 
A-iew  opens  out  into  the  vale  of  ffaslij 
or  Meyringen,  which,  in  comparison 
with  the  narrow  glens  of  Grindelwald 
andLauterbrunnen,  deserves  the  name 
of  a  plain,  though  bounded  by  moun- 
tains  high  and  steep. 

The  latter  part  of  the  descent  lead- 
ing into  it  is  steep  and  rugged,  and 
is  paved  with  smooth  and  slippery 
blocks  of  stone.  On  this  account 
traYellers  are  usually  invited  to  dis- 
mount, and  descend  on  foot.  The 
stream  of  the  Reichenbach  performs 
this  descent  of  nearly  2000  ft.  in  a 
saccesaion  of  leaps,  the  longest  of 
which  are  the  celebrated  Falls  of  the 
Reichenbach,  The  upper  fall  is  si- 
tuated at  a  short  distance  to  the  1. 
of  the  road,  near  the  Tillage  called 
ZwiHhL  A  small  fee  is  exacted  for 
the  iSberty  to  cross  the  meadow  be- 
tween it  and  the    road,  and  a  hut 


called  Belvedere  is  built  beside  it 
But  it  is  best  seen  from  a  rocky  head- 
land shooting  out  in  front  of  the  bare 
amphitheatre  of  clifb  over  which  the 
cataract  dashes,  and  just  above  the 
struggling  torrent,  l\iirrying  down- 
wards after  its  fklL  A  little  lower  is 
another  but  inferior  ffdl ;  and  by  a 
third,  still  lower,  the  stream  gains  the 
level  of  the  valley,  and  hastens  to 
join  its  waters  to  the  Aar.  The  lowest 
fall  is  very  near  to  the 

Beichenbach  Hotels  2^  hrs.  from  Bo- 
senlaui,  is,  when  not  overcrowded, 
a  comfortable  house,  making  up  40 
beds,  at  the  foot  of  the  mountain — 
hot  and  cold  baths.  Table-dliote 
3  frs.,  bed  2  frs.,  breakfast  2  frs. 
H.  des  Alpes,  also  very  comfortable. 
In  fact,  since  the  Beichenbaoh  Hotel 
has  been  built  and  furnishes  horses 
and  chars,  there  is  no  necessity  for 
going  to  Meyringen  either  on  this 
route  or  on  the  Grimsel  route.  These 
hotels  are  distant  about  |  m.,  by  a  road 
and  bridge  over  the  Aar,  from  the 
village  of 

Meyringen  —  (Inns:  Sauvage,  best; 
ask  for  the  fish  called  «'Lotte;"— 
Couronne) — on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Aar, 
the  chief  place  in  the  vale  of  Hasli, 
an  excellent  specimen  of  a  Swiss  vil- 
lage (2516  Ptot.  Inhab.).  The  pic- 
turesqueness of  its  situation,  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Aar,  in  the  midst  of  a 
truly  Ali|ine  valley,  is  much  praised. 
Its  precipitous  and  wooded  sides, 
streaked  with  white  cascades  almost 
without  number,  and  here  and  there 
overtopped  by  some  snow-white  peak, 
are  beautiful  fieatures.  A  StoM  Dyke 
1000  ft.  long  protects  it  from  tiie 
inundations  of  the  torrent  Alpbach, 
which,  subject  to  sudden  rises,  and 
cutting  through  loose  shaly  strata  of 
lias  marl,  has  more  than  once  threat- 
ened to  bury  Meyringen  in  a  torrent 
of  mud  and  water.  A  line  on  the 
wall  of  the  ch.,  20  ft  from  the  ground, 
shows  the  height  attained  by  we  mud 
and  gravel  in  1762. 

There  are  2  Protestant  churches 
here.  Either  in  one  of  these,  or  at  the 
Sauvage  Hotel,  English  Ch,  service  is 
performed  on  Sundays  in  summer. 

Travellers  should  visit  the  Pall  of 
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the  Alpbach  about  9  in  the  mormng, 
on  acoount  of  the  triple  bow,  or  iris, 
formed  in  its  spraj  when  the  snn 
shines  on  it  The  inner  iris  forms 
nearly  a  complete  circlei  and  the  outer 
ones  are  more  or  less  circular  as  the 
water  in  the  falls  is  abundant  or  not. 
The  spot  whence  it  is  risible  is  within 
the  spray  from  the  cataract,  so  that 
those  who  would  ei^oy  it  must  pre- 
pare for  a  wetting. 

On  a  rock  above  the  village  rise 
the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  Resti:  it 
belonged  to  an  ancient  and  noble 
family,  to  whom  the  praise  is  riven  of 
never  tYranniwng  over  their  liumble 
dependants.      ^ 

The  men  of  Hcali  are  celebrated 
for  their  athletic  forms  and  strength. 
They  hold  Schmngfeste,  or  wrestfing 
matches,  every  year,  in  Jul^r,  Au^s^ 
and  September,  with  their  neigh- 
bours of  Unterwalden  and  Ghrm- 
delwald.  Hie  women,  again,  enjoy 
the  reputation  of  being  prettier,  or 
rather  less  plain,  than  ttiose  of  most 
other  Swiss  valleys.  Their  holiday 
costume  is  peculiar  and  not  m^racefcu, 
consisting  of  a  bodice  of  black  velvet 
reaching  up  to  the  throat,  starched 
sleeves,  a  yellow  petticoat,  and  a  round 
black  hat,  not  unlike  a  soup-plate,  and 
about  the  same  size,  stuck  on  one  side 
of  the  head,  and  allowing  the  hair  to 
fall  in  long  tresses  down  the  back. 

Good  Guides  here. 

At  Meyringen  converge  the  carr.- 
roads— a,  from  Brienz;  6,  from  Lu- 
cerne by  the  Briinig  (Bte.  19);  and 
the  Bndlc'paths — c,  from  the  Grimsel 
(Bte.  26);  the  Falls  of  Handeck  are 
5i  hrs.  walk  on  the  way  thither; 
dj  the  Joch  Pass  to  Enee&erg  (Rte. 
32)  ;  tf,  the  Susten  to  Wasen  on  the 
St.  Gotthard;  and  the  Gt.  Scheideck 
to  Botenlaui  and  Grindelwald. 


E.  MetfringetK  to  Interlaken,  by  Brtent 
and  the  Giessbach  Falh^Sothhom, 

H  hr.  drive  or  9  £ng.  m.  to  Brienz; 
char  7  fr.;  dSigence  twice  daily. 
Thence  to  Interlaken  by  water,  10  m. 

There  is  an  excellent  carriage-road 
down  the  raDey,   passing  numerous 


cascades  leaping  down  the  wall  of  rock. 
After  proceeding  for  about  4  m.  along 
the  L  Dank  of  the  Aar,  it  crosses  the 
river  by  a  wooden  bridge,  near  Brienz- 
wyler  (5J  m.),  where  the  branch  of 
theBriimg  road  leading  to  Brienz  (Rte. 
1 9)  descends  into  the  valley.    The  Aar 
pursues  its  course  through  monotonous 
marsh  and  flat  meadow  land;  but  near 
its  influx  into  the  Lake  of  Brienz,  the 
form  of  the  mountains  on  its  L  bank, 
above  which  towers  the  Faulhom,  is 
grand.     In   skirting  the  margin  of 
the  lake,  the  road  crosses  heaps  of 
debris,  covering  acres  of  land  once 
fertile.    A  torrent  of  mud,  in  1797, 
destroyed  a  considerable  part  of  two 
villac^s  near  Kienholz ;  and  a  land- 
slip from  the  Brienzergrat,  the  moun- 
tain immediately  behind  Brienz,  over- 
whelmed, in  November,!  824,40  acres  of 
land,  and  swept  6  persons  into  the  lake* 
Brienz — Inns :  L'Ours,  good  ;  near 
the  landing-place ;  Weisses    Kreutz 
(Croix  Blanche),  clean,  at  Tracht  (both 
rather  dear).  Ijiere  is  also  an  hotel  at 
Kienholz,  the  Bellevue,  about  a  mile 
from    Brienz,    towards    Meyringen. 
Carriages  may  be  hired  at  Brienz, 
over  tne  BrClnig  Pass  to  Lim£em : 
also  to  Meyringen  or  Beichenoach. 
Brienz  is  a  vil&ge  of  2284  Inhab., 
at  the  E.  end  of  the  lake,  on  a  narrow 
ledge  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains, 
remarkable  only  for  its  beautiful  situ- 
ation, and  its  vicinity  to  the  Giessbach 
EalL   Ask  for  the  Lottc,  a  fish  of  the 
lake  (Gadus  mustela).  This  is  a  good 
place  for  buying  carved  wood-ware. 

[From  Brienz  the    traveller   may 
ascend     the   Bothhom,    the    highest 
point  of  the  chain  running  behind 
(K.  of)  Brienz,  which  commands  a 
view  nearly  as  fine  as  the  FauIKom. 
Its  top    may   be  reached  in   about 
4  hours  by  a  stout  walker,  in  5  by 
a  horse,  and  in  6  by  a  chaise  Ik  por- 
teurs.    The  upward  patli  lies  at  first 
through  a  region  of  fine  forest-trees, 
chiefly  beech,   but   including    many 
oaks :   to  these  succeed  larch,    and 
above  them  one-third  of  steep  aseent 
over  a  bare  and  barren  track.    On  the 
ascent,  fine  views  are  obtained  tliroogh 
vistas  in  the  forest  of  the  Lake  of 
Brienz.  Kear  the  top  a  Mlei  waa  built. 
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bat  it  was  destroyed  by  fire  in  1846, 
and  is  not  rebuilt,  llie  summit  is 
higher  than  the  Ri^i,  and  not  so  high 
as  the  Fanlhom.  It  takes  2  or  3  hrs. 
to  descend.  The  chief  features  of 
the  Tiew  are — S.  the  range  of  Ber- 
nese  Alps,  with  a  foreground  of 
the  lake  of  Brienz  close  under  the 
mountain,  and  a  peep  of  the  lake  of 
Thun  in  the  eap  Aove  Interlaken. 
Besides  this,  the  Tale  of  Meyringen, 
from  the  lake  of  Brienz  np  nearly  to 
the  Grimsel,  the  range  of  the  Titlis  and 
Sustenhom,  the  lake  of  Samen,  with 
a  small  lake  that  may  be  seen  in 
the  forecToimd,  a  considerable  part 
of  the  lake  of  Lucerne,  the  Rigi 
rising  from  it,  and  a  bit  of  the  lake 
of  Zug,  are  visible.  Pilate  makes  a 
prominent  figure.  The  lake  of  Con- 
stance also  appears,  and  a  long  strip 
of  the  lake  of  Neuch&teL  The  view 
of  the  high  Alps  from  the  Bothhom 
is  not  so  fine  as  that  from  the  Faul- 
hom,  but  that  of  the  lower  country 
is  finer.  A  path  from  the  summit  to 
Lungem  (Bte.  19).] 


Lcdie  of  Brienz, — Oies^xtch  Falls. 

A  smaB  Steamer  3  times  daily,  in  1 
hr.,  between  Brienz  and  Interlaken, 
touching  at  the  Giessbach  every  trip. 
Pares,  2  fr.  and  1  fr.  If  the  traveller 
misses  the  steamer,  or  prefers  a  row- 
boat,  it  taJces  about  3  hrs.,  including  a 
digression  to  Giessbach.  Boat  10  fr., 
2  te.  bonnemain. 

The  lake  of  Brienz  is  about  8  m. 
long ;  its  surface  is  1781  ft  above  the 
sea  ler^ ;  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Oiessbach,  500  ft.  deep,  but  in  the 
deepest  part  2100  ft.  ?  Its  surface  is 
about  30  ft  higher  than  the  lake  of 
Xhun. 

There  is  a  carriaee-road  along 
tile  N.  shore  of  the  lake,  between 
Iziterlaken  and  Brienz.  B^  this  and 
tlae  new  road  of  the  Briinig  the  en- 
tire distance  from  Interlaken  to  the 
X^Ake  of  Lnceme  is  open  for  carri- 
SLf^dg.  There  is  also  a  pretty  foot- 
path along  the  S.  side  of  the  lake  by 
-tloe  Giessbach. 

The  stecaner  touches  at  the  Giess- 


bach every  trip  to  and  fro ;  but  stops 
only  to  take  in  and  let  out  passen- 
gers. It  takes  25  minutes  to  row 
from  Bnenz  to  the  landing-place, 
close  to  the  outlet  of  the  Giesabadi, 
where  travellers  begin  to  ascend  the 
very  steep  though  excellent  road, 
that  leads  in  20  min.  to  the  Falls, 
The^  are  a  succession  of  cascades, 
leaping  step  by  step  from  the  top  of 
the  mountain ;  and,  though  inferior 
in  height  to  the  Beichenbach,  surpass 
it  in  beauty,  and  in  the  adjuncts  of  a 
rich  forest  of  fir,  through  the  midst 
of  which  they  break  their  way.  The 
Giessbach  is  one  of  the  prettiest  of 
waterfalls :  there  is  nothing  wild 
about  it,  and  the  immediate  contact 
of  green  turfy  knolls  and  dark  woods 
has  the  efiect  of  a  park  scene.  Tou 
can  easily  pass  behmd  the  third  fall 
by  means  of  a  gallery  constructed 
beneath  the  shelving  rock,  from  which 
it  casts  itself  down ;  and  the  effect  of 
the  landscape  seen  athwart  this  cur- 
tain of  water  is  singular.  The  excel- 
lent Giessbach  Hotels  100  beds,  belong- 
ing to  a  joint-stock  company,  close  to 
the  Falls,  affords  by  far  the  best 
quarters  in  the  Bernese  Oberland. 
Paths  have  been  cut  through  the 
woods  to  the  best  points  of  view;  and 
the  Falls  are  liehted  up  with  Bengal 
lights  everynight  from  June  to  Sep- 
tember. The  effect  is  very  beau- 
tiful, it  is  like  a  fairy  scene  at  an 
opera;  1  fr.  per  head  is  charged  in  the 
Hotel  bills,  on  account  of  it.  Good 
specimens  of  the  Swiss  manufacture 
of  carved  wood  may  be  purchased  at 
the  Giessbach,  of  the  kehrlis,  de- 
scendants of  the  schoolmaster  who 
first  opened  out  the  Giessbach  to  the 
world. 

[There  is  a  footpath  from  Giess- 
bach Hotel  to  Bnenzwyler  on  the 
road  to  Lucerne,  by  the  Brttnig,  and 
to  Meyringen.] 
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ROUTE  26. 

PASSES  OF  THE  GRIMSEL  AND  FURCA — 
MEYBINGEN  OB  REICHENBACH  TO  THE 
RHONE  OLACIER  AND  HOSPENTHAL. 


HOUXB. 


MeyriDgen  or  Beichenbacb. 

Guttanen 

Handek ',     . 

Grimsel  H(Mpioe  .... 
Rhone  Qlacier  Inn.     .     .     . 


3k 

u 

2i 

3i 


A' good  char-road  has  been  carried 
past  Keichenbach  Baths  over  the  Kir- 
chet  to  Imhof,  beyond  which  is  a 
much'firequented  bridle-path. 

This  is  an  important  line  of  com- 
munication to  the  tourist.  It  is 
striking  in  itself,  for  it  passes  the 
ffdls  of  Handek,  and  the  glacier  of 
the  Rhone.  Many  and  most  interest- 
inerexcursions  also  diverge  from  it. 

To  those  coming  from  Brienz  or 
down  the  Scheideck  (Rte.  25  d),  Rei- 
chenbachis  the  best  starting^  point,  and 
it  is  unnecessary  to  go  to  Meyringen. 
But  those  coming  across  the  Brtinig 
or  from  Meyringen  cross  the  Aar  by 
a  wooden  bridge,  and  in  about  20  min. 
fall  into  the  Reichenbach  road. 

The  vale  of  Hasli  now  contracts,  and 
in  about  2  m.  is  crossed  by  a  mound 
or  hill  near  800  ft  high,  called  the 
Kirchet,  which  appears  at  one  time 
to.  have  dammed  up  the  waters  of  the 
Aar.  At  present  they  force  their 
way  through  a  singularly  narrow 
rent,  which  cleaves  the  eminence 
from  top  to  bottom,  called  the  Fiiister 
Aar  SchlitcH,  which  extends  by  a  pre- 
cipitous but  quite  practicable  descent, 
from  the  summit  of  the  Earchet  to 
the  Aar.  It  is  a  fissure  in  the  lime- 
stone rock;  and,  from  the  great  size 
of  the  opening,  it  would  seem  that  a 
stream  as  large  as  the  Aar  must 
have  passed  t^ou^h  it.  It  may  be 
seen  without  occasioning  the  traveller 
more  than  an  hour's  c^lay.  There 
is  a.  sign-post  1.  of  the  road  to  direct 
him  tb  the  **  Finstem  Aar  Schlucht" 
The  beautifdl  scenery  at  the  upper 
mouth  of  the  cavern,  and  the  savage 


grandeur  of  the  perpendicular  rocks, 
as  the  path  emerges  upon  the  mar- 
gin of  the  Aar,  will  amply  com- 
pensate the  labour  of  the  descent 
On  the  ELirchet  are  erratic  blocks 
of  granite  on  the  limestone.  (See 
§  16).  The  path,  leaving  for  a 
short  time  the  river  on  the  1.  and 
the  char-road  on  the  rL,  mounts  the 
steep  eminence  of  the  Kirchet  in 
zigzags,  and  then  descends  into  the 
retir^  green  valley  of  Upper  Hasli, 
which  IS  in  the  form  of  a  basin, 
surrounded  by  hills,  and  was  once 
probably  a  lake.  [Two  valleys  opeu 
out  into  it;  on  the  S.  that  of  Urbach, 
on  the  £.  that  of  Gadmen,  up  which 
runs  the  path  leading  by  the  pass  of 
the  Susten  (Rte.  32)  to  Wasen.  By 
taking  the  path  to  the  rt.  on  descend- 
ing from  the  Kirchet,  a  detour  maj 
be  made  into  the  Urbach  Thai,  the 
scenery  of  which  is  wild  and  striking. 
An  ill-traced  path  along  the  W.  slope 
of  the  valley  of  the  Aar  leads  from 
the  opening  of  the  Urbach  Thai  to 
Guttanen.!  '  On  the  L  lies  the  village 
Im-GrundC  fti^d,  crossing  the  Aar, 
another  village,  called  Im^Hbf,  situated 
between  it  and  the  Gadmen  river,  b 
passed ; — all  in  the  little  plain.  The 
char-road  here  ceases.  From  Im-Ilof 
(^Inn,  good  wine)  a  path  branches  off 
to  Engelberg  over  the  Joch  pas> 
(Rte.  33).  Another  ravino  is  suc- 
ceeded by  a  second  enlargement  of 
the  valley  called  Im-Boden.  Higher 
up  is  the  small  and  lonely  villa^  of 

Outtanen — /nn.  Bar.  Travellers  tun 
aside  1.  to  view  the  Falls  from  belo«. 
about  i  m.  short  of 

Handek  {Inn,  clean  and  eood),  usuall} 
selected  for  a  midday  hiut  to  rest  the 
mules.  It  is  best  to  sleep  here  if  it  he 
late,  and  there  be  a  chance  of  the  Uc^ 
pice  being  crowded.  It  stands  close  tt> 
the  Fails  of  the  Aar,  perhaps  the  finest 
cataract  in  Switzerlano,  from  its 
height  (more  than  200  ft),  the  quan- 
tity and  rush  of  water,  the  gloom  o( 
the  gorge  into  which  it  precipitate 
itself  and  the  wild  character  of  tht.* 
rocky  solitude  around  it  It  is  also 
remarkably  easy  of  access,  so  that  the 
traveller  may  form  a  full  estimate  of 
its  grandeur;  surveying  it  first  from 
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below,  throu|^h  the  vista  of  black 
rocks  into  which  it  jounces,  and  after- 
wards firom  above,  stretching  his  neck 
over  the  brow  of  the  precipice  from 
which  the  river  takes  its  leap,  and 
watchine  it  (if  his  nerves  be  steady) 
till  it  is  loet  in  the  spray  of  the  dark 
abyss  below. 

The  view  from  this  point,  not  more 
than  5  or  6  ft.  above  the  fall  which 
few  will  hesitate  to  call  the  best,  is 
exceedingly  impressive  and  stimulat- 
ing. So  ptentinil  is  the  rush  of  water 
that  it  reaches  more  than  halfway 
do^ni  in  one  unbroken  glassy  sheet 
beforo  it  is  tossed  into  white  foam; 
and,  what  adds  to  its  beauty,  is,  that 
another  stream  (the  £rlenbach  or 
Handek),  pouring  in  from  the  right 
at  this  very  spot,  takes  precisely  the 
same  leap,  mingline  its  tributary  wa- 
ters midway  with  the  more  powerful 
colnnm  of  the  Aar.  Between  10 
o'clock  and  1  the  iris  may  be  seen 
hovering  over  the  fiill. 

The    dark    forest  of  fir   through 
which  the  route  has  wound  for  a  con- 
siderable distance,  now  dwindles  away 
into  a  few  dwarf  bushes,  and  disap- 
pears entirely  a  little  above  Handek. 
To  them  succeed  the  scanty  vegeta- 
tion of  rank  grass,  rhododendron,  and 
lichen;  and  even  this  partial  covering 
di*iappears  prematurely,  in  someplaces 
being  abraaed  and  peeled  o£  There  is 
a  spot  abont  2  m.  above  Handek,  called 
I>ds«  Seite^  or  Hellmlatte^  where  the 
path  crosses  the  bed  of  an  ancient  gla- 
cier which,  in  former  times  extenmng 
thus  &r  down  the  valley,  has  ground 
smooth  and  polished,  by  its  weight  and 
friction,  the  surface  of  the  sloping 
and  (ronvex  granite  rock,  leaving,  nere 
and  there  upon  the  surfcice,  horizontal 
grooTes  or  furrows,  which   may  be 
compared  to  the  scratches  made  by 
a  diajnond  upon  glass.    This  polished 
rock  (roche  montonn^)  extends  for  a 
space  of  nearly  \  m.  Professor  Agas- 
sis has  here  lef^  his  autograph  in  the 
granite.    It  used  to  be  customary  and 
prudent  to  dismount  here,  and  cross 
this  bad  bit  of  road  on  foot,  since  the 
mrfece  of  the  rock,  though  chiselled 
into  grooTes,  to  secure  afooting  for  the 
horses*  was  very  slippery;  but  a  secure 


path,  and  a  stout  post  and  rail  on  the 
side  of  the  abyss,  is  now  carried  over 
the  slippery  rocki  The  valley  of  the 
Aar,  up  which  the  narrow  path  is  car- 
ried, looks  stem  and  forbiading  from 
its  sterility,  and  the  threatening  cliffs 
of  granite  which  overhang  it.  The 
Aar  is  crossed  several  times  by  diszy 
bridges  of  a  single  arch,  formed  of 
granite  slabs  without  a  parapet. 

There  is  but  one  human  habitation 
between  Handek  and  the  Hospice,  the 
miserable  chalet  of  theRaterichsboden, 
where  the  ravine  expands  once  more 
into  a  basin-shaped  hollow,  probably 
once  a  lake  bed,  with  a  marshy  bot- 
tom, affording  scanty  herbage^  for  a 
few  goats,  with  a  dismal  valley  leading 
to  uie  mountain  Nagelis  Grattli  on 
the  left  A  little  above  this  the  patli 
quits  the  Aar,  which  rises  in  the 
Aar-glacier,  about  2  miles  higher  up 
on  the  rL,  and  ascending  a  glen, 
strewed  with  shattered  roclu,  reaches 

The  Hospice  of  the  Grimsel  (a  large 
mountain  Inn)  was  originally  a  con- 
ventual establishment,  and  after  the 
Reformation  was  supported  by  the 
neighbouring  communes,  in  oraer  to 
shelter  those  who  travel  fh>m  necessity, 
and  to  afford  a  gratuitous  aid  to  the 
poor.  It  is  now  cuiily  occupied  during 
the  summer  months  by  travellers  for 
pleasure,  sometimes  to  the  number 
of  200  at  once,  who  sit  down  at 
a  table-dHidte  usually  about  7  o'clock 
in  the  evening:  tne  charges  are 
not  high.  *  It  is  often  >  so  full  in 
summer  that  those  who  arrive  late 
are  liable  to  fare  ill,  and  it  is  often 
impossible  to  secure  single 'bedded 
rooms.  It  is  a  massy  building  of 
rough  masonry,  designed  to  resist  a 
weight  of  snow,  and  with  few  windows 
to  fl^mit  the  cold.  It  contains  50  beds, 
in  cells  divided  by  thin  partitions, 
and  affords  good  fare,  better  far  than 
might  be  expected  in  a  spot  more 
than  6000  ft.  above  the  sea,  ana  removed 
by  many  miles  from  any  other  human 
dwelling.  The  establisnment  includes 
a  man  cook,  a  washerwoman,  and  a 
cobbler,  and  they  have  clothes  to  lend 
to  drenched  travellers  while  their  own 
are  drying.  It  is  occupied  by  the 
innkeeper  who  rents  it  from  March 
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to  November.  One  servant' passes  i 
the  winter  in  the  house,  with  a  suffi- 
cient provision  to  last  out  the  time 
of  his  banishment,  and  two  dogs,  to 
detect  the  approach  of  wanderers,  for 
even  in  the  depth  of  winter  the  hos- 
pice is  resorted  to  bj  traders  firom 
Hasli  and  ^e  Yalais,  who  exchange 
the  cheese  of  the  one  valley  for  the 
wine  and  spirits  of  the  otiier.  Its 
situation  is  as  dreary  as  can  be  con- 
ceived, in  a  rocky  hollow,  about  700 
ft  below  the  summit  of  the  pass,  sur- 
rounded by  barren  slopes  and  steep 
precipices.  The  rocks  around  are 
bare  and  broken,  scarcely  varied  bv 
patches  of  snow,  which  never  melt 
even  in  summer,  and  by  strips  of 
grass  and  green  moss,  which  shoot  up 
between  the  crevices,  and  are  eagerly 
browsed  by  a  flock  of  150  goats.  A 
considerable  supply  of  peat  is  dug 
from  a  bog  withm  a  few  yards  of  the 
door.  In  the  bottom  of  this  naked 
basin,  close  to  the  house,  is  a  black 
tarn,  or  lake.  Although  entirely  co- 
vered with  deep  snow  m  winter,  it  is 
rarely  frozen,  as  it  is  supplied  from  a 
warm  spring.  Beyond  it  lies  a  small 
pasturage,  capable  of  supporting  for  a 
month  or  two  the  cows  oelonging  to 
the  Hospice,  and  the  servants  cross 
the  lake  twice  a-day,  in  a  boat,  to 
milk  them.  It  is  a  landscape  worthy 
of  Spitzbergen  or  Nuova  Zembla. 
This  wilderness  is  the  haunt  of  the 
marmot,  whose  shrill  whistle  fre- 
quently breaks  the  solitude  ;  and  the 
cnamois,  become  rare  of  late,  still 
frequents  the  neighbouring  glaciers ; 
bom  animals  contribute  at  times  to 
replenish  the  larder  of  the  Hospice. 

On  the  22nd  March,  18:^8,  the 
Hospice  was  overwhelmed  and  crushed 
by  an  avalanche,  which  broke  through 
the  roof  and  floor,  and  filled  all  &e 
rooms  but  that  occupied  by  the  ser- 
vant, who  succeeded  with  difficulty  in 
working  his  own  way  through  the 
snow,  ^ong  with  his  dog,  and  reached 
Meyringen  in  safety.  The  evening 
before,  the  man  haa  heard  a  myste- 
rious sound,  known  to  the  peasants 
of  the  Alps  and  believed  by  them  to 
be  the  warning  of  some  disaster  :  it 
appeared  so  like  a  human  voice  that 


the  man  supposed  it  might  be  some 
one  in  distress,  and  went  out  with  his 
dog  to  search,  but  was  stopped  by 
the  snow.  The  next  morning  the 
sound  was  again  heard,  and  then  came 
the  crash  of  the  ftlling  avalanche. 
The  Hospice  has  been  rebuilt  and 
enlarged  since  a  fire  caused,  1852,  by 
an  incendiary  fthe  landlord,  an  old 
man  62  years  or  age,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain a  renewal  of  his  lease,  which  ran 
Qut  1853).  His  crime  was  discovered, 
dwing  to  a  change  of  wind,  before  the 
building  was  destroyed,  and  the  crimi- 
nal trira,  and  sentenced  to  20  years' 
imprisonment. 

**In  August,  1799,  the  Grimsel  be- 
came the  scene  of  one  of  the  most  re- 
markable skirmishes  in  the  campaign. 
The  Austrians  were  encamped  upon 
the  Grimsel  with  the  view  of  pre- 
venting the  French   from  penetrat- 
ing into  the  Valley  of  the  Shone  by 
that  pass.     They  had  possession  of 
the  whole  declivity  from  th«  summit 
of  the  pass  to  the  Hospice,  and  also 
of  the  platform  on  whicn  the  Hospice 
stands.  Their  force  consisted  of  rather 
less  than   1500   men.      The  French 
troops   under    General  Gudin,    con- 
sisting of  about  3600  men,  were  posted 
in  the  Oberhasli  valley  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of   Guttanen.     The  Aus- 
trian  commander,   CSolonel  Strauch, 
naturally  relied  upon  the  streneth  of 
his  position,  which  had  not  onfy  the 
advantage  of  a  great  declivity,  but  of 
the  numerous  narrow  fissures  in  the 
rocks,  which  might  be  defended  by  a 
few  men,  protected  by  the  upright 
masses  of   granite,  agiunst  a  largte 
army.    The  French  General  also  con- 
sidered the  position  to  be  impregnable 
to  an  attack  in  front,  and  was  there- 
fore placed  in  a  situation  of  great 
anxiety  by  receiving  positive  orders 
from  Massena,  who  had  then  the  chief 
command    of  the   French    armv  in 
Switzerland,  to  force  the  pass  of  the 
Grimsel    on    the    14th    of  August. 
Fahner,  the  landlord  of  the  Iim  at 
Guttanen,  then  undertook  for  a  re- 
ward  to  guide  the    French  over    a 
mountain  called  Kageli's  Gratli  to  the 
summit  of  the  Grimsel  at  a  higher 
level  than  the  Austrian  position. 
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"The  next  morning  e&rlv  Gudin 
confided  about  400  men  to  tne  g^d- 
aoce  of  Fahner  ;  and  at  the  same  time 
he  aent  a  small  detachment  over  and 
rocmd  the  Sidelhom,  who  were  also 
to  descend  firom  the  higher  parts  of 
that  mountain  upon  the  Grimsel,  and 
there  meet  the  party  guided  by  Fahner 
over  the  mountain  on  the  opposite 
side.  Gudin  himself  adyanced  widi 
the  main  body  of  his  troops  up  the 
Oberhasli  Taliey  to  the  platform  on 
which  the  Hospice  now  stands,  and 
attacked  the  Austrian  position  in  front 
— ^with  the  characteristic  impetuosity 
of  French  soldiers.  The  Austrian 
oommander  was  convinced  that  the 
attack  could  not  succeed  in  this  direc- 
tion, but  drew  down  the  greater  part 
of  his  force  from  the  smnmit  of  the 
Grimsel  in  order  to  repel  it  with  ef- 
fect, and  some  sharp  fighting  ensued. 
Suddenly  the  Austnans  were  alarmed 
by  firing  on  the  heights  to  their  rear  : 
and  its  continuance,  together  with  the 
appearance  of  French  soldiers  in  that 
diroction,  conyinced  them  that  an  im- 
portant attack  was  commenced  in  a 
quarter  from  which  they  least  ex- 
pected it.  The  appearance  of  the 
enemy  in  their  rear,  with  numbers  as 
unknown  as  the  means  by  which  they 
came  there,  induced  the  Austrians  to 
warer  ;  and  the  impetuous  adyance  of 
Gudin  produced  a  panic  which  ended 
in  a  disorderly  flight  up  the  Grimsel 
in  the  direction  of  Obergesteln,  in  the 
Talley  of  the  Rhone.  On  the  summit 
of  liie  Grimsel,  howeyer,  they  ag^in 
met  with  the  enemy ;  for  by  this  time 
the  troops  despatcned  by  Gudin  over 
the  Sidelhom  had  nearly  reached  their 
destination,  and  had  almost  effected 
their  junction  with  the  party  led  by 
Fahner.  The  number  of  the  killed 
is  supposed  not  to  haye  exceeded  150, 
of  wnich  the  French  composed  not 
more  than  a  fifbh  part.  The  wounded 
Austrians  were  necessarily  left  to 
their  fate,  the  nature  of  the  ground 
rendering  it  impossible  for  such  of 
their  companions  as  escaped  to  re- 
move them,  and  the  French  troops 
passing  directly  over  into  the  valley 
of  theBhone.'* 

The  source  of  the  Aar  lies  in  two  1 


enormous  glaciers,  the  O^and  Unter^ 
Aar-GletscheTy  to  the  W.  of  the  Ho- 
spice. The  IJnter-Aar  glacier  is  the 
TOst  worth  visiting,  and  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  ice  may  be  reached 
in  1^  hr.  from  the  Hospice.  It  is 
remarkable  for  the  evenness  of  the 
surface  of  ice  and  the  rareness  of 
crevasses  on  its  surJEace.  It  is  about 
14  m.  long,  and  from  1  to  2  broad. 
At  about  7  m.  from  its  lower  end  the 

f lacier  divides  into  two  branches, 
'he  rt.  branch  to  the  traveller  ascend- 
inff  the  glacier  is  the  Lauter  Aar 
Ghcier;  the  1.  branch,  the  Fmster  Aar 
Glacier.  The  two  are  separated  by  a 
steep  rocky  promontory  called  Im- 
Ahsdiwung,  which  forms  the  base  of  a 
huge  ridge,  whose  other  extremity 
immediately  above  Grindelwald  is 
called  the  Mettenberg.  The  highest 
summit  of  this  ridge  seen  by  the 
traveller  ascending  the  glacier  is  the 
formidable  peak  of  the  Schreckhom. 
On  the  opposite  or  S.  side  of  the 
Finster  Aar  Glacier  is  the  still  more 
imposing  summit  of  the  Fmster  Aar 
Horn,  the  highest  of  the  Bernese  Alps. 
Owing  to  its  great  dimensions,  and 
the  ease  with  which  it  may  be  tra- 
versed in  most  directions,  the  Unter 
Aar  Glacier  hafs  long  attracted  those 
who  wished  to  study  thoroughly  the  sin- 

Stlar  phenomena  of  glaciers.  In  1827 
ugi  erected  a  rude  hut  on  the  glacier 
near  the  foot  of  the  Abschwung.  In 
1840  the  remains  of  this  hut  were 
found  by  Agassiz  to  have  advanced 
about  4600  ft.  In  the  following  year 
M.  Agassiz  and  a  party  of  scientific 
friends  established  themselves  in  an 
equally  rude  shelter,  on  the  medial 
moraine  of  the  glacier,  which  they 
styled  the  Hotel  des  Neuch&telois. 
Here  they  continued  during  several 
successive  seasons  to  carry  on  obser- 
vations, which  are  recorded  in  the 
works  of  M.  Agassiz.  A  more  secure 
and  convenient  dwelling  was  finally 
provided  by  M.  Dollfuss-Ausset  of 
Mulhouse.  It  is  a  substantial  hut  on 
the  L  bank  of  the  glacier,  called  the 
Pavilion. 

A  Panorama  of  the  Grimsel  and 
the  neighbouring  peaks  and  glaciers 
may  be  seen  mnn  the   top  of  Uie 
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Sidelhorrit  a  mountain  on  the  rt.  of  the 
path  leading  to  Brieg  and  the  Furca; 
Its  summit  may  be  reached  in  3  hours 
from  the  Hospice ;  and  from  the 
Todten  See  Hotel  the  trip  is  still 
shorter.  It  is  9500  ft.  above  the  sea- 
leveL  The  ascent  is  not  very  difficult, 
and  the  view  magnificent-  It  is  pos- 
sible to  descend  from  the  summit  of 
the  Sidelhom  to  the  Ober-Aar  glacier, 
and  thence  by  very  rough  ground 
to  the  lower  end  of  the  Unter-Aar 
glacier. 


Orimsel  to  ffosperUhal  by  the  Farca, 

About  H  hrs.  »=  say  19  Eng.  m.  It 
is  6)  hrs.  walk,  except  when  snow 
lies  thidc,  when  it  may  take  8. 
The  bridle-path  between  the  summit 
of  the  Grimsel  and  the  glacier  of  the 
!EUione  called  Mayenicand,  it  is  better 
to  cross  on  foot  than  on  horseback. 
Guide  not  necessary  in  fine  weather, 
except  to  show  the  path  in  one  or 
two  places. 

The  sunmiit  of  the  pass  of  the 
Grimsel  (7530  ft.  above  the  sea,  700 
ft.  above  the  Hospice)  is  2  m.  from 
the  Hospice;  a  steep  path,  marked 
by  tall  poles  to  guide  the  wayfarer, 
leads  up  to  it.  On  the  crest  lies 
another  small  lake,  called  Todten  See, 
or  Lake  of  the  Dead,  from  the  corpses 
of  French  and  Austrian  soldiers,  who 
were  killed  there  in  1799  being  thrown 
into  it  by  way  of  buriaL  The  sterility- 
of  the  surrounding  scene  gives  addi- 
tionid  appropriateness  to  the  name. 
An  Inn  nas  oeen  built  here  (exactly 
7000  ft.).  There  is  a  little-known 
pass  from  this  point  to  the  Gadmen- 
thal  (Bte.  27  6).  Along  the  crest  of  the 
mountain  runs  the  boundary  between 
Berne  and  the  Valais,  and  just  below 
it  the  path  divides,  that  on  the  rt. 
going  to  Ober-GesUen  (Rte.  28). 
The  pedestrian  without  a  guide  should 
be  careful  which  path  he  takes.  The 
Obergestlen  path  leaves  the  lake  on 
the  1.,  the  Furca  path  leaves  it  on 
thert. 

From  the  gloomy  little  Lake  of  the 
Dead,  skirting  along  the  brink  of 
a  precipitous  slope,  it  descends  very 
rapi^y*  This  portion  of  the  way  is  the 


worst  of  the  whole,  being  very  steep, 
slippery,  and  muddy.  However,  it 
soon  brings  the  traveller  in  sight  of 
the  Glacier,  though  at  a  considerable 
depth  below  him.  On  attaining  the 
bottom  of  the  Mayenwand,  he  wi&  find 
a  really  good  Inn  (H.  du  Glacier 
du  Rhone),  kept  by  Seller  of  Zermatt, 
a  good  centre  between  Furca,  Grimsel, 
and  iBegischhom.  [By  keeping  to  the 
L  on  the  descent  the  pedestrian  with 
a  guide  may  avoid  part  of  the  Mayen- 
wand, and,  crossing  the  glacier,  he 
will  fall  into  the  path  to  the  Furca.] 

About  ^m.  above  the  Inn  the  Rhone 
issues  out  to  day  at  the  foot  of  the 

Hhone  Olacier^  one  of  the  grander 
in  Switzerland,  fit  cradle  for  so  mighty 
a  stream.  It  fills  the  head  of  the 
valley  from  side  to  side,  and  appears 
piled  up  against  the  shoulder  of  the 
GallenstocK,  whose  tall  peak  over- 
hangs it.  The  source  of  the  Rhone, 
in  a  cavern  of  ice,  is  about  5400  ft. 
above  the  sea.  If  you  pursue  a 
track  up  the  W.  side,  or  rt.  bank 
of  the  glacier,  you  come  suddenly 
upon  a  very  fine  wateffall,  rushing 
forth  from  the  glacier,  and  dashing 
without  a  break  into  an  icy  cavem 
about  150  ft.  below,  8endm|^  forth 
clouds  of  freezing  spray.  This  large 
body  of  water,  after  forming  a  pas- 
sage for  itself  under  the  glacier,  issues 
forth  from  the  cavem  at  its  foot. 

The  heists  above  the  sea,  in  Eng. 
ft,  of  the  Rhone  at  various  points  in 
its  course  are  as  follows: — ^At  foot  of 
glacier,  5750;  at  Brieg,  2302;  at  Sion, 
1630;  at  Lake  of  Geneva,  1230;  at 
Fort  de  I'Ecluse,  1066 ;  at  Seyasel,  802. 

The  road  from  the  Rhone  Glacier 
to  Ober-Gesteln  in  Route  28. 

A  carriage-road  was  made  over  the 
Furka  from  Ober-Gesteln  and  the 
Rhone  Glacier  by  the  Swiss  Govern- 
ment in  1866.  A  DUigmtce  crosaeB 
daily  from  Brieg  to  Anaermatt  in  12 
hrs.  The  new  road  ascends  by  bold 
zigzags  to  a  great  height  along  the 
side  of  the  vast  basin,  having  the 

S lacier  on  the  1.  for  a  considerable 
istance,  thus  commanding  tiie  best 
view  of  this  magnificent  sea  of  ice,  so 
that  a  correct  idea  may  be  formed  of 
its  extent  and  thickness,  and  of  tike 
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multlpiicity  of  its  yawning  crevices. 
Kzoept  the  Stelvio,  no  other  carriage- 
road  brings  you  into  such  intimacy 
with  a  guder.  From  the  higher 
terraoea,  where  the  road  leaves  the 
glacier  to  moont  upwards,  views, 
entirely  lost  on  the  old  path,  open 
out,  ot  the  entire  Alpine  chain  m>m 
Monte  Leone  to  Weisshom,  of  the 
Galenstock,  Mischabel,  Dom,  Spitz- 
liberg,  &c.  The  steepest  part  of 
the  ascent  is  mastered  by  7  sweep- 
ing  zigzags  through  green  pastures 
to  the  summit  of  the  pass,  or  Fork, 
between  two  mountain  peaks,  from 
which  it  receives  its  name.  From 
this  point,  8150  ft  above  the  sea,  near 
the  Cross  which  marks  the  boundary  of 
the  cantons  of  the  Y alais  and  of  Uri, 
there  is  a  beautiful  view  of  the  Ber- 
nese Chain,  the  Finster-Aar-Hom 
being  pre-eminent  among  its  peaks. 
The  top  of  the  Furca  is  never  alto- 
gether free  from  snow:  there  is  no 
plain  or  level  surfiEtce  on  it 

On  the  Farca  is  a  good  Inn, 
MuUer^s,  with  25  beds.  [It  serves  as 
convenient  quarters  for  those  who 
would  enjoy  the  view  from  the  ISirca 
ffom  (1  hr.  above  the  inn)  at  sunset 
or  sunrise.  A  more  difficult  enter- 
prise, fit  only  for  practised  meuntain- 
eera,  is  the  ascent  of  the  Galenstock 
(about  11,900  Eng.  ft.),  which  has  been 
achieyed  more  than  once  by  travellers 
starting  tcom  the  Furca  Inn.] 

From  the  Rhone  Glacier  Inn  to  the 
Furca  Inn  takes  frt)m  2^  to  3  hrs.; 
thence  to  Hospenthal  about  1)  hr. 
The  descent  commences  as  soon  as  the 
crest  ia  crossed,  over  the  Sidli  Alp, 
which  is  covered  with  pastures,  but 
monotonous  and  uninteresting  in  its 
scenery,  and  destitute  of  trees.  It  is 
efiected  by  the  new  road  in  a  long 
series  of  serpentine  windings.  Not  a 
house  is  seen  between  the  Furca  and 

Jieaip  (  Trm :  H.  des  Alpes) .  Hospice, 
kept  by  a  Capuchin  monk,  has  a  small 
chapel .  It  is  about  4  m.  of  level  road 
hence  to 

Bo^>enthal,  on  the  St.  €k>thard  (Bte. 
34)  (/iHis .'  Mey erhof^  a  large  hotel,  car- 
riagetv  aaddle^orses,  and  guides,  exoel- 
knt;  Golden  lion,  civil  Undlord),  or 
i\  m.  farther  to  Andermatt  (Rte.  34). 


ROUTE  27. 

PASSES  LEADING  TO  OR  FROM  THE 
GRIXSEIi. 

Besides  the  mule-paths  leading  over 
the  Grimsel  there  are  several  passes 
in  different  direictions,  suited  only  to 
those  who  are  in  good  condition  for 
walking,  and  well  accustomed  to  ice. 


0. — STRAHLEOE — ORINDBLWALD  TO 
ORDCBEL. 

A  difficult  pass,  suited  only  to  skil- 
ful mountaineers.  In  fine  weather  it 
is  free  from  danger.  It  is  one  of  the 
most  grand  and  striking  in  the  Alps, 
and  is  now  not  uncommonly  performed. 
The  time  required  will  depend  alto- 
gether on  the  state  of  the  snow,  and 
may  vary  from  13  to  16  hrs.,  allow- 
ing for  a  short  halt  at  the  summit. 
It  is  perhaps  most  frequently  taken 
from  the  Grmdelwald  side,  but  those 
who  know  it  well  recommend  the 
opposite  course;  the  ascent  from  the 
Crnmsel  is  less  considerable,  and  the 
views  are  on  the  whole  finer.  The 
hard  day's  work  may  be  broken  by 
sleepin?  in  the  highest  ch&lets  at  the 
foot  of  the  Viescherhomer,  3  easy 
hrs.  from  Grindelwald;  or  at  the  Pa- 
vilion by  the  Aar  (glacier,  if  the 
traveller  attacks  the  pass  from  the 
Grimsel  side. 

The  path,  on  leaving  Grindelwald,* 
ascends  rabidly  on  the  L  hand  of  the 
lower  glacier,  and  is  practicable  for 
horses  for  about  }  hour;  it  then 
becomes  a  footpath  overhanging  the 
glacier.  After  descending  a  ladder 
clamped  against  the  &ce  of  a  cliff 
(Rte.  25c),  the  now  shrunken  glacier 
is  reached  and  followed;  or,  if  de^ 
sired,  a  path  on  the  cliff  side 
may  be  pursued  for  some  distance. 
The  ascent  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
glacier  is  now  commenced.  Then 
some  very  steep  rocks  have  to  be 
climbed,  soon  anerwards  the  glacier  is 
again  reached,  and  all  path  terminates. 
l^tom  this   point  the    view    of  the 
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Schreckhom,  which  rises  immediately 
over  you  on  the  left,  is  truly  magm- 
iioent.  Coutinuing  along  the  gls^er 
(which  is  here  without  crevasses, 
but  difficult  to  walk  on,  on  account 
of  its  steep  slope  from  the  left),  and 
passing  immeaiately  below  two  la- 
teral ^aciers,  which  almost  overhang 
you,  a  nearly  precipitous  wall  of  snow 
IS  reached,  forming  the  end  of  the  val- 
ley. At  this  point  you  turn  to  the  left, 
and,  ascending  the  glacier  a  few  hun- 
dred feet,  reach  a  shady  rid^  of  rocks 
rising  very  steeply,  and  at  right  angles 
to  the  former  route.  This  is  ascended 
for  about  1^  hr.,  when  a  platform  of 
snow  is  reached,  across  which,  after 
another  short  but  steep  ascent,  the 
summit  is  gained  in  ^  an  hour. 

The  summit  of  the  Strahleck  is,  in- 
deed, the  perfection  of  wild  scenery. 
Vegetation  there  is  none,  save  a  few 
of  the  smallest  gentianellas.  The 
height  is  about  10,500  English  ft.,  and 
it  lies  in  the  very  centre  of  the  l^ghest 
^oup  of  the  Oberland  Alps,  being, 
in  fact,  the  ridge  which  connects  the 
Schreckhorn  with  the  range  of  the 
finster  Aarhom. 

The  descent  from  the  summit  to- 
wards the  Aar  Glacier  by  the  well- 
known  ice- wall  of  the  Strahleck  forms 
the  principal  difficulty  of  this  expedi- 
tion. In  certain  states  of  the  snow, 
nervousness  or  rashness  on  the  part 
of  any  single  traveller  might  endanger 
the  lives  of  an  entire  party ;  but  when 
the  proper  precautions  are  taken  there 
is  no  real  risk.  Just  below  the  steepest 
part  a  wide  crevasse  or  bergschnmd 
must  be  passed,  but  this  is  generally 
pretty  well  bridged  over  with  snow; 
the  slope  soon  becomes  less  steep,  and 
before  lone  the  travellers  may  safely 
run  or  dide  down  to  the  n^ve  of  the 
Finster  Aar  Glacier  (Rte.  26).  From 
the  foot  of  the  passae^e,  the  Abschwung, 
where  Professor  Ag^siz's  hut  was 
situated,  may  be  reached  in  1^  hour : 
thence  to  the  hospice  of  the  Grimsel 
will  take  a  good  walker  3  hours,  two 
of  them  on  the  ice. 

The  demands  of  the  guides  at  Grin- 
delwald  for  this  pass  should  not  be 
submitted  to.  On  one  occasion  they 
asked  180  fr.  and  took  30  fr. 


This  pass  has  been  two  or  three 
times  crossed  by  English  ladies  with 
the  assistance  of  numerous  guides  and 
porters. 


6. — OADMlOfrTHAL  TO  OBDIBEL. 

Though  this  is  a  very  beautiful  ex- 
cursion, it  has  been  but  seldom  tra- 
versed, and  has  not  as  yet  received  a 
name. 

It  is  in  no  sense  a  short-cut,  as  the 
detour  by  the  valley  of  Hasli  may  be 
made  in  much  less  time,  but  in  fine 
weather  it  is  an  interesting  excursion 
for  practised    mountaineers.      From 
Miihlestalden,  at  the  lower  end  of 
the  valley  of  Gadmen  (Arnold  Kehrli, 
of  Muhlethal,  is  a  good  guide),  a  nar- 
row gorge  opens  to  the  S.,  down  which 
flows  the  stream  from  the  Trift  gla- 
cier.    The  elacier  is  reached  in  2^ 
hrs.,    and   aoput    i    hr.    farther    a 
chalet,  called  Graggi,  is  seen  on  side 
of  the  glacier.    A  nieht's  rest  on  clean 
hay  may  tiiere  be  obtained,  and  it  is 
the  point  from  whence  the  StemkauS' 
horn  (10,303  ft),  the  highest  moun- 
tain immediately  overlooking  the  val- 
ley of  Hasli,  may  most  easily  be  as- 
cended.   The  view  is  said  to  be  very 
fine.    From  Oraggi  it  is  easy  to  reach 
Guttanen,  by  the  ridge  of  the  Furi" 
wang  and  the  Steinhaus  Alp,  but  moun- 
taineers will  prefer  to  traverse  the 
great  snow  wastes  which  lie  between 
Uie  ridge  of  the  Steinhaushom,  on  the 
W.,  and  the  still  higher  range  of  the 
Sustenhom  and  Galenstock,  on  the 
£.    For  nearly  an  hour  from  Grig;^ 
the  glacier  presents  no  difficulty;  it 
then  rises  steeply  in  shattered  masses, 
and  it  is  necessary  to  climb  some 
steep,  but  not  very  difficult,  rocks. 
In  another  hour  the  upper  plateau,  ik 
wide-spreading  snow-field,  is  reached. 
Two  hrs.  of  gradual  ascent  lead  to  the 
summit  of  me  flattened  ridge  whicb 
separates  the  Trift  from  the  Bhooe^ 
glacier,  about  10,000  Eng.  ft.  in  heights 
From  this  point  the  view  of  the  6a« 
lenstock,  a  pyramid  of  rock,  probabl  jr 
inaccessible  on  this  side,  is  very  fine. 
The  ridge  to  the  L,  between  the  Gn- 
lenstock  and  Sustenhom,  overlooks 
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the  wild  ralley  of  Goschenen,  a  tri- 
bntvj  of  the  Keuss.  Time  permit- 
ting, it  would  be  worth  a  traveller's 
trouble  to  gain  that  ridge.  In  de- 
scending the  upp|enno8t  part  of  the 
Rhone  glacier  it  is  advisaDle  to  keep 
to  the  L,  aad  then  cross  the  glacier 
diagonally.  There  are  many  con- 
cealed crerassea.  The  most  direct 
course  to  the  Grimsel  leads  over 
much  rough  ground  by  a  small  lake 
called  **  Im  Saas;"  but  it  is  more  easy 
to  make  a  slight  circuit  bjr  the  Todten 
See.  Time  required  about  12  hrs. 
With  good  euides  a  traveller  might 
strike  to  the  L  from  the  upper  plateau 
of  the  Bhone  glacier,  along  the  slopes 
of  the  Galenstock,  and  reach  the 
Furca  Inn  at  night 


a-— OBERAABJOCH — ORDCSEL  TO  l^HE 
MQQIBCBHOBS. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  magnificent 
passes  in  Switaerland.  It  is  a  hard 
day's  work,  and  the  descent  of  the 
Vieseher  glacier  is  very  difficult,  but 
the  grandeur  of  its  scenery  will  well 
repay  any  traveller  who  may  explore 
it  in  €ate  weather. 

It  is  advisable  to  start  before  day- 
light ft^om  the  Grimsel.  As  far  as 
the  foot  of  the  Unteraar  glacier  the 
route  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Strah- 
leck  pass:  here  it  ascends  to  the 
chftleta  at  the  foot  of  the  Oberaar 
glacier.  This  is  almost  as  easilv 
«  traversed  as  the  lower  glacier  (27  a), 
bat  the  ascent  to  the  Col  (which  pre- 
sents no  difficulty  worth  mentioning) 
is  rather  more  rapid.  The  summit  of 
the  pass  is  reached  in  about  5^  hrs. 
The  Viesch  glacier  is  very  muck  cut 
up  by  wide  crevasses  throughout 
nearly  its  eAtire  leneth,  but  the  worst 
part  may  be  avoided  by  a  circuit  over 
the  rocks  on  the  rL  bank.  After  de- 
scendinfi;  for  about  2  hrs.  from  the 
Joch,  the  glacier  becomes  quite  im- 
practicable, and  it  is  necessary  to 
scramble  down  some  steep  and  drip- 
ping rocks,  which  form,  in  fact,  the 
lower  slopes  of  the  Viescherhdmer. 
Beware  of  descending  too  low  at  the 
foot  o£  the  glacier;  near  the  ch&lets 


of  Stock,  an  ascent  (of  no  difficulty) 
is  required  to  reach  the  level  of  the 
hotel  on  the  iEgeischhom  (Rte.  28). 
This  is  far  prererable  to  the  long 
and  fatig^uing  descent  that  is  neces* 
sary  to  reach  Viesch. 


df. — GBIMSEL  TO  XETRmOEK,  OyEB  THE 
LAUTEKA.AB  AMD  OAULI  0LACIES8. 

*'We  set  out  from  the  hospice  of 
the  Grimsel  a  little  after  5  a.m.  For 
some  distance  the  route  is  the  same  as 
that  of  the  Strahleck,  but,  instead  of 
turning  to  the  L  up  the  Finsteraar 
glacier,  it  inclines  to  the  rt.  along 
the  Lauteraar  to  near  its  head,  where 
the  ridge  of  the  Lauteraarsattel  runs 
across  from  the  Schreckhom  to  the 
mountain  marked  in  Keller's  map 
Berglistock,  but  called  by  Anderegg, 
Schneehom.  Here  we  turned  to  our 
rt.  and  commenced  the  ascent  of  the 
steep  ridge  of  rock  which,  running 
from  the  last-named  mountain,  forms 
the  boundary  between  the  Lauteraar 
and  Gauli  glaciers.  After  having 
reached  about  half  its  height,  we 
turned  again  to  our  rt.  for  some  dis- 
tance, pi^allel  to  the  Lauteraar  gla- 
cier, till  we  came  to  where  the  passage 
of  the  ridge  is  to  be  made.  The  ascent 
is  up  TOOL  and  loose  shingle  to  the 
summit,  which  is  very  narrow.  On 
the  noithem  side  the  descent  is  down 
an  extremely  steep  slope  of  hard  frozen 
snow,  which  occupied  nearly  1  h.  be- 
fore we  reached  the  Gauli  glacier, 
down  which  we  slid,  and  before  2 
o'clock  were  off  the  ice.  The  route 
then  is  down  the  Urbach  Thai,  and  in 
parts  is  very  steep^  At  Hof  we  struck 
in  upon  the  road  to  Meyringen,  and 
reached  ;that  town  a  httle  after  6 
o'clock,  having  been  13  hrs.,  including 
stoppages,  in  coming  by  this  pass  from 
the  Gnmsel;  5^  hrs.  were  upon  the 
ice."— 22.  F. 

[From  the  head  6f  the  Lauteraar 
glacier  it  is  possible  to  reach  Rosen- 
laui,  instead  of  descending  to  Mey- 
ringen.  An  account  of  the  passage 
is  given  in  Desor's  'Excursions  et 
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Sejours  dans  les  Alpes.'  It  appears  to 
be  a  very  difficult  expedition,  and 
should  be  undertaken  only  in  the 
finest  weather,  and  with  experienced 
guides.] 


ROUTE  28. 

ORIMSEL  TO  BBIEQ,  BY  OBEROESTELEN 
— THE  iBGGISCHBORN. 

Grimael  Hoeplce  to  Miles.    Hra. 

OberffMtelen.     ...        —        at 

g-f  }  C.„..,e««i.  {  }« 

Diligence  daily  from  Brieg  to  Rhone 
Glacier  and  Furoa.  Pass  to  St. 
Gotthard. 

On  reaching  the  summit  of  the 
Grimsel  Pass  ^te.  26)  this  path  leads 
to  the  rt.,  whilst  the  Rhone  Glacier 
and  Furoa  path  goes  to  the  L  It  is 
a  walk  of  2|  hrs.  from  the  Grimsel  to 
Obergestelen  direct;  but  most  people 
make  a  detour  to  visit  the  glacier  and 
source  of  the  Rhone  (Rte.  26).  Below 
the  glacier,  the  Rhone  plunges  through 
a  magnificent  gorge  Dcfore  reaching 
Oberwald. 

In  all  the  villages  along  the  road 
horses  and  chars  may  be  had. 

ObermUd.  {Irms :  H.  de  la  Furca; 
New  Inn,  1867.)  The  descent  of 
the  Upper  Yalais  from  Oberwald 
to  Bneg,  a  distance  of  8  hrs. 
(about  27  m.),  is  tame  and  unin- 
teresting for  the  first  i>art  of  the 
way,  bSow  which,  especially  about 
Viesch,  its  scenery  is  singularly  beau- 
tifuL  The  peak  of  the  Weisshom  is 
a  noble  object  as  far  as  Viesch,  and, 
though  40  m.  ofl^  seems  to  block  up 
the  valley.  Looking  up,  the  Ga- 
lenstock  appears  in  view  with  like 
grandeur.  The  road  runs  along  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Rhone.  [From  Ober- 
wald a  path  diverges  over  the  col  of  the 
Gerenhom  to  the  Niifenen.] 

1  Jm.  Ober^Gestelm  (Fr.,  Haut  Chitil- 
Iod)  {Inn,  Cheval  Blanc^;  clean  and 
pivil),  thebighest  village  but  one(Ober- 


wald  being  the  highest)  in  the  Upper 
Yalais,  4360  ft  above  the  sea-leveL 
It  is  situated  on  the  rt  bank  of  the 
Rhone,  about  8  m.  below  its  source  in 
the  glacier.  It  is  the  depot  for  the 
cheese  transported  out  of  canton  Berne 
into  Italjr,  and  is  a  place  of  some 
traffic,  as  it  lies  at  the  junction  of  the 
4  bridle-roads  over  the  Grimsel,  Furca, 
Nufenen,  and  Gries  (Rte.  62). 

In  1720,  84  men  were  kUled  here 
by  an  avalanche,  and  lie  buried  in 
one  grave  in  the  churchyard. 

1^  m.  Ulnchen.  [Opposite  this  the 
valley  of  Eginen  opens  out — up  it 
runs  the  patn  leading  over  the  Gries 
and  the  Niifenen  (Rte.  63).3  The 
Upper  Yalais  (Ober-Wallis)  is  very 
populous,  and  numerous  unimportant 
villages  are  passed  in  rapid  succession. 
One  of  the  largest  is 

2^  nu  Munsler,  containing  about  400 
Inhab.,  and  a  eood  Inn,  La  Croix  d'Or, 
in  full  view  of  the  peak  of  the  Weiss- 
horn,  a  neighbour  of  Monte  Rosa.  The 
landlord's  nephew,  Antonio  Guntren, 
is  a  trustwortny  guide,  well  acquainted 
with  the  Gries  pus.  18  fr.  for  horse 
and  carriage  to^ri^;  20  fr.  to  Visp. 
From  Munster  the  ascent  of  the 
Loffelhom  (10,268  Eng.  ft)  may  be 
made  in  about  4  hrs.  The  view  of 
the  Finsteraar  Horn  is  said  to  be  sin- 
gularly fine,  but  in  other  respects  the 
position  is  not  equal  to  that  of  the 
.^Sggischhom.  The  natives  of  the 
Upper  Yalais  are  a  distinct  and 
apparently  superior  race  to  those  of 
the  Lower.  The  language  is  Grerman. 
The  Romans  never  penetrated  into  the 
higher  part  of  the  foione  valley. 
If  m.  Eec^ingen,  a  handsome  ch. 
4  UL  Niedenoald  {Inn\  fountain  of 
excellent  water  by  roadside. 

4  m.  Viesch  (a  fair  country  /mi,  H.  du 
Glacier,  but  cliarges  high)  lies  at  the 
entrance  of  a  side  valley,  blocked  up  at 
its  upper  extremity  by  the  Yiesch  ela- 
cier,  aoov^  which  rise  the  peaks  eidled 
Yiescher-Homer.  There  exists  a  tra- 
dition that  a  path  once  led  up  this 
valley  to  Grindelwald :  it  is  now  en> 
tirely  stopped  by  the  glacier,  and  this 
circumstance  is  supposed  to  prove  a 
great  increase  of  the  mass  of  ice. 
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\The  .^ggisckhom, — Scarcely  known 
to    tnyelless  before  1854,  this  has 
become  one  of  the  head-qnarters  of 
lovers  of  high  Alpine  scenery.     It 
owes  this   rapid  nae  to  its  admir- 
able position,  and  to  the  excellent  Inn, 
opened  1856,  which  affords  more  of 
comfort  and  convenience  than  are  to  be 
obtained  elsewhere  at  an  equal  height 
and  under  similar  natural  difficulties. 
The  vast  snow-fields  which  cover  the 
southern  flanks  of  the  higher  Bernese 
Alps  send  down  two  great  ^aciers 
towards   the   valley  of  the   Khone. 
The  lesser  of  these,  the  Yiesch  gla- 
cier,  has  been    already  referred  to 
r  Rte.  27  c).   The'greater  of  them,  the 
Aletach  glacier — the  most  considerable 
ice-riTer  in  the  Alps,  or  perhaps  in 
the   world  —  originates  in  the  vast 
basin  which  is  enclosed  by  the  peaks 
of  the  Aletschhom,  the  Jungfrau,  the 
Monch,  the  Trugberg,  and  the  Wal- 
liser  Viescherhomer.  Its  length,  from 
the  Monch  Sattel  to  the  source  of  the 
Massa  at  its  base,  is  ftilly  20  m.,  with 
a  breadth  varying  from  1  to  nearly  4 
m.;  and  by  its  extent  and  the  uni- 
formity of  its  slope,  it  fex  better  de- 
serves the  name  of  a  Mer  de  Olace,  or 
Kis  Meer,  than  any  other  glacier  in 
the  Alps. 

fVom  the  Monch  Sattel,  between 
the    Monch  and   the   Jungfrau,  the 
main  stream  of  the  glacier  preserves 
for    12  or  13  m.  a  nearly  straight 
(X>ur9e,  a  little  £.  of  S.,  until  it  abuts 
a^iiinst  a  steep  pyramidal  mountain, 
which  lies  exactly  in  the  course  of  the 
ice-stream.    By  this  it  is  deflected  to 
the   irt.,  or  S.W.;  its  slope  becomes 
somewhat  more   rapid,  and  its  bed 
narrower,   till  it   finally  disappears 
from    sight  in  a  deep  ravine,  from 
whence   issues   the   torrent   of  the 
^^asssu     The  mountain  which  thus 
tox-iua   aside  the  flow  of  the  Aletsch 
E^Iamer  is  the  JEggischhorn,    Its  sum- 
niit  <9€56  Sng.  ft.)  commands  a  fyll 
view  of  Uie  entire  course  of  the  gla^ 
crier,  stfid  of  the  fraud  range  of  peaks 
wfaicli  sarronnd  it,  in  itself  an  unsur- 
passed combination  of  grand  natural 
olneccs;  but  besides  these  the  pano- 
rama    which    it   presents    in    clear 
weather  includes  nearly  or  quite  all 


the  highest  summits  of  the  Alps. 
Taken  in  the  order  in  which  they 
present  themselves,  we  have  Mont 
Blanc,  with  his  attendant  aiguilles; 
the  Grand  Combin,  or  Graf&neire; 
the  Weisshom,  Matterhom,  Dom, 
Monte  Rosa,  Laquinhom,  Weissmies, 
Monte  Leone;  the  range  extending 
from  thence  to  the  St.  Gothard;  the 
distant  Todi,  seen  beyond  the  Furka 
pass;  the  Galenstock,  Oberaarhom, 
and  Finsteraarhom,  succeeded  by  the 
group  already  enumerated.  There'  is 
probably  no  other  spot  a't  all  easy  of 
access  from  which  all  these  summits 
are  visible  at  the  same  moment. 
Among  other  objects  of  interest  the 
Veisch  glacier,  which  is  rather  an 
ice-cataract  than  an  ice-river  (Bte. 
27  c),  should  not  be  overlooked.  It 
presents  a  striking  contrast  wldi  the 
tranquil  and  scarcely  ruffled  flow  of 
the  great  Aletsch  glacier. 

Inking  downwards  some  2000  it. 
below  the  summit,  another  remark- 
able and  almost  unique  object  is  seen, 
which,  however,  requires  a  nearer 
visit  in  order  to  be  fully  appreciated. 
Immediately  N.  of  the  ^ggischhom 
the  ridge  separating  the  ^etsch  and 
Yiesch  glaciers  is  depressed  into  a 
flat  plateau,  2  or  3  m.  in  length,  and 
nearly  ^  m.  wide.  On  one  skle  the 
Aletsch  glacier  rises  above  the  level 
of  the  plateau  in  steep  cli£Gi  of  ice, 
forming  a  barrier  which  prevents 
the  outflow  of  water  on  that  side. 
Hence  the  waters  which  accumulate 
in  summer,  from  the  drainage  of  the 
surrounding  mountains,  form  a  small 
lake  called  the  M&rjelen  See,  upon 
whose  ice-cold  sur&ce  the  blocks  of 
ice  that  fall  away  from  the  cliffs  float 
as  miniature  icebergs.  The  ice-clifls 
rise  about  50  ft.  above  the  water,  and 
are  grounded  in  30  ft  below  water.  In 
order  to  prevent  the  lake  from  unduly 
encroaching  upon  the  adj  acent  pastures 
a  channel  has  been  du^,  by  which  the 
surplus  waters  escape  m  tne  opposite 
direction,  and  join  the  torrent  from 
the  Yiesch  glacier.  From  time  to 
time  the  onward  movement  of  the 
Aletsch  glacier  opens  some  sub-gla- 
cial  channel,  by  wnich  a  great  part  of 
the  waters  escape  beneath  the  ice, 
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leaTing   a   whole    fleet   of  icebergs 
stranded  on  the  shores  of  the  lake. 

Hotels  on  the  S.£.  slope  of  the 
iEggischhom  fat  about  7000  ft.), 
considering  the  difficulties  to  be 
OYercome,  must  be  pronounced  ex- 
cellent. The  host,  ^L  Wellig,  is 
extremely  obliging  and  attentive,  and 
has  a  fair  knowledge  of  cookery,  and 
the  charges  are  reasonable.  Al!out  40 
beds  are  made  up;  and  as  the  house 
is  sometimes  quite  full,  a  numerous 
party  should  write  beforehand  to 
secure  rooms;    £ng.  Ch.  serrice. 

There  are  4  ways  of  reaching  the 
^ggischom. — a,  from  Yiesch,  2  hrs.; 
6,  from  Lax,  2^  hrs.}  c,  firom  Morill, 
by  the  Rieder  Alp,  54  hrs.;  d;  from 
the  Bel  Alp,  4^  hrs.  The  first  S  can 
be  made  on  horseback  the  whole 
way,  but  the  easiest  is  from  Viesch. 
A  good  horse-track  has  been  con- 
structed as  far  as  the  hoteL  For 
nearly  an  hour  the  path  mounts  by 
zigzags  through  a  pme-forest,  whose 
shade  affords  protection  from  the 
sometimes  oppressive  heat  of  the  sun. 
The  track  is  intersected  by  slides, 
which  serve  for  the  small  sledges, 
in  which  cheeses,  hay,  &c.,  are  con- 
veyed from  the  upper  pastures  to  the 
village  of  Yiesch.  Above  the  forest 
the  path  mounts  by  gentle  slopes 
over  pastures.  The  views  are  not 
very  striking,  but  a  little  to  the  L 
of  the  path  there  is  a  beautiful  view 
of  the  gprand  ranges  which  circle 
round  Saas  and  Zermatt,  the  most 
conspicuous  and  beautiful  object  being 
the  exquisitelv-pointed  pynunid  of 
the  Dom,  the  highest  summit  of  the 
Saas  Grat  (Rte.  122).  The  path 
winds  roilnd  the  eastern  slopes  of 
the  ^ggischhom,  and  in  2  hrs.  from 
Yiesch  the  traveller  reaches  the  hoteL 

Many  excursions  may  be  made 
from  the  .^ggischhorn. 

a.  The  first  object  of  attraction  is, 
of  course,  the  view  from  the  summit 
of  the  mountain.  1^  hr.  easy  walk. 
This  should  be  seen  not  once  only, 
but  several  times,  in  order  to  enjoy 
it  under  different  conditions  of 
cplouring  and  illumination.  The 
path  to  ^9  summit  has  been  greatly 


improved  by  the  care  of  M.  Wellig^, 
but  the  upper  part  is  steep  and 
slippery,  and  the  top,  formed  of 
huge  shattered  blocks,  with  rifts  be- 
tween,  affords  but  awkward  footing. 
Unpractised  mountaineers  should  take 
a  guide,  especially  after  fresh  snovr, 
and  not  disdain  his  proffered  hand,  as 
slight  but  disagreeable  accidents  often 
occur. 

b.  The  next  object  of  attraction  is 
the  Marjelen  See,  2  hrs.  easy  walk,  a 
mule-path  is  in  progress,  already  de- 
scribed. A  boat  is  to  be  put  upon  its 
waters.  This  excursion  is  generally 
combined  with  a  visit  to  the  Aletsch 
glacier,  which  is  easy  of  access,  and 
in  great  part  free  from  dangerons 
crevasses.  It  is  only  after  walking 
some  miles  upon  its  surface  that  a  true 
impression  can  be  formed  of  the  vast 
extent  of  this  sea  of  ice. 

c  A  rather  longer  excursion  may 
be  made  by  travellers  bound  for 
Brieg,  by  reaching  the  Aletsch  gla- 
cier, either  from  the  Marjelen  See, 
or  descending  to  it  from  the  sanunit 
of  the  mountan  (a  steep  slope,  re- 
ouiring  caution);  then  following  the 
aownward  slope  of  the  glacier  for  3 
or  4  m.,  till  opposite  to  a  slieht  de- 
pression in  the  ridge  on  its  L  bank. 
This  is  reached  without  difficulty,  and 
from  thence  the  descent  to  Mioril,  on 
the  high  road  from  Yiesoh  to  Briee, 
by  grassy  slopes,  steep,  but  not  dii£> 
cult,  and  by  occasional  rocks,  is  a  verr 
agreeable  walk.  There  is  a  chalet 
inn  on  the  Riedkr  Alp,  where  refresh- 
ments or  beds  may  be  had. 

d,  A  much  more  considerable  expe- 
dition is  to  reach  the  Monch  Sattel,  or 
depression  separating  the  Monch  from, 
the  Jungfrau.    Bopes,  veils,  and  dark 
spectacles  should  be  taken,  but  theiv 
is  no  serious  difficulty  to  be  encoon* 
tered.    The  distance  is  considerable^ 
and  the  walk  to  and  fro,  especially  if 
there  be  much  fresh  snow,  is  a  fk- 
tiguing  one.    The  contrast  affank«l 
by  the  view  from  the  summit  ti  \k^ 
Col,  lookinff  over  the  Bernese  Obev-. 
land  and  the  plain  of  Switserlaibcl, 
after  having  been  so  long  confined  to 
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the  Polar  soener]^  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  glacier,  is  said  to  oe  very 
striking.  It  appears  that  there  is  no 
possihiuty  of  descending  the  preci- 
pices which  on  the  farther  side  face 
the  Wen^m  Alp,  but  2  different 
passages  m  this  direction,  from  the 
Aletsch  glacier  to  the  Bernese  Ober- 
land,  have  been  accomplished  by 
English  trayellers.  The  ftret  of  these 
was  effected  in  August,  1858,  by  the 
Rev.  C.  Hudson,  Mr.  Birkbeck,  and 
Mr.  Joad,  with  2  excellent  guides, 
Melchior  Anderegg  and  Victor  Tair- 
raz,  of  Chamouni  They  ascended 
the  Aletsch  glacier  nearly  to  the  base 
of  the  Monch,  and,  following  the 
branch  which  separates  the  Monch 
from  the  Trugberg,  passed  the  night 
on  the  snow,  under  a  tent,  at  a  height 
of  about  11,500  ft.  above  the  sea. 
From  this  point  they  soon  reached  on 
the  following  morning  the  summit  of 
the  ridge  connecting  the  Monch  with 
the  range  called  the  Viescher  Grat. 
From  thence  the  descent  to  the  lower 
glacier  of  Orindelwald  is  a  work  of  con- 
siderable difficulty  and  some  danger. 
The  difficulties  would  probably  be 
less  serious  if  the  pass  were  made 
from  the  Grindelwala  side,  but  it  can- 
not be  reconmiended  to  ordinary  tra- 
vellers. The  second,  and  still  more 
difficult  passage,  was  accomplished 
in  1859,  oy  the  Bev.  Leslie  8t^hen 
and  Mr.  Mathews,  with  Umch 
I^aener  and  2  Chamouni  guides. 
They  ascended  from  the  Wengem 
AIpi,  between  the  Eis;er  and  the 
Monch,  and  reached  the  summit  of 
the  ridge  connecting  those  peaks,  after 
580  steps  had  been  cut  in  one  ice-slope 
by  the  nrst-named  guide.  They  were 
forced  to  pass  the  night  on  the  upper 
Aletsch  gucier,  and  reached  the  hotel 
on  the  ^ffgischhom  the  next  day. 

The  ..£ggischhom  has  been  the 
starting-pomt  from  whence  the  3 
highest  summits  of  the  Oberland 
group  have  been  attained.  The  Fin- 
steraarhom  (14,039  £ng.  ft.)  was 
first  ascended  in  1841,  by  Herr  Sol- 

?er,  of  Basle,  with  a  guide  named 
aniL,  of  Meyrinffen.  The  next  sno- 
cessfol  asoent,  of  which  an  account 
is   given    in    *  Peaks,    Passes,   and 


Glaciers,'  was  effected  in  1857,  by 
the  Rev.  J.  F.  Hardy,  Messrs.  Ken- 
nedy, Ellis,  St.  John  Mathews,  and 
W.  Mathews,  all  of  the  University  of 
Cambridge,  with  5  guides.  Several 
successfiu  ascents  have  been  since 
made.  The  Aletschhom  was  for  the 
first  time  ascended  by  Mr.  F.  F. 
Tuckett,  with  (3?)  guides,  in  1859. 
Only  of  late  it  has  been  known  that 
this  peak,  which  is  not  visible  from 
the  Bernese  Oberland,  being  wholly 
situated  in  the  Valais,  is  the  2nd 
in  height  of  the  Alps  of  Central 
Switzerhind  (13,803  Eng.  ft.).  The 
history  of  the  successful  attempts  to 
reach  the  summit  of  the  Jungfrau  has 
been  already  referred  to  (Rte.  25  c). 


[Travellers  who  have  already  seen 
the  Pass  of  the  Simplon  may  reach 
Domo  d'Ossola  by  the  Binnen  Thai 
and  Crodo,  in  the  Yal  Antigorio 
(Rte.  61).  Those  proceeding  to  Sion, 
or  the  Baths  of  teuk,  may  take  a 
route  over  the  Aletsch  and  Lotsch 
glaciers^  a  day's  journey  over  ice  and 
snow,  but  not  presenting  any  serious 
difficulty  (Rte.  60). 

Ordinary  travellers  will  prefer  to 
return  to  the  high  road  at  Viesch.] 
And  thence  proceed  to 

1}  m.  Laax  (Croix  Blanche,  good). 

5  m.  MUriU  {Tnn:  H.iEggischhom). 

The  stream  of  the  Massa,  issuing 
from  the  Aletsch  Glacier,  here  joins 
the  Rhone.  The  volume  of  its  waters 
is  grater  than  that  of  any  other 
glacier  stream  in  the  Alps. 

IBel  Alp.  A  good  and  very  popular 
Inn  has  been  built  on  the  Bel  Alp 
(formerly  called  theLusgen  Alp\  one 
of  the  S.  spurs  of  the  Aletscnhom, 
and  but  a  short  distance  above  the 
Aletsch  Glacier.  There  is  a  pleasant 
walk  to  it,  often  traversed  by  ladies 
in  4^  hrs.  (of  which  ^  hr.  is  across  the 
Aletsch  Glacier),  from  the  iBggisch- 
hom  Hotel.  It  passes  by  the  Chalet 
Inn  on  the  Rieder  Alp.  The  Bel  Alp 
is  also  reached  in  S^  or  4  hrs.  from 
Brieg  by  a  bridle-patn  ascending  from 
Naters,  as  bad  as  it  can  be  except  the 
last  ^  hr.  But  the  views  are  exq^site ; 
the  Matterhom,  Dom,  and  Weiii»bom 
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all  well  seen  from  the  Iniif  which  is 
good  and  moderate.  Excorsion  from 
tiieBel  Alp  to  the  Sparrehom  (other- 
wise the  Belhom),  S  nrs.  up :  horses  go 
two-thirds  of  the  way.  View  magni- 
ficent, like  that  from  the  iBggisch- 
hom.] 

4  m.  Naters^  a  village  of  600  Inhah., 
lies  in  a  beautifiil  situation  and  in  a 
milder  climate,  where  the  chestnut 
begins  to  flourish.  Above  it  rises  the 
rumed  castle  of  Auf  der  Fliih,  or 

Supersax. 
A  wooden  bridge  leads  across  the 

Bhone  to  the  great  high  road  at 
1  m.  Br%«g  (/wi;  H.  d'Angleterre, 

Post),  at  the  foot  of  the  Simplon  (Rte. 

59). 


ROUTE  31. 

STANZ  TO  ENaELBBBA.  ENQELBERa  TO 
ALTORF,  BY  THE  8UKENEK  PASS.  THE 
TITUS. 


From  Stanzstad—  Miles.  Hrs.    Min. 

A  walk  of  12^  to  13  hrs.  The  best 
plan  is  to  sleep  at  Engelberg  and  cross 
the  pass  next  day. 

Steamers  4  times  daily  from  Lucerne 
to  Stanzstad— the  port  of  Stanz— to 
which  place  runs  a  diligence. 

There  is  a  good  char-road  from 
Stanz (Rte.  19)  to  Engelberg  (4J  hours' 
walk;  car,  1  horse,  12  fr.;  ditto  2,  20 
fr.);  thence  to  Altorf,  across  the  pass, 
a  horse-path.    Take  a  guide. 

The  road  from  Stane  to  Eneelberg 
follows  the  course  of  the  Aa  up- 
wards, gradually  aJscending,  and  pass- 
ing Wolfenschiess  with  its  ruined 
castle,  and 

Grafenort,  where  there  is  a  small 
inn.  Beyond  this  the  valley  con- 
tracts, and  the  rest  of  the  way  to 
Engelbei^  is  best  travelled  on  foot 
The  roaa  is  carried  up  a  steep  ascent 
nearly  6  m.  long,  traversing  thick 
woods,  amidst  scenery  of  the  highest 
sublimity.     In  the  midst  of  it,  in  the 


depth  of  the  valley,  lie  the  village  and 
Abhey  of 

Engelberg — (Inns :  Hotel  and  Pen- 
sion MtUler,  good,  dean,  and  mo- 
derate, whey  cure;  Ensel,  Titlis)— 
3220  ft  above  the  sea.  It  is  hemmed 
in  on  all  sides  by  lofty  mountains 
topped  with  snow,  and  based  by  pre- 
cipices from  which,  in  winter  time 
and  in  spring,  numerous  avalanches 
are  precipitated.  At  their  base,  upon  a 
verdant  slope,  oontrastine  agreeably 
with  rock  and  snow,  the  JBenedictine 
Abbey  rises  conspicuous  amonff  the 
ordinary  habitations  of  the  vulage. 
It  was  founded  in  1120,  and  received 
from  Pope  Calixtus  IL  the  name  of 
Mens  Angehrum,  from  a  tradition  that 
the  site  of  the  building  was  fixed  by 
angels— 

**  Whoae  mathentle  lay. 
Sung  item  that  heavenly  ground,  in  niUidle*8ir, 
Made  known  the  apot  where  Piety  ahould  nise 
A  holy  structure  to  th'AImtghty's  praiae.*' 

Wordgworik, 

Having  been  three  times  destroyed  by 
fire,  the  existing  edifice  is  not  6lder 
than  1729.      "  The    architecture    is 
plain  and  unimpressive,  but  the  situ- 
ation is  worthy  of  the  honours  which 
the  imagination  of  the  mountaineers 
has  co^rred  upon  it"    The  convent 
is  independent    of    any    bishop    or 
sovereign  but  the  Pope  himself^  or 
his  legate  :  its  revenues,  once  more 
considerable,    were    seriously    dimi- 
nished by  the  French,  but  it  still  pos* 
sesses  valuable  alpine  pastures,  and 
the  cheeses  produced  on   them   ar^ 
stored  in  an  adjacent  warehouse  and 
cellars.    It  contains,  at  present,  only 
19  brothers:  in  its  luge  Church  are 
numerous  paintings  by  jOeschwandea 
and  other  artists  of  the  modem  Swiss 
schooL    The  Library  is  of  some  value, 
rich  in  Swiss  early  printed  books  and 
illuminated  MSS.  ;    the  roof  of  the 
apartment  in  which  it  is  placed  has 
been    cracked    by     an   earthquake. 
Travellers    are  received  and    enter- 
tained in  the  convent — those  of  the 
poorer  classes  gratuitously. 

The  Titlis,  the  chief  of  die  moun- 
tains which  overhang  this  romantic 
solitude,  rises  on  the  S.  of  the  con- 
vent to  a  height  of  7000  ft  above 
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the  Talley,  and  10»690  ft  aboye  the 
sea-leveL  Its  principal  peak  ia  fire- 
qnenllj  aaoended,  bat  more  easily 
nt>m  the  inn  in  the  Eng'stlen-Thal 
(Bte.  33)  than  from  Ene^rg.  The 
first  hour  from  Engeloere  can  be 
accomplished  on  horses,  aner  which 
there  is  a  sharp  ascent  for  an  hour 
throngh  woods;  the  path  then  con- 
tinues over  pastures  which  gradually 
become  rocks  mixed  with  patches  of 
snow,  and  the  last  hour  is  over  a 
snowy  ridg^.  The  ascent  occupies  6 
or  7  hours.  It  is  covered  widi  a  cap 
of  snow  or  neve,  from  which  numerous 
avalanches  fall  in  spring. 

The  view  is  superb.  The  Susten- 
hom,  Galenstock,  Thierberge,  Fins- 
teraarhom,  Schreckhomer,  and  all  the 
mountains  of  the  Oberland  are  seen 
to  perfection.  The  position  of  the 
mountain  is  so  favourable  that  the  eye 
wanders  over  an  almost  countless 
number  of  peaks  and  glaciers. 

The  Fosses  of  ths  Storegg  and  of  the 
Javchli  (Bte.  19)  lead  by  the  Melch- 
thal  U>  Snrenen  in  5  and  6  hrs.  respec- 
tively. 

The  Pass  of  the  Joch  (see  Bte.  33) 

leads  from  Engelberg  to  Meyringen 

in  10  hrs. 

Engelbeig  to                       Hoan. 
Summit  of  Snrenen.     .    .    4 
AtUnsfaausen      .     .     .     .    3i 
Altorf k 


From  Engelberg  to  Altorf,  by  the 
Pass  of  the  Surenen,  is  a  walk  of  8 
hrs.  When  there  is  fresh  snow  on 
the  pass  9  or  10  hrs.  should  be  al- 
lowed. When  ladies  are  of  the  party 
it  is  better  taken  from  EnjB^elberg  than 
from  Altorf,  as  it  is  difiocult  to  hire 
good  mountain  horses  at  the  latter 
place.  The  footpath  reaches,  after 
about  3m.,  the  d&vry  belonging  to  the 
convent,  called  Herrenreuti,  where 
good  cheese  is  made :  50  Cowa  are 
attached  to  it ;  the  pastures  are  re- 
fr'eshed  by  more  than  20  springs 
rising  upon  them.  From  the  steep 
sides  01  the  Hahnenberfl;,  on  the 
"SJR^  a  beautifol  watenaJl  bursts 
forth,  called  Datschbach.  The  path 
norw  winds  round  the  base  of  a  pro- 
lec^ng  mountain,  beyond  which  the 
valley  makes  a  bend  in  a  N.E.  direc- 


tion, and,  following  the  course  of  the 
Aa  torrent  for  about  6  m.,  crosses  it, 
and  then  turns  nearly  due  E.  The 
Stierenbach,  the  principal  feeder  of 
the  Aa,  is  now  seen  descending  in 
a  pretty  cascade  into  the  deep  abyss. 
Half  an  hour's  walk  below  the  summit 
stand  a  few  chdlets,  and  beyond  them 
the  traveller  has  generally  to  traverse 
patches  of  snow,  to  the  sunmiit  of  the 
pass,  or  Surenen  Eck,  a  narrow  ridge 
7548  ft  above  the  sea,  not  more  than 
5  ft  wide,  between  the  Blakenstock 
on  the  1.  and  the  Geissbenf  on  the  rt 
During  the  greater  part  oi  the  ascent 
the  Titlis  smnes  forth  an  object  of  the 
greatest  magnificence,  and  a  long  line 
of  peaks  and  fflaciers  extends  from  it 
uninterruptedly  to  the  Surenen.  An- 
other view  now  opens  out  on  the  oppo- 
site side  iixto  the  vaUey  of  Schacnen, 
bounded  in  the  extreme  distance  by 
the  snowy  top  of  the  Glamisch  in 
canton  Giarus.  On  the  side  of  the 
Surenen,  l^ine  within  the  limits  of 
canton  Un,  the  surfeuse  of  snow  to 
be  crossed  is  often  greater,  and  the 
descent  is  steeper.  Traversing  the 
snow,  and  a  desolate  tract  covered 
with  broken  rocks  beyond,  the  cheLlets 
of  Waldnacht  are  passed*,  and  then, 
by  the  gorge  of  Boffhy,  the  path  is 
conducted  into  the  vaUey  of  the  Beuss, 
forking  off  on  the  rt  to  Erstfeld,  for 
thope  who  wish  to  ascend  the  St 
Gothard — and  on  the  L,  crossing  the 
Reuss,  to  Attinghausen,  for  those  who 
are  bound  to  Altorf. 

In  1799  a  division  of  the  French 
army,  under  Lecourbe,  crossed  this 
pass  with  cannon  to  attack  the  Aus- 
triaos  in  the  valley  of  the  Beuss,  but 
were  soon  driven  back  the  same  way 
by  the  impetuous  descent  of  Suwar- 
row  from  tne  St  Gothard. 

Altorf  (Rte.  34). 


ROUTE  32. 

PASS  OF  THE  8U8TBN,  FROM  MEYRINOF.X 
OR  REICHBNBACU  TO  WASEN. 

12  J  hrs.  11  hrs.'  fast  walking. 

In    1811,    when    the    Valais    was 
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Sect.  T. 


added  hj  Napoleon  to  the  French 
empire,  a  ohar-road  was  constructed 
from  Mejringen  to  Stein,  and  on  the 
side  of  canton  Uri  from  Wasen  to 
Femingen,  to  enable  the  inhabitants 
of  canton  Berne  to  conyey  their  pro- 
duce into  Italy  through  the  Swiss  ter- 
ritory. It  has  fallen  out  of  repair 
in  many  places,  and  can  only  be  re- 
garded as  a  bridle-path.  It  is  a  fine 
pass  ;  the  Gadmenthal  bein?  very 
grand,  in  parts  somewhat  luce  the 
Trosachs,  on  a  grander  scale.  Charge 
for  a  horse  30  fr.,  for  a  guide  10  fr.; 
but,  as  the  pass  is  much  frequented,  no 
guide  is  required  in  clear  weather.  It 
enables  a  stout  pedestrian  to  proceed 
in  one  long  day  from  Meyringen  to 
Wasen,  on  the  St.  Gothard,  but  the 
distance  is  almost  too  much,  and  it  is 
usual  to  stop  for  the  night  at  Stein. 
The  word  Sust  means  toll  or  cnstom- 
house,  whence  the  name. 

The  route  of  the  Grimsel  is  followed 
from  Meyringen  as  far  as  Im  Hof 
(Rte.  26),  where,  quitting  the  side  of 
the  Aar,  the  path  follows  the  course  of 
the  G^admen,  ascending  the  valley 
called,  at  its  lower  extremity,  Muhh- 
thal,  and  higher  up  Nessel-thal.  Here 
the  narrow  Trift-thal  opens  f^om  the 
S.,  widi  fine  glimpses  of  the  Triften- 
stock  and  gletscher,  up  which  lies  a 
glacier  pass  to  the  Grimsel  (Rte.  27  6). 
Beyona  this  the  valley  is  named  Gad- 
menthal. 

The  road  passes  through  a  fine 
g^ve  of  venerable  sycamores,  above 
which  the  TitUs  rises  superbly,  before 
you  reach  in  4^  hrs. 

Oadmm,  (/n»;  Bear,  shaded  by 
sycamores,  clean  and  tolerable.)  This 
village  of  550  Inhab.  is  3750  ft.  above 
the  sea-level,  and  is  composed  of  3 
distinct  groups  of  houses,  Eck,  Am- 
buhl,  ana  Ooermatt,  f  mile  higher 
up.  The  char-road  was  not  carried 
further  than  the  chftlets  of  Steinen, 
and  a  portion  of  it  was  destroyed  a 
few  years  ago  by  the  sudden  ad- 
vance of  the  glacier  of  Steinen,  which 
30  years  ago  was  more  than  a  mile 
distant  from  it,  descending  from  a  val- 
ley on  the  S.  The  appearance  of  the 
eiacier  is  remarkable,  as  it  assumes  a 
fan  shape  at  its  termination.    At  the 


foot  of  the  Steinen  glacier  is  a  clean 
little  Itm.  7  hrs.  are  required  firom 
Meyringen  to  Stein,  5^  descending  to 
Me3rringen.  From  hence  the  asoent 
of  the  Sustenhom  may  be  e£fected  in 
6  hrs.  The  height  is  11,5B0  Eng.  ft. 
From  the  inn  at  Stein  a  steep  asoent 
of  1^  hour  brings  the  traveller  to 

The  top  of  the  Susten  Pass,  7446  ft 
above  the  level  of  the  Mediterranean. 
The  view  is  very  fine ;  the  semited 
ridges,  and  the  many  pointed  peaks 
of  the  mountains  bounding  the  May- 
enthal,  dirough  which  the  descent 
lies,  especially  arrest  the  attention. 
There  is  always  some  snow  on  the 
£.  declivity  of  the  pass.  The  first 
chalets  are  met  with  on  the  Hunds- 
alp.  The  stream  of  the  Maven-Benss, 
issuing  out  of  the  Susten  glacier  (Tt,\ 
under  the  Susten  Horn,  is  crcM»ed 
several  times,  until  at  the  Hauser- 
briicke,  a  considerable  distance  below 
Femigen,  the  unfinished  char-road 
again  commences.  Near  Femigen  the 
deeply  ensulfed  and  foaming  Gnrez- 
mittlerbaeh  is  crossed.  Lower  down 
is  the  village  of  Mayen,  or  Meyen,  3 
hrs.  descending  from  the  topof  the  pass, 
where  there  is  an  Itm,  not  so  good  as 
those  at  Gadmen'or  Stein.  Most  of  Uie 
houses  in  this  valley  are  protected 
from  the  descending  avalanches  by  a 
stone  dyke,  or  well-propped  palisade 
of  wooa  raised  on  the  huf-side  behind 
them,  to  turn  away  the  falling  snow 
from  their  roo£s.  Near  the  jnnctioa 
of  the  valleys  of  the  Mayen  and  the 
Beuss  are  shattered  remains  of  an 
hexagonal  redoubt  (schaiueX  which 
was  fortified  by  the  Austrians  in 
1799,  and  stormed  and  taken  from 
them  by  the  French  under  Loison, 
who  forced  the  enemy  back  up  the 
vale  of  the  Beuss,  and,  alter  five  as- 
saults, made  himself  master  of  Wasen, 
an  important  point.  A  very  steep 
and  rough  roaa  leads  in  one  hoar  from 
Mayen  into  the  village  of 

Wasen,  on  the  St.  Gothard  (Rte. 
34).  Hours' Jast  walking/rom  Waseti  : 
5  to  the  Pass  ;  }  to  Stdn;  2  to  Gad* 
men;  2  to  Im  Hof;  1  to  Meyringen 
=  total,  10}  hours. 


SunteeHand. 


BOUTE  38. — JOCH  PAfiS. 


Ill 


ROUTE  33. 

TaB  JOCH  PASS,  7B0M  METBINaEN 
TO  ENQELBERa. 

Distance  about  10  hn.  This  pass, 
thougii  practicable  fbr  horses,  and  a 
good  deal  used,  is  hi^h  and  steep.  It 
is  a  fine  pass,  with  considerable 
variety  of  scenery,  commanding  bean- 
tiAil  views  of  the  Titlis.  As  for  as 
Im  Hof  it  18  the  ifome  as  Rte.  26. 

That  village  is  reached  in  1^  hr. 
firom   Meyringen.    The  road  of  the 
Sosten  is  followed  for  nearly  an  hour 
to  the  junction  of  the  torrent  from 
the  Gentel  Thai  with  the  Gadmen- 
bach.    A  rapid  ascent   follows,  till 
the  pastares  at  the  lower  extremity 
of  the  Gentel  Thai  are  reached,  in 
which  is  a  pure  spring,  verv  gratefal 
after  the  hot  ascent  from  Wyier.  From 
this  point  the  path  continues  on  the 
rk  bank  of  the  stream  on  a  very 
gradual  rise  for  1^  hour,  and  then 
croeaing  reaches  the  lower  pastures  of 
the  Engsilen  Alp,    Another  ascent  of 
1^  hr.  by  a  rough  path,  partly  through 
pine  forest,  leads  to  Migsteln  Alp  Inn 
(about  6100  ft),  capital  country  inn; 
civil  and  intelligent  landlord,  often 
overflowing  with  guests.    The  posi- 
tion is  a  very  fine  one,  and  the  views 
of  the  acyoining  ranee  of  the  Titlis, 
and  of  tne  Oberland  Alps,  magni* 
fieent.     Many   excursions    may    be 
made   from   hence,    but    the    most 
interesting  is  the  ascent  of  the  Titlis. 
(See  Bte.  31.)    From  this  convenient 
starting-point  it  is  not  very  fiitieu- 
ing,  and  has  been  accomplished  oy 
English  ladies.    A  practised  moun- 
taineer will  easily  reach  the  summit 
in  5  hrs.  and  return  in  3^,  but  it  is 
well  to  allow  ample  time  to  enjov  the 
view  from  the  top.  The  landlord  will 
find  good  and  cheap  guides.    Near  to 
die  Inn  is  a  remarkable  intermittent 
Spring^  called  WtmdsrbruiMm,  It  flows 
from  spring  to  autumn,  always  running 


from  8  A.JC.  to  about  4  p JC,  when  it 
ceases. 

[An  easy  and  beautifrd  pass  called 
the  S&ttli  (I4ttle  Saddle)  leads  hence 
in  4  hrs.  to  Gadmen  (}  hr.  extra  should 
be  allowed  by  those  coming  from 
Gadmen).  The  patii  skirts  the  rocks 
at  the  extremity  of  the  Engstlen  See, 
and  thence  ascends  gradually  to  the 
summit  (If  hr.);  the  view  hence  over 
the  Thierberge,  Triftenhom,  Susten- 
hom,  and  the  glaciers  is  very  fine. 
On  Uie  Gadmen  side  the  descent  is 
so  steep,  that  mules  would  be  unable 
to  pass,  but  they  could  go  the  whole  of 
the  reverse  way,  i,e,  from  Gadmen  to 
theEngstlenAIp.  The  downward  path 
takes  a  direction  to  the  1.  and  leads  to 
a  ^epherd's  hut  (|  hr.).  Here  2 
roads  diverge,  one  to  the  L  leads  to 
Obermatt  and  Stein  (Bte.  32),  the 
other,  to  the  rt,  to  Gadmen  and  Im 
Hof.  The  remainder  of  the  descent 
is  rather  less  steep  and  is  very  pic- 
turesque, passing  through  fir-w(K>ds 
and  over  open  fields  commanding 
beautiful  views  of  the  valley,  &c.] 


There  are  two  paths  down  to 
!Eng^bei]g, — ^the  horse-path,  scarcely 
marked,  k^ding  to  the  L  of  the  Trtib 
See;  the  other  and  shorter  one,  only 
practicable  on  foot,  continuing  along 
a  rid^  in  the  direction  of  Engelberg 
for  a  ^ort  distance,  and  then  descend- 
ing abruptly  on  the  rt  to  a  plain,  on 
which,  at  4  m.  on  the  left,  is  situated 
the  Triib  See,  fed  by  glaciers  desoend- 
ii^  from  the  Ochsenberg  on  the  rt. 
It  is  necessary  to  bear  away  to  the 
rt-hand  extremity  of  this  ]^lam,  where 
there  is  a  gap,  from  which  a  very 
rou^  and  precipitous  path,  called  the 
Pfaffenwand,  descends  /or  20  minutes 
over  grass,  and  afterwards  debris,  to 
the  pastures,  crossing  which  it  enters 
the  forest  for  i  hour,  and  shortly 
reaches 

Engelberg  (Rte.  31). 
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Sect  I. 


ROUTE  34. 

THE  PA88  OF  ST.  GOTHABD,  FBOM  FLU- 
ELEN,  ON  THE  LAKE  OF  LUCEBNE,  TO 
BELUNZONA. 

8^  posts  «=  76  miles. 

Swltt  posts.  Eng.  m. 

FUielen  to  Amsteg     .    .  I|  .  .10 

AmttegtoAndennait     .  1|  .  .  Ui 
AndemiAtt  to  St  Oothard 

Fmb li  .  .  11 

Bt.  Gothard  FkM  to  Airolo  |  .  .    8 

AirolotoFaido     .     .    .  l|  .  .  10 

FaidotoBodio      ...  1  .  •    9 

Bodio  to  BeUinxona    .    .  U  .  .  13i 


8* 


76 


These  are  the  true  distances :  some- 
what more  is  charged  bj  the  post- 
masters. 

Steamers  4  or  5  times  a  day  from 
Lucerne,  reaching  Fluelen,  and  thence 
diligences  (places  in  which  must  be 
secured  in  Lucerne  or  on  board  the 
steamer)  start  2  or  8  times  a  day  for 
Bellinsona  in  15  hrs.,  Milan  in  25. 
Bj  the  diligence  some  of  the  finest 
portions  of  ue  route  are  passed  in  the 
dark.  From  the  coup4,  which  contains 
3  places,  something  of  the  scenery 
may  be  seen ;  from  the  comer  places 
in  the  interior,  a  very  litUe;  from  the 
middle  places,  nothing  whatever.  A 
single  traveller  may  sometimes  induce 
the  amducteur  to  nve  him  his  place 
outside.  The  roaa  is  very  dusty,  so 
that  this  is  not  an  unmixed  advantage. 
There  is  no  hcmquette. 

The  innkeepers  on  both  sides  of  the 
pass  undertake  to  forward  travellers 
in  post  carriages,  and  witii  posthorses, 
for<«a  fixed  charge.     From  Fluelen 


or   Altorf  the   price  of  a  carriage 
and  2  post-horses  to  Hospenthal  is  30 
fr.,  to  Airolo  60,  to  Faido  75,  to  Bellin- 
zona  100,  to  Magadino  115,  to  Lugano 
125,  and  to  Como  150  fr.,  not  indimin^ 
the  pour-boire  of  2  fr.  to  the  postilion 
at  each  stage,  or  the  extra  horses  for 
crossing  the  mountain.    These  extras 
will  amount  to  about  25  fr.  more  for 
the  entire  journey.  It  will  save  trouble 
to  fix  the  entire  amount  before  start- 
ing, and  obtain  a  written  agreement 
from  the  inkeeper  to  be  uiown  at 
each  stage.    The  service  is  well  ap- 
pointed.     Lohnkutachers    or   vetttirmi 
abound  at  Fliielen,  and  some  of  them 
are  generally  on  board  the  steamers 
lookmg  out  for  custom.  They  perform 
the  whole  journey  to  Como  for  about 
250  fr.,  indudine  all  charges,  in  3 
days,  reaching  Como  on  the  3rd,  in 
time  for  the  last  rly.  train  for  Milan. 
It  is  well  to  have   this  last  point 
secured  in  a  written  ag^reement,  which 
should  also  stipulate  that  the  drivjer 
is  to  stop  at  the  inns  which  the  tra^ 
veller  may  select.  These  carriages  are 
more  comfortable  than  those  fiiniabed 
by  the  postmasters,  and  will  aocom- 
modate  6  persons. 

Pedestrians  should  drive  as  far  as 
Amsteg,  where  the  ascent  properly 
begins. 

On  this  pass  many  rare  minerals 
are  found,  and  may  be  purchased 
better  than  in  any  other  part  of 
Switzerland. 


This  was  anciently  perhaps  the 
most  frequented  passage  over  the 
Alps,  as  it  offered  tne  most  direct  and 
practicable  line  of  communication  be- 
tween Basle  and  Ziirich,  from  North- 
em  Switzerland  and  W.  Germany,  to 
liombardy,  and  the  important  ciues  of 
Milan  and  Genoa,  rfot  less  thui 
16,000  travellers  and  9000  horses 
crossed  it  annually  on  an  avwage, 
down  to  the  commencement  of  the 
present  century;  but  being  only  a 
bridle-path,  it  was  almost  entirely 
abandoned  after  the  construction  of 
the  carriage-roads  over  the  Simeon 
andBemardin.  The  cantons  of  Uri 
and     Tessin,    through    which    this 
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road  nms,  st  lenp^  became  suffi- 
ciently alive  to  their  own  interests  to 
perceiTe  the  necessity  of  conyerting  it 
into  a  carriage-road.  Inconsequence, 
in  1820  the  work  was  begun,  and  in 
1832  finally  completed  and  opened. 
The  expenses  were  defrayed  by  a 
joint-stock  company,  formed  in  Uri 
and  the  neighbouring  cantons.  The 
constmction  of  the  road  was  intrusted 
to  an  engineer  of  Altorf,  named 
Muller. 

At  present  the  road  is  excellent, 
not  inferior  in  its  construction  to  any 
other  of  the  great  Alpine  hie^hways. 
In  grandeur  <»  scenery,  especudly  on 
the  Swiss  side,  it  may  Tie  with  any 
Swiss  pass.  Its  points  of  chief  in- 
terest are  the  Gorge  of  the  Schellinen, 
Devil's  Bridge,  and  the  Italian  scenery 
of  rugged  mountun  and  rich  valleys. 

The  passage  is  usually  free  from 
snow  for  4  or  5  months  of  Ae  year ; 
and  in  the  depth  of  winter  carriages 
are  safely  transported  across  on  open 
sledges,  except  immediately  after  a 
snow-fftonn,  when  the  road  is  some- 
times blocked  up  for  a  week.  In  1 860, 
41,000  ft.  were  spent  in  keeping  the 
road  clear  of  snow.  It  is  stul  one  of 
the  best  routes  for  Italy. 

The  canton  of  Uri  and  the  valley 
of  the  Beuss  possess  an  historical 
celebrity,  aa  the  theatre  of  the  me- 
morable eampaign  of  1799,  when  the 
armies  of  the  three  nations  of  France, 
Austria,  and  Bussia,  dispossessing 
each  other  in  turns,  marched,  fought, 
and  manceuvred,  on  heights  whence 
the  snow  never  disappears,  and  pre- 
viously deemed  accessible  only  to 
goatherds  and  hunters.  In  the  month 
of  June,  in  the  aWve-named  year, 
the  Austriaas,  aided  by  the  natives  of 
Uri,  had  expelled  the  French  from 
the  valley.  Satisfied  with  the  pos- 
session of  it,  they  passed  nearly  2 
months  in  entire  inactivity,  when,  by 
a  combined  movement,  planned  by 
Massena,  they  were  attacked  at  all 
points  by  French  corps,  poured  in 
upon  them  from  the  lake  of  Lucerne, 
wnich  was  crossed  by  a  flotilla  of 
boats,  and  from  every  western  passage 
leacBng  over  the  Alps  and  into  the 
raDey  of  the  Beuss.   Xiccourbe  crossed 


the  Surenen,  Loison  the  Susten,  and 
Gudin,  with  a  large  force,  fought  his 
way  over  the  Grimsel  and  Furca, 
threatening  the  Austrians  in  front, 
in  flank,  and  in  the  rear.  In  an  en- 
gagement which  took  place  on  the 
14U1  of  August,  and  wnich  lasted  5 
hours,  they  were  driven  step  by  step 
up  the  vaUey,  as  far  as  Andermatt. 
Chi  the  two  following  days  the  French 
pursued  them  out  of  the  valley  of  the 
Beuss  into  the  Grisons  by  the  Ober- 
alp,  where  a  bloody  encounter  took 
place.  A  little  more  than  a  month 
after  this,  intelligence  was  brought 
to  Lecourbe,  the  French  commander, 
that  another  large  army  had  appeared 
at  thQ  S.  foot  of  the  St  Gothard. 
While  stiU  at  a  loss  to  imagine  to 
what  European  power  it  might  be- 
long, fresh  tidings  announced  that  it 
was  the  veteran  Suwarrow,  who,  at 
the  head  of  a  Bussian  army  of  18,000 
foot  and  5000  Cossack  horse,  had 
broken  up  from  his  encampment  in  the 
plains  of  liombardy,  and  now  began  to 
force  the  passage  of  the  St  Gothard. 
The  French  retired  slowly  but  stea- 
dily before  him  as  far  as  the  lake  of 
Lucerne,  where  Lecourbe,  after  re- 
moving all  the  boats  from  Fliielen, 
entrenched  himself  in  a  strong  posi- 
tion at  Seedor^  on  the  L  bank  oi  the 
Beuss.  Suwarrow,  whose  object  was 
to  unite  himself  with  the  Bussian 
army  before  Zurich,  of  the  defeat  of 
which  by  Massena  he  had  not  yet 
heard,  here  found  himself  without 
the  means  of  transporting  his  army, 
threatened  on  all  sides  by  enemies. 
He  took  little  time  to  consider,  but 
immediately  planned  and  executed 
his  wonderful  and  almost  incredible 
retreat  over  the  Kinsig  Kulm  and  into 
the  valley  of  Muotta;  and  though  con- 
stantly annoyed  by  the  French  in  his 
rear,  finally  conducted  his  army  into 
the  valley  of  the  Bhine,  with  a  loss  of 
3000  men,  of  whom  far  more  perished 
from  cold,  fiiitigue,  and  huneer,  than 
from  the  enemies'  bullets.  (See  Btes. 
73,  75.) 


J7u«/<?n— (Italian  i-Mwa— /ww:  Ad- 
ler,  Croix  Blanche,  both  opposite  the 
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Sect  I. 


steamboat  pi^) — ^the  port  of  canton 
(Jri,  at  the  S.  extremity  of  the  Uke  of 
the  Four  Cantons,  is  a  ^^lall  village  in  a 
not  very  healthy  situation*  The  ma- 
laria m>m  the  marshy  ground  pro- 
duced by  the  deposits  of  the  Beuss  at 
its  entrance  into  the  lake  has  been 
abated  by  means  of  works  undertaken 
on  a  large  scale  to  deepen  the  mouth 
of  the  Beuss,  and  thus  drain  the  upper 
country.  Cowoeyanoea  and  PoBt'horaes 
may  always  be  had  here. 

The  Steamer  touches  here  fire  times 
a  day  firom  Lucerne,  and  returns  after 
a  short  stay;  it  takes  carriages.  (See 
Rte.  18.)  A  pier,  idonffside  of  which 
the  steamers  are  moorec^  offers  a  con- 
venient landing*plaoe.  About  2  m. 
off  lies 

1|  m.  Altorf—Imw:  Adler,  good; 
SchlUssel  (Clef  d'Or),  civil  people; 
Bar;  Lowe;  S>one;  Aigle,goocL  This 
is  the  capital  of  the  canton  Uri, 
the  poorest  and  least  poijulous  in 
the  Confederation,  numbering   alto- 

g ether  only  13,500  souls:  it  is  a  dull, 
felessvillage  of  2426 Inhab.,  without 
trade  or  manu&ctures,  and  still  exhi- 
biting signs  of  the  conflagration  of 
1799,  wmch  reduced  the  larger  part 
of  it  to  ashes.  It  was  the  eany  home 
of  the  great  Guelph  fieunily,  and,  if 
credit  is  to  be  given  to  tradition,  it 
was  on  the  open  square  in  the  centre 
of  Altorf  that  William  Tell  shot  the 
apple  from  off  his  son*s  head.  The 
place  where  he  stood  to  take  aim 
IS  marked  by  a  plaster  statue  of  Tell  ( ! ), 
a  gift  of  the  riflemen  of  Zurich.  The 
lime-tree,  upon  which  Gessler's  cap 
was  stuck,  for  all  men  to  do  obeisance 
to  it  as  they  passed,  and  to  which  the 
child  was  bound,  to  serve  as  a  mark 
for  his  father's  bolt,  existed  a  withered 
trunk,  down  to  1567,  when  it  was  cut 
down  and  replaced  by  a  fountain. 

The  tall  Tower,  ornamented  with 
rude  frescoes,  representing  Tell  and 
Gessler,  has  been  stated  erroneously 
by  some  writers  to  occupy  the  site  of 
the  lime-tree;  but  it  is  proved  by  re- 
cords still  in  existence  to  have  Deen 
built  before  the  time  of  Tell. 

On  quitting  Altorf  the  road  crosses 
the  mouth  of  the  vale  of  Schachen, 


traversing,  bv  a  bridge,  the  stream  in 
which,  acooroing  to  tradition,  William 
Tell  lost  his  Hfe  (1350)  in  endea- 
Youring  to  rescue  a  child  from  the 
water&ll  of  BUrglen.  He  plunged  in, 
and  neither  he  nor  the  child  was  seen 
after.  Tell  was  a  native  of  the  Sehach- 
enthal,  having  been  bom  in  the  village 
of  Burglen  (/rni  and  Pension,  William 
Tell,  much  resorted  to,  in  a  delight- 
ful site),  a  Utile  to  the  L  of  our  road. 
The  small  Chapel^  backed  by  an  ivy- 
clad  tower,  rudely  painted  with  the 
events  of  his  life,  was  built  in  1522  on 
the  spot  where  his  house  stood,  near 
the  cnurchyard.  The  inhabitants  of 
this  valley  are  considered  the  finest 
race  of  men  in  Switzerland.  A  path 
runs  up  it,  and  across  the  Klausen 
Pass  (Bte.  76)  to  the  baths  of  Stach- 
elberg,  in  canton  Glarus,  and  another 
over  die  Kinzie  Kulm  (Bte.  75),  into 
the  Muotta  ThiO. 

On  the  L  bank  of  the  Beuss,  op- 
posite its  junction  with  the  Schachen, 
stands  Attinghausen,  the  birthnlace 
of  Walter  FSrst,  one  of  the  Uiree 
liberators  of  Switzerland:  his  house 
is  still  pointed  out.  Above  it  rise  the 
ruins  of  a  castle,  whose  baronial 
owners  became  extinct  in  1357,  when 
the  last  of  the  race  was  buried  in  his 
helmet  and  hauberk.    At 

BOttlingen,  3  nu  above  Altorf^  the 
parliament  (Landesgemeinde)  of  can- 
ton Uri  is  held  on  the  first  Sunday 
in  May,  to  settle  the  affairs  of  tbie 
state.    Every  male  citizen  above  the 
see  of  20,  except  a  priest,  haa  a  Tot«. 
'Ae  authorities  of  the   canton,    on 
horseback,  with  the  T^irnHftrnm^T^Ti  at 
their  h^ul,  preceded  by  a  detachment 
of  militia,  with  military  music,   and 
the  standard  of  the  canton  attended 
by    the    beadles    in    their  costume 
of  yellow  and  black,    and    by    two 
men  in  the  ancient   Swiss   ffarb    of 
the   same  colour,  bearing  aloft   the 
two  bull's  horns  of  Uri,  march   to 
the  snot  in  procession.    fSrom  ik  semi- 
circular hustings,  erected  for  the  pur- 
pose, the  business  of  the  day  is  pfnv 
claimed  to  the  assembled  crowd,  and 
the  different   speakers  deliver    their 
harangues,  after  which  the  quesUoA 
is  put  to  the  vote  by  show  of  hands. 


Switzerland, 
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When  tn  afiain  of  state  are  de- 
spatched, the  Tjandammami  and  other 
public  officers  resign,  and  are  either 
re-elected  or  others  are  chosen  in 
their  nlaoe.  It  is  possible  that  sltera- 
tions  iiaye  been  made  in  these  things, 
nnder  the  great  political  changes 
which  haye  recently  taken  place  in 
Switzerland. 

After  leaving  Altorf  the  road  nasses 
through  pretty  meadows  shaded  with 
fine  walnnt-trees  as  fiur  as  Amsteg. 
1.  rises  the  rocky  wall  of  the  Windgelle, 
a  continnation  of  the  Klariden-Grat, 
and  Scheerhom.  A  flat  surface  on 
the  precipice  returns  a  toty  distinct 
echo.  A  little  way  from  Kins,  a  vil- 
lage half-way  to  Amsteg,  the  wild 
defile  of  the  Surenen  opens  rt.  (Rte. 
31).  At  Kbis  the  road  approaches 
the  margin  of  the  Beuss,  and  beyond, 
at  the  hamlet  of  Silinen,  it  is  nartly 
cat  throngh  the  rock,  passes  mufer  the 
ruins  of  a  tower,  by  some  supposed  to 
be  the  castle  of  Zwing  Uri  (%straint 
of  UriX  the  construction  of  which  by 
the  tyrant  Gessler,  to  overawe  the 
peasants,  roused  the  suspicion  and  in- 
aignadon  of  the  Swiss;  so  that  it  was 
demolished  by  them  in  1308,  on  the  first 
oatbreak  of  the  revolt  against  Austria. 

8  4  m.  Amsteg  (Jfma :  *Croix  Blanche ; 
Hir8ch,good  country  inn;  Stem),  de- 
lightfully situated,  and  although  not  a 
post  station,  it  is  a  convenient  place  for 
those  to  stop  at  who  cross  the  lake  by 
the  afternoon  steamer  from  Lucerne. 
It  stands  at  the  mouth  of  the  Maderaner 
or  JCenteUn  Thai,  which  stretches  E. 
as  far  as  the  base  of  the  Clariden 
Grat,  a  valley  little  visited,  but  well 
worth  ezplonng;  abounding  in  water- 
falls ana  glaciers,  and  magnificent 
pine  forests.  [A  track  leads  to  JDisentis 
over  the  Kreuzli  Pass  (see  Rte.  83), 
and  an  ice-path  over  the  Clariden 
GrattoStachelberg;  S^hrs.  to  chalets 
of  Waldibalm  in  the  Maderaner  Thai, 
3|  hra.  up  a  Aunt  track  high  above  1. 
of  HQii  Glacier,  to  where  the  ice  is 
taken,  3^  h.  to  the  Grat ;  8  hours, 
iodu^ne  stoppages,  by  a  circuitous 
roate  (which  mi^t  be  shortened  by 
crossing  the  Grat  under  the  Catscha- 
rsnls  fuid  descending  by  the  Sand 


Fim),  to  Sand  Alp  ohftlets.  After 
this,  3  hrs.  to  Stacnelberg.  Guides, 
Gh.  Aylmer,  P.  Peru,  and  M.  Ander- 
matten. — Alp.  Jowm,^  iii.  134.  N.B. 
An  inn  is  opened  in  the  Maderaner 
Thai,  near  the  foot  of  the  Hiifi 
Glacier.3 

At  the  bridge  of  Amsteg  the  road 
first  crosses  the  Beuss  and  now  begins 
to  ascend,  having  on  the  L  hand 
the  river  below,  in  a  deep  channel, 
dashing  from  rock  to  rock  in  an 
almost  uninterrupted  cataract,  and 
above  the  huge  mass  of  the  BHsteu" 
stock,  rising  in  tiers  of  almost  per- 
pendicular precipices. 

Inteohu  A  second  bridge  carries  it 
back  to  the  rt.  bank  ;  ana,  after  tra- 
versing a  wood,  a  third,  called  Pfafien- 
spnmg  (priest's  leap),  from  a  fable 
of  a  monk  having  leaped  across  it  , 
with  a  maiden  in  his  arms,  brings  the 
traveller  to  the  torrent  Mayenbach, 
descending  from  the  Susten  Pass  (Bte. 
32),  which  joins  the  Beuss  imme- 
diately below. 

'8  m.  Wasen  (Inns:  H.  des  Alpes; 
Ochs,  fkir),  a  village  of  550  Inhab.,  on 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Beuss,  at  themoath 
of  the  Mayenthal.  Winding  from  side 
to  side,  the  road  slowly  toils  upward  to 

4m.  Odachenen,  where  a  narrow  valley 
opens  to  the  W.,  through  which  the 
torrent  of  the  Gdachenen  JReuss  descends 
from  the  glaciers  of  the  Galenstock. 
Here  the  main  valley  assumes  a 
more  savage  character,  contracting 
into  the  narrow  ravine  of  Schollinen, 
bounded  for  nearly  3  m.  by  impending 
clifEis  of  granite.  One  vast  fragment, 
skirted  by  the  road,  was  dropped 
here,  according  to  the  popular  legend, 
by  the  devil,  and  is  thence  <^ed 
Teiifelstein,  j^is  defile  is  a  scene  of 
desolation  and  awfril  grandeur;  the 
walls  of  rock  seem  almost  to  exclude 
the  light  of  day,  scarce  a  blade  of 
grass  is  to  be  seen,  and  nothing 
heard  but  the  wild  dashing  of  the 
Beuss  at  the  foot  of  the  precipice 
below  the  road,  from  which  hoarse 
sounds  this  part  of  the  valley  gets  the 
name  of  KrachenthaL  The  road 
hereabouts  is  much  exposed  in  spring 
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to  danger  from  avalanches.  Here  and 
there  niches  are  cut  in  the  rock  to 
shelter  passers,  and  a  part  of  the  road 
is  roofed  by  a  stone  gallery.  The  re- 
mains of  the  former  road  are  seen  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  valley.  The 
difficulties  of  the  ascent  are  next  over- 
come by  the  skill  of  the  engineer,  who 
has  constructed  a  series  of  complicated 
zigzag  terraces,  first  on  one  side  of  the 
Reuss  and  then  on  the  other,  by  means 
of  vrhich,  and  of  numerous  ori^ges, 
the  traveller  at  length  reaches 

The  DeviTs  Bridge,  situated  in  the 
midst  of  the  most  stem  but  magni- 
ficent scenery  of  the  whole  pass.  The 
Reuss  leaps  down  into  the  head  of  this 
savage  gorge  in  a  lofty  cataract,  and 
in  the  very  midst  of  its  din  and  spray. 
Very  precipitous  rocks  of  eranite, 
remarkable  for  the  stem  nakemiess  of 
their  surface,  hem  in  the  bed  of  the 
river  on  both  sides;  those  on  the  left 
bank  leaving  not  an.  inch  of  space  for 
the  sole  of  a  foot  at  their  base,  except 
what  has  been  hewn  out  of  it  by 
human  art.  For  ages  this  must  have 
been  a  complete  cul-de-sac,  until,  by 
human  ingenuity,  the  torrent  was 
bridged  and  the  rock  bored  throueh. 
The  old  bridfi;e,  a  thin  segment  of  a 
circle,  spanning  a  terrific  abyss,  had 
originally  an  air  at  once  of  boldness 
and  ftac^ility,  much  of  which  it  has 
lost  by  the  contrast  with  the  towering 
and  more  solid  structure  that  has  now 
entirely  superseded  it,  and  seems,  as  it 
were,  to  domineer  over  it  The  single 
arch  of  slight  masonry,  suspended  in 
the  air  at  a  height  of  70  ft.  above 
the  Reuss,  with  scarce  a  parapet  at 
the  side,  and  with  barely  oreadth  to 
allow  two  persons  to  pass,  almost 
seemed  to  tremble  with  the  rushing 
of  the  torrent  under  the  feet  of  the 
traveller.  Modem  improvements  have 
deprived  the  bridge  and  its  vicinity  of 
much  of  its  terror  and  sublimity.  A 
commodious  and  gradually  sloping  ter- 
race, hewn  out  ofthe  solid  rock  at  the 
foot  ofthe  precipice,  leads  to  the  broad 
and  massive  new  bridge,  which,  though 
nearer  to  the  fall  than  the  old,  may  be 
passed  without  the  slightest  emotion 
of  the  nerves,  thanks  to  its  solidity 


and  high  parapets.  It  is  of  flnranite; 
the  arch  25  ft.  span:  it  was  finished 
1830.  The  constraction  of  this  part 
of  the  road  presented  great  difficulties 
to  the  engineer  from  the  hardness  and 
smoothness  of  the  precipitous  rocks 
and  the  want  of  easy  access  to  them: 
indeed,  the  mines  necessary  for  blast- 
ing the  granite  could  only  be  formed 
by  workmen  suspended  by  ropes  from 
above,  and  dangling  in  the  air  like 
spiders  at  the  end  of  their  threads. 
The  ancient  bridge  was  first  founded 
by  Abbot  Gerald,  of  Einsiedeln,  in 
1118,  so  that,  in  the  naming  of  it,  the 
devil  has  received  more  than  his  due: 
it  has  been  allowed  to  remain  beneath 
the  new  bridge,  though  no  loneer  of 
any  use.  During  the  extraor£nary 
campaign  of  1799,  the  Devil's  Bridge 
and  the  defile  of  the  Schellinen  were 
twice  obstinately  contested  within  the 
space  of  little  more  than  a  month.  On 
tne  14th  of  August  the  united  French 
column,  under  liCcourbe  and  Loison, 
having  surprised  the  Austriana,  drove 
them  up  the  valley  of  the  Reuss,  ss 
£Eur  as  this  bridge,  which,  having  been 
converted  into  an  entrenched  position, 
was  defended  by  them  for  some  time. 
The  ancient  Devil's  Bridge  was  ap- 
proached from  the  lower  part  of  the 
valley  by  a  terrace  abuttmg  a|^n>t 
the  precipice,  interrupted  in  one  place 
by  a  chasm.  The  road  was  continued 
over  this  upon  an  arch  of  masonry 
which  ftupported  a  sort  of  cause- 
way. At  last  even  this  was  car- 
ried by  the  French,  who,  in  their  im- 
petuous pursuit,  followeid  their  ene- 
mies across  this  arch.  In  a  momeot, 
while  a  crowd  of  combatants  were 
upon  it,  it  was  blown  into  the  air,  and 
hundreds  were  precipitated  into  the 
abyss  below.  During  the  ni^bt  the 
Austrians,  alarmed  by  the  appearance 
of  another  French  force  in  tn^r  rear, 
evacuated  altogether  the  valley  of  the 
Reuss.  On  the  24th  of  the  following 
September  the  tide  of  war  took  an 
opposite  turn.  Suwarrow,  pouring 
down  tmm  the  summit  of  the  St. 
Gothard,  at  the  head  of  5000  horse 
and  18,000  foot,  compelled  the  French, 
in  their  turn,  to  retire  before  him. 
The  progress  of  the  Russians  was  ar- 
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rested  here  for  a  short  time,  as  they 
found  the  road  broken  np,  the  Umer- 
loch  filled  with  rocks,  and  the  passage 
down  the  yalley  interrupted  dy  the 
gap   in   the   causeway    oeyona   the 
bridge,  caused  by  the  blowing  up  of 
the  arch.    A  murderous  fire  from  the 
l^Vench    swept    away    all    who    ap- 
proached the  edge  of  the  chasm ;  but 
the  Russian  ooliunns,  eager  for  ad- 
vance, by  their  pressure  pushed  the 
foremoet  ranks  into  the  foaming  Beuss. 
The  impediments  in  the  road  were 
soon   remoYed;    an  extemporaneous 
arch    was    constructed    by    binding 
tognether  hftamn  of  wood  with  officers 
scarfs ;    and  oyer   this  the  Bussian 
army  passed,  pursuing  the  enemy  as 
far  as  Altdorf.  This  is  the  picturesque 
version  of  these  actions  in  some  modem 
histories ;  the  truth,  howeyer,  seems 
to  be  that  the  bridge  (as  its  yenerable 
appearance  testifies)  was  not  blown 
up,  but  that  one  of  the  arches  leading 
to  it  was  destroyed ;  and  the  Aus* 
trians  took  up  so  strong  a  position, 
that  the  French  were  unable  to  force 
the  pass,  and  waited  Jt  day  or  two  till 
they  bad  sent  troops  oyer  the  moun- 
tains, threatening  the  flanks  and  rear 
of  the  Attstrians,  who  then  retreated. 
Nearly   the  same  thing  took   place 
when  the  Russians  advanced  ;  in  fact, 
these  nasses  were   never   fbrced   if 
tolerably  defended,  but  the  attacking 
party  were  always  obliged  to  avau 
themselyes  of  their  superior  numbers 
and    turn  the  passes,  coming  down 
upon  the  flanks  and  rear  of  the  enemy 
(see  Rte.  26).    For  correct  accounts 
of  the  extraordinary  actions  among 
these    mountains^    only  Jomini,  the 
military  historian,  can  be  relied  on. 

Xmmediatelj^  above,  after  passing 
the  DeyH's  Bridge,  the  road  is  carried 
through  a  tunnel,  bored  for  160  feet 
throog^h  ihe  solid  rock,  called 

2|  in.  Umerloch,  or  ffole  of  Uru 
It  18  180  ft  long,  15  ft  hi^h,  and 
16  ft.  broad.  Previous  to  its  con- 
stmctioii,  in  1707,  the  only  mode  of 
^msaang  the  buttress  of  rock  which 
here  prcgeots  into  the  river,  so 
as  to  ^leny  all  passage,  was  by  a 
bridge*  or  shdf  ot  boards,  suspended 
on  £e  outside  by  chains  from  above. 


By  means  of  this  the  traveller  doubled, 
as  it  were,  the  shoulder  of  the  moun- 
tain, enveloped  in  the  spray  of  the 
torrent,  witlun  a  few  feet  of  which  the 
frail  structure  was  hung.  The  Qallery 
of  Uri  was  originally  constructed  by 
a  Swiss  engineer  named  Moretini ;  but 
was  only  passable  for  mules,  until,  in 
reconstructing  the  St  Gothard  road, 
it  was  enlarged  to  admit  carriages. 

Out  of  this  gallery  the  traveller 
emerges  into  the  wioe  basin-shaped 
pastoral  valley  of  Urseren,  which,  in 
contrast  with  the  savage  gorge  of 
Schellinen,  and  from  the  suddenness 
of  the  transition,  has  obtained  from 
most  travellers  the  praise  of  beauty 
and  fertility.  Taken  by  itself,  how- 
ever, it  has  little  but  its  verdure  to 
recommend  it:  owing  to  its  great 
height,  4356  ft  above  uie  sea,  scarcely 
any  trees  grow  in  it,  and  the  inha- 
bitants supply  themselves  with  com 
for  bread  from  more  fortunate  lands. 
The  lower  part  of  it  was  probably 
once  a  lake,  until  a  passage  was 
opened  for  the  Reuss  through  the 
rocks    of  Schellinen.     It  was    ori- 

S'nally  colonised,  it  is  supposed,  by 
iC  Rhsetians.  The  usual  entrance  to 
it  was  by  the  pass  of  the  Oberalp. 
Its  inhabitants  spoke  the  language 
of  the  Orisons,  and  the  valley  was  a 
dependence  of  the  abbot  of  Disentis. 
Down  to  the  14th  century  it  remained 
closed  up  at  its  lower  extremity,  and 
had  no  oirect  communication  with  the 
lower  vall^  of  the  Reuss.  About 
that  time,  however,  a  path  seems  to 
have  been  opened ;  and  the  men  of 
Urseren,  allying  themselves  with  those 
of  Uri,  threw  off  the  yoke  of  their 
former  feudal  lords.  A  mile  from  Uie 
gallery  of  Uri  lies 

1  m.  Andermatt^  or  Urseren  (Ital.  Or- 
terd) — (/nfu.-  Drei  Konige  (Poste)  ; 
H.  du  St  Gothard,  especitOly  good  and 
moderate,  Dr.  Christin  is  the  host). 
It  is  a  village  of  600  Inhab.,  and 
Uie  chief  place  of  the  vaUey,  4450 
feet  above  the  sea-level;  20  min. 
walk  from  the  Devil's  Bridge.  The 
honey  and  cheese  made  on  the  sur- 
rounding pastures  are  excellent;  and 
the  red  trout  of  the  Oberalp  See 
enjoy  the  reputation,   with   hungry 
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travellers,  of  being  the  finest  in  the 
world.  They  are  at  least  an  excellent 
dish,  either  at  breakfast  or  dinner.  The 
Church  of  St.  Oolumbanus  is  said  to  have 
been  built  by  the  Lombards.  On  the 
slope  of  the  mountain  of  St  Anne, 
which  is  surmounted  by  a  glacier, 
above  the  village,  are  the  scanty  re- 
mains of  a  forest,  the  last  relic  of  that 
which  perhaps  at  one  time  clothed  the 
sides  or  the  valley  entirely.  **  It  is  of  a 
triangular  form,  with  one  of  its  aneles 
pointed  upwards ;  and  is  so  placed  as 
not  only  to  break  the  fiiU  of  heavy 
bodies  of  snow,  but  to  divide  the 
masses,  throwing  them  off  on  its  two 
sides.  It  is  now  a  slight  and  seem- 
ingly a  perishable  defence."  The  im- 
providence of  the  inhabitants,  at  an 
early  period,  had  reduced  it  to  a 
small  grove,  which  those  of  later 
times  had  learned  to  value  for  the  pro- 
tection it  afforded  to  their  dwellmgs 
from  falling  avalanches.  They  there- 
fore guarded  it  with  the  utmost  care, 
abstaming  from  cutting  down  a  stem 
of  it ;  but,  in  1799,  foreign  invaders, 
reckless  of  the  consequences,  felled  a 
ffreat  part  of  it,  and  consumed  it  for 
nrewood,  or  to  repair  the  Devil's 
Bridge. 

A  carriage-road  stretches  up  the 
steep  later^  valley  behind  Ander- 
matt,  across  the  Oberalp  to  Disentis, 
on  the  Rhine,  and  Coire,  in  the 
Grisons.  (Bte.  82.) 

The  vale  of  XJrseren  is  about  9  ul 
lon^,  and  nearly  1  broad.  It  contains 
4  vula^s,  and  1360  Inhab.,  who  gain 
a  subsistence  by  rearing  cattle  and 
keeping  dairies,  and  by  forwarding 
the  transit  of  goods  across  the  St 
Oothard,for  which  purpose  300  horses 
are  kept  in  it.    At  Andermatt,  Hos- 

Sital,  and  Airolo,  are  many  mineral- 
ealers,  from  whom  specimens  may 
be  purchased  of  the  numerous  rare 
and  valuable  minerals  with  which 
the  range  of  the  St.  Gothard  abounds. 
The  variety  of  species  is  surprising, 
and  the  cabinet  of  the  mineralogist 
derives  some  of  the  rarest  substances 
from  these  Alps. 

On  the  1.  of^the  road,  in  going  to 
Hdpital,  two  rude  stone  pil£rs  may 
be,  or  lately  might  have  been,  seen ; 


they  are  the  jxjience  or  gaUows  be- 
longing to  Andermatt,  £iting  firom 
the  time  when  the  yalley  of  Urseren 
was  an  independent  state,  and  An- 
dermatt, the  chief  place  in  it,  enjoved 
the  right  of  criminal  jurisdiction, 
now  removed  to  Altdorf.  The  posses- 
sion of  a  gallows,  and  the  right  of 
hanging  criminals  thereon,  was  an 
obiect  of  pride  in  ancient  times.  Such 
reucs  were  once  found  throughout 
Switzerland:  they  seem  everywhere 
to  have  been  preserved  almost  with 
veneration,  and  were  kept  in  constant 
repair,  though  destined  never  more 
to  be  used. 

2  m.  above  Andermatt  is 

Hosperithai^  or  Hdpital— Inm :  *Mct- 
erho^  excellent;  pension  during  toe 
summer ;  guides,  horses,  and  camae«s 
found  here; — Goldener  Lowe  (Golden 
Lio|i),  very  good.  Excellent  honey 
and  trout,  and  horses  and  good  car- 
riages.i^  Though  not  a  post-station, 
this  is  a  preferable  stopping  place  to 
Andermatt      ^ 

Hospenthal  ftoeives  its  name  from 
an  hospice  which  no  longer  exists. 
Above  the  village  rises  a  yen«rable 
tower,  said  to  be,  like  the  church  of 
Andermatt,  a  work  of  the  Liombards. 

[The  carriage-road  over  the  Fores 
(Rte.  26^  leads  hence  to  the  glacis' 
of  the  Rhone,  and  the  hospice  of  tbo 
GrimseL  It  is  a  continuation  of  ihf 
road  over  the  Oberalp  to  Disentxs.] 

The  St  Gothard  road  now  quits 
the  valley  of  Urseren,  and,  folloBiog 
the  course  of  the  Reuss,  b^ins  to 
ascend  by  numerous  sifsags  to  thi 
summit  of  the  St  GoSiard,  whrh 
may  be  reached  in  about  2^  hoor^ 
from  Hospenthal,  walking. 

Under  the  name  of  St  Gothard  are 
comprised,  not  merely  the  depres^cou 
or  col,  over  which  the  road  passes,  bni 
a  group  or  clump  of  mountains,  all 
exceeding  in  elevation  the  snow-hne. 
situated  oetween  the  cantons  of  Uri. 
Yalais,  Ticino,  and  Grisons;  and  con- 
taining the  sources  of  the  Rhine,  the 
Rhone,  the  Reuss,  and  the  Ticino,  all 
of  which,  withinnnmerabie  tribntanei^ 
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rise  within  a  circle  of  10  miles,  de- 
scried from  the  sommit  t>f  the  Pass. 

The  riyer  Beuss  may  be  said  to  fall, 
rather  than  flow,  into  the  lake  of  the 
Four  Cantons.  Between  Ursercn  and 
Fliielen  it  descends  3000  feet,  and  be- 
tween Urseren  and  the  top  of  the  Pass 
3000  more,  forming  a  succession  of  cata- 
racts. Near  the  summit  of  the  Pass, 
the  road  crosses  it  for  the  last  time  by 
the  bridge  of  Rodunt,  which  marks 
the  boundary  of  the  cantons  Uri  and 
Ticino.  The  source  of  the  Beuss  is 
in  the  small  lake  of  Lucendro,  a  short 
distance  on  the  right  of  the  road. 
The  summit  of  the  Pass  (6808  feet 
above  the  sea)  is  a  valley,  or  saddle- 
shaped  depression,  in  the  great  sranite 
ridge  of  the  central  chain,  orenooked 
by  snow-clad  peaks  varying  between 
8000  and  10,000  feet  in  height  It  is 
a  scene  of  the  most  complete  sterility 
and  desolation:  the  road  winds ynong 
several  other  small  lakes  or  ^nds, 
aome  of  which  flow  N.,  bufc  the  greater 
part  are  feeders  of  the  Ticino,  on  ihe 
S.  side  of  the  Pass.  They  may,  in- 
deed, be  regarded  al  the  head-waters 
cff  that  river,  which  gives  its  name  to 
the  canton  Tessin,  or  Ticino.  A  few 
minntea'  walk  below  the  summit  is 
the  Post-house,  and  close  to  it  the 

9  m.  Hospice,  a  massive  and  roomy 
building,  constructed  at  the  expense 
of  the  canton  Ticino,  which  has  also 
caused  several  houses  of  refuge  to 
be  built,  is  designed  for' the  accom- 
modation of  travellers,  being  fitted 
up    roughly   as    an   inn,    containing 
15    beds,  under  the  management  of 
a    priest.    Attached  to  it  are  ware- 
houses   for   goods.     From    Oct.    1, 
I860,  to  Oct  1,  1861, 14,693  poor  tra- 
rellera  were  entertained  at  the  hospice 
at  a  cost  of  12,066  fir.   A  very  humble 
hospiee  and  a  chapel  have   existed 
on  ibis  spot  ever  since  the  13th  cen- 
tnry,  owing  their  origin  to  the  Abbot 
of  XMsentis,  who  stationed  a  monk 
here   to  minister  to  the  spiritual  as 
well  as  physical  wants  of  distressed 
travellers.    In  the  17th  century  St 
Carlo    Borromeo  suggested  the  con- 
f^roction  of  a  hospice  on  a  larger 
s^le,  vrhich,  after  his  death,  was  exe- 


cuted by  his  brother.  This  building 
was  swept  away  in  1 775  by  an  ava- 
lanche :  another,  which  succeeded  it, 
was  gutted  by  the  French,  while  en- 
camped on  this  spot  in  1799-1800,  and 
every  particle  oi  wood  burnt  as  fuel. 
This  older  hospice,  however,  is  still 
kept  up.  It  was  until  lately  the  only 
house  for  the  recKsntion  of  travellers 
on  the  summit  Tnere  is  an  Inn,  of 
a  humble  kind,  close  to  the  road. 

The  passage  in  winter  and  spring  is 
by  no  means  firee  from  dan^r:  the 
snow  is  sometimes  heaped  up  m  drifts 
40  feet  high  on  the  summit,  and  the 
descent  towards  Airolo  is  much  ex- 

{>osed  at  times  to  tourmentes  and  ava- 
anches  (§  17).  Although  communi- 
cation across  the  pass  is  seldom  in- 
terrupted for  more  than  a  day  or 
two  at  a  time,  ladies  or  debcate 
persons  should  not  attempt  the  pas- 
sage except  during  the  summer  or 
autumn.  A  year  seldom  passes  with- 
out the  loss  of  3  or  4  uves,  and  at 
times  melancholy  catastrophes  have 
occurred.  The  spot  called  Buco  dei 
Calanchetti  is  so  named  firom  a  party 
of  glaziers  firom  the  Yal  Calanca, 
who,  persisting  in  pushing  on  from 
the  hospice,  in  sjnte  of  the  warnings 
of  the  inmates,  were  buried  here  be- 
neath the  snow.  In  1478  an  avalanche 
swept  away  a  troop  of  60  Swiss  sol- 
diers ;  in  1624  another,  which  fell 
from  the  Cassadra,  buried  300  per- 
sons ;  and  one  in  1814  overwhelmed 
40  horses  laden  with  goods.  The 
new  line  of  road  is  carri^  as  much  as 

Sossible  out  of  the  course  of  these 
angers,  and,  though  it  is  unprotected 
by  any  covered  galleries,  accidents  of 
this  kmd  are  more  rare. 

The  descent  towards  Italy  displays 
much  skilful  engineering;  and  tne 
difficulties  of  a  slope,  mucn  steeper  on 
Uiis  side  than  on  tne  other,  h&ve  been 
overcome  by  a  series  of  28  zigzag 
terraces  not  exceeded  in  numbers  and 
tortuous  direction  on  any  other  Alpine 

Eass.  They  begin  a  little  beyond  the 
ospice,  and  continue  nearly  all  the 
way  to  Airolo.  The  turnings  are  less 
sharp  than  on  many  other  passes ; 
and  a  carriage  drawn  oy  horses  accus- 
tomed to  the  work  may  trot  down  at 


120 


ROUTE  34. — AIBOLO.      DAZIO  GRANDE. 


Sect.  I. 


a  quick  pace.  Near  the  uppermost 
zigzag  the  words  Swoarrow  Victor^  in 
large  letters  on  the  face  of  the  rock, 
record  the  success  of  the  Russians  in 
graining  the  Pass  from  the  French  in 
1799.  It  was  on  this  ascent  that  the 
Russian  grenadiers  were  for  some 
time  arrested  by  tiie  fire  of  the  French 
riflemen  posted  behind  rocks  and 
trees.  The  aged  Suwarrow,  indignant 
at  being  foiled  for  the  first  time  in  his 
life,  caused  a  grave  to  be  dug,  and, 
lying  down  in  it,  declared  his  reso- 
lution to  be  buried  on  the  spot  where 
"  his  children  '*  had  been  repulsed. 
This  appeal  was  responded  to  by  his 
soldiers  with  warmth,  and,  when  he 
once  more  put  himself  at  their  head, 
they  droye  the  republicans  from  their 
position.  The  g^uUy  down  which  the 
road  passes  is  caued  Vol  Tremola 
(Germ.  Triimmehi  Thai),  Trembling 
Valley,  from  its  supposed  efiect  on 
the  nerves  of  those  who  passed  it. 
Since  the  new  road  has  been  made,  its 
terrors,  whatever  they  were  previously, 
have  been  much  softened.  It  is,  how- 
ever, exposed  to  some  danger  from 
avalanches  in  spring.  A  very  pretty 
mineral,  named  from  this  locality, 
where  it  was  first  found,  Tremolite, 
abounds  in  the  rock  of  the  valley,  and 
specimens  of  it  occur  even  in  the  walls 
and  loose  stones  at  the  road-side. 
The  old  road  lay  along  the  1.  bank  of 
the  Ticino  ;  the  new  keeps  on  the  rt. 
side  of  it,  and  before  reaching  Airolo 
makes  many  wide  sweeps  along  the 
flank  of  the  mountain,  up  into  the 
Val  Bedretto,  traversing  the  forest  of 
Fiotella,  where  the  slate  rocks  are  full 
of  crystals  of  garnet  The  view  up 
and  down  the  vale  of  the  Ticino  and 
over  the  mountains  on  the  opposite 
side  of  it  is  extremely  fine. 

8  m.  Airolo  (Geifm.  ErieU) — Inns : 
Post,  best;  Tre  Re,  good.  Airolo  lies 
on  the  L  bank  of  the  Tessin,  near 
the  junction  of  the  branch  flowing 
out  of  the  Val  Bedretto  with  that 
rising  on  the  St  Gothard.  It  is  3871 
feet  above  the  sea-level,  and  its  inha- 
bitants, both  in  habit  and  language, 
are  Italian.  The  situation  at  the  foot 
of  St  Gothard,  and  the  consequent 


transit  of  travellers  and  goods,  are  its 
chief  sources  of  prosperity.  It  pos- 
sesses a  relic  of  antiquity:  the  stump 
of  a  tower  called  //  Caaielh,  and  Cajsa 
dei  Paeani,  built,  it  is  said,  by  Desi- 
derius  Sang  of  the  Lombards,  a.d.  774. 
The  Lombard  kings  constructed  a  line 
of  similar  forts  from  this  all  the  way  to 
Como,  many  of  which  will  be  passed  by 
the  traveller  in  descending  the  vallejr- 

The  summit  of  the  Pass  may  be 
reached  from  Airolo  by  a  light  cartiagp 
in  2^  or  3  hrs. ;  a  leader  must  be  taken 
up  to  the  Hospice  =s  1^  post  is 
charged ;  by  means  of  the  old  road 
and  short  cuts  a  pedestrian  may 
ascend,  and  even  descend,  in  less  tim9 
than  a  carriage. 

[Several  mule-paths  meet  at  Ai- 
rolo. 1.  Up  the  Val  Bedretto  to  the 
Niifenen  Pass  (Rte.  63):  2.  By  the 
Uomo  Pass  into  the  Grisons  (Rte.  84): 
3.  Into  the  Val  Formazza  by  Hospital 
all'Acqua  (see  Rte.  62):  4.  A  sum- 
mer path,  and  difficult,  ascending  by 
the  N.W.  side  of  the  Val  Canaria,  past 
the  beautiful  waterfall  of  Calcaccia  (?), 
and  over  the  Nera  Pass  to  Andermatt. 
The  head  of  the  Val  Canaria  is  occu- 
pied by  a  small  lake;  the  scenery  15 
wild  and  rugged;  and  the  pass,  over 
which  there  is  no  defined  track,  is 
both  steep  and  difficult] 

At  the  mouth  of  the  picturesque 
glen  of  Stalvedro  is  a  Xjomoard  tower 
of  King  Desiderius,  near  Quinto. 
This  pass  was  defended  Sept  1799,  by 
a  boay  of  600  French,  against  30<Xt 
grenadiers  of  Suwarrow's  army  for 
12  hrs.,  after  which  they  effiected  their 
retreat  over  the  Niifenen  into  the 
Valais.  The  part  of  the  valley  of 
the  Ticino  traversed  by  the  road  £rom 
this  to  Biasca  is  called  VcU  LeveiUwi 
— Lininen  Thai  in  Germ.  A  few  mil^s 
lower  down  the  river  threads  another 
defile,  named  after  a  toU-house  within  it 

Dazio  Grande^ — a  rent  in  the  Monte 
Piottino  (Platifer),  nearly  a  mile  long, 
and  one  of  the  most  picturesque  scenes 
on  the  whole  route.  The  old  carriagt^ 
road  threaded  the  depths  of  the  gorge, 
supported  for  a  g^eat  part  of  the  vi^y 
on  arches  and  terraces,  and  crossin)^ 
the  river  thrice  on  bridges.  During 
the  storms  of  1834  and  of  1839,  the 
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swoQen  Ticino  swept  awajr  nearly  the 
whole  of  these  costly  constructions. 
A  new  line  is  now  constructed  at  a 
higher  level  above  the  river,  out  of  the 
reach  of  inundations,  to  replace  that 
which  has  been  destroyed ; — a  proof 
of  the  immense  difficulty  of  maintain- 
ing a  road  over  the  Alps.  The  descent 
is  less  rapid  than  the  old  line ;  it  passes 
•'•  short  tunnels.  On  emerging  from 
the  last  of  these  a  waterfall  is  seen  on 
the  rt.  resembling  that  (now  d<^funct) 
of  the  Pelerins  near  Chamouni, —  a 
shoot  of  water  projected  forwards  and 
upwards. 

Chestnut-trees  first  appear  soon 
after  quitting  the  defile  of  Dazio,  and 
vines  are  cultivated  at 

Faido  —  {Trms :  Angelo,  good  ; — 
Sole) — the  principal  place  in  the  val- 
ley, a  small  town  of  615  Inhab. 

'There  is  a  pretty  waterfall  of  the 
Pivaneffna  opposite  Faido,  worth  visit- 
ing, especially  the  upper  fall,  a  short 
w^  from  the  inn. 

A  revolt  of  the  people  of  the  Yal 
Leventina,  in  1755,  against  their  ty- 
rannical lords  and  masters  the  cow- 
herds of  Uri,  to  whom  they  had  been 
subject  since  the   15th  century,  was 
terminated  on  this  spot  by  the  execu- 
tion of  the  ringleaders,  whose  heads 
were  fastened  to  the  trunks  of  the 
chestnut-trees,  in     the    presence    of 
:>f\QO  men  of  the  valley.    The  troops 
of  the  Confederation  had  previously 
surrounded    and    disarmed   this    ill- 
starred  band  of  rebels,  and  afterwards 
compelled  them,  on  bended  knees,  to 
sue  for  mercy.  The  revolt  was,  perhaps, 
not  to  be  justified  ;  but  one  thing  at 
least  is  certain,  that  the  freedom  which 
had  been  the  boast  of  the  Swiss  repub- 
licans was,  down  to  the  end  of  the  last 
centuiT,  denied  by  them  to  the  states 
dependent  on  them,  who  groaned  under 
a  bondage  more  intolerable  than  that 
of  an  J  monarchical  despotism! 

A  footpath  runs  from  Faido  over 
the  r*akmanier  ^Rte.  85}  to  Disentis. 
Through  a  highly  cultivated  tract 
the  road  reaches  another  fine  defile 
full  of  chestnut-trees. 

Qiornico  (Germ.  Irnis :  /mu,  H.  du 
Cer^    clean;    La  Corona,  dirty),   a 


village  of  700  Inhab.  A  high  tower: 
the  Ch.  of  Santa  Maria  di  Castello, 
whose  substructure  is  said  to  exhi- 
bit traces  of  a  fort,  attributed  to 
the  Gauls  (?);  and  the  Ch.  of  San 
Nicholas  da  Mira,  regarded  by  the 
vulgar  as  originally  a  neathen  temple. 
The  architecture  is  of  the  rudest  Ro- 
manesque style,  and  the  £.  end  offers 
an  unaltered  specimen  of  the  choir 
raised  upon  substructions  that  can 
hardly  be  called  a  crypt.  Both 
these  churches  are  certainly  examples 
of  the  earliest  form  of  Christian  build- 
ings, and  highly  deserve  the  atten- 
tion of  the  architect  and  antiquary. 
The  mimber  and  height  of  the 
church-towers  on  the  side  of  the 
Alps,  even  on  spots  where  wealth 
and  population  appear  most  scanty, 
are  among  the  most  striking  features 
of  this  country.  Instead  of  being  sur- 
mounted by  spires,  as  in  the  Bomaii 
Catholic  valleys  of  the  neighbouring 
Grisons,  they  are  here  piled  story  upon 
^  story  in  the  Italian  fiisnion,  sometimes 
reaching  even  to  an  eighth  tier,  and 
ending  m  a  ridge  roof. 
Hamvay  to 

Bodio  (Inn :  Post),  a  heap  of  large 
rocks  (Sassi  Grossi)  serves  as  a  monu- 
ment of  the  victory  gained  here  in  1478 
over  the  Milanese  by  the  Swiss,  who 
had  made  aforay  across  the  St  Gothard 
as  far  as  Bellinzona,  under  pretext  of 
redressing  the  ii\jury  done  by  the 
Milanese,  in  having  felled  some  trees 
belonging  to  canton  Uri.  The  winter 
had  set  in  with  severity,  and  the  main 
body  of  the  SmHIss  had  returned  across 
the  pass  with  their  plunder,  leaving 
behind  only  about  600  men  under 
Captains  Stranga  of  Giornico,  and 
Troger  of  Uri.  The  Milanese,  1 5,000 
strong,  pressed  forward  to  expel  the 
highlana  invaders,  who,  resorting  to 
stratagem  to  counteract  the  prepon- 
derance of  numbers,  laid  the  flat  land 
in  this  part  of  the  valley  uuder  water, 
and,  placing  themselves  behind  it, 
awaited  their  enemies  at  the  foot  of 
some  rocks.  In  the  course  of  the 
night  the  water  froze  hard,  and  next 
morning,  while  the  advance  of  the 
Italians  across  the  ice  was  naturally 
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slow  and  faltering,  the  Swiss,  accus- 
tomed to  cross  tneir  native  glaciers, 
rushed  down  upon  them  in  a  furions 
charge,  and  at  once  pat  them  to  the 
rout.  Their  confosion  was  increased 
by  vast  masses  of  rock  hurled  firom 
the  cliffs  above  by  parties  stationed 
for  the  purpose,  and  the  slaughter  was 
enormous.  According  to  some  accounts 
1400,  according  to  others  4000,  of  the 
Milanese  fell  on  this  occasion. 

The  Yal  Leventina  terminates  a 
little  beyond  FoUegio,  at  the  junction 
of  the  Blegno.  After  crossing  that 
river  the  travdler  reaches 

Biasca  (^Iwn:  Union,  poor  and 
slovenly),  which  aIso  contains  a  very 
ancient  chitrch,  situated  on  the  slope 
of  the  hilL  A  chain  of  chapels,  or 
Via  Crucis,  leads  from  it  up  to  the 
Chapel  of  St.  Fetronilla,  whence  there 
is  a  pleasing  view. 

Diligence  daily  to  Olivone,  on  the 
way  to  the  Lukmanier  Pass,  Rte. 
85. 

1  i  m.  from  Biasca  our  road  falls  into 
that  from  the  pass  of  the  Bemardin 
(Rte.  91). 

Below  the  junction  of  the  rivers 
Moesa  and  Ticino  stands  Arbedo, 
memorable  in  history  for  the  severe 
defeat  which  the  Swiss  sustained 
here  from  the  Milanese,  commanded 
by  the  celebrated  generals  Delia  Per- 
gola and  Carmagnola,  in  1422.  Near 
the  Church  of  St.  Paul,  called  Chiesa 
Rossa,  from  its  red  colour,  2000  Swiss 
lie  buried  under  3  large  mounds,  still 
distinguishable.  Defeat  was  at  that 
period  so  unusual  to  the  Swiss,  even 
irom  a  greatly  superior  force,  that 
they  retired  across  the  Alps  abashed 
and  discouraged. 

The  distant  aspect  of  Bellinzona, 
surrounded  by  battlemented  walls, 
which  once  stretched  quite  across 
the  valley,  and  overhung  by  no  less 
than  3  feudal  castles,  is  exceedingly 
imposing  and  picturesque.  It  looks 
as  though  it  still  commanded,  as  it 
once  did,  the  passage  of  the  valley. 
The  luxuriance  of  vegetation,  and 
the  magnificent  forms  of  the  moun- 


tains around,  complete  the  grandeur 
of  the  picture. 

Bellimona  (Germ.  Bellenz), — Inns: 
Anselo,  clean  and  good;  Hdtel  de 
Yille,  very  fair  and  reasonable. 

Bellinzona,  situated  on  the  L  bank 
of  the  Ticino,  here  restrained  by  a 
long  stone  dam  (Tondo  Ripario),  and 
crossed  by  a  bridge  of  14  arches,  con- 
tains 2361  Inhab.,  and  is  one  of  the 
3  chief  towns  of  the  canton  Tessin, 
and  becomes  the'  seat  of  government 
alternately  with  Lueano  and  Xiocamo, 
for    6    years    togeuier.     Within,  it 
has  all  the  character  of  an  Italian 
town  in  its  narrow  and  dirty  streets, 
and  in  the  arcades  which  run  under 
its  houses.     It  stretches  across  the 
valley    to    the    river,    so    that   the 
only    passage     up     or    down    lies 
througn  its  gates.    It  is  still  a  place 
of  commercial  importance  as  an  entre- 
pot for  the  merchandise  of  Grermany 
and  Italy — situated  as  it  is  at  the 
union    of  4    roads — from    the    St. 
Gothard,  the  Bemardin,   frtnn  X.u- 
eano,  and  from  Locamo,  on  the  Lago 
Maggiore.      It    is    of'  still    ereatcr 
military  conseauence,  as  the  kejr  of 
the    passage    mm    Lombardy    into 
Germany,  and  has    been    Strength- 
ened by  modem  fortifications.    It  be- 
came uie  fruitful  cause  of  intrigue, 
contest,  and  bloodshed,  between  the 
crafty  Italians  and  the  encroaching 
Swiss.    The  latter  first  obtained  pos- 
session of  it,  and  of  the  Yal  Leven- 
tina, by  a  nominal  bargain  of  24«>> 
florins  paid  to  the  lord  of  Misox,  and 
they  obtained  from  the  Empr.  Sigis- 
mond  a  confirmation  of  their   titlo. 
The  Duke  of  Milan,  PhiHp  Maria  Yis- 
conti,  whose  ancestors  had  lost  this 
territory,  by  no  means  acquiesced  in 
this  transfer,  and,  seizing  a  fiavouTable 
ojpportunity,  surprised  me  Swiss  gar- 
rison of  Bellinzona  by   a  Milanese 
force  under  Delia  Pergola^  and  took 
possession  of  the  town  and  TalleT.    It 
was  this  event  which  led  to  the  battle 
of  Arbedo,  in  which  the  Swiss  re- 
ceived   so    severe    a   check.      They 
afterwards  twice  gained  possession  of 
Bellinzona  and  its  subject  valleys  bv 
hard  fighting,  "  by  the  help  uf  God 
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and  their  halberts,"  as  they  boastingly 
proclaimed,  first  from  the  Duke  of 
Milan,  and  next  from  the  French,  who, 
in  the  reign  of  Louis  XIL,  obtained 
temporary  possession  of  these  yal- 
lejs. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  16th  to 
the  end  of  the  18th  century,  the  Swiss 
maintained  uninterrupted  possession 
of  BeUinzona,  gOTeming  its  territory 
as  a  state  subject  to  the  cantons,  with  a 
rule  as  tyrannic  as  that  of  the  absolute 
dukes  m  Milan,  their  predecessors. 
Since  1814  it  forms  part  of  the  canton 
Ticino,  or  Tessin. 

The  three  picturesque  Castles  which 
stni  seem  to  domineer  over  the  town, 
though  partly  in  ruins,  were  the  resi- 
dence of  the  3  Swiss  bailiffs  deputed 
to  goTem  the  district,  and  were  occu- 
pied by  a  garrison,  and  armed  with 
some  pieces  of  cannon.  The  largest, 
called  Castello  Grande,  or  iS^  MicheU, 
on  an  isolated  hill  to  theW.  of  the  town, 
belonged  to  canton  XJri,  and  now  serves 
as  an  arsenal  and  prison,  and  there  is 
a  fine  view  firom  it.  In  a  tall  tower 
are  confined  the  prisoners  who  are 
condemned  to  imprisonment  for  life 
for  murder.  The  other  prisoners  are 
in  chains,  but  do  not  seem  unhappy : 
I  fir.  will  procure  admission  to  the 
prison  and  view.  Of  the  two  castles 
on  the  £.  the  lower  one,  Castello  di 
MezMo^  belonged  to  canton  Schwytz, 
and  the  highest  of  all,  Castello  Corbario, 
to  Unterwalden  ;  they  are  both  unoc- 
cupied. 

There  remains  little  else  to  parti- 
cularise here.  A  few  hours  of  BeUin- 
zona are  quite  enough,  and  Locarno 
is  a  more  pleasant  place,  and  the  inn 
as  good. 

Prom  Bellin2ona  the  traveller  has 
the  choice  of  two  roads  to  Milan  :  by 
the  logo  Ma^ore  (Rte.  Ill),  or 
by  the  £ago  di  Lugano  (Bte.  115). 


ROUTE  36. 

LAUTEBBRU17NCN  OB  MfTBREN  TO  KIP- 
PEL ORKANDEBSTEO,  BT  THE  TBCHIN- 
OEL  QLACIEB. 

The  passage  of  the  Tschingel  gla- 
cier has  deservedly  come  into  great 
repute  among  Alpine  travellers  during 
the  last  few  years.  The  pass,  espe- 
cially the  descent  into  tne  Lotsch 
Thai,  is  somewhat  difficult,  and  none 
of  the  recognized  precautions  for 
glacier  travemng  should  be  omitted. 
If  these  be  du^  taken,  with  good 
guides,  there  is  no  danger.  A  good 
walker  may  easily  penorm  the  dis- 
tance, either  to  Kippel  or  Eandersteg, 
in  1  day  from  Lauterbrunnen;  but 
both  in  order  to  get  early  on  the 
p^lader,  and  to  leave  time  ror  enjoy-* 
mg  the  scenery,  which  is  of  the 
grandest  character,  it  is  advisable  to 
sleep  at  the  chalet  on  the  Steinberg 
Alp.  This  arrangement  g^ves  the 
traveller  time  to  ei\joy  the  scenery  of 
the  upper  valley  of  Lauterbrunnen, 
and  visit  the  fall  of  the  Schmadri- 
bach  on  the  preceding  day,  and  a 
guide  may  be  sent  on  to  the  Steinberg 
ch&let  to  prepare  the  supper. 

From  Lauterbrunnen  to  the  Steinberg 
Alp  is  a  walk  of  3  hrs.,  with  a  tolerable 

Sath,  the  latter  part  steep,  but  not 
ifficult.  From  MOrren  it  takes  rather 
less  time  by  a  pleasant  path  alone 
the  hill-side,  passing  a  deserted 
silver-mine.  The  chuet  was  of  the 
smallest  dimensions,  scarcely  allow^ 
ing  space  for  more  than  2  travellers 
to  stretch  themselves  on  the  floor, 
while  the  guides  and  herdsmen  stowed 
themselves  away  in  a  half-open  hay** 
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loft;  but  a  more  commodious  shed  has 
lately  been  completed.  The  £.  side  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  Tschingel  glacier 
is  reached  at  a  point  about  1  m.  from 
thechilet.  Immediately  above  this  the 
glacier  descends  a  steep  rocky  slope, 
making  at  the  same  time  a  bend, 
whose  convex  side  is  to  the  £.  As  the 
glacier  itself  is  quite  impracticable,  it 
IS  necessary  to  reach  its  upper  level 
by  climbing  the  rocks  on  the  western 
or  concave  side.  At  the  part  nearest 
to  the  bend  of  the  glacier  these  do  not 
appear  very  steep,  but  a  little  lower 
down,  and  immc«Liately  opposite  the 
point  at  which  the  traveller  first  ap- 
proaches the  glacier,  they  appear  im- 
practicable; in  one  place,  indeed,  ab- 
solutely perpendicular.  A  practised 
mountaineer  will,  however,  not  fail  to 
remark  that  the  rocks  near  the  glacier 
have  all  their  edges  rounded,  and  their 
surface  smoothed,  and  he  will  gene- 
rally see  some  loose  blocks  of  ice 
l^ing  at  their  base.  Either  indica- 
tion is  enough  to  show  him  that  the 
spot  is  one  which  must  be  carefully 
avoided.  Even  if  there  were  no 
danger,  the  smooth  rocks  are  far 
more  difficult  to  climb  than  the 
steeper,  but  rougher,  rocks  opposite. 
But  this  is  one  of  the  spots,  common 
in  the  high  Alps,  where  blocks  of  ice 
detached  from  the  edge  of  an  upper 
glacier  hXL  at  intervals  over  the  rcxDcs. 
There  is  but  little  chance  of  life  for 
one  who  finds  himself  in  the  track  of 
one  of  these  falling  blocks. 

The  passage  of  the  glacier  presents 
no  difficulty,  care  t^ing  taken  to 
keep  well  out  of  the  range  of  the  ice- 
blocks,  whose  scattered  fragments  tra- 
vel some  way  over  its  surface.  A  steep 
bank  of  shattered  slate  on  the  W. 
bank  of  the  glacier  sometimes  ap- 
pears difficidt  to  unpractised  travel- 
lers. Above  this  is  the  very  steep 
face  of  rock  called  the  Tschingel  Tritt, 
which  is  ordinarily  considered  to  be 
the  main  difficulty  of  this  route.  It 
is  not  more  than  about  30  ft.  high, 
and  the  goatherds  and  other  natives 
are  accustomed  to  place  the  trunk  of 
a  pine-tree  leaning  against  the  rock, 
so  as  to  serve  as  a  rude  ladder.  This, 
however,  is   constantly   broken,    or 


carried]  away  by  avalanches,  so  that 
it  more  commonly  happens  that  the 
traveller  has  to  ascend  by  climbing 
the  rock.  As  this  is  rough,  and  gives 
good  hold  both  for  feet  and  hands,  an 
experienced  cragsman  finds  no  parti- 
cular difficulty;  out  the  guides  never 
fail  to  give  abundant,  and  even  super- 
fluous assistance,  while  they  ohen 
neglect  the  necessary  precaution  of 
the  rope,  against  the  more  real,  but 
not  apparent,  dangers  of  the  upper 
glacier. 

Above  the  Tschingel  Tritt  the  as- 
cent continues  for  some  distance  up 
rather  steep  slopes,  till  about  2  hn. 
from  the  cn&let  the  passage  of  the 
upper  glacier  commences.  If  not 
pressed  for  time,  it  is  well  worth 
while  to  make  a  slieht  detour 
(scarcely  ^  an  hr.)  to  the  Oamschi' 
iucke^  an  opening  in  the  ridbro  on  the 
rt,  overlooking  the  Kien  Tnal  (Rte. 
36J,  and  beyond  it  the  plain  of  Swits- 
erland  and  the  distant  range  of  the 
Jura.  A  portion  of  the  panorama 
from  this  point  of  view  is  published 
in  M.  Gottlieb  Studer's  'Topogra- 
phische  Mittheilungen.' 

In  about  2^  hrs.,  ascending  to  the 
S.W.  over  the  glacier,  the  color  pass 
is  reached,  between  the  Mathhonu  s 
dome-shaped  summit,  rising  in  the 
midst  of  the  Tschingel  glacier,  and 
the  jFWzu,  or  BlumOs  Alp,  which  forms 
the  northern  barrier  of  its  upper 
plateau. 

At  this  point  the  routes  to  Kippel 
and  EUindersteg  diverge.  In  the  di- 
rection which  me  track  has  hitherto 
followed,  the  snow  sinks  towards  th« 
S.W.  into  a  glacier  valley  lying  bi^ 
tween  the  Bliimlis  Alp  and  the  com- 
paratively low  and  uniform  rang^' 
which  extends  from  the  Tschingel- 
horn  to  the  Balmhom  and  Altels. 
Over  this  latter  range,  which  forms  the 
boundary  between  iBemc  and  Valais. 
lies  the  route  to  Kippel,  in  the  Lotsch 
ThaL 

A  short  descent,  followed  by  a  new 
ascent  over  moderate  slopes  of  n6^e 
in  a  direction  nearly  due  S.,  leads  in 
about  an  hour  to  the  stunmit,  here 
called  the  Peter*»  GraL  One  widd, 
crevasse  is  passed  near  the  top,  b 
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the  filacier  shows  no  others.  The 
traTeber  should,  however,  recollect, 
though  the  guides  often  forget  it, 
that  precaution  on  the  upper  ^aciers 
is  most  needed  when  no  aanger  is  ap- 
parent. Let  a  party  he  securely  tied 
together,  and  they  may  go  pretty 
nearly  where  they  please.  The  summit 
of  the  ridge  is  somewhat  above  10,000 
ft.  in  hel^t,  and  commands  a  mag- 
nificent view;  one  too,  which  is  new 
to  most  Alpine  travellers.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  erand  ranges  of  snowy 
mountains  wnich  have  been  in  view 
throughout  the  ascent,  the  traveller 
now  mids  himself  exactly  opposite  to 
the  chain  whose  two  extremities  are 
the  Aletschhom  and  the  Nesthom, 
and  wliich  separates  the  Ldtachthai 
f^om  the  valley  of  the  Rhone.  The 
mean  height  of  this  magnificent  range 
probably  exceeds  12,000  ft.  in  height, 
and  the  Nesthom  or  Bietschhom  from 
every  point  of  view  is  a  most  striking 
and  attractive  object.  The  ascent  of 
this  peak,  which  probably  commands 
the  finest  panoramic  view  to  be  found 
in  the  entire  range  of  the  Alps,  unless 
that  of  the  Aletschhom  be  preferred 
to  it,  was  first  effected  in  1859,  by  the 
Bev.  Leslie  Stephen,  with  2  or  3 
guides. 

The  broad  snow-covered  ridge  of 
the  Peter's  Grat  throws  out  several 
arms  of  glacier  which  descend  into  as 
many  lateral  valleys  or  glens  of  the 
LotschthaL  The  usual  course  is  to 
follow  the  £.  side  of  the  glacier  which 
descends  nearly  due  S.  from  the  point 
at  which  the  summit  of  the  naige  is 
first  attained.  The  slope,  at  first 
gentle,  soon  becomes  more  steep.  The 
glacier  varies  extremely  according  to 
the  season  and  the  state  of  the  snow. 
It  is  sometimes  easy  enough,  some- 
times decidedly  difficult.  At  dil  times 
beware  of  concealed  crevasses.  In 
descending  the  gprand  views  of  the 
snrroandine  peaks  are  for  a  time  con- 
cealed, and  their  place  supplied  by 
some  wild  rock  scenery  in  tne  steep 
and^  narrow  glen  throueh  which  a 
torrent  rushes  to  join  the  Lonza  in 
the  main  valley  below.  In  descend- 
ing a  barrier  of  rocks  below  the  end 
of  the  glacier  keep  carefully  to  the 


track  which  is  known  to  the  guides ; 
there  is  no  other  practicable  way. 

Where  the  path  emerges  into  the 
Lotschthal  there  a  fine  view  of  the 
Nesthom,  and  of  the  great  glacier 
which  closes  in  the  upper  end  of  the 
valley,  [over  which  hes  the  glacier 
route  to  the  JEggischhom  by  the 
Lotschsattel  (Rte.  60).  At  the  imme- 
diate foot  of  the  pass,  at  Flatten,  ac- 
commodation may  be  had  at  the  house 
of  the  cur^;  or  similarly,  11  hr.  far- 
ther at  KippeL  This  pass  is  some- 
times made  by  taking  the  Peter's  Grat 
at  a  point  farther  W.,  and  descending 
into  the  Lotschthal  by  the  W.  side  of 
the  tributary  glacier.  In  deciding 
the  route  it  is  best  to  rely  on  the  loc^ 
knowledge  of  the  etudes.  In  a  favour- 
able conaition  of  tiie  glacier  the  pass 
from  the  Steinberg  Alp  to  Flatten  may 
be  made  in  8^  hrs.,  but  it  may  require 
1  or  2  hrs.  more. 

Descent  to  Kandenteg, — ^From  the 
col,  at  which  the  two  routes  diverge, 
which  forms  the  proper  limit  between 
the  Tschingel  and  Kimder  Glaciers, 
the  neve  at  first  inclines  with  a  gentle 
slope  towards  the  Oasteren  Thcd.  This 
gradually  becomes  steeper,  and  after 
an  hour's  descent  the  increasing 
width  of  the  crevasses  makes  it  ne- 
cessary to  quit  the  glacier  for  die 
rocks  on  its  S.  or  L-hand  bank.  Here 
there  is  a  spring,  at  which  it  is  usual 
to  halt  for  r^:%shment.  A  steep 
and  rough  descent  without  serious 
difficulty,  and  a  short  passage  over  the 
lower  end  of  the  glacier,  lead  in  2^  or 
3  hrs.  from  the  summit  to  the  highest 
ch&lets  of  the  Oasteren  Thai  The 
scenery  of  this  wild  and  savage  vaDey 
is  of  the  highest  order,  and  well 
deserves  an  excursion  firom  Kan- 
dersteg  by  those  who  do  not  cross 
the  pass.  A  tolerable  track,  used  by 
the  nerdsmen,  leads  in  2  hrs.  from  the 
chAlets,  sometimes  called  Gasteren- 
dorf,  or  Im  Selden,  where  milk,  cheese, 
and,  in  case  of  need,  hay  to  sleep 
upon,  may  be  obtained,  to  Kandenteg 
(Kte.  37).  Time,  about  9  hrs.  fhun  the 
Steinberg  ch&let,  exclusive  of  the 
detour  to  the  Gamschilficke  and  of 
stoppages.    The  Laueners  of  Lauter* 
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brannen  are  ezoellent  guides.  J. 
Kronig  is  also  well  spoken  oil  In  the 
Lotschthal  Joseph  Appener  is  well 
known  and  recommended. 

Kandersteg  ;  Inn,  Victoria  (Rte.  37). 


ROUTE  36. 

LAUTEBBBUNNEN  OB  MtJBBEN  TO  KAN- 
DEBSTEQ,  BY  THE  PASSES  OF  THE 
SBEFINEN  FUBKE,  AND  DUKDENGBAT. 

ItfnterbnumeQ  to  Hn. 

Iflirren 2i 

Tacbtngel  hamlet  ....    5 
Kandent^ 1^ 

There  is  probably  no  route  among 
the  Alps  so  free  from  danger,  which 
leads  through  such  a  succession 
of  ma^ficent  scenerj.  The  tvoo 
passes,  nowever,  if  taken  in  one  daj, 
make  it  very  laborious,  and  the  de- 
scent into  the  vaUev  of  Oeschinen  is 
awkward  after  dark;  the  traveller, 
however  good  a  walker  he  may  be, 
will  do  well  to  allow  himself  14  hrs. 
of  daylight.  At  a  small  expense  the 
path  might  be  made  quite  practicable 
for  mules,  and  is  even  now  crossed  by 
them.    (See  next  page.) 

On  leaving  Lauterbrunnen  there  is 
a  choice  of  routes:  one  by  the  vallev, 
following  the  char-road  to  Stechel- 
berg,  and  then  turning  to  the  right  up 
the  course  of  the  stream  which  drains 
the  Seejinen  Thai;  the  other  plan, 
which  is  in  many  respects  preferable, 
is  to  mount  from  Lauterbrunnen  to 
Murren  (Rte.  25  u),  and  sleep  there, 


starting  in  good  time  on  the  following 
morning.    The  track  mounts  for  some 
distance  beyond  Miirren,  in  order  to 
turn  the  mink  of  a  ri<^  which  de- 
scends here  from  the  Schilthom  on 
the  rt    This  brings  the  traveller  to  a 
position  right  opposite  the  Jungfrau, 
at  about  the  height  of  the  Wengern 
Alp,  but  with  a  view  still  more  mag- 
nificent   The  great  chain   of  Alps 
from  the  Wetterhom  to  the  Breithom 
is  in  front,  its  continuation  through 
the  Tschingel  Horn  to  the  westward, 
as  also  the  Frau,  being  from  this 
point  of  view  shut  out  by  the  nearer 
precipices  of  the  Gspaltenhom.     Still 
farther  to   the  west  is   visible    the 
Furke;  and  descending  fit>m  it,  the 
torrent  and  the  valley  of  the  Seefinen. 
The  ground  slopes  rapidly  away  from 
the  foot  down  to  the  depths  of  the  Am- 
merten  ThaL    The  Jungfrau  is  from 
this  point  of  view,  and  from  this  alone, 
measured  in  one  glance  from  the  snow 
on  her  summit  to  the  level  road  at  her 
feet:  in  a  word,  of  her  13,718  ft.  of 
altitude,  more  than  10,000  rise  at  once 
in  precipices  before  the  eye.      The 
track  now  winds  away  along  the  slope 
of  the  mountain,  and  falls  in  with  tne 
valley  path  just  at  the  foot  of  the 
pass.     This  Turke  is  a  very  remark- 
able depression  between  the  Schilt- 
hom and  Gspaltenhom;  and  an  enor- 
mous buttress  of  the  latter  here  turns 
the  direction  of  the  route  from  W.  to 
S.W.    The  ascent  is  rather  steep,  but 
the  ground  is  favourable,  and  clear  of 
snow;  which  lies,  however,  in   loi^ 
slopes  to  the  left.    The  view  from  the 
summit  (height  8572  ft)  is   very  fine, 
including  the  Faulhom,  and  below  it 
the  Wengern  Alp  and  its  hotel,  n^hicli 
is  easily  discernible.    The  upper  part 
of  the  Eien  Thai  is  seen  to  the  L. 
filled  up   by  the   Gamschl    glacier, 
over  which  it  is  said  to  be  possible 
to  gain  the  level  of  the  Tschingel, 
through  the  opening  called  the  Gam- 
schiliicke  (Rte.  35).    The  descent  into 
the    Kien    Thai  requires    rather    an 
awkward   circuit  which  leads   1^  it 
long  slope    of  slate    debris,  requir- 
ing caution  to  avoid  a  slip.  Next  suc- 
ceeds a  long  slope  of  snow,  and  then 
the  greensward.    The  route  taken  by 
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the  ffnides  leads  to  a  bridge  near  the 
hamlet  of  Tschingel,  so  low  down  the 
Tallej  as  to  increase  considerably  the 
toil  of  the  next  ascent;  and  ii  the 
tourist  is  fittigned,  or  the  snn  much 
past  the   meridian,  he  will  do  well 
either    to    make    up    his    mind    to 
sleep  at  some  chdlets  near  the  head 
of  ue  Kien  Thai,  or  else  to  take 
the     opportunity    which    here    pre- 
sents itself  of  descending  to  the  char- 
road  at  Beichenbach.    The  ascent  of 
the  ridge  separating  the  Kien  Thai 
from  t&  Oeschinen  Thai,  called  die 
Dundaurat^  is   steep,  but  oyer  ^ood 
ground,  and  a  view  is  soon  obtamed 
of   the  prramidal   Kiesen,  and  the 
lake  of  Thun  beyond  it    Near  the 
top  it   becomes  rather   rough,  and 
the  stones  are  succeeded  by  a  bed  of 
snow,  which  adds  a  good  deal  to  the 
fatigue  of  ^e  last  half-hour  of  ascent: 
from  the  snow  to  the  top  of  the  ridge 
is  bat  one  step,  and  the  next  is  down- 
hilL     Here  a  new  scene  of  magni- 
ficenoe  opens.    The  glittering  Frau, 
wiiich  is  here  quite  close,  with  a  triple 
glacier  streammg  down  from  her  side 
into  the  gulfs  beneath,  and  farther  off 
the  Doldenhom,  and  the  beautiful  lake 
of  Oeschinen  encompassed  by  it,  form 
a   scene   unparalleled   in    the  Alps; 
though  resembling  in    some   of  its 
features  the  lake  and  glacier  scenery 
near  the  summit  of  the  Maloja.    The 
descent  from  the  high  pastures  to  the 
level  of  the  lake  is  practicable  only  by 
one  route,  where  a  path  has  been  cut 
in  steps  here  and  there  along  the  faces 
of  the  rocks.    The  path  leads  along 
the  W.  shore  of  the  lake  through  a 
pine  wood  beyond  it,  in  about  2  hrs. 
to  Uie  Tillage  and  inn  of  Kandersteg. 
From  Muiren  to  Kandersteg  is  at 
loast  10  hrs.  walk  exclusive  of  stop- 
pages. 

Kandersteg  (see  fite.  37).  The  land- 
lord of  the  Victoria  proposes  to  con- 
vert this  road  into  a  mule-path.  In 
1866  he  ^ided  a  lady  with  a  mule  to 
Miirren  m  15  hrs. 


ROUTE  37. 

PASS  OF  THE  OEMMI,  THUN  TO  THE 
BATHS  OF  LEUK  (LO^CHE),  AND  TO 
LETTK  IN  THE  yALAIS. 


Than  to 


Stonden.  Eng.  m. 


Scbwaren^h\  (^t    •      B 


Scbwarenbach\  /2i  . 

Leukerbad       }  Bridle-path.    {2i  . 

Leuk  )  l3|  . 

15 


8 
8 

46 


Carriage  from  Thun  to  Frutigen, 
20  fr.,  2  fr.  bonnemam.  Dil.  3  hrs., 
2  fr.  20.  A  pleasanter  route  is  to 
take  the  steamboat  to  Spiets  a  very 
pretty  place,  near  which  is  a  good 
country  Tnn,  Schonegg.  Hence  a  walk 
of  10  miles  throu^  fields  leads  to 
Frutigen.  A  carriage  may  usually 
be  obtained  at  Spietz.  Char  from 
Frutigen  to  Kandersteg  with  bonne- 
main,  8  fr.  50.  Horse  to  Leukerbad, 
20  fr.    To  Dauben  See,  10  fr. 

pn  approaching  the  Gemini  from 
Interlaken  the  hieh  road  to  Thun  is 
left  a  little  beyond  Leissingen,  and  a 
char-road  mounts  the  hiU  to  ^achi 
(see  frurther),and  descends  from  thence 
to  Miihlinen,  about  4  leagues  from  In- 
terlaken. Pedestrians  may  make  a 
short  cut.] 

The  Gemmi  (pronounced  Ghemmi) 
is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  passes 
across  the  Alps.     Its  scenery  is,  per- 
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haps,  extraordinary  rather  than  gprand, 
There  is  a  good  char-road  for  a  mile 
and  a  half  beyond  Kandersteg,  to  the 
N.  foot  of  the  pass :  the  pass  itself, 
and  the  space  between  .it  and  the 
Baths,  can  only  be  surmounted  on 
foot  or  on  horseback. 

The  first  part  of  the  route  lies 
along  the  beautiful  shores  of  the 
lake  of  Thun.  Near  the  tall  tower 
of  Strattlingen  it  crosses  the  Kander 
b^  a  lofty  bridge.  That  river  ori- 
ginally avoided  the  lake  altogether, 
and,  flowing  for  some  distance  pa- 
rallel to  it,  behind  the  hill  of  Stratt- 
lingen, joined  the  Aar  below  Thun, 
Owlne^  to  the  quantity  of  mud  and 
gravel  which  it  brought  with  it,  and 
the  slight  inclination  of  its  channel 
in  this  part  of  its  course,  it  converted 
the  surrounding  district  into  an  un- 
healthy marsh,  and  gave  rise  to  a 
project,  which  was  executed  in  1714 
.  at  the  expense  of  the  canton,  of  turn- 
ing the  nver  into  the  lake  of  Thun. 
This  was  effected  by  cutting  a  canal, 
.'iOOO  ft.  long,  and  272  ft  broad,  into 
which  the  river  was  turned;  and 
which,  seen  from  the  bridge  in  cross- 
ing, has  much  the  appearance  of  a 
natural  ravine.  By  this  change  of 
course  the  land  on  the  banks  of  the 
Aar  has  been  drained  and  made  pro- 
fitable, while  the  deposit  of  sand  and 
stones  brought  down  by  the  river  into 
the  lake  has  so  accumulated  as  to  form 
a  delta  around  its  mouth,  extending 
already  nearly  a  mile  irom  the  shore, 
and  annually  increasing. 

Wi/ler  (5  m.  from  Thun)  [a  road 
turns  1.  up  to  the  village  ot  Aeschi. 
The  ascent  of  ^  hr.  will  be  well  re- 
paid by  the  vieto  from  the  churchyard. 
At  your  feet  the  Lake  of  Thun,  with 
a  peep  into  the  singular  Justis  Thai 
on  its  i^".  side;  beyond  Thun  the  range 
of  the  Jura.  On  the  L,  close  at  hand, 
the  rival  mountains  Niesen  and  Stock- 
horn  tower  above  the  Simmenthal. 
To  the  rt.  stretcfies  the  Lake  of 
Brienz;  theRothhorn  and  Pass  of  the 
Briinig  rising  from  its  shores,  topped 
by  the  Titlis.  To  the  S.  the  snowy 
giants  of  the  Obcrland  rear  their 
massive  forms.    There  is  a  carriage 


road  from  iBschi   direct  to  Miihli- 
nen.] 

The  road  passes  the  mouth  of  the 
Simmenthal  (Rte.  42),  guarded  on 
one  side  by  the  Stockhom,  and  on  the 
rt.  by  the  Niesen,  two  noble  moun- 
tains, between  which  the  valley  opens 
out  a  scene  of  exceeding  oeauty, 
with  the  castle  of  Wimmis  standing  as 
it  were  in  its  jaws.  pFrom  Wimmis 
the  Ascent  of  the  Niesen  is  made  in  5 
hrs.  (3  hrs.  to  descend) — a  horse-path 
all  the  way,  7280  ft.  high.  There  is 
an  Inn  with  12  beds,  5  min.  walk 
below  the  summit.  Grand  view  of  fer- 
tile valleys  and  snowy  Alps,  including 
Mt.  Blanc.  The  entire  range  N.  of 
of  the  Bhone,  from  the  Altels  to  the 
Wetterhom  is  in  sight.  Dill's  Pano- 
rama is  hung  up  in  the  Inn.] 

On  the  margin  of  the  lake  rises  an- 
other picturesque  castle,  that  of  Spietz. 
Skirting  the  base  of  the  pyramidal 
Niesen,  we  enter  the  valley  of  Fniti- 

fen,  which  is  remarkable  for  its  ver- 
ure  and  fertility,  and  may  be  said  to 
exhibit  Swiss  pastoral  scenery  in  per- 
fection.   At 

Mvhlmen(  10  m.  from  Thun)  is  a  nice 
little  Inn,  the  Bear.  At  lieichenbach 
the  Kienthal  opens  out  to  the  S.E. 
(Rte.  36.)  Ascending  by  the  side  of 
the  Kander,  we  reach 

FrUtigen  (Inns :  Helvetia  and  Post, 
both  very  fair  and  reasonable;  guides 
and  mules  for  the  Gemmi  may  be 
hired  here),  a  village  of  3500  Pro- 
testant Lihab.:  its  houses  are  for 
the  most  part  not  older  than  182G-7, 
at  which  time  nearly  all  were  de- 
stroyed in  two  consecutive  oonfla- 
grations.  Behind  it  the  valley  di- 
vides into  two  branches;  that  on  the 
W.  leads  to  the  Adelboden;  that  on 
the  E.  (down  which  flows  the  Kander) 
to  the  Gemmi. 

[The  ascent  of  the  Niesen  may  be 
mside  from  Friitigen  in  4  hrs.,  but  the 
oath  is  much  steeper  than  from 
Wimmis.] 

The  road  passes  under  the  castle  of 
Tellenburg,  the  former  residence  of 
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the  mmtman,  or  bailiff  of  the  district, 
and.  Grossing  the  Slander,  proceeds 
up  its  rt.  bank.  The  snowj  Altels 
closes  the  valley. 

Kandersteg,  2  /mu,  1^  mile  apart 
H.  de  rOnrs,  best,  and  conyeniently 
situated  for  the  Gemmi,  being  placed 
where  the  char-road  ends,  and  the 
bridle-path  begins.  H.  Victoria,  op- 
posite the  entrance  of  the  (Eschi- 
nenthal,  fair;  a  civil  landlord.  N.B. 
Return  ehars  to  Than  may  be  got 
here  for  8  to  10  frs.;  ^th  2  horses, 
12  to  20  frs.  Horses  to  cross  the 
Gemmi  to  the  baths  of  Leuk  cost 
15  fr.  before  9  a.i[.,  18  fr.  after;  10  fr. 
to  the  IHtaben  See.  From  Kander- 
steg  to  Lenkerbad  is  about  7  hrs. ; 
the  path  ia  easy  to  find,  and  except  in 
thick  weatlier  there  is  no  occasion  for 
a  guide.  Kandersteg  is  the  last  village . 
in  theTaUey:  its  scattered  habitations 
contain  about  700  individuals.  It  is 
beaatifully  situated  8280  ft.  above  the 
sea,  at  the  N.  base  of  the  Gemmi« 
Wood  cut  in  the  mountain  forests 
aromid  is  here  set  afloat  in  the  Kander, 
and  thus  conveyed  into  the  lake  of 
Thnn,  where  the  logs  are  collected  and 
separated  by  the  various  proprietors. 


[jS'xcurnbfu.— a.  Those  who  have 
time  to  spare  should  onno  account  omit 
to  walk  hence  about  3  m.  through 
a  sublime  gorge  (tfto  Rte.  36)  into 
the  side  Vmey  of  (Etchmen,  running 
directly  £.  from  Kanderstee,  where, 
hemmed  in  by  precipices  andglaciers, 
ther  will  fina  a  beautiful  clear  lake, 
which  mirrors  on  its  smooth  surface 
the  snowy  peaks  of  the  Blumlis  Alp,  at 
whose  base  it  lies.  This  valley  leads 
over  the  fine  Pass  of  Dttndenerat  to 
Laaterbmnnen  (Rte.  36). — b.  No  one 
will  regret  an  expedition  to  the  Gasteren 
Tfuitf  which  can  be  accomplished  in 
about  7  hrs.  No  guide  required.  The 
path  UaruB  off  close  to  the  H.  de  I'Ours, 
and  ascend^  a  wild  gorge  with  over- 
hanging clifis.  In  the  middle  of  the 
^rge  a  frail  bridge  is  crossed,  and 
the  path  then  keeps  to  the  rt.  bank. 
.V>  m.  from  Kandersteg  the  wide  green 
Ga^eren  Thai  opens,  surrounded  by 
precipices  and  waterfalls  and  snow 


mountains  above  them.  The  path  runs 
through  debris,  and  then  ascends  to  the 
village  of  Gasteren,  Soon  afterwards 
the  mafi;nificent  Kander  Glacier  is 
seen  at  the  head  of  the  valley  (see  Rte. 
35).  Those  who  have  a  steady  head 
may  from  hence  ascend  the  Gemmi  by 
the  rugged  and  difficult  gorge  of  the 
Schwarzbach. — c.  A  path  of  no  great 
difficulty  leads  W.  in  5  hours,  over  the 
Bonder-Grat,  to  Adelhoden  {Inn  toler- 
able.) It  turns  outof  the  char-road  just 
above  Kandersteg,  crosses  the  grassy 
slopes  to  the  foot  of  some  rocks, 
which  it  surmountji  by  a  ladder.  From 
the  summit  (2  hrs.  50  min.  walk)  the 
view  is  fine,  oomprisine  Uie  Monch, 
JungfWiu,  and  nie  whole  of  the 
CBschinen-thal  and  lake.  From  Adel- 
hoden to  Friitigen,  a  walk  of  2  or  3 
hours,  through  a  deep  but  rather 
monotonous  valley.  Above  Adelho- 
den is  a  fall  or  some  magnitude. 
From  Adelhoden  there  is  an  easy 
path  over  the  Hahnenmoos  pass,  in  3^ 
nrs.,  to  An  der  Lenk  (Rte.  39).] 

To  the  Gemmi, 

Immediately  after  leaving  the  H. 
de  rOurs  the  char-road  ceases ;  and 
the  ascent  of  the  Pasar  of  the  Gemmi 
commences  in  earnest  behind.  The 
path  lies  for  the  first  Ih  hr.  through 
forests  in  a  steep  ascent;  it  then 
passes  the  bonnoary  line  of  the 
cantons  fieme  and  Wallis.  .  A  new 
path  ascends  in  zinags  through  fir 
woods,  and  commands  a  fine  view  over 
the  grand  valley  of  Gasteren.  It 
then  emerges  upon  a  tract  of  open 
pasture  land,  rendered  desolate  by  the 
fall  of  an  avalanche  from  the  Rmder 
Horn  in  1782.  The  path  winds,  for  a 
considerable  distance,  among  the  frag- 
ments of  rock  brouglit  down  by  it. 
Farther  on  stands  the 

Solitary  /tin  of  Schtearenbach :  it 
affords  good  refireshments  and  roug^ 
sleeping  accommodation,  which  are 
often  acceptable  in  such  a  situation. 
Complaints  of  extortion  have  been 
made.  The  German  poet  Werner  has 
laid  in  this  gloomy  spot  the  scene  of  a 
still  more  gloomy  tragedy, '  The  24th 
of  February.*    The  extravagant  an< 

n   'A 
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improbable  plot  has  no  foundation  in 
any  real  event  which  happened  here. 

[From  this  Inn  the  ascent  of  Altels 
(11,923  feet)  may  be  made  in  about 
7  hrs.  altogether.  The  ascent  is  up  a 
long  slope  of  ice,  is  dangerous,  and 
should  not  be  attempted  bj  less  than 
3  men  tied  together,  j 

About  2  m.  further  on  the  path 
reaches  and  winds  along  above  the  E. 
margin  of  a  small  lake  called  Dtxuben 
See^  supplied  by  snow,  not  by  springs, 
which  often  swell  it  so  as  to  cover 
the  path :  for  8  months  of  the  year  it 
is  frozen.  Nothing  can  exceed  the 
dreary  aspect  of  the  seared  and  naked 
limestone  rocks  which  form  the  sum- 
mit of  ^e  pass :  they  seem  too  barren 
for  even  the  hardiest  lichens. 

The  culminating  point  traversed  by 
the  road  is  7540  ft.  above  the  sea  level, 
and  about  1  hr.  from  Schwarenbach. 
From  a  rocky  eminence  on  the  L  of 
the  path,  a  superb  view  is  obtained  of 
the  chain  of  Alps  beyond  the  Bhone, 
separating  the  Yalais  from  Piedmont. 

The  highest  summits  in  the  view, 
reckoning  from  the  W.,  are  these: — 
1.  The  Pigne  d'AroUa,  N.W.  of 
the  Collon;  2.  the  Collon  itself 
easily  recognised  by  the  deep  deft 
in  its  side;  3.  the  Dent  Blanche. 
Then  come  three  or  four  minor  peaks 
of  the  ranee  at  the  head  of  the  Einfisch 
ThaL  Above  this  range  are  seen — 
4.  the  Dentd'Erin;  and,  5.  the  Cervin: 
both  peaks  of  bare  rock.  The  series  is 
termmated  by — 6.  the  Weisshom,  the 
loftiest  and  nearest  mountain  visible ; 
and,  7.  the  Saas  Grat,  which  is 
in  itself  a  complete  eroup  of  snowy 
peaks.  It  is  one  of  the  most  striking 
views  in  Switzerland. 

Near  the  verge  of  the  descent 
stands  a  small  shed,  capable  of 
affording  partial  shelter  in  a  storm. 
A  littJe  lower  down  the  traveller 
finds  himself  on  the  brink  of  a  pre- 
dpioe,  from  which  a  plumb-line  might 
be  thrown  into  the  valley  below, 
liearlT  1600  ft,  almost  without  touch* 
|ng  the  rook,  so  vertical  are  its  sides. 
It  Is  prinoipallv  upon  the  feces  of  a 
buttress  of  this  vast  wall  that  one 


of  the  most  extraordinary  of  all  the 
alpine  roads,  constructed  in  1736-41, 
by  a  party  of  Tyrolese,  has  been 
carried.  Its  zigzags  have  been  in- 
geniously contrived,  for  in  many  places 
the  rocks  overhang  the  path,  and  an 
upper  terrace  projects  farther  out 
than  the  one  immediately  below  iu 
When  it  was  first  made  and  consisted 
merely  of  a  shallow  gproove  in  the 
rock,  it  must  have  been  hr  moru 
striking  than  at  present.  The  improve- 
ments that  have  been  carried  on  year 
after  year  have  ended  in  making  it  a 
roomy  and  perfectly  good  mule-path. 
It  however  needs  greater  protection  at 
the  side  by  garde-fous,  and  caution 
should  be  used  in  riding  down  this 
descent. 

The  wonders  of  this  descent  are 
gpreatlv  increased  to  those  who  ap* 
,  proach  it  from  the  side  of  Leuk. 

"  The  upper  end  of  the  valley,  as 
you  look  towards  the  Gemmi,  has  all 
the  appearance  of  a  cul-de-sac  shut 
in  by  a  mountain  wall.  Up  to  the 
very  last  moment,  and  until  you  reach 
the  foot  of  the  precipice,  it  is  impos- 
sible to  discover  the  way  oat»  or  tu 
tell  whither  the  road  goes,  or  ho^ 
it  can  be  carried  up  a  vertical  sur- 
face  of  rock.  It  is  a  mere  shelf— in 
some  parts  a  mere  groove  oat  in  the 
face  of  the  huge  cliff,  just  wide 
enough  for  a  mme  to  pass ;  and  at 
the  turns  of  the  zin^fs  yon  con- 
stantly overhang  a  depth  of  nearlr 
500  ft.  Down  Uiis  difficult  road  in- 
valids are  carried  to  the  baUis :  it  i> 
the  only  way  of  approaching  them 
from  the  N.,  unless  you  were  to  make 
a  slight  detour  of  200  m.  by  Berw*. 
Friburg,  Vevay,  and  Martignv."  On 
the  face  of  a  rook,  near  the  foot,  i» :» 
small  building  said  to  have  been  for- 
merly used  as  a  guard-house  to  giw 
notice  of  any  invasion  from  the  Bern- 
ese side. 

The  following  clause,  relative  to 
the  transport  of  invalids,  is  copied 
from  the  printed  regulationa  issued 
by  the  director  of  the  hatha : — **  Poor 
nne  personne  au-deasus  de  10  ans  il 
faudra  4  norteurs;  si  elle  eat  d'un 
poids  au*aessus  du  oommtm,  6  por- 
teurs:  si  cependant  eUe  est  d*un  poid^ 
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extnoidinaire,  et  que  le  commissaire 
le  jnge  neceasaire,  il  pourra  ajouter 
2  poiteiirs,  et  jamais  plus."  This  pro- 
Tuion  for  excessive  corpulence  is  some- 
what amusing.  The  ascent  from  the 
Baths  to  the  summit  takes  2  hrs. ;  a 
mule  costs  ^  fr.  up  and  down. 

Botha  of  Leuk  (Leukerbad,  —  Fr. 
L8iche\  Irms:  Hotel  des  Alpes,  best  in 
all  respects;  Belle vue;  H.  de  Prance; 
Couronne;  Union;  H. Brunner,  cheap. 
The  accommodation  is  good,  consider- 
ing that  most  of  the  nouses  are  of 
wood,  not  yery  well  built,  shut  up 
and  abandoned  from  October  to  May. 
The  fare  is  tolerable,  everything  but 
milk  and  cheese  being  brought  from 
the  valley  below.    A  bath  costs  2  fr. 

There  are  5  bath  establishments 
attached  to  the  hotels.  Leuk  Baths 
is  a  hamlet  of  about  300  Inhab., 
situated  4600  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea,  t.^.  higher  than  the 
highest  mountain  in  Great  Britain, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  valley  termi- 
nated on  aU  sides  by  tremendous 
precipices,  which  will  remind  the  tra- 
veller of  a  cirque  in  the  Pyrenees.  The 
hot  springs  (117°  to  124°  F.)  annu- 
ally attract  a  number  of  visitors, 
chiefly  Swiss  and  French,  during  the 
season,  viz.  in  the  months  of  July  and 
August,  though  the  inns  are  open 
from  May  to  October.  The  baths  and 
adjacent  buildings  have  been  three 
times  swept  away  by  avalanches  since 
their  establishment  in  the  16th  cent.; 
and,  to  ^uard  against  a  recurrence 
of  the  ciuamity,  a  very  strong  dyke 
13  now  built  behind  the  vimge  to 
ward  off  the  snow.  Such  dagger, 
however,  is  past  before  the  bathing 
season  begins.  One  of  the  first  patrons 
of  the  baths  was  the  Cardinal  and 
Archbishop  of  Sion,  Matthew  Schin- 
ner. 

The  springs,  to  the  number  of  10 
or  12,  rise  in  and  around  the  village, 
and  nine-tenths  of  them  run  off  into 
the  Dala  torrent  without  being  used. 
The  chief  spring  of  8t  Lawrence  bursts 
forth  out  of  the  gpround  between  the 
inn  and  the  bath-house — a  rivulett  in 
Tolome  at  its  source,  with  a  tempera- 


ture of  1240  f*ahr.  It  is  used  for  the 
baths  after  being  slightly  cooled.  The 
other  springs  vary  somewhat  in  tem- 
perature, but  little  in  contents.  They 
contain  only  a  small  portion  of  saline 
matter,  and  seem  to  owe  their  bene- 
ficial effects  less  to  their  mineral  qua- 
lities than  to  their  temperature  and 
the  mode  of  using  them.  The  patient 
begins  with  a  bath  of  an  hour's  dura- 
tion, but  goes  on  increasing  it  daily, 
until  at  length  he  remains  in  the  water 
8  hours  a  day — 4  before  breakfast, 
and  4  after  dinner.  The  usual  cure 
time  (kur)  is  about  3  weeks.  The 
necessity  of  preventing  the  ennui  of 
such  an  amphibious  existence,  if  passed 
in  solitude,  has  led  to  the  practice 
of  bathing  in  common.  The  prin- 
cipal bath-houses  are  divided  into  com- 
partments or  baths,  each  about  20  ft. 
square,  and  capable  of  holding  15  or 
20  persons.  To  each  of  these  baths 
there  are  two  entrances,  communi- 
cating with  dressing-rooms,  one  for 
the  ladies,  the  other  for  the  gentle- 
men. Along  the  partitions  dividing 
the  baths  runs  a  slight  gallery,  into 
which  any  one  is  admitted,  either 
to  look  on  or  converse  with  the 
bathers  below.  The  stranger  on 
entering  will  perceive  a  group  of 
some  12  or  15  heads  emerging  trom 
the  water,  on  the  surface  of  which 
float  wooden  tables  holding  coffee- 
cups,  newspapers,  snuff-boxes,  books, 
and  other  aios,  to  enable  the  bathers 
to  pass  away  their  allotted  hours  with 
as  small  a  trial  to  their  patience 
as  possible.  The  patients,  a  motley 
company,  of  all  ages,  both  sexes, 
and  various  ranks,  delicate  young  la- 
dies, burly  friars,  invalid  officers,  and 
ancient  dames,  are  ranged  around  the 
sides  on  benches,  below  the  water,  all 
clad  in  long  woollen  mantles,  with  a 
tippet  over  their  shoulders.  It  is  not 
a  little  amusing  to  a  bystander  to  see 
people  sipping  their  breakfasts,  or 
reading  the  newspapers,  up  to  their 
chins  in  water — in  one  comer  a  party 
at  chess,  in  another  an  apparent^  in- 
teresting tSte-h'tete  is  going  on;  while 
a  solitary  sitter  may  be  seen  reviving 
in  the  hot  water  a  nosegay  of  yrithere^ 
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flowers.  The  temperature  of  the  bath 
is  preserved  by  a  supply  of  fresh 
water  constantly  flowing  into  it,  from 
which  the  patients  dnnk  at  times. 
Against  the  walls  are  hung  a  set  of 
regulations  and  sumptuary  laws  for 
the  preservation  of  order  and  decorum 
in  tne  baths,  signed  by  the  burgo- 
master, who  enforces  his  authority  oy 
the  threat  of  a  fine  of  20  fir.  for  the 
highest  offence  against  his  code. 

"Art.  7.  Personne  ne  pent  entrer 
dans  ces  bains  sans  etre  revdtue 
d'une  chemise  longue  et  ample,  d'une 
ctoffe  grossiere,  sous  peine  de  2  fir. 
d*amende. 

'*Art  9.  La  mdme  peine  sera  en- 
courue  par  ceux  qui  n'y  entreraient 
pas,  ou  n*en  sortiraient  pas,  d'une 
mani^re  decente," 

Four  hours  of  subaqueous  penance 
are,  by  the  doctor's  decree,  succeeded 
by  one  hour  in  bed;  and  many  a  fair 
nymph  in  extreme  neglige,  with  stock- 
in  gless  feet  and  uncoifed  hair,  may  be 
encountered  crossing  the  open  space 
between  the  bath  and  the  hotels. 
From  their  condition,  one  might  sup- 
pose they  had  been  driven  out  of  doors 
Dy  an  alarm  of  fire,  or  some  such 
threatening  calamity.  The  higher  pa- 
tients go  away  in  September. 

a.  The  principal  curiosity  of  the 
neighbourhood  is  the  Ladders  (Leiter). 
A  path  through  the  woods,  on  the  L 
or  K  side  of  the  Dala,  1^  m.,  half 
an  hour  from  the  baths,  leads  to 
the  foot  of  the  precipice,  which,  as 
before  observed,  hems  in  the  valley  of 
Leuk  on  all  sides,  as  with  a  colossal 
wall.  Upon  the  sloping  pasturafi;e8 
about  a  mile  above  the  summit  of  this 
precipice,  however,  stands  a  village 
callea  Albinen;  and  the  only  mode  by 
which  its  inhabitants  can  communicate 
directly  with  the  baths  is  by  a  series 
of  8  ladders  placed  nearly  perpendicu- 
larly against  the  fiice  of  the  cliff.  It 
cannardly  be  called  difficult  to  climb  to 
the  top,  but  it  would  not  do  for  any  of 
weak  nerves  and  a  dizzy  head,  as  the 
Itidders,  which  are  pinned  to  the  cre- 
vices of  the  rock  by  hooked  sticks,  are 
i.ften  awry,  and  rather  unsteady,  yet 


they  are  traversed  at  all  seasons,  day 
and  night,  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
village  above — by  children,  as  well  as 
men  and  women,  often  with  heavy 
burdens.  The  use  of  the  ladders, 
which  the  nature  of  the  sides  of  the 
valley  renders  indispensable,  has  given 
rise  to  a  Blumerisn  modification  of 
the  dress  of  the  female  peasants.  In 
climbing  the  mountains  the  petti- 
coat is  tucked  up,  and  the  wearers  do 
not  differ  in  appearance  firom  boys. 

N.6. — There  is  an  easy  sloping 
path  from  Albinen  to  Inden. 

6.  A  day  may  be  well  devoted  to  the 
ascent  of  the  Torrent-horn,  a  mountain 
rising  E.  of  Leuk  baths,  if  the  weather 
be  clear.  Mules  can  reach  the  summit 
^9760  ft.  above  the  sea)  in  3^  hours 
(10  fir.  and  bonne-main).  It  com- 
mands a  wonderfiilly  fine  panorama 
of  the  Alps — an  unbroken  series  of 
.peaks  firom  Mont  Blanc  to  the  Sim- 
plon  ;  with  the  Altels,  Gsnalthom, 
and  Blumlis  Alp  on  the  N.  Tlie 
Gemmi  road  lies  deep  below,  and  its 
summit  is  seen  through  a  gap  in  the 
chain.  The  ridge  ends  in  a  fright- 
ful precipice  surrounded  by  isolated 
rocks,  whose  sides  are  equally  vertical 
Pedestrians  will  require  a  g^ide  to 
find  the  path  up.  The  first  1200  ft 
and  the  last  700  are  a  steep  climb. 
Descent  in  2^  hours. 

The  rocky  pass,  called  Felsen  Gal- 
lerie,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Dala, 
on  the  way  to  Siders,  is  a  very  strik- 
ing scene.    (See  below.) 

Mules  are  kept  at  the  baths,  under 
the  direction  of  a  commissaire,  to 
transport  travellers:  the  prices  are 
fixed  Dy  a  printed  tariff.  (§  10.) 


There  are  two  ways  from  the  baths 
of  Leuk  to  the  valley  of  the  Rhone. 

a.   The   carriage -road    from    the 
I  Baths  to  the  Simplon  road  follows  the 
I  course  of  the  Dala  torrent  through 
',  one  of  the  finest  gorges  in  Switzer- 
land ;  and  the  road,  well  engineered, 
descending    by    numerous    zigzags. 
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the  river  by  a  solid  and 
loftj  bridge,  420  ft.  al>oye  the  torrent, 
opposite  Albinen,  and  condncta,  in 
aboat  a^  m.  (2^  hn.  walk),  to  Leuk. 
A  slow  omnibus  goes  daily  from  the 
Baths,  onoe  in  winter  (?),  twice  in 
summer,  to  Susten  and  Sion. 

Leuk  CLoeche)  (/nn.*  OouronneJ,  a 
village  of  1123  Inhab.,  on  the  rt  bank 
of  the  Rhone,  near  its  junction  with  the 
Dala.  A  covered  bridge  over  the 
Rhone  connects  it  with  the  Simplon 
road  (Rte.  59).  Above  it  are  ruins  of 
two  castles,  destroyed  by  the  Valai- 
sans  in  1414^ 

6.  A  mule-path  carried  along  the 
W.  side  of  the  valley  of  the  Dala,  but 
hig^  above  that  river,  conducts  at  cnce 
to  the  town  of  Sierre  (Siders),  12  m. 
distant,  and  is  a  short  cut  for  those 
who  wish  to  descend  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone  towards  Martigny  and  Geneva. 
It  traTerses  the  high  pasturages,  and 
beyond  them  a  forest  of  larch;  and 
passes  the  villa|;e  of  Liden,  near  which 
an  extensive  view  is  gained  over  the 
valley  of  the  Rhone,  its  towns,  vil- 
lages, farms,  and  old  casdes.  The 
unsightly  debris  brought  down  by 
the  rarious  torrents  issuin?  from  the 
opposite  yalley,  and  the  wide  expanse 
of  bare  gravel  oyerflowed  by  the  Khone 
in  spring,  but  in  summer  left  bare 
and  arid-— give  a  desolate  character 
to  the  scene. 

Between  Inden  and  a  village  called 
Varen  the  road  makes  an  abrupt 
turn,  and  the  traveller  finds  himself 
beneath  the  shadow  of  a  tremendous 
overhanging  precipice,  forming  the 
comer  of  the  Loeche  valley.  The 
path  is  carried  along  a  narrow  ledge 
in  front  of  the  diflP;  beneath  it  is  a 
gaping  abyss,  extending  nearly  down 
to  the  bed  of  the  Dala,  and  above,  the 
rocks  lean  so  far  forward  that  stones 
falling  from  their  tops  would  descend 
upon  the  road,  ana  it  is  therefore 
partly  protected  by  a  roofl  This  spot 
IS  called  the  Oalerie,  and  was  the 
scene  of  a  bloody  combat  in  1799, 
when  the  Yalaisans  defended  this 
spot  for  several  weeks  against  the 
Ifrench,  eifectually  checking  all  at- 


tempts to  pass,  by  rolling  down  stones 
and  logs  from  above. 

A  rough  and  steep  descent  leads 
from  this,  in  about  1^  hour,  to 

Sierref  upon  the  Simplon  road  (Rte. 
59).    At  Susten  is  a  good  Inn 


ROUTE  38. 

TURTXAN  AND  KIPPEL  TO  KANDEB8TE0, 
BY  THE  L0T8CH   PASS. 

This  pass  between  the  Valais  and 
the  canton  Berne  was  formerly  in 
much  use,  and  remains  of  the  mule- 
path,  which  was  then  carried  across 
the  entire  way,  are  still  to  be  seen. 
Since  the  construction  of  the  Genmii 
road  more  than  a  century  ago,  this 
has  been  let  to  fall  into  decay,  and 
the  extension  of  the  glaciers,  which 
seems  to  have  been  universal  in  this 
part  of  the  Alpine  chain,  has  destroyed 
part  of  the  old  route.  The  pass  is 
not  difficalt  in  good  weather,  but  it  is 
better  suited  for  a  mountaineer  than 
an  ordinarjr  tourist.  It  may  be  ac- 
complished in  8  hrs.  good  waUung,  so 
that  a  traveller  wishmg  to  avoid  the 
indifferent  Accommodation  at  Kippel 
may  start  from,  or  arrive  at,  Tour- 
temagne  (Rte.  59)  in  the  same  day. 
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The  Lotschthal  has  been  too  much 
neglected  by  Alpine  travellers,  and 
no  inn  has  yet  been  opened,  but  it 
abounds  in  fine  scenery  and  leads 
to  several  interesting  passes  (Rtes. 
35,  60).  Mines  of  argentiferous  ga- 
lena are  worked  in  it.  It  is  approached 
from  Tourtemagne  on  the  Simplon 
road. 

2  miles  above  Tourtemagne  a 
bridge  over  the  Rhone  leads  in  1 
min.  to  the  village  of  Gampel  {Inrij 
homely),  at  the  mouth  of  the  narrow 
and  steep  valley  of  the  Lotschthal, 
rising,  not  in  terraces,  but  with  a 
rapid  and  continuous  ascent  After 
Gampel  a  steep  ascent  up  the  1.  bank 
of  the  Lonza  succeeds  (now  mastered 
by  a  good  road),  commanding  fine 
views  over  the  Rhone.  The  path  next 
enters  a  gorge.  About  an  hour  from 
Compel  there  is  a  fall,  not  visible 
from  the  road,  of  no  great  height, 
but  a  large  volume  of  water.  Beyond 
the  (4  m.)  chapel  of  Koppigstein, 
which  is  constantly  swept  away  by 
avalanches,  you  (1  m.)  cross  the  Lonza 
to  its  rt  bank.  A  group  of  cottages 
soon  appears  in  a  lovely  scene  of 
meadow,  wood,  and  rock,  overhung  by 
superb  peaks,  after  which  the  cha- 
racter of  the  valley  is  more  cheerful 
as  far  as 

1^  m.  Ferden  (Infiy  homely),  where  it 
turns  sharply  to  the  east  At  ihe  angle, 
the  view  along  both  branches  of  the 
valley  is  superb;  the  upper  portion  is 
wider  and  longer  than  tnat  which  has 
been  passed,  extending  to  the  great 
Lotscngletscher,  a  branch  of  the  sea  of 
ice  around  the  Jungfrau,  overhung  by 
the  Lauterbrunn  Breithom  on  one  side, 
and  the  Schienhom,  an  offset  of  the 
Aletschhorn,  on  the  other ;  while  on  the 
S.  the  Nesthom  and  other  very  lofty 
mountains  rise  steeply  in  icy  peaks. 
The  cure's  house  at 

Kippely  15  min.  from  Ferden,  affords 

Eoor  accommodation  for  sleeping,  but 
as  hitherto  been  the  usual  lodging  of 
visitors  to  this  valley.  Joseph  Appener 
is  a  good  guide.  The  cur6  was  an 
active  mountaineer,  but  is  now  an  old 
man.    Few  or  none  of  the  people  cm) 


speak  anything  bat  their  own  German 
patois.  It  is  said  that  equally  good 
accommodation  can  be  obtained  I^hr. 
(4  miles)  higher  up,  at 


Flatten,  which  is  reached  throngh 
magnificent  larch  woods,  after  which, 
on  ascending  to  the  Loetschherg  there 
is  about  2^  nrs.  over  pastures,  bare 
stony  slopes,  and  beaa  of  snow,  to 
the  Col  (8796  fL),  overhune  by  the 
grand  precipices  of  the  Bum-nom, 
which  mrms  the  eastern  end  of  the 
Altels  group.  [**  By  giving  2  or  3  hrs. 
more  to  the  excursion,  a  high  peak 
to  the  £.,  called  the  Hoch-hom^  may  be 
ascended.  Our  guide  did  not  sug- 
gest it  till  we  had  nearly  reached  the 
Col,  from  which  it  is  1^  hr.,  chiefly 
over  ice.  Some  fearfully  steep  slopes 
are  to  be  crossed,  from  which  the 
eye  plunges  down  right  into  the 
(rasterenthal,  5000  to  6000  ft  be- 
neath. A  singular  and  most  striking 
scene  occurs  m  passing  round  an  in- 
sulated steeple  of  rock,  rising  out  of 
the  ice,  with  a  pool  of  dear  blue  water 
at  its  foot  Between  it  and  the  peak 
lies  a  narrow  isthmus  of  ice,  sloping 
steeply  down  on  either  side  ;  after 
passmg  this,  the  icy  shoulder  of  the 
mountain  is  to  be  wound  round,  with 
empty  space  on  two  sides  ;  and  then 
the  last  ascent  up  a  sharp  pile  of 
stones,  takes  15  min.  The  view  is 
superb.  To  the  S.  and  S.W.  Monte 
Rosa,  the  Matterhom,  and  Mont 
Blanc  towering  far  above  nearer 
mountains,  are  the  leading  objects.  To 
the  £.  the  Tschingel-horn  and  other 
points  of  the  chain  on  which  we  stood, 
extending  to  the  Jungfrau  and  the 
Aletschhomer.  To  the  TV.  a  sea  of 
lower  mountains  towurds  the  Simmen- 
thal,  and  an  extensive  view  over  the 
Bernese  lowlands.  Retracing  our 
course  for  a  s^od  way,  we  then  de- 
scended over  Dare  rocks  and  beds  of 
snow  to  the  lower  part  of  the  Balm- 
gletscher,  and  reached  in  a  short  2  hra. 
from  the  Hoch-hom  the  point  where 
the  direct  route  across  the  Lotschberg 
quits  the  glacier,  after  lying  across  it 
probably  for  1^  to  2  m^  Thence  there 
is  about  IJ  hr.  of  very  steep  descent 
into  the  Gftst^renthal,   The  river  is  to 
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be  crossed  by  a  bridge,  which  must 
not  be  missea  :  thence  to  Eandersteg, 
about  2  hrs."— i,'.  TV.] 

Even  without  making  the  excursion 
to  the  Hochhom,  the  view  from  the 
summit  of  the  pass  is  extremely  fine, 
decidedly  superior  to  that  from  the 
Gemmi,  or  any  of  the  passes  over  the 
chain  to  the  K  of  it.  In  descending 
into  the  Gasterenthal  there  are  some 
long  slopes  of  snow,  givingopportunit^ 
for  a  giissade;  when  the  glacier  is 
reached,  which  now  covers  over  the 
old  track,  it  is  advisable  to  keep  to  its 
1.  hand  or  W.  side,  nearest  to  the  rocks 
of  the  Altels,  which  towers  over  the 
yalley.  Aiter  nearly  an  hour's  descent 
over  the  glacier  the  track  emerges 
into  the  Gasterenthal  near  to  the 
chAlets  of  Im  Selden  (Rte.  35).  The 
view  of  the  surroun^ng  peaks  and 
the  Kander  glacier  descending  from 
the  high  plateau  at  its  upper  ex- 
tremity is  magnificent  (see  Kte.  35). 
The  lower  end  of  the  Gasterenthal 
is  crowded  with  huge  blocks,  some 
of  them  probably  brought  down  by 
avalan<^es,  while  others  have  been 
transported  by  ice  from  the  peaks  at 
the  head  of  the  valley.  In  2  hrs.  the 
trayeller  reaches  Kandersteg  (Bte. 
37). 


ROUTE  39. 

PASS  OP  THE  RAWTL. — THUN,  OR  IN- 
TERLAKEN,  TO  8I0N  OR  8TERBE. — 
TUE  ORIMML 

The  pass  of  the  Rawyl  begins  at 
An  der  Lenk,  at  the  N.  foot  of  the 
pass,  a  good  halting-place,  about  36 
m.  from  Thun;  diligence  twice  a  day 
from  Thun  to  Zweisimmen,  thence 
3  hrs.  walk  to  An  der  Lenk  ;  thence 
to  Sion,  over  the  mountain,  is  fully 
10  hrs.,  or  to  Sierre  11  hrs.  it 
is  traversed  sometimes  on  horseback, 
but  is  better  calculated  for  the  pedes- 
trian. From  Sion  to  the  top  of  the 
pass  there  is.  a  good  mule-path,  re- 
cently much  improved.  Nothing  but 
a  little  milk  is  to  be  had  between  An 
der  Lenk  and  Sion,  therefore  provi- 
sions ought  to  be  taken.  The  scenery 
on  both  sides  of  the  pass  resembles 
that  on  the  S.  side  of  the  GemmL 

The  village  of  An  der  Lenk  may 
be  reached  from  the  lake  of  Thun, 
by  following  the  Simmenthal,  along 
which  there  is  a  good  char-road,  or 
by  the  IMemtigen  Thai  and  the  pass 
of  the  Grimmi,  a  route  accessible  only 
to  pedestrians;  or,  thirdly,  by  Fru- 
tigen,  the  Enestligen  Thai,  and 
Adelboden.  The  scenery  by  the 
Diemtigen  Thai  is  inferior ;  and 
there  is  little  saving  of  time.  In 
going  from  Interlaken  the  way  by  the 
Engstligen  Thai  is  decidedly  shorter 
for  pedestrians. 

a.  The  road  up  the  Simmenthal  is  de- 
scribed (Bte.  42)  as  far  as  Zweisimmen. 
Thence  the  char-road  is  continued, 
bearing  to  the  1.  up  the  Ober  Sim- 
menthal, about  10  m.,  to  An  der  Lenk. 

h.  The  route  by  the  Diemtigen  Thai 
leaves  the  Simmenthal  at  Lattenbach 
10  m.  from  Thun.  A  path  there 
strikes  o£F  up  the  Diemtiffen  Thai, 
crosses  the  stream  of  the  Cnivel,  and 
follows  its  1.  bank  through  Diemtigen 
and  Narrenbach,  then  recrosses  it  to 

Thiermatten^  where  there  is  an  inn, 
about  4  hrs.  from  Lattenbach,  or  4^ 
from  Wimmis,  from  whence  a  path 
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mounts  the  vallej  bj  the  rt  bank. 
About  a  mile  beyond  this  it  again 
passes  the  stream,  and,  leaving  it  on 
the  L,  g^radually  ascends  to  the  pass 
of  the  Grmmi  (5580  ft).,  3  hrs.  from 
Thiermatten.  Descending  through 
the  Fermel  Tkal  (a  fertile  yalley,  omy 
6  m.  long),  it  reaches 

Matten,  in  the  Upper  Simmenthal, 
on  the  char-road  leading  from  Zwei- 
simmen  to  An  der  Lenk,  4  m. 

c.  The  route  by  theEngstligen  Thai 
qpits  the  road  or  the  Gemmi  at  Fru- 
tigen  (Rte.  37),  where  the  torrent 
from  that  valley  ioins  the  Eander  (5^ 
hrs.  from  Interlaken).  From  Fru- 
tigen  it  is  a  walk  of  4}  hrs.  to  Adel- 
&(^m,  where  there  is  a  smtdX  Inn  near 
the  church.  A  pedestrian  in  eood 
training  who  has  started  early  from 
Interlaken,  may  reach  An  der  Lenk 
in  the  same  day  by  the  low  pass  of 
the  Hahnenmoos,  3  hrs.  walk  to 

An  der  Lenk — Inns :  Bad-Hohliebe, 
excellent,  landlord  speaks  English: 
Bar;  Stem;  Krone,  clean  and  reason- 
able, attentive  host ;  beautifully  situ- 
ated near  the  base  of  the  WUdsirubel 
(10,716  Eng.  ft.)  Strong  sulphureous 
springs,  temp.  48*^  F.,  much  used  by 
the  Swiss,  3309  fr.  above  sea. 

The  Simmen  rises  about  6  m.  above 
An  der  Lenk,  at  the  foot  of  the 
glacier  of  Badiberg,  from  a  source 
called  the  Seven  Fountains.  In  the 
source  itself  there  is  little  to  compen- 
sate for  the  trouble  of  the  ascent  to 
it,  but  the  scenery  around  it  is  of 
Great  grandeur.  Between  it  and  An 
der  Lenk  the  Simmen  forms  several 
cascades.  There  is  a  char-road  for 
about  3  m.  fW>m  An  der  Lenk  towards 
the  Sieben  Bnmnen.  An  interesting 
account  of  glacier  excursions  about 
An  der  Lenk,  including  two  ascents  of 
theWildstrubel,  and  a  passage  over  the 
glaciers  between  this  and  the  Gemmi 
pass,  has  been  given  by  Mr.  Hinchliff 
m  'Peaks,  Passes,  and  Glaciers.' 

The  path  to  Sion,  is  passable  for  a  char 
for  about  3  m.  Instead  of  proceeding 
towards  the  source  of  the  Simmen, 
it  ascends  the  I  bank  of  its  tributary, 
the  Iffigenbach;  and  the  gorge  of  that 
torrent,  flanked  by  vast  precipices,  is 
in  places  very  grand. 


The  solitary  traveller  should  beware 
of  losing  time  by  crossing  a  tempting 
bridge  about  halfnray  to  Iffigen,  a 
little  below  a  very  picturesque  water- 
fall. 

Iffigen,  a  group  of  farm-houses,  one 
of  which  is  a  tolerable  Inn,  at  the  N. 
base  of  the  Rawyi,  near  which  the 
Iffigenbach  makes  a  very  fine  fall,  is  a 
good  2  hrs.  walk  from  iJenk.  Another 
2^  hrs.  will  bring  you  to  the  cross  on 
the  summit  by  proceeding  steadily. 

A  series  of  zigsags  mounts  the  steep 
sideofthemountainabovelffigen.  The 
path  has  been  excellently  constructed 
over  this  part  of  the  pass,  and  work- 
men are  constantly  employed  in  keep- 
ing it  in  repair.  The  small  cascades 
that  used  to  fall  on  the  path  from  the 
rock  above,  have  been  diverted,  and 
the  way  throughout  is  so  broad  that 
the  most  timid  person  need  not  fear 
any  uneasiness.  From  the  brow  of 
the  precipice,  looking  N.,  a  fine  view 
expands  over  the  valley  of  An  der 
Lenk,  and  the  moimtfuns  of  the  Sim- 
menthal covered  with  fine  pastures  and 
farmhouses.  Crossing  a  bed  Of  snow, 
the  path  leads  up  to 

The  summit  of  the  pass  of  the 
Rawyl,  marked  by  a  cross  (7960  ft). 
The  summit  is  probably  2  m.  broad, 
covered  with  loose  shattered  firef- 
ments  of  slate,  and  almost  utteny 
bare  of  vegetation.  When  clouds  lie 
on  the  pass,  a  stranger  cannot  trace  the 
path  over  the  stones,  which  is  tedious 
from  the  number  of  gullies,  and  the  al- 
ternately crumblingandslippery  nature 
of  the  soil,  consisting  of  day-slate, 
which  gradually  changes  into  clay.  A 
small  hike  is  reached  before  the  tra- 
veller eains  the  brow  of  the  S.  decli- 
vity of  the  mountain,  consisting  of 
precipices  similar  to  those  on  the  side 
of  Berne.  The  view  hence  of  the 
mountains  on  the  S.  side  of  Uie  vale  of 
the  Rhone,  especially  of  the  Mat- 
terhom  and  its  glaciers,  is  sublime. 
A  zigzag  path  conducts  down  the 
cliffs  to  Uie  chalets  of  Bawin  in  1  hr. 
15  min.  The  descent  is  jgood,  the 
path  havine  been  recently  recon- 
structed. Close  to  these  chalets  two 
large  bodies  of  water  burst,  one  on 
either  hand  from  the  clifis,  forming 
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fine  faDfl.  That  on  the  rt.  has  an  im- 
commoiilj  fine  and  singular  appear- 
ance, bnrsting  out  of  a  black  cleft  in 
the  iace  of  a  broad  and  precipitous 
rock,  in  5  or  6  distinct  columns,  and 
afterwards  forming  a  fine  wild  tumble 
of  foaming  water.  Though  appa* 
rently  clear  when  issuing  from  the 
rocky  it  has  no  sooner  touched  the 
eround  than  it  becomes  a  river  of 
uqiild  mud,  a  large  portion  of  which 
is  a  short  way  below  separated  from 
the  torrent,  and  conducted  very  in- 
genioualT  along  the  face  of  the  moun- 
tain, and  at  one  part  against  a  per- 
j>endicu]ar  cliff,  tiU,  aner  a  course 
of  several  miles,  it  fertilises  the 
meadows  near  Ayent. 

Two  paths  branch  off  at  the  cha- 
lets of  Bawm ;  the  one  leading  in  5^ 
hrs.  to  Sierre ;  the  other,  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  stream,  through  Avent 
to  Sion  in  4^  hrs.  The  walk  from 
the  chalets  of  Rawin  to  Sierre  is  very 
fatiguing,  owing  to  the  frequent 
ascents  and  descents.  For  nearly  half 
an  hour  from  Rawin,  the  rt.-hana  path 
runs  nearly  on  a  level :  it  next  rises 
for  some  distance  to  turn  a  rocky  bar- 
rier, and  then  descends  on  Ayent,  Foot 
passengers  can  avoid  this  ascent  by  fol- 
lowing the  bank  of  the  water-course 
before  mentioned,  which  saves  nearly 
an  hour.  The  most  dangerous  part 
takes  10  min.  or  f  hr.  to  traverse. 
The  only  way  of  passing  is  along  trees 
supported  on  cross  bars  against  the 
face  of  the  precipitous  rocks  at  a  con- 
siderable height  above  the  stream. 
The  scene  here  is  very  g^nd.  The 
rock  hangs  over  on  the  rt.  side,  and  on 
theL  recedes  beneath  to  a  depth  of  1000 
ffc.  The  trees  are  placed  singly  above 
the  bed  of  the  watercourse,  and  are  not 
more  than  a  few  inches  wide,  and  not 
very  firmly  secured,  which  increases 
the  danger.  This  track  should  not 
be  attempted  by  persons  in  the  least 
liable  to  eiddiness  or  nervousness. 

The  omer  and  lonser  road  is  prac- 
ticable for  mules  Srom  Sion  up  to 
the  top  of  the  pass.  For  some  dis- 
tance It  lies  amidst  forests  of  fir. 
It  unites  with  the  footpath  before 
reaching 

AyaU  (accommodation  at  the  curfs). 


about  3  hrs.  walk  firom  the  summit, 
passing  the  hamlet  of  Grimseln. 

Sion  (Rte.  56),  in  1^  hr. 

At  Sion,  experienced  guides  and 
mules  may  be  oDtained  for  the  ascent 
of  the  Rawyl,  called  Ravou€  in  the 
patois  of  the  Valais. 


ROUTE  40. 

LENK  TO  LAUENEN,  BY  THE  TRGTTLIS- 
BEBfi. — LAUENEN  TO  GSTEIQ,  BY  THE 
CHBDTEN. 

This  is  a  mule-road  of  5|  hrs.,  and 
does  not  require  a  guide.  Beyond 
the  church  of  An  der  Lenk,  the  path, 
after  traversing  meadows  and  groves 
and  pastoral  scenery  with  the  magni- 
ficent glaciers  of  the  Wildstriibel  and 
the  Wudhom  in  sight,  begins  to  as- 
cend on  tlie  N.  side  of  the  valley  to 
the  Ober  Staffel,  a  plain  which  is 
reached  in  2^  hrs.  An  hour  more 
brings  the  traveller  to  the  pass  of 
Truttlisberg  (about  5900  ft.),  between 
the  Dauben  and  the  Stublen.  A  steep 
descent  leads  in  1^  hr.  to 

Lauenen  (Itm:  Bar,  rough,  but  not 
uncomfortaole),  whence  in  2  hrs.  over 
the  Chrinen  (5000  ft.).  [Saanen  may 
be  reached  in  2  hrs.  fVom  Lauenen 
(Rte.  42)  hy  a  good  char-road  through 
very  pleasmg  scenery.J 

Gsteig.  Inn :  Hirsch,  dear  and  dirty, 
but  not  so  bad  as  it  looks.    (Rte.  41 .) 
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ROUTE  41. 

PASS    OF  THE    8ANETSCH    (IN    FRENCH 
BENIN). — BAANEN  TO  SION. 

About  12  hrs. 

This  is  a  long,  steep,  and  tedious 
horse-pass,  but  not  dangerous  except 
in  very  bad  weather.  The  village  of 
Saanen  (or  Gessonay),  and  the  road 
between  it  and  Thun,  are  described  in 
Bte.  42.  Char-road  firom  Saanen  to 
Gsteig,  about  11  m. 

At  Stood  the  path  turns  S.  by  the 
vaUey  of  the  Saane,  the  upper  end  of 
which  is  called  Gestig-Thal,  to 

Gsteig  (Ch&telet  in  French),  {Inn 
tolerable),  the  highest  village  in  it, 
situated  close  under  the  lofty  and  pre- 
cipitous Mittaghom,  and  near  the 
foot  of  the  Sanetsch,  the  most  west- 
erly of  the  passes  over  the  Bernese 
chain. 

[From  Gsteig  there  is  an  easy  pass 
by  the  Colde  Pilkm  (5150  ft.),  which 
leads  to  the  Hotel  des  Diablerets 
(Rte.  43),  and  to  Les  lies  in  the  Yal 
d'Ormond  dessus,  whence  there  is  a 
beautiful  path  to  Bex  by  the  Col  de  la 
Croix,  and  a  char-road  by  Sepey  to 
Aigle  and  the  lower  Valais.] 

It  is  advisable  to  sleep  at  Gsteig, 
from  which  Sion  is  distant  10  easy 
hrs.,  or  8  hrs.  hard  walking.  The  pass 
rises  from  this  place  in  a  very  preci- 
pitous manner,  and  often  resembles  the 
pass  of  the  Genmil  f  hr.  above 
Gsteig  the  Saane  makes  a  beautiful 
fall,  clearing  the  face  of  the  rock  b^ 
at  least  100  ft.  In  the  evening  it  is 
crowned  by  an  iris.  The  path  con- 
tinues by  the  side  of  the  Saane  up  to 
its  source.  Lovely  view  looking  back 
on  Gsteig.    After  a  climb  of 

2  hrs.  a  grassy  plain  is  entered, 
which  is  i  surrounded  with  abrupt 
rocky  mountains,  and  which  leads  by 
a  gentle  ascent  of  an  hr.  to 


The  summitt  7S65  ft  above  the  sea- 
level,  a  wild,  rocky,  solitary  plain  3  or 
4  m.  long,  called  Kreutzboden,  barely 
relieved  by  a  few  patches  of  vegetation. 
To  the  W.  the  Sana  Fleuron  glacier 
descends  from  the  Oldenhom  (ascended, 
in  1857  by  Mr  Hinchliff  and  Mr. 
Bradshaw  Smith),  near  to  the  summit 
the  Erentzboden.  The  pass  is  not 
a  grand  one,  but  the  mountains  of 
the  great  chain  of  the  Alps  are 
finely  seen,  from  Mt.  Velan  and 
Mt  Combin  to  the  Dent  d'Erin  and 
the  Dent  Blanche,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  tJie  Matterhom.  But  neither 
that  remarkable  peak  nor  any  part  of 
the  Weisshom,  Itothhom,  or  Monte 
Rosa,  are  visible.  The  whole  of  the 
straight,  steep  Yal  d*£rin  from  the 
Valais,  and  tne  glacier  of  Ferpccle, 
are  seen  directly  in  frt)nt.  On  the 
other  side  the  descent  is  steep  but 
grassy  all  the  way  down  to  the  pine 
rorests,  through  which  the  road  to  bion 
is  tedious,  but  not  unpleasing. 

2  m.  from  the  summit  the  Morge  river 
is  crossed,  and  after  4  m.  of  bad  winding 
road,  passing  a  chdlet,  is  again  crossed 
by  the  Font  Neuf,  a  substantial  stone 
foot-bridge  200  ft  above  the  black 
stream.  *'  There  is  a  very  pleasing 
vet  grand  view  from  this  point.  The 
black  slate  rocks  rise  on  the  £.  to  a 
height  of  about  2500  ft.  Portions  of 
rock  have  been  detached  and  stand 
upright  from  the  valley,  each,  the 
height  of  a  small  mountain.  The  hill 
on  the  W.  is  covered  with  fir-trees. 
A  white  horizontal  line  will  be  ob- 
served on  the  face  of  the  slate  moun- 
tain (rt.) ;  this  is  the  wall  of  a  water- 
course constructed  at  the  sole  expense 
of  a  farmer's  wife  to  supply  her  native 
village  with  water  for  irrigation,  of 
which  she  had  felt  the  want  in  her 
lifetime,  and  for  which  she  left  the 
whole  of  her  fortune  at  her  death." 
The  descent  continues  for  about  5  m. 
through  the  ravine  of  the  Morge. 
Near  its  mouth  is  a  nuned  casUe, 
and  fine  view  over  the  valley  of  the 
Rhone,  the  Matterhom,  &c.  The 
only  vUlaee, 

Chandolin  Hiumble  Irm,  good  wine) 
is  the  first  place  from  Gsteig  where 
refreshments  can  be  procured.     Here 
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and  at  Saviese  are  many  narrow  lanes, 
throng  which  the  way  is  intricate  to 
find.  Fine  view,  as  you  descend,  of  the 
3  castles  of 

Sion  (Bte.  56).  {Time  from  Sion: 
walking  to  Chandolin  1^  hr.;  to  sum- 
mit of  pass,  4  hrs.;  to  Gsteig,  3^  hrs.) 


ROUTE  42. 


THON  TO  YEVAY,  BT  THE  SIMUEN- 
THAL  ;  SAANEN,  CHItEAU  D'OEX, 
AND  OKOTEBES  : — ^PASS  OP  THE  DEKT 
DE  JAMAH. 


26^  leagues  = 

=  79  Eng. 

m. 

Leagues.   Eng.in. 

Tbim 

WelBsenbarg    . 

.     41     = 

14 

ZweUbDmen    . 

.     31    — 

11 

Saaoen  (Gessenay)     2|    = 
ChAt««id'Oex.     .    21    = 

9 

7 

MontboTOD .     . 

.     3      « 

7 

Balle     .    .    . 

:.1  = 

10 

Vevay   .    .     . 

19 

m 
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An  excellent  carriage-road.  The 
inns  and  the  means  of  travelling 
are  not  good.  The  valley  abounds 
in  rich  cultivation,  fields,  orchards, 
and  garden  meadows  reaching  to 
the  tops  of  the  hills,  with  houses 
and  vilLiges  lying  along  the  banks  of 
the  river,  varied  with  fir  forests,  rocky 
gorges  and  open  basins,  entirely  of  a 
pastoral  character. 

A  diligence  with  9  seats  every 
morning  from  Thun  to  Saanen  (!Fr. 
Gessonay)  in  9  hrs.  A  lighter  ve- 
hicle with  6  places  only  leaves  Saanen 
in  the  morning,  and  reaches  Vevay 
in  about  10  hrs.  Those  who  can 
walk   or   ride   will  prefer  to  reach 


Vevay  from  Ch&teau  d'Oex,  orMont- 
bovon,  by  the  Dent  de  Jaman. 

6  m.  The  entrance  to  the  Simmen- 
thal  lies  between  the  Stockhom  on  the 
rt  and  the  Niesen  on  the  L,  and  is 
approached  firom  Thun  by  the  road 
along  the  margin  of  the  lake  (see 
Rte.  37),  and  the  banks  of  the  Kander, 
as  far  as  its  junction  with  the  Simmen, 
a  little  below  the  picturesque  castle 
of  Wimmis,  which  our  road  leaves 
1  m.  on  the  L 

Brothausi  at  foot  of  Niesen  {Tntif 
Hirsch). 

About  3|  m.  farther  is  Erlenbach 
(Inn,  Krone).  From  this  parsonage 
Latrobe  started  on  those  Alpine  expe- 
ditions which  he  has  described  in  so 
admirable  and  interesting  a  manner  in 
his  Alpenstock  (an  excellent  English 
guide  with  a  foreign  name).  The 
Stockhom  (3  hrs.  ascent)  rises  almost 
immediately  behind  the  village  of  Er- 
lenbach. 

4^  m.  Weisaenhurg  [has  a  rough  coun- 
try Inn  (Post),  where  mules  may  be 
hired,  and  chairs  with  bearers,  to  con- 
vey persons  who  do  not  choose  to  walk, 
to  the  Sulphur  Baths  of  Weissenburg,  be- 
tween 2  and  3  m.  from  this.    There  is 
an  ascent  immediately  on  leaving  the 
village,  but  after  that  the  path  winds 
through    a    beautiful  defile    till   the 
Old  Bath-house,  singularly  situated 
in  a  profound  chasm,  Dursts  unon  the 
view,  in  a  little  nook  between  the  boil- 
ing torrent  Biintschi  and  the  rocks. 
This  building  is  now  almost  exclu- 
sively occupied  by  peasants,  as  a  large 
new  /r(rf<?/andbatn-nouse  of  a  superior 
class  has  been  opened  near  the  mouth 
of  the  gorge.    This  is  well  kept  by  an 
attentive  landlord,  and  the  char^ 
are  reasonable.    The  scenery  around 
is  highly  picturesque,  but  inaccessible 
to  all  but  stout  climbers,  except  along 
the  road  to  Weissenburg.   The  waters 
contain  sulphur,  mi^esia,  soda,  and 
iron,  and  are  efficacious  in  removing 
internal    obstructions.      The    source 
is  i  m.  higher  up  the  gorge,  and  the 
water  (alwve    82°   Fahr.)    conveyed 
to  the  baths  in  wooden  pipes  car- 
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ried  along  the  face  of  the  precipice. 
Some  waj  up  the  ravine  the  pea- 
sants have  formed  a  pathway  out  of 
it  to  the  upper  pastures,  by  cutting 
notches  or  rude  steps  in  the  face  of  the 
rock,  and  partly  by  attaching^  ladders 
to  it.  By  this  means  they  scale  a  dizzy 
precipice  between  200  and  300  ft.  high. 
The  pedestrian  bound  for  the  upper 
Simmenthal  need  not  retrace  his  steps 
to  Weissenburg,  as  there  is  a  short 
cut  direct  from  the  baths  to  Oberwyl, 
on  the  high  road.1 

The  Simmenegg  is  a  defile  formed  by 
2  projecting  rocks,  between  which  the 
road  passes  to 

4^  m.  Boltigen{Inn:  Bar;  trout-fish- 
ing here),  a  village  situated  2600  ft. 
above  the  sea,  a  little  to  the  S.  of  the 
old  castle  of  Simmenegg.  The  ruined 
castle  of  Laubeck  overlooks  the  road, 
which  is  now  carried  round  the  emi- 
nence, avoiding  a  steep  ascent.  The 
gorge  of  Laubeck  is  a  scene  of  gran- 
deur. Near  Beidenbach  tiiere  are  coal- 
mines. [Two  paths  lead  from  Beiden- 
bach to  BuUe,  each  in  about  8  hrs. 
One  over  the  Klus  is  steeper  and  more 
mountainous ;  the  other,  by  Bader- 
moos,  through  lower  country,  with 
pastoral  scenery  alternating  with  pine 
forests.  Either  path  leads  down  the 
valley  ^  of  the  Jaun  and  shortens  the 
journey  to  BuUe  by  about  4  leagues.] 
The  river  is  crossed  3  times  before 
reaching 

Qi  nu  Zweisimmen,  a  village  of  1 200 
Inhab.,  composed  of  old  brown  and 
red  wooden  houses  (no  good  Irm: 
Lion;  Krone),  at  the  junction  of  the 
great  and  lesser  Simmen.  The  Castle 
of  Blanhenbttrg  crowns  the  height 
about  a  mile  above  it  Until  the 
democratic  revolutions  in  canton 
Berne,  it  was  the  residence  of  the 
landvogt,  who  now  occupies  his  own 
humble  f&rm-house  beside  it.  It  is 
still  the  seat  of  the  government,  and 
the  prison.  [A  char-road  1.  runs  hence 
past  (3  m.)  St  Stephan  {Imn:  Alter 
Schweitzer),  to  (2A  m.)  Matten  and 
(3}  m.)  An  der  Lenk  (see  Bte.  39).] 

The  road  to  BuUe  and  Vevay  now 
quits  the  Simmenthal  by  a  very  steep 
ascent,  through  beautiful  scenery,  in 
which  rugged  peaks  of  limestone  are 


interspersed  with  grand  forests  of  pine, 
and,  turning  to  the  S.W.,  crosses  an 
elevated  tract  of  pasture-land  called  the 
Saanen-Moser,  till  it  descends  upon 

9  m,  Saanen  (Fr.  Gessonay) — Itms  : 
Grosslandhaus  ;  H.  de  Kranich  ; 
rOurs),  the  principal  place  in  the 
pastoral  valley  of  the  upper  Saane 
(Sarine),  whose  3629  Inhab.  are 
almost  exclusively  cattle -owners,  or 
occupied  in  their  dairies,  and  in  manu- 
facturing excellent  cheese,  exported 
to  all  parts  of  the  world  as  &my^res 
cheese.  A  kind  peculiar  to  the  valley, 
too  delicate  to  bear  exportation,  "is 
called  Fotschari-kase.  [The  ascent  of 
the  Sanetsch  Pass  (Bte.  41)  is  made 
from  this.  Taking  the  char-road  to 
Gsteig  (9  m.),  you  may  cross  Col  de 
Pillon  tOj  Sepey,  in  Val  des  Ormonds, 
and  les  Diablerets  (Bte.  43).  There 
is  also  a  pleasant  footpath  leading  to 
Gruyfere  over  Grubenberg  in  2f  bra.; 
then  by  Ablatschen  li  hr.;  then  by 
Jaun  li  hr.  (Bellegarde  in  French), 
Inn,  clean.  And  lastly  down  the  valley 
of  the  Jaun.l 

^  The  road  beyond  this  is  hilly.  A 
little  .below  Saanen  we  pass  out  of 
Berne  into  canton  Vaud.  German, 
the  language  of  the  upper  extremity 
of  the  valley,  is  soon  exchanged  for 
a  French  patois,  in  the  lower  por- 
tion, which  is  called  Pays  d'en  haut 
Bomand.  The  first  Vaudois  vills^  2j^ 
m.,  is  Bougemont  (Germ.  Botht^ig 
— Inn:  Kreutz).  Its  chateau  was  for- 
merly a  convent 

4^  m.  Chdteaud*  Oex  (Oeacliy^Inns: 
L'Ours ;  Maison  de  Ville) — a  village 
of  2300  Inhab.,  3030  ft.  above  the  sea, 
rebuilt  after  a  conflagration  in  180<>, 
The  ch&teau,  after  which  it  is  named, 
is  replaced  by  a  church  on  the  height 
where  once  it  stood.  The  road  next 
crosses  the  Saane  to  1|  m.  Jlfou/ou. 
[Hence  a  path  strikes  off  into  the 
Val  des  Ormonds  (Bte.  43)  by  the 
Monette,  also  leading  into  that  over  the 
Dent  de  Jaman.]  At  1^  m.  a  turn  to 
the  L  leads  across  the  river,  passing 
to  Bossmiere,  the  ancient  'Pension 
Henschoz.  It  is  highly  praised; 
charge  for  bed  and  board!,  4  ir.  50  c 
a  day.  The  pass  of  the  Tine  between 
very  grand  rocks  and  pines  leads  to 
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4  m.  M<m&)Own — (Babenberg.  7nn  : 
H.  de  Jaman,  fair,  clean,  and  civil) 
— ^which  Byron  calls  **a  pretty  scraggy 
viSag^e,  with  a  wild  riyer  and  a  wocmen 
bridge:**  it  is  situated  in  canton  Frey- 
boi^.  A.  few  horses  are  kept  here  for 
hire.  It  is  better  to  order  them  from 
Vevay  the  day  before. 

[A  horse-path  over  the  highly  inte- 
resting Pass  of  Dent  de  /amon? Jommen 
Pass),  4890  ft  above  ^e  sea-level,  de- 
scending upon  the  Lake  of  Geneva 
above  Montrenx,  will  bring  the  tra- 
veller to  Vevay,  a  walk  of  5  hrs. 
After  reaching  the  Col.  and  descend- 
ing about  }  hr.  the  path  divides, 
the  rt  leading  to  Vevay,  the  L  to 
Montrenx.  Guide  needless.  ■  Byron, 
who  crossed  this  path,  describes 
the  whole  route  as  **  beautiful  as 
a  dream.**  *'  The  view  from  the 
highest  points  (we  had  both  sides  of 
the  Jura  before  us  in  one  point  of 
view,  with  alps  in  plenty)  comprises, 
on  one  side,  the  greatest  part  of 
Lake  Leman  ;  on  tne  other,  the  val- 
leys and  mountain  of  the  canton  of 
Freiburg,  and  an  immense  plain,  with 
the  lakes  of  Neuchatel  and  Morat 
and  all  which  the  borders  of  the 
Lake  of  Geneva  inherit  The  music 
of  the  cow's  bells  (for  their  wealth, 
like  the  patriarch's,  is  cattle)  in  the 
pastures,  which  reach  to  a  height  far 
above  any  mountains  in  Britam,  and 
the  shepherds  shouting  to  us  from 
cra^  to  crag,  and  playing  on  their 
reeds,  where  the  steeps  appeared  al- 
most inaccessible,  witn  the  surround- 
ing scenery,  realized  all  that  I  have 
ever  heard  or  imagined  of  a  pas- 
toral existence— much  more  so  than 
Greece  or  Asia  Minor,  for  there  we 
haye  a  little  too  much  of  the  sabre 
and  musket  order,  and  if  there  is  a 
crook  in  one  hand,  you  are  sure  to 
see  a  gun  in  the  other ;  but  this  was 
pure  and  unmixed — solitary,  savage, 
and  patriarchal.  As  we  went  they 
played  the  *Banz  de  Vaches'  and 
other  airs  by  way  of  farewelL  I  have 
lately  reneopled  my  mind  with  nature." 
— Bynms  Journal. 

The  view  from  the  Col  (inferior  to 
that  icom  the  Col  de  Flllon)  commands 


S-eat  part  of  the  lake,  but  to  see  the 
berland  range  you  must  climb  the 
Dent  itself,  2  hrs.  from  the  CoL  From 
Vevay  to  the  Col  is  4  hrs.  walk.3 

The  carriaffe-road  firom  Montbovon 
to  Vevaj  makes  a  very  long  detour  : 
descending  the  valley  of  the  8aane, 
and  circling  around  the  base  of  the 
Moleson  (6181  ft.),  the  highest  moun- 
tain in  canton  Freybure,  it  passes 
under  the  hills  crowned  by  the  castle 
and  town  of 

7  m.  Oruyeres  (German,  Greyerz)-  - 
Inns:  not  good.  This  dirty  little 
mouldering  town  of  375  Inhab.  is  ex- 
tremely picturesque  from  its  position 
on  the  face  of  a  hiU,  the  top  of 
which  is  crowned  b^  the  Ccatht  very 
commanding  from  its  situation,  and 
well  preserved.  Its  owners,  the  Counts 
of  Gruydres,  were  sovereigns  of  the 
surrounding  district  down  to  1554, 
when  the  family  became  bankrupt, 
and  the  creditors  seized  and  sold  tne 
lordship  to  Berne,  so  that  the  last 
descenoant  died  in  a  strange  land. 
The  castle  has  been  sold  to  M.  Rory, 
who  has  repaired  it  with  taste. 
The  gloomy  antiquity  of  the  in- 
terior corresponds  with  the  cha- 
racter of  its  watch-towers,  battle- 
ments, and  loop-holes  as  seen  from 
without  The  walls  are  14  (L  thick, 
the  haUs  vaulted  and  diml^  lighted 
by  small  windows  :  in  ^one  is  a  fire- 
place at  which  oxen  were  roasted 
whole.  The  torture  chamber  at  the 
top  of  the  stairs  contained  the  rack, 
which  had  been  used  within  the  pre- 
sent century  to  inflict  punishment 
The  Ch.of  St.  Th4oduie (1254)  contains 
a  monument  with  marble  effigies  of 
a  Count  of  Gruydres,  in  singular  cos- 
tume. The  inhabitants  of  the  town 
are  a  lazy  set,  many  of  them  pensioners 
of  a  very  rich  Hospital  here. 

The  language  spoken  by  the  people 
of  the  district,  a  dialect  of  the  Ko- 
mansch  (called,  in  German,  Gruverin- 
Welsch),  is  thou^t  to  prove  their 
descent  from  the  Burgunmans.  It  is 
a  subject  worthy  the  attention  of  tra- 
vellers. The  mstrict  is  also  fiunous 
for  its  cheeses^  and  supplies  fri>m  its 
rich  pastures   a  great  part   of  the 
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40,000  centners  (cwt.)  of  cheese  which 
canton  Freyburg  manufactures  yearly, 
and  which  is  chiefly  exported  under 
the  name  of  Gruy^re. 

The  watch-tower  of  La  Tour  de 
Treme  waa  an  outpost  of  the  Counts 
of  Gruyeres. 

3  m.  Buile  (Boll)— (/wis;  Cheval 
Blanc ;  Maison  de  Ville)— one  of  the 
most  industrious  towns  in  the  canton. 
It  contains  2000  Inhab.,  and  is  the  chief 
depot  for  the  Gruv^re  cheese  made 
in  the  valleys  of  the  Saarine  and  of 
Charmey,  and  in  the  elevated  plateau 
of  which  it  is  the  centre.  It  is  2300 
ft.  above  die  level  of  the  sea;  and  if 
the  ages  inscribed  on  the  tombstones 
form  any  test,  it  must  be  one  of  the 
healthiest  places  in  the  world.  There 
is  an  old  chateau,  but  the  town  is 
modem,  having  been  burnt  in  1805. 
It  is  distant  about  18  m.  from  Frey- 
burg, and  the  same  from  Vevay.  A 
diligence  daily  to  Romont  Stat,  on  the 
Rly.  from  Freyburg  to  Vevay. 

[From  Bulle  or  Gruydres  may  be 
made  the  ascent  of  the  MoUaon  (6181 
ft,),  commanding  a  magnificent  view.] 
Our  course  now  turns  S.  along  the 
high  road  between  these  two  places, 
skirting  the  W.  base  of  the  Moleson  to 
11  m.  ChaUl  St.  Denis  (Kastels)— 
{Trm :  Maison  de  Ville)— a  picturesque 
village  with  an  elevated  castle  on  the 
1.  bank  of  the  Veveyse.  i  m.  S.  of 
it  the  road  enters  canton  Vaud. 

An  excellent  road,  admirably  en- 
gineered, carried  by  an  easy  descent 
in  zigzags  down  the  steep  hill  towards 
the  beautiful  lake  Lemau,  conducts 
the  traveller  to 

8  m-  Vevay  (Rte.  55).  The  view  from 
this  road  is  nearly  as  fine  as  fit)m 
the  Jaman,  so  that  you  have  no  reason 
to  regret  the  enormous  bends  which 
it  makes,  though  they  lengthen  the 
journey  by  several  miles. 

[A  secluded  route  leads  from  Thun 
to  Gruybre  as  follows:  2 J  hrs.  Wat- 
terwyl,  2  hrs.  Gumigel,  2|  hrs. 
Schwefelbad,  4  hrs.  Schwarz  See  or 
Lake  of  Omeinaz,  2^  hrs.  Valsainte, 
3  hrs.  Gruy^re. 

The  Baths  of  Gurmgel  (37S2  ft.)  are 
much  frequented  by  the  Bernese.  The 
country  is  high  and  wooded.    Schwe^ 


felhad,  or  Bath  of  Ganterist,  is  a  de- 
caying establishment  in  a  treeless 
country.  The  lake  of  Omeinaz  (3464 
ft)  is  deservedly  called  the  Schwartz 
See.  Hospitable  quarters  at  a  ne- 
glected bathing  establishment  on  its 
W.  shore.  The  surrounding  landscape 
is  charming.  The  ValsainU  is  a  mo- 
nastery in  a  smiling  valley.] 


ROUTE  43. 

GHItEAU  D*0EZ  to  AlOLE  OR  BEX,  BT 
THE  YALLET  DE8  OBMONBS. 

A  bridle-path  (carriage-road  in  pro- 

fress)  diverges  to  the  1.  from  the 
igh  road  (Rte.  42)  at  Mbulitu,  near 
Ch&teau  d*Oex,  and  leads  in  5  his. 
by  Ck>mballaz  to  Sepey,  whence  there 
is  a  good  carriage-road,  by  a  long  in- 
cline of  6}  m.,  to  Aigle. 

The  bridle-path  mounts  steeply  for 
^  hr.  Thenceforward  it  is  a  char- 
road,  and  pretty  level.  In  1}  m.  our 
path  turns  off  to  the  rt,  and  imme- 
diately crosses  a  stream  by  a  bridge. 
[The  road  that  is  quitted  leaids  through 
the  V,  cTEiivaz,  whence  easy  moun- 
tain-paths lead  into  the  Ormond  Des- 
BUS.]  Hence  H  m.  by  LecKereitc^  a 
scattered  village  on  the  rt.  (where 
milk  and  "v^ine  can  be  had).  It  is 
skirted,  not  passed  through.  In  i  m. 
another  stream  is  crossed;  then  i  m. 
to  Les  Mosses,  a  straggling  village  oo 
elevated  meadows.  [The  elevated 
Lac  lAeaon  is  well  wortii  a  visit 
Turning  to  the  1.  from  Les  Mosses,  it 
may  be  reached  in  1  hr.  Ascend 
from  it  in  \  hr.  the  Chcnissi  (7996  ft), 
for  the  sake  of  its  grand  view  over 
the  Diablerets,  Dent  on  Midi,  and  Lac 
Leman.  Hence  by  a  new  road,  and 
amidst  pine-forests,  mshing  cascades, 


Switzeriand, 


EOUTB  43. — SEPET.      AIGLE. 


143 


▼alleys,  and  moantains,  the  traveller 
arriTes  at  Sepey  through  the  pictu- 
resque Talley  of  Les  Ormonds.]  In 
If  m.  the  road  forks  (the  L  hand 
bnneh  crosses  the  stream,  and  takes 
in  5|  m.  to  Plans  des  Ides  [see  be- 
low]) ;  onr  way  is  to  the  rt.,  and  leads 
in  f  m.  to  dmbaUaz,  A  rustic  but 
comfbrtable  Inn  and  Pention  (5000  tt) 
(charge  5  flr.  a  day),  much  frequented 
in  summer  for  its  mountain  air  and 
sulphureous  mineral  spring  of  some 
celebrity.  It  is  seldom  tne  from 
snow  before  the  end  of  June.  There 
is  not  much  view  from  the  place, 
though  many  pretty  excursions. 

2  m.  Sepey  (Inns:  I'titoile  (fair), 
H.  des  Alpes,  pensions  of  a  homely 
kind,  moderate  in  their  charges,  as 
-well  as  in  accommodation,  frequented 
by  Swiss,  from  June  to  the  end  of 
August).  It  is  a  primitiTe  town. 
The  houses  are  entirely  composed  of 
wood ;  most  of  them  are  canred,  and 
coTered  with  verses  and  texts  fr^m 
the  Bible. 

The  pasturages  in  this  valley  are 
celebrated,  and  the  cheese,  cream, 
and  butter  of  Les  Ormonds  ("  Ormond 
Dessus  "  above  Sepej^,  and  ''  Dessous  *' 
below  it)  equal  any  in  the  canton. 

From  Sepey  or  le  Forclaz  the  ascent 
of  the  Oiamoeaaire  may  be  made, 
6035  ft. — a  recompensing  View. 


Saanaa  to  Sepey ^  by  Col  de  PHUm. 

Sepey  may  also  be  conveniently 
reachea  from  Rte.  42  by  turning  off 
at  Saanen,  and  taking  a  char  to 

S^  m.  Gsteig  (in  French,  ChAtelet). 
Thence  a  bridle-path  over  the  Col  de 
Pillon  to  a  level  tract  in  the  valley  of 
the  Ormond  Dessus, 

3}  hrsn  called  Plan  des  Isles,  where 
there  is  a  very  favourite  Pension  and 
Hotel,  H.  des  Diablerets.  Opposite  to 
it,  S.  of  the  Plan  des  Isles,  opens  out 
one  of  the  grandest  scenes  in  the  Alps, 
the  Creiu!  de  Champ,  the  head  of  the 
valley  of  Ormond  Dessus.  It  is 
surrounded  by  a  precipitous  range  of 
limestone-rocks,  snaped  like  a  horse- 
shoe; not  unlike  the  Cirque  of  Ga- 
vamie,  in  the  Pyrenees,  over  which 


dash  5  or  6  waterfalls,  the  sources  of 
the  Grande  Eau,  while  above  rise  the 
snow  and  peaks  of  the  Diablerets. 
This  scene  is  well  worth  a  visit. 

Here  the  char-road  begins.  It  is  bad. 

1}  m.  Vers  VEglise  {Pension  and  Inn : 
Cerf,  small  but  frdr),  thence 

6  m.  to  Sepey,  where  the  valley  of 
Ormond  Dessus  fidls  into  Ormond 
Dessous. 

[By  the  Col  de  la  Croix  the  traveller 
may  descend  by  Grion  to  Bex,  a  stat. 
on  the  Rhone  Kly.] 

Sepey  to  Aigie^  6}  m.  The  de- 
scent is  made  in  any  kind  of  carriage 
in  1  hr.,  the  ascent  in  2)  hrs.,  by  a 
road  remarkable  for  its  beauty  of  con- 
struction. It  was  commenced  by  the 
Vandois  Government  in  1836,  with 
the  intention  of  connecting  the  Sim- 
plon  with  Thun,  Interlaken,  and  the 
German  cantons  at  Ch&teau  d'Oex, 
but,  owin^  to  the  enormous  expense 
attending  its  formation,  and  the  con- 
tinual needful  repairs,  from  snow  and 
other  causes,  it  has  not  been  continued 
farther  than  Sepey.  The  road  is 
wide,  and  its  ffnidual  and  easy  ascent 
around  the  sides  of  a  seemingly  im- 
practicable mountain,  to  a  height  of 
nearly  3000  ft.,  reflects  high  credit  on 
the  engineer  who  superintended  the 
work,  M.  Pichard,  a  Vaudois.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  valley,  beneath  the 
feet  of  the  traveller,  rushes  the  Grande 
Eau  in  a  continual  series  of  torrents 
and  cascades.  In  the  distance,  near 
Aigle,  the  snowy  tops  of  the  Dent  du 
Midi  glisten  in  contrast  to  the  dark 
forests  of  the  Ormonds;  and  the  Dent 
du  Chamossaire,  to  the  N.,  rears  its 
grey  peak  above  the  pasturages  and 
chdlets  that  are  everywhere  scattered 
on  the  mountsdn-sides. 

Aigle  {Inns:  Beau  Site;  H.  du 
Midi :  Victoria,  very  good),  a  stat.  on 
the  Simplon  Rly.,  is  £be  best  starting- 
point  for  exploring  the  Valley  des 
Ormonds.  There  are  numerous  paths 
among  these  mountains  by  which  the 
route  may  be  varied. 

Half  a  day  may  be  spent  in  a  very 
pleasant  trip  from  Sepey  to  Bex  or 
OUon,  by  crossing  the  Grande  Eau  on 
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the  bridge  1  m.  below  Sepey,  to  the 
S.E.,  ascending  the  opposite  slopes  to 
the  Forelaz,  then  to  a  {feasant  cascade 
and  the  Lake  des  Chamormes  ^5876  ft^, 
2i  hrs.  (this  little  sheet  of  water  is 
near  2  oUiers  of  less  note),  and  by  fine 
forests.  The  ch&lets  of  Bretaye,  im- 
mediately aboTe  it>  afford  cream  and 
milk.  The  top  of  the  Pointe  de 
Chamossaire  (6900  ft.)  is  well  worth 
ascent,  for  its  fine  panorama.  1^  hr.  ' 
descent  ftom  Bretaye  leads  to  Che-  , 
sieres  (4000  ft.),  a  tillage,  where  the  i 
chfilet  of  the  brothers  Amiguet  is 
always  crowded  by  yisitors,  as  well  as 
the  neighbouring  Chdiet  VUlardf  in  the 
face  of  the  finest  Alps  of  Savoy.  2 
hrs.  from  Ch^^res  will  lead  down  to 
Bex. 


ROUTE  46. 

■ 

DBRNE  TO  LAUSANNE  (AND  VEVAT), 
BY  FREIBUBG  (RAIL). 

Stfttions.  MUw. 

BttmpUta 

Frdburg     ......    20 

Romont 

Oron 

Cbexbres  (Vevaj).     .     .     . 
Ijwuwnne 30 

4  Trains  daily  to  Freyburg  in  1 J  hr. 
—to  Chexbres— Veyay  in  £^  hrs. ; 
to  Lausanne  in  3i-4  hrs. 

Quitting  Berne  Stat.,  the  chain  of 


Bernese  Alps  and  mountains  of  the 
Slnmienthal  appear. 

BfimpUtz  Stat.  The  Sense,  which 
divides  canton  Berne  from  Freyburg, 
and  comes  from  Schwefelbad  and 
Omeinaz  Lake  (Bte.  42),  is  crossed. 

Flamatt  Stat. 

[Diligence  twice  a-day  to  4  m.  Lau- 
pen,  by  Neueneck  (/nn,  mrsch),  on  the 
Sense.  It  is  famous  for  the  battle  in 
which  the  Swiss  confederates,  under 
Rudolph  of  Erlach,  defeated  the 
mailed  chivalry  of  Burgundy  and 
Suabia,  1339.  A  tower,  erected  185o, 
with  a  short  inscription  to  comme- 
morate the  victory  stands  near  the 
spot  where  the  mam  battle  raged.1 

Tunnel  be;^ond  Flamatt  Stat  iT ear 

BaUiswyl  is  the  Oreat  Viaduct  br 
which  the  Saarine  is  crossed.  It 
is  of  cast-iron,  3000  tons  being  used 
in  its  construction:  length  between 
abutments,  1094  ft;  height  above 
water,  259  ft. 

On  entering  canton  Freyburg  the 
cause  wings  and  dark  dress  of  the 
female  peasantry  of  Berne  are  ex- 
changed for  broad-brimmed,  flapping 
straw  hats  and  red  petticoats ;  while 
the  numerous  crosses  at  the  road- 
side announce  a  Roman  Catholic 
canton. 

Skirting  the  old  walls  we  soon 
reach 

Freyburg  Stat.,  on  the  W.  side  of 
the  town,  near  the  Jesuits'  College. 
Walk  from  this  through  the  town  and 
cross  the  Suspension  Bridge,  thence  rt. 
to  the  bridge  over  the  Gotteron,  cross 
it  and  descending  the  valley,  pass  the 
Loretto  chapel,  whence  tne  view  is 
very  pleasing,  and  re-enter  the  town 
near  the  Arsenal. 

The  appearance  of  Freyburg  from 
the  Berne  road  and  the  wire-oridge 
is  singularly  striking  and  picturesque. 
OS  the  road,  winding  round  the 
shoulder  of  the  steep  hill  overlook- 
ing the  valley  of  the  Saarine,  brings 
the  traveller  in  view  of  the  antique 
battlements  and  numerous  towers, 
crowning  the  sunmut  of  a  pre- 
cipitous rock  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  gorge.  Near  the  top  of  the  hill 
is  seen  a  staring  modern  building, 
like  a  manufiMstory,  with  5  stories  and 
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many  windows,  once  a  Jesuits'  Fen- 
sionnat  and  convent ;  next,  the 
Gothic  tower  and  church  of  St. 
Nicholas  ;  beyond  appears  the  suspen- 
sion-bridge, Unking  together  the  two 
sides  of  the  yalley.  Previous  to  its 
constraction  the  only  way  of  reach- 
ing the  town  from  Berne  was  by 
descending  the  steep  hill  on  the 
one  side,  by  numerous  circuitous 
zigzags  to  the  water.  The  road 
then   crossed  the  river  3  times  by 

3  different  low  bridges,  after  which  it 
immediately  ascen£d  another  slope 
eqnally  steep.  A  diligence,  or  heavy 
carrii^,  performing  this  meandering 
and  difficult  route,  required  not  much 
less  than  an  hour  to  pass  through  the 
town ;  at  present  the  traveller  rolls 
Inxurionsly  oyer  this  beautiful  bridge, 
and  in  2  minutes  through  a  breach  in 
the  old  houses,  on  the  edge  of  the 
precipice,  into  the  centre  of  the  town. 

FREiBuaa.~(/mu;  Zahringer  Hof, 
close  to  the  bridge,  very  good;  B., 
2  fr. ;  table-dlidte  at  12^,  3fr. ;  at  5, 

4  fr.;  tea  1^  fr.  View  of  the  two 
bridees  from  the  platform  behind. 
H.  &s  Merciers  (Krsmem),  near  the 
church,  good  and  cheaper :  H.  de 
Freiburg,  an  especially  good  house 
and  obliging  landlord.) 

Freiburg  (10,560  Inhab.,  chiefly 
Bom.  Cath.),  the  capital  of  canton 
Freyburg,  is  situated  on  a  promontory 
formed  by  the  windings  of  the  Saarine 
(Saane).  Many  of  the  houses  stand 
on  the  yery  edee  of  the  precipice  over- 
hanging the  nyer,  ana  their  quaint 
architecture,  the  long  line  of  embat- 
tled walls  stretching  up  hill  and  down 
dale,  yaried  by  the  chain  of  feudal 
watch-towers,  and  gateways  of  the 
ancient  fortifications  which  still  exist 
in  a  perfect  state,  together  with  the 
singular  and  romantic  features  of  the 
gorge  of  the  Saarine,  make  the  distant 
view  of  the  town  at  once  imposing  and 
highly  picturesque.  The  narrow  dirty 
streets  and  mean  bnUdings  of  the  in- 
terior do  not  altogether  correspond 
with  these  outward  promises  of  in- 
terest 

Freiburg  was  founded  in  1175,  by 
Dake  Berchthold  of  Zahringen,  father 


of  him  who  founded  Berne,  and  was 
long  a  free  town.  In  1343  it  entered 
into  alliance  with  Berne,  but  after- 
wards became  subject  to  the  Dukes  of 
Savoy ;  but  having  again  become  free, 
was  in  1481  admitted  into  the  Swiss 
confederation. 

The  Suspension  Bridge^  the  longest 
of  a  single  curve  in  the  world,  was 
completed  and  thrown  open  in  183^ — 
engineer  M.  Chaley,  of  Lyons.  Its 
dimensions,  compared  with  those  of 
the  Menai  bridge,  are  as  follows: — 

Length.    Elevation.    Breadth. 

Freiburg  ...  .905  ft.  180  ft.  S8  ft.  11  In. 
Menai 580  ISO  35 

It  is  supported  on  4  cables  of  iron 
wire,  each  containing  1056  wires,  the 
united  strength  of  which  is  capable  of 
supporting  3  times  the  weight  which 
the  oridge  will  ever  be  lika^  to  bear, 
or  3  times  the  weight  of  2  rows  of 
waggons,  extending  entirely  across  it. 
The  cables  enter  the  ground  on  each 
side  obliquely  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance, and  are  then  carried  down  ver- 
tical shafts  cut  in  the  rock,  and  filled 
with  masonry,  through  which  they 
pass,  being  attached  at  the  extremity 
to  enormous  blocks  of  stone.  The 
materials  of  which  it  is  composed  are 
almost  exclusively  Swiss ;  the  iron 
came  from  Berne,  the  limestone  ma- 
sonry from  the  quarries  of  the  Jum, 
the  wood-work  from  the  forests  of 
Freiburg.  It  was  completed  between 
1830  and  1838,  at  an  l  expense  of 
about  600,000  fr.  (24,000/.  sterling), 
and  in  1834  was  subjected  to  ya- 
rious  seyere  trials  to  prove  its 
strength.  First,  15  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, drawn  by  50  horses,  and  ac- 
companied by  300  people,  passed  over 
it  at  one  time,  and  were  collected  in 
as  close  a  body  as  possible,  first  on  the 
centre,  and  then  at  the  two  extremities, 
to  try  the  effect  of  their  concentrated 
weight.  A  depression  of  a  metre  (39} 
inches)  was  thus  produced  in  the  part 
most  weighed  upon,  but  no  sensible 
oscillation  was  occasioned.  A  few 
days  after  the  bridge  was  opened  by 
the  bishop  and  authorities  of  the  town 
accompanied  by  about  2000  persons, 
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who  passed  over  it  twice,  in  proces- 
sion, preceded  by  a  military  band, 
and  keeping  step.  Nothine  is  more 
remarkaole  in  this  beautiful  struc- 
ture than  the  combination  of  sta- 
bility with  such  apparent  fira^ty. 
The  bridge  does  not  contain  one- 
tenth  of  the  iron  used  in  suspension 
bridges  of  English  construction. 
It  is  well  seen  from  the  platform 
of  the  Zahringer  Hof,  from  the  old 
road  below  it,  and  from  the  gorge 
of  Gotteron. 

Another  Wire  Bridge^  640  feet  Ion? 
and  317  high,  has  been  suspended 
across  the  romantic  ^orge  of  Gotte- 
ron,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river 
Saarine.  It  was  finished  in  1840.  It 
is  not  of  such  large  dimensions  as 
that  built  in  1834,  but  the  wire 
cables  are  attached  immediately  to 
the  solid  rock  on  each  side  and  the 
point  of  suspension  is  higher  on  one 
side  than  on  the  other,  which  gives  it 
the  appearance  of  half  a  bridge.  The 
object  of  this  mode  of  construction  is 
economy,  the  expense  of  building  piers 
of  solid  masonry  from  the  bottom  of 
the  valley  being  saved. 

The  Cathedral  Church  of  St  Nicholas 
is  rather  a  handsome  Gothic  building, 
chiefly  in  the  Flamboyant  style  (date 
1285-1500).  Theextenor  was  carefully 
restored  in  1856.    The  portal  under 
the  tower  Tdate  1452)  is  surmounted 
by  a  bas-r^ef,  representing  t]ie  Last 
Judgment    In  the  centre  stands  St. 
Nicholas,  and  above  him  is  seated 
the    Saviour ;    on    the    L    hand   an 
ansel  is  weighing  mankind  in  a  huge 
pair  of  scales,  not  singly  but  by  lots, 
and  a  pair  of  imps  are  maliciously 
endeavouring  to  pull  down  one  scale, 
and  make  the  other  kick  the  beam; 
below  is  St  Peter,  usherine  the  good 
into  ParacUse.    On  the  rt  nand  is  the 
reverse  of  this  picture — ^a  devil,  with 
a  pig:*s  head,  is  cunwging  after  him,  by 
a  chain,  a  crowd  of  wicked,  and  car- 
ries a  basket  on  his  back,  also  filled 
with  figures,  apparently  about  to  pre- 
cipitate them   mto  a  vast  caularon 
suspended  over  a  fire,  which  several 
other  imps  are  sturing.    In  the  cor- 


ner is  Hell,  represented  by  the  jaws 
of  a  monster,  filled  up  to  the  teeth 
with  evil-doers,  and  alrave  it  is  Satan, 
seated  on  his  throne. 

The  Organ^  built  by  the  late  Aloys 
Moser,  a  native  of  the  town,  is  one 
of  the  finest  instruments  in  Europe. 
The  organist  is  allowed  to  play  on  it 
for  the  g^tification  of  travellers  only 
at  a  fixed  hour,  8)  p.m.,  except  on  cer- 
tain feast  days.  Tickets  are  obtained 
at  the  hotels.  His  fee  is  12  fr.  for  a 
party  at  any  other  time.  The  perform- 
ance terminates  with  the  imitation  of 
a  storm,  introducing  the  howling  of  the 
wind,  and  the  roaring  of  the  thunder, 
interspersed  with  a  few  flashes  of 
lightmng  from  *  Der  Freischuts.'  The 
instrument  has  64  stops  and  7800  pipes, 
some  of  them  32  ft  long. 

Down  to  1847  canton  Freiburg 
presented  a  remarkable  instance  of  s 
state  with  a  constitution  purely  demo- 
cratic, in  which  the  chief  influence 
was  exercised  by  the  hierarchy.  The 
town  of  Freiburg  was  a  stronghold  of 
the  Roman  Catholic  priesthood:  it  is 
the  see  of  a  bishop,  who  still  styles 
himself  Bishop  of  I/ausanne,  although, 
since  the  Reformation,  the  canton 
Vaud  is  cut  off  from  his  diocese.  It 
contained  no  less  than  9  convents 
(5  for  monks  and  4  for  nuns),  12 
churches,  and  10  chapels,  TheTdvife, 
while  interdicted  from  most  other 
states  of  Europe,  were  here  openly 
tolerated,  having  been  recalled,  in 
1818,  by  a  decree  of  the  Grand  Coon- 
oil  of  the  canton. 

The  Jesuits'  Ccnceni^  or  college,  wis 
founded  in  1584  by  Father  Canisina, 
who  died  in  the  oaour  of  sanctity  at 
the  age  of  77,  and  is  interred  in  the 
Jesuits'  church,  awaiting  the  honours 
of  canonisation,  which  have  been,  it  is 
said,  long  promised  to  his  remains. 
The  colleee  was  suppressed  by  a 
decree  of  &e  Diet,  1847. 

The  Pensionnat,  or  Jesuits'  School, 
the  most  conspicuous  building  in  the 
town,  was  destined  for  the  reoeptioD 
of  about  400  pupils,  many  of  tbera 
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children  oi  the  Roman  Catholic 
noblesse  of  France  and  Germany, 
who  were  sent  hither  for  their  edu- 
cation. The  School  and  Convent 
hare  been  turned  into  a  Cantonal 
school  since  1848. 

Among  the  curiosities  of  Freiburg 
is  the  ancient  trunk  of  a  Lime-tree^ 
planted,  according  to  tradition,  on  the 
day  of  the  battie  of  Morat,  in  1476. 
The  story  relates  that  a  young  Frei- 
boreois,  who  had  fought  in  the  battle, 
anxious  to  bring  home  the  good  news, 
ran  the  whole  way,  and  arrived  on 
this  spot,  bleeding,  out  of  breath,  and 
so  exhausted  by  fibti^e,  that  he  fell 
down,  and  haa  hardy  time  to  cry 
**  Victory  I**  when  he  expired.  The 
branch  of  lime  which  he  carried  in 
his  hand  was  immediately  planted, 
and  grew  into  the  tree,  of  which  this 
decayed  trunk,  20  ft  in  circumference, 
is  the  remains.  Its  branches  are  sup- 
ported by  stone  pillars. 

In  the  Place  N.  Dame  is  a  bronze 
statue  of  P^e  Gr^oire  Girard 
(1765-1850),  '*qui  a  bien  merits  de 
la  patrie." 

Near  to  it  is  the  ancient  Baihhaus^ 
a  building  of  no  consequence,  but 
standing  on  the  site  of  the  DiUce  of 
Zahringen's  castle. 

A  long  flight  of  steps  leads  from 
this  down  to  the  lower  town  and  river 
side :  it  is  called  the  Ru9  Court  Chemm, 
and  the  roofs  of  some  of  its  houses 
serve  as  pavement  for  the  street  above 
it,  called  Sue  Grande  Fontaine. 

The  canton  Freiburg  is  singularly 
divided  between  the  German  and 
French  languages;  and  the  line  of 
separation,  extending  from  the  S.£. 
comer  to  the  N.W.,  passes  through 
the  town  of  Freiburg,  so  that  in  the 
upper  town  French  is  spoken,  and  in 
the  lower  German.  This  distinction, 
however,  is  wearing  out 

The  waUs  and  gates  of  the  town 
are  perfect  specimens  of  ancient  forti- 
fication, and  contribute,  along  with  the 
general  ur  of  antiquity,  to  carry  back 
the  spectator  to   a  remote  state  of 


society.  One  tower,  near  the  Plr^- 
fecture  (thrown  across  the  street,  and 
now  converted  into  a  prison),  has  ac- 
quired the  name  of  Za  Mauvaise  Toar^ 
because  it  contained  the  rack.  Though 
the  torture  had  been  disused  in  the 
canton  for  many  years,  it  was  not 
legally  abolished  until  1830! 

About  3  m.  lower  down  the  valley 
of  the  Saaruie  is  the  Orotto  ofSt.  Mag- 
dalene, a  hermitage  and  chapel  cut  out 
of  the  sandstone  rock,  by  a  native  of 
Gruy^res  named  Dupre,  between  1670 
and  1680.  Its  wonders  have  been  ex- 
aggerated by  the  euide-books,  and  it 
is  scarce  worth  a  visit 

Diligences  twice  daily  to  Morat, 
about  10  m.  (Rte.  46),  corresponding 
with  the  steamer  to  Neuch&tel,  to 
BuUe  and  Payeme. 

On  quitting  Freiburg  Stat,  the 
train  overlooks  (1.)  the  deep  valley  of 
the  Saarine,  and  the  Mont  MoMson. 
1.  See  the  Nunnery  of  La  Fille  Dieu, 
on  nearing 

HonumtStat,  {Inns:  Cerf;  Couronne), 
picturesquely  seated  on  a  hill  above 
the  Glane.  The  Castle  was  founded 
by  the  Kings  of  Burgundy  in  the  10th 
centy.,  and  has  a  round  Tower  of  solid 
masonry  of  that  age  worth  notice. 
Soon  after  leaving  Itomont,  a  glimpse 
of  Mont  Blanc  may  be  gained,  and, 
beyond 

V anderens  Stat,  of  the  Jura  range. 

Rue  (Inns :  H.  de  Ville  ;  Fleur  de 
Lys)  is  a  picturesque  town,  with  castle, 
in  the  vale  of  the  Broye. 

Oron  le  Chdtelet  Stat. 

Chexbres  Stat.  This  is  the  station 
for  Vevay. 

^Omnibuses,  to  and  from  every  train ; 
fare  1  fr.,  luggage  extra;  a  drive  of 
rather  more  £an  1  hr.  The  return 
(ascent)  takes  longer.    Fine  views.] 

On  emerging  from  the  rly.  tunnel 
beyond  Chexbres,  a  magnificent  view. 
The  Lake  of  Geneva,  YaUey  of  Rhone, 
Dent  de  Jaman,  and  other  mountains 
beyond. 
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Grand  Vant  Stat. 

La  Conversion  Stat,  near  the  Til- 
lage Lutry. 

A  long  viaduct  of  9  archeB  next 
carries  the  line  oyer  a  valley  through 
which  runs  the  viaduct  of  tne  Geneva 
and  Lausanne  Rly.  (W.  of  Switz- 
erland). The  2  lines  unite  before 
entering 

Lausanne  Junct,  Stat,  (in  Rte.  55). 


ROUTE  46. 

BEBNE  TO  LAUSAKNE,  BT  MORAT  AND 

AVENCnSS  (aventicum). 
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The  most  expeditious  route  from 
Berne  to  Lausanne  is  by  rly.  (Rte. 
45).  Those  who  enjoy  drivin?  through 
a  fine  fruitful  country,  with  much 
pleasine  hill  scenery,  and  several  ob- 

iects  of  interest  on  the  way,  may  ad- 
lere  to  the  old  carriage-road,  and  will 
find*  it  agreeable  to  break  the  journey 
by  sleepmg  at  Payeme.  Diligence  to 
Morat  in  3  hrs. 

Soon  after  leaving  Berne  a  distant 
view  of  the  Alps  is  obtained  on  the  I 
The  Saarine  is  crossed  by  a  covered 
Bridge  at 

Gihnmm,  and  a  little  ikrther  on  the 
road  enters  Canton  Freyburg. 

Morat  —  Germ.  Murten  —  (^Inns: 
Couronne  ;  Croix  Blanche) — a  thriv- 
ing town  of  2300  Inhab.,  prettilj 
situated  on  the  E.  shore  of  tne  lake 
of  Morat,  on  the  high  road  from 
Berne,  Basle,  and  Soleure,  to  Lau- 
sanne. Its  picturesque  and  arcaded 
streets  are  overlooked  by  an  old 
Castle;  and  it  is  still  surrounded  by 
feudal  walls  and  watchtowers — tlie 
same  which,  for  10  days,  withstood 
the  artillery  of  Charles  the  Bold. 
In  the  Gifmnasium  is  a  collection  of 
old  arms,  g^ns,  and  other  relics  of 
the  fight. 

*  *  There  is  a  spot  shoald  not  be  ps«*d  In  TmiB— 
Monti  the  prond,  the  petriot  field  I    Wb«tv 

man 
May  gaxe  on  f^haatly  trophies  of  the  slain. 
Nor  blosh  for  those  who  oonquer'd  on  thit 

plain. 
Here  Burgundy  bequeathed  his  tombless  hotf , 
A  bony  heap  tnrough  afss  to  remain  ; 
Themsidves  their  monument/*  Bj^n^- 
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The  battle  of  1476,  which  has 
rendered  this  otherwise  insignificant 
town  fiunous  all  over  the  world, 
was  fought  nnder  its  walls.  The 
Swiss  were  drawn  up  along  the 
heights  a  little  to  the  S.W.,  and  no- 
thing could  resist  their  impetuous 
charge.  The  loss  of  the  Bumindians 
was  immense :  15,000  dead  bodies 
were  left  on  the  field,  and  thousands 
perished  in  the  lake.  The  bodies  of 
the  slain  were  collected  by  the  Swiss 
in  an  Ossuary,  which,  after  standing 
300  years,  was  destroyed  in  1798  by 
the  soldiers  of  the  Burgundian  Legion 
in  the  Revolutionary  French  army, 
anxious  to  effiice  this  record  of  their 
ancestors'  disgrace  and  defeat.  The 
ringleaders  were  the  band  of  the  75th 
halt-brigade. 

It  should,  however,  be  recollected 
that  the  Swiss  were  not  here  defend- 
ing their  own  country,  but  were  in- 
ning the  territories  of  the  Duke  of 
Sarov,  of  which  the  present  Pays  de 
Vana  then  formed  part,  because  the 
nobles  there  had  taken  the  part  of  the 
Duke  of  Burgundy,  and  that  the  war 
with  Charles  of  Bureundy  had  been 
partly  occasioned  by  the  intrigues  and 
oribery  of  Louis  Xl. 

Byron,  who  visited  the  spot  in  1816, 
says — **  A  few  bones  still  remain,  not- 
withstanding the  paias  taken  by  the 
Bnrgimdians  for  ages  (all  who  passed 
that  way  removing  a  bone  to  their 
own  cM>untry),  and  the  less  justifiable 
larcenies  of  the  Swiss  postilions,  who 
carried  them  off  to  sell  for  knife- 
handles — a  purjpose  for  which  the 
whiteness,  imbibed  by  the  bleaching 
of  years,  had  rendered  them  in  great 
request.  Of  those  relics  I  ventured 
to  bring  away  as  much  as  may  have 
made  a  quarter  of  a  hero,  for  which 
the  sole  excuse  is,  that,  if  I  had  not, 
the  next  passer-by  might  have  per- 
verted them  to  worse  uses  than  the 
carefial  preservation  which  I  intended 
for  them." — Byron. 

Since  Byron  visited  the  spot,  the 
scattered  remains  have  been  collected 
and  buried,  and  an  Obelisk  was  set 
up  over  them  (in  1822),  by  the 
canton,  at  the  road-side,  about  ^  m. 
S.  of  ICoraty  on  the  site  of  the  bone- 


house.  The  inscription  belonging  to 
it,  and  one  or  two  cannon,  made  of 
iron  hoops,  used  in  the  battle,  are 
still  preserved  in  the  Town»houMi  of 
Morat. 

The  best  riew  of  the  battle-field 
and  lake  is  from  the  hill  of  Munch' 
^f'yler,  near  an  enormous  lime-tree, 
36  ft.  in  circumference,  and  90  ft. 
high,  still  in  full  vifi;our  and  luxuri- 
ant foUage :  it  is  probably  at  least  600 
years  old,  since,  accordmg  to  tradi- 
tion, the  Swiss  held  a  council  of  war 
before  the  battle  under  its  shade.  Ac- 
cording to  Ebel,  the  tree  is  36  ft.  in 
diameter;  and  the  American,  Cooper, 
in  consequence,  took  a  long  walk  up 
the  hill,  under  a  hot  sun,  to  see  it. 
*<  There  we  went,  dragging  our  weary 
limbs  after  us,  to  discover  that  for 
'  diamdtre  *  we  ought  to  have  read 
'  circonference.'  I  wish  the  erratum 
had  been  in  his  book  instead  of  mine." 

The  lake  of  Morat  is  about  5  m. 
long  and  3  broad:  it  }b  separated  by 
a  narrow  flat  tract  of  lana  from  the 
lake  of  Neuch4tel,  but  empties  itself 
into  it  through  the  river  Broye. 
Steamer  by  it  to  Neuchitel. 

[About  5  m.  beyond  Morat  is 

Avenches  —  Germ.  Wiflisbure  — 
{Inns:  Couronne;  Hotel  de  Ville;,  an 
ancient  walled  town  of  1750  Inhab., 
situated  in  the  S.W.  angle  of  the  area 
once  occupied  by  Aventicum^  the  Bo- 
man  capital  of  Helvetia.  It  appears 
to  have  existed  before  the  time  of 
Csesar.  it  attained  the  height  of  its 
prosperity,  and  a  population  of  60,000 
souls,  in  the  reign  of  Vespasian  and 
Titus*,  and  it  was  destroyeid,  first  by 
the  Alemanni,  and  afterwards  by  At- 
tila.  The  ancient  walls  may  be  traced 
for  nearly  4  m.,  in  some  places  14  ft. 
thick  ana  15  ft.  high;  they  extended 
down  to  the  lake,  where  they  formed 
a  small  mole  and  harbour.  The  mo- 
dem town  fills  but  one-tenth  of  the 
space  they  enclosed — the  rest  is  mea- 
dow-land or  corn-field.  About  a  mile 
before  reaching  Avenches  the  road 
from  Morat  is  carried  through  a 
breach  in  these  ancient  fortifications. 
On  the  L  is  seen  a  tower,  which, 
though  ruined,  is  the  most  perfect  of 
the  Boman  educes  here.    They  owe 
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their  total  destructioii  \o  their  massy 
masonry  having  been  for  ages  re- 
garded as  a  quarry  out  of  which  the 
neighbouring  nouses  and  villages  have 
been  built  Close  to  the  modern 
town,  on  the  L  of  the  road,  a  solitary 
Corinthian  column,  37  ft  high,  is  still 
standing,  and  has,  for  a  long  time, 
served  the  storks  as  a  pedestal  to 
build  their  nests  on,  whence  it  is 
called  the  Cigognier. 

**  fiy  a  lone  wall,  a  lonelier  column  rean 
A  grey  and  grief-worn  aspect  of  eld  days : 
*Tis  the  last  remnant  of  the  wreck  of  years. 
And  looks  as  with  the  wild  bewilderecl  gaxe 
Of  one  to  stone  converted  by  amaze. 
Yet  still  with  consciousness;  and  there  it 

stands, 
Making  a  marvel  that  it  not  decavs. 
When  the  coeval  pride  of  human  nands,. 
Levell'd  Aventicnm,  hath  strew'd  her  subject 

lands.** 

Other  traces  of  fallen  splendour, 
such  as  the  line  of  city  walls,  broken 
cornices,  inscriptions,  distinct  remains 
of  an  amphitheatre,  and  fragments  of 
an  aqueduct,  exist,  and  are  interesting 
evidence  of  the  extent  of  the  largest 
Roman  colony  in  Helvetia. 

Tacitus  has  recorded  the  history  of 
Julius  Alpinus,  the  chief  man  of  the 
city,  who  was  condenmed  to  death  for 
aiding  and  abetting  an  insurrection 
against  the  Boman  £mp.  V itellins,  in 
ignorance  of  the  murder  of  his  rival 
Galba  (a.d.  69). 

1500  years  after  this  event  an  In- 
scription was  reported  to  have  been 
found  here,  bearing  these  words: — 
**  Julia  Aljf inula:  Hie  Jaoeo.  Infe- 
licis  patris  mfelix  proles.  Dess  Aven- 
tiffi  oacerdos.  Exorare  patris  neoem 
non  potui:  Male  mori  in  fatis  illi  erat. 
Yixi  annos  xxiiL  (I,  Julia  Alpinula, 
lie  here — unfortunate  child  of  an  un- 
fortunate parent^  priestess  of  the  God- 
dess Aventia.  1  failed  in  averting, 
by  my  prayers,  the  death  of  my  father : 
the  Fates  had  decreed  that  he  should 
die  ignominionsly.  I  lived  to  the  age 
of  23.)"  Byron  says — •*  I  know  of  no 
human  composition  so  affiscting  as 
this,  nor  a  history  of  deeper  interest 
These  are  the  names  and  actions 
which  ought  not  to  perish,  and  to 
which  we  turn  with  a  true  and  healthy 
tenderness,  from   the  wretched  and 


glittering  detail  of  a  confbsed  mass  of 
conouests  and  battles,  with  which  the 
mind  is  roused  for  a  time  to  a  falao 
and  feverish  sympathy,  from  whence 
it  recurs  at  length  with  all  the  nausea 
consequent  on  such  intoxication.'' 

**  ...  oh  I  sweet  and  sacred  be  the  name ! — 
Julia — ^the  daughter,  the  devoted— gave 
Her  youth  to  Heaven ;  her  heart,  beneath  m 

claim 
Nearest  to  Heaven's,  broke  o'er  a  lktlier*s 

grave. 
Justice  is  sworn  Against  tears,  and  heca  would 

crave 
The  life  she  lived  in ;  but  the  Judge  w«s  just. 
And  then  she  died  on  him  she  ooald  not 

save. 
Their  tomb  was  flmple,  and  without  a  boat. 
And  held  within  one  urn  one  mind,  one 

heart,  one  dust" 

The  critical  acuteness  of  Lord 
Mahon  has  destroyed  the  romance  of 
this  story  by  proving  incontestably 
that  the  above  pathetic  epitaph,  the 
cause  of  such  poetic  sympathy,  is 
a  forgery  of  the  17th  century,*  and 
that  no  such  person  as  Julia  Alpinula 
ever  existed. 

The  feudal  Castle  was  built  by  a 
Count  Wivilo,  in  the  7th  century, 
whence  Wiflisburg,  the  German  name 
of  Avenches.  The  country  here  is 
interesting  by  the  richness  of  the 
cultivation,  the  beauty  of  the  firuit- 
trees,  and  the  comfort  apparently  en* 
joyed  by  the  population. 

At  Domdidier,  2  m.  firom  Avenches, 
a  road  strikes  off  on  the  rt  to  Frei- 
burg (Rte.  45).] 

Payeme  —  Gennan  Peterlingen  — 
(^Inns:  Bar,  is  newer,  but  not  better 
than  the  Hotel  de  Ville).  There  are 
two  churches  in  this  walled  town — 
the  one,  now  turned  into  a  Halle  en 
Blij  is  in  the  Romanesque  style,  and 
very  ancient.  Bertha  Queen  of  Bur- 
gundy, the  founder  of  it  and  of  the  ad- 
joining  convent  (suppressed  since  the 
Reformation,  and  now  a  school),  iias 
buried  in  it.  The  curiosity  of  the 
place  is  Queen  Bertha*s  Saddle,  a 
cumbrous  machine  kept  in  the  parish 
church,  from  which  it  appears  thai, 
in  her  days,  it  was  the  fashion  for 
ladies  to  nde  en  cacalier ;  but  Bertha 
spun  as  she  rode,  having  a  distaff 

*  See  *Qnaiterly  Beviev»*  Ju*^  1M6. 
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planted  on  the  pnxnmeL  In  the  same 
ehmeh  is  Bertna's  tomb,  an  antique 
saroophagps  discoyered  1818,  now 
ooTered  with  a  slab  of  black  marble. 

A  carriage-road  nms  from  Fayeme 
bj  Estavayer  to  Tyerdim,  partly  near 
the  lake  of  Neuoh&tel.  That  to  Lau- 
sanne ascends  the  yalley  of  the  Broye, 
passing  Henniez,  to 

Laoens  (Lobsingen),  with  a  castle, 
formerly  a  hunting-seat  of  the  Bishop 
of  Lausanne. 

From  Lucens  the  high-road  leads 
to 

Mmtdon — Germ.  MiXden^ilnn:  H. 
Victoria,  not  good.)  This  town  (1500 
Inhab.)  was  the  Boman  Minidunatn, 
hence  its  modem  name.  A  Gothic 
church,  recalling  the  Cathedral  of 
Lausanne,  is  worth  notice. 

[At  the  villaee  of  Oarouge,  a  road 
turns  off  on  the  L  to  VeTay.1 

The  stage  from  Moudon  to  Lausanne, 
about  15  m.,  consists  of  nearly  7  of  long 
and  incessant  ascent,  and  5  of  descent. 
Extra  horses  (Renfort)  are  required 
lor  the  first.  From  the  summit  and  S. 
slope  of  the  Jorat,  for  that  is  the  name 
of  the  hill,  a  beautiful  view  expands 
over  the  Leman  Lake ;  and  in  clear 
weather  the  snows  of  Mont  Blanc  and 
the  hi^  Alps  border  the  horizon. 

It  is  a  drive  of  3  hrs.  from  Moudon 
to 

Lausanne  (Bte.  55). 
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Neuch&tel  may  be  reached  from 
Berne : — a.  By  rly .  direct  to  Bienne,  2^ 
or  3  hrs.  (Rte.  1);  thence  by  rly.  to 
Neuch&tel  (but  there  is  delay  owing  to 
the  trains  not  corresponding).  6.  By 
rail  to  Freiburg,  and  dilieence  thence 
to  Estavayer,  on  the  Lake,  which  is 
crossed  by  steamer  to  Neuch4teL 
c.  By  Morat  and  lake  steamer,  Rte. 
19.  d.  By  the  Postivad  diligences 
travel  daily  in  5)  hrs. 

The  road  passes  by  Seedorft  a  village 
named  from  the  pretty  little  lake,  to 

Aarberg  {Iim:  Krone)  on  the  Aar; 
an  old  casUe^  at  times  surrounded  by 
the  river.  Near  the  "ch.  is  the  old 
palace  of  the  Counts  of  A.,  who  sold 
the  town  to  Berne,  1351.  3  m.  higher 
up  the  river  is  Lprss  Stat  on  the  rly. 
from  Berne  to  Bienne. 

The  road  to  Neuch4tel  is  carried 
through  Siselen  and 

Asut^  or  /ns  (Jnn:  Bar),  a  village 
on  an  eminence,  from  which  the  Alps 
are  well  seen  in  clear  weather,  with 
the  lakes  of  Morat  and  Neuch&tel 
near  at  hand.  The  lake  of  Bienne 
lies  about  3  m.  to  the  N.  of  this  place. 
Tou  overlook  from  this  the  Aar bereer 
moor,  a  tract  of  morass,  9  m.  lone  oy 
6  m.  wide,  which  has  never  been 
drained,  owing  to  the  great  cost  of 
embanking.  Breti^  (Bratteln)  is  a 
watennr-place  at  uie  foot  of  hills 
2^  m.    19;   of   Anet    An    exceller 
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road  from  Anet  to  Morat  opens 
a  ready  communication  between  Keu- 
ch&tel  and  Freiburg.  Skirting  the 
hill  of  Jolimont,  we  cross  the  river 
Thiehf  or  Zihlf  through  which  the 
waters  of  the  lake  of  Neuchatel  are 
discharged  into  that  of  Bienne.  It 
forms  the  boundary-line  of  cantons 
Berne  and  NeuchateL  The  Castle, 
close  to  the  bridge,  is  now  a  prison. 
A  road  runs  from  this  to  Erlach(CeT' 
lier),  a  town  of  1000  Inhab.,  on  a  spur 
of  the  Jolimontf  which  projects  into 
the  lake  like  a  wall  or  causeway, 
nearly  as  far  as  Rousseau's  Island, 
The  castle  of  Erlach  was  the  cradle 
of  the  noble  family  of  that  name: 
among  its  members  was  Budolph,  the 
hero  of  Laupen  in  1339. 

The  Ri wy.  from  Bienne  to  Neuch&tel 
is  reached  near  St.  Blaize  Stat,  on  the 
marfi;in  of  the  lake  of  Neuch&tel, 
[PrSarger,  near  St.  Blaize,  is  a  lunatic 
asylum  for  ISOpatients,  with  exten- 
sive grounds.  The  highest  class  pays 
5  fr.  daily  for  food;  the  2nd  class  pajr 
2  fr.;  and  Neuchitelois  only  75  c.  At 
Montmirail  is  a  Moravian  institution 
for  educating  young  ladies.]  The  road 
continues  along  the  lake  at  the  foot  of 
the  Chaumont,  as  far  as 

NeuohItel  Stat.,  high  up  above 
the  lake  ^Germ.  Keuenburg)— (/niw; 
Hotel  BeUevue,  a  lax^  building  close 
to  the  lake,  the  best :  Br.  from  1  nr.  50  c. 
upwards;  D.  at  1,3 fr.;  at4,5fr.:  pen- 
sion, summer  and  winter.  Faucon.  H. 
des  Alpes,  at  the  waterside,  good.  H. 
de  Commerce,  or  Ancre.  H.  du  Lac, 
clean),  the  chief  town  of  the  canton 
(10,537  Inhab.  Prot.),  is  built  upon  the 
steep  slope  of  the  Jura  mountains,  and 
along  a  narrow  shelf  of  alluvial  de- 
posits brought  down  by  the  river 
Seyon,  gained  by  embankments  from 
the  water,  and  by  turning  the  river 
into  a  tunnel  cut  for  500  ft.  through 
the  rock.  Several  streets  have  been 
built  on  the  land  thus  acquired. 
Except  as  the  threshold  of  Switzer- 
land, it  has  little  to  interest  the  pass- 
ing traveller:  it  has  but  little  trade, 
and  not  much  activity,  except  on 
market-davs.  Still,  to  one  newly  ar- 
rived in  the  country,  the  first,  and. 


under  all  circumstances,  glorious  view 
of  the  Alps  frx>m  the  heights  of  the 
Jura  above  the  town,  and  occasionally 
from  the  upper  windows  of  the  hdtels, 
must  appear  magnificent ;  and  should 
the  sky  oe  clear,  Neuch&tel,  with  its 
picturesque  old  castle,  its  numerous 
white  country-houses,  its  vine-clad 
hills,  and  its  blue  expanse  of  lake, 
will  be  pronounced  beautifuL 

The  French  princes  of  the  house  of 
Chillons  (Longueville)  were,  at  least 
nominally,  the  sovereigns  of  this 
little  state  :  though  the  subjects 
maintained  jealously  their  privileges 
and  liberties,  allowing  their  princes 
but  very  limited  authority.  Wnen  the 
house  of  Ch&lons  became  extinct  in 
1707,  the  King  of  Prussia  was  chosen, 
as  the  nearest  descendant  by  the  female 
line  of  the  former  lords  of  Ken- 
chfttel,  to  be  sovereien  or  stadtholder. 
The  sovereignty  of  &e  house  of  Bran- 
denburg was  interrupted  by  Napoleon, 
who  made  Marshal  Berthier  jPrince 
of  Neuchatel,  but  was  resumed  in  16 15, 
and  continued  until  lately.  Though 
long  an  ally  of  the  Swiss  cantons, 
Neuchitel  was  not  formally  incorpo- 
rated as  a  member  of  the  ConfederatioD 
until  1814.  There  was  a  great  struggle 
in  1848  between  the  aristocratic  and 
the  democratic  parties,  the  latter 
assisted  occasionally  by  French  sym- 
pathisers from  across  the  frontier. 
The  constitution,  as  settled  in  1848,  is 
upon  the  regular  French  republican 
modeL  In  1856  this  afiairwas  finally 
settled  under  the  mediation  of  the 
great  powers,  and  the  Ejn^  of  Prussia 
renounced  his  rights  and  title. 

The  Old  Castle  on  the  heieht,  now 
converted  into  government  omoes,  was 
originally  the  residence  of  the  French 
princes. 

The  Churchy  at^oinincr  the  castle, 
is  a  Qothio  building  of  &e  12th  ceo* 
turv:  but  the  £.  end,  in  the  round 
style,  is  older.  Within  the  chancel  is 
a  Qothic  monument,  including  15  life- 
sized  effigies,  erected  1372  by  one  of 
the  Counts  of  Neuchfttel;  there  is  also 
a  monument  to  Farel,  the  reformer, 
who  was  buried  on  the  terrace  in  front. 
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but  the  situation  of  his  grave  is  un- 
known. There  is  a  pleasing  view  from 
this  terrace. 

In  the  Palais  Boufemont,  or  Mttstfe, 
N.£.  of  the  town,  is  tne  Picture  Gallert/, 
containing  some  very  Kood  productions 
of  modem  artists,  chiefly  native  of 
Prench  Switzerland,  as  :  —  Calame*a 
Honte  Rosa,  Rosenlaui,  &a ;  Ch.  Girar- 
detf  lisdy  Claypole,  and  Cromwell; 
Tschaggany,  a  Flemish  bridal  pro- 
cession ;  Leopold  Robert  (a  native  of 
Chaiix-de-Fonds),  Ch.  of  St.  Paul  at 
Bome  after  the  Fire,  Boman  Oxen, 
also  portraits  of  Frederick  the  Great 
and  other  Prussian  sovereigns. 

The  Oymnasium,  a  handsome  build- 
ing near  the  lake,  erected  by  the 
town,  as  a  public  school,  contains  a 
very  interesting  Museum  of  Natural 
History^  including  g^od  collections  in 
zoology,  concholoffy,  and  geoloey.  The 
specimcms  of  rocks  and  fossus  illus- 
trating the  structure  of  the  Jura 
mountains  are  very  complete  and  in- 
structive. This  institution  owes  much 
to  the  zeal  and  talents  of  Professor 
Agassiz,  a  native  of  Orbe  in  Vaud, 
whose  discoveries  in  the  history  of 
fossil  fishes  have  thrown  so  much 
light  on  that  branch  of  study.  The 
town  has  also  built  a  Ladies*  School 
(1853),  where  a  good  cheap  educa- 
tion is  g^ven  to  girls.  The  Public 
Library  contains  30,000  vols.,  and 
among^  the  MSS.  2000  letters  written 
by  J.  J.  Rousseau,  1760-1770. 

A  fine  view  from  the  Obseroatoryt 
i  hr.  N.E.  of  Neuch&tel.  Stcimming- 
bath  in  the  lake,  E.  of  the  Bellevue  H. 

The  charitable  institutions  of  this 
toiirn,  for  which  it  is  indebted  to  its 
own  citizens,  are  on  a  very  splendid 
stcale.  In  1786  one  David  Pury  left 
bi.s  whole  fortune  of  4,000,000  of 
livres  (166,000/.)  to  endow  an  hos- 
pital and  poorhouse,  and  for  other 
purposes  connected  with  the  improve- 
ment of  his  native  town.  He  had 
quitted  it  a  poor  lad,  without  money 
or  firiends,  had  gradually,  by  industrpr 
and  talent  for  business,  increased  his 
I,  becoming,  in  turn,  jeweller, 


owner  of  mines,  banker,  and,  finally, 
millionnaire,  at  Lisbon,  where  he  died. 
His  statue  has  been  set  up  in  front  of 
the  Gymnasium  by  his  fellow  citizens. 

The  Hospital  Pourtales  is  a  similar 
monument  of  the  benevolence  and 
public  spirit  of  a  townsman.  It  is 
open  to  people  of  all  religions  and 
countries  alike. 

Several  of  the  richest  bankers,  mer- 
chants, &c.,  in  France,  are  Neucha- 
telois  by  origin. 

English  Church  Service  twice  on  Sun- 
days at  the  Oratoire  des  Bercles. 

Those  who  would  enjoy  one  of  the 
finest  distant  views  of  the  Alps,  with 
the  lakes  of  Neuchatel,  Morat,  and 
Bienne  in  the  foreground,  and  the  long 
range  of  the  Jura  on  the  N.,  should 
a^end  to  the  summit  of  the  Chaumontt 
the  hill  immediately  above  Neuch&tel. 
It  is  1^  hour's  walk,  and  a  good  car- 
riage road  leads  thither  in  1^  hour. 
It  IS  3580  feet  above  the  sea-leveL 
The  view  comprehends  the  whole 
array  of  Alps,  from  the  Titlis  to 
Mont  Blanc,  and  is  said  to  be  fine/ 
even  than  that  from  the  Weissenstein. 
It  must,  however,  be  bome  in  mind, 
that  the  atmosphere  is  seldom  perfectly 
clear.  Inn  on  the  top,  H.  du  Chateau, 
charges  moderate.  A  good  hotel : 
100  beds;  reading-room,  &c. 

On  the  slope  of  the  hill,  about  2 
m.  above  the  town,  lies  the  largest 
boulder-stone  known  on  the  Jura;  it 
is  called  Pierre  h  Bot  (toad-stone),  and 
is  situated  in  a  wood,  near  a  fium- 
house;  it  is  62  feet  long  by  48  broad, 
and  is  calculated  to  contain  14,000 
cubic  feet  It  is  of  granite,  similar  to 
that  of  the  Great  St  Bernard,  from 
which  part  of  the  Alps  it  probably 
came,  as  there  is  no  similar  rock 
nearer  at  hand;  yet  it  exhibits  no 
symptoms  of  attrition,  all  its  angles 
being  perfectly  sharp.  The  entire  S. 
slope  of  the  «i  ura,  a  limestone  forma- 
tion, is  strewed  with  these  granite 
blocks,  which,  from  the  nature  of 
the  stone,  must  have  all  been  derived 
from  the  high  Alps.  Their  presence 
in  this  spot  was  lon^  a  mystery,  but 
is  now  pretty  generaJdy  attributed  to 
the  operation  of  enormous  glaciera 
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covering  a  large  portion  of  Switzer- 
land and  carrying  these  blocks  on 
their  surface,  or  else  to  the  operation 
of  floating  icebergs  operating  as  rafts 
on  agreat  lake  or  inland  sea. 

*Tnose  who  dislike  so  lone  a  walk 
may  enjoy  extensive  and  beautiful 
views  of  the  Bernese  Alps  and  Mont 
Blanc  from  the  Noiraigue  Stat,  of 
the  Fontarlier  Rly.  (Rte.  61),  or 
from  the  Hautes  -  G^neveyes  stat. 
of  the  Chaux-de-Fonds  Rly.  (Rte. 
50). 

The  Gorge  of  the  Seyon,  inmiedi- 
ately  behind  l^uchsltel,  is  a  sin^ar 
scene,  and  those  who  find  little  to 
amuse  them  in  the  town  will  not  re- 
pent a  walk  to  explore  it,  though  its 
recesses  are  only  to  be  reached  by 
scrambling  and  climbinc^.  It  is  a 
deep  narrow  fissure,  cleaving  the 
centre  of  the  chain  of  the  Jura,  and 
allowing  the  river  Seyon  to  escape 
from  the  Yal  de  Ruz  into  the  lake  of 
Neuch&teL  The  section  it  presents 
of  the  strata  of  the  Jura  limestone 
will  prove  particularly  instructive  to 
the  geologist.  In  one  spot  they  may 
be  observed  curved  and  fractureo, 
probably  by  the  upheaving  force  from 
oelow,  which  first  broke  this  crevice 
in  the  mountain.  Though  in  winter  a 
furious  torrent  sweeping  everything 
before  it,  it  is  reduced  in  summer  to  a 
noisome  driblet  of  water,  exhaling 
unwholesome  effluvia.  A  tunnel,  de  la 
Trowe  du  Seyon,  has,  in  consequence, 
been  made  through  the  rock  at  the 
bend  before  allud^  to,  for  the  purpose 
of  carrying  its  waters  entirely  clear  of 
the  town  into  the  lake,  at  a  consider- 
able distance  S.  of  its  former  outlet 
This  public  work  was  executed  out 
of  the  Pury  fund  without  levying  any 
imposts  on  the  townsfolk. 

The  pnncipal  produce  of  the  can- 
ton is  toine;  the  best  sorts  resemble 
ordinaire  Burgundy.  The  red  wines 
of  Cortaillod  and  Derri^re  Moulins, 
and  the  white  grown  between  Auvor- 
nier  and  St  Blaise,  are  most  in  repiute; 
they  are  i^reeable  as  sparkling  wines. 
The  chief  manvfacture  is  that  of 
watches  and  clocks,  of  which  nearly  a 
million  are  exported  annually  :  the 
central  seats  ox  it  may  be  said  to  be 


the  valley  of  Chaux  de  Fonda  and 
Locle  (Rte.  50)  ;  but  much  is  done  in 
the  town  of  Neuch&tel,  in  Sonvillier, 
Sonceboz,  and  the  large  villages  of 
the  Val  St  Imier ;  Sonvillier  making 
60,000  watches  yearly,  and  St  Imier 
a  still  larger  number.  Most  of  the 
watches  sold  at  Geneva  are  made  in 
the  canton  of  Neuchatel ;  the  dealers 
at  Geneva  contracting  for  all  the  good 
ones,  and  leaving  the  bad. 

Railways  to  £ocle  and  Chaux  de 
Fonds; — to  Paris,  by  Fontarlier  and 
Dijon  (Rte.  51)  (this  is  the  most  direet 
and  the  shortcut  route  from  Paris  to 
Switzerland); — toTverdun,  Lausanne, 
and  Geneva; — ^to  Bienne,  Basle,  and 
Lucerne.  So  that  it  is  brought  into 
easy  and  rapid  communication  with 
all  the  great  towns  in  Switzerland. 
The  station  is  on  a  heisht  above  the 
town,  and  may  be  reached  by  shady 
by-paths. 

Steamers  cross  the  lake  from  Neu- 
chatel to  Morat  and  Estavayer,  on 
the  way  to  Freyburg  and  Berne. 
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ROUTE  49. 

BIENNE  TO  TVEEDUN  AKD  LAUSANNE, 
BT  THS  LAKES  OF  BIENNE  AND  NBU- 
CHIteU — BAILWAT. 

Bienne  to  Neuchitel,  18  m.,  lUy. 
lih. 

Neach&tel  to  Yverdun,  23  m. 
Rly.  li  h. 

XTerdiin  to  lAusanne,  26^  m.  BXj. 
lihr. 

Bienne  is  described  in  Bte.  3. 

The  rly.  to  Keuch&tel  passes  near 
Nydaut  ^  viUago  on  the  borders  of  the 
lake,  with  a  picturesque  casUe,  flanked 
by  round  towers  and  surmounted  by  a 
tall  square  keep.  The  lords  of  Nydau, 
an  extinct  branch  of  the  former  lords 
of  Neuch&tel,  were  foes  of  Berne ;  their 
stronghold  now  bears  on  its  firont  the 
Bernese  bear,  painted  of  colossal  di- 
mensions, and  is  converted  into  the 
cantonal  salt-warehouse.  From  the 
slope  of  the  hill  near  Belmont  a  good 
▼lew  is  obtained  of  the  lake  and  of 
St.  Peter's  Isle,  rt,  near  a  fir-wood, 
rises  an  obelisk,  by  way  of  monument 
to  the  Swiss  who  fell  here  doing  battle 
against  the  French  1798. 

The  Zihl  (Thiele),  which  drains  the 
lake  of  Bienne,  passes  near  Nidau. 

Since  the  opening  of  the  railway 
steamers  have  ceased  to  navigate  the 
lake  of  Bienne.  The  trains  run  along 
its  W.  bank  and  command  a  fine  view 
of  it:  but  the  Jura  chain  is  hid. 

6  m.  Twann  Stat,  r/nn,  Bear).  Bow 
boats  may  be  had  nere  to  visit  the 
island. 

The  Lake  of  Bienne  (German  Bieler 
See)  is  about  10  m.  long,  and  nearly 
3  broad.  It  is  8  feet  lower  than  the 
lake  of  NeuchlU^l,  whose  waters  it 
receives  at  its  S.  extremity  by  the 
Thiele,  discharg^g  them  again  at  the 
NJEL  comer,  through  a  continuation 
of  the  same  river.  Its  banks  are 
neither  bold  nor  striking,  but  it  pos- 
sesses much  quiet  beauty  of  scenery. 


although  it  owes  its  celebrity  chiefly 
to  Bousseau's  residence  on  it,  and  to 
his  somewhat  extravagant  praises. 
[The  lale  St  Pierre,  on  which  he  took 
refuge  for  2  months,  in  1765,  after  his 
proscription  at  Paris,  and  his  pre- 
tended stoning  at  Metiers  (Bte.  51), 
is  situated  about  6  m.  from  Bienne. 
Boats  may  be  hired  at  almost  all  the 
villa^  on  the  lake  to  row  to  it. 
Carnages  may  be  sent  on  from  Bienne 
to  Gleresse,  a  village  opposite  the 
island,  to  wait  The  island,  a  pretty 
object,  is  a  ridge  of  sandstone,  rising 
12  ft.  above  the  lake,  and  prolonged 
southwards,  under  water,  to  the  nill 
called  Jolimont  It  is  crowned  by  a 
grove  of  magnificent  old  oaks,  the 
shade  of  whicn  in  summer  is  most  re- 
freshing. 

Bousseau'a.room  is  preserved  nearly 
as  he  left  it,  except  that  its  walls,  doors, 
shutters,  and  windows  are  scribbled 
over  with  names  of  all  nations.  To 
escape  the  importunities  of  curious 
visitors  he  usea  to  climb  up  by  a  stove, 
through  a  trap-door  (still  shown) 
into  the  garret,  and  frequently,  when 
informed  by  his  host  that  a  party  had 
come  expressly  to  see  him,  refused  to 
apjpear — <*  Je  ne  suis  pas  ici  dans  une 
menagerie.*^ 

The  most  extensive  peat-moss  in 
Switzerland  lies  on  the  S.£.  shore  of 
the  lake  of  Bienne.  The  Gothic  abbey 
of  Sti  Jean  is  now  a  numufactory, 
where  the  peat  is  condensed  and 
transmuted  into  benzine  oil,  petro« 
leum,  and  pigments.  An  ancient 
lacustrine  village  has  been  dug  out  of 
the  peat,  1000  ft.  from  the  present 
shore. 

4  m.  Neuoeville  Stat.  (Germ.  Neitcn^ 
stadt)  {Inns:  Couronne,  or  Pension 
Grether,  out  of  the  town  on  the  8. 
side,  surrounded  by  as  much  shade  as 
the  vineyards  will  afford),  a  thrivii^ 
little  town  of  1200  Inhab.  (here  IVench 
is  spoken),  on  the  edge  of  the  lake, 
at  tne  foot  of  the  Chasseral,  whose 
sununit  (4955  ft.)  may  be  reached  in 
4  hrs.;  by  carriage-road  to  the  village 
of  Nodz  3  hrs.,  path  thence  to  summit 
Ihr. 

On  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake^ 
near  its  S.  extremity,  stands  Erlaek 
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(Cerlier),  at  the  foot  of  the  Jolu 
montf  a  hill  of  sandstone,  which 
sends  out  the  spur  prolonged  into  the 
Isle  St.  Pierre,  producing  shallows 
coyered  with  reeds  stretching  into  the 
lake.  This  hiU  is  remarkable  for  the 
number  of  snakes  to  be  found  upon  it. 

LamUron  Stat,  is  the  picturesque 
old  Swiss  town  near  the  mouth  of 
the  very  riiallow  river  Thiele,  or 
Zihlf  through  which  the  waters  of 
the  lake  of  Neuch&tel  find  their  way 
into  the  lake  of  Bienne.  After 
passing  under  a  wooden  bridee  and 
then  under  an  ancient  stone  bridge, 
close  to  which  is  the  castle  of  Thiele, 
the  river  becomes  exceedingly  nar- 
row and  crooked,  and  difficult  to  na- 
vigate. 

The  lake  of  Neuch&tel  is  about  25 
m.  long  and  7  m.  wide;  475  ft.  deep, 
and  1420  ft.  above  the  sea:  the  lake  of 
Bienne  is  3  ft.  lower.  The  Jura 
mountains  form  one  side  of  the  lake, 
the  other  side  is  comparatively  flat; 
and  the  scenery,  though  not  unpleas- 
ing,  is  tame. 

Emerging  from  a  tunnel  the  train 
reaches 

St.  Blaize  Stat.  The  line  continues 
to  rise  until  it  overlooks  the  whole  lake. 

NeuchItel  Junct.  Stat.  (Rte.  48). 

The  Swiss  Western  RaUway,  Trains 
to  Lausanne  in  2|,  3^  hrs.  At  first 
our  line  runs  side  by  side  with  that 
to  Pontarlier ;  about  a  mile  from 
Neuchatel  the  railroad  crosses  the 
glen  of  Serricires  by  a  lofty  viaduct. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  gorge  runs  the 
road,  over  a  handsome  stone  bridge 
built  by  Marshal  Berthier.  Near  it  is 
a  little  hamlet,  composed  of  a  group 
of  water-mills,  turned  by  a  re- 
markable stream,  rising  in  the  head 
of  the  dell  and  flEtUing  into  the  lake, 
after  a  course  of  not  more  than  ^  a 
mUe.  Though  it  remains,  as  it  were, 
but  a  few  minutes  above  ground,  it 
rises  in  sufficient  force  and  volume  to 
turn  a  wheel  within  200  yards  of  its 
source,  and  subsequently  sets  in  mo- 
tion several  others,  botn  above  and 
below  the  bridge.  It  is  fed  from 
reservoirs  within  the  mountain,  and 
is    probably   to   be   identified   with 


some  of  those  singular  streams  which 
bury  tbemselves  in  various  places 
among  the  cavernous  range  of  the 
Jura. 
The  rly.  descends  towards 
Auvemier  Junct.  Stat.,  where  that 
to  Pontarlier  turns  rt.    Our .  line  also 

Suits  the  lake  to  rejoin  it  beyond 
levaix. 

[About  3  m.  farther  is  Columbier, 
once  the  seat  of  the  Scotch  Marshal 
Keith,  the  friend  and  general  of 
Frederick  the  Great ;  he  was  fi^over- 
nor  of  Neuch&teL  Cortaillod,  by  the 
water-side,  produces  one  of  the  best 
wines  in  the  canton.  The  viUaee 
Boudri,  on  the  Reuse,  was  the  birth- 
place (1764)  of  the  demagogue  ^ia- 
rat.] 

i^vaix  Stat. 

Gorgier .  St.  Aubin  Stat.  From  this 
the  ascent  of  the  Creux  du  Vent  ^Bte. 
51)  may  be  made.  rt.  is  the  well-pre- 
served castle  of  Vaianarcus^  beyond 
which  the  canton  de  Vaud  is  entered. 

Rly.  crosses  part  of  lake  on  an  em* 
bankment. 

Concise  Stat.  {Inn :  Ecu  de  France). 
More  than  800  stone  axes,  chisels, 
and  other  tools  were  dredged  up  from 
the  lake  near  this  in  1861. 

Near  Gorcelles,  at  the  road-side 
stand  3  upright  blocks  of  granite  8  to 
10  ft.  high,  by  some  supposed  to  have 
been  raised  by  the  Swiss  as  a  memo- 
rial of  the  victory  of  Grandson,  but 
more  probably  of  I>ruidic  origin. 

Qrandaon  Stat, — (Inn:  Lion  d'Or) 
—a  town  of  890  Inhab.  The  rly. 
passes  through  the  enclosure  of  the 
venerable  Castle^  now  converted  into 
a  snuff-manufactory,  on  an  eminence 
above  the  lake.  It  is  historically 
remarkable  because  before  the  bat- 
tle of  Grandson  it  resisted  for  1^ 
days  the  assaults  and  artUlerj  of 
the  Burgundian  army.  When  at 
length  the  garrison,  reduced  by  fam- 
ine and  invited  by  the  offiar  of  fire 
pardon,  by  a  spy  or  deserter  who 
nad  entered  the  castle  by  stealth,  sur- 
rendered it,  Charles  caused  them  to 
be  stripped  and  hung  by  hundreds 
on  the  surrounding  trees,  and  as  many 
more  to  be  drowned  in  the  lake.    But 
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two  days  after,  on  the  3rd  of  Marcli, 
1476,  he  experienced  the  vengeance  of 
the  Swiss,  in  the  memorable  defeat  of 
his  host,  50,000  strong,  by  the  army  of 
the  coxKfederates,  amounting  to  not 
much  more  than  I  of  that  number  ; 
and  was  himself  compelled  to  fly  for 
his  life  across  the  mountains,  with 
only  5  followers.  The  spoil  of  his 
camp,  which  fell  into  the  hands  of  the 
victors,  included  120  pieces  of  cannon, 
600  standards,  aU  his  jewels  and  re- 
galia, costly  hangings,  and  military 
chest ;  on  that  day  gold  and  diamonds 
were  dealt  out  to  the  Swiss  by  hand- 
fuls.  In  this  battle,  however,  as  in 
those  of  Morat  and  Nancy,  the  Swiss 
were  invading  the  then  territories  of 
the  Dnkes  of  Savoy  or  of  Burgundy. 
The  scene  of  the  battle  lay  between 
Concise  and  Corcelles;  but  the  final 
rout  of  the  Burgnndians  was  at  the 
little  river  between  the  battlefield 
and  GSrandson. 

The  Church  of  Grandson  isof  10th  or 
1 1  th  canty.  The  prior's  stall  of  wood 
is  worth  notice.  jParel  preached  the 
reformed  doctrines  from  its  pulpit. 
There  is  a  path  over  the  hills  from 
Grandson  to  Metiers  Travers. 

The  rly.  skirts  the  lake  and  crosses 

the  Thiele. 

» 

TterdtmStat,  (Ger.  Ijferten) — (Inna : 
H.  de  Londres ;  Croix  Federaie),  a 
town  of  5029  Inhab.,  at  the  S.  ex- 
tremity of  the  lake  of  Neuch&tel,  at 
the  spot  where  the  Orbo  (thenceforth 
called  Thiele)  falls  into  it  It  is 
built  upon  the  site  of  the  Boman 
Ehrodanum,  whose  name,  with  a  little 
change,  it  still  inherits. 

The  Castle^  built  in  the  12th  cen- 
tury by  Conrad  of  S/ahringen,  is  in 
the  middle  of  the  town,  and  is  modern- 
ised and  uninterestine.  It  became 
the  school-house  ana  residence  of 
Festalozzi,  from  1805  to  1825.  Al- 
though the  founder  of  a  system  of 
education,  and  of  many  schools  both 
in  Europe  and  America,  he  was  a  very 
bad  practical  schoolmaster  himselr ; 
and  this  establishment,  the  head- 
quarters as  it  were  of  his  system, 
turned  out  a  signal  failure. 

There  are  some  pretty  promenades 


by  the  side  of  the  lake,  and  the  town 
is  sufficiently  picturesque. 

A  very  deughtful  excursion  may 
be  made  from  this  up  to  the  Log  de 
Joux  (Bte.  52). 

Diligence  to  Ste.  Croix,  noted  for 
the  manufacture  of  musical  boxes 
(50,000  in  a  year). 

From  Yverdun  the  rly.  proceeds 
through  a  fertile  and  thrivmg  country, 
along  the  valley  of  the  Thiele,  with 
fine  views  of  tne  Jura  range  to  the  * 
W.,  and  often  a  view  of  snow-peaks 
to  the  S.  and  E.  Before  coming  to 
Chawmay  Stat,  the  fine  castle  of 
Cffutn^pmoTtt  will  be  observed  on  the 
rt.  [From  Chaoomatf  Stat,  branch 
rail  to  Orbe  (Rte.  52).]  Soon  after 
this  the  rly.  passes  by  two  short 
tunnels  through  the  low  range  of  hills 
which  separates  the  valley  of  the 
Thiele,  or  Orbe,  from  that  of  the 
Venoge,  and  descends  the  valley  of 
the  Venoge.  The  ch.  of  Ccsaonay  is 
prettily  situated  on  a  height,  and  the 
rly.  passes  through  a  fine  country  to 

Buasigny  June.  Stat,  whence  one 
branch  of  the  rly.  goes  to  Moives 
and  Geneva  (Rte.  53\  the  other 
through  some  green  ana  pleasant  val- 
leys, without  any  extensive  view,  to 

Lausaiine  Junct.  Stat.  (Rte.  55). 
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BOUTE  50. — neuchItel  to  chaux  be  roKDs. 


Sect  I. 


ROUTE  60. 
meuchItel  to  ghaux  de  fonds 

AND  LE  LOCLE. 

About  20  m.  BaUway  by  La  Chanx 
de  FoncU  to  Le  Locle  in  about  3  hrs. 

Diligence  from  Neuch&tel  to  Le 
Locle  hy  Lea  Ponts. 

[The  high-road  to  Ghaux  de  Fonds 
runs  directly  through  the  profound 
chasm  of  the  Seyon  (Rte.  48). 

Vallengin  —  (Inn :  Couronne)  —  is 
the  principal  place  in  the  fertile  Val 
de  Kuz — 430  Lihab.  Its  Castie  (now 
A  prison)  is  in  part  as  old  as  the  12th 
century :  its  base  is  washed  by  the 
Sevon.  The  Churchy  a  perfects  re- 
gular Gothic  structure,  was  buut  by 
a  Count  of  Vallengin,  on  his  return 
from  the  crusades,  in  consequence  of 
a  vow  made  to  the  Virgin  in  a  storm 
at  sea  that  he  would  build  a  church 
upon  the  water;  accordingly  the  stream 
of  the  valley  is  conducted  under  the 
buUding. 

A  steep  and  long  ascent  up  the 
TSte  de  Bang  leads  to  Hants  Gene- 
veys.] 

On  quitting  Neuch&tel  Stat,  the 
rly.  (1600  ft.  above  the  lake)  com- 
mands fine  views  1.  over  to  the  Alps. 
It  crosses  the  Seyon  and  near  tne 
viaduct  over  the  valley  of  Berri^res 
penetrates  a  tunnel  1850  fit.  long. 
Fine  Alpine  view  on  emerging. 

Corceues  Stat.,  2  short  tunnels. 

Ghambrelieu  Stat.  See  from  it  the 
line  to  Fontarlier  (Rte.  51),  nearly 
1000  ft.  below.  The  direction  of  the 
line  is  now  reversed  from  S.W.  to  N., 
passing  over  the  2  small  tunnels  just 
mentioned. 

Ilauts  Geneveys  Stat.  (Hdtel  Bev- 
baud),  2944  fl.  above  the  sea,  the 
summit  level  of  the  line. 

rt   grand  view  of  Mont  Blanc. 


Through  a  tunnel  under  the  Col  des 
Loges,  which  the  high-road  sur- 
mounts; close  to  it  is 

Convers  Stat.  Another  tunnel  be- 
fore 

Chaux  de  Fends  Stat. — (Ima :  "FleuT 
de  Lys,  Balances,  Lion  d'Or,  all  indif- 
ferent)—a  town  of  18,000  Inhab.,  in  a 
bleak,  upland,  and  desolate  valley, 
bare  of  wood  and  nearly  destitute 
of  water,  and  from  its  ereat  eleva- 
tion of  3070  ft.  above  we  sea,  ca- 
pable of  producing  only  a  scanty  crop 
of  oats.  The  vil£ige  covers  an  area 
not  less  than  that  of  the  city  of  Ox- 
ford, each  cottage  being  an  isolated 
cube,  surrounded  by  a  croft  or  garden 
half  an  acre  or  an  acre  in  extent;  it 
was,  however,  burnt  in  1794-.  Its 
inhabitants  are  reputed  to  be  very 
rich.  It  is  the  chief  seat  of  the  manu- 
facture of  clocks  and  watche&  This  is 
not  carried  on  in  large  factories,  but  in 
the  separate  dwellings  of  the  workmen. 
Each  man  usuallv  makes  only  one 
particular  piece  of  machinery,  leaving 
even  the  finishing  of  it  to  others.  The 
number  of  persons  here  and  at  Locle, 
and  in  the  neighbourins;  district,  en- 
gaged in  different  branches  of  watch- 
maidng  is  about  12,000 ;  the  wages 
vary  from  2^  fr.  to  10  fr.  a  day.  The 
number  of  &>\d  and  silver  watches 
made  in  Locle  in  1861  was  216,830. 
This  is  not  the  actual  number  made, 
which  amounted  to  600,000,  In  1774 
the  total  number  of  watches  made  was 
300.  There  are  two  subterranean  mHU 
here,  turned  by  the  stream  of  the 
valley  previous  to  its  sinking  under- 
ground; the  rocks  have  been  blasted 
to  afford  space  for  the  mills  ;  but 
those  at  Locle  arc  even  more  cuiious. 
Diligences  to  Forentrui; — to  Soncebox, 
by  the  Val  St.  Imier. 

The  DoubSf  which  separates  Switzer^ 
land  from  France,  traverses  one  of 
those  singular  fissures  common  in  the 
Jura  limestone,  and  descends  in  a  fall 
(le  Saut  du  Boubs)  80  ft.  high.  Above 
the  fall  the  river,  dammed  up  by  rocks, 
spreads  out  into  a  sort  of  lake;  below, 
for  the  space  of  nearly  6  m.,  it  runs 
between  rocks  800  or  1000  ft  high, 
presenting  to  the  pedestrian  both  here 
and  lower  down,  as  far  as  Goomois 
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and  St.  UniU,  many  scenes  of  beantj 
and  interest 

The  Bly.  makes  another  bend  to 
reach 

Le  Lode  Stat.—(Irm :  Trois  Rois)— 
another  scattered  village,  occnpied  by 
an  industrious  population  of  9336 
sools;  the  men  chiefly  watchmakers, 
the  women  lacemakers;  rebuilt  since 
a  fire  which  consuihed  it  in  1833. 

The  little  stream  of  the  Bied,  which 
traverses  the  valley,  loses  itself,  at  a 
short  distance  from  Lode,  in  a  chasm 
in  the  rock.  This  outlet,  however, 
proved  insufficient  to  drain  the  valley; 
and  the  district  around  the  town  was, 
in  consequence,  inundated  at  the 
season  of  the  melting  of  the  snows — 
and  not  much  better  than  a  morass  at 
any  time.  To  remedy  this  evil,  a 
tunnd,  950  ft.  lone,  was  pierced 
through  the  screen  of  soUd  limestone- 
rock  which  encompasses  the  valley  in 
1802-6,  and  this  now  effectually  carries 
off  into  the  Doubs  the  previously  stag- 
nant waters.  At  Col  des  Roches,  a 
short  distance  from  this  artificial 
drain  or  emissary,  and  about  a  mile 
firom  Lode,  the  nver  disappears  in  a 
natural  opening,  sinking  into  the  heart 
of  the  mountain,  through  a  vertical 
abyss,  more  than  100  ft.  deep.  This 
water-power,  or  privilege,  as  an  Ame- 
rican would  call  It,  is  not  lost;  but,  in 
order  to  render  it  available,  water- 
wheds  have  been  constructed  within 
the  cavernous  cleft,  whose  powerfdl 
machinery,  impelled  by  the  falling 
stream,  moves  a  com  and  saw  mill. 
**  You  go  down  iliehts  of  broken  and 
slippery  stairs,  cut  m  the  rock,  to  these 
miU^  placed  one  under  another,  in  very 
frightful  situations  undoubtedly,  but 
rendered  more  so  to  the  imagination 
of  the  beholder  from  the  circum- 
stances of  darkness  and  ignorance  of 
the  means  by  which  the  works  are 
secured,  by  the  noise,  the  unfathom- 
able depth  below,  &c." — Simond. 

An  excursion  to  Saut  du  Doubs  can 
be  made  in  two  ways.  1.  A  pretty 
char-road  leads  from  La  Chaux  de 
Fonds  to  the  Planchettes ;  thence  to 
Moron  in  i  hr.,  and  to  the  Saut  f  hr., 
along  the  bank  of  the  river,  returning 
by  Lea  Breneta  and  Le  Lode.    2«  A 


eood  carriage-road  goes  from  La 
Chaux  de  Fonds  to  the  Lode,  thence 
to  the  mill  of  the  Col  des  Boches,  Za 
Roche  Fendue^  the  elegant  village  of 
the  Brenets. 

A  special  festival,  called  the  Fite  du 
Saut  du  Doubs,  is  celebrated  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  the  month  of  July, 
and  draws  thither  sometimes  100  boats 
with  music  and  feasting. 

Za  Roche  Fendue  is  an  aperture  bored 
in  the  rock,  dividing  Switzerland  from 
France,  commenced  1779,  and  only 
lately  finished,  by  which  the  road  to 
Besan^on  is  shortened  by  6  m.:  it 
opens  a  sing^uhur  view  over  the  Val  de 
iJoubs. 

There  is  another  road  from  Lode 
to  NeucluLtel,  by  Chaux  de  Milieu, 
Les  Fonts,  the  heights  of  La  Toume, 
andCorcdles. 
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ROUTE  61. — PONTARLEER  TO  NEUOHAtEL. 


Sect  I. 


ROUTE  51. 

PONTARLI^R  (IN  FKA^NCE)  TO  NEU- 
ChItEL,  BT  MOTIEBS  TRiiyERB. 

About  32  Eng.  m.  Railway  (Franco- 
Suisse)  opening  the  most  direct  com- 
munication between  Paris  and  W. 
Switzerland;  3  trains  daily  in  2}  hrs. 
It  passes  through  scenery  of  great 
interest 

Pontarlier — (Inns:  H.  National;  La 
Croix  Blanche) — the  last  town  in 
France.    [See  Handbook  of  France'], 

The  Railroad  first  ascends  by  the 
side  of  the  river  Doubs,  and  through 
the    pass   of  La  Cluse,    a  mountain 

fateway,  fortified  and  capable  of 
eing  closed,  between  France  and 
Switzerland,  to  St  Pierre  de  Joux. 
The  defile  is  commanded  by  (rt.) 
the  Clidteau  de  /oi/j:,  situated  on  the 
summit  of  a  precipice,  at  the  foot  of 
which  the  roads  from  Pontarlier  and 
Salins,  and  those  from  Neuch&tel  and 
Geneva,  by  Jougne,  unite.  The  pass 
has  been  stren^hened  by  a  detached 
fort  on  a  stiU  higher  rocK  (1.).  This 
frontier-fort  was  the  prison  of  the  un- 
fortunate Toussaint  TOuverture,  when 
treacherously  carried  off  from  St. 
Doming;o  bv  command  of  Napoleon. 
He  ended  his  days  here,  some  say  b^ 
violent  means;  but  the  sudden  transi- 
tion from  the  climate  of  the  tropics  to 
a  dank  dungeon  on  the  heights  of  the 
Jura  sufficiently  explains  the  cause  of 
his  death,  without  the  need  of  violence. 
Here  also  was  confined,  previously, 
anodier  remarkable  prisoner,  Mira- 
beau,  who  was  sent  hither  by  virtue  of 
a  lettre  de  cachet  obtained  by  his 
father,  M'Ami  des  Hommes,"  as  he 
called  himself^  and  the  tyrant  of  his 
own  family,  as  he  proved  himself. 
AQrabeau,  having  by  his  insinuating 
manners  obtained  leave  from  the  go- 
emor  to  visit  the  town  of  Pontarfier 


on  parole,  made  love  to  Madame  de 
Monnier,  the  young  wife  of  an  old 
magistrate  there,  and  eloped  with  her 
to  Holland.  She  was  me  Sophie  to 
whom  he  addressed  some  of  nis  ob- 
scene writings. 

Between  the  villages  of  Yerri^res 
de  Joux  and  Verri^res  de  Suisse,  the 
French  frontier  is  crossed.  The  Cus- 
tom-house rej?ulations  on  this  part  of 
the  French  fiontier  are  more  than 
usually  rigorous.  Passengers  by  rly. 
avoid  this  inconvenience. 

The  country  now  becomes  exceed- 
ingly romantic — the  hills  clothed  with 
forests,  the  valleys  carpeted  with  the 
richest  verdure,  and  sprinkled  with 
neat  cottages  in  the  picturesaue  style 
of  architecture  pecunar  to  Uie  chain 
of  the  Jura  and  Alps.  Cheese,  nearly 
as  ^ood  as  that  of  Gruy^res,  and  sold 
imder  that  name,  is  made  on  the  up- 
land pastures  of  the  Jura. 

The  descent  from  the  summit  of 
the  ridge  into  the  Yal  Travers  is 
through  another  narrow  gorge,  <^ed 
La  Chaine,  because  the  passage  was 
at  one  time  stopped  by  a  massy 
chain  drawn  across  the  road,  and 
fastened  to  staples  in  the  rock.  This 
primitive  fortification  is  said  to  have 
been  a  relic  of  the  Burg^ndian  wars, 
intended  to  arrest  the  artillery  of 
Charles  the  Bold. 

At  the  village  of  St  Sulpice  the 
river  Reuse,  vmich  waters  the  Val 
Travers,  rises  out  of  the  rock.  Tliis 
abundant  source  is  said  to  be  Uie  out- 
let of  the  Lac  d*Etididres,  situated 
about  10  miles  off,  among  the  hills. 

Flewier  (Inn:  Couronne,  good) 
(2600  Inhab.),  built  on  both  sides  of 
the  Reuse,  thrives  by  the  manufiEu;tura 
of  watches. 

Bovaresse  Stat.,  Travers  Stat.  Here 
is  a  tunnel. 

Couvet  Stat  Omnibus  to  Motiers. 
Diligence  daily  to  Le  Locle  by  Les 
Fonts.  Distilleries  of  Eirschwasser. 
At  Presta,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  river, 
is  a  mine  of  asphalte  worked  by  s 
Parisian  company.  Stratum  12  ft. 
thick.  Far  down,  on  the  opposi  te  sids 
of  the  valley  lies 

Motien  Tracers — (Jma:  Hotel  de 
Yille,  good;  Kaison  de  Commnne)— 
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a  ctean,  thririiig  village  inhabited  by 
-watch  and  lace  makers,  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Beuse.  It  was  the  place 
of  residence  of  Jean  Jacaues  Bousseau 
aflter  his  banishment  from  Geneva. 
In  the  house  occupied  by  him  his 
desk  is  shown,  at  which  he  wrote  his 
celebrated  '  Lettres  de  la  Montanie ;' 
and  op  stairs,  in  a  wooden  gallery, 
two  peeping-holes,  through  which  he 
coula  oiMerve  people  out  of  doors 
without  being  seen  himself.  He 
quitted  the  place  under  the  pretence 
of  having  been  persecuted,  and  be- 
cause the  boys  threw  stones  at  his 
windows. 

The  Val  Travers  is    highly  pic- 
turesque. 

Noiraieue  Stat.  fFrom  this  the 
ascent  ofthe  Creux  de  Vent,  4800  ft., 
may  be  made  in  1  hr. ;  descent  b^ 
St.  Aubin  or  Boudry.  **  Its  summit 
is  hollowed  out  into  a  vast  and  pro- 
found cavity,  500  ft.  deep,  surrounded 
by  an  amphitheatre  of  limestone  rock 
from  the  top  to  the  bottom.**  It 
is  more  than  2  m.  in  diameter.  *'  At 
times,  when  a  change  of  weather  is 
impending,  the  crater  of  the  moun- 
tain is  seen  to  become  suddenly  filled 
with  a  cloud  of  white  vapour,  work- 
ing and  rising  and  fidling  with  an 
easy  but  perceptible  motion,  until  the 
whole  hollow  presents  the  appearance 
of  an  immense  cauldron  oi  boiling 
\-apour,  which  seldom  rises  above  the 
edge.  If  any  escape,  it  is  by  the 
opening  towards  the  defile ;  and  I 
have  seen  it  repeatedly  issue  in  a 
thin  white  line,  and  float  gradually 
down  the  centre  of  the  valley  tiU 
;  imperceptibly  diminished  and  dissi- 
1  pated." — Laircbe. 

The  echo  produced  by  firing  a  gan 
I  within  the  Creux  de  v  ent  is  like  a 
t  scattered  fire  of  musketry,  or  a  suc- 
I  cession  of  discharges  from  a  battery ; 
band  the  hollow  ma^  be  called  tne 
very  cradle  of  the  winds,  which  ap- 
pear to  he  perpetually  blowing  from 

ILI 

The  view  now  opens  of  the  Lake  of 
KeuchUel,  rt;  far  below  is  seen  the 
viaduct  of  the  Tverdun  Railway, 
while  high  up  overhead  is  the  Stat. 


of  Chambrelieu  of  the  Ghaux  de 
Fonds  Rly. 

Auvemier  Junct.  Stat.  Here  we 
meet  the  Keuchfttel  and  Yverdun 
line  (Rte.  49),  and  the  two  run  side 
by  side.  Near  this  fine  views  of  the 
liake  and  the  Alps.  Gradual  ascent 
to  the  lofty  viaduct  over  the  gorge 
of  Serri^res.  Above  the  gorge  tne 
Castle  Beauregard  is  seen. 

The  rly.  line  along  the  valley  of 
the  Reuse  has  encountered  and  over- 
come very  considerable  eng^eering 
diflBculties.  3  viaducts  and  11  tunnels 
occur  in  a  space  of  21  m. 

NeuchItel  Junot.  Stat,  and  Ter- 
minus (Rte.  48),  high  up  above  the 
lake.  By  shady  waUcs  the  pedestrian 
may  descend  to  the  lake  into  the 
town,  avoiding  the  dusty  road. 
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BOUTE  62. — YVERDUN  TO  LAC  DE  JOdX. 


Sect  I. 


ROUTE  62. 

VVERDUKy  OR  LAUSANNE,  TO  THE  LAC 
DE  JOUX. 

This  is  an  exceedingly  pretty  ex- 
cursion of  two  days,  weS  worth  taking 
by  those  who  wish  to  see  the  best 
Jura  scenery. 

There  are  dilifi;enoes  to  Le  P<mt^  in 
the  Yallee  de  tfoux,  firom — a,  Cos- 
sonay;  6,  Chavomay. 

a.  Oosaonay  Stat  TRte.  49).  IVom 
this  a  diligence  witk  only  two  seats 
starts  once  a  day,  on  the  arrival  of 
the  train  from  Lausanne,  and  reaches 
Le  Pont  in  4  hrs.  up  (3  hrs.  down), 
passing  over  a  h^h  rid|?e,  whence 
there  is  a  very  fine  view  of  the  Alps. 

Le  Pont  (see  below). 

6.  Chaoomay  Stat.  (Bte.  49).  From 
this  an  omnibus  goes,  on  the  arrival 
of  most  trains,  to  Orbe,  2  m. ;  whence 
diligence  once  a  day  to  Le  Font,  13  m. 
The  diligeuce  is  very  slow,  and,  stop- 
pages included,  not  less  than  5  hrs. 
are  consumed  between  Chavomay  and 
LePont. 

After  leaving  Chavomay  Stat,  the 
road  crosses  numerous  branches  of 
the  Orbe  and  Noxon,  through  a  flat 
valley  to 

Orbe  (^Irm:  Ecu  de  France,  fair  and 
cheap;  Maison  de  Ville;  Guillaume 
Tell),  a  very  picturesque  and  ancient 
town  of  1927  Inhab.,  built  on  a  hill 
nearly  insulated  by  the  Orbe,  which 
is  crossed  by  3  bridges.  The  lower 
bridge,  on  the  road  to  the  Vall^  de 
Joux,  is  of  great  antiquity ;  the  upper 
and  modem  one,  of  a  smgle  arch,  1 24  ft 
span,  is  in  use  at  present.  Orbe  was 
tne  Roman  station  Urbigenum^  and  a 
place  of  importance  in  the  middle  ages, 
imder  the  Burgundian  Kings,  who 
had  a  Hoyal  Castle  here.  The  fair  but 
cmelBrunehilde,  Queen  of  the  Franks, 
took  refii^  here,  with  her  grand- 
daughter, but  was  carried  a  prisoner 


to  Worms,  and  there  barbarously  put 
to  death.  The  three  sons  of  LothaireL 
met  here,  in  855,  to  divide  his  king- 
dom. In  1475  the  Swiss  took  Orbe 
by  assault;  but  the  CaUle  made  a 
lengthened  resistance.  The  garrison, 
yielding  step  by  step,  disputed  the 
possession  of  each  chunber,  stair,  and 
passage.  The  last  renmant  were  pur- 
sued into  a  tower,  which  the  Swiss  set 
fire  to,  and  the  few  who  fell  into  their 
hands  alive  were  throvm  over  the 
battlements.  The  site  of  the  castle 
now  forms  the  public  promenade, 
whence  in  clear  weather  there  is  a 
fine  view  over  the  valleys  of  the  Orbe 
and  Noxon  to  the  Bernese  Alps. 
Two  towers  -of  the  castle  are  still 
standing. 

An  attempt  was  made  in  1639  to 
connect  the  lakes  of  Geneva  and  Nea- 
ch&tel  by  a  canal  between  the  rivers 
Orbe  and  Venoge ;  it  was  cut  as  far 
as  Entre  Roche,  about  12  m.,  bnt  was 
never  carried  further. 

About  2  m.  above  Orbe,  near  Mont 
Charand,  is  a  cascade  of  the  Orbe. 

The  road  to  the  valley  of  Joux 
leaves  Orbe  by  the  new  bridge  span- 
nine  the  ravine  of  the  Orbe,  and  soon 
begms  to  ascend  by  a  series  of  ng- 
zags,  conmianding  very  fine  views  of 
the  snowy  alps  on  the  one  side,  and 
of  the  Jura  range  on  the  other.  The 
country  through  which  the  road 
passes  is  fertile  and  pretty,  and  the 
road  in  beautiful  order. 

Bomainmotier  is  a  small  village, 
most  picturesauely  placed  in  a  hollow. 
The  cnurch  of  its  old  abbey  is  one  of 
the  oldest  and  most  interesting  in 
Switzerland;  the  nave  remains  as  it 
was  in  753.  The  road  now  follows 
the  green  and  pleasant  valley  of  the 
little  river  Nozon,  continuaUy  ascend- 
ing for  H  hr.  to 

Vaulion^  a  little  village  in  a  wider 
part  of  the  valley,  inhabited  by  shoe- 
makers, and  overhung  by  the  Dent 
de  Vaidion.  [The  diusence  stops  a 
long  time  here,  and  the  pedestrian 
will  do  well  to  ascend  the  "Dent  de 
Yaulion  at  once,  walking  about  1^  m. 
alone  the  high  road,  then  tumins; 
to  the  rieht  and  ascending  the 
mountain  w-hich  lies  before  him«  dt>- 
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scending  from  the  summit  by  another 
path  to  Le  Pont]  A  series  of  zig- 
zi^  take  the  carriage-road  to  a  higher 
lerely  where  little  but  short  grass, 
rocks,  and  firs  is  to  be  seen.  The 
road  is  beantifolly  kept,  and  reminds 
the  trayeller  strongly  of  a  large  Eng- 
lish park.  A  short  descent  through 
a  narrow  pass,  bordered  by  limestone 
cU£&  and  nrs,  bring[s  us  to 

Le  Poni  (Iw:  H.  de  la  Truite, 
tolerable),  a  little  Tillage,  named  from 
a  bridge  across  the  channel  which 
connects  the  Lac  de  Joux  with  the 
small  Lac  des  Brenets.  It  is  Tery  pret- 
tily situated  at  the  N.  end  of  tne  Lac 
de  Joux,  and  looks  like  an  English 
Tillage,  with  its  neat  roads,  good 
houses,  and  g^een  fields.  There  are 
guides,  but  only  one  or  two  horses, 
and  no  sidesaddles.  Care  should 
be  taken  in  walking  amongst  these 
mountains  to  ayoid  old  wells  dug  for 
the  flocks,  and  imperfectly  covered. 
An  unfortunate  English  gentleman, 
named  Herbert,  was  drowned  in  one 
near  the  ch^ets  of  the  Mont  Tendre 
in  1837,  and  is  buried  at  Mont  Bicher. 

The  Talley  in  which  the  Lac  de 
Joux  is  situated  contains  two  other 
lakes,  Le  Ter  and  Brenets,  and  is  en- 
tirely shut  in  by  high  hOls  ;  so  that, 
although  these  sheets  of  water  are  fed 
by  all  the  streams  of  the  Talley,  they 
have  no  Tisible  outlet  aboTe  ground. 
There  are,  howeTer,  large  carities  and 
orifices  in  ^e  beds  of  these  lakes, 
called  enionnoirst  through  which  the 
waters  escape.  These  fissures  are 
sometimes  incapable  of  carrying  off 
the  waters,  and  thus  inundations  are 
caused  in  the  valley.  A  tunnel,  of  no 
Tery  great  extent,  might  drain  the 
lake  entirely.  The  Zoo  de  Joux  is 
.S210  ft  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
Its  quiet  aspect,  surrounded  by  grassy 
morfntains,  limestone  diffii,  and  wooas 
of  beech  and  fir,  would,  if  it  were 
more  in  the  highway,  make  the  valley 
a  popular  resort  ScTeral  pleasant 
excursions  may  be  made. 

a.  To  ascend  the  Deni  de  Vaulion, 
the  summit  of  which  is  not  Tisible 
from  Le  Pont,  go  along  the  high  road 
to  Vallorbe  for  about  a  mile,  until 
the  road  opens  into  a  little  Talley. 


Cross  the  little  meadow  or  marsh,  and 
bejrin  to  ascend  through  the  woods  in 
a  N.E.  direction.  After  a  short  walk 
through  the  wood  the  path  follows  a 
little  Talley  or  depression  of  green 
sward,  between  fir-trees  and  beeches. 
Beyond  this  there  is  no  reg^ular  path, 
but  you  should  continue  *to  ascend, 
and  the  top  (4930  ft.)  vrill  be  reached 
in  an  hour's  ^ood  walking  from  Le 
Pont  A  gmde  is  not  absolutely 
necessary,  but  vrithout  one  you  vriU 
probably  lose  some  time.  The  N.W. 
side  of  the  summit  is  a  sheer  lime- 
stone precipice  of  some  1500  ft.,  look- 
in?  down  into  the  green  Talley  of  the 
Orbe.  N.  is  seen  the  range  of  the 
Jura,  E.  the  Bernese  Alps,  S.  the 
chain  of  the  Pennine  Alps  to  Mont 
Blanc  ;  the  rest  is  concealed  by  the 
Mont  Tendre.  S.W.  the  lake  and 
Talley  of  Joux. 

6.  About  W  min.  frt>m  the  Tillage 
of  Abbaye,  which  is  2  m.  from  £e 
Pont,  by  climbing  up  a  steep  and 
picturesque  rarine,  out  of  which  a  fine 
stream  issues,  a  caTem,  called  Chau- 
di^re  d'Enfer,  will  be  found,  into 
which,  by  crawling  and  using  a  rope, 
you  can  penetrate  about  200  yds.  to  a 
uttle  lake  or  pool.  There  are  other 
unexplored  recesses  in  the  cayem. 
Guide  at  the  inn,  2  fr. 

c.  Another  ascent  is  to  the  Mont 
Tendre  (5510  ft.).  The  path  to  it  goes 
up  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  ravine,  behind 
Aobaye;  and  the  ascent  occupies  3  hrs. 
from  Le  Pont  The  view  from  its 
summit,  extending  to  Mont  Blanc  on 
the  one  side,  and  to  Soleure  on  the 
other,  will  repay  the  trouble  of  the 
ascent  There  is  a  path  down  the 
opposite  side  of  the  mountain,  lead- 
ing, in  2  hrs.,  to  the  village  of  Mont 
Kicher. 

d.  Instead  of  returning  direct  to 
ChaTomay,  the  pedestrian  who  has 
ascended  the  Dent  de  Vanlion  may 
either  take  a  path  on  the  N.  shoreof  the 
Lac  de  Brenets,  or  follow  the  high  road 
to  Vallorbe,  and  risit  the  source  of  the 
Orbe<,  which  rises  at  once  a  copious 
spring,  fed  no  doubt  by  subterraneous 
conduits  from  the  Lac  de  Joux.  Near 
the  source  is  an  extensiTe  caTem, 
called  QrotU  des  Fees.    The  source  if 
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about  6  m.  firom  Le  Pont,  round  the 
L.  Brenet.  By  starting  in  the  morning 
the  pedestrian  may  catch  the  diligence 
from  Salins  to  Chavomay,  and  so 
return  by  the  pretty  vale  of  the  Orbe. 

0.  Or  the  excursion  may  be  pro- 
longed by  either  shore  of  the  Lac  de 
Joux  to  Ls  BrassuSf  a  thriving  town 
of  watchmakers,  and  thence  to  Lea 
HousseSf  on  the  old  post-road  to  Geneva, 
descending  from  which  place  there  is 
a  very  fine  view  of  the  Alps. 

/.  Another  route  is  to  cross  from  Le 
Brassus  to  the  village  of  St.  Georees, 
by  the  Asile  de  Marcheiruz,  3  hrs. 
walk;  from  thence  3  leagues  by  a 
good  road  to  BoUe,  on  the  I^ke  of 
Geneva  (Rte.  55). 


ROUTE  53. 

lyons,  or  maoon,  to  geneva 
(railway). 

From  Macon  to  Geneva,  114  m.; 
from  Lyons,  100  m.;  3  trains  daily 
in  about  6  and  7  hrs.  The  rly.  from 
Lyons  and  that  from  Paris  (passing 
through  Macon)  join  at  the  Ambirieu 
June,  otat,  distance  28  m.  from  Lyons, 
42  m.  from  Macon.  There  is  but  one 
express  train  each  way  daily. 

From  Amb€rieu  the  rly.  ascends 
the  rocky  valley  of  the  fittle  river 
Serrant,  making  considerable  curves,  to 


Tenay  8tat.,  beautifiilly  situated  at 
the  junction  of  three  valleys.  Soon 
after  this  the  road  passes  between 
lofty  clifi^  not  unlike  tnose  of  Clifton, 
and  by  a  series  of  little  lakes,  which 
occasioned  great  difficulties  to  the 
engineers.    A  tunnel  is  passed  to 

Rossilhn  Stat,  Here  the  summit 
level  is  reached,  and  the  road  emerges 
on  the  Swiss  side  of  the  Jura.  Lime- 
stone mountains  seem  to  close  round 
the  line,  and  there  is  a  maenifioent 
view  of  distant  mountains.  The  road 
passes  under  the  Grcmd  Coiombier, 
which  oyerhangs 

Culoz  June.  Siat.  (Inns:  Croix 
Blanche ;  Union).  Here  the  line  to 
Chambery  and  Turin  (Bte.  153) 
branches  off.  The  rly.  to  Geneva 
henceforward  keeps  close  to  the 
Rhdne,  only  leaving  at  one  point  in 
order  to  cut  off  an  angle. 

Seystel  Stat,,  on  the  Rhone.  Here 
are  quarries  which  furnish  asphalte. 

BUliat  Stat.  1  m,  hence  is  the  ^<z/- 
perUiis  (**  pertuis  "  means  a  gorge),  an 
abyss  even  more  imposing  than  the 
Perte  da  Shone  (see  further  on).  The 
river  quietly  flows  at  a  depth  of  600  ft 
between  walls  of  rock,  sometimes  not 
more  than  14  ft.  apart. 

Bellegarde  StaL  The  last  town  in 
France,  and  French  custom  -  house. 
10  min.  walk  from  stat,  behind  the 
H.  de  la  Poste,  is  the  Perte  da  Bhone, 
The  gorge  of  theValscrene  is  crossed 
on  a  viMluct;  far  below  is  the  old 
road  and  bridge.  Through  the  Credo 
Tunnel  (Rte.  53  e).  The  extensive 
fortifications  of  the  Fart  de  CJScltte^ 
are  passed  near 

Collonges  Stat.,  in  a  narrow  defile; 
rt.  rises  the  Yuache,  1.  the  Jura 
chain.  This  pass  was  fortified  by 
Julius  Caesar.  The  Swiss  territory 
is  entered  at  Challex,  7  m.  from 

Geneva  Terminue,  at  end  of  Rne  de 
Mt.  Blanc,  leading  to  the  lake  and 
bridge. 

GENsyA.  {Germ,  Genf ;  ItaL  Gi- 
nevra.)  /mu :  *H«  de  la  M^tropole,  an 
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immeDse  establishment  opposite  the 
Jardin  Anglais,  a  first-rate  hotel 
H.  de  la  raix.  Qua!  de  Mt.  Blanc, 
kept  by  the  former  landlord  of  the 
Ecu,  excellent,  a  much  finer  house, 
and  equally  well  managed ;  Hotel  des 
Bemies;  Couronne,  well  manafi;ed, 
mo<&rate,  ciyil  landlord — all  these 
are  excellent  inns,  facing  the  lake. 
Hotel  Victoria,  near  the  rly.  stat., 
Ist  class;  H.  Schweitzerhof;  H. 
Beauriyage  and  d'Angleterre ;  H. 
TEcu  de  Gendve  ;  H.  du  Rhdne  (bad 
smells),  reasonable,  2nd  class ;  La 
Balance  most  comfortable  as  a  2nd 
class  inn.  Restaurant^  Richter  (Lion 
d'Or),  good.  C'ifesy  Da  Nord  (also 
restaurant),  fiusing  the  lake,  one  of 
the  best  in  Switzerland;  La  Poste.. 

Passports  are  never  required  at 
Geneva. 

A  fcalk  ihrouqh  Geneva  from  the 
Rly.  Stat  to  the  Bridge  of  Mt.  Blanc. 
View  of  the  mountain  from  Quai  du 
Mt.  Blanc;  Jardin  An^I&is;  lieliefof 
Mt.  Blanc;  Pierre  de  r^iton ;  Public 
Library  in  Rue  Verdaine;  Cathedral; 
House  of  Calvin,  11,  Rue  des  Cha- 
noines;  House  of  J.  J.  Rousseau,  40, 
Grande  Rue;  Musee  de  V  Academic; 
H.  de  Viite  ;  Arsenal  opposite  Athe- 
meum;  along  the  promenade  of  La 
Treille  to  the  Botanic  Garden,  by  the 
Theatre  to  Musee  Rath ;  Place  Keuve; 
Fountain  of  the  Escalade  (sec  His- 
tory) at  end  of  Rue  des  Allemands; 
by  the  Qnais  to  Rue  Mt  Blanc. 

Geneva,  though  the  capital  of  the 
smallest  of  the  Swiss  cantons,  except 
Zug,  is  the  most  populous  town  in 
the  Confederation,  since  it  contains 
41,756  Inhab.  (9322  Roul  Catholics, 
and  14,795  forei|mers).  It  is  well 
situated,  at  the  W.  extremity  of  the 
lake  of  Geneva,  at  the  point  where 
**  the  blue  waters  of  the  arrowy 
Rhone"  issue  out  of  it  The  river 
divides  the  town  into  two  parts;  the 
smaller  on  the  rt  bank  being  called 
Quartier  St  Gervais.  The  intensely 
blue  colour  of  the  waters  of  the  Rhone, 
alluded  to  by  Bvron,  is  certainly  very 
remarkable,  ana  resembles  nothing  so 
much  as  the  discharge  of  indigo  from 
a  dyer's  vat  The  cause  of  it  nas  not 
been    satisfactorily   explained.      Sir 


Humphry  Davy  attributed  it  to  the 
presence  of  iodine.  The  extreme 
purity  lasts  but  for  a  short  space, 
since  a  mile  below  the  town  it  is 
polluted  by  the  admixture  of  the 
waters  of  the  turbid  Arve. 

Geneva,  when  seen  from  the  lake, 
presents  a  very  imposing  appearance, 
m  consequence  of  improvements,  made 
since  1830,  for  which  it  is  indebted,  in 
no  sli^t  degree,  to  the  circulation  of 
the  gold  of  English  travellers  among 
its  mhabitants.  Several  new  quar- 
ters have  started  up  on  the  banks  of 
the  Rhone  and  the  margin  of  the 
lake,  disp]a3ring  handsome  fronts  of 
taU  houses,  lined  with  broad  quays 
towards  the  lake.  The  Qual  de  Mont 
Blanc  is  a  continuation  of  Quai  des 
Bergpies,  and  forms  a  row  of  magni- 
ficent houses.  On  the  S.  bank  of 
the  Rhone  the  unsightly  houses  which 
lined  the  margin  of  the  lake  have 
been  refaced  and  beautified,  while  a 
broad  belt  of  land  has  been  sained 
from  the  water,  and  converted  into 
a  line  of  Quais.  The  Quais  on  both 
sides  are  connected  by  three  handsome 
Bridges,  thrown  across  the  lake.  The 
longest  of  these,  completed  1863,  leads 
from  the  Rlwy.  and  Quai  du  Mont 
Blanc  to  the  Grand  Quai  and  English 
Garden  on  S.  side  of  the  Lake.  Another 
bridge  is  united  with  a  small  i^and, 
formerly  a  part  of  the  fortifications, 
now  occupied  by  a  very  inferior  statue 
of  Rousseau,  b  v  Pradier.  Since  1 848  the 
fortifications  have  been  rased,  those 
near  the  Porte  de  Rive  partly  thrown 
into  the  lake,  so  as  to  form  another 
new  Quai,  occupied  by  streets  and 
houses. 

Geneva  is  divided  into  the  upper 
and  lower  town  ;  and  this  distinc- 
tion, arising  from  the  uneven  nature 
of  the  ground,  is  perpetuated  in  the 
rank  and  condition  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  two  divisions.  The  upper 
town  consists  almost  entirely  of 
the  large  and  handsome  mansions  of 
the  burgher  aristocracy,  heretofore 
the  senators  and  magistrates  of  the 
republic,  between  whom  and  the  in- 
haoitants  of  the  lower  town,  consisting 
of  shopkeepers,  a  strong  social  line 
is  drawn.    The  Quartier  de  St  Ger- 
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▼als  is  the  abode  of  the  workmen, 
the  seat  of  democracy  after  the  French 
pattern — ^the  Faubourg  St.  Antoine  of 
Geneva : — ^its  streets  are  narrow,  its 
houses  lofty,  and  it  has  something  of 
the  air  of  the  old  town  of  Edinburgh. 
The  feuds  arising  between  the  high 
and  low  town  would  fill  a  long  and 
amusing  historical  chapter:  thej 
often  ted  to  bloodshed ;  but  the 
democrats  below  generally  brought 
their  exalted  neighbours  to  reason  by 
the  simple  expedient  of  cutting  off 
the  water-pipes,  taking  especial  care 
to  guard  the  nydraulic  macnine  which 
furnished  the  supply  to  the  upper 
town,  and  which  is  situated  in  their 
quarter.  The  disputes  are  now  be- 
tween the  upper  town  and  St.  Gervais, 
the  lower  town  siding  sometimes  with 
one,  sometimes  with  the  other. 

On  the  island,  in  the  middle  of  the 
Khone,  not  far  from  the  Hydraulic 
Machine,  traces  may,  it  is  said,  be 
discoTered  of  a  Roman  structure,  sup- 
posed to  be  the  foundations  of  one  of 
the  towers  erected  by  Julius  Ceesar,  to 
prevent  the  Helvetians  crossing  the 
river.  The  earliest  mention  of  Ge- 
neva occurs  in  his  Commentaries, 
where  it  is  described  as  ^the  last 
fortress  of  the  Allobroges,  and  nearest 
to  the  Helvetian  frontier." 

Although  Geneva  is  deservedly  a 
great  focus  for  travellers  of  all  na- 
tions, it  possesses  within  it  few  objects 
of  interest  to  the  passing  stranger. 
As  a  town,  it  has  few  fine  public 
buildings;  in  short,  scarcely  any  sights^ 
It  is  owing  to  its  beautiful  environs, 
to  its  vicinity  to  Ghamouni,  to  the 
charming  scenery  of  its  lake,  and 
to  its  position  on  the  high  road  from 
Paris  to  Italy,  that  it  has  become  a 
place  of  so  much  resort. 

The  Cathedral,  or  Ck,  of  St.  Pierre 
is  of  an  extreme  simplicity  of  archi- 
tecture. Its  fine  Corinthian  portico 
added  on  the  outside  is  a  blemish 
where  it  is  placed,  but  its  interior 
possesses  interest  as  a  very  early  and 
uncorrupted  specimen  of  the  Gothic 
of  the  11th  century.  It  contains  the 
monuments  of  Agrippa  d'Aubigny, 
the  friend  of  Henry  IV.,  and  grand- 


father of  Mad.  de  Maintenon,  and 
that  of  the  Duo  Henri  de  Rohan,  a 
leader  of  the  French  Protestants  in 
the  reign  of  Louis  XUX,  slain  near 
Rheinfdden,  1 638.  A  statue  of  plaster 
now  replaces  one  of  marble,  rutnlessly 
destroyed  at  the  French  Revolution. 
The  canopy  of  the  pulpit  is  the  same 
under  which  Calvin  preached. 

A  Rem.  Catholic  Church  in  the  Gothic 
style  has  been  built  near  the  rly.  stat ; 
and  a  synagogue  (^Temple  Juif)  in  the 
Saracenic  styfe  near  the  Porte  Neuve. 

The^n^/tsA  Church,  near  the  Bergues 
Hotel,  bmlt  by  subscription,  on  the 
site  of  the  former  fortifications,  was 
consecrated  in  1853  by  the  Bishop 
of  Winchester.  Mr.  George  Haldi- 
mann  gave  1000/.  towards  it.  Service 
is  peiformed  every  Sunday  at  11 
and  6. 

The  Palaie  Electoral,  outside  the 
Porte  Neuve,  is  a  handsome  building 
for  elections,  exhibitions,  meetings, 
and  festivals. 

The  Musie  Rath,  so  named  after  its 
founder.  General  Rath,  who  left  Uie 
reversion  of  his  fortune  to  it,  is  a 
building  in  the  Greek  style,  close  to 
the  Porte  Neuve,  open  daily  from  11 
to  3;  it  contains  a  collection  of  pic- 
tures and  other  works  of  art,  the 
greater  part  by  native  artists.  Among 
the  Genevese  painters,  Calame,  Diday, 
Homung,  and  Topfer  ^deserve  to  be 
mentioned. 

The  Muaee  cTAoadenUe,  No.  11, 
Grande  Rue,  is  chiefly  interesting 
to  the  student  as  containing  the  geo- 
logical collections  of  Saussure,  the 
fossil  plants  of  MM.  Brongniart  and 
Decandolle,  and  the  collections  of  M. 
Neoker.  It  is  principally  filled  with 
the  native  productions  of  Switzerland, 
and  contains  specimens  of  the  chamois, 
of  the  Bouquetin,  the  dog  of  St.  Ber- 
nard, of  all  the  fishes  of  tibe  rivers 
and  lakes  of  this  country;  among 
them  theferra,  the  lotte,  and  a  trout 
weighing  43  lbs.  from  the  lake  of 
Geneva. 

There  is  also  a  cabinet  of  cmtiqui' 
ties;  some  of  them  found  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, such  as  a  silver  buckler, 
with  fine  bas-reliefs,  discovered  in  the 
bed  of  the  Arve,  inscribed  <<Laigitas 
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Yalentiniani  August!;*'  some  instru- 
ments of  sacrifice  found  near  the  rocks 
of  Neptune  in  the  lake,  &c.  &c.  Also 
the  lantern  dropped  in  the  town  ditch 
by  one  of  the  Savoyard  soldiers  en- 
gaged in  the  unsuccessftil  attempts  to 
scfUe  the  walls  in  1602  (see  below). 
In  the  same  building  is  the  Societi^ 
de  Lecture,  a  circulating  library  of 
40,000  Yols.,  and  a  large  reading- 
room  for  periodicals.  Foreigners  are 
easily  admitted  to  the  latter. 

The  Public  Library,  Bue  Verdaine, 
attached  to  the  Cotiege,  a  scholastic 
looking  buildins^,  of  no  architectural 

Eretensions,  behind  St.  Pierre,  founded 
y  Bonnivard  (the  Prisoner  of  Chillon), 
contains  70,000  volumes.  Curiosities : — 
394  MS.  letters  of  Calvin,  almost 
illegible,  but  with  fair  transcripts 
rthere  is  one  addressed  to  Lady  Jane 
Grey  while  a  prisoner  in  the  Tower); 
44  vols,  of  his  MS.  sermons  1549-60; 
12  vols,  of  letters  addressed  to  him, 
and  many  important  documents  re- 
lating to  the  Council  of  Basle;  se- 
veral volumes  of  letters  of  Theodore 
Beza;  the  manuscript  of  the  *  Noble 
Le^on,'  a  work  of  the  ancient  Wal- 
denses;  part  of  the  account-book  of 
the  household  of  Philip  le  Bel,  for 
1308,  written  with  a  style  upon  waxed 
tablets,  but  now  almost  effaced;  a 
translation  of  Quintus  Curtius,  with 
beautiful  illustrations,  taken  along 
with  the  baggage  of  Charles  the 
Bold  at  Morat.  Discourses  of  St. 
Augustine,  a  MS.  on  papyrus  of 
the  7th  century.  Letters  of  St.  Vin- 
cent de  Paul,  J.  J.  Rousseau,  &c. 
The  library  is  opened  every  day 
but  Saturday  and  Sunday,  from  11 
to  4. 

A  new  Muaeum  of  Fine  Arts,  the 
gift  to  the  town  of  Madame  Eynard, 
called  Athencntm,  is  a  beautiful  build- 
ing near  the  Botanic  Garden. 

The  Botanic  Garden  behind  the 
theatre,  and  near  the  Porte  Neuve, 
deserves  mention,  as  having  been 
laid  out  under  the  direction  of  the 
eminent  botanist  Decandolle  ;  but  the 
fimds  are  so  limited  that  the  collection 


of  plants  is  of  no  great  importamse. 
The  ground  it  occupies  has  am>  painful 
historical  associations.  On  this  spot, 
in  1794,  took  place  fusillades  and 
butcheries  too  horrible  to  be  detailed, 
in  which  the  blood  of  the  most  respecrt- 
able  citizens  of  the  town  was  shed, 
condemned  to  execution  by  a  band 
of  wretches,  most  of  whom  were  their 
fellow-citizens,  though  directed  by  a 
deputy  from  the  Comite  du  Salut 
Public  at  Paris. 

Besides  the  names  of  Calvin  and 
Bousseau,  which  are  connected  with 
Geneva — the  one  by  adoption^  the 
other  by  birth — it  is  the  oirthplacc 
of  many  illustrious  men,  whose  repu- 
tation may  be  styled  European.  The 
list  includes  the  names  of  Isaac  Ca- 
saubon;  of  Lefort,  the  friend  and 
councillor  of  Peter  the  Great;  of 
Necker,  the  weak  and  ill-starred  mi- 
nister of  Louis  XVL,  and  father  of 
Madame  de  Stael;  of  the  naturalists 
Saussure  (who  first  ascended  Mont 
Blanc),  Bonnet,  De  Luc;  and  Hube-r, 
the  biographer  of  the  bee  and  ant; 
Decandolle,  the  botanist;  of  Delolme 
and  Mallet  du  Pan,  writers;  of  Gal- 
latin, U.S.;  of  Rossi,  the  PopeV 
minister,  assassinated  at  Rome  in 
1849;  of  Dumont,  the  friend  an<i 
adviser  of  Mirabeau  and  Jetemy 
Bentham;  and  Sismondi,  the  historian. 
Among  Uie  living  there  are  Neckar, 
the  £eologist ;  De  la  Rive,  the  chemist ; 
Alphonse  de  CandoUe,  and  £dmond 
Boissier,  botanists;  Plantamour,  as- 
tronomer; Maunoir,  the  oculist; 
and  Merle  d'Aubigne,  author  of  thr 
History  of  the  ^formation^  and  i 
preacher  at  the  Oratoire. 

Geneva  may  be  regarded  as.  tin* 
intellectual  metropolis  of  Switwr- 
land;  and  strangers  who  choose  it  ie5 
their  residence,  if  provided  with  goi<J 
introductions,  will  find,  among  ibt 
upper  classes,  a  very  a^r»Bable  sodetv. 
includine  many  mdividuals  distin- 
guished for  their  literary  and  sdeor.- 
fie  acquirements. 

The  staple  manufi^ctare  of  Geneva, 
from  whicn  it  derives  its  chief  com- 
mercial prosperity,  is  that  of  vatcki>^ 
nuaical  boxes,  Ukijevellery,  The  first 
watch  was  brought  to  Geneva  in  15^7, 
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and  at  the  end  of  the  last  century 
4000  persons  were  employed  within 
the  town,  and  2000  without  the  walls, 
on  this  manufacture.    At  present  the 
number   is  diminished  to  less  than 
3000y  though,  from  improvements  in 
the  mechanical  processes  and  increased 
skill  of  the  workmen,  the  number  of 
watches  made  is  much  greater  than 
before,   100,000  being  now  manufac- 
tured annually.  Upwards  of  50  watch- 
makers' and  70  jewellers'  workshops 
are  kept  in  constant  employment  in 
the  town  ;  and  it  has  been  calculated 
that  in  good  years,  75,000  ounces  of 
gold,  5000  marks  of  silver,  and  pre- 
cions  stones  to  the  value  of  a  million 
of  francs,  are  used  in  them.    A  com- 
mittee of  master  workmen  with  a  syn- 
dic at  their  head,  called  oommwstbn  de 
surv€iilance,  are  appointed  by  the  go- 
vernment to  inspect  every  workshop 
and  the  articles  made  in  it,  to  guard 
against  fraud  in  the  substitution  of 
metals  not  of  legal  alloy^  and  thus  to 
prevent  any  deterioration  in  a  branch 
of  industry  productive  of  so  great  an 
advantage  to  Geneva.     Among  the 
best  establishments  for  jewellery  and 
watches  is  that  of  Kossel  et  Fils,  Rue 
da  Rhone;  Hesse  and  Metford,  Grand 
Qoai,  14;  liodet  A  good  watch  costs 
from  300  to  500  francs. 

At  the  French  custom-house,  musi- 
cal snuff-boxes,  of  Genevese  manu- 
facture, and  watches  pay  a  duty  of 
onl  V  5  fr.  each.  Smuggling,  once  car- 
ried on  to  an  enormous  extent  between 
the  Svriss  and  French  frontiers,  has 
greatl;^  diminiished,  owing  to  the  mo- 
difications of  the  French  tariff. 

Theatrical  performances,  for  cen- 
turies interdicted  in  Geneva  by  one 
of  the  austere  laws  of  Calvin,  are  now 
tolerated,  and  a  Salle  de  Spectacle  has 
been  built  close  to  the  Forte  Neuve. 
Voltaire  g^atlj  shocked  the  preju- 
dices of  the  citizens  by  acting  plays, 
as  it  were  under  their  very  nose,  at 
Les  Delices  and  Femey.  Rousseau 
writes  to  him,  *' Je  ne  vous  aime  pas  ; 
vous  arez  corrompu  ma  republique  en 
lui  donnant  des  spectacles."  A  Con- 
9ervatoire  de  Musique  has  also  been 
erected. 
A  very  well  executed  model  of  Mont 
[Switz.l 


Blanc,  the  work  of  an  artist  named 
Sene,  who  employed  10  years  upon  it, 
is  placed  in  a  ouilding  erected  for  the 
purpose,  in  the  Jarmn  Anglais.  It 
is  interesting  to  study  either  before  or 
after  a  visit  to  Chamouni. 

On  the  grrand  Quai,  close  to  the 
port  where  the  steamers  land,  a  Xtm- 
nimetre  (lake  measure)  has  been  erect- 
ed to  mark  the  rise  and  fall  of  the 
waters  of  the  lake,  which  amounts  to 
50  inches  or  more,  and  makes  a  very 

Seat  difference  in  the  appearance  of 
e  town. 

At  the  Boucheries  the  town  main- 
tains, at  thepublio  expense,  a  brace 
of  Eagles.  Tnese  birds  are  the  armo- 
rial tarings  of  Geneva,  as  the  bear 
is  of  Berne. 

The  Post  Office  is  a  handsome  edifice 
on  the  Place  Bel  Air,  Rue  de  la  Corra- 
terie.  The  Electric  TelegrapJi  Office  is 
on  the  First  Floor. 

There  is  a  most  respectable  Genevese 
Club,  called  the  Cercle  de  la  Rive. 

A  British  Conml  was  appointed  for 
Geneva,  1846.  Hr.  Macxenzie,  19, 
Rue  du  Rhone,  the  gentleman  who 
fills  the  office,  is  most  obliging  and 
anxious  to  be  useful. 

An  American  (U.S.)  Consul  resides 
here. 

Railvoaye :  to  Paris  by  Macon  in 
15  hrs.;  to  Lyons  or  Paris  by  Fort 
TEcluse  (Pans  time  kept);  to  Lau- 
sanne, Berne,  Sion,  on  the  Simplon 
Route ;  to  Neuch&te],by  Moines  (Berne 
time);  to  Aix  les  Bains,  Chamb^ry, 
Mont  Cenis. 

Steamboats  twice  a  day  along  the  N. 
shore  of  the  lake  to  Lausanne  and 
Yilleneuve  in  5  hours.  Twice  along 
the  S.  shore  in  connexion  with  the 
Sion  Rly.  at  Bouveret. 

To  Chamouni. — Diligences  daily  at 
7, 7|,  and  8,  from  Grand  Quai,  making 
the  journey  in  9  or  10  hours. 

Voitvriers  charge  for  a  carriage  with 
one  horse  1 5  fr.,  with  two  horses  30  fr. 
per  diem  (Kolliker,  Aux  Paquis,  lets 
carriages). 

Post-horses— 120,  Rue  du  Cendrier. 
^  a  post  extra  is  charged  on  quitting 
Geneva. 

The  Exiglish  traveller,  especially  if 
he  be  leaving  Switzerland,  wdl  do  well 
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to  provide  himself  here  with  those  little 
English  comforts  which  he  will  not 
find  beyond  the  next  custom-house. 
At  the  shop  of  Archinard  and  Bordier^ 
in  the  Bue  Basse,  all  kinds  of  English 
cutlery  and  household  goods  may  be 
had  genuine.  Mrs.  Lang,  8,  Rue  Mt 
Blanc,  for  ** articles  Anglais'*  and 
needlework.  The  Demoiselles  Lacour, 
in  the  Grande  Bue,  are  celebrated  for 
gloves  and  ladies'  shoes;  Clero  Bon- 
net, Qua!  des  Bergues,  has  the  best 
supply  of  cigars,  tobacco,  and  snuff. 
Brachard,  Grande  Bue,  and  Wesel, 
opposite,  are  good  stationers.  Briquet 
has  published  good  maps.  Bastard, 
Bue  des  Allemands,  a  good  chemist. 

Monroe,  bookseller,  32,  Grand  Quai, 
has  a  reading'TOomf  and  keeps  a  store 
of  maps,  guides,  English  books,  &c.; 
and  a  visitors'  and  strangers'  book. 
Good  tea  and  Palmer's  biscuits  may  be 
had  of  Monroe. 

Dr.  Coindet  is  an  eminent  and 
friendly  physician.  Dr.  Lombard  also 
is  well  informed,  kind,  and  expe- 
rienced: both  studied  at  Edinburgh. 

There  is  also  a  resident  English 
physician.  Dr.  Metcalf,  8,  Quai  du 
Mont  Blanc  G.  Baker  keeps  an  Eng- 
lish pharmacy.  The  extremity  of  tne 
Quai  du  Mont  Blanc,  or  the  Isle  Jean 
Jacques  Bousseau,  formerly  the  Isle 
des  Berguesj  is  a  good  point  of  view 
to  see  the  lake  and  Mont  Blanc. 

In  the  Cemetery  of  Plain  Palais,  a 
little  way  beyond  the  Forte  Neuve, 
Sir  Humphry  Davy,  who  died  here  in 
1829,  ana  near  to  him  Deoandolle  the 
botanist,  Dumont,  and  Pictet,  are 
buried.  The  site  of  Calvin's  grave  is 
unknown. 

In  the  bed  of  the  lake  lie  many  gra- 
nitic boulders,  transported  from  the 
high  Alps.  Two  of  these,  a  short  dis- 
tance beyond  the  port  of  Geneva,  and 
a  little  to  the  S.£.  of  the  town,  are 
so  large  as  to  prmect  above  the  water. 
They  are  called  Pierres  de  Niton,  from 
a  tradition  that  sacrifices  were  offered 
upon  them  to  the  god  Neptune  by  the 
Komans.  Indeed,  instruments  of  sacri- 
fice have  been  found  near  them. 

History,  Geneva  is  of  Boman  orig^. 
tn  the  middle  ages  up  to  1530  Geneva 


was  governed  by  its  bishop,  with 
whom  the  citizens  had  many  struggles. 
In  1401,  the  Counts  of  Savoy  became 
powerful  enough  always  to  obtain  the 
bishopric  for  one  of  their  own  family. 
One  portion  of  the  citizens,  leagued 
together  under  the  name  of  Eidgenos- 
sen  (from  which  **  Huguenot "  is  pro- 
bably derived),  after  many  struggles 
with  the  Counts  or  Dukes,  in  1518 
concluded  an  alliance  with  Freybmig 
and  soon  afterwards  with  Berne,  and 
in  1530  compelled  the  Duke  of  Savoy 
to  sign  a  treaty  by  which  they  re- 
gain^ their  independence.  The  strug- 
gles between  the  different  classes  of 
citizens  in  the  following  250  years 
are  exceedingly  curious.  After  a  sort 
of  reign  of  terror  Geneva  was  annexed 
to  France  in  1798.  In  1814  it  became 
a  member  of  the  Swiss  confederation, 
and  the  aristocratic  government  was 
re-estabUshed,  but  after  many  changes 
a  democratic  government  was  esta- 
blished in  1846.  every  citizen  having  a 
a  vote.  In  1846  the  tovm  had  a 
balance  in  hand  of  300,000  fr. ;  it  now 
owes  23,000,000  fr.,  besides  an  un- 
known floating  debt,  an  annual  deficit 
of  800,000  fr.,  and  a  municipal  debt  of 
6,000,000  fr.  On  the  other  hand,  it 
should  be  said  that  many  public  im- 
provements have  been  carried  out 
under  the  new  government. 

Geneva  may  l>e  said  to  possess  an 
historical  interest  for  intelligent  tra- 
vellers, far  greater  than  that  to  be 
derived  from  the  individual  objects  of 
curiosity  contained  within  its  walls. 
The  innuenoe  which  she  has  exer- 
cised, not  only  over  Europe  but  over 
the  world,  by  means  of  her  children, 
or  those  whom  she  has  adopted  as 
her  citizens,  is  quite  out  of  proportion 
to  the  limited  extent  of  a  territory 
which  one  may  traverse  from  eiA 
to  end  in  a  morning's  ride.  Vol- 
taire ridiculed  its  diminntiTeness  by 
saying,  '*Quand  je  secoue  ma  per- 
ruaue  je  poudre  toute  la  r^ubliqne  ;** 
ana  the  Emperor  Paul  called  the  dis- 
putes of  its  citizens  a  tempest  in  a 
tumbler  of  water :  yet  from  Greneva 
emanated  thosA  religions  doctrines 
from  which  Scotland,  Holland,  and  a 
large  part  of  France,  Germany,  and 
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Switzerland,  deriye  their  form  of 
faith,  and  which  were  transported  by 
the  Filgrim  Fathers  to  the  opposite 
shores  of  the  Atlantic.  Here  also 
were  sown  those  political  opinions 
which  bore  fmit  in  the  English  revo- 
ktion  under  Charles  L,  in  the  Ame- 
rican and  the  French  revolutions. 

It  wa8  in  the  year  1536  that 
John  Cixhin,  the  reformer,  passed 
through  the  town  a  fdgitiye,  on  his 
way  £om  Italy  to  Basle.  Two  years 
had  not  elapsed  since  tiie  Genevese 
had  abolished  Boman  Catholicism, 
expelled  their  bishop,  and  adopted 
the  Beformation.  Farel,  who  was 
the  means  of  introducing  it,  was  then 
preaching  at  Geneva,  and,  aware  of 
Cahrin's  talents   and   powerftd   elo- 

Suence,  entreated  him  to  remain, 
lalvin  obeyed  the  call,  and,  in  a 
short  space,  the  itinerant  preacher 
and  foreigner  was  raised  to  be  the 
dictator  of  the  republic,  ruling  its 
turbulent  democracy  with  a  sway  not 
more  nuld  than  that  of  the  dukes  of 
SaTOv  and  bishops  of  Genera,  under 
which  the  citizens  had  groaned  for 
ages,  and  from  which  the  Beforma- 
tion had  at  leneth  released  them. 
From  the  pulpit  of  St  Peter^s  Church, 
which  became  at  once  the  tribune 
and  judgment-seat  of  the  reformer, 
he  denounced  the  preyailing  immo- 
rality of  the  town  with  such  elo- 
quence and  force  that  profligacy  was 
obliged  to  hide  its  head.  His  hearers, 
nmnine  into  an  opposite  extreme, 
adoptea  a  rigorous  and  puritanical 
austerity  of  manners,  aud  every  trans- 
gression of  Calvin's  code  of  morals 
was  visited  with  punishment  of  the 
ntmost  severity. 

But  Calvin's  influence  was  not  con- 
fined to  the  pulpit;  he  was  elected 
president  of  the  Consistory,  of  which 
one  third  of  the  permanent  members 
were  ministers,  and  the  remainder 
laymen  holding  office  for  a  year  only. 
This  coimcil  assumed  an  authority 
far  more  despotic  than  that  of  the 
bishops:  it  exercised  the  power  of  an 
inquisition,  to  examine  mto  men's 
ytivate  Hves,  and  into  the  affidrs  of 
fiunilies  of  whatever  rank. 

The  sumptuary  laws   enacted  by  | 


Calvin  were  severe,  but  were  rijddly 
enforced  by  the  Consistory.  They 
contained  such  enactments  as  the  fol- 
lowinff :  a  dinner  for  ten  persons  was 
limitcwi  to  five  dishes;  plush  breeches 
were  laid  under  intercuct;  violations 
of  the  sabbath  were  followed  by  a 
public  admonition  from  the  pulpit; 
adultery  vnis  punished  vrith  death; 
and  the  gamester  was  exposed  in  the 
pillorT,  with  a  pack  of  cards  tied 
round  his  il^eck. 

Calvin  was  equally  rigorous  in  the 
maintenance  of  orthodoxy.  Servetus, 
condemned  by  him  for  holding  anti- 
trinitarian  doctrines,  which,  however, 
he  did  not  attempt  to  disseminate  in 
Geneva,  was  burnt  at  the  stake  in 
the  Champ  de  Bourreau,  the  ancient 
place  of  execution  outside  the  walls. 
The  hole  in  which  it  was  planted  is 
now  filled  iip,  and  the  destmation  of 
the  spot  is  changed. 

Geneva,  thus  become  the  metro- 
polis of  Calvinism,  and  "the  Bome 
of  Protestantism,**  was  resorted  to  by 
many  foreigners,  who  sought  refuTO 
here  from  religious  persecutions  in 
their  own  country.  Among  a  num- 
ber of  English  and  Scotch  exiled  by 
the  cruelties  of  the  reign  of  Queen 
Mary,  was  John  Knox.  He  was  made 
a  citizen  of  Geneva  in  1558,  uid  did 
not  finally  quit  it  till  1560.  Calvin 
died  in  1564,  at  the  age  of  55,  f^fcer 
23  years  of  uninterrupted  power:  he 
was  buried  in  the  cemetery  of  the 
Plain  Palais^  but  he  forbade  the  Ge- 
nevese to  mark  the  spot  where  his 
remains  were  laid  wiUi  a  monument. 

The  Duke  of  Savoy,  for  many 
years  after  his  authority  within  the 
town  had  been  destroyed,,  was  en- 
gaged in  repeated  open  contests  with 
the  citizens  ;  nor  did  he  omit  to 
maintain,  within  the  walls,  spies  and 
secret  partisans,  in  the  hopes  of  gain- 
ing possession  of  it  by  surprise.  The 
street  called  Corraierie,  at  the  period 
in  question,  a«d.  1602,  the  town  ditch, 
was  the  scene  of  the  most  memo- 
rable of  these  attempts,  known  in 
Swiss  history  as  the  Escalade.  The 
inhabitants,  lulled  to  security  by  a 
display  of  pacific  intentions  on  the 
part  of  the  reigning  Duke  Charles 
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Emaauel,  had  neglected  all  precau- 
tions to  guard  against  an  attack,  even 
though  warnings  had  been  given 
them  of  approaching  danger.  On  the 
night  of  Dec  20th  the  townsfolk  were 
aroused  from  sleep  by  the  firing  of 
musketry,  and  by  an  alarm  that  the 
enemy  was  alreaay  in  possession.  It 
appeared  that  a  sentinel,  in  going  his 
rounds  with  a  lantern,  haid  fallen 
among  a  party  of  armed  men,  who 
had  quickly  despatched  him,  but  not 
before  his  cries  and  the  report  of  his 
matchlock  had  aroused  the  rest  of 
the  guard.  It  was  quickly  disco- 
vered that  a  party  of  Savoyards,  200 
strong,  detacned  from  a  still  larger 
force  of  2000  men,  who  had  ap- 
proached the  city  in  the  darkness,  and 
were  posted  on  the  Plain  Palais,  a 
little  oistance  beyond  the  walls,  had 
descended  into  the  fosse  of  Corraterie, 
and  bv  the  aid  of  scaling-ladders, 
painted  black,  in  order  that  they 
might  not  be  seen,  had  surmounted 
the  ramparts,  were  proceeding  in 
small  parties  to  burst  open  the  rorte 
Neuve,  and  thus  admit  their  asso- 
ciates on  the  outside.  The  Savoyards 
had  already  despatched  a  messenger 
announcing  to  their  commander  the 
capture  of  the  town ;  but  the  citizens, 
though  completely  taken  by  surprise, 
were  by  no  means  seized  with  the 
panic  which  such  an  occurrence  was 
likely  to  produce.  Every  man,  armed 
80  he  might  be,  issued  out  into  the 
streets ;  tne  small  body  of  Savoyards 
who  had  gained  the  ramparts  were 
quickly  overpowered;  the  first  guu 
fired  from  the  walls,  by  a'  chance 
shot,  swept  away  three  of  the  scaling- 
ladders  ;  and  the  enemy  on  the  out- 
side, on  approaching  the  Porte  >]euve, 
found  that,  instead  of  being  blown 
up,  it  was  strongly  guarded,  with  the 
portcullis  down.  Many  anecdotes 
are  told  of  the  prowess  of  the  towns- 
people on  that  night ;  and  an  iron 
saucepan,  with  which  an  old  woman 
knocked  down  a  soldier,  is  still  pre- 
served in  the  arsenal,  along  with  a 
piece  of  the  scaling-ladders.  The 
stormine  party,  thus  unexpectedly 
attacked,  and  at  the  same  time  cut 
off  from  their  friends,  were  quickly 


killed  or  made  prisoners.  Those  who 
fell  alive  into  the  hands  of  the  Gene- 
vese  were  hung  next  day  as  house- 
breakers :  67  heads  were  planted 
along  the  ramparts,  but  many  more 
than  these  fell  in  the  ditch  and  out- 
side the  town.  The  venerable  Theodore 
Beza,  at  that  time  80  years  old,  gave 
out  from  the  pulpit  next  day  the 
124th  Psalm,  which  has  been  sung 
ever  since  on  the  anniversary  of  the 
Escalade. 

Jean  Jacques  Rousseau,  son  of  a 
watchmaker  of  Geneva,  first  saw  the 
light  in  a  house.  No.  40,  Grande 
Rue.  The  accident  of  his  being 
shut  out  of  the  town  one  even- 
ing, on  his  return  from  a  walk,  in- 
duced him  to  fly  from  his  native 
town,  as  he  feared  to  fiice  his  master 
next  morning.  His  book,  the  Emile^ 
was  burnt,  in  conformity  with  an 
order  of.  the  Council  of  Geneva,  by 
the  common  hangman,  in  front  of 
the  Hotel  de  Vme,  in  1762.  The 
instigators  of  this  act  were  Voltaire 
and  the  Council  of  the  Sorbonne, 
who,  by  a  singular  coincidence,  in 
this  instance  acted  in  unison.  The 
Council  at  the  same  time  issued  a 
warrant  for  the  arrest  of  the  author. 


Ewomms  of  Gmeta, 

Omnibuses  run  to  Carouse,  St.  Julien, 
Lancy,  Troinex,  and  Semey,  every 
hour,  and  to  Vandeuvre  and  Sacoonex 
5  times  a  day.  There  is  an  American 
tramway  also  to  Carouge. 

It  has  been  already  observed  that 
Geneva  is  chiefly  distinguished  for  its 
beautiful  situation  on  the  margin  of  an 


enchanting  lake,  whose  gently-slopui_ 
banks  are  scattered  over  with  villas^ 
surrounded  by  nurdens,  and  looking 
more  like  English  country-houses 
than  any  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of 
the  Continent. 

The  rides,  walks,  and  views  in  the 
vicinity  are  delightful,  and  almost 
endless;  but  the  great  charm  of  every 
prospect  is  the  SfotU  Blanc,  and  the 
range  of  Alps  of  Savoy,  when  th^ 
deign  to  show  themselyes,  which  they 
do  not,  in  perfect  distinctness,  man? 
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than  60  times  a  year  on  an  ayerage.  \ 
There  cannot  be  a  more  lovely  signt 
than  that  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  the  sur- 
rounding  Aieuilles,  tinged  with  the 
pink  hne  which  the  departing  sun 
sheds  upon  them  in  certain  states  of 
the  atmosphere.  One  of  the  finest 
Tiews  of  Mont  Blanc  is  to  be  had 
from  the  garden  of  Baron  Ad. 
Rothschild's  vilU  of  Pregny^  shown 
by  tickets,  Sunday  and  Thursday, 
12  tiU  3. 

a.  The  jftnction  of  fhe  Arve  leith  the 
Rhone  is  well  worth  yisiting,  and  is  best 
seen  either  from  the  tongue  of  land 
between  the  two  rivers,  which  is 
reached  on  foot  over  the  wire  bridge 
to  the  rt.  of  the  Forte  Neuve,  along 
the  L  bank  of  the  Rhone  by  the  gas- 
works, or  from  the  grounds  of  a 
country-house  called  Ch&tellaine,  or 
Campi^e  Matthieu,  on  the  rt  bank 
of  the  Rhone,  about  1  j  m.  beyond  the 
Porte  de  Cornavin.  On  the  way  to  it, 
lies  Delices,  a  country-house  of  Vol- 
taire, is  passed. 

The  Arve,  a  wide  torrent  fed  by 
the  snows  and  glaciers  of  Mont  Blanc, 
looks  like  a  river  of  mud.  The  pellucid 
blue  waters  of  the  Rhone,  dnven  on 
one  side  by  the  furious  entrance  of  its 
new  ally,  for  a  long  time  refuse  to  mix 
with  it,  and  the  line  of  separation  be- 
tween the  blue  and  white  water  is 
distinctly  marked.  At  length  the  Arve 
g^ins  the  mastery;  and  the  Rhone, 
once  polluted,  does  not  recover  its  per- 
fect purity  before  reaching  the  sea. 

h.  On  the  S.E.  side  of  Geneva  rises 
the  Mont  Salcce^tilong  line  of  limestone 
precipices,  seemin?  to  impend  over  the 
town,  though  it  is,  in  reality,  5  m. 
off,  and  wi&in  the  Prench  territory. 
Those  who  are  acquainted  with  Edin- 
burgh may  be  reminded  of  Salisbury 
Crags  in  looking  at  it   The  S.  side  of 
this  mountain  is  a  gentle  slope,  covered 
with  verdant  pasture  and  sprinkled 
with  houses.  The  whole  of  this  vast  in* 
cllned  plane,  facing  the  Alps,  is  strewn 
over  virith  fragments  of  rock,  identical 
with  that  of  which  Mont  Blanc  is  com- 
posed (p.  Ix.).    The  largest  of  these 
masses  is  7  ft  long. 


The  summit  of  the  Sal^ve  (4560  ft), 
more  than  3100  ft  above  the  lake,  is 
frequently  scaled  by  the  inhabitants  of 
Geneva,  who  make  picnic  parties  to 
enjoy  the  view  from  its  summit.  The 
shortest  road  to  it  is  by  Carouge  and 
Yeyrier  (taking  the  junction  of  the 
Arve  on  the  way :  there  is  a  shorter 
road  back,  3  m.) ;  whence  a  very 
steep  path,  practicable  only  on  foot, 
partly  formed  by  steps  cut  in  the 
rock,  and  called  Pas  de  rEcMIe,  leads 
up  through  a  remarkable  gap  in  the 
mountain  to  the  village  of  Monetier 
(pronounced  Monte)  2Xm.  Those  who 
cannot  walk  may  reach  Monetier  by  a 
carriage-road,  which  makes  a  detour 
of  8  m.  from  Geneva,  through  the 
beautiful  village  of  Momex,  at  the 
back  of  the  mountain.  The  pleasantest 
way  is  to  be  driven  to  Monetier,  thence 
to  ascend  the  Petit  or  the  Grand  SaU  ve 
on  foot,  and  to  descend  the  Pas  de 
TEchelle  on  foot  to  Yeyrier,  whither 
the  carriage  may  be  sent  round  to  wait 
for  the  party. 

At  Monetier  is  a  comfortable  stop- 
ping-place, the  H6tel  and  Pension 
Reconnaissance,  commanding  beauti- 
ful views,  kept  by  civil  people,  and 
prices  reasonable.  Prom  thence  to 
the  top  is  about  an  hour.  Near 
the  top  are  the  Chalets  des  Treize 
Arbres  (3850  ft.),  so  called  from 
the  presence  of  a  few  trees.  The 
view  extends  S.  up  the  valley  of 
the  Arve  over  the  Mole  to  Mont 
Blanc ;  E.  over  a  vast  expanse  of  the 
lake ;  N.  to  the  town  of  Geneva,  the 
Rhone,  and  the  Jura  behind;  W.  the 
eye  follows  the  valley  of  the  Rhone 
as  far  as  the  gap  in  the  Jura  mountain, 
through  whicn  the  river  forces  its  way 
into  France.  The  stony  path  has  been 
superseded  by  a  good  carriage-road, 
made  at  the  expense  of  a  Genevese, 
Mr.  Narille,  whose  residence.  Grange 
Gaby,  crowns  the  top  of  the  moun- 
tain. Danger  formerly  arose  from 
attempting  to  descena  through  a 
prombing  cleft  or  gorge,  where  a 
very  steep  slope  ends  in  an  abrupt 
precipice.  Por  any  one  accustomed 
to  mountains  there  is  no  danger  what- 
ever; but  in  1853  one  English  gentle- 
man was  killed,  and  his  companion 
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broke  his  thigh,  in  wandering  abont 
on  the  mountain,  after  losing  their 
way.  This  cleft,  called  the  Grande 
Gorge,  is  freouented  by  botanists, 
who  there  find  several  rare  plants. 
The  ascent  was  formerly  difficut,  but 
a  sort  of  path  has  now  been  made. 

c.  On  the  S.  shore  of  the  lake,  about 
2  ni«  from  Geneva,  and  a  litde  to  the 
L  of  the  high  road  to  Thonon,  is  the 
Campa^  Diodati,  Lord  Byron's  resi- 
dence in  1816,  where  he  wrote  'Man* 
fired,'  and  the  third  canto  of  *  Childe 
Harold.'  Deodati,  professor  of  theo- 
lo^,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  a 
fnend  and  correspondent  of  Milton, 
who  visited  him  here. 

On  the  oppsite  side,  on  the  hill  of 
Fregny,  is  the  very  conmwn^ng  seat 
of  Baron  Bothschild,  built  with  more 
magnificence  than  taste;  fine  Views 
from  the  grounds:  it  is  visited  by 
aoplication  at  the  banker  Femer's, 
Fuoe  du  Molard,  Geneva. 

d,  Femeif,  the  residence  of  Vol- 
taire, is  situated  within  the  French 
territory,  abont  5  m.  N.  of  Geneva. 
On  the  way  thither,  near  Grand  Sa- 
oonnex,  an  eminence  presents  one  of 
the  best  points  of  view  of  Mont 
Blanc. 

Voltaire  resided  for  nearly  20  years 
at  FemejT.  firom  1759  to  1777.  He 
may  be  said  to  be  the  founder  of  the 
vilbee,  which,  before  his  time,  con- 
sisted of  but  6  or  8  hovels.  He  col- 
lected industrious  colonists,  introduced 
useful  manufiustnres  among  them,  and 
improved  his  estate,  of  about  900  acres, 
by  draining,  &C.,  iMsides  building  the 
(Mteau,  wmch  still  exists,  but  has 
been  so  much  altered  that  few  traces 
of  the  philosopher  now  remain.  On 
the  L  hand,  as  you  enter  die  gates, 
he  buiU  the  CWcA,  orisinaUy  in- 
scribed with  the  words  **beo  erexit 
Voltaire."  The  I^£a^,  in  which 
his  own  tragedies  were  acted  by  ama- 
teurs, has  iMen  puUed  down. 

The  situation  of  Femey  is  charm- 
ing, in  fiillviewof  the  Alps  and  of  Mont 
Blanc;  but  the  windows  of  the  house, 
exoepti]^  those  of  the  Library,  were 
turned  directly  away  firom  the  land- 


scape. In  the  garden  is  a  long  ber- 
ceau  walk,  closely  arched  over  with 
clipped  horn-beam — a  verdant  cloister, 
with  gaps  cut  in  it  here  and  tliere,  ad- 
mitting a  glimpse  of  the  prospecL 
Here  Voltaire  used  to  walk  up  and 
down,  and  dictate  to  his  secretary. 

e,  Perte  du  Bh6ne, — ^The  excursion 
to  the  Ferte  dn  Bh6ne  at  Bellegarde, 
on  the  French  frontier,  may  be  recom- 
mended. The  distance  is  about  16  m., 
and  it  may  be  reached  in  1  hr.  by  the 
rly.  The  carriage-road  firom  Col- 
'  nges   to    Bellegarde  is  very  fine. 

on  enter 

*'  where  the  iwUt  Rhone  cleaves  hie  wmy 


t 


Heights  whioh  appear  as  lovers  who  have 
parted." 

This  part  of  the  Bhone  valley  was 
blocked  up  by  Csesar,  to  jprevent  the 
emigration  of  the  Hdvetic  nation,  as 
described  in  his  Commentaries.  This 
he  effSacted  by  throwing  up  works, 
ramparts,  ditches,  and  forts  at  suitable 
spots  on  the  L  bank  of  the  river,  hav- 
ing previously  destroyed  the  bridge 
at  Ghuieva.  He  does  not  appear  to 
have  made  a  continuous  wall — the 
banks  of  the  river  were  so  precipitous 
as  to  render  this  unnecessary;  only 
at  points  where  a  landing  or  passage 
was  practicable,  there  he  cut  ditches 
and  threw  up  earthworks. 

The  lofty  Vuache  on  the  side  of 
Savoy,  ana  the  huee  mass  of  the 
highest  part  of  the  Jura  chain,  slope 
precipitously  down  to  the  torrent  of 
the  Hhone.  The  road  hangs  midway 
in  this  prodigious  passage;  and  the 
Fort  de  VEdiiee,  the  fortress  whidi 

S'ves  its  name  to  the  pass,  commands 
is  entrance  of  France.  Lifinite  la- 
bour and  expense  have  been  used  by 
the  French  government  to  strengthen 
this  position  since  its  destruction 
by  the  Austrians,  1814.  Additional 
batteries  have  been  hewn  in  the  rock 
above  the  lower  fortress,  and  these 
communicate  with  the  guard-rooms 
below  by  a  broad  staircase,  of  more 
than  1000  steps,  hewn  inside  the  solid 
mountain.  Leave  may  sometimes  be 
obtained  firom  the  governor  to  view 
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the  fortreM;  but  at  any  rate  the  road 
passes  through  it,  and  enables  the  tra- 
veller to  see  something  of  its  remark- 
able defences. 

From  Collonges  to  Bellegarde 
(ffStel  de  la  Poste)  the  road  sweeps 
along  the  wild  gorge  through  which 
the  Rhone  pours.  At  Bellegarde  it 
crosses  the  narrow  and  rocky  bed  of 
the  Valserine.  The  traveUer  will 
walk  firom  the  inn  to  the  Ferte  du 
Rhone  {jt  of  a  mile);  he  will  find 
plenty  of  squalid  guides  to  show  him 
the  spot  where  the  river,  which  he  has 
accompanied  from  the  clear  cistern  of 
its  waters  through  the  rough  mountain 
pass,  plunges  at  once  beneath  an  ac- 
cumulation of  broken  rocks  which  have 
fallen  from  above  and  covered  its  bed 
from  side  to  side.  When  the  waters 
are  tolerably  low,  as  in  the  spring  or 
winter,  the  whole  river  is  absorbedfor 
a  distance  of  120  yards;  but  the  Sar- 
dinian government,  to  facilitate  the 
float^;e  of  timber,  &c.,  has  blown  up 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  covering 
rocks  and  laid  bare  the  channel. 
The  bed  of  the  Valserine  is  more  pic- 
turesque, and  scarcely  less  curious  tnan 
the  Ferte.  It  is  also  deeply  cut  in  the 
rock,  but  not  so  deep  as  Uie  bed  of  the 
Rhone,  consequently  has  to  make  a 
leap  to  join  it  At  the  junction  are 
some  very  picturesque  mills  {Moulin 
de  3fu8ael%  one  of  which  was  nearly 
annihilated  by  a  falling  rock,  1844. 
It  is  worth  while  to  descend  from  the 
garden  of  the  inn  into  the  worn  chan- 
nel of  this  littlo  river,  which  is  almost 
dry  in  summer  time,  except  where  a 
ronlet  of  its  water  burrows  into  the 
clefts  and  fantastic  bends  of  the  cal- 
careous rock.  The  Malpertuis  (p. 
164)  should  be  seen  if  possible. 

/.  Another  pleasant  excursion  may 
be  made  to  (Tlvouney  where  the  river 
Versoix  takes  its  rise  in  a  pretty  grotto 
at  the  foot  of  the  Jura;  and  people  go 
to  eat  the  small  delicate  trout  which 
are  taken  in  it.  M.  Faul  Vidart's 
great  hydropathic  establishment  is 
here.  The  view  from  the  terrace  of 
the  Chateau  dTvoune  is  veiT  fine.  The 
best  road  to  go  is  by  Coppet  and 
Celigny  (where  the  waterfalls  should 


also  be  visited),  and  to  return  by  For- 
ney. The  distance  from  Geneva  to 
DTvoune  is  12  m. 

g,  LesVoirons — a  wooded  chain  of 
mtns.  in  Savoy,  E.  of  Geneva.  An  in- 
ferior Inn  at  the  top.  Omnibus  at  5 
P.M.,  from  Rue  de  Rive,  No.  3,  to  La 
Bergue,  at  tiie  foot  of  the  mountain, 
in  1^  hr.  3  hrs'.  walk  or  ride  to  the 
top. 

h.  The  Reuillet,  a  point  of  Mt  Jura, 
5643  ft,  only  11  ft.  lower  than  the 
Cret  de  la  Neige,  the  highest  point  in 
the  whole  chain.  Drive  to  St.  Genix, 
and  sleep  at  Thoiry .  Next  day  break- 
fast at  the  ch&let  of  Narderau,  and 
walk  along  the  top  of  the  chain,  de- 
scending to  Gex  in  time  for  omnibus 
to  Geneva.  Take  provisions.  The 
views  are  very  fine. 

Chamouni  and  the  shores  of  Lake  Lemon 
may  be  explored  in  4  days  from  Geneva 
— thus,  1st,  by  early  steamer  to  Lau- 
sanne or  Vevay — by  2nd  steamer  on 
to  Yilleneuve — in  the  evening  by  the 
rly.  to  Martigny;  2nd,  by  the  Tete 
Noire  or  Col  de  Balme  to  Chamouni 
(Rte.  138);  3rd,  at  Chamouni;  4th, 
back  to  Geneva. 
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ROUTE  56. 

GENEVA  TO  VILLENEUVE,  BY  LAU8AKNE» 
VEVAY,  AND  CHILLON.  LAKE  OF 
GENEVA.— RAILWAY. 


posts  =  59  EDg.  m. 


Eng.  m. 
Geneva. 

Ooppet 10 

Bolle 12 

Morges      • 9 

Lausaane 8 

Vevay lU 

Villenenve 9 

Blv.  to  Bussigny  and  Lausanne. 
As  mr  as  Coppet  it  belongs  to  the 
Lyons  and  Geneva  Co.  From  Coppet 
it  belongs  to  the  Western  Rly.  of 
Switzerland.  The  continuation  of 
this  line  from  Lausanne  to  Yilleneuve 
and  Sion  was  opened  for  traffic  in 
1862.  But  for  those  who  are  not  in  a 
violent  hurry  a  far  more  pleasant 
route  is  by 

Steamboat — Steamers  leave  Geneva 
and  Yilleneuve,  at  the  two  extre- 
mities of  the  lake,  twice  a  day.  They 
make  the  voyage  from  one  end  to 
the  other  in  about  5  hours.  The 
steamers  do  not  take  carriages.  They 
stop  to  land  and  receive  passengers  at 
Coppet,  Nyon,  Bolle,  Morges,  Ouchy 
(the  port  of  Lausanne),  3  hrs.,  Vevay 
4  hrs.,  and  Yilleneuve  —  all  situated 
on  the  N.  shore  of  the  lake,  and 
described  below.  Another  steamer 
plies  between  Geneva  and  the  towns 
on  the  S.  (Savoy)  side  of  the  lake. 
(Rte.  57.) 

Lake  Lemon,  in  a  Calm, 

**  Clear,  placid  Leman  t  thy  contrasted  lake, 
With  the  wild  world  I  dwelt  in,  it  a  tiling 
Which  wama  me,  with  ita  itillnen,  to  forsake 
Earth's  troubled  waters  for  a  purer  spring. 
This  qnlet  sail  b  as  a  noiseless  wing 
To  waft  xne  ftom  distraction ;  once  I  loved 
Tom  ocean's  roar,  but  thy  soft  mormuring 
Sounds  sweet  as  if  a  Sister's  voice  reproved, 

That  I  with  stem  delights  should  eVr  have 
been  so  moved. 


It  is  the  hush  of  night,  and  all  between 
Thy  maiqgin  and  ^e  mountains,  dosk,  yet 

dear. 
Mellowed  and  mingling,  yet  distinctly  seen, 
Save  darken'd  Jura,  whose   capt    heights 

appear 
Precipitously  steep;  and  drawing  near. 
There  breathes  a  living  fhigrance  Aom  the 

shore. 
Of  flowers  yet  i^h  with  childhood;  on  the 

ear 
Drops  the  light  drip  of  the  suspended  oar. 
Or  chirps  the  grasshopper  onegood-nlght  rarol 

more. 

•  *  •  a  a  • 

At  intervals,  some  bird  ftom^ont  the  brakes 
Starts  into  voice  a  moment,  then  ie  atill. 
There  seema  a  floating  whisper  on  the  hill. 
But  that  ia  fkncv,— for  the  starlight  dews 
All  ailentlv  their  tears  of  love  instil. 
Weeping  Uiemselvea  away." 

Lake  Leman,  m  a  Storm, 

**  Tlie  sky  is  changed  I  — and  anch  a  diange  I 

Oh  night. 
And  storm,  and  darkness,  ye  are  wondrow 

strong. 
Yet  lovely  in  your  strengtli,  as  ia  the  light 
Of  a  dark  eye  in  woman !     Far  along, 
F^m  peak  to  peak,  the  rattling  crags  amonf 
Leaps  the  live  thunder  I    Not  fbom  one  lone 

clond, 
But  every  mountain  now  hath    fonnd  • 

tongue. 
And  Jura  answers,  throuah  her  misty  shrowl, 
Back  to  the  joyous  Alps,  who  call  to  her  aload ! 

Now,  where  tlie  swift  Rhone  cleaves  hbsaj 
between 

Heights  which  appear  as  loven  who  hart 
parted 

In  hate,  whose  mining  depths  so  intervene 

That  they  can  meet  no  more,  though  broken- 
hearted ! 

Though  in  their  souls,  which  thus  each  otlier 
thwarted. 

Love  was  the  very  root  of  the  fond  rage 

Which  blighted  Uiehr  life's  bloom,  and  thca 
departed: 

Itself  expired,  but  leaving  them  an  age 
Of  years  all  winters, — w-ar  wiihln  tliemadvcs  to 
wage. 

Now,  where  the  quick  Rhone  thus  hath  cleft 

his  way,  [staod. 

The  mightiest  of  tlie  storms  hath  ta  ea  bu 
For  here,  not  one,  but  many,  make  tbfir 

play,  [hsfid, 

And  fling  their  thunder>bolts  from  hsnd  to 
Flashing  and  cast  around  2  of  all  the  band. 
The  brightest  through  these  parted  hills  hstlt 

fork'd 
His  lightnings,— as  if  he  did  undeiatand. 
That  in  such  gaps  as  desolation  work'd. 
There  the  hot  diaft  ahould   blast  whatever 

therein  Inrk'd. 

And  thia  is  in  the  night : — Mo«t  glorioss 

night  I 
Thou  wert  not  sent  for  slumber!  let  me  l« 
A  aharer  in  thy  fierce  and  &r  driight,— 


Sicitzerlaiid, 
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A  portion  of  thii  tempest  and  of  thee  I 
How  the  lit  lake  ■hinee, »  phosphoric  ses. 
And  thebij;  twin  eomesdandnir  to  the  earth  I 
And  now  a^nin  *t  is  black,— «na  now,  the  glee 
Of  the  load  hills  shakes  with  its  mountain- 

mlrtli. 
As  if  they  did  rejoice  o'er  a  yoang  earthqiuke's 

biitfa. 

Sky,  momttaiiis,  xiTer,  winds,  lake,  light- 
nings! yel 

IVlth  night,  and  doods,  and  thunder,  and  a 
sool 

To  make  these  felt  and  feelings,  well  may  be 

Things  that  have  made  ma  watehfhl :  the  flir 
roll 

Of  yoar  departing  Toicee  is  the  knoll 

Of  what  in  me  is  sleepless,— if  i  rest. 

But  where  of  ye,  oh  tempests !  is  tlie  goal  ? 

Are  ye  liice  those  within  the  liuman  breast  ? 
Or  do  ye  And,  at  length,  like  eagles,  aome  high 
nest  i^  Bjfnm, 

The  Lake  of  Genera,  called  by  the 
Romaiu  Lacus  Lemanus,  has  nearly 
the  shape  of  a  half-moon,  its  horns 
being  tamed  towards  the  S.  It  is  the 
lars;e8t  lake  in  Switzerland,  being  55 
m.  long,  measured  close  to  its  N.  shore, 
and  about  40  m.  along  its  S.  bank;  it 
is  6  m.  wide  at  the  broadest  part  (be- 
tween RoUe  and  Thonon),  and  its 
greatest  depth  (between  Enan  and 
Oaehy)  is  900  ft.  Its  surface  is  about 
1142  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  but 
the  height  often  varies  in  the  year 
more  than  50  inches,  being  usually 
lowest  in  the  winter,  between  Jan.  and 
April,  and  highest  in  Aug.  and  part  of 
July  and  Sept.,  owing  to  the  supplies 
then  derived  from  the  melting  snows 
and  glaciers.  Besides  these  periodical 
variations,  the  Lake  is  subject  to  other 
more  arbitrary  changes  of  level,  called 
saches^  This  phenomenon  consists  of 
a  sudden  rise  and  foil  of  the  water  in 
particular  parts  of  the  lake,  indepen- 
dently of  the  agency  of  the  wind  or  of 
any  other  apparent  cause.  It  is  most 
conunon  in  the  vicinity  of  Greneva. 
During  these  oscillations  the  waters 
sometimes  rise  5  ft,  though  the  usual 
increase  is  not  more  than  2;  it  never 
lasts  longer  than  25  minutes,  but  it  is 
generally  less.  The  caase  of  these 
seiches  nas  not  been  explained  with 
certainty,  but  they  are  observed  to 
occur  most  commonly  when  the  clouds 
are  heavy  and  low.  The  lake  never 
freezes  over  entirely,  owing  to  its 
great  depth;  but  in  severe  winters 


the  lower  extremity  is  covered  with 
ice.  The  sand  and  mud  brought 
down  by  the  Rhone  and  deposited 
around  its  mouth  have  caused  consi- 
derable encroachments  upon  its  upper 
extremity :  even  within  tne  reooras  of 
history  Porte  Valais  stood  on  its  mar- 
gin, and  its  basin  is  reported  to  have 
originally  extended  upwards  as  far  as 
Bex. 

*'  Mon  lac  est  le  premier,"  are  the 
words  in  which  Voltaire  has  vaunted 
the  beauties  of  the  Lake  of  Geneva; 
and  it  must  be  confessed  that,  though 
it  wants  the  gloomy  sublimity  of  the 
Bay  of  Uri  and  the  sunny  softness  of 
the  Italian  lakes,  with  their  olive  and 
citron  ^ves,  it  has  high  claims  to 
admiration.  It  also  possesses  great 
variety  of  scenery.  Tne  vine-covered 
slopes  of  Yaud  contrast  well  with  the 
abrupt,  rocky  precipices  of  Savoy. 
Near  Geneva  the  hills  subside,  admit- 
ting an  exqxdsite  view  of  Mont  Blanc, 
whose  snowy  summit,  thoneh  60  m. 
distant,  is  often  reflected  in  its  waters. 

**  Lake  Lemaa  woos  me  with  its  crystal  Ikce, 
The  minor  where  the  stars  and  mountains 

view 
The  stillness  of  their  aspect  in  ea«h  trace 
Its  elear  depth  yields  of  their  tu  lieight  and 

hue." 

At  its  E.  or  upper  extremity  it  extends 
to  the  very  base  of  the  high  Alpsi 
which  by  their  close  vicinity  ^ive  its 
scenery  a  character  of  increased  mag- 
nificence. 

The  boats  on  the  lake  are  very  pic 
turesque,  having  lateen  sails  like  the 
craft  of  the  Mediterranean.  It  is 
generally  calm,  but  not  the  dead  calm 
of  the  mountain  lakes  ;  occasionally 
thebize,  a  cold  E.  wind,  is  very  strong, 
and  causes  considerable  motion  in  the 
steamers  from  Geneva  until  they  get 
beyond  Lausanne.  The  S.W.  wind 
is  clescribed  as  still  stronger.  These 
are  the  only  winds  which  materiaUy 
afVect  the  lake. 

Among  the  fish  of  the  lake  troiits 
are  rare;  the  Lotte,  on  which  Rous- 
seau's Julie  makes  her  last  repast,  is 
described  as  **une  espdce  de  barbeaii, 
assez  fade,  pen  cher,  et  commun.** 

Railvay  to  Lausanne,  6  trains  daily 
in  li  to  2i  hrs. 

1  3 
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The  railway  embankment  has  been 
carried  along  the  edge  of  the  lake, 
thus  in  many  places  marring  its  beauty, 
and  interrupting  the  view,  from  the 
sloping  banKs  and  houses  built  on 
them. 

The  first  part  of  the  road  out  of 
Genera  lies  among  yillas  and  pleasure 
grounds  not  unlike  English  country- 
seats.  Few  spots  in  Europe  present  so 
many  admirable  sites  for  a  dwelling 
as  the  shores  of  Lake  Leman  in  fufi 
view  of  Mont  Blanc.  At  S^heron, 
on  the  lake.  Sir  Robert  Fe«l  has  a 
rilla,  and  at  Pr^ny  is  Baron  Adolph 
Bothschild's  superb  ch&teau.  Aftier 
a  nule  or  two  Mont  Blanc  is  hid 
behind  the  interyening  mountains  of 
Voirons,  and  does  not  reappear  until 
near  Nyon. 

The  parish  of  Venoix,  through 
which  the  road  passes,  formerly  to- 
longed  to  France.  The  Duke  de 
Choiseul,  minister  of  Louis  XV.,  irri- 
tated with  some  proceedings  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Qenera,  proposed  to 
raise  a  rival  city  at  Versoix  which 
should  deprive  Genera  of  its  trade. 
A  pier  was  projected  into  the  lake  to 
form  a  port^  a  grand  Place  was  laid 
down»  streets  running  at  right  angles 
were  marked  out;  but  beyond  this  the 
plan  was  never  carried  into  execution. 
Hence  the  verses  of  Voltaire  : — 

*rA.  Vosolx  BOW  ftvons  de«  mm, 
Mais  BOOS  n'sTons  pM  do  maiMns.** 

A  little  beyond  Versoix  (now  an  in- 
considerable village)  we  pass  out  of  the 
canton  of  Geneva  into  that  of  Vaud. 

Cdppet^Inn:  Ange) — a  small  vil- 
lage of  600  Inhab.,  only  remarkable 
for  the  Chdt^aUf  immediately  behind 
it,  but  so  placed  as  to  conunandno 
view  of  the  lake.  It  is  now  the  pro- 
perty o^  Madame  de  Stael  Vemet. 
it  is  a  plain  edifice,  forming  three 
sides  of  a  square,  the  front  towards 
the  lake  being  flanked  with  a  tower 
at  each  emL  It  was  the  residence  of 
Madame  de  Stael  the  author,  as  well 
as  of  her  j|ther,  the  French  minister 
Neeker.  There  are  portnuts  of  her 
by  Davids  of  ber  parents  M.  and  Ma- 
ttame  Necker,  and  a  marble  bust  of 
M.  Bocca»  Madame  de  StaSFs  second 


husband.  One  room  is  pointed  out  as 
the  study  in  which  the  authoress  of 
Corinne  composed  many  of  her  works. 
Her  inkstand  and  desk  are  still  pre- 
served. The  grounds  are  traversed 
by  shady  walks;  and  a  dump  of  trees 
surrounded  by  a  wall,  in  a  field  a  little 
to  the  W.  of  the  house,  shrouds  frvMn 
view  a  sort  of  chapel  in  which  Necker 
and  his  daughter  are  buried. 

Nyon  {Inn:  Couronne),  a  town  of 
2682  Inhab.,  stands  on  a  height  ;  but 
its  suburbs,  through  which  the  hi^ 
road  runs,  extend  down  to  the  lake. 
It  was  the  Boman  Novidunum.  From 
the  Terrasse  des  Marroniers  near 
the  fine  old  chateau  once  the  seat  of 
the  Bailli  de  Nyon,  there  is  a  very 
fine  view. 

[An  excellent  carriage-road  aaoends 
the  Jura  from  this  in  xigxaffa  to  St. 
Cergues,frt>m  which  the  Doleythe  high- 
est summit  of  this  part  of  the  chain  of 
the  Jura,  can  be  most  eadly  asc^ended. 
Mules  and  guides  can  be  procured  at 
the  small  Inn  of  St.  Cergnes,  which 
affords  tolerable  accommodation  for 
a  night.  The  ascent  requires  about 
3  hours;  but  it  is  neither  *■"-* — ' 


nor  dangerous.  **  Perhaps  there  is 
no  mountain  in  Switaenand  which 
better  repays  the  traveler  for  his 
fatigue,  ana  no  view  more  wonder^ 
taily  extensive  and  admirably  di- 
versified than  that  which  it  com- 
mands.*^ 

Molle.  (^Inna:  Couronne;  Tdte  Ncnre.) 
The  hillB  around  this  village  ace  co- 
vered with  vineyards,  producixiflr  a  to- 
lerable wine.  One  of  the  best  Vaodois 
wines  is  grown  on  the  slope  between 
Bolle  and  Aubonne,  called  La  Cote. 

On  the  opposite  shore  of  the  lake  is 
discerned  tne  Gulf  of  Thonon,  and 
the  snowy  head  of  Mont  Blaoc  peer* 
ing  over  the  mountains  of  the  Chahlais, 
Fvurther  on  the  rocks  of  Meillerie  and 
the  entrance  of  the  Valais  uipear. 

[A  few  mUes  above  Rctfe  ia  Jm- 
bomte — Inns:  Couronne;  laond'Or)— 
an  ancient  town  of  1667  Inhabu,  with 
an  Eastern-looking  Oastle.  Byron 
says  of  it— "The  entrance  and  bridge 
something  like  that  of  Durham :  it 


Switzerland*     bouts  £5. — ^morgiss.    ought,    lausanne. 
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commands  by  far  the  fairest  view  of 
the  lake  of  Geneva  (and  of  Mont 
Blanc  behind  it)  ;  a  grove  on  the 
height  of  very  noble  trees.  Here  Ta- 
veraier,  the  Eastern  traveller,  bought 
(or  buUt)  the  chateau,  because  the 
site  resembled  and  equalled  that  of 
Erivan,  a  frontier  city  of  Persia. 
Here  he  finished  his  voyages."  The 
Church  contains  the  monument  of  the 
brave  French  Admiral  Duquesne,  the 
conqueror  of  De  Ruyter — the  chas- 
tiser  of  the  Turkish  and  Algerine  cor- 
sairs, whose  services  Louis  XIV.  re- 
posed to  recompense,  and  whose  body 
that  monarch  for  a  long  time  denied 
to  his  son, — exiled  to  Aubonne  by  the 
revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes,  be- 
cause Duquesne  was  a  Protestant,  and 
refused  to  adopt  the  king's  religion. 
Aubonne  is  less  than  3  m.  distant  from 
the  lake.  On  the  hills  sloping  down 
towards  the  lake  called  La  C6te,  be- 
tween Aubonne  and  Nyon,  grows  the 
best  Swiss  wine,  called  le  Mouiart, 

The  Signal  de  Bowjy — above  Au- 
bonne, 2730  ft.  above  the  sea-level— is 
a  celebrated  point  of  view.J 

Mofges  Stat  (^Inn:  La  Couronne.) 
Close  to  the  small  port  of  this  little 
town  of  2800  Inhab.  rises  the  pictur- 
esque Castle  of  Wufflens,  distinguished 
by  its  tall  white  square  donjon  and 
group  of  minor  turrets,  built  of  brick, 
with  deep  machicolations,  probably  in 
the  13th  cent.  It  is  said  to  have  been 
founded  by  Queen  Bertha  in  the  10th 
cent.  The  carriage-road  continues 
near  the  shore  of  we  lake.  The  rly. 
turns  inland  to 

Bussigny  Junct  Stat*  Here  the  rly. 
from  Yverdun  (Bte.  49)  and  Berne 
joins.  Most  of  the  trains  from  Geneva 
to  Yverdun  go  on  to  lAusanne,  and 
then  back  again  to  Bussigny. 

The  distant  view  of  Lausanne, 
seated  on  sloping  hills  and  sur- 
mounted by  its  catnedral  and  castle, 
is  pleasing.  Between  it  and  the  lake, 
at  the  distance  of  f  m.,  stands  the 
village  of 

Ouchj/f  which  may  be  termed  the 
port  of  liausanne.  (Inns:  A  very 
huree  house,  the  H6tel  de  Beaurivage, 
unoer  Uie  management  of  Mr.  Alex. 


Rufenacht,  formerly  landlord  of  the 
H.  des  Bergues  at  Geneva; — Ancre; — 
Hotel  and  Pension  Bachoffner,  TOod ; 
both  houses  kept  by  an  English  land- 
lady. Families  may  live  here  en  pen- 
sion at  the  rate  of  30  or  40  fir.  a  week 
each  person.)  Lord  Byron  wrote  the 
'  Prisoner  of  Chillon  *  in  the  Ancre 
inn,  in  the  short  space  of  two  days, 
during  which  he  was  detained  here 
by  bad  weather,  June,  1816  :  •*<  thus 
adding  one  more  deathless  association 
to  the  already  immortalized  localities 
of  the  lake." 

Lausanne  Stat,,  midway  between 
Ouchy  and  Lausanne.  Omnibuses  run 
in  connexion  with  the  steamers — 
fare  ^  fr.,  or  1  fr.  with  luggage. 

Lausaknb.  (Jims:  Faucon,  very 
good;  Hotel  Gibbon,  finer  position, 
good  and  clean,  but  bustling;  Hotel 
Kichemont,  near  the  rly.  stat.,  a  Pen- 
sion ;  *BeIlevue,  quiet,  reasonable, 
and  finely  situated;  Hdtel  Belvedere, 
"comfortable" — C.  B,:  all  these  are 
first-class  hotels.  2nd  Class  Inns: 
Raisin,  Trois  Suisses.  Hdtel  du  Grand 
Pont,  in  the  town,  commercial.) 

Lausanne,  capital  of  the  canton 
Yaud,  contains  20,515  Inhab.  (670 
Roman  Cath.).  The  Pays  de  Yaud 
(Germ.  Waadtland)  was  originally 
subject  to  the  Bukes  of  Savoy,  but, 
having  been  conquered  by  the  Bernese, 
remained  tributary  to  that  republic  for 
2j  centys.,  until  1798,  when  it  acquired 
its  indep^endence,  which,  however,  it 
retained  in  1814  only  by  the  payment 
of  a  large  sum  of  money,  and  then 
became  a  member  of  the  Swiss  Con- 
federation. The  constitution  was  ren- 
dered more  democratic  by  changes  in 
1830  and  1845  ;  it  is  now  one  of 
the  cantons  the  most  imbued  with  the 
revolutionary  opinions  common  on  the 
Continent.  The  language  spoken  is 
French.  200,000  Inhab. ;  192,000  Prot. 
The  town,  with  its  high  roofs,  castle, 
and  cathedral,  is  itself  picturesque, 
and  is  most  picturesquely  situated 
on  the  lower  slope  of  tne  Afont  Joraty 
which  sinks  gradually  down  to  the 
lake,  intersected  by  several  ravines, 
giving  it  the  form  of  distinct  emin- 
ences.  From  this  cause  the  old  streets 
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ranging  over  broken  ground  are  a 
series  of  ups  and  downs:  many  are 
very  steep.  A  causeway  and  viaduct, 
called  firom  its  builder  Pont  Pichard, 
or  Grand  Pont,  have  been  made  to 
span  the  valley  from  the  front  of 
the  Hotel  Gibbon,  and  a  winding  road, 
carried  on  a  level  along  its  £.  bank, 
renders  the  centre  of  the  town  and 
cathedral  much  more  accessible  than 
formerly. 

The  Castle  and  Cathedral  are  on 
an  eminence  in  the  old  walled  town, 
which  is  still  called  the  Cit6.  Start- 
ing from  H.  Gibbon,  and  keeping  to 
the  rt  fot  a  short  distance,  any  of  the 
streets  up  the  hill  to  the  1.  will  lead 
to 

Tlie  Cathedral  (at  the  foot  of  the 
flight  of  steps  leading  to  it  from  the 
market-place  ask  for  the  keys  of  the 
door,  kept  at  the  sexton's  house.  No.  5), 
one  of  the  finest  and  largest  Gothic 
churches  in  Switzerland,  333  ft  long, 
61  ft.  hi^h,  was  founded  a.d.  1000,  but 
the  existing  building  dates  from  1275. 
The  interior  is  singular  in  its  con- 
struction, and  very  beautiful,  though 
much  altered  by  modem  arrange- 
ments. The  circular  apse,  at  Uie 
eastern  end,  is  singular  and  complete, 
both  as  a  continuation  of  the  nave 
and  of  the  aisles.  The  Triforium 
Gallery  is  carried  continuously  along 
the  nave,  the  transept,  and  the  apse  ; 
above  it  is  a  second  gallery,  equally 
complete,  but  it  is  arranged  in  com- 
partments of  triple  arches,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  it  to  conform  to 
the  openings  of  the  windows. 

Ohs.  the  W.  and  S.  portals,  the  rose 
window  in  the  transejDt,  and  portions 
of  the  fine  carved  stalls  removed  from 
the  choir  after  a  fire  in  1823. 

Among  the  monuments  within  the 
church  are  a  mailed  efiiey  of  Otho  of 
Granson ; — the  tomb  of  Victor  Ame- 
deus  VIIL  (Voltaire's  "Bizarre 
Amedee"),  who  was  Duke  of  Savoy, 
Bishop  of  Geneva,  and  Pope  under 
the  title  of  Felix  V.,  but  resigned 
in  succession  all  these  dignities,  pre- 
ferring to  end  his  days  as  a  monk 
in  the  convent  of  RipaUle,  on  the  op- 
posite shore  of  the  lake:  it  is  much 


mutilated;  of  Bp.  W.  de  Menthonex; 
— of  Harriet  Stratford  Cannine,  by 
Bartolini  ;^-of  the  mother  of  the  Prus- 
sian Minister  von  Stein.  Most  of  these 
monuments  were  foolishly  removed 
from  their  proper  places  in  1828. 

There  is  a  beautiful  view  from  the 
terrace  at  the  W.  end  of  the  Cathedral, 
partially  obstructed  by  the  present 
prison,  formerly  the  Archbishop's 
palace. 

Ascending  again  to  the  N.  of  the 
Cathedral,  we  reach  the  Ghdtecm,  or 
Castle,  a  picturesque,  massive  square 
tower  with  4  turrets  at  the  angles. 
It  was  originally  the  residence  or  the 
Bishops  of  Lausanne,  but  is  now  con- 
vertea  into  public  oflices,  and  entirely 
modernised  internally.  Two  rooms, 
however,  have  been  restored — ^not  in 
the  best  taste — and  are  shown. 

Passing  out  under  the  old  archway 
of  the  Chateau  to  the  N.,  yoa  may 
either  ascend  to  the  Signal,  which  lies 
straight  before  you,  or  tnm  to  the  rt, 
and  walk  along  the  road  at  the  side 
of  the  ravine  of  the  Flon — a  walk 
which  shows  the  picturesque  buildings 
of  Lausanne  to  advantage — and  so 
return  to  the  town.  The  urge  hand- 
some building  on  the  S.  of  the  Cite 
is  the  Hospitu. 

In  t&e  Collme,  founded  1587,  not 
far  from  the  Cathedral,  is  a  Canixmdl 
Museum,  in  which  are  some  objects  of 
interest, — such  ^as  a  collection  of 
minerals  from  Bex  and  a  model  of  the 
salt-mines  there.  It  is  not  deficient  in 
the  other  branches  of  natural  history. 
A  specimen  of  the  silurus  glania,  one 
of  the  largest  fresh-water  fishes,  came 
from  the  lake  of  Morat  Many  anii- 
quities  discovered  within  the  canton, 
at  Aventicum,  and  Celtic  remains 
from  the  Swiss  Lakes  and  the  borders 
of  the  Lake  Leman,  also  some  relics  of 
Napoleon,  his  Waterloo  saddle,  fowl- 
ing-piece, &C.,  are  preserved  here. 

Tnere  is  also  a  Picture  QaOery 
(MusA  Arlaud)  opposite  the  Corn 
Exchange,  containing  modem  and 
ancient  paintings,  works  of  Caiame, 
Diday,  &c. 

The  Blind  Aeyhtm^  founded  by  the 
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late  Mr.  Haldimand,  an  Englbh- 
man  of  Swiss  descend  is  admirably 
managed  by  Mr.  Hirzel. 

T%e  htmse  of  Gibb(m,  in  which  he 
completed  the  History  of  Rome,  was 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  behind 
the  church  of  St.  Francis,  and  on  the 
right  of  the  road  leading  down  to 
Ouchj.  Both  it  and  the  garden  haye 
been  entirely  changed.  The  wall  of 
the  Hotel  Gibbon  occupies  the  site  of 
his  summer-house,  and  the  berceau 
walk  has  been  destroyed  to  make 
room  for  the  garden  of  the  hotel,  but 
the  terrace  oyerlooking  the  lake,  a 
lime  and  a  few  acacias,  remain. 

"It  was  on  the  day,  or  rather  the 
night,  of  the  27th  of  June,  1787,  be- 
tween the  hours  of  11  and  12,  that  I 
wrote  the  last  line  of  the  last  page 
in  a  summer-house  in  my  eariden. 
After  laying  down  my  pen  X  took 
seyeral  turns  in  a  berceau,  or  coyered 
walk  of  acacias,  which  commands  a 
prospect  of  the  country,  the  lake,  and 
the  mountains.  The  air  was  tem- 
perate, the  sky  was  serene,  the  silver 
orb  of  the  moon  was  reflected  from 
the  wayes,  and  all  nature  was  silent*' 
Gibbon's  Life. 

The  Englieh  Church  service  is  per- 
fonned  in  an  EnsUsh  chapel  built 
by  the  late  Mr.  Haldimand  m  his 
grounds  on  the  road  to  Onchy.^ 

The  Poet  and  Telegraph  office  is  in 
the  Place  St  Fram>ois,  near  H.  Gibbon. 
Hignou  and  Co.,  7,  Rue  de  Bourr, 
haye  an  excellent  Reading-room  well 
snppli^  with  English  papers,  and  a 
circulating  library. 

BaUvoaye  to  Yverdun  (Rte.49),  Ge- 
neya,  and  Basle ;  to  Freiburg  and 
Berne  (Rte.  45).  The  Stat  is  b^low 
the  town,  on  the  road  to  Ouchy. 

Steamboats  touch  at  Ouchy,  the 
port  of  Lausanne,  on  their  way  to 
either  extremity  of  the  lake. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Lausanne  is 
famons  for  the  number  and  beauty 
of  the  walks  which  it  presents.  Here, 
and  thronehout  the  wine-growing  dis- 
tricts boraering  the  lake,  strangers 
must  beware  of  the  alleys  and  narrow 


walks  between  walls  or  high  hedges, 
which  abound  in  every  direction.  Ap- 
pearing to  lead  up  a  hill,  or  to  some 
favourable  point  of  view,  they  are  con- 
stantly closed  at  the  end  by  a  gate, 
with  a  notice  against  trespassers.  The 
law  is  severely  enforced  against  any 
one  entering  a  vineyard  without  the 
owner's  permission.  I*artial  and  pleas- 
ing glimpses  of  the  lake  are  obtained 
from  the  terraces  within  the  town,  and 
from  the  fine  boulevard  of  Montbenon, 
just  outside  the  walls,  on  the  old  road 
to  Geneva  ;  but  far  more  extensive 
and  beautiful  prospects  are  presented 
from  the  heights  above  the  town.  The 
best  spot  for  an  extensive  survey  is 
the  elevated  platform  called  the  Signal^ 
accessible  to  carria|^s.  It  lies  nearly 
N.  of  the  town,  directly  behind  the 
Ch&teau.  Near  it  is  the  extensive 
forest  of  Sauvabellin  (Silva  Belinil 
in  which  it  is  said  the  Druios 
once  worshipped  the  god  Bel,  and 
thence  its  name.  There  are  a  great 
number  of  country-seats  in  the  vi- 
cinity ;  that  of  Vemant  is  highly 
praised  ;  its  grounds  have  the  charac- 
ter of  an  En&^lish  park,  with  the  Alps 
and  the  laSce  in  addition. '  Mont 
Blanc  is  not  visible  fh>m  the  Signal, 
but  may  be  seen  from  the  top  of  the 
Jorat,  on  the  road  to  Berne. 

About  2  m.  out  of  Lausanne,  beyond 
■the  Calvaire,  on  the  Berne  road,  is 
the  Cemetery  of  Pierre  de  Plain.  John 
Philip  Kemble^  the  tragedian,  is  bu- 
ried within  it  His  tomb  is  a  plain 
flat  slab,  one  of  9  or  10  in  a  row,  all 
English  eraves.  The  house  where  he 
died  is  ciuled  Beau  Site ;  the  planta- 
tions were  all  laid  out  by  himself. 

A  Celtic  burial-ground  has  been 
discovered  at  Bel  Air,  near  Chesectur, 
6  m.  N.W.  of  Lausanne. 


The  Rly.  to  Vevay  runs  along  the 
slope  of  the  Jorat,  here  covered  with 
vineyards  (Lavaux),  industriously  ter- 
raced high  up  the  hills  extending 
to  Vevay.  Near  Vevay,  the  gorge  of 
the  Rhone  appears  in  sic^ht,  over- 
looked by  the  snowy  peaks  of  the 
Dent  du  Midi 
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At  Pally  an  inferior  sort  of  ooal, 
aboundine  in  sulphur,  is  dug  from  a 
mine  in  the  hiU-side. 

11m.  Vevay  Stat,  (Germ.  Vivis).  Inns: 
Hdtel  Monnet,  or  Trois  Couronnes, 
close  to  the  lake :  one  of  the  best  inns 
in  Switzerland,  comfortable  and  dean  : 
a  very  large  house;  reading 'room; 
charges  not  out  of  proportion  with  the 
comrort;  frequently  full.  Erom  Oct. 
15  to  May  1  yon  may  live  here  mo- 
derately en  pension,  H.  du  Lac  Leman, 
small,  clean,  and  comfortable:  view 
over  lake.  Lodging  1  fr.  50  c. ;  dinner 
3  frs. ;  breakfast  1  to  2  frs. ;  servants 
50  c.  The  Chateau  de  Vevay  is  a 
respectable  boarding-house.  Trob 
Bois.  Above  the  town,  in  the  village 
of  Chardonnes,  is  a  good  and  reason- 
able pension,  H.  Bellevue. 

Vevay^  the  Roman  Vibiscum,  is 
the  second  town  in  canton  Vand, 
and  has  6600  Inhab.  It  is  prin- 
cipally distinguished  for  the  ex- 
ceeding beauty  of  its  situation,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  goree  of  the  Veveyse, 
on  the  margin  of  me  Lake  Leman,  at 
a  point  where  the  scenery  of  its  banks 
is  perhaps  most  beautiful  The  writ^ 
ings  of  Boussean  have  contributed 
not  a  little  to  its  celebrity  in  this 
respect. 

!From  the  little  terrace  at  the  end 
of  the  market-place,  or  frt>m  the  roof 
of  the  Trois  Couronnes,  or,  better 
still,  from  the  villa  called  Hauteville, 
about  2  m.  above  Vevay,  the  eve  sur- 
veys on  the  £.  the  village  of  Clarens, 
Montreux,  CUillon;  beyond  it  Ville- 
neuve  and  the  gorge  of  the  Rhone, 
backed  by  the  gigantic  Alps  of  the 
Valais,  the  Dent  de  Midi,  and  Pain 
de  Sucre,  Mont  Velan  (neighbours  of 
the  Great  St  Bernard);  while  on  the 
opposite  shore  of  the  lake  rise  the 
rocks  of  Meillerie,  surmounted  by 
the  peaks  of  the  Dent  d'Oche,  and  the 
viUaee  of  St  Gingou^,  at  the  foot 
of  we  mountains.  The  walks  in 
the  immediate  neighbourhood  are 
somewhat  dull,  as  the  whole  country 
consists  of  vineyards,  surrounded  by 
stone  walls. 

In  the  O.  0/  St  Martni,  a  litUe 


above  the  town,  situated  amidst  trees 
and  vineyards,  and  used  only  in  sum- 
mer ^date  1438),  Ludlow  the  regicide 
is  buned,  as  well  as  Broughton,  who 
read  the  sentence  of  death  to  Charles  I. 
They  died  here  in  exile,  a  price  hav- 
ing been  set  upon  their  heads;  and 
repeated  applications  were  made  to 
the  canton  of  Berne  to  deliver  them 
up,  which  the  government  very  pro- 
perly refused  to  accede  to.  Ludlov's 
house  still  exists  on  the  road  to  La 
Tour  de  Peilz ;  he  placed  over  his  door- 
way this  inscription — *'  Omne  solum  , 
forti  patria."  The  tablet  is  removed 
to  England,  and  his  house  is  now  the 
Pension  Delessert.  Most  of  the  houses 
have  had  new  fronts  added  towards 
the  lake.  Pleasant  toalks  and  views 
from  the  gardens  of  Mr.  Convreu : 
the  Park  (^Hauteville  H  m.  NJB. 

The  English  CK  service  is  performed 
on  Sundays  in  St  Clair  at  11  and 
3-30. 

Physician,  —  Dr.  Henri  Curch<M}, 
speaks  English. 

C.  Prost,  watch  and  chronometer 
maker  and  bijoutier,  is  in  good  repute 
here. 

Many  Excursions  may  be  made  from 
Vevay  by  land  or  water:  a,  to  the  Cha- 
teau of  Hautevillej  1  j  m.  N.E.,  fine  view 
and  pretty  grounds;  6,  2^  m.  stiU 
higher  the  ancient  Castle  of  Blona*/, 
which  has  belonged  to  the  same  fiunily 
700  years ;  c,  ascent  of  the  Pieyamx 
or  Pleiades,  4213  ft.,  about  6  m. ;  ti,  | 
Clarens  (see  below) ;  0,  Montreux  and 
CkiBon,  ChillonisK  morning  drive.  A 
pleasant  shady  path  or  char-road,  in- 
terrupted at  tunes  by  the  rly.,  on  the  ' 
slope  of  the  hills,  above  the  dustr 
highway,  leads  in  6^  m.  to  Montreux 
and  Chillon.  (The  route  may  be  | 
varied  by  taking  the  upper  roadl^ 

Boats  at  1  fr.  the  hour. 

Omnibus  from  Vevay  to  Chexbivs 
Stat  to  meet  the  trains  from  Berne 
and  Freyburg.    Ascent  in  1}  hr. 

The  railroad  irom  Vevay  to  Frey- 
bunr  by  Bulle  is  described  Kte.  45. 

Tae  trtfMs  of  the  neighbourhood  of 
Vevay,  especially  of  Uie  sunny  dis- 
trict extending  nence  to  Lausanne, 
and  called  Lavausc,  ei\joy  a  consider- 
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tthle  leputation  for  Swiss  wines.  The 
Bomans  are  beliered  to  have  first 
planted  the  vine  on  these  hills;  and 
the  discovery  of  a  stone  inscribed 
**  Idbero  Patri  Golliensi"  proves  that 
they  had  erected  a  temple  to  Father 
Bacchus  at  Colliion,  a  little  village 
now  called  Cully,  on  the  margin  of  the 
lake,  between  Yevar  and  Lausanne. 

A  societT  or  guild  of  h^h  antiquity, 
caUed  rAJtnaye  des  Vignerons,  exists  at 
Vevaj  to  promote  the  cultivation  of 
the  vine;  and  for  this  purpose  it  de- 
spatches every  spring  and  autumn 
**  experts,"  qualified  persons,  to  sur- 
Tey  all  the  vineyards  of  the  district, 
and  upon  their  report  and  testimony 
it  rewards  the  most  skilful  and  indus- 
trious vinedressers  with  medals  and 
praning-hooks  (serpes  dTionneur)  as 
prises. 

In  accordance  with  ancient  custom 
which  is  possibly  a  relic  of  pagan  su- 
perstition, this  society  celebrates  once 
in  15  or  20  years  a  festival  caUed  la 
Fete  des  Vignerons.  As  many  as  600  or 
700  persons  took  part  in  the  last 
festmif  and  a  ballet-master  of  the 
French  opera  was  employed  to  drill 
and  instruct  the  rustics  in  dancing. 
The 'last  anniversaries  were  in  1833, 
1851,  and  1865. 

The  beautiful  path  from  Vevay 
or  Montreux  over  the  Pass  of  Jaman, 
and  the  road  thence  to  Thun,  in 
Kte.42. 

The  attractions  of  the  elimate  and 
scenery  of  the  N.£.  shore  of  Lake 
lieman,  and  the  cheapness  of  living, 
hare  caused  its  hills  and  slopes  to 
be  scattered  over  with  hotels,  pen- 
sions, and  boardinf-honses  almost 
numberless;  many  of  them  pleasant 
residences  for  the  invalid,  wno  may 
here  take  a  course  of  grapes  (cure  de 
raiM)^  or  of  goats  whey  {cwre  de  petit 
iait\  The  grape  cure  begins  in  Sept. 
and  lasts  aTOUt  4  weeks. 

About  a  mile  out  of  Yevay  the  ham- 
let of  La  Tour  de  Peilz,  with  a  castle 
bttilft  at  the  water-side  in  the  13th 
centory^is 


3  J  m.  Clarens  (Jhr.by  rail  or  steamer 
from  Vevay  Stat.),  so  sentimentally 
described  by  Bonsseau  in  the  Nouvelie 


Heloise.  It  commands  certainly  one 
of  the  finest  views  over  the  lake— the 
mountains  of  the  Bhone  valley  and  of 
the  opposite  shore,  but  in  itself  is  a  poor 
villi^;e,  far  less  attractive  than  many 
of  its  neighbours,  and  it  probably 
owes  its  celebrity  to  a  well-sounding 
name,  which  fitted  it  for  the  pages  of 
a  romance.  Rousseau's  admirers  have 
puzzled  themselves  with  endeavouring 
to  identify  the  localities,  though  he 
has  himseu  stated  that  they  are  **gros- 
sidrement  alteres."  The  spot  on  which 
the  beautifid  *'  bosquet  de  Julie"  is 
sought  for  is  now  a  potato-field. 
Byron  says  that  the  trees  were  cut 
down  by  the  monks  of  St  Bernard, 
and  lavishes  some  unworthy  and  un- 
deserved abuse  upon  those  hospitable 
ecclesiastics;  but  ne  has  forgotten  to 
ask  whether  the  bosquet  really  ever 
had  any  existence  except  in  Kous- 
seau's  imagination.  Byron,  indeed, 
viewed  the  spot  with  a  poet's  eye, 
and  the  exquisite  beauty  of  the  sur- 
rounding scenery,  which  has  been 
accurately  described  by  Bousaeau, 
called  up  all  the  poet's  enthusiasm 
and  inspiration. 

**  Clarens  I  sweet  CUrana,  blrtbplace  of  deep 

Love  I 
Tbine  air  ia  the  young  breath  of  paasionate 

thought : 
Thy  trees  take  root  in  Love ;  the  snows  above 
The  very  gladezs  have  his  coloars  caught. 
And  sunset  into  rose-hnes  sees  them  wrought 
Bv  rays  which  sleep  there  lovingly:  the  rocks, 
The  permanent  cngs,  tell  hereof  Love,  who 

sought 
In  them  a  refuge  firom  the  worldly  shocks 
Which  stir  and  sting  the  soul  with  hope  that 

woos,  then  mocks. 

**  Clarens  I    by  heavenly  feet  thy  paths  are 

trod— 
Undying  Love's,  who  here  aseends  a  throne 
To  which  the  steps  are  mountains ;  where  the 

god 
Is  a  pervadbig  life  and  liffht,— so  shown 
Not  on  those  summits  solely,  nor  alone 
In  the  still  cave  and  forest ;  o'er  ihe  flower 
His  eye  is  sparkling,  and  his  breath  hath 

blown. 
His  soft  and  summer-breath,  whose  tender 

power 
Passes  the  strength  of  starms  in  their  mart 

desolate  hour. 

*<  All  things  are  here  of  Acm;  from  the  black 
pines, 
Which  are  his  shade  on  high,and  the  lend  roar 
Of  torrents,  where  he  listeneth,  to  the  vines 
Which  slope  his  green  path  downward  to  the 
shore, 
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Where  the  bo»'*d  water*  meet  him,  and  adore, 
Kiwing  his  feet  with  mormon ;  and  the  wood, 
The  covert  of  old  trees,  with  trunki  all  hoar. 
But  light  leaves,  yoang  as  joy,  stands  where  it 
stood. 
Offering  to  him  and  his  a  populooa  solitude— 

'*  A  populous  solitude  of  bees  and  birds. 
And  fairy-form'd  and  many-ooloor'd  things. 
Who  worahip  him  with  notes  more  sweet  than 

words. 
And  innocently  open  their  glad  wings. 
Fearless  and  full  of  life :  the  gtish  of  springs, 
And  fkll  of  lofty  fountains,  and  the  bend 
Of  stirring  branches,  and  the  bud  which 

brings 
The  swiftest  thought  of  beauty,  here  extend. 
Mingling,  and  made  by  Love,  unto  one  mighty 

end. 

'*  T  was  not  fbr  Action  chose  Rousseau  this  spot, 
Peopling  it  with  affections ;  but  he  founa 
It  was  the  scene  which  passion  must  allot 
To  the  mind's  purified  beings ;   't  was  the 

ground 
Where  early  Love  his  Psyche's  lone  unbound, 
And  hallow'd  it  with  loveiineas :  't  is  lone. 
And  wonderful,  and  deep,  and  hath  a  sound. 
And  sense,  and  sight  of  sweetness ;  here  the 

Rhone 
Hath  spread  himself  a  couch,  the  Alps  have 

rear'd  a  throne." 

In  the  ch.yard  of  Clarens  (fine 
views)  is  buried  Vinet  the  divine 
(d.  1847).  In  the  same  place  is  a 
monument  by  the  sculptor  Imhof. 

The  swelUne  hills  and  vine-clad 
slopes,  which  form  the  banks  of  the 
lake  nearly  all  the  way  from  Geneva, 
here  give  place  to  beetling  crags  and 
woody  precipices  rising  abruptly  from 
the  water's  edge.  The  road  sweeps 
in  curves  round  the  retired  bays  at 
their  feet 

Vcmex.  Montreux  Stat.  H.  du 
Cygne,  good:  pension,  4  fr. 

Montreux.  H.  de  Montreux.  Eng- 
lish service  on  Sundays  at  the  parish 
church.  One  of  a  group  of  vulages 
widely  scattered  over  the  hill-side. 

This  viUaee,  seated  on  an  eminence 
(1.)  above  the  road,  with  its  church 
spire  a  little  apart  from  its  houses,  is 
much  prettier  m  itself  and  in  its  situa- 
tion than  Clarens.  It  abounds  in  Pen- 
siona  long  established,  and  much  fre- 
anented  by  foreigners.  The  best  of 
tnese  is  the  Pension  Vaultier,  in  the 
villaee  of  Montreux,  very  well  kept; 
another  which  is  well  recommended 
is  ^^  H^tel  des  Alpes,  at  the  hamlet 
of  J>mtet.    At  Vey  taux,  an  increas- 


ing place,  is  also  the  H.  des  Alpes,  a 
large  edifice.  The  usual  charge  at 
these  pensions  is  5  fr.  a  day;  in  some 
even  less. 

**  It  is  celebrated  as  the  most  shel- 
tered spot  on  the  banks  of  the  lake  of 
Geneva,  and  the  remarkable  salu- 
brity of  its  climate  renders  it  desirable 
winter-quarters  for  invalids  who  can- 
not cross  the  Alps.  The  statistical 
researches  of  Sir  F.  dlvemois  have 
shown  that  Montreux  is  the  place  in 
the  world  where  there  is  the  smallest 
proportion  of  deaths  and  of  imprudent 
marriages." — i?. 

At  GlUm,  2800  ft.  above  the  sea, 
I  hr.  drive,  above  Montreux,  in  a 
bracing  situation  for  invalids,  two 
hotels  and  pensions  have  been  esta- 
blished. The  largest  and  best  situated 
of  these  is  called  the  Higi  Fawdow, 
a  new  house  (1867),  100  beds;  com- 
fortable, virith  salon,  smoking-room, 
newspapers,  resident  chaplain  —  bed 
and  board  7  frs.  a  day  ;  H.  du  Midi 
(Reuteler),  good  ;  cha^  6  frs.  a  d&T, 
and  ^  fr.  for  service. 

Veytaux  Stat,  (/nnet  Pension  Bonni- 
vard).  Close  to  this  stat.,  about 
1}  m.  from  Montreux,  stands  the 
picturesque  and  renowned  CastU  o/ 
Chilian  (Hotel  and  Pension  Bonnirard 
is  well  spoken  of),  on  an  isolated  rock 
nearly  surrounded  by  deep  water,  but 
within  a  stdne's  throw  of  the  shore  and 
of  the  road,  with  which  it  communicates 
by  a  wooden  bridge.  It  was  built  in 
1238  by  Amedeus  IV.  of  Savoy,  and 
was  long  used  as  a  state  prison,  where, 
among  other  victims,  many  of  the 
early  reformers  were  immured.  When 
Byron,  in  the  *  Prisoner  of  Chilloii,',de« 
scribed  the  sufferings  of  an  imasinarr 
captive,  he  was  not  acquainted  with 
the  history  of  the  real  prisoner,  Bon- 
nivard,  prior  of  St.  Victor,  who,  having 
rendered  himself  obnoxious  to  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  by  his  exertions  to 
f^e  the  Genevese  from  the  Savoyard 
yoke,  was  seized  by  the  Duke's  emis- 
saries, and  secretly  carried  off  to  this 
castle.  For  6  long  years  he  vi-as 
buried  in  its  deepest  dungeon,  on  a 
level  with  the  surface  of  the   lake. 
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The  rin|P  by  whicli  he  was  attached 
to  one  of  the  pillars  still  remains,  and 
the  stone  iioor  at  its  base  is  worn  by 
bis  constant  pacing  to  and  fro.  Byron 
afterwards  wrote  the  sonnet  on  6on- 
niyard,  from  which  the  following  lines 
are  taken: — 

'ChlllonI  thy  priwm  it  a  holy  pkee, 

And  thy  nld  floor  an  altar ;  for 't  was  trod 

Until  hit  Terv  stepa  have  left  a  trace 
Wora«  as  if  the  cold  pavement  were  a  tod. 

By  BonnlTard  I  Mav  none  thoae  marks  efl'aee  I 
For  they  appeal  i^om  tyranny  to  God." 

At  length,  in  1 536,  the  Swiss  wrested 
the  Pays  de  Vaud  firom  the  hands  of 
Charles  V.  of  Sayov.  Chillon  was 
the  last  place  which  neld  out  for  him; 
but  an  army  of  7000  Bernese  besieg- 
ing it  by  land,  while  the  galleys  of 
the  GreneTese  assaulted  it  oy  water, 
soon  compelled  it  to  surrender,  and 
Bonniyard,  with  other  captiyes,  was 
set  free.  The  changes  which  had 
occurred  during  the  years  of  his  im* 
prisonment  almost  realised  the  legend 
of  the  Seyen  Sle^rs.  He  had  left 
Geneya  a  Roman  Catholio  state,  and 
dependent  on  the  Duke  of  Sayoy;  he 
found  her  free,  and  a  republic,  openly 
professing  the  reformed  faith. 

The  castle  is  now  conyerted  into  a 
magasine  for  military  stores  ;  but  the 
interior  of  the  building  is  well  pre- 
served and  worth  exploring,  and  the 
chapel  is  particularly  interesting. 
Strangers  are  readily  conducted  oyer 
other  parts  of  it,  and  (independently  of 
the  associations  connected  with  the 
building)  will  find  much  to  interest 
them  in  it.  There  is  the  potence,  a 
beam,  black  with  age,  extended  across 
one  of  the  vaults,  to  which  the  con- 
demned were  formerly  hung.  The 
onblietU  is  also  shown,  whose  only  en- 
trance was  by  a  trap-door  in  the  floor 
above.  There  is  a  small  spiral  stair- 
case of  three  steps;  the  prisoner  found 
no  fourth  step,  and  was  precipitated  to 
a  depth  of  80  feet  The  dungeon  of 
Bonniyard  is  airy  and  spacious,  con* 
sisting  of  two  aisles,  almost  like  the 
crypt  of  a  church;  its  floor  and  one 
side  are  formed  by  the  liyin^  rock, 
and  it  is  lighted  by  several  windows, 
throufi^i  which  the  sun's  lieht  passes 
by  reflection  from  the  surrace  of  the 


lake  up  to  the  roof,  transmitting  partly 
also  the  blue  colour  of  the  waters* 
Formerly  it  was  subdivided  into  small 
cells  by  partition  walls  between  the 
pillars.  Byron  inscribed  his  name  on 
one  of  the  pillars,  and  his  example 
has  been  followed  by  many  others,  as 
pickens,  &c.,  but  it  is  far  more  last- 
ingly associated  with  the  spot. 

**  Lake  Leman  lice  by  Cadllon'a  walls ; 
A  thousand  feet  in  depth  beloir 
Its  msasy  waters  meet  and  flow ; 
Thus  mneli  the  fiithom-line  was  sent 
From  Chillon's  snow-white  battlement  (?  ?) 
Which  round  about  the  wave  enthrals ; 
A  double  dungeon  wall  and  wave 
Have  made—and  like  a  living  gnve 
Below  the  snrlhoe  of  the  lake 
The  dark  vault  lies  wherein  we  lay ; 
We  lieard  it  ripple  night  and  day. 
In  Chillon's  dungeons  deep  and  old 
There  are  seven  columns  massy  and  grey, 
Dim  with  a  dull,  imprison'd  ray, 
A  sunbeam  whic^  hath  lost  its  way. 
And  through  the  crevice  and  the  cleft 
Of  the  thick  wall  is  fkllen  and  left. 
Creeping  o'er  the  floor  so  damp, 
Uke  a  marsh's  meteor  lamp."^ 

It  is  by  this  castle  that  Rousseau 
has  fixed  the  catastrophe  of  his  He- 
lolse,  in  the  rescue  of  one  of  her  chil- 
dren by  Julie  from  the  water;  the 
shock  of  which,  and  the  illness  pro- 
duced by  the  immersion,  is  the  cause 
of  her  death. 

Between  Chillon  and  Yilleneuve, 
10  minutes'  walk  from  either,  and  a 
little  above  the  lake,  stands  the  Ifdt^l 
Syron,  a  large  and  well-managed  hotel 
and  pension,  table-d'hote  liberal,  and 
ffreat  cleanliness  and  civility;  rooms 
lofty  and  airy.  Hotel  prices  for 
passing  travellers:  charge  for  pension, 
71  fr.  a  day  in  summer,  5^  fr.  in  win- 
ter. This  is  the  best  stopping-place 
at  the  £.  end  of  the  lake.  There  are 
many  delightful  walks  and  rides  in 
the  neighbourhood. 

The  road  to  the  hotel,  from  the 
Villeneuve  Stat.,  crosses  the  rly. 
by  a  bridge,  alongside  which  the 
rivulet  Tini^  is  conveyed  in  an 
aqueduct  The  thickness  of  the  delta 
formed  by  this  little  stream,  through 
which  the  rly.  passes  in  a  cutting, 
is  cited  as  a  proof  of  the  antiquity  of 
man.  Not  only  has  the  entire  dielta 
been  deposited  oy  that  rivulet,  but  it 
has  also  been  equably  deposited,  as 
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may  be  seen  by  the  regularity  ei^i- 
bited  in  the  rly.  section. 

ViUeneuoe  Stat,  (^Inns:  H.  du  Fort, 
on  the  lake,  clean,  and  low  charves; 
H.  Victoria,  at  the  stat.)  is  an  ancient 
waUed  town  of  1480  Inhab.  (^Pennilucus 
of  the  Romans),  situated  at  the  £.  ex- 
tremity of  the  lake,  where  the  road 
quits  its  borders  to  enter  the  valley  of 
the  Bhone. 

Aboat  a  mile  from  YiUeneuve  lies 
a  small  island,  one  of  three  in  the 
lake:  it  is  thus  mentioned  by  Byron 
in  the  'Prisoner  of  Chillon:' — 

*'  And  then  there  was  a  little  itie. 
Which  in  my  very  face  did  nnile, 

^  The  only  one  in  view ; 
A  small  green  isle,  it  seem'd  no  more. 
Scarce  broader  than  my  dnnireon-floor; 
But  in  it  there  were  three  td  trees, 
And  o'er  it  blew  the  mountain-breeze^ 
And  by  it  there  were  waters  flowing, 
And  on  it  there  were  young  flowen  groning, 
Of  gentle  breath  and  hue." 

The  valley  of  the  Rhone  opens 
with  scenery  of  &p:eat  grandeur,  the 
mountains  around  being  varied  and 
highly  picturesque.    The  river  flows 
through  a  flat  alluvial  deposit,  formed 
by  its  own  deposit,  but  drainage  and 
other  improvements  have  redeemed  it 
from  the  state  of  a  barren  and  unwhole- 
some morass.    The  encroachments  of 
the  land  upon  the  lake,  even  within 
the  period  of  bistorical  record,  have 
been  very  great    Fort  Yalais,  Fortus 
Valesise  of  the  Romans,  in  their  time 
stood  on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  but 
is  now  more  than  a  mile  and  a  half 
inland;  the  intervening  tract  has  been 
gained  since.  The  Rhone  itself  rushes 
along,  in  summer  burdened  with  mud, 
very  unlike  the  torrent  of  azure  and 
crystal  which  bursts  out  of  the  lake  at 
Geneva.*  Upon  this  plain,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  Divico,  the 
first  Helvetian  chief  mentioned  in  his- 
tory, defeated,  b.c.  107  (the  646th  year 
of  Rome),  the  Roman  forces  under 
Lucius  Cassius,  slaying  their  gener^ 
and  compelling  his  army  to  pass  under 
the  voke. 

The  top  of  the  mountain  above 
Fvome  was  thrown  down  by  an 
earthquake,  1584.  A  wine  of  some 
reputation  in  Switeerland  now  grows 
on  the  slope. 


It  is  worth  while  to  go  out  at 
night  and  see  the  process  of  catching 
trout  in  the  torrents,  affluents  of  the 
Rhone,  by  means  of  a  lantern  and 
knife.  The  fisherman  enters  the 
water  up  to  his  middle,  funiiahed  with 
an  oval  lantern,  water-tight,  and 
having  a  long  tube  projecting  from  its 
top,  w^iich  serves  both  as  a  handle  and 
to  convey  air  to  the  flame.  This  he 
plunges  mto  the  water  ;  and  when  the 
fish,  attracted  by  the  light,  approach, 
he  slowly  raises  it  towards  the  surface, 
until  the  trout,  which  follow,  come 
within  reach,  when  he  deals  them  a 
deadly  blow  with  the  knife,  whi(^ 
sends  them  dead  to  the  bottom,  to 
reappear  in  a  few  minutes  and  be 
thrown  into  a  basket  which  the  man 
carries  behind  him.  In  this  way  a  con- 
siderable number  of  fish  are  caught. 
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This  rlw^jT.  will  open  direct  rlwj. 
communication  from  Faris  by  GeneTs 
or  Basle  to  the  foot  of  the  SImplon, 
whenever  the  section  from  Sierre  to 
Brieg  is  completed.  The  rlwy.  is  Hr 
preferable  to  the  hot,  monotonoui^ 
and  du^ty  road  up  the  Rhone  valler. 

Villeneuve  has  oeen  described  Rte. 
55. 

From  Villeneuve  the  rlwy.  goes 
through  the  flat  valley  of  the  Rhone, 
passing   partly  through  fertile  and 
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well-cnltivated  fields,  oyenhadowed 
by  fine  walnut-trees :  the  views  up 
the  lUTines  to  the  1.  are  fine. 

Aigie  Stat.^(lfwu:  Beau  Site,  by 
the  Stat.;  H.  Victoria,  very  good) 
—a  Tillage  of  1650  Inhab.  (AquileiaY 
on  the  Grande  Eau.  Black  marble 
is  quarried  near  this.  The  lovely  Yal 
des  Ormonds  opens  behind  Aigle. 
(See  Bte.  43^ 

OUon  St.  Tryphon  Stat  Kear  this 
rises  out  of  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  a 
t^noeTf  60  ft  high,  of  itoman  origin. 

Bex  Stat,  (pronounced  Bey) — Inns : 
ITJnion;  H.  des  Bains:  neither  very 

good :  they  comprise  boarding- 
oases  and  establishments  of  baths, 
supplied  with  salt  water  and  modier 
liquor  firom  the  salt-works,  which 
cause  Bex  to  be  resorted  to  as  a 
watering-place  in  summer.  4^  frs. 
a  day  for  not  less  than  a  week,  3  fir. 
a  day  in  winter  for  not  less  than  a 
month,  but  wax-lights  extra  ;  —  Le 
Crochet  moderate.  Guides,  horses,  and 
chars-a-banc  for  excursions  among 
the  mountains  may  be  hired  here. 

Charpentier,  the  naturalist  is  bu- 
ried in  the  cemetery  of  Bex,  his  tomb- 
stone a  boulder. 

Bex,  a  village  of  3000  Inhab.,  situ- 
ated on  the  high  road  to  the  Simplon, 
is  chiefly  remarkable  for  its  Salt  Mines 
and  Salt  Works,  Salt  has  been  ob- 
tained firom  brine-springs  here  since 
the  middle  of  the  16th  century.  For 
a  long  time  they  belonged  to  a  mer- 
chant fiunHy  of  Augsburg  named 
Zobel,  but  they  are  now  the  property 
of  the  government  of  the  canton. 
Down  to  1823  the  brine-springs  alone 
furnished  the  salt,  and  they  were  gra- 
dually failing,  when  M.  Charpentier 
snegested  the  plan  of  driving  shafts 
and  galleries  into  the  mountain  in 
search  of  rock-salt  The  result  was 
the  discovery  of  a  large  and  rich  vein 
of  the  mineral,  which  has  been  traced 
for  a  distance  of  4000  ft.  and  fi)r  a 
height  of  600  ft,  varying  in  thickness 
from  2  ft  to  50  ft;  and  the  annual 
produce  of  salt  is  now  augmented  to 
20,000  or  30,000  quintals.  Strangers 
arriving  at  Bex  commonly  pay  a  visit 
to  the  mines,  which  are  situated  about 
3  m.  off  in  the  valley  of  La  Gryonne. 


A  carriage-road  leads  through  beau- 
tiful scenery  to  Devins,  where  are 
the  boiling-houses  and  evaporating- 
sheds.    Hence  you  ascend  on  foot  to 
the  SaU^nine,  which  you  enter  with 
a  guide.    The  salt  is  obtained  either 
froni  the  brine-springs,  six  or  seven 
of   which,    of   various    degrees    of 
strength,  burst  forth  in  different  parts 
of  the  interior  of  the  mountain,  or 
from  the  rock-salt,  which,  after  being 
extracted  by  the  help  of  gunpowder, 
is  broken   mto  pieces,  thrown   into 
large  reservoirs,  called  dessaloirs,  cut 
in  the  anhydrite  rock  (sulphate  of 
lime  without  water)  in  the  interior  of 
the  mountain,  and  there  dissolved  in 
water:   Each  reservoir  is  usually  filled 
with  water  3  times.    The  2  first  solu- 
tions (lessivages)  furnish  a  liquor  with 
25  or  26  per  cent  of  salt;  tne  3rd  is 
much  weaKer,  having  only  5  or  6  per 
cent    The   brine,   either   from   the 
sources  or  firom  these  reservoirs,  con- 
taining above  20  per  cent  of  salt,  is 
conveyed  in  pipes  made  of  fir-wood 
at  once  to  the  ooiling-house  (maison 
de  cuite);  that  which  is  less  strong 
must  be  subjected  to  the  process  of 
graduation  in  the  lone  buildings  or 
sheds,  open  at  the  sides,  which  are 
passed  at  Bexvieux  and  Devins,  be- 
tween Bex  and  the  mines.      These 
evaporating-houses,  or  maisons  de  gro" 
duaHoUf  are  filled  up  to  the  roof  with 
stacks  of  fagots  of  thorn-wood,  over 
which   the   salt   water,  after   beine 
raised  to  the  roof  by  pumps,  is  allowed 
to  trickle  drop  by  drop.    The  sepa- 
ration of  the  water  in  passing  throue;h 
colanders,  and  its  exposure   to  tne 
atmosphere  as  it  falls,  produce  rapid 
evaporation  of  the  watery  particles, 
while  the  gypsum  dissolved  m  it  ad- 
heres to  the  twigs,  and  crystallizes 
around  them.  The  water  is  tnus  made 
to  ascend  and  descend  several  times; 
it  becomes  stronger  each  time,  and  at 
length  is  brought  to  the  condition  of 
saturated  brine,  fit  for  boiling  in  the 
salt-pans.    It  will  easily  be  perceived 
how  much  fiiel  is  thus  spared  by  not 
subjecting  the  weak  solution  to  the 
fire  at  first 

The  principal  mines  are  those  called 
Du  Fcmdement  BudDuBouiUet;  the  latter 
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contains  a  gallery  driven  horizontally 
into  the  mountain  for  6636  ft,  7^  ft. 
high  and  5  ft  wide.  At  400  ft  from  its 
entrance  is  the  rovmd  resemoiTf  80  ft  in 
diameter  and  10  ft.  deep,  excavated  in 
the  rock,  without  any  support  to  its 
roof.  In  it  the  weak  water  is  col- 
lected, which  requires  to  undereo  tiie 
process  of  graduation.  A  littfe  far- 
ther on  is  another  irregular  reservoir, 
7933  ft.  in  extent,  supported  by  pillars, 
and  destined  to  hold  the  stronger 
brine  fit  for  the  salt-pans  without  un- 
derc'oing  any  intermediate  process. 

Many  beautifal  minerals  are  ob- 
tained from  the  salt-mines  of  Bex — 
such  as  very  clear  crystals  of  selenite, 
muriacite,  anhydrite,  &c 

It  occupies  j  a  day  to  visit  the  salt- 
mines. The  neighbourhood  of  Bex 
abounds  in  pensions  and  little  moun- 
tain TnnSy  where  fine  scenery,  pure  air, 
and  tolerable  living  are  obtained  at  a 
very  cheap  rate.  That  of  ♦Mont- 
chalet,  1}  m.  above  the  town,  on  the 
way  to  the^  salt-works,  of  Madame 
Bernard  above  Frenibres,  the  Chalet 
Amiguet  at  Chesi^res,  the  house  of 
Madame  Bosen  at  Ollon,  besides  those 
hereafter  noticed,  all  deserve  to  be 
mentioned. 

[Many  interesting  expeditions  may 
be  made  f^om  Bex.  One  of  these,  by 
the  Col  de  la  Croix  to  les  lies,  at  the 
head  of  the  Val  des  Ormonds,  passes 
by  Grion,  where  there  is  a  rustic  Inn, 
and  the  Chdlet  de  Villard,  a  pension, 
recommended  for  its  beautiful  position 
and  good  accommodation,  not,  how- 
ever, equal  to  that  at  the  H6tel  des 
Diablerets.  (See  Rte.  43.)  Another 
interesting  excursion  is  to  the  Col  de 
Cheville,  at  the  foot  of  the  Diablerets. 
(Rte.  58.)  Starting  early  from  Bex 
a  practised  mountaineer  would  find 
an  interesting  excursion  by  ascend- 
ing to  the  small  glacier  de  Mar- 
tinet,  below  the  topmost  perpendicular 
crags  of  the  Vent  de  Morcles  (9513 
ft)  In  favourable  weather  a  magni- 
ficent view  of  the  Alps  would  be 
obtunedj 

The  iSailroad,  leavine^  Bex,  ap- 
proaches the  Khone,  and  crossing  it 
joins  the  Savoy  Rly.  from  Bouveret 
and  the  S.  side  of  Lake  Geneva  (Rte. 


57),  near  a  spot  where  the  valley  is 
almost  closed  by  a  rocky  barrier  of 
mountains. 

— —  "  Jouraeying  upwud  by  the  Rbone, 
That  thexe  came  oowd  a  torrent  ftom  the  Alps, 
I  enter'd  where  a  key  unloelis  a  kinsdooi : 
The  mountains  closing,  and  the  road,  the  riTer 
Filling  the  narrow  apace."  Rogen. 

The  RaUxoay  has  now  to  be  added  to 
these  to  complete  the  scene  presented 
to  the  traveller  at  the  old  Bridge  of  St, 
Maurice,  which  spans  the  rapid  river 
with  one  bold  arch  70  ft  wide,  leaning 
for  support  on  the  rt  side  upon  the 
Dent  ae  Morcles,  and  on  the  1.  upon  th« 
Dent  du  Midi,  whose  bases  are  pushed 
so  far  forward  as  barely  to  leave  room 
for  the  river. 

The  bridge,  erroneously  attributed 
to  the  Romans,  is  not  older.than  the 
15th  century,  but  may  possibly  rest 
on  Roman  foundations.  It  unites  the 
canton  Yaud  with  the  canton  Yalais; 
and  a  eate  at  one  end,  now  removed, 
formerly  served  to  close  the  passage 
up  and  down :  a  circumstance  alluded 
to  in  the  lines  of  Roeers.  Fortifica- 
tions were  erected  by  the  Swiss  in 
1832  and  1847,  above  the  road,  to  de- 
fend the  pass. 

No  one  can  cross  the  bridge  of  St 
Maurice  without  being  struck  with 
the  change  in  the  condition  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  two  cantons.  The 
neatness  and  industry  of  the  Vaudois 
are  exchanged,  within  the  space  of  a 
few  hundred  yards,  for  filth  and  beg- 
gary, equally  apparent  in  the  persons 
and  habitations  of  the  Yaiaiaans. 
Their  physical  condition  is  lament- 
able ;  no  part  of  Switzerland  is  afilicted 
to  a  greater  extent  with  the  maladies 
of  goitre  and  cretinism  (§  18),  and  the 
victims  of  them  shock  ue  traveller's 
sight  at  every  step. 

The  Railway  is  carried  past  the  old 

bridge  through  a  tunnel  in  the  rock, 

and  reaches 

I      2}  m.  St  Maurice  Junct,  ^ai.^  the 

,  first  Stat,  of  the  Ligne  d'ltalie  Rly^ 

!  which  is  to  connect  Geneva  with  tKe 

foot  of  the  Simplon  pass  by  the  S. 

side  of  the  lake.    Now  open  as  far  ai^ 

Sierre.    Passengers  to  and  from  Bex 

change  carriages  here. 

N.B. — In    taking    rly.  tickets    at 
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Martignjr  or  St.  Maurice  for  Vevav, 
unless  you  specify  **  par  Bex  **  you  will 
be  sent  to  BouTaret,  and  thence,  '*  par 
le  Lac,"  across  to  Vevay  by  steamer. 

St.  Maurice— -(Iim:  ♦rtjnion)  — a 
town  of  1050  Inhab.,  occupying  the  site 
of  the  Roman  Agaunum,  saueezed  in 
between  the  mountain  and  the  L  bank 
oftheBhone.  It  owes  its  present  name 
to  the  tradition  that  the  Theban  Le- 
gion, under  the  command  of  St  Mau- 
rice, suffered  martyrdom  here  by  order 
of  Maximian,  A.D.  302,  because  they 
refused  to  abjure  Christianity. 

The  Abbey,  the  oldest  Christian 
foundation  among  the  Alps,  estab- 
lished in  the  4th  century,  founded  in 
honour  of  St  Maurice,  and  endowed 
hy  Slgismond,  King  of  Bureundy,  was 
for  many  centuries  one  of  the  most 
celebrated  of  abbeys,  and  the  town 
itself  was  the  capital  of  one  of  the 
Burgnndian  kingdoms.  In  the  Trea' 
sury  are  preserved  (if  not  removed 
lately?)  an  agate  cameo  cup  of  an- 
tique Greek  art,  and  a  bottle  or 
amponle  of  Saracenic  workmanship, 
presented  by  Charlemagne;  a  crosier 
of  gold,  in  the  shape  of  a  spire, 
the  niches  of  it  filled  with  figures 
an  inch  high,  most  elaborately  work- 
ed ;  a  chalice,  given  by  Bertha 
Qneen  of  Burgundy,  and  several  be- 
sideSf  of  a  very  early  date.  The 
Church  was  much  damaged  by  fire  in 
the  17th  cent,  and  has  been  badly 
restored,  but  the  tower  is  unaltereo, 
and  several  Roman  inscriptions  are 
built  into  its  waUs. 

On  quittine  the  stat.  we  perceive 
on  the  right  l)ank  of  the  Rhone  the 
Bath-house  of  Lavey,  erected  1831 
over  a  warm  sulphureous  spring  dis- 
covered in  the  nver  bed,  at  the  ex- 
pense of  canton  Yaud.  The  water  is 
employed  in  supplying  medicinal 
batns,  the  healing  properties  of  which 
are  attributed  to  the  quantity  of  azote 
gas  contained  in  the  water.  Upon  a 
projecting  platform  of  rock  consider- 
ably above  the  road,  rises  the  Hermit- 
age ot  Notre  Dame  du  Sax.  Lower 
down  on  the  road  is  the  chapel  of 
Yeriolez,  raised  on  the  precise  spot  of 
the  Theban  massacre  (!;,  and  covered 
with  rude  frescoes. 


In  the  autumn  of  1835  a  torrent 
of  mud  descended  from  the  I>ent 
du  Midi  into  the  Yalais  near  Bvi- 
onaz.  It  cut  a  passage  for  itself 
through  the  forest  which  clothes 
the  side  of  the  mountain,  snapping 
the  stoutest  trees  short  off  like 
twigs.  It  covered  the  hieh  road 
for  900  ft.,  interrupting  the  com- 
munication, and  overwhelmed  many 
fields  and  orchards,  and  some  few 
houses;  but  no  lives  were  lost,  as 
the  slow  progress  of  the  current 
allowed  every  one  time  to  remove 
out  of  its  way.    On  the  25th  of  Au- 

fust  a. violent  storm  of  rain  had 
urst  upon  the  Dent  du  Midi,  accom- 
panied by  thunder.  It  is  supposed  that 
a  mass  of  the  mountain  was  loosened 
by  the  rain,  and  in  filling  broke 
through  and  carried  down  with  it  a 
considerable  part  of  a  glacier.  The 
rain  and  mdting  ice  mixing  with 
the  fragments  and  with  the  debris 
of  moraines  converted  the  whole 
mass  into  a  thick  mud,  which  swept 
slowly  downwards  like  a  lava  current. 
BiocKS  of  limestone  of  many  tons 
weight,  and  some  of  them  12  ft  high, 
were  carried  along  with  it.  It  is  a  re- 
markable fact  that  the  stream  of  mud 
contained  scarcely  one-tenth  part  of 
water;  the  fluidity  of  the  mass  was  no 
doubt  promoted  oy  the  character  of 
the  rocks  and  soil  which  covered  the 
mountain,  and  which  consisted  of  a 
black  splintery  limestone,  shale,  and 
loam.  The  wretched  hamlet  Evionaz 
occupies  the  site  of  an  old  town, 
Epaunum,  destroyed  by  a  similar 
mud-torrent  in  563. 

This  part  of  the  valley  has  a  dreary 
and  barren  aspect,  from  the  quantity 
of  bare  gravel  and  broken  rock  strew^ 
over  it,  and  the  traces  of  the  terrible 
Hood  of  1852  are  still  very  visible. 

0^  m.  Vemayaz  Stat,  Travellers 
should  stop  here  to  visit  the  Water^ 
fall  of  the  Sallenche,  which  descends 
into  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  out  of  a 
narrow  ravine,  apparently  excavated 
by  its  waters  (\i  m.  walk).  The 
perpendicular  troscent  of  the  stream 
is  about  280  feet,  but  the  final  leap 
of  the  cascade  not  more  than  120 
feet    It  is  a  fine  object,  both  firom 
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its  Yoltune  and  iieight,  yisible  from 
a  considerable  distance  up  and  down. 
It  is  best  seen  in  a  sunny  rooming 
before  12  o'clock,  when  the  iris, 
formed  in  the  cloud  of  spray,  hovers 
over  it  The  neighbouring  village 
of  Mleville  sends  forth  an  impor- 
tunate crowd  of  beggars  and  self- 
appointed  guides  to  conduct  travellers 
from  the  road  to  the  fall,  a  distance 
of  a  few  hundred  yards. 

f  m.  from  Yemayaz  Stat  we  cross 
another  stream,  the  Trient,  descending 
from  the  Pass  of  the  Tete  Noire  ^up 
which  a  mule-path,  very  i^terestmg 
for  its  scenery,  has  been  made,  con- 
vening upon  the  T§te  Noire  route 
to  Chamounix,  Bte.  141),  and  issuing 
out  of  a  singular  rent  in  the  side  of 
the  valley.  A  wooden  eallery  has 
been  constructed  from  whicn  traveUers 
can  obtain  a  g^ood  view  of  the  gorge, 
and  look  down  into  the  chasm,  whose 
depths  are  worn  smooth  and  hollowed 
out  by  the  force  of  the  water.  Charge 
for  entrance  1  fr.  The  chasm  is  some- 
thing like  that  of  Ffefifers;  by  all 
means  visit  it. 

Mule-path  from  this  in  4  hrs.  up 
the  Trient  valley  to  the  Barberine 
Hotel,  on  the  way  to  Chamounix  (Rte. 
141).  Splendid  scenery.  Hence  to 
Martigny  is  2  m. 

On  the  outskirts  of  Martigny,  upon 
a  commanding  rock,  rises  the  castle 
of  La  BdHe  (irreverently  likened  by 
the  late  Albert  Smith  to  "an  insol- 
vent lighthouse  ")  formerly  a  strong- 
hold of  the  archbishops  of  Sion ;  it  was 
taken  and  burnt  by  Oeorge  Supersax 
in  1518.  The  deep  dungeon  beneath 
its  tall  tower  is  only  accessible  by  a 
trapdoor  in  the  floor  of  the  chamber 
above.  The  river  Dranse  passes  out 
into  the  Rhone,  between  La  Bade  and 

Martigny  {Inns:  *Grande  Maison, 
good  and  reasonable;  Cygne;  La 
Tour,  oldest;  Hotel  Clero,  Eng.  Ch. 
service  here,  good).  • 

Martigny  (Octodurus  of  the  Ro- 
mans) consists  of  two  parts — the  one 
situated  on  the  Simplon  road«  the 
other,  Bourg  de  Martigny,  more  than 
a  mile  distant  up  ^e  valley  of  the 
Dranse.  Its  position  on  the  high 
road  of  the  Simplon,  at  the  termina- 


tion of  the  char-road  from  the  St 
Bemutl,  and  the  mule-path  from 
Chamoimi,  renders  it  the  constant 
resort  of  travellers.  The  scenery 
around  is  grand  :  a  flat,  open  val- 
ley bordered  by  mountains  of  great 
boldness.  It  is  a  small  town  of 
no  prepossessing  appearance,  1520  ft. 
above    the    sea^    placed    near    the 

Siot  where  the  Rhone  receives  the 
ranse,  a  torrent  by  which  Martigny 
itself  and  the  village  of  Boui^  de 
Martigny  have  been  twice  nearly  de- 
stroy^ in  1545  and  in  1818.  Marks 
of  the  last  inundation  (Rte.  136)  are 
still  visible  on  the  walls  of  many  of 
the  houses  ;  and  the  massive  con- 
struction of  the  lower  walls  of  the 
post-house  is  designed  to  protect  it 
from  the  effects  of  similar  catastrophes. 
The  Bridge  is  one  of  the  finest  spe- 
cimens of  the  Swiss  covered  wooden 
bridges,  with  the  arch  above  the  road- 
way. The  monks  of  St  Bernard  have 
their  head-quarters  in  a  convent  within 
the  town,  from  which  the  oiembers 
stationed  on  the  Great  St  Bemaid 
are  relieved  at  intervals.  The  monas- 
tery of  the  Great  St  Bernard  is  a 
Journey  of  10  hours  firom  henoe. 
(Rte.  135.)  From  Martigny  to  the 
Sallenche  Waterfall,  near  Vemayai 
Stat.  (3  m.),  see  above. 

[The  valley  of  Chamouni  may  be 
reached  in  7  or  8  hours  by  the  Tete 
Noire  (Rte.  141),  or  Col  de  Bahne 
(Rte.  142).  The  Forclaz  and  the 
beautiful  view  from  it  is  an  easy  waUL 

From  Martigny,  or  Sembranchier, 
in  the  valley  of  the  Dranse,  an  easy 
and  interesting  excursion  may  be 
made  to  the  summit  of  the  ^Pierrt  d 
Voir  r8123  ft.),  a  mountain  in  the 
range  oetween  the  valley  of  the  Rhone 
and  the  Val  de  Bagnes,  5)  hrs.  to  ride 
up,  3  hrs.  to  descend  if  the  last  2 
leagues  be  accomplished  in  sledges 
{traineaHX)  which  are  kept  for  the  pur- 
pose. Two  persons  sit  in  a  sledge; 
a  guide  acts  as  horse  and  mns  down 
with  it  over  the  grass.  It  is  an  amusing 
and  perfectly  safe  way  of  making  the 
descent  An  Hotel  is  bnilt  near  the 
summit.  There  is  a  good  mule-path 
all  the  way.  The  panoramic  view 
I  from  the  top  is  exoeemngly  grand  and 
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oomprehensive.  Guide,  5  fr.;  mule, 
8  fe.  It  can  be  ascended  equally  well, 
if  not  better,  from  Saxon  les  Bains, 
which  lies  immediately  at  its  foot«] 

At  Marti?ny  the  Khone  makes  an 
abrupt  bend,  forming  nearly  a  right 
angle.  For  many  miles  above  the 
town,  the  bottom  of  the  valley  through 
which  it  flows  is  a  flat  swamp,  ren- 
dered desolate  and  unwholesome  by 
the  overflowinn  of  the  Rhone  and  its 
tributaries,  which,  not  being  carried 
off  by  a  sufiicient  declivity  in  their 
beds,  stagnate,  and  exhale  an  in- 
lurious  malaria  under  the  rays  of  a 
burning  sun,  and  generate  gnats  not 
much  inferior  to  mosquitoes.  Tra- 
vellers do  not  suflfer  from  the  malaria, 
but  the  inhabitants  of  the  valley  are 
dreadfully  afilicted  with  goitre  (§  18), 
cretinism,  and  ague;  and  the  appear- 
ance of  decrepitude,  deformity,  and 
misery  arrests  the  traveller's  attention 
at  every  step.  A  tolerable  wine,  called 
Coquempin,  is  gprown  upon  the  hills; 
Uie  low  flats  produce  little  except 
rushes,  rank  grass,  and  alders.  The 
mountains  whicb  here  bound  the  val- 
ley have  a  bare  and  desolate  aspect. 

Saxon  les  Bains  Stat  Pension.  A 
watering-place  at  the  foot  of  the 
Pierre  k  voir.  Springs  contain  iodine 
and  bromine. 

Siddes  Stat  After  crossing  the 
Rhone  the  Railroad  p»ses  the  foot- 
path leading  to  the  Diablerets  (Rte. 
58),  and  soon  after  the  twin  castles 
of  Sion  appear  in  sight. 

[Hence  the  Haut  de  Cry  (9698  ft.), 
on  tiie  N.  side  of  the  valley,  may  be  as- 
cended. It  was  the  scene  of  a  deplor- 
able accident  on  Feb.  28th,  1864.  A 
Russian  gentleman,  M.  Boissonet,  and 
Mr.  Gosset,  with  4  guides,  including 
Joseph  Bennen,  started  for  its  ascent. 
The  day  was  most  enjoyable,  and  the 
party  were  in  high  spirits,  and  had 
easily  arrived  to  within  400  ft  of  the 
summit,  when  the  snow-field  on  which 
they  were  crossing  diagonally  gave 
way  suddenly  above  them,  across  a 
belt  of  enormous  length.  The  huge 
avalanche  hurried  downward,  bearing 
the  party  with  it  During  the  de- 
scent Mr.  Gosset  was  once  over- 
whelmed, then  found  himself  again  on 


the  surfiice;  lastly,  when  the  motion 
ceased,  after  a  descent  of  1800  h^  he 
was  again  buried  and  was  fast  suffo- 
cating. The  snow  *'  regelated,*'  to  use 
the  modem  term,  that  is  to  say,  com- 
pacted itself  into  ice  (See  Intrdd,,  {  17) 
around  him.  His  hands  and  wrist^t 
were  fortunately  disengaeed.  With 
failing  powers  he  contrived  to  scratch 
away  enough  ice  to  admit  air  to 
his  mouth.  Three  guides  were  hap- 
pily uninjured,  and  they  saw  and  re- 
leased him  ;  but  M.  Boissonet  lay 
dead  on  one  side  of  him,  and  poor 
Bennen  on  the  other.  Thus  perished 
Bennen,  the  very  best  of  Swiss  guides; 
the  companion  of  Prof.  Tyndall,  and  of 
so  many  other  members  of  the  Alpine 
Club,  and  the  leader  in  numerous 
first  ascents  of  Peaks  and  Passes. 

Ardon  Stat,^  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Vale  of  the  Lizerne.  Here  are  iron- 
works. 

Sim  Stat.  (Germ.  Sitten),  —  Inns: 
Poste,  good,  landlord  civfl ;  lion 
d'Or,  good  and  reasonable.  There  is 
a  coxmbrtable  pension  2  min.  walk 
from  Sion,  kept  by  Madame  Mus- 
ton  (Protestant).  Sion  has  no  less 
than    three  extensive  Castles^   which 

five  the  town  a  picturesque  and  fen- 
al  aspect  from  a  distance.  Those 
who  have  time  may  ascend  in  20  min. 
to  the  highest  of  the  three.  Tourhtikm, 
the  castle  seen  on  the  L  in  advancing 
from  Martigny,  built  1493,  and  long 
the  bishop*s  residence,  is  now  a  com- 
plete ruin.  The  castle  standing  on 
the  southern  rock,  called  Valeria,  now 
serves  as  a  Catholic  seminary.  It  con- 
tains the  Old  Cathedral,  a  mixture  of 
Romanesque  and  of  Early  Pointed  ar- 
chitecture. Among  the  objects  worth 
notice  are  a  very  perfect  roodloft  of 
the  13th  cent,  a  votive  chapel  to  St 
Catherine,  and  some  old  frescoes.  The 
present  cathedral  is  in  the  town  below, 
and  close  to  it  is  the  modem  Bishop's 
Palace.  The  third  castle,  called  Majo- 
ria,  from  the  majors,  or  ancient  gOTcr- 
nors  of  the  Valais,  its  first  occupants, 
was  burnt  in  1788  by  a  conflagration 
which  destroyed  the  greater  pan  of 
the  town.  In  the  JesuM  otmcent  is  a 
collection  of  the  natural  history  ol  the 
Valais. 
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La  Tour  da  Force,  a  prison  contain- 
ing the  condemned  cells,  and  the  Rue 
da  Chateau,  the  place  of  execution, 
resembling  the  base  of  a  tower,  remind 
one  of  the  past  history  of  Sion. 

Sion  contains  4200  Inhab.  and  is 
the  capital  of  the  Yalais  (Germ. 
Wallis) — one  of  the  most  miserable 
and  melancholy  districts  in  northern 
Europe.  It  was  formerly  a  flourish- 
ing country^  as  the  ruins  of  the  nu- 
merous castles  and  the  remains  of 
former  splendour  at  Sion  and  Visp 
attest;  and  in  the  commencement  of 
the  16th  century  Matthew  Schinner, 
Bishop  of  Sion,  was  a  powerful  prince, 
whose  alliance  was  courted  by  all  the 
sovereigns  of  Europe — principally,  it 
is  true,  for  the  sake  of  procuring  the 
sendees  of  the  Swiss  mercenaries.  It 
is  said  that  Sion  has  been  besieged 
and  taken  more  than  30  times,  and, 
like  many  Swiss  towns,  it  has  been 
burnt  nearly  down. 

The  HospHal,  under  the  care  of  the 
Soeurs  de  Charite,  contains  many  vic- 
tims of  goitre  and  cretinism. 

S.  of  Sion  the  Yal  d'Erin  stretches 
far  into  the  main-chain  of  the  Alps 
(Rtes.  129, 131). 

Mule-path  to  Bex  (Rte.  58). 

The  Simplon  road,  fh>m  Sion  to 
Domo  D'Ossola  (Rte.  59). 

The  rly.  is  finished  as  far  as 

5i«rrff  (Germ.  Siders).  Iwm:  Soleil; 
^Pension  Baur,  outside  the  town,  very 
^ood.    Godd  muscatel  wine  here. 

Diiigmce  to  Briee  twice  a  day, 
starting  on  arrival  of  the  trains. 

Omntdus  daily  to  Leuk  Baths  (Rte. 
37> 


ROUTE  57. 

GENEVA  TO  MABTIGNT,  BY  THONON  AND 
MEXLLEBIE,  ALONO  THE  SOUTH  SHORE 
OP  THE  LAlCE  OF  GENEVA. 

Steamers  twice  a  day  (touchii^  at 

Belotte,    Bellerive,    Asni^res,    Her- 

manoe,  Thonon,  Evian,  on  S.  shore 

of  lake),  in  5  hrs.  to  Bouveret,  where 

rSwitz,'] 


passengers  take  the  rlv.  to  Martigny 
and  Sion.  Post-road  nrom  Geneva  to 
Bouveret,  37  £n^.  m. 

This  is  the  original  Simplon  road, 
but  is  now  almost  deserted,  though 
from  Evian  to  Bouveret  the  scenery  is 
very  grand,  finer  than  that  of  the  N. 
shore.  Persons  taking  this  route  must 
remember  that  it  lies  through  French 
territory,  and  that  they  become  sub- 
ject to  a  visit  at  the  custom-house  and 
inquiries  for  passports. 

After  quitting  Geneva  by  the 
Quartier  de  Rive,  a  fine  view  opens 
out  rt;  beyond  the  Sal^ve  rises 
the  Mole,  and  the  valley  of  the 
Arve  is  terminated  by  the  Buet,  by 
Mont  Blanc  and  its  glaciers.  The 
shore  of  the  lake  is  dotted  over  with 
villas  of  the  Genevese.  One  of  these, 
near  the  village  of  Coloeny,  the  Cam^ 
pagna  JDiodaii,  is  interestmg  as  having 
been  the  residence  of  Lord  Byron  in 
1816.  He  wrote  here  the  Srd  canto 
of  Childe  Harold  and  the  tragedy  of 
Manfred. 

Beyond  the  village  of  Corsier  the 
Genevan  territory  isleft,  and  we  enter 
the  ancient  province  of  Chablais,  now 
annexed  to  France,  which  extends 
along  the  lake  as  far  as  St  Gingough. 
A  monotonous  plain  is  traversed  in 
order  to  reach 

DouoaiM.    10  m.  further  is 

Thonon — (Inns:  H.  de  I'Europe, 
fair,  adjoining  the  Terrace;  Les  &i- 
lances)->an  ancient  town  of  4825  In- 
hab., ori^nally  capital  of  the  Chablais. 

On  quitting  Thonon  we  pass  on  the 
left,  between  the  road  and  the  lake, 
RipaiUe,  anciently  an  Augustine  con- 
vent, founded  by  Amedeus  YIIL  of 
Savoy,  close  by  which  he  passed  a 
portion  of  his  life  as  a  hermit,  with  6 
chosen  companions.  He  abdicated, 
in  turn,  the  dukedom  of  Savoy,  tiie 
Papacy  (into  which  he  had  been  in- 
stfuHea  with  the  name  of  Felix  V^, 
and  the  bishop's  see  of  Geneva.  He 
resided  here  after  his  second  abdi- 
cation, passing  his  time  not  in  the 
austere  penance  of  an  anchorite,  but» 
according  to  the  popular  belief  in  ease 
and  dissipation.  Hence  the  French 
proverb —  "  Faire  Ripaille."  It  is, 
however,  probable  that,  even  to  the 
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last,  he  had  not  abandoned  the 
path  of  ambition,  and  that,  far  from 
being  inactive  and  exclusively  devoted 
to  luxury,  he  was  still  weaving  poli- 
tical intng^es.  The  relic  of  the  con- 
vent is  converted  into  a  farmhouse,  by 
the  side  of  which  Amedeus  VUL  built 
a  castle. 

A  lonf  bridge  of  24  arches  carries 
the  road  over  the  Dranse,  a  torrent 
descending  from  the  mountains  of  the 
Chablais,  and  augmented  to  a  large 
volume  by  the  melting  snows  during  a 
small  part  of  the  year. 

[^ITumon  to  Stxt,  There  is  a  char- 
road  up  the  valley  of  the  Dranse 
by  some  gypsum-works,  after  which 
it  passes  Uirough  numerous  vil- 
lages to  La  Yemaz,  3  hrs.,  and 
by  the  ruins  of  the  Abbey  of  Andph, 
to  Morzine,  7  hrs.  from  Thonon. 
Asoendinff  from  thence  nearly  due 
S.  either  l>y  the  Col  de  Jouxplane^ 
or  the  Col  da  QoUze^  Samoens  in 
the  Val  de  Sixt  TBte.  143^  may 
be  reached  through  very  beauti- 
ful scenery  in  about  3^  hrs.  At  the 
Ch&lets  de  la  Gol^  a  little  S.  of  the 
summit  (height  about  5600  Eng.  ft.), 
refreshment  and  indifferent  night 
quarters  may  be  found  in  case  of  need. 

TanningesQRte.  143)  may  be  reached 
in  10  hrs.  from  Thonon,  by  St.  Jean 
d*Aulph  and  Gets.  A  rough  char- 
road.  Monthey  on  the  rly.  to  Mar- 
tigny  may  be  reached  frt>m  Morzine 
either  by  the  Col  de  Coux  (see  Bte. 
144),  or  by  the  Cd  de  Champery,  which 
enters  the  Val  d'llliez  below  the  village 
of  Champery.  Two  other  passes — 
the  Col  de  Chesery,  from  Montrumd  below 
Morzine,  and  the  Col  cTAbondancef 
reached  by  the  E.  branch  of  the 
Dranse,  lead  to  Morgin  (an  Inn  with 
mineral  baths),  and  from  thence  in 
2)  lurs.  to  Monthey.] 

Through  groves  of  magnificent 
chestnut-trees  we  pass  ^mpAion,  H.  de 
Casino,  once  a  gay  watering-place,  an 
old  town  surrounded  by  a  ruined 
wall,  capital  of  the  Pays  de  Gravot, 
where  are  baths  supplied  by  a  chaly- 
beate (?  8ulphur)sprmg,  and  reach 

Evian  {Inns:  H.  des  Bains,  good; 
H.  Fonbonne,  near  the  lake  and  steam- 
boats; H.  du  Nord;  Poste:  in  all,  6 


hotels,  and  40  lodging-houses),  a  town 
of  3000  Inhab.,  at  the  water-side, 
much  improved  of  late.  On  a  heiehi 
above  is  iJie  Bath-house,  resorted  to 
for  its  mineral  waters.  Dr.  C.  Depraz, 
resident  physician,  may  be  trusted. 
He  servea  in  the  (Crimea  on  our  me- 
dical staff.    Steamer  to  Lausanne. 

The  Rocks  of  Meillerie^  celebrated 
by  Bousseau  and  Byron,  were,  under 
the  orders  of  Napoleon,  and  with  the 
help  of  gunpowder,  blasted  to  form  a 
passage  for  the  magnificent  road  of 
the  Simplon,  which'  is  here  carried 
partly  through  them,  nartly  on  a  ter- 
race 30  or  40  feet  above  the  lake. 
Previous  to  its  construction,  the  little 
village  of  Meillerie  was  barely  ac- 
cessible, except  by  boats.  Al>out  x 
mile  off  the  shore,  at  Meillerie,  the 
lake  attains  its  greatest  depth,  920 
Er.  ft.  Here  Byron  was  nearly  lo«t 
in  a  storm.  Kousseau,  in  tae  N. 
H61oise,  has  conducted  St.  Preux  and 
Mad.  Wolmar  also  to  this  port  for  shel- 
ter from  a  tempest  On  the  opposite 
shore  is  seen  Clarens,  and  the  white 
wall  of  the  castle  of  Chillon  (Kte.  5o> 

St.  Gingough — {Inn:  Poste,  an  enor- 
mous building,  once  a  convent,  not 
good.  Mosquitoes  very  troublesome  all 
along  the  S.  shore  of  the  lake.  The 
deep  ravine  of  the  Moige  here  di- 
vides Savoy  from  the  Swiss  terri- 
tory of  the  Valais;  travellers  entering 
from  the  Valais  are  subjected  to 
French  custom  -  house  regulations 
here. 

Bouveret  Stat,  (Bestaurant  at  Stat; 
Tnriy  La  Tour)  lies  within  the  valley 
of  the  Bhone,  here  a  broad,  flat 
dreary  swamp. 

The  railway  has  been  completed 
from  Bouveret  to  Martig^y  and  Sion. 
The  same  company  are  carrying  on 
the  line  from  jBouveret  to  Geneva 
along  the  S.  shore  of  the  lake.  Thr 
lake  steamers  set  down  "paasenser^ 
for  the  railway  station  on  the  wharf 
at  Bouveret 

Bouveret  lies  in  a  marsh,  moid 
sleeping  here.  Pour  trains  daily,  in 
}  hr.  to  St  Maurice.  Steamer  daily 
to  Vevay  and  (Geneva. 

Port  Valais,  in  the  days  of  the 
Bomans,    stood    on    the  vratersidei 
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all  the  ground  between  it  and  the 
lake,  1^  m.,  has  been  produced  since 
the  records  of  history,  by  the  de- 
posits of  the  river.  At  Port  du 
Sex  the  rocks  on  the  rt  encroach 
so  &r  upon  the  Rhone  as  barely  to 
leare  a  passage  for  the  road  at  their 
base.  Advantage  was  taken  of  this 
paas  in  ancient  times  to  construct  a 
fort  with  loopholes  for  arrows,  and 
embrasures  for  cannon,  which  effiactu- 
ally  closed  the  entrance  to  the  VAlais, 
the  only  passage  bein^  over  its  draw- 
bridge and  through  its  gate.  The 
plain  is  strewed  with  hOlocks  and 
debris  of  limestone,  the  remains  of  a 
landslip  from  the  Gnunmont,  7000  ft. 
high,  on  the  L  bank  of  the  Bhone,  a.d. 
563,  which  thence  feU  down  the  ravine 
of  Evouettes,  all  across  the  valley 
as  fsLT  as  Roche  and  Rennaz,  bury- 
ing a  Roman  station,  so  as  to  dam 
op  the  Rhone  and  form  a  temporary 
lake,  reachme  up  to  the  rocks  of  St. 
Tryphons,  which  at  last  burst  its 
barrier  near  Port  du  Sex.  - 

The  canal  of  Stockalper,  running 
nearly  parallel  with  the  road,  was  cut 
about  a  century  ago,  to  drain  this 
portion  of  the  valley.  At  Vouvry  is  a 
good  country  Inn. 

VumsuLz,  Above  this  village  are 
some  most  remarkable  boulders. 

Monthev  Stat.  (^Inn:  Croix  d'Or, 
dean  and  moderate).  [Behind  this 
village  is  the  Val  dlUiez,  extending 
towards  the  Dent  du  Midi.  Mau 
cabriolet  (3  passengers,  every  morn- 
ing). Road  bad.  The  Dent  du  Midi 
is  a  good  hotel,  at  Cfuxmpery  in  the 
upper  part.  In  a  lateral  vaUey  open- 
ing up  to  the  W.  2  m.  above  Mon- 
they  are  the  baths  of  Margin,  pension 
4^  fr.  a  day,  accommodation  indif- 
ferent]    (See  Rte.  144.) 

Ewmaz,  Owing  to  an  abrupt  bend 
in  the  valley,  and  a  projecting  rock 
which  hides  the  upper  portion  from 
view,  the  road  comes  suddenly  upon 

St.  Maurice  Junct,  Stat.  (Rte.  56). 
Here  the  rly.  from  Geneva,  by  Lau- 
sanne and  Vevay  falls  in. 

Martigny  (Rte.  56). 


ROUTE  58: 

BEX  TO  8I0N,  BY  THE  OOL  DE 

CHtyiLLE — DIABLERET8. 

H.  V. 
Bex. 

Orion 2  15 

Sottlalex 1  45 

Ameindas 1  15 

Col 0  45 

Derborense 10 

Bridge 0  40 

St  Bernard 1  30 

Sion     .^ 1  40 

10  50 

This  is  a  highly  interesting  pass, 
both  from  the  geological  phenomenon 
of  its  Berg-fall,  or  mountain  slip,  and 
for  the  extreme  picturesqueness  of 
its  scenery  ;  the  pass  is,  however, 
long,  ana  from  Orion  to  Avent 
there  is  no  inn  :  this  is  probably 
the  reason  why  the  whole  reeion  of 
the  Diablerets,  though  yielcung  to 
few  in  ruggedness  and  in  commanding 
views  over  the  Alps,  has  been  un- 
visited  and  neglected.  [The  Dia- 
blerets, 10,670  ft.,  can  be  ascended 
from  Orion,  sleeping  one  night  at 
the  chalets  of  Anzeindas:  guides  at 
Grion.1  As  the  pass  is  long,  it  is 
advisable  to  sleep  at  Orion,  24  hrs. 
ft*om  Bex;  or,  as  the  accommodation 
there  is  indifferent,  some  will  prefer 
to  start  before  daylight  in  a  char  for 
that  village.  Bex  is  described  in 
Rte.  56.  An  excellent  carriage-road 
has  been  made  from  Bex  to  Orion, 
ascending  the  heights  by  numerous 
zigzaes;  the  pedestrian  will,  however, 
probaoly  cut  off  most  of  these  by 
taking  the  old  mule-path  which  con- 
tinuaSy  crosses  the  carriage-road. 
Carriage  from  Bex  to  Orion  8  fr. 
The  pedestrian  will  follow  the  river 
Aven9on  for  about  a  mile  to  B^vieux, 
where  are  some  salt-works:  the  road 
then  leaves  the  river,  and,  after  keep- 
ing rather  to  the  K.,  begins  to  ascend 
the  heights  on  the  rt.  bank  of  *^'^ 
stream;  part  of  the  road  is  beaut* 
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shaded^  by  woods  of  fir,  beech,  or 
walnut,'  and  part  is  through  yineyards 
and  fields.  The  ascent  is  tedious  by 
the  road,  steep  and  rugged  by  the 
paths. 

Orion,  prettily  situated  on  the  slope 
of  the  mountain  high  above  the  rirer, 
is  a  regular  Swiss  village.  There  are 
2  homely  but  cheap  inns  (Croix 
Blanche,  best)  and  a  boarding-house, 
where  as  many  as  50  persons  are 
accommodated  in  the  season.  The 
situation  is  healthy,  goitre  and  cretins 
unknown.  Side-sadcQes  are  to  be  had; 
a  mule  to  the  Col  7  fr.,  1  £r.  bonne- 
main.  There  is  little  advantage, 
however,  in  taking  a  mule  beyond  uie 
Col,  as  it  could  not  be  usea  during 
great  part  of  the  way  from  the  Col  to 
Avent,  where  mules  are  to  be  found. 
A  ffuide  charges  12  fr.  to  Sion,  but  a 
pedestrian  well  accustomed  to  moun- 
tains can  find  the  way  without  a 
guide.  After  leaving  Grion  the  road 
which  might  be  traversed  by  a  char 
for  the  first  2  hrs.,  keeps  high  above 
the  river,  and  enters  further  into  the 
valley  of  the  Aven^on,  running  nearly 
due  £.,  and  passing  by  numerous 
ch&lets  and  houses,  through  green 
meadows  surrounded  by  fir-trees  and 
overhung  by  precipices,  through  beau- 
tiful pastoral  scenery.  The  road  is 
tolerably  level,  and  about  IJ  hr.  from 
Grion  crosses  the  stream  to  the  1. 
bank,  then  goes  through  fine  shady 
woods  for  alx>ut  20  min.,  and  crossing 
the  stream  ajB;ain  reaches  the  chalets 
of  SoulaleXf  beautifully  situated  in  a 
green  plain  with  spruce  firs  all  round, 
and  tremendous  precipices  above  the 
firs.  The  road  now  keeps  a  little  to 
the  L,  and  rapidly  ascends  a  narrow 
ravine  to  the  cn&lets  of  Anzeindasj 
which  are  situated  on  tolerably  level 
ground.  In  one  of  these  is  a  room 
where  it  would  be  possible  to  sleep, 
but  the  traveller  must  not  depend  on 
finding  food,  as  the  pass  is  little  used. 
From  this  a  moderate  ascent  over  the 
green  pasture  under  the  precipices  of 
tne  Diablerets  leads  to 

The  C<rf  «fe  Chdnlle  (6686  ft).  By 
ascending  the  mound  on  the  rt.  of 
the  Col,  a  fine  view  is  obtained 
of  the  great  chain  of  the  Alps  to 


Monteleone,  and  towards  the  S.  of 
the  bare  peaks  of  the  THe  de 
Qros  Jeaai  and  Grand  Moevran,  Hie 
descent  from  the  Col  turns  at  first  to 
the  rt,  then  to  the  1.,  and  is  very  steep 
and  rugged;  there  is  no  particular 
path,  but  it  is  not  easy  to  miss  the 
the  way.  In  about  30  min.  firom  the 
Col  the  chalets  of  CheviUe^  on  a  tole- 
rably level  space  covered  with  rocky 
fragments,  are  reached.  A  little  Inn 
was  lately  built  here.  Keeping  along 
the  stream  a  short  distance  farther, 
and  then  bearing  to  the  rt.,  a  very 
steep  descent  through  trees  leads  to 
the  little  Lac  de  Derborenxe^  and  the 
chdlets  bearing  the  same  name. 

The  valley  here  is  nearly  filled  by  the 
wreck  of  the  £eJ1  of  the  Mont  DidbCsreU^ 
a  name  given  to  the   spot   by   the 
peasantry,  it  is    said,  because  they 
regard  it  as  the  vestibule  of  helL  This 
mountain  is  composed  of  limestone 
strata,  much  deranged  and  steeply  in- 
clined.   The  lower  beds,  being  soft 
and  shaly,  are  disintegrated  by  the 
infiltration  of  water  trom.   the   vast 
glaciers  on  the  N.E.  ;  and,  after  the 
supports  and  foundation  are  thus  re- 
moved, large  masses  are  detached  from 
the  mountain  into  the  valley  below, 
forming  ebouleme^s  of  the  most  tre- 
mendous kind.    During  the  last  cen- 
tury two  catastrophes  of  this  kind 
occurred,  in  1714  and  1749.    By  the 
former,  15  human  beings,  100  head  of 
cattle,  and  55  chilets  were  buried. 
Subterranean    noises,   produced    by 
the  commotion  in  the  mountain,  gave 
warning    for    several   days    before- 
hand, so  that  most  of  the  peasants 
and  their  cattle  removed  out  of  the 
way.    One    man   belonging   to    the 
village  of  Avent  was  overwhelmed 
in  a  chalet  on    the  mountain,    but 
escaped  being  crushed  to  deaUi  by 
two  masses  of  rock  forming  an  wgl^ 
over  it.    He  managed  to  support  fife 
upon  a  store  of  cheese  Uud  np  for 
the  winter,  and  with  water  from  a 
brook  which  found  its  way  throesh 
the  fallen  rocks.    After  many  we^s 
passed  in  the  dark,  he  at  length,  by 
creeping  and  scratching  among  the 
rocks,  formed  a  passage  through  which 
a  gleam  of  daylight  appeared,  and 
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throi^h  it  suoceeded  at  length  in 
working  his  way  out,  returning  to  his 
friends  after  having  been  lost  for  3 
months.  At  the  moment  of  the  fall, 
the  smroonding  district  shook  as  with 
an  earthquake,  a  thick  cloud  of  dust 
rose  hig^  into  the  air  from  the  friction 
of  it,  masses  of  rock  were  hurled  a 
distance  of  6  miles,  and  the  current 
of  air  produced  bjit  threw  down  trees 
which  were  not  touched  by  the  fiill 
itself.  The  inhabitants  of  one  of  the 
neighbouring  villages  enjoy  daylight 
at  a  certain  season  of  the  year  several 
minutes  earlier  than  they  did  before 
the  event.  The  fell  of  1749  arrested 
the  coarse  of  the  Idseme,  forming  the 
little  lake  of  Derborense. 

The  path  keeps  to  the  W.  side  of 
the  lake,  and  traverses  for  more  than 
an  hour  a  wilderness  of  rubbish  and 
&llen  rocks.  A  little  care  is  required 
to  keep  the  track.  The  scene  is  one 
of  the  utmost  desolation;  overhead 
towers  the  ridge  of  the  Diablerets, 
10,670  ft.  above  the  sea-level.  Three 
of  its  five  peaks  have  already  fallen, 
and  the  two  which  remain  threaten, 
sooner  or  later,  to  follow.  The  moun- 
tain is  again  rent  with  fissures,  and 
scarcely  an  hour  passes  in  which  a 
slight  noise  is  not  heard  or  a  fragment 
of  stone  does  notfSidL  The  accumu- 
lated debris  of  the  mountain  is  said  to 
oover  a  space  of  8  miles.  The  tra- 
veller will  be  reminded  strongly  of  a 
Cirque  in  the  Fyrennes.  Ijie  path 
winds  round  the  mountain  to  the  rt., 
and  in  about  35  min.  from  Derbo- 
renze  crosses  the  Liseme  by  a  little 
bridge.  There  is  no  house  near  the 
spot;  in  fact  there  is  none  from  Der- 
borenxe  to  Avent.  After  about  20 
nun.  more  of  rocks  and  stunted  firs 
the  path  begins  to  rise  on  the  L  bank 
along  the  precipices  which  border  the 
Liaeme.  For  the  next  2  m.  the  path 
is  a  mere  led^e,  sometimes  cut  out  of 
the  face  of  the  rock,  sometimes  built 
up,  and  overhanging  sheer  precipices 
of  some  1200  ft  down  to  where  the 
Ltseme  is  roaring  in  the  chasm  below. 
Though  there  is  no  danger,  the  path 
is  rery  narrow  and  far  more  formi- 
dable than  that  of  the  Gemmi.  The 
path  now  passes  through  some  beau- 


tiful beech-woods,  still  upon  a  steep 
slope,  and  then  reaches  the  little 
chapel  of  St  Bemhard,  whence  there 
is  a  fine  view  of  the  ereat  chain  of  the 
Alps.  Here  the  vaUey  of  the  Liseme 
is  left;  the  path  turns  to  the  £.  and 
descends  rapidly  to  the  village  of 
Avents  about  20  min.  from  St  Bern- 
hard;  thence  to  Conthey^  where  is  an 
inn;  and  thence  to  the  hieh  road  at 
the  bridge  of  the  Morge,  &out  2^  m. 
from  Sion.  A  guide  would  show  a 
pleasanter  way  through  by  -  paths 
from  Avent 


Route  reversed.  —  Mules  can  be 
taken  from  Sion  to  the  Col  (a  good 
7  hrs.),  and,  if  necessary,  on  to  Grion. 
The  pedestrian  should  take  the  dili- 

Snce  or  a  char  to  the  bridge  over  the 
orge  or  to  Yetroz.  He  will  see  his 
path  as  far  as  the  chapel  of  St  Bern- 
hard  plainly  marked  on  tiie  face  of 
the  mountain.  When  about  2  hrs. 
beyond  the  chapel  he  must  look  out 
for  the  bridge  on  the  1.  and  cross  the 
Liseme.  The  path  through  the  rocks 
is  not  very  clear  after  this,  and  most 
travellers  will  be  the  better  for  a 
guide.  Bearing  round  the  mountain 
to  the  1.,  he  will  find  the  Derborenze. 
Crossing  the  bridge  above  it  the  ascent 
begins  immediately  behind  the  chAlets, 
and  is  very  steep  for  15  min.,  then 
along  a  little  v^ey  for  20  min.,  then 
very  steep  and  rugged  to  the  Col, 
turning  at  last  towards  the  rt.  From 
the  Col  the  path  cannot  be  mistaken. 
Time  actually  occupied,  exclusive  of 
stoppages,  ascending  moderately,  de- 
scending ^ter — 

H.  H. 

Btlte  over  Moige   .     .     .    .  0  40 

St.  Bernhard a  40 

Bridge  over  Liseme  ....  l  45 

Derborenze 10 

Col  de  Chtfville 1  20 

Sonlalex 10 

Orion 1  16 

Bex 1  30 

10  10 

There  is  also  a  path  fh>m  Ardon, 
on  the  rt  bank  of  the  Liseme,  3  or 
4  m.  farther  from  Sion;  but  the  road 
is  said  to  be  as  long  as  that  by 
Conthey. 
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ROUTE  69. 

PASSAGE  OF  THE  SIMPLON.      8I0N  TO 
DOMO  d'OSSOLA. 

Fost-road;  Sion  to  Bomo  d'Ossola 
8}  posts  rr  78  miles.  Railway  in  pro- 
gress from  Sion  to  Brieg. 

PMts.    Eng.  m. 


'SIOD. 

Slerre  . 
Turtnun 
Visp  . 
Brieg  . 
Beriaal  . 
Sfmplon , 
Isella  . 
Domo  d'OBBoIa 


U 

1 

1 

I 

1 

II 

1 

H 


a  10 

s  » 

»  H 

»  9 

=  16 

»  V 

=  11* 


With  post-horses  the  journey  may 
be  accomplished  easily  in  1^  day, 
resting  1st  night  at  Brieg,  2nd  at 
Domo. 

Until  the  RaUway,  Sion  to  Brieg«  Is 
finished — Diligences  daily  to  Domo, 
and  thence  to  Arona,  whence  the  rly. 
is  open  to  Milan. 

Sion  is  described  in  Rte.  56. 

Fassini^  opposite  the  opening  of  the 
Val  d'Erm  or  Eringerthal  (see  Bte. 
131),  through  scenery  rather  less 
monotonous  than  that  of  the  valley 
between  Martigny  and  Sion,  the  first 
town  reached  is 

Sierre  Stat,  (Germ.  Siders). — Inns: 
Soleil  (Post),  good;  H.  Baur,  just  out- 
side the  town,  better;  1100  Inhab. 
Smelting  furnaces  here. 

[A  steep  but  romantic  path  leads  to 
the  Baths  of  Lo^he,  turning  out  of 
the  post-road  a  little  way  beyond  the 
town,  before  reaching  the  bridge. 
(Rte.  37.) 

Beyond  Sierre,  opposite  H.  Baur, 
another  valley  stretcnes  S.  into  the 
main-chain  of  Alps,  die  very  interest- 
ing Val  d'Anniviers  or  Einfisch  Thai. 
It  is  a  journey  of  3  or  4  hrs.  by 
Vissoye  to  St.  £uc  (Rte.  129). 

The  post-road,  after  crossing  the 
Rhone,  and  winding  for  some  dis- 
tance among  irregular  hillocks,  passes, 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  river,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  gorge  of  the  Dala,  the 


picturesque  village  of  Leak  (Rte.  37). 

Pfynn  (adfifua)  is  on  the  boundaiy 
between  the  Qerman  language,  whifi 
prevails  above  this,  as  far  as  uie  source 
of  the  Rhone,  and  the  French,  which 
is  spoken  below  this.  The  Pfinger 
Waid,  behind  Sierre,  is  a  strong  nmi- 
tary  position,  stoutly  defended  against 
the  French  in  1798. 

SOsten  {Inn,  H.  de  la  Souste,  com- 
fortable hotel,  one  of  the  best  on  the 
road). 

Hones  may  be  hired  here  for  Zer- 
matt  or  for  Saas  (Rte.  129). 

Touriemagne  (Germ.  Tortman.)— 
Inns :  «Foste  ;  Soleil,  fiur.  15 
minutes*  walk  behind  the  inn  b  a 
Cascade  of  some  repute.  The  volume 
of  water  is  considentble,  and  its  height 
by  actual  measurement  is  150  ft 
Not  inferior  to  the  fall  of  the  Sallenehe 
near  Marti^y,  it  is  worthy  of  a  visit 
by  those  who  are  amateurs  of  water- 
mils:  the  scene  is  interesting  on  ac- 
count of  its  entire  seclusion.  The 
neighbourhood  is  overspread  with 
marshes  and  stagnant  pools,  and  the 
road  is  frequently  flooded  by  the 
swollen  Rhone.  fThe  wild  goree  be- 
hind the  town  leads  up  to  Sie  Tnrt- 
man  Thai  (Rte.  129)J 

Fwp  or  FwpocA  (K.  Vxegey   (/i 


Fost;  Soleil,  better  and  cheap).  Some 
persons  object  to  sleep  at  Visp,  owing 
to  an  apprehension  or  malaria  arising 
from  the  floods  in  the  Rhone  vaBej. 
and  at  some  seasons  this  fear  is  pro- 
,bably  well  founded.  Travellers  bound 
for  Zermatt  (Rte.  127)  may  break 
the  journey  at  Stalden,  or  at  St 
Nicholas. 

A  noor  village  (2410  ft.  above  the 
sea),  nnely  situated  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Visper-Thal,  up  which  the  Bal- 
frinhom  and  its  glaciers  are  to  be  seen. 
It  was  once  the  seat  of  numerous  noUe 
families,  which  have  ell  disafypeared, 
leaving  only  their  large  houses,  now 
inhabited  by  poor  people,  to  attest 
the  fact.  There  are  2  large  churches, 
the  upper  one  finely  situated.  The 
lower  en.  was  formeny  the  ch.  of  the 
nobles,  and  ultimately  became  the 
property  of  the  family  of  Blandrath, 
the  last  of  the  noble  families.  An 
earthquake,  which  b^pan  on  July  2o, 
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1 855,  and  lasted  with  duninished  force 
for  sereral  monihs,  left  only  7  houses 
in  Visp  habitable,  forcing  the  in- 
habitants to  encamp.  Nearly  all  the 
ceilings  in  the  town  fell,  amonffst 
others  that  of  the  nobles'  ch.  'Hie 
Poste  Inn  suffered  severely;  and 
cracks  in  many  of  the  houses  are 
still  to  be  seen.  Visp  was  the  centre 
of  the  earthquake,  which  was  felt 
OTer  an  area  of  300  miles  N.  and  S., 
250  E.  and  W. 

The  Gamsen  and  other  torrents 
which  fSfiJl  into  the  upper  end  of  the 
Valais  are  very  dangerous  neigh- 
bours to  the  villages  and  cottages  on 
their  banks.  The  bed  of  the  river 
Visp  is  nearly  13  ft.  above  a  part 
of  the  villaee,  and  the  Saltine  is 
nearly  11  ft.  higher  than  Brieg.  The 
miserable  and  poverty-stricken  inha- 
bitants are  in  consequence  obliged  to 
construct  very  considerable  dykes  to 
restrain  them,  but  even  these  defences 
are  liable  to  destruction  every  2  or  3 
years. 

The  desolation  which  the  torrents 
spread  over  the  £elds,  by  their  debris, 
wHl  attract  the  remark  of  every  tra- 
veller; and  the  evil  is  constantly  in- 
creasing, as  the  beds  of  the  torrents 
rise  as  fast  as  the  dykes  are  raised  to 
restrain  them,  tUl  they  flow  along  the 
top  of  a  colossal  aqueduct  or  wall  of 
loose  rocks,  which  the  road  ascends 
and  descends  like  a  hilL 

On  the  road  to  Brieg  glimpses  of 
the  Nesthom  and  the  fine  range  of 
peaks  in  its  neighbourhood  are  occa- 
sionally to  be  had,  as  the  road  passes 
opposite  the  narrow  glens  that  open 
into  that  little- visited  rang;e. 

The  ascent  of  the  Smiplon  ori- 
ginally began  at  Glys,  a  village  dis- 
tingfnished  by  its  lu'ge  church  and 
chamel  -  house  filled  with  skulls  I — 
10,000  at  a  rough  computation.  Now, 
however,  a  detour  of  about  1  m.  is 
made  to  pass  through 

Brieg — Inns:  Poste;  ♦H.  d'Angle- 
terre,  clean  and  good;  H.  du  Sm- 
plon.  Brieg  is  the  usual  halting-pUce 
of  travellers  before  or  after  crossing 
the  Simplon.  It  is  a  town  of  1014 
Inhab.,  situated  on  a  sunny  slope 
2460  ft.  above  the  sea,  by  the  side 


of  the  Saltine,  and  overlooking  the 
course  of  the  Bhone,  which  here 
makes  a  shan>  bend.  The  most  con- 
spicuous buildings  are,  the  ch&teau 
of  the  £Euuily  Stockalper,  whose  4 
turrets  are  crowned  witn  tin  cupolas, 
and  the  Jesuits^  College,  There  is  also 
an  Ursulme  ConvenL 

[The  upper  valley  of  the  Bhone 
above  Brieg  is  accessible  by  a  good 
carriage-road,  passing  the  Bhone  gla- 
cier, and  traversing  the  Pass  of  the 
Furca,  to  Andermatt,  on  the  St. 
Gotthard.  The  routes  to  the  Grimsel 
and  Gries,  to  the  ^ggischhom  and 
to  the  Bel  Alp,  4  hrs.'  walk  from 
Brieg  (bad  road,  but  grand  view  and 
good  Iwi\  are  in  Bte.  28.1 

Eor  the  passage  of  tne  Simplon 
voituriers  charge  from  60  to  70  fr. 
from  Brieg  to  Dome.  The  distance  is 
about  44  Eng.  m.  Travellers  wishing 
to  send  luggage  into  Italy  by  the 
diligence  must  consign  it  at  the  Post- 
office  on  the  evening  before.  The 
keys  must  be  sent  tied  or  fastened  to 
the  outside  of  each  piece  pf  luggage, 
otherwise  the  luggage  will  &  de- 
tained at  the  Italian  Custom-house 
at  Isella.    Lugs^age  often  miscarries. 

On  foot  the  mstance  may  be  short- 
ened, but  it  will  require  mil  12  hrs.' 
steady  walking.  The  footpaths  and 
short  cuts  require  a  guide.  N.B.  In 
September  the  diligence  does  not  reach 
the  finest  part  of  the  pass  till  dark. 

The  construction  of  a  route  over 
the  Simplon  was  decided  upon  by  Nar 

Soleon  immediately  after  tne  battle  of 
[arengo,  while  the  recollection  of  his 
own  dil^ult  passage  of  the  Alps  by 
the  Great  St.  Bernard  (at  that  time 
one  of  the  easiest  Alpine  passes)  was 
fresh  in  his  memory.  The  plans  and 
surveys  by  which  the  direction  of  the 
road  was  determined  were  made  by 
M.  Ceard,  and  a  large  portion  of  the 
works  was  executed  unaer  the  super- 
intendence of  that  able  engineer.  It 
was  commenced  on  the  ItaUan  side  in 
1800,  and  on  the  Swiss  in  1801.  It 
took  6  years  to  complete,  though  it 
was  barely  passable  in  1805,  and  more 
than  30,000  men  were  employed  on  it 
at  one  time.  To  give  a  notion  of  the 
Qolossal  nature  of  the  undertaking,  it 
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may  be  mentioned  that  the  number  of 
bridges,  great  and  small,  constructed 
for  the  passage  of  the  road  between 
Brieg  and  Sesto,  amounts  to  611,  in 
addition  to  the  far  more  vast  and 
costly  constructions,  such  as  terraces 
of  massive  masonry  miles  in  leng^; 
of  10  galleries,  either  cut  out  of  the 
living  rock  or  built  of  solid  stone; 
and  of  20  houses  of  refuge  to  shelter 
travellers,  and  lodge  the  labourers 
constantly  employed  in  taking  care  of 
the  road.  Its  breadth  is  throughout 
at  least  25  ft.,  in  some  places  30  ft, 
and  the  slope  nowhere  exceeds  1  in  13. 

To  use  the  eloquent  words  of  Sir 
James  Mackintosh,  *Hhe  Simplon  may 
be  safely  said  to  be  the  most  wonder- 
ful of  useful  works,  because  our  canals 
and  docks  surpass  it  in  utility,  science, 
and  magnituae,  but  they  have  no 
grandeur  to  the  eye.  Its  peculiar 
character  is,  to  be  tne  greatest  of  all 
those  monuments  that  at  once  dazzle 
the  imagination  by  their  splendour, 
and  are  subservient  to  genend  conve- 
nience.*' Excepting  the  Cenis,  this 
was  the  first  carnage-road  carried 
across  any  of  the  higher  passes  of  the 
Alps.  Its  cost  averaeed  about  5000/. 
a  mile.  In  England  the  average  cost 
of  tumnike-roads  is  1000/.  per  mile. 
It  was  tne  wonder  of  its  day  ;  but  the 
triumphs  of  modem  engineering  are 
^ater.  The  object  of  Napoleon  in 
Its  formation  is  well  marked  by  the 
question  which,  on  two  different  occa- 
sions, he  first  asked  of  the  engineer 
sent  to  him  to  report  progress — **  Le 
canon  quand  pourra-t-il  passer  au 
Simplon?" 

Tne  ascent  of  the  Simplon  begins  at 
once  from  Brieg.  About  ^  mile  above 
the  town  the  road  leaves,  on  the  rt,  the 
loffcy  covered  bridge  over  the  Saltine, 
now  little  used,  since  most  vehicles 
make  the  detour  by  Brieg  instead  of 
goinf  direct  to  or  from  Crlys,  whither 
this  bridge  conducts.  The  road  then 
makes  a  wide  sweep,  turning  away 
from  the  Glyzhom,  the  mountain 
which  bounds  the  valley  on  the  rt, 
towards  the  Breithom,  on  the  opposite 
side,  approachmg  a  little  hill  dotted 
with  white  chapels  and  crowned  by 
a  calvary.    It  then  again  approaches 


the  gorge  of  the  Saltine,  skirting  the 
verge  of  a  precipice,  at  the  bottom 
of  which  the  torrent  is  seen  at  a  vast 
depth,  forcing  its  way  among  black 
and  bristling  slate  rocks,  which  seem 
still  shattered  by  the  convulsion  which 
first  gave  a  passage  to  its  waters. 
At  the  upper  end  of  the  ravine,  high 
above  his  head,  the  traveller  may 
discern  the  glaciers  under  which  the 
road  is  earned,  but  which  he  will  re- 
quire at  least  3  ffood  hours  to  reach, 
on  account  of  the  sinuosities  of  the 
route.  Looking  back,  he  will  per- 
ceive the  vaUey  of  the  Rhone,  as  far 
as  Turtman,  spread  out  as  a  map 
at  his  feet;  Briee  and  Naters  remain 
lon^  in  sight  It  is  a  constant  pull 
agamst  the  collar  from  Brieg  to  the 
second  refuge.  Here  the  road,  car- 
ried for  some  distance  nearly  on  a 
level,  is  compelled  to  bend  round  the 
valley  of  the  Gantfier  until  it  can 
cross  the  torrent  which  traverses  it 
by  another  lofty  bridge,  called  Potti 
du  Oanther.  The  upper  end  of  this 
wild  ravine  is  subject  to  avalanches 
almost  every  winter,  the  snow  of  which 
nearly  fills  it  up,  and  reaches  some- 
times to  the  crown  of  the  arch.  This 
bridge  is  left  uncovered,  from  the  fear 
justly  entertained  by  the  engineers 
that  the  terrific  gusts  or  currents  of 
air  which  accompany  the  fall  of  an 
avalanche  might  blow  the  arch  en- 
tirely away,  were  much  resistance  of 
flat  timber-work  presented  to  it  The 
road  originally  traversed  a  gallery  cat 
in  the  rock  near  this,  but  it  has  "been 
removed.  After  crossing  the  biids«» 
the  road  turns  down  the  opposite  siife, 
and  then  ascends  by  a  zigzag  to  the 
third  refuge,  called 

Beresalf  or  Persal,  an /nn,- consisting 
of  2  buildmgs  connected  by  a  to3 
across  the  road,  where  16  post-horses 
are  kept,  affording  tolerable  fare  and 
beds.  It  msj  be  reached  in  2^  hours 
from  Brieg.  ^ 

The  first  gallery  which  the  road 
traverses  is  that  of  Schalbet,  95  fu 
long— 3920  ft  above  Orlys.  Near  this 
ana  hence  to  the  summit,  should  the 
sky  be  clear,  the  traveller's  attention 
wi  11  be  riveted  by  the  glorious  view 
of  the  Bernese  Alps^  whiSi  bound  th%> 


Switzerland,      route  59.— kjlacier  galleries,  hospice. 
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Valais  and  fonn  the  rt-hand  wall  of 
the  Y&Qey  of  the  Bhone.  The  flitter- 
in?  white  peaks  of  the  Breithoni, 
Aletsch-homer,  and  Yiescher-homer, 
are  magnifioent  objects  in  this  scene, 
while  below  them  two  strips  are  visible 
of  the  glaciers  of  Aletsch,  the  most 
extensive  in  the  Alps. 

Fifth  Refuge,  called  Schalbet. — 
"Here  a  picture  of  desolation  sur- 
rounds the  traveller.  The  pine  has 
no  longer  the  scanty  pittance  of  soil 
which  it  requires  for  nourishment; 
the  hardy  but  beautiful  Alpine  flower 
ceases  to  embellish  the  sterue  solitude; 
and  the  eye  wanders  over  snow  and 
glacier,  fractured  rock  and  roaring 
cataract,  relieved  only  by  that  stupen- 
dooB  monument  of  human  labour,  the 
road  itself,  winding  along  the  edges  of 
precipices,  penetrating  the  primeval 
granite,  striding  over  the  furious  tor- 
rent, and  burrowing  through  dark  and 
dripping  grottoes  beneath  accumulated 
masses  oi  ice  and  snow.'* — Johnson, 

The  portion  of  the  road  between 
the  fifth  refuge  and  the  summit  is  the 
most  dangerous  of  all,  at  the  season 
when  avalanches  fall  and  tourmentes 
arise,  on  which  account  it  is  provided 
with  6  places  of  shelter  viz.  3  gal- 
leries, 2  refuges,  and  a  hospice,  wiuin 
a  distance  of  not  more  than  1}  mile. 
The  head  of  the  gorge  of  Schalbet, 
a  wild  recess  in  the  flanks  of  the 
Monte  Leone,  is  filled  up  with  elaciers, 
beneath  which,  along  the  ec^  of  a 
yawning  abyss,  the  road  is  necessarily 
conducted.  These  fields  of  everlasting 
ice,  forming  the  Kaltwasser  glacier, 
in  the  heat  of  summer  feed  5  or  6 
furious  torrents,  the  sources  of  the 
Saltine,  and  in  winter  discharge  fre- 
quent avalanches  into  the  gulf  below. 
To  protect  ti^is  portion  of  the  road  3 
galleries,  called,  from  their  vicinity  to 
the  glaciers.  Glacier  Galleries,  partly 
excavated,  partly  built  of  masonry 
strongly  arched^  have  been  con- 
structeoL  By  an  ingenious  contriv- 
ance of  the  eng^eer,  they  serve  in 
places  as  brides  and  aqueducts  at 
the  same  time,  tne  torrents  being  con- 
ducted over  and  beneath  them  ;  and 
the  trayeller  is  surprised  to  find  his 
carriage  suddenly  driven  in  perfect 


safety     underneath    a    considerable 
waterfalL    These  galleries  have  been 


spnng 
over  their  roots. 

The  pedestrian,  ascending  from 
Brieg,  may  shorten  his  way  to  the 
summit  by  at  least  5  m.  by  following 
the  old  horse-track,  which  mounts  the 
gor^  of  the  Saltine,  and  entirely 
avoids  the  detour  to  Berisal.  The 
path  is  steep,  the  scenery  far  less 
mteresUng,  and  the  way  is,  or  was  a 
few  years  ago,  not  easy  to  find,  as  the 
old  path  had  in  some  places  be«n  car- 
ried away.  An  unpractised  moun- 
taineer goin^  without  a  guide  might 
easily  get  himself  into  serious  diffi- 
culties. 

A  simple  cross  of  wood,  a  few  yards 
above  the  Sixth  Refuge,  marks  the 
highest  summit  or  culminating  point  of 
the  road,  6580  ft  above  the  lev  A  of  the 
sea.    About  ^  a  mile  beyond  it  stands 
the  New  Hospice,  founded  by  Napo- 
leon for  the  reception  of  travellers, 
but  left  unfinished,  for  want  of  funds, 
untU  1840.    Externally  it  is  a  phun, 
solid  edifice,  containing  several  very 
neat  bed-rooms  for  masters,  a  draw- 
ing-room provided  with  a  piano,  a  re- 
fectory, a  chapel,  and  about  30  beds  for 
travellers  of  the  common  sort    N.  B. 
There  is  neither  com,  nor  hay,  nor 
stabling  for  horses.     It  is  much  more 
comfortable  than  the  hospice  on  the 
Great  St.  Bernard,  and  is  even  warmed 
with  a  heating  apparatus.    It  is  occu- 
pied by  3  or  4  brothers  of  the  Augus- 
tine order,  members  of  the  same  com- 
munity as  those  on  the  Great  St.  Ber- 
nard.    Several  of  the  celebrated  dogs 
of  St  Bernard   are  kept  here,  but 
they  are  rarely  employed  m  active  ser- 
vice.   The  monks  are  very  happy  to 
show  the  mansion  to  travellers,  and  to 
lodge  and  entertain  them.   Those  who 
can  afford  it  will  always  leave  behind 
them  remuneration  at  least  equivalent 
to  that  which  is  paid  at  an  inn.    The 
establishment  is  similar  to  that  on  the 
Great  St  Bernard,  except  that  it  is 
more  limited  in  extent  andnmds.  (See 
Rte.  135.) 
From   the    Hospice    a   high    and 
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ROUTE  69.— flIMPLON.      VALLEY  OP  GONDO. 


Sect  I. 


difficult  pass  leads  to  the  Saas  Thai. 
(Bte.  122.) 

A  large  open  valley  of  considerable 
extent,  bounded  by  snow-dad  heights, 
having  the  appearance  of  a  drained 
lake,  occupies  die  summit  of  the 
Simplon.  It  is  devoid  of  picturesque 
interest;  all  around  is  oarrenness, 
though  rhododendrons  and  coarse 
herbage  grow.  Below  the  road,  on 
the  rL,  stands  a  small  Tower,  the  ori- 

final  Hospice  before  the  new  one  was 
uilt.  A  gradual  but  continued  de- 
scent leads  past  the  Seventh  Befiige 
(ruined),  in  about  8  miles,  to  the  vu- 
lage  of 

Simplon  (ItaL  Sempione),  /nm;  H. 
Fletschhom,  far  the  best,  decent ;  Poste. 
Beware  of  attempts  to  detain  travel- 
lers on  pretence  that  horses  are  want- 
ing, and  to  prevent  their  resorting  to 
the  Fletschnom,  which  is  100  yds. 
lower  down  than  the  Poste.  The 
traveller  should  here  supply  himself 
with  a  wooden  sabot  to  save  the  iron 
drag  of  his  carriage,  during  the  con- 
tinual descent  of  3  or  4  hours. 

By  a  well-constructed  bend,  the 
traveller  reaches  the  GaUerie  cTAlgabt/f 
the  first  excavation  on  the  Italian  side, 
about  9  leagues  from  Brieg  and  5 
from  Domo  aOssola,  on  the  banks  of 
the  torrent  Doveria.  The  road  dives 
into  this  gallery,  and  then,  by  a  more 
gradual  slope,  enters  the  Gorge  of 
GondOf  one  of  the  grandest  and  most 
savage  in  the  Alps.  It  is  bounded  by 
slate  rocks,  whose  smooth  vertical 
sides  deny  support  to  any  vegetation. 
The  base  of  these  cliffs  and  the  bed 
of  the  stream  are  in  places  heaped  up 
with  shattered  fragments,  ruins  of 
the  mountains  above  ;  while  loosened 
masses  still  hanging  on  the  slope  seem 
to  threaten  the  passenger  below. 

The  Doveria  IS  now  crossed  by  a 
wooden  bridge  called  Ponte  Alto,  an 
approach  to  which  has  been  formed 
by  scarping  the  rock  with  gun- 
powder. Some  way  farther  a  project- 
ing buttress  of  rock  juts  out  from  the 
mountain  on  the  L,  and  seems  to 
block  up  all  farther  passage.  It  is 
perforated  by  a  tunnel  called  Gallery 
of  Gondo,  the  longest  out  through  solid 


rock  in  the  whole  line  of  the  Simplon, 
as  it  measures  596  feet ;  it  was  also 
the  most  difficult  and  costly  to  make, 
on  account  of  the  extreme  hardness 
of  the  rock.  The  miners  were  sus- 
pended by  ropes  to  the  face  of  the 
rock  until  a  lodgment  was  effected,  to 
commence  the  side  opening^,  which 
now  serve  to  light  the  interior.  Op- 
posite one  of  them  is  seen  the  inscrip- 
tion "  jEre  Itahy  1805.    Nap,  Imp." 

Close  to  the  very  mouth  of  this 
remarkable  ^Uer^  tne  roaring  water- 
fall of  the  JBVassinone  leaps  down 
from  the  rocks,  close  to  the  road, 
which  is  carried  over  it  on  a  beauti- 
ful bridge.  Mr.  Brockedon,  an  artist 
of  BkUl,  as  wen  as  a  traveller  of  ex- 
perience, remarks,  in  his  Excursions 
among  the  Alps,  that  the  scenery  of 
this  portion  of  the  Yal  Doveria,  in 
coining  from  Switaerland,  bursting 
suddenly  upon  the  traveller  as  he 
issues  from  the  gallery,  ''offers  per- 
haps the  finest  assemblage  of  objects 
to  excite  an  emotion  of  the  snbiiine, 
^at  is  to  be  found  in  the  Alps."  The 
traveller  should  pause  and  look  back 
after  proceeding  about  40  yards.  TIi^ 
rocks  rise  on  both  sides  as  straight 
as  walls,  attaining  the  summit  of  wild 
sublimity.  A  number  of  xigsags  now 
conduct  to  a  bridge  which  was  carried 
away  by  an  ai^anche  during  the 
dreadful  storm  which  ruined  a  gre^t 
part  of  the  Simplon  road,  on  the  24th 
of  August,  1834.  The  road  is  still  in 
places  very  narrow  and  in  bad  order. 

Gondo  (G-unz),  the  last  village  in 
the  Valais,  consists  of  a  few  mi^er^ 
able  huts,  grouped  round  a  singnlar. 
tall  building,  7  stories  high,  erected, 
like  the  tower  at  Simplon,  by  the  oki 
Brieg  family  Stockalper,  in  andeat 
days,  for  the  refiige  ot  travellos. 

An  hour's  walk  by  the  side  «f 
the  torrent,  which  falls  in  a  cascade 
down  the  rt-hand  wall  of  the  vaDev, 
leads  to  the  gold-mine  of  Zurich- 
bergen,  which,  though  it  barely  pro- 
duces a  few  particles  of  the  preckmj 
metal,  is  still  worked  in  the  h<^  of 
gain.  The  traveller  enters  Italv  a 
short  while  before  reaching  the  Pied- 
montese  village  of 
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laeUa  (Iwi  good  and  dean,  though 
small),  where  the  custom-house  and 
passport  office  are  situated. 

The  tempests  of  1834  and  1839  fell 
with  tremendous  violence  upon  this 
part  of  the  road,  which  they  destroyed 
for  a  space  of  nearly  8  n^.  Every  bridge 
of  stone  was  swept  away  ;  in  some  in- 
stances, even  the  materials  of  which 
the  bridge  was  built  disappeared,  and 
the  rery  place  where  it  stood  was 
not  to  be  recognised,  and  it  was  many 
years  before  the  road  was  repaired. 
The  GraUeiT  of  Isella^  a  narrow  arch 
of  rock  a  kttle  below  the  village,  was 
flooded  by  the  torrent  pouring  through 
it^  so  high  were  the  waters  swollen. 

Hereabouts  a  change  comes  over 
the  valley,  from  nakedness  to  the  rich 
green  foliage  of  the  chestnut,  which 
shades  the  road,  and  to  that  of  the 
dark  %i  which  clothes  the  summits  of 
the  hitherto  bare  mountains  above. 
The  last  gidlery  is  traversed  a  little 
before  reaching  Crevola,  where  the 
Dovena  is  crossed  for  the  last  time 
by  a  fine  lofty  bridge  of  2  arches, 
nearly  90  ft.  hk;h,  previous  to  its 
flowing  into  the  nver  Toecia,  or  Tosa, 
which  here  issues  out  of  the  Yal 
Formasza,  and  the  Yal  Yedro  termi- 
nates in  tiie  Yal  d'Ossola.  The  mule- 
path  firom  the  Ones  and  Grrimsel, 
passing  the  falls  of  the  Tosa  (Kte.  62), 
joins  £0  Simplon  route  at  Crevola 

It  is  now  that  the  traveller  really 
finds  l*imM>]f  in  a  diffiarent  region 
and  in  an  altered  climate  :  the  softer 
hues  of  earth  and  sky,  the  balmy  air, 
the  treOised  vines,  the  rich  juicy  stalks 
of  the  maize,  the  almost  deafi^nfl;  chirp 
of  the  g^rasshoppers  or  tree-cnckets, 
and,  at  night,  tne  equally  loud  croak- 
ings  of  the  firogs — ^the  white  villages, 
with  their  tail,  square  bell-towers, 
also  white,  not  only  scattered  thickly 
alonn^  the  valley,  but  perched  on 
every  little  jiltting  platform  on  the 
hill-sides — afl  these  proclaim  the  en- 
trance to  Italy. 

Vomo  ^Ossola  (Itms :  H.  dTEs- 
pagne,  good  and  clean,  fair  cuisine; 
*H.  de  V  ille  or  Ancienne  Poste),  an 
unimportant  town,  2480  Inhab.,  with 
no  interest,  save  that  it  is  Italian— in 


every  stone.  Houses  with  colonnades, 
streets  with  awnings,  shops  teeming 
with  sausages,  xaacaroni,  and  garlic, 
lazy-looking,  loitering  lazzaroni  in 
red  nightcaps,  and  bare,  mahogany- 
coloured  legs,  intermixed  with  mules, 
burly  priests,  and  females  veiled  with 
the  mantilla,  fill  up  the  picture  of  an 
Italian  town. 

There  is  a  Calvary  above  the  town 
worth  a  visit  by  ^ose  who  do  not 
intend  to  see  Yarallo. 

The  Hotel  Albasini,  highly  recom- 
mended as  a  pension  or  boarding- 
house,  stands  outside  the  town.  It  is 
resorted  to  on  account  of  the  baths  in 
summer. 

Omnibtu  daily  to  Pallanza. 

The  ascent  from  this  to  the  Hospice 
of  the  Simplon  occupies  7  hrs. 

Several  very  interesting  Excursions 
may  be  made  from  this  : 

a.  Up  the  lovely  Val  Anzaaca  (Bte. 
121),  by  Pi^  di  Mulera,  to  Yanzone 
and  Macugnaga. 

6.  To  the  Val  Yegezzo  (Rte.  112). 

c  To  the  Falls  of  the  Tosa,  26  m. 
(Rte.  62). 

d.  To  Masera  ;  the  ravines  near 
the  village  very  fine. 

6,  The  Lake  Megorzo  and  Fal- 
lanza. 

Dome  d'Ossola  to  Lago  Maggiore 
and  Arena  is  described  in  Rte.  111. 
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ROUTE  60. 

TURTMAN  TO  THE  JBQGISOHHORN, 
BT  THE  LOTSOHBATTEL. 


This  pass  may  well  be  combined 
with  either  of  the  passes  leading  from 
the  canton  of  Berne  into  the  Lotsch- 
thai  (Rtes.  35, 38),  or  it  may  be  taken 
by  any  lover  of  high  Alpine  scenery 
approaching  the  ^Smschhom  from 
Sion  or  Turtman.    Nowhere  can  a 
long  day's  journey  over  snow  and  ice 
be  accomplished  with  so  little  risk  or 
difficulty,  and  but  few  passes  lead 
tlurough  grander  scenery.    None  of 
the  established  precautions  for  glacier 
travelling  should,  however,  be  omitted. 
One  of  the  best  living  mountaineers 
had  a  very  narrow  escape  of  being 
lost  in  a  concealed  crevasse  on  the 
Lotschsattel  where    the  glacier  ap- 
peared absolutely  unbroken.    From 
Kippel  to  the  ^ggischhorn  is  a  tole- 
rably hard  day's  work;  but  it  is  said 
that  accommodation  can  be  as  well 
obtained  at  the  cur^s  of  Flatten  as 
at  the  curb's  of  Kippel.    If  so,  the 
day's  journey'  across  the  ice  will  be 
notably  <^ini^ed,  for  Flatten  is  1} 
hr.  higher  up  the  valley  than  Kip- 
pel.    with  tne  exception  of  a  small 
part   of  the  Lotschen    glacier,  the 
route  presents  no  difficulties.     In  a 
very  mvourable  state   of  the  snow 
the  whole  distance  may  be  performed 
in  about  10  hrs.;  but,  if  the  snow 
be  soft  and  deep,  2  or  3  hrs.  more 
may  be  required.    As  well  in  order 
to    get  over  the    ascent  before  the 
sun  nas  told  upon  the  snow,  *  as  to 
secure  daylight  m  case  of  bad  weather 
coming  on  upon  the  vast  snow-fields 
of  the  upper  Aletsch  glacier,  it  is 
advisable  to  start  very  early   from 
Kippel.    About  ^  hrs.  walking  by  a 
tolerably  good  path  up  the.  valley 
leads  to  the  point  on  tne  N.  side  of 
the  liOtsch  glacier  where  it  is  usual 
to  take  to  the  ice.    The  lower  and 


uppermost  parts  of  the  Lotschgletficher 
are  free  firom  difficulty,  but  the  middle 
part  is  a  good  deal  crevassed.  An 
experienced  guide  has  no  difficulty, 
however,  in  finding  his  way,  and  the 
summit  of  the  pass  or  LsttohsaHel  is 
reached  in  about  6  hrs.  from  KippeL 

The    scenery    here    is    extremely 
grand.    On  the  N.  side  of  the  Sattel 
IS  the  range  of  the  Gletscherhom  and 
Mittaghom,  neighbours  of  the  Jnng- 
frau;  to  the  S.  is  the  still    higher 
group  of  the  Aletschhom  and  Schien- 
horn.    An  easy  descent  leads  over 
gently  sloping  snow-fields  to  the  maiD 
stream  of  the  Aletsch  glacier.     If  not 
pressed  for  time,  the  traveller  will  do 
well  to  push  on  to  a  point  near  the 
centre  of  the  main  glacier  from  whence 
diverge  4  gpreatandnearly  equal  glacier 
highways,  each  about  2  m.  in  width, 
separating   the    surrounding    peaks. 
S.W.  is  the  glacier  which  has  just 
been  descended;  N.W.  is  the  bnmch 
from  the  Monch  Sattel,  between  the 
Jungfran  and  Monch;    N.E.  is  the 
glacier  coming  down  firom  the  Grun- 
hom-liicke,  between    the  Giiinhoni 
and  Wannehom,  over  which  lies  the 
way  to  the  ascent  of  the  Finsteraar- 
horn;  finally, to  the  S.E.de6C»ids  the 
great  ice-stream  which  carries  down 
the  united  drainage  of  the  other  three. 
These  vast  AUees  Blanches  are  sym- 
metrically placed  so  as   to   farm,  a 
cross,  or,  as  one  traveller  has  called 
it,  "The   Fkce  de  la  Condorde  of 
Nature."    The  guides,  if  they  Imov 
the  glacier  well,  will  not  fail  to  point 
out  a  mere  speck  in  the  rocks  on  th« 
1.  hand  in  descending  the  main  glacier, 
which   marks    the    position    of  thi' 
Faulbeig  Cave,   where    adveiituroa> 
travellers    bent    on    ascending    th** 
greater  peaks  around  usually  pass  the 
night.   On  reaching  the  cunous  Hai^ 
jelen  See  the  path  on  its  N.  bank  if 
followed,  and  a  slight  ascent  is  r^ 
quired  before  reaching  the  ifiggisch- 
hom  Hotel.    (See  Bte.  28.) 
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ROUTE  61. 

▼ISSCH    TO    CBODO,  IN    TAL    AMTIOO- 
BIO,  BT  THE  BINNEN  THAL.    - 

There  ig  no  frequented  pass  over 
the  range  separating  the  Valais  from 
Italy,  between  the  Simplon  (Rte.  59) 
and  the  Cries  Pass  (Rte.  62),  a  dis- 
tance of  aboTe  30  m.  This  portion  of 
the  main  chain  is  very  little  known 
to  strangers,  or  even  to  the  people 
of  the  v^lejs  on  either  side.  It  is, 
however,  passable  in  man^  directions, 
though  the  passes,  excepting  only  the 
Albrun,  are  known  only  to  a  few 
herdsmen  and  chamois-hunters.  The 
short  yalleys  of  £linnen  and  JRappejif 
which  fall  into  the  upper  valley  of  the 
Rhone  near  to  Bekingen  and  Aemen, 
are  uninhabited,  and  uninteresting  in 
point  of  scenery.  The  onl^r  consider- 
able valley  on  the  S.E.  side  is  the 
Binnen  Tkal,  which  pours  its  torrent 
into  the  Rhone  a  little  below  Laax. 
Aboat  3  hrs.  above  the  mouth  of  the 
valley  it  divides  into  2  branches  :  the 
main  branch,  mounUng  nearly  due 
£.,  preserves  its  name ;  the  southern 
branch  is  called  the  HeUigenkreutz  Thal^ 
from  the  hamlet  of  Hinligenkreutx, 
vrhere  there  is  a  chapel  resorted  to 
by  pilgrims.  At  the  fork  of  the  main 
▼alley  is  placed  the  village  of  Bmnen, 
vrhere  rough  quarters  for  the  niffht 
may  be  obtained.  Both  the  branches 
above  mentioned  are  formed  by  the 
union  of  smaller  streams,  each  of  them 
leading  to  a  pass  over  the  chain. 
4  of  uiese  passes  deserve  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

a.  The  Albmn  Pass,  the  most 
easterly  of  the  4,  is  also  the  easiest 
and  the  most  circuitous  for  travellers 


bound  for  Crodo,  though  the  most  di- 
rect for  those  who  wish  to  reach  For- 
mazza  and  the  Falls  of  the  Tosa. 

By  this  pass  there  is  a  paved  track, 
passable  for  horses,  from  Laax  to 
Crodo.  The  summit  is  a  table^land, 
wild  and  dreary  in  aspect.  The  track 
to  the  Val  Devero  and  Crodo  doubles 
back,  and,  having  been  hitherto  nearly 
due  E.,  now  turns  to  the  W.  of  S. 
From  die  plateau  it  is  possible  to  de- 
scend by  a  steep  track,  passing  the 
lake  and  valley  of  Lebendue,  to  For- 
massa  (Rte.  62). 

b.  The  most  direct  course  from 
Binnen  to  the  Val  Devero  is  by  the 
Col  delta  Rossa,  It  is  said  to  present 
no  difficulties,  and  joins  the  route  of 
the  Albrun  at  the  chftlcts  of  Ponte,  at 
the  head  of  the  Yal  Devero. 

c.  A  more  interesting,  but  longer 
and  more  fettigning  path,  is  that  by  the 
Krieg  Alp,  passing  close  to  a  remark- 
able tower  of  rock,  conspicuous  frt>m 
the  ^ggischhom,  called  the  Kriegalp- 
stock.  The  valley  of  HeUigenkreutz 
forks  at  the  village  of  the  same  name ; 
the  S.  branch,  leading  to  the  Krieg 
Alp  Pass,  is  followed  up  to  the  base 
of  the  Kriegalpstock.  The  path  is 
not  difficult,  but  is  ill  marked,  and 
might  easily  be  missed  without  a 
guide.  From  the  summit  there  is  a 
steep  descent,  with  rocks  on  eiUier 
side,  until  the  head  of  a  gully  or  ra- 
vine is  reached,  onthert»  sSe  of  which 
the  descent  is  not  difficult.  There  is 
nojrassage  to  the  1. 

These  3  routes  meet  at  the  ch41ets 
of  Ponte,  from  whence  there  is  a 
paved  mule-path  down  the  VcU  De- 
vero, fatiguing  enough  to  the  feet. 
The  scenery  is  very  beautiful.  About 
half-way  there  was  a  little  country  Inn, 
called  the  Osteria  di  Devero,  where  a 
bed  could  be  had;  but  this  had  been 
closed  in  1859,  and  the  Editor  has 
not  learned  whether  it  has  been 
since  re-opened.  Before  reaching 
Croveo,  the  first  village,  a  stream  is 
passed  on  the  1.,  which  descends  from 
an  upland  glen,  inhabited  by  a  pe- 
culiar German-speaking  community. 
Their  village  is  <»lled  Jgaro,  or  Ager. 
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Passmg  through  fice  woods  of  chesnnt 
and  walnut,  Sie  path  falls  into  the 
road  of  the  Val  Antigorio  a  little 
above  Craoeggia,  where  poor  quarters 
and  civil  treatment  are  to  be  found. 
About  2  m.  farther  is  Crodo  (see  Bte. 
62).  It  is  a  long  day's  walk  to  reach 
Crodo  from  Viesch  bj  any  of  these 
passes.  By  the  Albrun  the  distance 
may  be  accomplished  in  12  hrs.'  steady 
walking  ;  the  route  by  the  Krieg  Alp 
requires  IS  or  14  hrs.;  that  by  the 
Col  della  Rossa  may  (it  is  said)  be 
accomplished  in  2  or  3  hrs.  I6ss  time. 

d.  To  the  lovers  of  high  Alpine 
scenery  the  most  interesting  pass  out  of 
the  Binnen  Thai  is  that  of  the  Bitter  or 
Jtoocarecoio  PoM^reachedfrom  Heiligen- 
kreutz  by  following  the  S.W.  branch 
of  the  valley,  called  the  Matti  Thai. 
A  little  above  the  village  this  again 
divides  into  2  short  valleys,  or  rather 
ravines,  of  which  the  one  leading  S.W., 
called  the  OM>el  Thal^  is  followed  up 
a  steep  but  not  difficult  ascent.  When 
the  traveller  has  reached  what  he  had 
supposed  to  be  the  summit  of  the 
pass,  at  the  head  of  this  valley,  he 
finds  himself  at  the  lower  extremity 
of  an  immense  amphitheatre  or  cirque, 
about  jf  m.  in  diameter,  and  sur^ 
rounded  by  nearly  vertical  walls  of 
rock,  whose  strata  lie  in  horizontal 
lines,  like  courses  of  masonry,  to  a 
height  of  1000  or  1200  ft  This  wall 
is  scaled  about  the  centre  of  the  am- 
phitheatre by  a  stifF  scramble,  and  the 
true  summit  of  the  Posso  del  Boocareo 
do  (about  9500  ft.  in  height)  is  finally 
attained.  On  advancing  a  short  dis- 
tance on  the  S.  side,  the  traveller  is 
astonished  to  find  himself  at  the  sum- 
mit of  another  amphitheatre,  still 
more  colossal  in  its  proportions. 
A  nearly  ciroular  space,  about  3  m. 
in  diameter,  is  surrounded  by  the 
highest  peaks  of  this  portion  of  the 
chain  —  the  Hillhom,  Bortelhom, 
Furkebaum;  and,  chief  of  them  all, 
the  Monte  Leone.  From  the  gaps 
between  these  peaks  5  glaciers  de* 
scend,  and  here  and  there  steep  slopes 
of  snow  rest  against  the  walls  of  the 
amphitheatre,  It  is  by  one  of  these 
snow-slopes  that  the  descent  is  acoom- 


plished,  fbr  the  rocks  are  too  steep 
to  be  anywhere  practicable.  Several 
groups  of  ch&lets  rest  in  the  compara- 
tively level  space' at  the  bottom  of  the 
Cirqae,  The  chief  of  these,  where 
there  is  a  small  chapel,  is  called  San 
Giacomo ;  another  group,  higher  up, 
is  called  the  Alpc^  Veglia.  If  the  tra- 
veller has  started  in  the  morning  from 
Viesch  or  Laax,  he  will  probably  find 
it  necessarv  to  sleep  at  these  chAlets ; 
but,  if  he  has  made  Binnen  his  start- 
ing point,  he  may  push  on  to  better 
quarters,  taking  one  of  the  herdsmen 
as  guide,  unless  he  be  already  well 
provided.  If  so  disposed,  he  may  re- 
turn into  Switzerland  by  the  glacier 
which  descends  into  the  amphitheatre 
from  the  N.  side  of  the  Monte  Leooe, 
over  which  it  is  said  that  the  Simplon 
road  is  reached  a  short  way  below  the 
Hospice,  without  encountering  any 
serious  difficulty.  In  the  opposite, 
or  due  E.  direction,  there  is  a  passage 
to  the  Val  Bondoler,  a  wild,  unin- 
habited glen,  leading  into  the  Val  De- 
vero,  a  few  miles  above  Croveo.  The 
easiest  course,  however,  is  to  descend 
the  valley  through  which  the  Che- 
rasca  torrent  rushes  down  to  intersect 
the  road  of  the  Simplon  near  to  Isella. 
The  passes  above  noticed  deserve 
more  attention  than  they  have  yet 
received.  The  Val  Devero  abounds 
in  fine  waterfalls  and  in  picturesqfue 
points  of  view.  The  entire  range  is 
extremely  interesting  to  the  geologist. 


SwUzerkmd.    route  62. — pass  of  ths  ories.    to6A  falls. 
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ROUTE  62. 

PASS  OF  THE  aiOES: — 0BBB-GE8TELN 
TO  DOXO  D'OBSOLA,  BT  THE  VAL 
VOBMAZZA  (POIOCATX  AND  THE 
FALU3  OF  THE  T06A. 


ObCT43c8teln  to 
Falls  of  Tom  CMdle) 
Andermatten     „ 
Pnmia  (char)      .    • 
Domo  (carrkge)  .    . 


U   ,. 
11  miles 
16     . 


A  guide  is  necessanr  over  the  Col 
as  £bit  as  Fmthyal,  or  &e  maj  be  dis- 
missed safely  when  von  have  de- 
soei|ded  from  the  Col  f  hr.  Thus  he 
may  fi;et  home  the  same  day,  aad 
badc-hire  be  saved. 

It  Is  a  mole-path,  not  dangerous, 
though  it  crosses  a  glacier,  except  in 
bad  weather,  when  there  is  much  snow 
on  the  col,  Imt  rather  lone  and  fatifu- 
ing.  The  trareUer  who  folIowsitwiJlbe 
rewarded  by  scenes  of  much  wildness 
and  grandeur  in  the  Val  Antigorio 
and  JFormazza.  The  pass  is  quite 
practicable  for  ladies,  who  may  ride 
across  the  glacier,  which  is  unusually 
ft-ee  from  crevasses. 

16  hrs.  walk  or  ride,  Andermatten, 
on  the  Italian  side  of  the  Pass,  the 
best  halting-place.  The  Baths  of 
Crodo  are  tolerably  good  quarters. 

In  crossing  the  Nufenen  or  Gries 
from  Brieg  it  is  useless  to  go  to  Ober- 
Gesteln.  The  traveller  ascending  the 
Valais  can  pass  the  Bhone by  abridge 
a  little  above  Munster  (/nn  eood),  and 
reach  the  Eeinenthal  in  an  hour.  The 
distance  to  uie  pass,  however,  is  more 
by  3  or  4  m.  than  from  Ober-Ges- 

teln. 

Below  Oher-QesUln  rRte.  28)  a 
bridge  leads  across  the  Khone,  and 
the  path  follows  the  1.  bank  as  &r  as 


the  village  Im  Loch,  where  it  turns 
to  the  L,  and  begins  to  ascend  the 
Eginenthal,  a  barren  and  uninterest- 
ing valley,  orossiog  the  stream  of  the 
Eguien  above  a.  pretty  cascade  80  ft. 
high.  A  hard  climb  of  about  2  hrs., 
first  through  larch-wood,  then  across 
a  sterile,  stony  tract,  and  finally  over 
a  little  plain  of  green  meadow,  dotted 
with  the  chAlets  of  Egina,  brings  the 
traveller  to  the  foot  of  the  final  and 
most  difficult  ascent  Near  this  point 
a  path,  striking  off  on  the  1.,  leads 
over  the  pass  of  the  Niifenen  (Bte. 
63)  to  Airolo.  Here  vegetation  ceases, 
snow  appears  first  in  patches,  and  at 
last  the  fflader  blocks  up  the  termi- 
nation of  the  valley,  and  the  path 
makes  a  short  cut  over  an  elbow  of  it. 
It  takes  about  20  min.  to  cross.  The 
directum  of  the  path  over  it  is  marked 
by  2  or  3  poles  stuck  upright  in  the 
ice.  Along  the  crest  of  the  mountain 
runs  the  frontier  line  separating  Swits- 
erland  from  Italy.  The  summit  of  the 
pass  is  8340  ft  above  the  sea. 

In  clear  weather  a  magnificent  view 
presents  itself  from  this  point  of  the 
chain  of  Bernese  Alps.  The  descent 
on  the  Italian  side  of  the  pass  (as 
usual  among  the  Alps)  is  steeper  than 
on  the  N.;  it  is  also  more  difficult 
The  upper  part  of  the  Piedmontese 
valley  of  Formaisa,  or  Frutval,  pre- 
sents four  distinct  stages  or  pla^orms, 
separated  by  steep  steps,  or  clips,  from 
each  other.  The  first  is  called  Bettel- 
matt;  the  second  Morast  (morass),  on 
which  the  miserable  group  of  chAlets 
called  Kehrbfichi  (the  highest  winter 
habitations)  are  situated.  The  third 
is  Auf  der  Fruth,  with  another  hamlet 
of  chalets,  and  a  small  chapeL  Before 
reaching  it,  the  traveller  tails  in  with 
the  river  Toocia,  or  Tosa,  which  rises 
in  the  upper  extremity  of  the  vidley, 
and  terminates  in  the  Lago  Maggiore. 
Beyond  the  hamlet  the  path  crosses 
to  the  1.  bank  of  the  stream,  and, 
descending  the  fourth  steep  declivity, 
arrives  at  the 

Falls  of  the  Tosa  (a  noor  Inn 
here),  the  approach  to  which  has 
for  some  time  previously  been  pro- 
claimed by  the  mcreasing  roar  or  the 
water.    It  is  one  of  the  most  remark- 
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able  cataracts  among  the  Alps,  less 
on  account  of  its  form  than  for  its 
vast  volume  of  water,  in  which  it 
is  surpassed  only  by  that  of  the 
Schaffhausen.  It  does  not  descend  in 
one  leap,  but  in  a  succession  of  steps, 
forming  an  uninterrupted  mass  of 
white  foam  for  a  length  of  perhaps 
1000  fL,  while  the  entire  perpen- 
dicular descent  is  not  much  less  than 
500.  Seen  from  below,  it  has  a  trian- 
gular appearance;  above,  not  more 
than  80  f  L  wide,  and  expanding  gra- 
dually to?rards  the  bottom.  It  is  the 
only  Swiss  fall  combining  great  height 
with  a  large  body  of  water. 

2  m.  below  the  Falls  is  the  village 
of  Fruthvald,  situated  on  the  4th  pla- 
teau. 2  m.  farther  are  the  villages  of 
Gurf  (Grovello)  and  Zurosteg  (Al 
Ponte).  Peter  Sillie,  of  Frutval,  is 
said  to  be  a  good  guide.  The  inhabit- 
ants of  the  upper  part  of  the  valley, 
as  &r  as  Foppiano,  are  of  German 
descent,  speaking  that  languaee,  and, 
according  to  tradition,  descendants  of 
a  colony  from  the  Entlebuch.  Owing 
to  this  intermixture  of  languages, 
almost  all  the  villages  have  a  German 
as  well  as  Italian  name. 

Andermatten,  about  25  m.  from 
Domo.  *Inn :  lUSssel  (GavaUo  Bianco), 
clean  but  rough.  Here  is  the  principal 
church  of  the  valley. 

[From  the  head  of  the  Val  For- 
mazza  there  is  a  pass,  called  the  Passo 
di  S.  Giacomo,  by  which  travellers 
from  Domo  d'Ossola  or  the  Simplon 
to  the  St  Gothard  may  reach  Airolo, 
by  Hospital  all'  Acqua  in  the  Val 
Bedretto.  A  mule-track,  often  faintly 
marked,  leaves  the  Tosa  just  above 
the  fkUs,  and  leads  in  about  4  hrs.  to 
the  poor  inn  at  H.  all'  Aoqua  (Rte. 
63).  When  free  from  clouds  the  view 
of  the  Gothard  range  from  the  top 
must  be  fine.  Another  track,  stiU 
less  frequented,  leads  frt>m  Formassa 
to  Locarno  on  the  Lago  Maggiore,  by 
the  Val  Magevi.  It  takes  8  hrs. 
walking  by  a  fiitiguing  path  over  the 
Oriner  Furca  (7837  ft.)  to  reach  Cevio 
in  Val  Maggia.    1  hr.  farther  amidst 


fine  scenery  is  Big^nasco  (/nn.  Post), 
from  whence  a  country  diligence  daily 
starts  for  Locarno  (3^  hrs.).] 

The  lower  part  of  the  vale  of  the 
Tosa  abounds  in  exquisite  scenery. 
The  Gorge  of  Foppiano  (Germ.  Unier- 
Stalden),  5  m.  below  Andermatten,  is 
particularly  gprand.  Lower  down  it 
expands,  and  displays  all  the  softer 
beauties  of  high  cultivation,  luxuriant 
vegetation,  and  thick  population. 

Char-road  begins. 

Below  the  viSage  called  PrenUa,  3( 
hrs.  from  Andermatten,  where  there 
is  a  small  Inn  (All*  Agnello),  a  stream 
descending  from  the  W.  joins  the 
Tosa,  and  the  valley  changes  its  name 
into  Val  Antigorio. 

**  The  savage  grandeur  of  the  Val 
Formassa,  down  which  the  river  takes 
its  passage,  and  the  delicious  r^ion 
through  which  it  rolls  in  the  VhI 
Antigorio,  cannot  be  painted  in  text 
glowmg  colours.  In  these  high  val- 
leySf  fully  exposed  to  the  power  of 
the  summer  sun,  there  is  truly  a 
*  blending  of  all  beauties.'  The  vine, 
the  fig,  and  the  broad-leafed  cheat- 
nut,  and  other  proofs  of  the  luxuri- 
ance of  the  sod  of  Italy,  present 
themselves  everywhere  to  the  eye, 
intermixed  with  the  grey  blocks  rest- 
ing on  the  flanks  and  at  the  feet  of 
the  high  granite  ridge,  out  of  whose 
recesses  you  have  not  as  yet  escaped. 
Instead  of  the  weather-stained  and 
simple  habitation  of  the  hardy  Val- 
laisan,  sheltered  by  the  black  belt  of 
forest,  upon  which  fdone  I  had  glanced 
yesterday,  I  now  saw,  on  the  southern 
declivity  of  the  same  range,  the  sub- 
stantial Italian  structure,  with  its 
regular  outline,  and  simple  yet  bean- 
tiral  proportion,  and  the  villa,  the 
handsome  church,  or  the  stone  cot- 
tage, surrounded  by  its  girdle  of 
vines— the  vine  not  in  its  stiff  and 
unpicturesque  Swiss  or  Rhenish  dress, 
but  the  true  vine  of  Italy  and  of 
poetry,  flinnng  its  pliant  and  luxu- 
riant  branches  over  the   mstio 


randa,  or  twining  its  long  gsrland 
from  tree  to  tree.'^Xatro^ 

This  charming  valley  is  the  chosen 
retreat  of  numerous  retired  citizens, 
such  as  bankejrs,  jewellers,  &c.,  who 


SwUzerUmd.         route  63. — pass  op  the  nufenen. 

have  built  themselves  Tillas  in  it. 
The  mica-slate  rocks  occurring  near 
Premia  and  San  Michele  are  stuck  as 
full  of  red  garnets  as  a  pudding  is  with 
plums.  There  are  several  timber-slides 
for  bringing  down  trees  from  the  high 
forests.  The  trees  are  floated  down  the 
Tosa,  and  thus  conyejed  to  Milan. 
An^  excellent  carriage-road,  finely 
engineered  (viaduct),  has  been  carried 
up  to  Premia  from  Domo  d'Ossola, 
4^  hrs.  good  walking. 
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(Tor  passes  between  the  Val  An- 
tigorio  and  Viesch  in  the  Valaia  see 
Rte.  61.] 

^  At  Crodo  (Germ.  Crot)  (/»«.  Leone 
d'Oro)  is  the  Italian  Custom-house.  2 
m-  below  Crodo,  2*  hrs.'  walk  below 
Premia,  are  the  Baths  of  Crodo^  a 
large  and  well-furnished  house,  opened 
1848 :  charge  en  pension  5  frs.  a-daj, 
baths  extra.  Tne  establishment  is 
not  very  well  managed,  and  passing 
travellers  are  charged  unreasonably. 
The  waters  contain  iron.  A  spring 
rises  in  the  gardens.  Near  this  are 
gold-mines.  Carriages  and  horses 
may  be  hired  here. 

Below  Crodo  the  carriage  -  road 
crosses  the  river  twice  before  it  reaches 
San  Marco,  and  then  enters  the  iS'tm- 
pion  rood,  at  the  lofty  and  beautiAil 
bridge  of  Crevola,  near  the  Ceme- 
tery, at  the  junction  of  the  Vedro 
with  the  Tosa.    (Bte.  59.) 

3  m.  farther  on  lies  Domo  d*Ossola. 
(Bte.  59.) 


ROUTE  63. 

PASS  OF  THE  NiJFENEN  (NOVENA),  FROM 
OBEROESTELN  TO  AUtOLO. 

9  hours  ess  26  Eng.  m.     This  is 
neither  a  difficult  nor  a   very  fine 

Eass.  The  way  is  tolerably  clear,  and 
jr  travellers  accustomed  to  moun- 
tains might  in  fine  weather  be  found 
without  a  guide.  It  is  a  horsepath, 
ascending  the  vale  of  Eginen,  as  in 
Bte.  62,  but,  before  reaching  the  Ories 
Glacier,  turns  to  the  L,  and  crosses 
the  ridge  of  the 

Niifmeny  8022  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level.  Unlike  the  summit  of  the 
Gries,  which  is  covered  with  a  glacier, 
this  pass  has  g^ass  on  its  very  top, 
which  commands  a  fine  view  of  the 
S.  side  of  the  Bernese  Oberland 
mountains.  The  summit  is  a  ridge, 
requiring  20  min.  to  cross,  the  highest 

?art  bemg  on  the  Valaisan  side. 
%e  path  across  is  marked  by  poles. 
There  is  at  times  a  good  deal  of  snow 
on  the  other  side.  The  path  descends 
into  the  Val  Bedretto,  in  places 
faintly  marked,  and  scarcely  aistin- 
gaishable  from  tracks  of  cattle.  On 
the  S.  slope  of  the  pass  one'  of  the 
branches  of  the  river  Ticino  takes  its 
rise.  The  path  descends  along  its  L 
bank  to  the 

Hospice  aiT  Aequo,  a  house  of  refuee 
to  acconmiodate  travellers,  5000  ft. 
above  the  sea,  dirty  and  flail  of 
fleas,  3  hrs.  walk  from  Airolo.  The 
Hospitalier  is  a  good  guide.  A  path 
ascending  rapidly  through  the  rough 
pine  forest,  crosses  tide  valley  from 
this  S.  into  the  Yal  Formazza  to  the 
Falls  of  the  Tosa,  di  hrs.'  walk  (see 
Bte.  62).  The  Val  Bedretto,  from  its 
elevation^  has  but  an  inhospitable  cli- 
mate; long  winters,  and  frosts  not 
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uncommonly  in  the  height  of  summer, 
morning  and  eyening.  It  is  clothed 
with  forests  and  pastures,  from  which 
its  612  inhabitants  deriye  support  in 
summer;  while  in  winter  the  males 
migrate  to  Italy,  to  seek  employment 
as  senrants.  It  is  flanked  on  either 
side  with  glaciers,  and  is  dreadfully 
exposed  to  avalanches  (}  17).  The 
masses  of  fallen  snow  often  remain 
unmelted  on  the  margin  of  the  Ticino 
till  the  end  of  September.    At 

Bedretto  (small  Jnn),  the  principal 
hamlet,  the  church-tower,  wnich  has 
been  once  swept  away,  along  with  the 
parsonaee,  is  now  protected  by  an 
auffular  buttress,  directed  towara  the 
side  from  which  the  avalanches  fall, 
so  as  to  break  and  turn  them  away. 
The  valley  leading  to  Airolo  is  very 
pleasing.  In  the  lower  part  of  the 
valley  a  scanty  crop  of  rye  is  grown. 

Airolo,  in  Bte.  34. 


Bouie  reoersacL — From  Airolo   the 

Sath,  which  is  good  and  partly  paved, 
escends  to  the  river,  crosses  it,  and 
ascending  to  Villa  recrosses  the  river, 
and  chiefly  through  fields  reaches 

Bedretto,  Here  the  river  is  crossed  and 
recrossed  to  (1  hr.  20  min.)  Hospice  all' 
Acqua.  Thence  to  the  highest  chalets 
1  hr.,  and  to  the  commencement  of 
the  summit  1  hr.  20  min. ;  2  hrs.  40 
min.  to  the  top  of  the  pass.  A  descent 
of  30  min.  leads  into  the  Gries  p«ith  ; 
n  hrs.  Miinster  (Bte.  28).  Total, 
8  hrs.  50  min. 


ROUTE  66. 

ZURICH  TO  ROBSCHACH,  BY  ST.  OATX 
— ^RAILWAY. 

Zfirich  to  Eng.  m. 

Winterthur  (Rte. »)  .     .    I6i 

Wyl m 

Flawyl 2t 

St  6aU 36 

Rorachach 4fi 

3  Trains  daily  in  about  4}  hrs.  This 
rhr.  is  continued  to  Coire  (Bte.  66). 
The  possible  continuation  of  thu 
line  over  the  Lukmanier  pass  seems 
the  most  feasible  of  all  projects  for 
crossing  the  Alps  by  rly. 

ZUrich  in  1  hr.  to 

Winterthw  Jvnct  Stat.,  in  Bte.  9. 

The  rly.  hereleaves  the  Bomanshom 
line  and  foUows  the  valley  of  the  T5ss 
as  far  as  Elgg  7  m. ;  6  m.  farther  it 
crosses  the  Murg  and  reaches 

Wyl  Stat,  a  town  of  2000  Inhab. 
with  several  convents  (Inn:  Sch&n- 
thai) ;  cotton-spinning;  view  of  Sentis ; 
it  then  crosses  the  Tliur  river  on  a 
lattice  bridge  448  ft  long,  and  beyond 
Flawyl  Stat.  (/«n;  Bossli)  the  valley 
of  the  Glatt  by  a  lattice  bridee  of  o 
arches  380  ft  long  and  120  ft.  high. 

Bruggen  Stat.  8  m.  from  St.  Gall 
the  vauey  of  the  Sitter  is  crossed  by  & 
wrought  iron  lattice  Bridge,  of  clever 
device,  560  ft.  long,  in  4  arches  or  spanrs 
It  is  raised  upon  cast-iron  piers  2u0  ft. 
above  the  river,  resting  on  stone  foun- 
dations. 

L  Lower  down  the  stream  is  the 
Krdtzeren  Brucke,  of  2  fine  stone 
arches,  erected  1810. 

A  longTunnelis  then  passed  througli 
close  to 

St  Gall  Stat.  (St  Gallen).  — /ms 
*Hecht  (Brochet,  Zehnder's),  excel- 
lent, good  cuisine;  Lion,  very  good, 
and  thoroughly  comfortable  ;  Bosali 
(Cheval).  A  convenient  place  t' 
make  excursions  from. 

St  Gall,  capital  of  the  canton,  m 
situated  in  an  elevated  valley  on  the 
banks  of  a  small  stream  called  tht^ 
Steinach,  208 1  ft.  above  the  sea.  Poa 
1 5,000  (4900  Boman  Catholics).  It  u 
one  pf  the  principal  seats  of  mana- 
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fiustniingindastrymSwitaerland.  The 
numufiicture  of  Swiaa  musliru  is  the 
zQost  flourishing;  but  the  spiiming 
of  cotton  is  also  rapidly  increasing. 
There  are  extensive  bleacheries  in  the 
town,  and  the  neighbouring  slopes  are 
white  with  webs.  The  embroidered 
curtains  and  ladies'  collars  are  verj 
pretty  and  cheap  here. 

The  antique  walls,  however,  which 
partly  surround  the  town,  and  the 
ditch,  now  converted  into  gardens, 
recall  to  mind  the  ancient  history  of 
St.  GalL  In  the  early  part  of  the 
7  th  cent  St.  Gallus,  an  Irish  monk, 
left  his  convent  in  the  island  of  lona, 
one  of  the  Hebrides,  and,  after  tra- 
velling over  a  large  part  of  Europe 
conyerting  the  heathens,  finally  set- 
tled on  the  banks  of  Uie  Steinach, 
then  a  wilderness  buried  in  prinuBval 
woods,  of  which  bears  and  wolves 
seemed  the  rightful  tenants  rather 
than  men.  He  taught  the  wild  peo- 
ple around  the  arts  of  agriculture,  as 
well  as  the  doctrines  of  true  religion. 
The  humble  cell  which  the  Scotch 
missionary  had  founded  became  the 
noclens  oi  civilization :  and  fifty  years 
after  his  death,  when  the  fame  of  his 
sanctity,  and  the  miracles  reported  to 
have  been  wrought  at  his  tomb,  drew 
thousands  of  pi^prims  to  the  spot,  it 
waa  replaced  by  a  more  magnificent 
edifice,  founded  under  the  auspices  of 
Pepin  I'H^ristaL  This  abbey  was 
one  of  the  oldest  ecdesiasticid  esta- 
blishments in  Germany.  It  became 
the  asylum  of  learning  during  the 
dark  ages,  and  was  the  most  cele- 
brated school  in  Europe  between  the 
8th  and  10th  centuries.  Here  the 
works  of  the  authors  of  Bome  and 
Greece  were  not  only  read  but  copied; 
and  we  owe  to  the  labour  of  these  ob- 
scure monks  many  of  the  most  valu- 
able classical  authors,  which  have  been 
preserved  to  modem  times  in  MSS., 
treasured  up  in  the  Abbey  of  St.  Gall ; 
among  them  Quintilian,  Silius  Itali- 
cns,  A'wwi*"  Marcellinus,  and  part  of 
Cicero,  may  be  mentioned.  About 
the  banning  of  the  13th  century  St. 
Gall  lost  its  reputation  for  learning, 
as  its  abbots  exchanged  a  love  of  piety 
and  knowledge  for  worldly  ambition, 


and  the  thirst  fbr  political  inflnenoe 
and  territorial  rule.  The  desire  of 
security,  in  those  insecure  times,  first 
inducea  the  abbot  to  surround  his 
convent  and  the  adjoining  building 
with  a  wall  and  ditch,  with  13  towers 
at  intervals.  This  took  place  at  the 
end  of  the  10th  century,  and  from 
that  time  may  be  dated  the  founda- 
tion of  the  town.  He  and  his  100 
monks  of  the  Benedictine  order 
thought  it  no  disgrace  to  sally  forth, 
sword  in  hand  and  helmet  on  head, 
backed  by  their  200  serfs,  in  the  hour 
of  danger,  when  the  convent  was 
threatened  by  ungodly  laymen.  The 
donations  of  pious  pugrims  from  all 
parts  of  Europe  soon  augmented  enor- 
mously the  revenues  of  the  abbots. 
They  became  the  most  considerable 
territorial  sovereigns  in  N.  Switzer- 
land ;  l^eir  influence  was  increased 
by  their  elevation  to  the  rank  of 
princes  of  the  empire  ;  they  were  en- 
gaged in  constant  wars  with  their 
neighbours,  and  were  latterly  entan- 
gled in  perpetual  feuds  with  their  sub- 
jects at  home.  These  bold  burehers, 
who,  in  the  first  instance,  owed  their 
existence  and  prosperity  to  the  con- 
vent, became,  in  the  end,  restive  un- 
der its  rule.  In  the  beginning  of  the 
15th  century  the  land  of  Appenzell 
threw  off  the  yoke  of  the  aJouoi ;  at 
the  Reformation  St  Gall  itself  became 
independent  of  him;  and  in  1712  the 
ecclesiastical  prince  was  obliged  to 
place  the  convent  under  the  protec- 
tion of  those  very  citizens  whose  an- 
cestors had  been  his  serfs. 

The  French  Bevolution  caused  the 
secularization  of  the  abbey,  and  the 
sequestration  of  its  revenues  followed 
in  1805.  The  last  abbot,  Pancratius 
Forster,  died  in  1829,  a  pensioner  on 
the  bounty  of  others,  in  the  convent 
of  Muri. 

The  Abbey  Church  (cathedral  since 
1840),  of  Italian  architecture,  was 
completely  rebuilt  1766;  it  possesses, 
in  the  Treasury  or  Sacristy,  some 
antique  relics — the  bell  of  the  original 
hermitage,  ch.  plate,  &c.  Fine  Organ. 

The  vast  buildings  of  the  Monastery 
date  from  the  17th  and  18th  centuries; 
and  the    part   of  it  which  formed 
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the  abbot's  Palace  {Die  Pfah)  now 
serves  as  a  R.  Cath.  Seminary  for 
teachers.  The  Convent  Library  (Stifts 
Bibliothek)  still  contains  many  curio- 
sities,  such  as  numerous  Latin  classics, 
MSS.  of  the  10th  and  11th  centuries, 
Greek  New  Testament  of  the  10th 
century,  Psalms  of  the  9th  century, 
various  ancient  MSS.  either  from  Ire- 
land or  transcribed  by  Irish  monks; 
the  Gospels  of  Sinlaam,  bound  in 
ivory  tablets;  Palimpsests,  4th  cen- 
tury ;  also  a  MS.  of  the  Niebelungen 
Lied,  and  many  letters  relating  to  the 
Reformation. 

St.  Laurent  is  a  12th  cent,  ch.,  rest 
1858.  St.  Mangen  is  said  to  be  a  ch. 
of  9th  cent  (?) 

The  finest  edifices  are  the  Cantans 
School  or  Public  Seminary,  on  the  road 
to  Rorschach,  containing  the  Museum 
and  Town  Library,  and  the'  Orphan 
House,  outside  the  town,  to  the  K.W. 

At  the  Casino  Club  will  be  found  an 
excellent  reading-room. 

Post-office  near  the  Rly.  Stat 

The  Preudenberg,  the  neighbouring 
mountain  on  the  S.E.  of  the  town,  com- 
mands from  its  summit,  about  2  m.  ofi^ 
a  fine  panorama,  including  the  lake  of 
Constance  and  the  mountains  of  St 
Gall  and  Appenzell,  with  the  Sentis 
at  their  heaa.  A  carriage-road  leads 
up  to  the  inn  on  the  top. 

Excttrsion. — ^From  St  Gall  to  Tro- 

fen,  Gais,  AppenzeU,  Weissbad,  and 
ack  to  St  G«ll— a  delightful  day's 
drive  (Bte.  68). 

Borschach,  on  the  Lake  of  Constance 
(Boden  See,  Rte.  8)  (Inns:  Hirsch, 
good  and  moderate;  Post  ^Krone); 
beehof;  Gruner  Baum.i — This  is  the 
chief  station  for  the  lake  steamers, 
and  dose  to  the  wharf  is  the  im- 
portant Terminus  of  the  two  rly.  lines 
to  ZCuich  and  Coire.  Friedrichshafen, 
the  terminus  of  the  rly.  from  Stuttg^d 
and  XJlm,  and  Lindau,  the  stat  for 
Augsburg  and  Munich,  on  the  oppo- 
site shore  of  the  lake,  are  each  of  tnem 
reached  in  about  IJ  hr.  The  steamers 
also  touch  at  the  small  town  of 
Breeenz,  in  the  Austrian  province 
of  the  Yorarlberg,  by  which  is  the 
most  direct  way  to  the  TyroL  This 
little  lake-port  and  town  of  2650  In- 


hab.  is  the  principal  corn-market  in 
Switzerland,  held  on  Thursday.  The 
grain  required  to  supply  the  ereater 
part  of  the  Alpine  districts  of  N.  Swit- 
zerland is  imported  from  Suabia,  in 
boats,  across  the  lake,  and  is  deposited 
temporarily  in  large  warehouses  here. 
Much  muslin  is  made  at  Rorschach. 
There  are  extensive  and  convenient 
Swimming  Baths  5  min.  below  the 
town. 

On  the  slope,  a  little  above  the  town, 
is  the  lai^  dilapidated  building;  called 
Statthaltery,  or  Marienberg,  a  palace 
once  of  the  proud  abbots  of  St.  Gall, 
now  a  government  School,  Its  Gothic 
cloister,  and  vaulted  refectory  with  bas- 
reliefs,  deserve  notice  (date  1513).  It 
commands  a  fine  view  from  its  terrace. 
Near  it,  perched  on  a  projecting  sand- 
stone rock,  is  the  desolate  Castle^  St 
Anne,  with  its  square  keep.  From 
the  top  of  the  hil^  behind  Rorschach 
(1  hour's  walk),  you  may  obtain  a 
view  over  the  whole  lake,  of  the  influx 
of  the  Rhine,  and  of  the  town  of 
Bregenz. 

The  deposits  of  the  Rhine  are, 
it  is  said,  forming  themselves  into 
shallows  between  !£>r8chach  and  Lin- 
dau, which  may  soon  impede  the 
direct  navigation  of  the  lake  between 
these  two  places. 

Bailway  to  Coire.    Rte.  66. 
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After  leaving  Rorschach  the  road 
skirts  the  foot  of  low  hills  dad  with 
vineyards,  beneath  which  the  yellow- 
bellied  pumpkins  may  be  seen  basking 
in  the  son,  oat  soon  quits  the  margin 
of  the  lake  to  skirt  the  flat  delta  of 
the  Rhine.  The  district  around  the 
moutib  of  the  river  abounds  in  marsh, 
and  is  by  no  means  healthy. 

A  channel  has  been  cut  for  the 
river  into  the  lake.  Wemhurg^  on  the 
height,  is  the  seat  of  the  P.  oiHohen- 
zoitem  Sigmaringen.  Fine  view  from 
his  park. 

Rheine^  Stat,  (Inns:  Brocket,  Post; 
— ^Krone) — a  village  of  1370  Inhab., 
on  the  L  bank  of  the  Rhine,  about  4  m. 
above  its  embouchure,  situated  under 
vine-clad  hills.  There  are  several 
castles  on  the  neighbouring  heights. 

St.  Margarethen  Stat.,  a  ]pretty  vil- 
lage comptetely  embowered  m  a  grove 
of  walnut  and  fruit  trees,  is  situated 
near  the  Austrian  ferry y  oeer  the  Rhtne^ 
which  must  be  crossed  in  goin^  to 
Bregenz,  or  Lindau  Tsee  ffanSbook 
for  South  Germany)  ;  out  it  is  not 
passable  after  dsirk.  The  railroad 
turns  due  S.  up  the  valley  of  the 
lUiine,  through  a  highly  cultivated 
coont^  rich  in  grain,  especially  maize, 
and  abounding  in  orchards.  The 
Khine  here  is  a  wide,  shallow,  muddv, 
and  unsteady  stream,  constantly 
changing  its  cnannel  and  overflowing 
it^  banks:  it  is  not  navigated  except 
by  wood-rafts,  which  float  down  it. 

Alistetten  Stat,— (Inns:  Post;  Babe) 
— a  town  of  7293  Inhab.,  in  a  fruitful 
neighbourhood,  and  in  a  lovely  spot 
commanding  views  of  the  Aips  of 
Vorarlberg.  There  is  a  road  from  this 
over  the  hSl  of  Stoss  to  Appenzell,  by 
Gala,  2  leagues  (Rte.  68),  and  St.  Gall, 
3  leases.  Those  traveling  on  foot 
or  on  horseback  should  take  the  old 
road  over  the  Stoss.  The  view  from 
it  over  the  Alps  of  the  Vorarlberg  is 
celebrated.  Another  road,  over  the 
Bappen,  leads  in  3  hrs.  to  St.  Gall, 
by  %ogen  (Rte.  68).  The  female  in- 
habitants of  the  lower  Bheinthal  are 
all  diligently  occupied  in  tambouring 
muslin;  much  of  which  goes  to 
Snsland. 

Ob^ied  Stat  (7n» ;  H.  du  Cheval) 


to  Eeldkirch  in  Austria  beyond  the 
Bhine  is  li  post. 

SennvfalOy  a  villaf^  at  the  foot  of 
the  Kamor  (5730  ft.  high,  3  hours' 
walk,  commanding  a  fine  view  over 
the  Alps  of  Appenzell,  Vorarlberg, 
the  Gnsons^:  an  acQoinine  peak,  a 
few  feet  higner,  is  called  me  Sbheti' 
kasien, 

Down  to  the  17  th  century,  the  dis- 
trict which  we  now  traverse  belonged 
to  the  powerful  barons  of  Hohen 
Sax,  many  of  whose  castles,  reduced 
to  ruins  by  the  Appenzellers,  may 
still  be  discerned  upon  the  heights 
on  the  W.  of  the  Bhme  valley.  One 
of  this  family,  a  brave  and  noble 
soldier,  and  a  t^otestant,  escaped  with 
difficulty  from  the  massacre  of  St. 
Bartholomew  at  Paris,  and  on  his 
return  home  was  murdered  by  his 
nephew.  After  this  foul  deed,  it  is 
the  popular  belief  that  the  blessing  of 
God  was  wididrawn  from  the  race:  it 
is  certain  they  never  prospered.  In 
1616  their  vast  domains  were  sold  to 
Ziirich,  and  the  family  became  ex- 
tinct soon  after.  The  body  of  the 
murdered  man  is  still  preserved  in  a 
perfect  condition,  in  a  coffin  with  a 
glass  lid,  dried  like  a  mummy,  under 
the  church-tower  of  Sennwala.  This 
circumstance,  and  the  story  connected 
with  it,  have  given  to  the  remains  a 
reputation  for  sanctity ;  so  that,  though 
a  Protestant,  the  Catholics  have  stolen 
some  of  the  limbs  as  relics,  and  once 
actually  carried  off  the  body  across 
the  Bhine;  it  was,  however,  speedily 
reclaimed. 

ffaag  Stat,  Post-road  across  the 
Rhine  to  Feldkirch  and  Tyrol:  rt.  to 
Wildhaus  and  Toggenburg  (Rte.  71). 
Diligence  daily. 

Buchs  Stat  (Inn:  Sonne).  Above 
it  rises 

Schhss  Werdenberg,  seat  of  a  noble 
family  of  that  name,  who  placed  an 
important  part  in  early  Swiss  his- 
tory. It  is  a  conspicuous  white  build- 
ing, in  good  preservation,  above  the 
town.  A  cross  road  runs  hence 
through  the  vale  of  Toggenburg  to 
Wyl  (Bte.  71). 

Sewelen  (Irm:  Traube).  Bt  on  the 
height  the  ruined  castle  Wartau ;  L 
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beyond  the  Rhine,  lies  VaduZ|  capital 
of  the  principality  of  Lichtenstein 
(see  Bte.  67);  and  at  the  entrance  of 
the  Luziensteig  pass  Schloss  Gutburg. 
In  the  background  rises  the  erey  head 
of  the  Falkniss  with  its  cnaplet  of 
snow:  the  whole  landscape  is  splendid 
and  fiiU  of  variety. 

Sargcms  Junct.  Stat»  The  town  of 
Sargans  is  passed  a  little  on  the  rt. 
Here  the  road  and  the  rlv.  from  Wal- 
lenstadt  and  Ziirich  faU  in.  (See  Bte. 
U.) 

Ragatz  Stat  (Trms:  Hof  Bagatz,  ori- 
ginally the  summer  residence  of  the 
abbots,  and  now  a  bathing  establish- 
ment; usually  overcrowded;  not  re- 
commended for  passing  traveUers. 
Bng.  Ch.  service.  Hotel  ae  la  Tamina, 
improved,  a  comfortable  family  hotel. 
Both  houses  are  supplied  with  water 
&om  the  hot  s^ring^  of  Pfeffers,  con- 
veyed hither  in  wooden  pipes  12,500 
feet  long.  Hotel  kept  by  Anderes, 
clean  and  quiet,  ^hweitzer  Hof. 
Baffatz  is  a  village  of  600  Inhab.,  situ- 
ates at  the  mouth  of  the  gorge  through 
which  the  torrent  Tamina  issues  out 
to  join  the  Rhine.  It  thrives  from  its 
central  position  at  the  junction  of  the 

freat  roads  from  Ziirich,  St.  Gall, 
eldkirch,  Goire,  and  Milan,  and 
from  its  vicinity  to  the  mineral  springs 
of  Pfefifers,  which  cause  it  to  be  much 
resorted  to  as  a  watering-place.  There 
is  an  English  chapel  here.  The  philo- 
sopher Schelling  (died  1854)  is  buried 
in  the  Som.  Cath,  Cemetery,  His  mo- 
nument was  erected  by  the  King  of 
Bavaria. 

[No  one  should  omit  to  visit  the 
Old  Baths  op  Pfeffers  (properly 
Pfafifers),  situated  a  little  way  up 
the  vale  of  the  Tamina,  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  Ispota  w  Switzerland,  ac- 
cessible by  a  road  cut  in  the  rocks  of 
the  gorge.  The  distance,  not  beine 
more  than  2^  m.,  is  performed  in  } 
of  an  hour,  and  it  takes  only  20 
minutes  to  return  in  a  char.  Small 
carriages  wait  at  the  station,  and 
charge  14  fr,  for  each  person,  to  or 
from  the  baths.    Those  who  are  able 


should  walk ;  it  is  not  possible  to 
miss  the  way;  you  may  reach  the 
baths  within  an  nour  on  foot  It  is 
a  delightful  walk,  the  scenery  very 
romantic }  the  torrent  forming  water- 
falls at  evei^  step,  and  floating  down 
the  logs  of^wood.  Much  of  the  in- 
terest and  original  singularity  of  the 
spot,  however,  is  destroyed  by  the 
improvement  of  the  access  to  it. 

The  Old  Baths  are  situated  in  two 
large  piles  of  building  connected 
together  by  a  chapel.  l%ey  are  buili 
on  a  narrow  ledee  of  rock,  a  few  feet 
above  the  roaring  Tamina,  and  so 
deeply  sunken  between  the  roc*:s  that 
they  may  be  said  to  be  half  buried,  so 
that  in  the  height  of  summer,  the  suu 
appears  above  them  only  from  10  to  4 

The  hot  springs  of  Pfeffers  were 
not  known  to  the  Bomans.  There  is 
a  story  that  they  were  discovered  br 
a  hunter,  who,  having  entered  into 
the  abyss  of  the  Tamina,  in  the  pur- 
suit of  game,  remarked  the  column 
of  vapour  arising  from  them.  For 
many  years  nothine  was  done  to  fa- 
cilitate access  to  them,  and  patients 
desirous  of  profiting  by  their  nealui|^ 
virtues  were  let  down  to  the  source 
frx>m  the  clifEs  above,  by  ropes,  and, 
in  order  to  reap  as  much  benefit  a& 
possible,  were  accustomed  to  pass  a 
week  together,  both  day  and  night,  in 
them,  not  only  eating  and  drinking, 
but  sleeping,  under  hot  water,  instead 
of  under  blankets.  The  cause  of  the 
virtue  of  the  water  is  not  very  evi- 
dent, as  a  pint  contains  scarcely  3 
grains  of  saline  particles  ;  it  has  a 
temperature  of  about  98^  Fahi^enheit. 
The  patients  are  almost  exclosively  of 
the  lower  orders ;  those  of  the  mox^ 
opulent  classes  prefer  living  in  hotels 
and  lodgine-houses  in  the  sunny  vaUej 
of  the  Bnine,  outside  the  gorgci, 
through  which  the  mineral  waters  arc 
now  conducted  in  pipes  to  the  baths. 

The  situation  of  the  old  baths  is 
both  gloomy  and  monotonous,  hem- 
med  in  between  dripping  walU  of 
rock,  and  shaded  by  dank  foliage, 
with  only  a  narrow  strip  of  aky  over- 
head, and  with  small  space  or  faci- 
lities for  locomotion  and  exercise, 
unless  the  patient  will  take  the  ro«d 
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to  Bagatz  or  scale  the  sides  of  the 
vallej  above  him.  To  one  fresh 
arrived  from  the  upper  world,  its 
meadows  and  sunshine,  a  visit  to 
Pfe£fers  has  all  the  effBct.of  being  at 
the  bottom  of  a  well  or  a  mine,  except 
for  a  few  hoars  at  midday.  The  at- 
mosphere is  kept  at  one  regular  tem- 
perature of  chilliness  by  the  perpetual 
draught  brought  down  oy  the  torrent; 
and  uie  solitary  and  imprisoned  raj 
of  sunshine  which  about  noon,  and 
for  an  hour  or  two  afterwards,  finds 
its  way  into  these  recesses,  is  in- 
sufficient to  impart  permanent  warmth 
or  cheerfulness.  It  is  to  be  presumed 
that  few  English  travellers  would  be 
disposed  to  make  any  stay  here.  A 
passing  visit  of  a  few  hours  will 
satisfy  the  curiosity  of  most  persons. 
No  one,  however,  shoidd  depart  with- 
out visiting  the 

Source  of  the  hot  spring. 

A  few  yards  above  the  old  baths, 
the  sides  of  the  ravine  of  the  Tamina 
contract  in  an  extraordinary  manner, 
8o  as  to  approach  within  a  few  feet 
of  each  other;  a  little  fitrther  they 
even  close  over  and  cover  up  the 
river,  which  is  seen  issuing  out  of  a 
cavernous  chasm.  The  springs  are 
reached  through  the  bath-nouse, 
whence  a  bridge  of  planks  across 
the  Tamina  leads  to  the  entrance, 
which  is  closed  by  a  door.  The 
bridge  is  prolongea  into  the  gorge, 
in  the  shape  of  a  scaffolding  or  sheli^ 
suspended  by  iron  stanchions  to  the 
rocks,  and  partly  laid  in  a  niche  cut 
out  of  the  side.  It  has  been  much  im- 
proved of  late.  It  is  carried  all  along 
the  chasm  as  far  as  the  hot  spring, 
and  affords  the  only  means  of  ap- 
proach to  it,  as  the  sides  of  the  rent 
are  vertical,  and  there  is  not  an  inch 
of  room  between  them  and  the  torrent, 
for  the  sole  of  a  foot  to  rest  For- 
merly the  passage  was  along  two, 
sometimes  one  plank,  unprotected  by 
railings  ;  at  present  a  platform,  4  feet 
wide,  famished  with  a  nand-rail,  ren- 
ders the  approach  to  the  spring  easy 
for  Uie  most  timid,  and  pernectly  free 
firom  risk.     Each  person  pays  1  fr. 


for  admittance.  A  few  ^ards  from 
the  entrance,  the  passafi;e  is  darkened 
by  the  overhanging  rock.  The  sudden 
chill  of  an  atmosphere  never  visited  by 
the  sun's  rays,  the  rushing  and  roaring 
of  the  torrent,  30  or  40  feet  below,  the 
threatening  position  of  the  rocks  above, 
have  a  grand  and  striking  effect ;  but 
this  has  been  diminished  by  modem 
improvements,  which  have  deprived 
the  visit  to  the  gorge  of  even  the 
semblance  of  danger.  In  parts  it  is 
almost  dark,  where  the  sides  of  the 
ravine  overlap  one  another,  and  ac- 
tually meet  over-head,  so  as  to  form  a 
natural  arch.  The  rocks  in  many 
places  show  evident  marks  of  having 
been  ground  away,  and  scooped  out  by 
the  rushing  river,  and  by  the  stones 
brought  down  with  it.  for  several 
hun£ed  yards  the  river  pursues  an 
almost  subterranean  course,  the  roof 
of  the  chasm  being  the  floor,  as  it 
were,  of  the  valley.  In  some  places 
the  roots  of  the  trees  are  seen  dandling 
through  the  crevice  above  your  head, 
and  at  one  particular  spot  you  find 
yourself  under  the  arch  of  the  natural 
bridge  leading  to  the  staircase  men- 
tion^ farther  on.  Had  YirgU  or 
Dante  been  aware  of  this  spot,  they 
would  certainly  have  conducted  their 
heroes  through  it  to  the  jaws  of  the . 
infernal  regions. 

The  shelf  of  planks  extends  700 
yards  from  the  baths.  At  its  ex- 
tremity, at  the  bottom  of  a  cavern  in 
the  rocks,  rise  the  springs,  the  tem- 
perature being  about  100^  Fahrenheit; 
the  water  is  received  into  a  reservoir 
nearly  15  feet  deep,  from  which  it  is 
conducted  in  pii>es  to  the  baths.  The 
first  baths  were  miserable  hovels, 
built  over  the  spring,  and  suspended, 
like  swallows'  nests,  to  the  face  of  the 
rock  :  the  only  entrance  to  them  was 
by  the  roof,  and  the  sick  were  let 
down  into  them  by  ropes  and  pulleys. 
Marks  of  these  hovels  are  stul  to  be 
seen  on  the  rocks.  The  springs  gene- 
rally cease  to  flow  in  winter,  but  burst 
forth  again  in  spring ;  they  are  most 
copious  when  the  snow  has  fallen  in 
abundance,  and  continue  till  autumn, 
after  which  their  fountains  are  again 
sefJed.    The  water  has  little  taste  or 
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smell ;  it  bears  some  resemblance,  in 
its  mineral  contents,  to  that  of  Ems, 
and  is  used  both  for  bathing  and 
drinking. 

After  emerging  from  the  gorge,  at 
the  bath-house,  tne  traveller  may  as- 
cend the  valley  above  it  by  a  well- 
marked  track ;  ascending  the  steep  1. 
bank,  and  then  keeping  to  the  1.,  and 
descending  a  little,  he  will  in  about 
half  a  mile  cross  by  a  natural  bridge 
of  rock,  beneaUi  wnich  the  Tamina, 
out  of  sight  and  hearing  from  above, 
forces  its  way  into  the  g^rge  of  the 
hot  spring.  A  steep  path  or  stair^ 
case  (Steige)  formed-  of  trunks  or 
roots  of  trees,  on  the  rt  bank,  is 
then  met  with,  ascendine  which,  you 
reach  an  upper  stag^  of  the  valley, 
formed  of  gentle  slopes,  and  covered 
with  verdant  pasture  on  one  side,  and 
with  thick  woods  on  the  other.  The 
two  sides  are  separated  by  the  deep 
gash  and  narrow  gorge,  along  the 
bottom  of  which  the  Tamina  forces 
its  way.  This  is,  perhaps,  the  best 
point  ror  obtaining  a  general  view  of 
the  baths  and  this  smgular  spot  in 
which  they  are  sunken.  On  looking 
over  the  verge  of  the  precipice,  you 
perceive,  at  the  bottom  of  the  ravme, 
at  the  depth  of  300  feet  below,  the 
roofs  of  tne  two  large  buildings,  like 
cotton  factories  in  size  and  structure. 
The  upper  valley,  also,  with  its  carpet 
of  bnpfnt  green,  its  woods,  and  the 
bare  limestone  cliffs  which  border  it 
on  either  hand,  and  above  all,  the 
huge  peak  of  the  Falkniss,  rising  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  Rhine,  form 
a  magnificent  landscape. 

A  char-road  runs  from  the  top  of  the 
Steige  along  the  rt  bank  of  tne  Ta- 
mina, through  a  wood  and  meadows, 
to 

The  Convent  of  Pfeffen,  a  vast  edi- 
fice, but  not  otherwise  remarkable  : 
it  was  built  1665,  in  place  of  one  de- 
stroyed by  fire.  It  encloses  a  church 
in  the  centre,  like  all  the  convents  of 
the  Benedictine  order.  It  is  finely 
placed  on  an  elevated  mountaln-plat- 
torm,  commanding,  on  one  side,  the 
valley  of  the  Rhine,  backed  by  the 
majestic  Falkniss  ;  on  the  other,  open- 


ing out  towards  the  lake  of  Wallen- 
stadt  and  the  peaks  of  the  Sieben 
Kurfiirsten.  This  Benedictine  mo- 
nastery, founded  713,  was  suppressed, 
after  an  existence  of  10  centimes,  in 
1838,  by  a  decree  of  the  goyen&ment 
of  the  canton  of  St  Galf  in  conse- 
quence of  the  finances  of  the  convent 
having  become  involved,  and  at  the 
request  of  a  majority  of  the  breUiren. 
The  G-overnment  pensioned  the  ab- 
bot and  the  monks;  agents  of  the 
canton  took  possession  of  the  convent 
and  idl  that  belonged  to  it,  and  have 
converted  it  into  a  lunatic  asylooL 

The  convent  once  possessed  a  very 
extensive  territoir;  its  abbots  were 
princes;  but  the  Inrench,  as  usual,  ap- 
propriated their  revenues;  and  at  the 
termination  of  the  French  rule,  bot  a 
small  part  of  their  property  was  re- 
stored to  them,  including  the  baths. 
This  is  now  appropriated  to  pious 
works,  the  education  of  the  people,  &c. 

Near  the  convent  stands  the  ruined 
castle  of  Wartenstem, 

A  pretty,  but  bad,  char-road  xie- 
zagging  down  through  woods  leaa» 
from  the  convent  back  to  Hof  Ra- 


The  pedestrian  going  to  Coire  need 
not  return  to  Ragatz  after  ascendisf^ 
the  Steige,  but  may  pass  the  convent 
and  proceed  to  tne  Untere-ZoU- 
Briicke;  or  he  may  proceed  to  Rei- 
chenau  by  Kunkels  (see  below,  <f). 

The  Kdtanda,  or  Galandaberg  (th<* 
mountain  on  the  rt  bank  of  the  Ta- 
mina, above  the  old  baths,  which  se- 
parates the  valley  from  that  of  the 
Rhine),  is  sometimes  ascended  on  ac- 
count of  the  view  from  its  top — a 
5-hours'  climb.  Rough  accommoda- 
tion for  the  night  may  be  obtained  at 
the  chftlets  allied  Obem  MaienseU^, 
about  2  hrs.  below  the  summit.  Many 
other  'interesting  Excursions  may  b* 
conveniently  made  from  Hof  Raeat?, 
but  there  appear  to  be  no  good  saadlo- 
horses. 

a.  To  Lutiensteig,  a  remarkable  for- 
tified pass,  beyond  the  Rhine,  1^ 
league  from  Kaeatz,  betvyeen  tbi* 
Flaschberg  and  the  Falknisa.     The 
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ascent  of  the  Fiascliberg  from  Luzien- 
steig  is  now  made  bj  a  carriage-road 
reaching  in  succession  the  various 
forts,  and  the  view  from  its  top,  and 
down  the  tremendous  precipice  which 
scarps  one  side  of  it,  is  verj  striking. 

6.  To  the  Priittigaa  and  Fideris 
(Kte.  98),  returning  by  the  Schalfigg. 

c.  To  the  top  of  the  Graue  Homer, 
an  ascent  requiring  5  hrs. — 8760  ft — 
whence  you  may  see  the  Lake  of 
Constance  over  the  peaks  of  the 
Kurfursten. 

(L  Bj  the  KunJich  pass  to  Beichenau 
on  the  S^lugen.     This  pass  is  not 
very  striking,  but  is  a  cnange  from 
the  high  road.    There  is  a  tolerable 
char-road  to  Yattis,  and  in  fact  a  char 
inight  be  taken  to  the  foot  of  the  col. 
The  char-road  goes  past  the  convent, 
but  the    pedestrian   can  go  by  the 
old  baths,  and  ascend  the  Steige,  the 
path  from  which  falls  into  the  char- 
road.    The  char-road  proceeds  along 
the  rt,  bank    of  the    Tamina,  past 
many  small  slate>works,  to  the  hamlet 
of  Vadura.    The  valley  is  here  tole- 
rably wide  and  fertile;  soon  afterwards 
however    it  contracts    and  becomes 
walled  in  with  tremendous  precipices 
on  each  side,  pines  growing  on  them 
wherever   there  is  room.      In  1  hr. 
1 5  min.  from  the  top  of  the  Steige  the 
valley  turns  to  the  rt.  and  opens  out, 
then  Vattia  is  reached,  a  small  village 
at  the  entrance  of  the  Kalfeuser  Thai, 
where  bread  and  wine,  and  perhaps  a 
bed,  might  be  procured.    The  path 
now  keeps  to  the  1.  over  green  mea- 
dows, the  bare  precipices  of  the  Ca- 
landa  overhangmg  on  the  L      The 
numerous  ch&lets  of  KttnkeU  are  next 
reached,  and  then  the  foot  of  the  col,. 
where  the  L  path  must  be  taken;  and 
a  steep  ascent  of  20  min.  leads  to  the 
head  of  the  pass.    There  is  not  much 
view   from  the  col  itself.      Keeping 
again  L,  the  path  plunges  into  the 
ravine  of  F&apa,  ana  by  a  very  steep 
descent,    affording  occasionally   fine 
views    of  the  vuley  of  the  Khine, 
Tamins  is  reached  and  then  Reiche- 
nan  (Rte.  87).    Time,  fiur  walking — 


lUgatz.  hrs.  min. 

Steige 1       0 

Viittis 2       0 

Kanlnis 1     26 

Col 0      50 

Refchenan 1      20 

Toul    .    .    .   ei    0 

A  French  detachment  crossed  this 
pass  in  1799,  drove  out  the  Aiutrians, 
and  plundered  Tamins. 

e.  The  excursion  up  the  Kalfeuser- 
Thal  towards  the  glaciers  of  the  Sar- 
dona  is  seldom  made,  but  the  scenery 
is  very  grand.  As  far  as  Viittis  the 
path  IS  the  same  as  that  over  the 
Kunkels.  There  is  a  pass,  said  to  be 
very  difficult,  over  the  Sardona  glacier 
to  Flims  (Rte.  79). 

/.  Those  who  do  not  intend  to  cross 
the  Spliigen  into  Italy,  ought  at  any 
rate  to  visit  the  Via  Mala  and  may 
return  in  a  long  day. 

The  rly.  now  crosses  the  Rhine 
by  a  covered  wooden  bridge,  and 
passes  out  of  canton  St.  Gall  into 
the  Grisons,  to 

Mayenfeld  Stat,  {Inn:  Alte  Post), 
a  little  walled  town  immediately 
opposite  to  Ragatz,  and  about  12 
m.  from  Coire,  containing  an  an- 
cient tower  said  to  have  been  built 
in  the  4th  cent  by  the  Emperor 
Constantius.  The  valley  or  the 
Rhine  has  a  grand  appearance  from 
this  point.  The  pealc  of  the  Ful/i- 
niss  IS  a  conspicuous  and  striking 
object  in  the  view  to  the  N.E.  The 
Rhine  alone  is  unpicturesque,  from 
the  width  of  its  bed  and  the  large 
space  of  unsightly  sand  and  gravel  left 
bare  in  summer.  Its  bed  is  constantly 
rising,  so  as  to  threaten  more  fearful 
inundations;  and  a  plan  has  been 
proposed,  by  M.  la  Nicca,  of  cutting  a 
new  channel  for  its  unruly  stream, 
from  this  point  as  far  as  the  lake 
of  Constance.  The  railroad  to  Coire 
is  carried  along  the  rt  bank  of  the 
Rhine,  crossing  the 

Landquart  (Stat,),  an  impetuous  tor- 
rent, descending  from  the  valley  of 
Prattigau  (Rte.  98),  which  here  enters 
the  Rhine.    Diligence  to  Davos  daily. 

Beyond  this»  the  Convent  of  Pfeffers 
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is  visible  Arom  the  road;  the  snowy 
heights  of  the  Calcmda  rise  into  sight 
on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  Rhine; 
and  the  ruins  of  feudal  castles,  perched 
upon  rockj  knolls,  overlooking  the 
valley,  give  a  highly  picturesaue  cha- 
racter to  the  scene.  One  of  tne  most 
conspicuous  is  Haldenstein,  nearly  op- 
posite Coire. 

Zieen  Stat.  (Inn:  Krone),  near  which 
is  Molinara,  the  country-seat  of  the 
Bishops  of  Coire. 

From  the  valleys  on  each  side  be- 
tween the  mountains  proceed  torrents, 
which  have  borne  aown  the  delbris 
of  the  mountains,  and  have  thereby 
formed  long  hills,  reaching  to  the 
Rhine.  The  highest  parts  of  these 
hills,  next  the  mountains,  must  be 
several  hundred  feet  high,  whence 
they  gradually  slope  away.  The  road 
reg^arly  ascends  the  hUls,  crosses 
the  bed  of  the  torrent  at  the  top,  and 
then  descends. 

Coire  Terminus  (Qerm,  Chur ;  Ro- 
mansch,  Cuera.)  —  Inns:  *H.  Luk- 
manier,  near  the  rly.  stat,  good  and 
moderate ; — Capricorn,  or  Steinbock, 
outside  the  town,  civil  people  ;  eood; 
— Weisses  Ereutz  (White  Cross),  and 
Freyeck,  united.  The  wine  of  the 
Valteline  is  generally  consumed  in 
the  Orisons,  but  Completer,  which 
grows  on  the  Rhine,  near  Malans,  is 
very  good,  and  should  be  tried  here. 

Coire,  capital  of  the  Orisons,  the 
Ciiria  RoBtortan  of  the  Romans,  is  an 
ancient  walled  town  of  7560  Inhab. 
ri700  Rom.  Catholics),  about  a  mile 
from  the  Rhine,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
defile  of  the  Flessur  river.  Its  pros- 
perity arises  from  the  high  roads 
upon  which  it  stands,  which  form  the 
channel  of  communication  from  Italy 
into  Switzerland  and  Western  Oer- 
many.  Coire  is  the  staple  place  of  the 
goods  transported  over  the  two  great 
Alpine  carriage-roads  of  the  Spmgen 
and  Bemardin.  It  is  the  place  of  meet- 
ing of  the  Council  of  the  Orisons;  a 
member  of  which  claims  the  title  of 
-  Your  Wisdom"  ("  Ener  Weisheit"). 

The  town  has  narrow  streets,  and 
stands  on  uneven  ground,  at  the  en- 


trance of  the  jnagnficient  Olen  of  the 
Sohalfigg'thal ;  some  curious  domestic 
architecture  will  be  found  in  it  The 
Bishop's  Palace  and  the  quarter  around 
it,  inhabited  by  the  Roman  Catholics, 
occupy  the  summit  of  an  eminence 
and  are  separated  from  the  rest  by 
walls  and  battlements,  closed  by  double 
gates.  Here  is  situated  the  Ch,  cf  Si^ 
Lucius^  or  the  Dom,  an  example 
of  early  pointed  Oothic,  indading 
fragments  of  earlier  buildings.  It 
is  entered  from  the  W.  by  a  ronnd- 
arched  portal  supported  on  monsters. 
The  choir  is  raised  on  steps,  leaving 
open  to  the  nave  the  crypt  beneath^ 
vmich  rests  on  a  sin^  pier,  whose 
base  is  a  monster.  The  stataes  of 
the  Four  Evangelists,  Janus-like,  in 
pairs,  standing  upon  lions,  are  very 
ancient.  There  are  singular  old 
carvings  (altar-piece  or  reredos)  and 
paintings,  and  monuments  of  the 
noble  Orison  families.  There  is 
a  sacraments-house  with  metal  door, 
and  two  other  fine  shrines,  and 
some  candlesticks  of  metaL  In  the 
sacristy  are  preserved  the  bones  of 
St.  Lucius,  a  British  king,  and  the 
founder  of  St  Peter's  Ch.,  Comhill, 
and  some  specimens  of  church  plate, 
a  bishop's  crozier,  a  monstrance  of  the 
14th  centy.,  shrines,  &c 

The  Episcopal  Palace  (Hof>,  near 
the  church,  is  an  antique  boilding 
modernised;  the  staircase  and  halls 
are  sing^ularly  decorated  with  stuooo* 
work.  The  bishop's  private  chapel 
is  in  the  heart  of  an  old  Roman 
tower  called  Marsdl,  attached  to  the 
N.E.  side  of  the  palace.  St  Liodus 
was  put  to  death  in  this  tower.  In 
another  wing  is  a  rude  Dance  of 
Death,  much  mutilated.  There  is  a 
second  Roman  tower,  SpvUU^  in  an 
angle  of  the  walls. 

Behind  the  Palace  is  a  kind  of  ra- 
vine,lined  with  vineyards,  across  which 
a  path  leads  to  the  Homan  Catholic  8e- 
minaryy  from  which  is  a  pictuzesqne 
view  of  the  tovim.  There  is  a  oonsida> 
able  collection  of  Romanschtiteraturs 
in  the  Library/  of  the  Cantoiuil  ScAools. 

Diligences  every  day  to  HUsn,  by 
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ike  Spliigen,  in  29  hrs.  (Bte.  87); 
to  BeUinzoika,  by  the  Bemardin,  in  17 
hrs.  (Bte.  91);  to  Samaden  (daily)  in 
12  hrs. ;  to  the  Exteadine^  by  Tiefen- 
kasten,  oyer  the  Juilier  Pass.  (See 
Bte.  92.) 

The  Itomanach  or  Btcmonsch  Language. 

The  jRomansch  (properly  the  JRoto- 
Homanaclt)  langaage  is  one  of  those 
which,  in  the  course  of  the  middle 
ages,  took  their  rise  from  the  common 
or  Bustic  Latin  (Lingua  Bomana 
rostlca),  spoken  in  different  ports  of 
the  Boman  empire  in  Europe.  The 
Provencal  of  the  S.  of  France  is  ano- 
ther, and  the  Wallachian  (Bomouni) 
is  a  third  of  these  tongues  still  exist- 
ing. The  Bffito-Bomansch  was  at  one 
time  spoken  all  through  the  Boman 
province  of  Rcetia^  which  included  the 
modem  countries  of  the  Grisons,  the 
Tyrol,  and  the  adjacent  districts  of 
Switoerland  and  S.  Germany,  where 
many  Bomansch  proper  names  of 
places  still  remain,  though  the  inha- 
oi  tants  speak  German.  &sides  a  con- 
siderable mixture  of  pure  German, 
the  Bseto-Bomansch  contains  several 
hundred  words,  relating  to  Alpine  life 
and  occupations,  derived  mm  the 
aboriginal  Alpine  tribes,  whom  Livy 
asserts  to  have  been  related  to  the 
Stnucans. 

The  population  of  the  Grisons,  in 
1850,  amounted  to  88,935,  of  whom 
about  50,000  speak  Bomansch,  30,000 
German,  and  8000  Italian  (in  the  S. 
districts  of  Misocco,  Bregaglia,  and 
Puschiavo).  As  regards  grammatical 
differences,  the  Bomansch  of  the 
Grisons  is  divided  into  three  principal 
dialects,  which  prevail  in — 1.  The 
Upper Eneadine;  2.  Lower  Engadine; 
3.  The  Oberland,  or  country  *'  above 
and  below  the  forest" 

The  literature  of  the  Bseto-Bo- 
mansch langnaffe  dates  back  to  the 
latter  half  of  Uie  fifteenth  centiury, 
beg^inning  with  popular  sonss  relating 
to  warlike  exploits,  succeeded  in  1525 
by  an  epic  poem  by  Johannes  Travers, 
a  chief  actor  in  the  events  he  describes. 
The  first  printed  book  was  the  trans- 
lation of  toe  New  Testament  into  the 


dialect  of  the  Upper  Eneadine  by 
Tachem  Bifrun,  a  lawyer  of  Samaden* 
It  was  published  1560,  and  had  great 
influence  in  the  extensive  spread  of 
the  Beformation  through  the  whole 
Btetian  Valley  of  the  Inn.  It  was 
followed  by  other  translations  of  the 
whole  Bible,  by  books  of  prayer,  cate- 
chisms, &&,  throughout  the  Bomansch 
Grisons;  and  the  example  set  by  the 
Protestants  was  quickly  foUowed  by 
the  Boman  Catholics. 

Most  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Grisons  are  bilinguals,  who,  if  they 
speak  Bomansch,  speak  Itdian  or 
German  likewise.  The  laws  are  written 
and  the  edicts  of  Government  are  ptrb- 
lished  in  Bomansch,  and  there  are  two 
Bomansch  newspapers — 'Amity  del 
Pievel*  (the  Fnend  of  the  People), 
ultramontane,  published  at  Coire  in 
the  dialect  of  the  Oberland,  and  the 
liberal  *  Gazetta  d'Inngiadina,'  in  that 
of  the  Lower  Engadine. 

The  traveller  m  the  Grisons  may 
be  reminded  that,  the  Bomansch  names 
of  places,  of  two  syllables,  generally 
have  the  accent  on  the  last  syllable, 
as  Ard^s,  Cem6z,  Lavin^  Mascin,  Ba*- 
gats,  Sargans,  and  that  the  Bomansch 
names  of  many  places  differ  materiaUy 
from  the  German:  e,g.,  Disentis,  JRom. 
Muster;  Brieels,  Bom.  Breil;  Walters- 
burg,  Bom.  Uors;  Ems,  Bom.  Dommat. 

History  and  Government  of  the  Orau- 
bunden  or  Grisons. — It  must  not  be  sup- 
posed that  the  conspiracy  on  the  Griitli, 
m  1307,  and  the  exploits  of  Tell,  gave 
freedom  to  the  whole  country  now  called 
Switzerland,  or  even  influenced  more 
dian  a  very  small  part  of  it — the  Forest 
cantons — except  m  as  far  as  such  a 

Spirit-stirring  example  is  capable  of  in- 
uencing  the  minds  of  a  neighbouring 
people.  For  more  than  a  century  after 
the  first  Swiss  union,  that  part  of  the 
country  of  Bhsetia  now  caUed  Grisons 
gproaned  under  the  tyranny  of  almost 
numberless  petty  lords,  who,  though 
they  possessed  but  a  few  acres  of  land, 
or  even  no  more  than  the  number  of 
square  feet  on  which  their  castle  stood, 
yet  assumed  the  rights  of  independent 
sovereiffnty,  waging  perpetual  petty 
warwiui  their  neighbours— oppress 
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ing  their  own  subjects,  and  pillaging  ' 
all  trayellers  —  the  ancient  form  of 
levying  duties  and  customs.  The  best 
notion  of  the  state  of  society  which 
existed  during  this  period  of  the  Fau- 
strecht  (club  law),  may  be  formed 
from  the  quantity  of  feudal  ruins 
which  stud  not  only  the  main  valleys 
of  the  Rhine,  but  even  the  lateral  val> 
leys  and  gorges  of  the  llhsetian  Alps. 
At  last  a  &y  of  retribution  came. 
The  peasants  rose  in  revolt  and  threw 
off  the  yoke  of  the  nobles — with  less 
violence  than  might  be  expected, 
chiefly  because  the  great  ecclesiastical 
potentates,  the  Bishop  of  Coire,  the 
Abbots  of  St  Gall  and  Disentis,  and 
some  of  the  more  influential  barons, 
sided  with  the  peasants,  directing,  in- 
stead of  opposing,  the  popular  feeling. 

The  result  of  this  was  the  Grison 
Confederacy  (147 1),  quite  distinct  from 
tilie  Swiss  Confederacy,  composed  of 
Three  Leagues  (Bfinden) — the  Upper, 
or  Grey  LMgue  (Ober,  or  Graue 
Bund),  1424  (named  from  the  simple 
grey  home-spun  coats  of  those  Dy 
whom  it  was  formed)  ;  the  League  of 
God's  House  (Ca  D^  in  Bomansch,  in 
G«rm.  Gotteshaus  BundX  so  called 
from  the  church  of  Coire,  die  head  and 
capital  of  this  league,  1396  ;  and  the 
Xeaffue  of  the  Ten  Jurisdictions 
(Zehn-Gerichte),  of  which  Mayenfeld 
is  chief  town  (1428). 

The  government  produced  by  this 
revolution  presented  a  remarkable  ex- 
ample of  the  sovereimty  of  the  people 
ana  of  universal  simrage.    Not  only 
every  valley,  but  in  some  cases  every 
parish,  or  even  hamlet,  in  a  valley,  be- 
came an  independent  commonwealth, 
with  a  government  of  its  own,  with 
peculiar  local  administrative  rights  and 
privileges.     Sometimes  one  of  these 
tree  states,  sometimes  several  together, 
formed  a  commune  or  schnitse,  lite- 
rally slice    (gemeinde    or   gericht)  ; 
each  conmiune  had  its  own  general 
assembly,  in  which  every  citizen  of  the 
age  of  18,  sometimes  younger,  had  a 
vote,  and  by  which  the  magistrates 
and  authorities,  down  to  the  parson 
and  schoohnaster,  were  elected.    With 
such  a  complication   of  machinery, 
it  is  difllcttlt  to  understand  how  any 


government  could  have  been  carried 
on ;  and  we  accordingly  find  the 
history  of  the  Grisons  fittle  better 
than  a  long  series  of  bickerings,  feuds, 
revolts,  conspiracies,  massacres,  in- 
trigues, and  peculations.  The  wisest 
decisions  of  the  diet  of  the  canton 
were  annulled  or  frustrated  by  the 
votes  of  the  general  assemblies,  ac- 
cordingly as  the  interest  or  caprice  of 
the  most  influential  popular  leader 
might  sway  these  meetings  at  the  mo- 
ment Two  great  fami&es,  those  of 
Planta  and  I^  Sails,  in  the  end,  long 
monopolised  the  chief  influence,  as 
well  as  the  patronage  and  offices  of 
the  federal  government  Such  was 
the  practical  result  of  this  democracy 
of  the  purest  form  in  theory. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  15th  centy. 
the  Grisons  concluded  a  permanent 
alliance  with  the  Swiss,  and  in  Ib'i'y 
conquered  Chiavenna  and  the  Yalte- 
line,  the  inhabitants  of  which  they 
treated  in  the  most  oppressive  and 
tyrannical  manner  until  they  were 
separated  in  1798.  In  1814  the  Ctrisons 
became  a  Swiss  canton. 

A  new  local  and  administrative 
organisation  of  the  canton  of  the  Gri- 
sons was  introduced  in  June,  1851. 
According  to  this,  the  old  historic 
names  and  dirisions  are  abolished, 
and  the  canton  is  portioned  out  into 
14  districts,  39  circles,  and  205  com- 
munes or  parishes. 


ROUTE  67. 

BBJSOENZ  TO  GOIRE,  Bt  YAIHJZ* 

The  direct  route  from  the  Tjrpol  to 
eastern  Switzerland  is  by  the  liigh* 
road  of  the  Vorarlberg,  which  quits 
the  valley  of  the  Inn  at  Landeck,  anid 
enters  the  valley  of  the  Rhine  at 
Feldkirch.  Diligences  fh>m  Ldundeck 
to  Bre^nz  daily,  in  abont  18  hrs. 
Pedestrians  may  reach  Bregens  fhun 
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the  Tyrol,  or  the  BaTarian  Alps, 
throngn  the  beantiihl  valley  of  the 
Bregenzer  Ach,  a  monntain  torrent 
which,  after  a  course  of  about  35  m., 
fiiUs  into  the  Lake  of  Constance  a  little 
S.W.  of  Bregenz.  The  quickest  way 
Arom  Bregenz  to  Coire  is  to  take  the 
steamer  to  Rorschach,  and  the  rly. 
thenee  to  Coire  (see  Rte.  66).  Those 
'vrho  wish  to  see  the  country  may 
prefer  to  take  the  carriage-road  along 
the  rt  bank  of  the  Rhine. 

Bregenz.  Imu:  Ocsterreiohischer 
Hof;  Post,  or  Goldener  Adler; 
ScbwarzerAdler;  Krone.  (See  Hand- 
book roR  Southern  Germany.) 
From  40  to  50  fir.  is  asked  for  a  carriage 
to  Ragatz,  or  to  Mayenfeld,  where  the 
rly.  to  Coire  crosses  to  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Rhine.  Diligence  daily  from 
Bregenz  to  Feldkirch.  It  is  a  driye 
of  7  leagues  =r  21  m.  to  FeldAirtA 
(Irms:  Post ;  Engel  Gabriel),  the  fron- 
tier town  of  Austria,  finely  situ- 
ated at  the  opening  of  the  yalley 
of  the  HI,  through  which  lies  the 
high-road  to  the  Tyrol.  Travellers 
from  Innsbruck  or  JBotzen,  bound  for 
Coire,  should  take  their  places  only  to 
Feldkirch.  About  1  m.  out  of  the 
town  the  road  quits  the  Austrian  ter- 
ritory to  enter  the  principality  of 
Lichtoistein,  one  of  the  smallest 
soyereign  States  in  Europe,  measuring 
about  12  m.  in  length  by  3  or  4  in 
bresulth.  The  Prince  has  yery  large 
lions  in  Austria,  and   usually 


nolds  a 


iolds  a  high  position  at  the  Court  of 
Vienna,  not  caring  to  exercise  in 
person  his  rights  of  miniature  royalty. 
He  is,  howeyer.  a  member  of  the 
Germanic  Confederation,  and  contri- 
butes 55  men  to  the  Federal  army  I 
The  high-road  traverses  VadtUf  the 
capital  of  this  minute  State,  and  about 
5  m.  farther  Baiters  (Irm:  Poet), 
formerly  a  post-station,  at  the  foot  of 
the  heights,  which  are  crowned  by  the 
fortress  of  Luziensteiff,  contested  be- 
tween the  Swiss  and  Austrians  in  the 
1 5th  centy.  and  Thirty  Years  War 
(162 1-S4),  and  in  the  war  of  the  French 
Reyolntion  (1799-1800).  It  was  rebuilt 
1830.  Near  Balzers  is  a  ferry  across 
the  Rhine  by  which  Ragata  is  reached 
sooner  than  by  Mayenfdd,  4^  m.  far- 


ther, and  about  18  m.  from  Feldkirch, 
is  Mayenfeld  Stat  Thence  to  Coire 
by  rly.  (Rte.  66). 


ROUTE  68. 

BORSOHACH,  OB  ST.  OALL,  TO  0AI8  AND 
AFPENZELL ;  WITH  EZCUBS10NB  TO  THE 
WEIS8BAD,  THE  WILDKIECBLEIN,  AND 
THE  UOCH  8ENTI8. 

The  ronton  Apperusell  lies  somewhat 
out  of  the  beat  of  travellers,  com* 
pletely  surrounded  (enclav^)  by  the 
territory  of  canton  St  Gall,  and  shut 
in,  at  its  S.  extremity,  by  the  Alps  ; 
on  which  side  no  great  high  roads 
pass  through  it  Appenzell  itself  lie- 
in  a  oul-de-sac  of  tJbe  mountains,  ext 
oept  for  such  as  will  traverse  difficuls 
paths  over  the  high  Alps  and  glaciers. 
On  this  account,  it  is  but  little  visited 
by  English  travellers.  It  originally 
belonged  to  the  league  of  Imperial 
Towns  under  a  bailfi,  but  in  1513  it 
joined  the  Swiss  cantons  as  the  13th 
and  last  canton  of  Switzerland  before 
1798.  The  canton  is  divided  into 
2  parts  or  districts,  called  Bhoden^ 
qmte  independent  of  each  other, 
but  enjoying  only  one  vote  at  the 
diet  Outer  Rhoden  is  a  very  thickly 
peopled  district,  having  8781  Inhab. 
to  the  Germ.  sq.  mile,  who  are 
Protestants.  These  are  almost  ex- 
clusively engaged,  in  manufSftctures, 
chiefly  of  cotton,  muslin,  tambouring, 
&C.  Inner  Rhoden,  on  the  contrary, 
is  a  land  of  herdsmen,  and  is  Roman 
Catholic;  its  high  and  bleak  moun- 
tains produce  nothing  but  rich  pas- 
turage and  sweet  grass,  upon  which 
vast  herds   of  catSe  are  fed.     The 

fovemment,  in  both  states,  is  a  pure 
emocracy :    the  General  Assembly, 
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or  Landtogemeiiide,  is  composed 
of  every  male  bom  in  the  canton. 
In  travelling  through  this  somewhat 
pdmitive  district,  two  unusual  objects 
maj  attract  the  traveller's  attention, — 
the  pillory,  by  the  road-side,  furnished 
with  a  collar  (carcan),  a  hole  for  the 
neck,  a  padlock,  and  a  chain  ;  and 
the  bone-house,  or  ossuaire,  in  the 
churchyards,  destined  to  receive  the 
skulls  and  bones,  which,  after  lying 
a  certain  number  of  years  below 
ground,  are  dug  up  to  make  room 
tor  others;  and,  liaving  been  ticketed 
and  labelled  with  the  names  of  their 
owner,  are  laid  out  for  show  on  shelves 
in  the  bone-house. 

There  is  an  appearance  of  pro- 
sperity, of  cleanliness  and  neatness  in 
Ausser  Hhoden,  which  is  very  pleas- 
ing. The  green  hill-sides  to  their 
very  top  are  studded  wiUi  cheerful 
looking  houses,  the  dwellings  of  the 
peasants.  The  villages  of  Trogen, 
Teufien,  and  Speicher  are  highly  in- 
teresting, for,  though  the  houses  are  of 
wood,  they  are  tastily  and  comfort- 
ably built,  and  most  of  them  with  a 
well-tended  garden  before  them.  In 
fact  many  persons  of  ample  fortune 
reside  in  these  little  towns,  much  of 
the  Swiss  muslin  being  made  or  em- 
broidered here  for  St.  Gall  houses. 
Every  cottage  is  filled  with  females 
assiduously  busied  in  embroidery.  But 
a  remarkable  change  greets  the  tra- 
veller, on  entering  Roman  Catholic 
Inner  Rhoden,  from  Protestant  Outer 
Rhoden.  He  exchanges  cleanliness 
and  industry  for  filth  and  beggary. 
What  may  be  the  cause  of  this  is  not 
a  subject  suitable  for  discussion  here. 
The  AppenzeUers  are  passionately 
fond  of  gjrmnastic  exercises;  and  a 
part  of  every  holiday  is  devoted  to 
wrestling  and  boxine  matches.  Hurl- 
ing the  stone  is  anoUier  frequent  ex- 
ercise. A  mass  of  rock,  varying  in 
weight  from  half  to  a  whole  owt,  is 
poised  on  the  shoulder,  and  then  cast 
forward  a  distance  of  several  feef. 
In  1805  a<  man  of  UmSsch  hurled  a 
stone,  weighing  184  lbs.,  10  ft  The 
AppenzeUers  are  also  capital  shots: 
rifle-matches  are  held  in  summer  on 
almost  every  Sunday,  and  the  crack- 


ing  reports  resound  on  all  sides. 
The  laws  of  the  canton  (especially  of 
Outer  Kioden)  restrict  dancing  to  3 
or  4  days  of  the  year;  but,  as  the 
people  are  much  addicted  to  this 
amusement,  the  law  is  frequently  in- 
fringed, and  the  peasants  will  often 
cross  the  frontier  of  the  canton  in 
order  to  enjoy  unmolested  their  &- 
vourite  amusement  Being  less  over- 
run by  strangers  than  other  parts  of 
Switzerland,  the  prices  at  inns,  chai^ges 
for  g^des,  horses,  &c.,  are  lower  than 
elsewhere. 

Although  the  mountains  of  the 
canton  Appenzell  are  not  of  the  first 
order  of  magnitude,  there  are  few  dis- 
tricts in  the  Alps  which  will  better 
reward  the  loyer  of  nature  who  may 
be  tempted  to  spend  some  days  or 
weeks  in  exploring  its  recesses.  For 
pedestrians  arriving  by  the  Lake  of 
Oonstance,  it  offers  the  most  direct 
and  agreeable  route  for  commencing 
a  walking  tour  in  the  Alps.  It  is 
easily  accessible  by  good  earriaige- 
roads  from  the  £.  and  W.;  and, 
though  litUe  frequented  by  Knglish 
tourists,  it  is  annually  yisited  b^  large 
numbers  of  German  and  Swiss  visitois, 
who  chiefly  come  for  the  sake  of  the 
cure  de  petit  hit,  or  mMen  cnt,  'which 
is  supposed  to  be  very  beneficial  to 
healw.  This  "cure  consists  in  a 
course  of  drinking  goats'-whey,  here 
called  schotten,  whidi  is  brought  in 
large  quantities  eyery  morning,  still 
warm,  to  the  establishments  fre- 
quented by  the  seekers  for  health. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  benefit 
is  often  derived,  bnt  it  may  be  allow- 
able to  believe  that  the  pure  mountain 
air,  healthful  exercise,  and  regular 
life,  haye  as  large  a  share  in  the  effbct 
as  the  goats'-whey.  The  princi|Al 
establishments  of  this  kind  are  at 
Gais,  Weissbad,  Heiden,  Gonten,  and 
Umasch. 


From  the  yillage  of  Rorschach 
there  is  a  carriage-road  fbr  abont 
5  m.,  chiefly  nphul  (omnibus  takes 
nearly  2  hrs.),  to 
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aoairied  out  of  the  regularly  gtrati- 
fied  sandtUme,  and  tent  away  into 
Germany  and  Holland.  1}  m.  to  Grub 
JKaihoiiKhf  and  then  Grub  Seformirt, 
From  henoe  it  is  an  hour's  walk  to 
Heiden,  bat  pedestrians  may  go  direct 
to  Trogen,  passing  over  the  summit  of 
the  Kaien,  a  hiU  3668  ft.  in  height, 
commanding  a  fine  view.  Taming 
to  the  rL,  or  somewhat  W.  of  S.,  below 
ch.  of  the  Reformxrt  Grvbt  the  summit 
is  reached  in  1  hr.;  descent  to  Trogen 
H  hr.y  orlcBS, 

HeOeii.  (Itma:  Freyhof,  good, 
TOMns  7  fr.  to  12  fr.  a-week  for 
persons  making  a  stay ;  Lion  (L5we), 
clean  and  cheap ;  Krone ;  londe.)  In 
addition  to  the  whey-cure  there  are 
mineral  waters  here,  and  it  is  much 
frequented  duringthe  summer.  This 
pretty  Tillage  (Pop.  2284),  rebuilt 
since  1838,  when  it  was  burnt  to 
the  groundl,  lies  in  the  midst  of  pleas- 
ing pastoral  scenery,  and  many  agree- 
able excursions  may  be  made. 

a«  About  4  m.  S.  of  Heiden  from 
the  little  ch.  of  St.  Anthony  {St.  An- 
toni  Capdle)^  a  beautiful  view  is 
gained,  looking  over  the  valley  of 
3ie  Rhine,  and  part  of  the  Lake  of 
Constance,  and  at  the  opposite  ranges 
of  the  Yorarlberg  and  lichtenstein 
mountains. 

h.  The  top  of  the  Kaien,  above  men- 
tionedv  is  reached  from  Heiden  in 
1^  hr.  It  is  about  5  m.  by  a  good 
road  from  Heiden  to 

TVcgen  (/nn:  Schafle),  the  seat  of 
the  ffOTemment  of  Appensell  ^Ausser- 
Rhoden).  From  hence  to  Gais  there 
is  a  carriage-road  by  Bfihler,  making 
a  considenible  circuit;  for  pedes- 
trians the  more  agreeable  route  is 
over  the  hill  of  the  Gabris  (2  hrs.  to 
Gala).  Finger-posts-  are  very  nu- 
merous on  tlMB  huls  in  this  district,  so 
that  a  pedestrian  need  rarely  be  at 
fault.  The  top  of  the  GrSbris  is  much 
overgrown  by  forest ;  so  that,  although 
somewhat  higher  than  the  Kaien,  and 
nearer  to  the  high  range  of  the  Sentis, 
the  view  is  less  attractive,  and  few 


tiavellen  will  think  it  worth  while  to 
turn  out  of  the  direct  path,  which  lies 
over  the  shoulder  of  the  hill,  to 

Gais — 7niu:  Ochs,  largest;  Lamm, 
clean  and  cheap;  Krone.  The  bread 
is  very  good  here.  This  little  vil- 
lage of  neat  timber  cottages,  mostly 
converted  into  lodging-houses  by  the 
peasants  their  owners,  irregularly  scat- 
tered over  lawn-like  mea£>ws,  is  situ- 
ated in  an  open  country,  with  nothing 
but  green  pastures  around,  at  an  eleva- 
tion of  3000  ft.  above  the  sea-level 
Yet  the  reputation  of  its  pure  and 
bracing  air,  and  of  its  cure  of  goats* 
whey,  annually  attract  hither  many 
hundred  invalids  from  all  parts  ot 
continental  Europe  ;  and  during  the 
season,  in  July  and  August,  the  prin- 
ciple inns  are  generally  fiUL 

The  peasants'  houses  are  particu- 
larly clean,  trunly  painted  outside. 
The  native  songs  oi  the  cow-herds 
and  dairy-mai£  of  Appenzell  aro 
highly  melodious;  the  music  of  the 
cows'  bells  is  every  where  heard. 

Gais  lies  in  view  of  the  Sentis  and 
its  chain ;  a  noble  object ;  and  at 
the  S.  side  of  the  GSbris,  which  may 
be  reached  with  little  trouble  in  1  hr. 
on  horseback.    Guide  2  fr. 

Gais  is  the  most  central  place  in 
Appenzell,  several  roads  meeting 
there: — 

1.  From  St.  Gall  by  Trogen  (see 
above). 

2.  Another,  more  frequented,  leaves 
the  canton  of  St.  Gall,  and  enters  that 
of  Appenzell  ( Ausser-Rhoden")  a  little 
before  reaching,  by  an  excellent  but 
hilly  road, 

Teuffm-^Inm :  Hecht,  good ;  Lin- 
den ;  Bar).  The  inhabitants  of  this 
flourishing  village  of  neat  cottages  aro 
chiefly  engaged  in  the  manufacturo  and 
embroidery  of  muslin. 

3.  From  Herisan  (Rte.  69)  a  char- 
road,  about  15  m.,  by  Gonten  and 
UmSsch,  whero  thero  aro  establish- 
ments for  the  whey-cure. 

4.  From  Altstetten  (Rte.  66).  The 
new  road  avoids  the  higher  part 
of  the  hill :  on  the  old  road,  2  m. 
to  the  B.  of  Gais,  is  the  Chapel  of 
Stosst  erected  on  the  summit  of  the 
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steep  pass  leading  down  to  the  Rhine 
Thu,  to  oommemorate  the  almost 
inoredible  victory  gained  by  400  men 
of  Appenzell  over  3000  Austrians  in 
1405.  The  Archduke  of  Austria  and 
the  Abbot  of  St  Gall  had  hoped  to 
take  the  Swiss  by  surprise  with  this 
prepotnderating  force.  But  a  handful 
of  the  mountaineers,  under  the  conduct 
of  Count  Rudolph  of  Werdenberg,  as- 
sembled in  haste,  gave  them  battle, 
and  defeated  the  inyaders,  with  a  loss 
of  900  men,  losine  only  20  of  their  own 
party.  The  blood  of  the  slain  is  said  to 
have  discoloured  the  mountain-torrent 
which  flowed  past  the  battle-field  as 
far  as  its  influx  into  the  Rhine.  The 
view  from  the  Stoss  over  the  valley  of 
the  Rhine,  2000  ft  below,  and  of  the 
Huowy  mountains  of  Tyrol  and  Vorarl- 
berg  beyond,  is  of  the  highest  beauty. 
A  very  steep  descent  leads  firom  the 
Stoss  to  Altstetten  riy.  stat.  (Rte.  66). 


It  is  a  distance  of  3^  m.  S.W.  (there 
is  a  footpath  shorter)  from  Gais  to 

Appenzell  —  (/nrw  .•  Hecht,  good; 
Lowe.)  Though  the  chief  pls^  of 
the  district  of  Inner  Rhoden,  this  is 
but  a  large  village  of  3286  Inhab., 
consisting  of  old  wooden  houses, 
with  two  convenU,  and  a  modem 
church  attached  to  a  Gothic  choir, 
painted  with  representations  of  ban- 
ners and  flags  taken  by  the  Appen- 
/.ellers  in  the  15th  cent.,  and  contains 
nothing  remarkable.  This  place  de- 
rives its  name  from  the  country-seat 
of  the  Abbot  of  St.  Gall  (Abten-zelle, 
Abbatis  Cella),  having  been  anciently 
built  here,  when  the  country  around 
was  savage. 

The  Landesgemeinde,  or  Assembly  of 
the  canton,  meets  on  a  square,  near  a 
lime-tree,  every  year.  In  the  Record 
Office,  ArchiOf  are  preserved  a  number 
of  banners,  conquered  by  the  Appen- 
zellers  of  old— the  flags  of  Constance, 
Winterthur,  Feldkirch  ;  the  Tyrolese 
banner  and  free  ensign,  inscribed 
•«Hundert  Tausend  T^ufel,"  con- 
quered at   Landek,   1407 ;    the  Ge- 


noese banner  of  St  George ;  and  two 
captured  from  the  Venetians,  1516,  in 
the  battle  of  Agnadel. 

About  2^  m.  S.E.  of  Appenzell 
is  Weissbad,  a  homely  boarding-house 
and  bathine  establishment,  fairly  wdl 
kept  and  heautifully  situated  in  a 
retired  spot,  at  the  foot  of  the  Sentis, 
surrounded  by  grounds,  from  which 
walks  lead  up  the  mountains.  The 
house  is  capable  of  accommodating  120 
visitors,  but  the  visitors  and  accom- 
modation are  inferior  to  those  at  Gais. 

In  addition  to  the  cure  of  goats* 
whey,  there  are  mineral  springs  as 
Weissbad,  and  the  bath-houses  con- 
tain 80  baths. 

Excursions, —  a.  To  the  Alpensee,  1 
hour's  walk :  very  pretty  scene,  suited 
for  ladies. 

Three  small  torrents,  the  Biren 
(or  Sentis)-bach  £.,  the  Schwinde- 
bfush  S.,  and  the  Weissbach  W.,  issuing 
out  of  3  Alpine  valleys  deeply  fur- 
rowed in  the  sides  of  the  Sentia,  in 
whose  glaciers  they  take  their  rise, 
unite  at  Weissbad,  and  form  the  river 
Sitter. 

h.  About  5  m.  up  the  middle  valley, 
1^  hour's  walk,  is  the  singular 
hermitage  and  chapel  of  the  WHd- 
kxrchlem.  It  is  reached  by  crossing 
the  Alpine  pasture  of  the  Bodmen- 
alp,  which,  m  spite  of  its  elevatioQ, 
is  in  summer  a  perfect  garden,  un- 
folding a  treasure  to  the  botanist, 
and  affording  the  sweetest  herbage  to 
the  cows. 

In  a  recess  scooped  out  of  the  face 
of  a  precipice,  170  ft  above  these 
pastures,  a  little  <^utpel  has  been 
perched.  It  was  built  1648  by  a  pious 
mhabitant  of  Appensell,  and  oedi* 
cated  to  St  Micnael,  and  on  thai 
saint's  day  mass  is  celebrated  here 
annually.  A  bearded  Franciscan  nsed 
to  occupy  the  hermitage  adjoining, 
and  conauct  strangers  through  the 
long  caverns  which  performte  th« 
mountain  behind  his  dwelling.  Noik 
the  innkeeper  is  the  guide. 

A  door  at  the  extremity  of  thb 
rocky  vault  gives  sudden  access  to 


Switzerland, 
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another  fine  paetorfl^e,  the  JSbenalp, 
5090  ft.  above  the  8ea-fe7el,iwhoae  sum- 
mit, where  there  is  an  Intij  is  20  min. 
walk  firom  Wildkirchlein,  command- 
ing a&rmore  extensive  and  a  different 
view,  extending^  over  the  Sentis, 
Kamor,  Knrfirsten,  the  lake  of  Con- 
stance, and  the  Suabian  hills.  No  one 
shoold  omit  going  through  the  natural 
tunnel  perforating  the  mountain. 

c.  The  Seniis,  the  highest  mountain  ' 
in  AppenzeU,  8280  ft.  above  the  sea-  ' 
level,  may  be  ascended  from  Weiss-  I 
bad  in  4}  hours.    The  view  from  the  • 
top  is  much  extolled,  and  a  panorama  { 
or   it   has  been  engraved.    Various 
paths  lead  up  to  it;  the  best  and 
easiest,  which  is  also  perfectly  safe  in 
the  company  of  a  guide,  leads  by  way 
of  the  Meglisalp—- 7tm — (3  stunden); 
WagenlGcKe  (2  stunden);  to  the  sum- 
mit (1  stunde). 

<L  From  Weissbad  to  the  ffohen- 
kasten,  which  is  the  highest  point  of 
the  Kamor  range,  is  a  walk  of  about 
2^  hours.  From  the  top  (a  small 
Inn)  is  a  fine  view  over  the  Bhine 
valley,  part  of  the  Lake  of  Constance, 
the  ^ps  of  yorarlbers%  There  is  a 
path  from  Weissbad  by  Brfillisau,  and 
thence  by  the  Kamor  or  by  the  Hohen- 
kasten,  to  Sennewald  in  the  Rhein- 
thal,  in  5  hours. 

Even  without  ascending  to  the 
sammit  of  the  Kamor,  the  traveller 
crossing  the  ridge  has  a  delightfid 
prospect  over  the  Sentis  and  canton 
AppenzeU  on  one  side,  and  over  the 
lake  of  Constance,  Tyrol,  and  the 
Rhine,  on  the  other.  A  3rd  path 
leads  over  to  Sax  in  the  Rheinthal 
from  the  lower  end  of  the  Fakler  See 
at  the  head  of  the  SantisthaL  None 
of  these  paths  are  easy  to  find  without 
a  guide. 

A  steep  and  rather  difiicult  path, 
commanding  some  fine  views,  leads  S. 
over  the  ridge  of  the  Sentis  by  the 
Krayalp  from  Weissbad  to  Wildhaus, 
the  birUiplaoe  of  Zwingli,  in  Toggen- 
burg  (Rte.  71),  in  7  hrs.;  whence  in 
another  day  Wesen,  or  Wallenstadt, 
may  be  reached.  The  paths  are  diffi- 
cult to  find  without  a  guide. 


ROUTE  69. 

ST.  OALL  TO  nZNACH,  BT  HEIIIBXCHS* 
BAD  AKD  HSKISAU. 

3]  posts  =s  50  Eng.  m. 

Posts.    Eng.  m 


St.  GalL 
Herlaan. 
Wattwyl 
Uznach  . 


... 


1|    =     16* 

1         :^        9 


Diligences  twice  daily  in  6  hrs.  to 
Uznacn.  From  thence  rly.  to  Zurich 
or  Coire. 

This  is  a  very  agreeable  drive 
through  a  well-planted  hilly  country, 
presenting  here  and  there  distant 
views  of  Uie  higher  Alps. 

About  2  m.  from  St.  Gall,  a  little 
beyond  the  village  of  Bruggen,  the 
road  crosses  the  gorge  of  the  Sitter 
by  the  magnificent  Kratzeren  Briicke, 
a  bridge  590  ft  long,  and  85  ft.  above 
the  stream,  biult  1810.  It  is  eclipsed 
by  the  more  colossal  rly.  iron  lattice 
bridge,  580  ft.  lone,  164-  ft.  high,  on  3 
cast-iron  piers.  A  little  after  we  enter 
canton  AppenzeU. 

[About  a  mile  to  the  N.E.  of  Heri* 
sau  is  the  watering-place  called  Bem- 
richabad.  The  JBadhotus  is  an  elegant 
establishment  surrounded  by  agreeable 

fleasure-grounds,  the  creation  of  one 
leinrich  Steiger,  a  rich  manufacturer. 
Two  springs  rising  out  of  gravel,  and 
variously  impregnated  with  iron,  car- 
bonic acid,  &C.,  are  used  for  drinking, 
and  to  supply  the  baths.  Qoats' 
whey  and  asses'  milk  are  also  fur- 
nished to  those  invalids  for  whom 
they  are  prescribed.    Accommodation 

1.  3 
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in  a  cowhouse  U  provided  for  inyalids 
suflering  from  diseases  of  the  chest. 
The  neighbourhood  is  exceedingly 
picturesque.] 


Heriaau — Inns:  Lowe  (Lion),  the 
best;  Hecht  TBrochet) — an  indus- 
trious village  01  Ausser-Rhoden,  con- 
tains 9600  Inhab.,  stands  2334  ft. 
above  the  sea,  and  is  advantageously 
situated  at  the  Junction  of  two 
streams,  the  Glatt  and  Briihlbach, 
which  turns  the  wheels  of  its  nu- 
merous manufactories.  It  is  a 
very  singular  place  from  its  extraor- 
dinary irregularity  of  construction. 
There  are  beautiful  walks  on  the  sur- 
rounding heights;  two  of  them  are 
topped  by  ruinous  castles,  the  Rosen- 
berg and  Rosenburg,  which,  according 
to  the  story,  were  once  connected 
together  by  a  leathern  bridge.  The 
lower  part  of  the  Church  Tbtcer,  in 
which  the  Archives  are  deposited,  is 
the  oldest  building  in  the  canton, 
dating  probably  m>m  the  lib.  cen- 
tury. 

The  articles  chiefly  manufactured 
here  are  muslins,  cottons,  and  silk,  the 
last  a  recent  introduction:  10,200  per- 
sons are  employed  in  Ausser-Rhoden 
in  weaving  muslins,  and  a  very  large 
number  in  embroidering  them. 

TheSimdswyler  Tobel,  a  very  singnilar 
gorge  or  chasm,  deep  and  wild,  aoout 
34  m.  from  Herlsau,  deserves  to  be 
visited. 

There  is  a  direct  road  from  Herisau 
to  Appenzell  TRte.  68),  by  Wald- 
stadt  (If  hours);  Umlisch  (1^),  and 
Gonten  (1):  in  all  5  stunden&B  15  m. 

SchOnengrund, 

Through  an  undulating  country,  we 
reach  the  frontier  of  Appenzell,  and 
re-enter  that  of  its  grasping  neigh- 
bour, St  Gall,  before  arriving  at 

Peterzell:  S  m.  beyond  the  ruined 
CasUe  of  Neu-Toggenburg  lies 

Lichtensteig,  (^Iwn:  Krone,)  a  town 
of  744  Inhab.  on  the  rt  bank  of  the 
Thur,  the  ancient  county  of  Toggen- 
burg.  A  picturesque  and  handsome  old 
Place,  composed  of  lofky  buildings  with 
porticoes,  forms  the  principal  street. 

The  valley  of  the  Thur  is  studded 


with  factories  and  with  the  ooiimtry 
seats  of  their  proprietors. 

Wattmyl  {Ifms:  lion  d'Or;  Bdssli), 
a  pretty  manufacturing  village,  about 
1^  m.  farther,  stand  the  convent  of 
Santa  Maria  and  the  Castle  of  Iberg. 

The  road  soon  after  surmounts  the 
steep  ascent  of  the  ridfe  of  Himmel- 
wala.  From  its  top  a  beantif ul  pros- 
pect expands  to  view;  in  front  the 
lake  of  Ziirich,  with  the  castle,  town, 
and  bridge  of  Rapperschwyl,  in  full 
relief  on  its  maigm;  behmd  it  the 
pine-olad  and  snow-topped  AhBs  of 
Schwytz  and  GImtus;  on  the  £.  the 
remarkable  peaks  of  the  Sieben  Euh- 
firsten,  and  oehind  the  fertile  vale  <^ 
Toggenbuig  (Rte.  71).  The  road  di- 
vides on  the  opposite  side  of  the  hilL 

Uxnaoh  Stat  (Rte.  13). 


ROUTE  71. 


WTL  TO  OOIRE.     THB  TOOOEHBtlfeO. 


7}  posts 

Wyl. 

Wattwyl 
NeMlan 
WUdhans 
Haag     . 
Colre     . 


70^  Eng.  m. 
Posts.    JEog.  m. 


Iff 

1 


«    ia« 


:,U 


10 


Diligence  daily  in  about  7^  hra.  from 
Wattwyl  to  the  Haag  Stat,  qq  the 
rly.  from  Rorschach  to  Coire  (Rte. 
66).  Poet  road. 

Wyl  on  the  railw^ftx>m  Winter- 
thur  to  St  Gall  (Rte.  65).  (/m: 
Schonthal,  or  Post) 

The  road,  after  leaving  Wyl,  con- 
tinues on  the  1.  bank  of  Sie  Thur,  to 
Dietfiirth,  where  it  crosses  the  river  to 


SwUzerland. 
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LkJdmuteig  and  Wattwyl  (Bte.  69). 
From  Wattwyl  the  Speer  may  be 
ascended  in  about  4  hrs.  (Bte.  13). 

Ebnat  (^Trms:  Sonne;  Krone):  2400 
Inbab. ;  cotton  manufactures. 

Ibggenburg,  as  the  lone  and  fertile 
▼alley  of  the  Thur  is  called,  extends 
for  nearly  40  m.,  firom  Wyl  up  to 
the  source  of  that  river,  and  a  splendid 
specimen  of  a  Swiss  valley  it  is, 
embracing  within  its  range  almost 
all  the  various  features  of  Alpine 
scenery,  save  that  there  is  scarcely  a 
tract  of  level  alluvial  bottom  to  be 
found  in  its  whole  extent;  its  sides 
being  everywhere  steep  or  undulating. 
It  is  bounded  by  high  mountains;  on 
the  N.  by  the  Sentis,  and  on  the  S>.  by 
the  peaks  of  the  Kurfiirsten.  It  was 
anciently  governed  by  counts  of  its 
own.  When  their  line  became  extinct, 
1436,  the  district  was  claimed  by  can- 
ton Ziirich,  and  a  memorable  war  on 
the  subject  ensued,  in  which  the  Swiss 
cantons  for  the  first  time  fought  with 
one  another.  It  finally,  in  1469,  fell  to 
the  abbot  of  St  Gall,  whose  succes- 
sors had  continual  disputes  with  the 
inhabitants,  especially  after  the  Re- 
formation. In  1712  the  abbots,  after 
much  fighting,  were  expelled,  but  re- 
stored in  1718.  Since  1803,  the  Tog- 
genburg  has  formed  part  of  canton 
Ht.  GaS.  It  is  thickly  peopled;  its 
inhabitants,  an  industrious  race,  are 
chiefly  occupied  with  the  manufiuiture 
of  muslin  and  cotton. 

Neaslau  (^Inn:  Krone),  a  scattered 
village.  Fop.  2400.  Ascent  of  the 
Speer.    Through  a  defile  to  Stem. 

AH  St.  Johann  {Inn:  Hirsch),  in  a 
wild  district  The  river  Thur  rises  at 
Unter- Wasaer,  at  the  foot  of  the  Mte 

Mann. 

Upon  the  high  ground  dividing  the 
valley  of  the  Thur  from  that  of  the 
Rhine,  stands  the  remote  village 

WHdhau8  —  (Tnn:  Sonne,  Hirsch), 
3460  ft  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  and 
at  the  S.  base  of  the  Sentis,  between 
it  and  the  7  Kurfarsten.  It  is  remark- 
able only  as  the  birthplace  of  the  Swiss 
reformer,  XHrich  Zwingli  The  house 
in  vrhich  he  first  saw  the  light  (Jan.  1, 
14B4)  still  exists  in  the  hamlet  of 
Iiisighaus.     It   is   an   humble   cot- 


tage of  wood;  its  walls  formed  of  the 
stems  of  trees,  its  roof  weighed  down 
by  stones  to  protect  it  from  the  wind. 
It  has  resist^  the  inroads  of  time  for 
more  than  350  years;  and  the  beams 
and  trunks  whicn  compose  it  are  black 
with  aee.  Zwineli's  mmily  were  pea- 
sants; ne  quitted  home  when  10  years 
old,  to  go  to  school  at  Bale. 

[There  is  a  steep  pass  over  the 
Kray  Alp  from  Wildhaus  to  Appen- 
sell,  by  the  Stiefelschlucht  and 
Sentis ;  8  hrs.,  rather  difficult] 

The  road,  surmounting  the  Bemmer 
Tobel,  descends  bv  two  sweeping 
zigzags  into  the  valley  of  the  Bnine 
near  Gams,  and  soon  after  reaches 

ffaag  Stat,  on  the  rly. 

Thence  by  Werdenberg  Stat  on  the 
rly.  to 

Coire  (Bte.  66). 


EOUTE  72. 

WE8EK  OR  BICHTERSCHWTL  TO  8CHWYTZ 
—  EIN8IEDELN  —  MORGARTEN. 


Weaen  to  T^adien   .     . 
Lichen  to  Schlndelegi . 


MUes. 
.  16 
.    8 


Rlchtenchwyl  to  Sctdndelegi     8 

Schlndelegl  to  Rothenthnnn  .    7 
Rothenthnrm  to  Schwyta      .    8 

Total,  Wesen  to  Schwytz,  38  m.; 
Bichterschwyl  to  Schwy  tz,  18  m. 

Diligence  from  Bichterschwyl  to 
Schwytz,  and  to  Einsiedeln,  aud  from 
Wesen  to  Lachen. 

The  road  from  Wesen  after  cross- 
ing the  Linth  keeps  by  the  side  of  the 
hms  to  Lachen  (Inn:  Bar),  a  village 
of  1200  Inhab.,  on  the  margin  of  me 
lake  of  Zurich.  It  thence  passes 
through  Pfaffikon  near  the  long  bridee 
of  Bapperschyl,  and  soon  afterwards 
begins  to  ascend  the  steep  slope  of 
the  Ettel  or  Teusisberg,  and  crosses 
the    Sihl    at   Schindehji,    ascending 
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aeain.  Many  delightful  views  are 
obtained  in  ascending,  over  the 
lake  of  Zurich,  and  the  summit  com- 
mands a  good  view  of  the  Mythen 
(Mitres),  Kig^,  andf  other  mountains 
in  that  direction.  The  holy  hermit 
Meinrad,  the  founder  of  Einsiedeln, 
originally  fixed  himself  on  the  top  of 
the  Etzel,  but  the  concourse  of  people 
attracted  to  the  spot  by  his  reputation 
for  holiness  drove  him  in  search  of 
solitude  deep  into  the  wilderness.  A 
little  chapel  stands  on  the  spot  sup- 
posed to  have  been  occupied  by  his 
cell.  Near  it  is  an  inn.  From  this 
chapel  the  first  view  of  Einsiedeln  is 
obtained;  the  descent  thither  occu- 
pies 1^  hour. 

[The  road  from  Richterschwyl  im- 
mediately begins  to  ascend  and  joins 
the  other  at  Schindelegi.] 

A  mile  and  a  half  from  Schindelegi 
is 

BiberbrOoke  {Inn),  Here  the  road 
to  Einsiedeln  turns  off  to  the  1.  Pas- 
sengers by  the  diligences  on  the  main 
road,  have  a  scramble  for  seats  with 
those  that  arrive  from  Einsiedeln. 

rrhe  road  is  studded  at  intervals 
wiUi  chapels  called  stations,  each  con- 
taining a  representation  of  some  event 
in  the  Passion  of  our  Lord,  at  which 
the  pilgrims  may  stop  and  tell  their 
beaas. 

Einsiedeln  (French,  Notre  Dame 
des  Eremites;  Lat,  Monasterium 
Eremitarum).  Inna:  P&u  (Paon)  ; 
clean  and  good ;  the  charges  are  raised 
during  the  pilgprimage.  There  are  in 
all  55  inns  and  20  alehouses  here, 
mostly  desigpied  for  the  reception  of 
poor  pilgrims,  and  distinguished  by  a 
singular  variety  of  sie;ns. 

The  Abbey  of  Einsiedeln,  which 
forms  the  nucleus  of  a  village  of  a 
few  hundred  inhabitants,  rises  high  on 
a  naked  undulating  plain  3000  ft  above 
the  sea,  producing  little  but  pasture. 
It  is  partly  sheltered  by  a  range  of 
wooded  hills  on  the  S.E. 

The  Monastery  itself,  an  extensive 
building  in  the  modem  Italian  style, 
is  imposing,  less  from  its  architecture 
than  its  size  and  iu  situation  in  so 
remote  and  naked  a  solitude.  The 
existing  edifice  dates  from  the  18th 


century  (1719),  and  is  the  6th  or  7  th 
raised  on  this  spot  since  the  first 
foundation  of  the  abbey,  the  others 
having  been  destroyed  by  fire.  It  occu- 
pies a  stately  site  upon  the  hill  side, 
separated  from  the  humbler  buildings 
oi  the  village  by  a  wide  square. 

The  origin  of  the  abbey  is  thna  ac^ 
counted  for  in  the  histories  published 
under  the  authority  of  the  monks  : — 
In  the  days  of  Charlemagne  a  holy 
anchorite  named  Meinrad,  of  the  noble 
house  of  Hohenzollem,  repaired  to  this 
remote  wilderness  (then  called  the 
Finsterwald)  to  end  his  days  in  soli- 
tude and  prayer,  devoting  himself  to 
tend  a  little  bfacik  image  m  the  Virgin 
which  had  been  given  to  him  by  St. 
Hildegarde,  abbess  of  Ztirich.  This 
holy  man  was  murdered  by  two  rob- 
bers in  861 ;  but  their  foul  deed, 
which  they  had  hoped  would  escape 
detection  on  a  spot  so  remote  frvm 
the  haunts  of  men,  was  broug'ht  to 
light  by  two  pet  ravens  reared  by 
Meinrad,  which  pursued  the  mur- 
derers with  croakme  cries,  and  flap- 
pine  wines,  over  hiU  and  dale,  as  far 
as  Ziirich,  where  their  guilt  was  de- 
tected, and  fchey  suffered  for  it  on  the 
place  now  occupied  by  the  Raven  inn. 
The  reputation  of  sanctity,  however, 
surrounding  the  spot  where  the  saint 
had  lived,  increased  so  much  after  his 
death,  that  his  cell  was  rebuilt,  and 
a  church  founded  by  a  community  of 
Benedictine  hermits  (Einsiedlem). 
The  first  abbot  was  Eberard,  and  it 
is  affirmed  by  the  monkish  legend, 
and  perpetuated  in  the  bull  of  Pope 
Pius  Vin.,  that  when  the  Bishop  of 
Constance  was  about  to  consecrate 
the  church  on  the  14th  of  September, 
948,  he  was  aroused  at  midnight  by 
the  sounds  of  angelic  minstrelsy,  and 
was  informed  next  day,  by  a  voice 
from  heaven,  that  there  was  no  need 
for  him  to  proceed  with  the  sacred 
rite,  as  the  cnurch  had  been  already 
consecrated  by  the  powers  of  heftven, 
and  by  the  presence  of  the  Saviour  ! 
The  Pope  pronounced  this  a  true 
miracle,  and,  in  consideration  of  it, 
granted  plenary  indulgence  to  all  pil- 
grims who  should  repair  to  the  ahnne 
of  Our  Lady  of  tlic  Hermits,  in   thf* 
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words  inscribed  upon  the  drarch, 
**  fiic  est  plena  remissio  peccatorum  k 
calp4  et  a  poBni.**  The  consequence 
of  this  has  been  that  during  9  cen- 
times there  has  been  an  almost  unin- 
terrupted influx  of  pilgrims  from  the 
surroundii^  countries  to  this  shrine, 
and  of  wesJth  to  the  monastery.  In 
process  of  time  these  pious  bene- 
factions increased  its  revenues  and 
domains  to  an  enormous  extent ;  it 
ranked  second  to  St.  Oall  alone  of 
all  the  monasteries  in  Switzerland. 
Its  abbot  became  a  prince  of  the  holy 
Bonum  empire,  witn  a  seat  in  the 
diet.  He  had  his  hereditary  officers, 
his  chamberlain,  marshal,  and  cup- 
bearer ;  and  these  posts  were  filled  by 
personages  of  noble  or  princely  rank. 
He  also  enjoyed  the  right  of  criminal 
jurisdiction  and  the  power  of  life  and 
death  in  seyeral  parishes  and  circles. 
Down  to  the  16th  century  the  abbots 
themselves  were  of  noble  &milies. 

The  French  revolutionary  invaders 
of  1798  stripped  Einsiedeln  of  its  re- 
sources and  treasures,  and  carried  off 
the  figure  of  the  Virgin  to  Paris  ;  but 
the  monks,  on  abandoning  the  con- 
vent, transported  with  them  into  Ty- 
rol a  dupucate  figure,  which  they 
assert  to  be  the  authentic  oriffinaL 
Notwithstanding  these  untoward  cir- 
cumstances, the  abbey  remains  at  the 
present  day  the  richest  in  Switser- 
Lnd,  and  tne  Black  Virgin,  whether 
an  original  or  a  copy,  has  lost  none  of 
her  reputation.  The  aven^  annual 
number  of  pilgrims  who  receive  the 
sacrament  m  the  church  is  150,000. 
In  the  course  of  the  year  1700  there 
were  202,000  ;  in  1861  about  the  same 
number  ;  in  1834,  36,000  pikprims  re- 

?ured  to  thQ  shrine  within  a  fortnight. 
he  great  feast-day  is  Sept.  14.  Many 
of  the  pilgrims  are  deputies  paid  by 
others,  wwilthier  sinners,  to  do  penance 
for  their  principals,  who  remain  at 
home,  and  a  pilgnmage  thus  performed 
by  proxy  is  considered  equally  effi- 
eacious  with  one  made  in  person. 

The  convent  contains  about  100 
Benedictine  monks,  including  lay- 
brothers,  novices,  &c.  . 

In  die  square  in  front  of  the  convent  I 
stands   a  fountain    with  14  jets   off 


water,  from  all  of  which  the  pilgrims 
drink,  as  it  is  traditionally  reported 
that  our  Saviour  drank  from  one,  but 
from  which  of  them  is  not  known.  In 
the  centre  of  the  pile  of  conventual 
buildings  stands,  as  is  usual  in  Be- 
nedictine monasteries,  the  Churchy 
which  has  been  compared  with]  that 
of  St.  John  Lateran  at  Rome.  The 
interior  is  somewhat  gaudily  orna- 
mented with  inferior  paintings,  marble 
and  gilding.  A  few  feet  from  the 
entrance  stands  the  Shrine  or  Chapel 
of  the  Virgin,  of  black  marble,  with  a 
grating  in  front,  through  which,  by 
the  glare  of  an  ever-burning  lamp,  the 
spectator  perceives  the  pslladium  of 
the  temple,  a  little  black  figure  of  the 
Virgin  and  Child,  attired  in  gold  bro- 
cade, glittering  with  jewels,  and  bear- 
ing crowns  of  gold  on  their  heads. 
The  space  in  front  of  the  shrine  is 
rarely  free  of  worshippers,  and  com- 
monly hundreds,  nay,  at  times,  thou- 
sands of  devotees  may  be  seen  pros- 
trate before  iL  The  walls  of  this  part 
of  the  church  are  covered  with  votive 
tablets,  rude  paintings  in  oil,  on  which 
no  kind  of  accident  or  misfortune  is 
omitted,  though  they  are  chiefly  de- 
voted to  representations  of  escapes 
from  fire  and  water,  all  effected  by  the 
supposed  miraculous  interference  of 
the  miage.  Its  influence,  however,  is 
not  limited  to  incidents  of  private  life, 
many  of  the  ereat  events  of  history, 
such  as  the  victory  of  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholic cantons  at  Kappel,  are  classed 
among  the  triumphant  interpositions 
of  our  Lady  of  the  Hermits.  250  new 
votive  tablets  were  hune  up  in  1835, 
older  ones  being  removed  to  make  way 
for  them. . 

In  the  Chapel  of  the  JUagdalene,  a 
church  of  itself  in  size,  on  the  1.  of  the 
choir,  are  28  confessionals,  over  each  of 
which  is  vmtten  the  langua^  in  which 
confessions  will  be  received  m  it,  either 
Qerman,  Italian,  French,  or  Bomansch. 

The  Treasury,  once  so  rich  in  church 
plate,  was  plundered  b^  the  French 
m  1798,  and  one  splendid  monstrance 
alone  remains,  but  it  is  not  readily 
shown.  The  monastery  includes,  be- 
sides the  lodgings  for  the  Abbot  and 
the  brethren,  a  handsome  refectory. 
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a  kitchen,  an  hospital,  a  libfxury  con- 
taining 26,000  vols.,  a  museum  con- 
taining some  fossils  and  minerals,  a 
free  school  and  boarding-school,  the 
pupils  of  which  are  taught  by  the 
monks,  and  a  large  cellar  running 
under  the  greater  part  of  the  edifice. 
During  meals,  passages  of  some  ap- 
proved author,  such  as  Lineard's  His- 
tory of  England,  Cobbetrs  History 
of  the  Reformation,  &c.,  are  read 
aloud  to  the  assembled  brotherhood, 
and  even  at  times  portions  of  news- 
papers. 

ZwingU,  the  reformer,  was  curate  of 
Einsiedeln  from  1516  to  1519.  Theo- 
phrastus  Paracelsus  von  Hohenheim 
was  bom  here,  or  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, in  1498. 

There  is  a  rough  foot  path  under 
the  Mythenberg  (Mitres  hill),  called 
the  Hacken^  by  Alpthal,  from  Einsie- 
deln to  Schwytz,  shorter  than  the 
carriage-road.  It  takes  4A  hrs.  to 
walk:  no  guide  is  needed.  Near  the 
top  is  an  inn,  from  which  the  peak, 
called  iTocAsiticA/t  (4470  fU),  is  f  hr's. 
walk. 

The  carriage  -  road  to  Schwytz 
makes,  at  first,  a  considerable  detour : 
the  footpath  is  shorter,  crossing  the 
Katzenstrick,  a  large  tract  of  upland 
meadow  or  common,  direct  to  Alt- 
mattl 

Rodienthurm  (Inn  dirty  and  extor- 
tionate ;  it  is  better  to  stop  at  La- 
ohen),  a  village  of  nearly  800  Inhab., 
is  the  place  of  meeting  of  the  general 
assembly  of  the  canton  Schwytz,  con- 
vened here  every  two  years,  in  the 
open  air,  on  the  first  fine  Sunday  in 
May.  The  Landamman  is  president, 
and  every  citizen  above  the  age  of  18 
has  a  vote.  These  meetings  aSbrd  no 
favourable  specimen  of  the  working 
of  universal  sufifrage,  as  thej  frequently 
terminate  in  rioting  and  violence.  Eor 
example,  in  May,  1838,  9000  voters 
collected  here ;  the  show  of  hands  was 
declared  to  be  in  favour  of  the  govern- 
ment \  but  Uie  Liberal  party  being 
dissatisfied  with  the  result,  a  battle 
ensued,  in  which  the  hustings  were 
broken  and  many  persons  much  in- 
jured. The  democrats,  enraged  at 
their  defeat,  published  a  manifesto, 


caULneon  the  ''liberals  to  meet  in 
their  districts,  and  expel  the  rich  frt>m 
their  assemblies  as  their  ancestors  ex- 
pelled Gressler,  since  the  government 
of  the  rich  has  become  a  government 
of  murderers." 

Rothenthurm  receives  its  name  from 
a  Red  Tower  still  standing  and  form- 
ing part  of  the  defences  of  a  long  wall 
or  ramnart,  erected  by  the  Schwy tzers 
along  tneir  W.  frt>ntier,  to  ward  off  the 
Inroads  of  their  lordly: and  lawless 
neighbours.  It  extended  hence  as  far 
as  Arth. 

About  2  m.  W.  of  Rothenthurm,  en 
the  confines  of  the  canton  of  Zug,  easily 
reached  by  a  road  turning  to  the  ru 
between  Rothenthurm  and  £oce  Homo, 
leading  to  the  little  chapel  of  St.  James, 
on  the  borders  of  the  lake  of  E^eri 
(Rte.  15),  is  MosGABTEN,  memorabte  in 
Swiss  annab  as  the  scene  of  their  first 
struggle  for  independence}  as  the  spot 
where  the  chivalry  of  Austria  were 
worsted,  and  their  leader,  Duke  Leo- 
pold, compelled  to  flv  with  disgrace, 
on  the  15th  of  November,  1315, 8  years 
alter  the  eiq>ulsion  of  the  Austrian 
bailiffik  Fired  with  the  hope  of  r^ 
venge  and  with  feelings  of  hereditary 
hatred,  the  duke  led  on  his  mail-dad 
cavalry  along  the  narrow  strand  be- 
tween the  l^e  and  the  hills.  Just 
where  the  ascent  into  the  upland 
country  of  Schwytz  commences,  run- 
ning up  a  narrow  defile,  the  Austrians 
were  met  by  the  confederates,  a 
mere  handfrd  of  men  in  compari- 
son with  their  host,  but  of  hardy 
frame  and  resolute  spirit,  posted  on  the 
ridge  of  the  Sattel,  near  Hasdraatt 
The  first  bold  charge  of  the  Swiss, 
rushing  on  with  sworas  and  dubs,  was 
aided  by  a  dischaige  of  rocks  from  the 
heights  above,  which  quickly  threw 
into  confusion  the  raoiks  of  heavy- 
armed  knights.  They  attempted  to 
fall  back,  out  their  evolutions  were 
prevented  by  the  infentry  pressing 
on  in  their  rear.  Without  ro<Nn  to 
manoeuvre,  or  even  to  turn  (for  the 
naturallv  confined  marein  of  Uie  lake 
was  at  that  time  diminisned  by  an  un- 
usual increase  of  its  waters),  the  proud 
knights  were  totally  at  the  mercy  of 
their  light-armed  foes.  Many,  in  order 
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to  escape  the  sword,  perished  by  plung- 
ing mto  the  lake  ;  the  rush  of  the 
cavahry  overwhelmed  the  infimtry  be- 
hind, and  in  a  short  time  the  whole 
army  was  thrown  into  panic  and  dis^ 
order.  The  Austrians  lost  die  flower 
of  their  nobility,  and  Leopold  with 
difficulty  escaped.  This  astounding 
Tictory,  the  Marathon  of  Swiss  history, 
was  grained  in  1^  hr.,  over  a  force  of 
20,000  well-armed  men,  bv  1300  moun- 
taineers, who  now  for  tne  first  time 
met  an  army  in  the  field. 

The  appropriate  memorial  of  their 
success  erected  by  the  Swiss  was,  ao- 
cordine  to  custom,  a  Chapel^  dedicated 
to  St  James;  and  service  is  performed 
in  it  annually,  on  the  anniversary  of 
the  fight 

The  little  village  of  Biberegg^  on 
the  opposite  TK)  side  of  BothenUiunn, 
was  the  craole  of  the  £unily  of  Re- 
ding, one  of  the  oldest  ana  noblest 
iu  ue  canton,  and  whose  name  ap- 
pears oftener  with  credit  than  any 
other.  There  is  scarcely  a  battle  in 
which  they  are  not  mentioned,  and 
they  have  45  times  filled  the  office  of 
iirnHftTwinATi^  the  hiehest  in  the  state. 
In  1798  Aloys  Bedme,  a  hero  worthy 
of  such  an  ancestry,  fed  on  the  brave 
inhabitants  of  these  mountains  to  op- 
pose, in  defence  of  their  liberties  and 
constitution,  a  fiEur  outnumbering  force 
of  IVench  under  General  Scnauen- 
berg.  The  Swiss  met  the  invaders  in 
the  valley  of  Rothenthurm,  and  drove 
them  back  as  far  as  the  lake  of  Egeri 
and  the  field  of  their  ancient  victory 
of  Morgarten.  This  proved  but  a 
temporary  gleam  of  success.  Their 
victory  had  cost  them  so  large  a  num- 
ber of  men,  that  they  were  unable  to 
renew  the  contest;  and  an  overwhelm- 
ing force  of  French  marching  into  die 
canton  rendered  all  further  resistance 
hopeless. 

A  long  descent,  commandine  a  fine 
view  of  SchwytK,  of  the  singidar  and 
picturesque  Mythen  (Mitre)  mountains 
oehind  it,  and  of  the  lake  of  Lowertz, 
with  part  of  the  fall  of  the  Bossberg 
(Bte.  17),  leads  through  Sattel,  past 
the  chapel  of  Eoce  Homo,  to  SUmen, 
a  small  village,  having  two  Inn$ 
(Bossli,  Krone),  memorable    as    the 


birthplace  of  Werner  Stauffikcher,  one 
of  the  three  conspirators  of  the  GrUtli, 
nearly  4  hours'  drive  from  Einsiedeln. 
A  small  ehapei,  adorned  with  rude 
frescoes  of  scenes  from  his  life,  and 
the  battle  of  Morgarten,  is  dedicated 
to  his  memory.  It  was  built  in  1400. 
The  Bonehouse  is  as  old  as  1111. 
Schwytg,  (Rte.  17.^ 
[Travellers  bound  m>m  Einsiedeln 
to  the  Rigi  or  Lucerne  need  not  enter 
SchwTtz.  Soon  after  leaving  Steinen, 
a  path  branching  off  to  the  rt  leads, 
in  about  1^  hour,  to  Goldau  (Rte.  17).] 


ROUTE  73. 

SCHWYTZ  TO  GLARUS,  BT  XUOTTA,  THK 
PKAGEL  PASS,  AHD  THE  KLONTHAU 

Stimdefli.   Eng.ni. 
Sofawyts. 
MuoitaThal      ...    3     =     9 
Summit  of  the  Pragel       3i    =    lOi 
Richiaau li    =      4i 

VonUMQ 1        es        3 

Olanu 3     s=     9 

12  36 

These  are  the  distances  as  reckoned 
in  the  country,  and  a  horse  will  re- 
quire at  least  12  hrs.,  but  a  good 
walker  wiU  accomplish  the  itistanoe 
in  10^  hrs.  There  being  a  carriage- 
road  from  Schwyts  to  Muotta,  and 
a  good  road  from  Vorauen  to  Glarus, 
those  who  can  walk  6  leagues  have 
no  need  of  horses,  and  wm  be  bet- 
ter off  without  them.  The  regular 
charge  for  a  horse  fh>m  Schwytz  to 
Glarus  is  25  fr.  (induding  return  fare), 
but  advantage  is  taken  of  travellers 
arriving  at  Brunnen  or  Schwytz  to 
demand  a  higher  rate.    A  gwde  to 
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Qlarus  5  fr.,  and  5  fr.  return  fiire. 
A  pedestrian  can,  for  2  fir.,  hire  a  boy  at 
Maotta  to  show  the  way  as  far  as  Richi- 
sau,  beyond  which  no  euide  is  needed. 
There  is  a  footpath  rather  shorter  than 
the  char-road  irom  Schwy  tz,  by  which 
Muotta  may  be  reached  in  2^  hrs. 
The  road  crosses  the  plain  to  Ibach, 
a  village  of  scattered  houses  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Muotta  Thai,  which  here 
assumes  the  character  of  a  contracted 
gor^;  higher  up  it  opens  out,  and 
exhibits  considerable  capabilities  for 
cultivation.  The  road  ascends  the  L 
bank  of  the  stream,  traversing  Ober 
Schonenbach,  down  to  which  point  the 
Russians,  under  Suwarrow,  arove  the 
French  commanded  by  Massena,  Mor- 
tier,  and  Soult,  in  his  desperate  at- 
tempt to  force  his  way  through  them 
to  join  the  Russian  army  at  Zurich, 
in  1799.  The  stone  bridge  (long  since 
swept  away  by  the  torrent  and  re- 
placed by  a  covered  wooden  bridge  at 
a  higher  elevation)  near  this,  which 
carried  the  road  over  to  the  rt  bank, 
was  taken  and  retaken  many  times  ; 
the  mingled  blood  of  the  two  nations 
crimsoned  the  stream  which  swept 
down  their  floating  bodies. 

Beyond  Ried  there  is  another  bridge, 
near  which  is  a  pretty  waterfall,  and 
a  third  brings  the  traveller  to 

Muotta  Thai,  or  Mutten  (a  neat  and 
cheap  little  /nn,  Zum  Hirs(m— between 
the  cnuroh  and  the  brid^),  the  prin- 
cipal villaee  of  the  valley,  on  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  stream.  The  parish 
contains  1480  Inhab.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood is  the  Nvgmery  of  St,  Joseph, 
a  very  ancient  and  primitive  convent, 
founded  1280.  The  sisters  are  poor, 
and  their  mode  of  living  homely;  they 
make  their  own  clothes  and  their  own 
hay;  the  superior  is  called  Frau  Mut- 
ter. They  receive  visits  from  stran^rs 
without  the  intervention  of  a  gratmg, 
and  will  even  give  a  lodging  to  a  re- 
spectable traveller.  Whoever  avails 
himself  of  this  must  remember  that 
the  convent  is  too  poor  to  aflbrd  gra- 
tuitous hospitality.  They  speak  no 
French. 

From  Muotta  a  path  leads  by  the 

Kinsig  Culm  to  ^torf.     It  was  by 

his  path  that  Suwarrow  brought  his 


troops.    Another  pass  leads  by  the 
Bisi  Thai  to  Stachelberg  (Rte.  75). 

On  the  nieht  of  S«>t.  27th  and 
28th,  1799,  3ie  inhabitants  of  the 
remote  and  peaceful  valley  of  Muotta 
were  surprised  by  the  arrival  of  aa 
army  of  an  unlmown  hation  and 
tongue,  whose  very  name  many  of 
them  had  never  heard,  which  came 
pourine  down  upon  their  cottages  and 
n*een  nelds  from  the  heights  of  the 
Ainzie  Culm,  by  paths  and  precipices 
usual^  resorted  to  only  by  a  solitary 
shepherd.  These  were  the  24,000 
Russians  under  Suwarrow,  whose 
march  out  of  Italy  is  recounted  in 
Rtes.  34,  75,  and  80.  Here  the 
seneral  first  heard  the  news  of  the 
defeat  of  Korsakow  and  the  main 
Russian  army  at  Zurich.  He  at 
first  gave  no  credence  to  the  report, 
and  would  have  hung  the  peasant  who 
communicated  it  as  a  spy  and  tndtor, 
but  for  the  intercession  of  the  lady 
mother  of  St  Joseph's  nunnery.  £[e 
was  now  beset  on  all  sides;  part  of 
Lecourbe's  division  followed  his  rear, 
Molitor  occupied  the  summit  of  the 
Muotta  Thai,  and  Mortier  and  Mas- 
sena blocked  up  its  mouth.  The  bold 
attempt  to  cut  his  way  out,  through 
the  forces  of  the  latter  general,  was 
defeated,  as  already  mentioned,  chiefly 
by  the  unexpeetea  arrival  of  a  fresh 
reinforcement  under  Lecourbe  in  per- 
son, thoui^h  with  vast  loss  to  the 
French.  The  veteran  conqueror  was 
compelled,  for  the  first  time  in  his 
career,  to  order  a  retreat,  and  to 
adopt  the  only  alternative  of  crossing 
thePragel  into  Glarus.  The  detach- 
ments of  Molitor's  advanced  g^ard 
were  quickly  driven  in  before  faim, 
and  the  greater  portion  made  pri- 
soners. Suwarrow's  rear-guard,  how- 
ever, encumbered  with  sick  and 
wounded,  was  greatly  harassed  by 
Massena;  but  the  republicans  were 
again  repulsed  with  loss,  and  driven 
back  nearly  to  Schwyti.  Suwarrow 
expected  to  be  able  to  reach  ZuriiA 
from  Glarus;  there  to  join  and  rally 
the  broken  forces  of  Korsakow;  but 
Molitor,  in  person,  warned  of  his  ap* 
proach,  toot  possession  of  the  posi* 
tion  of  Nafels,  blocking  up  the  outlet 
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of  the  Linth  Thai,  as  Maasena  had 
intercepted  his  passage  down  the 
Muotta  Thai,  and  the  Bnssian  once 
more  found  his  plans  foiled  and 
baffled.  Fearing  to  be  hemmed  in 
on  ail  sides  by  the  French,  he  gave 
his  troops  a  few  days  of  rest  at 
Glams,    rendered    absolutely   indis- 

Sensable  by  the  ftttigues  they  had  un- 
errone,  after  which  he  once  more 
took  to  the  mountains,  ascending  the 
Semft  Thai  (Rte.  80)  and  crossing  the 
Panixer  Pass  to  the  Orisons. 

A  little  beyond  the  nunnery,  at  the 
end  of  the  yillaee,  the  view  into  the 
Bisithal  is  very  beautiful 

The  Pragel  pass  is  exceedingly 
steep  and  stony  on  the  Muotta  side, 
and  sometimes  marshy,  and  is  scarcely 
fit  for  horses,  which  moreover  are  not 
easily  to  be  found  at  Muotta.  Thete 
are  no  difHculties  on  the  Glarus  side. 
There  is  no  need  for  a  guide  in  clear 
weather,  as  the  pass  is  much  used  by 
the  natives. 

From  the  inn  at  Muotta  the  path 
continues  for  about  25  min.  among  the 
fields  and  houses,  then  crosses  the 
stream  which  descends  from  Pragel, 
and  immediately  ascends  rapidly  its 
L  bank,  very  rocky  and  rugged 
for  the  first  2  hrs.,  after  which  and 
at  the  top  there  are  large  marshy 
or  boggy  patches  with  ^anks  and 
stones  laid  across  them.  There  is 
nothine  striking  in  the  scenery  on 
this  side. 

The  Col  of  the  Pragel  (5200  ft.)  is 
flat;  there  is  a  ch41et  where  bread, 
wine,  &C.,  can  be  procured,  but  it  is 
abandoned  in  the  nrst  week  of  Sept., 
and  snow  is  said  to  melt  late  and 
fall  soon  on  the  pass. 

The  first  part  of  the  descent  is 
gende,  but  in  about  20  min.  the  Klon- 
thal opens,  and  the  valley  is  partly 
block^  up  by  a  huge  barrier,  which 
appears  to  be  an  ancient  moraine; 
the  path  makes  a  detour  to  the  left  to 
avoid  this  obstacle,  and  then  descends 
more  rapidly  through  pines  to 

Bichisau,  where  there  is  a  clean 
rustie  Imty  kcrpt  by  civil  people. 

The  Klonthal,  mto  which  the  tra- 
veller now  descends,  is  exceedingly 
beantifaL  On  the  rt  hand  it  is  waQed 


in  by  the  Olarmach  rising  in  an  ab- 
rupt and  sheer  precipice,  terminated 
by  a  sharp  edge  of  ice,  and  on  the  1. 
by  the  Wiggis,  scarcely  less  abrupt. 
It  is  a  charming  walk  of  less  than  an 
hour  down  hill,  chiefly  over  green 
pastures  and  meadows,  to 

Voraueti,  where  there  is  a  very 
good  country  Irm,  kept  by  F.  Weber, 
an  attentive  landlord.  A  country 
cart  with  seats  can  generally  be  ob- 
tained here;  but  it  is  a  better  plan  to 
make  this  the  sleeping-place,  and  pro- 
ceed next  morning  to  Glarus.  The 
landlord  has  a  boat  upon  the  lake,  by 
means  of  which  the  walk  may  be 
shortened  2  m.,  and  the  scenery  seen 
to  perfection.  Deep  in  the  re- 
cesses of  this  charming  valley  lies 
the  Kldnsee,  a  lake  about  2  m. 
long,  embedded  deeply  at  the  foot 
of  the  Glamisch,  whose  vast  grey- 
precipices  descend  at  this  point  al- 
most perpendicularly  into  the  water. 
It  is  surrounded  by  meadows  of  the 
most  verdant  green,  covered  imtil  the 
end  of  autumn  with  flowers.  The 
precipitous  tracks  along  the  side 
of  the  valley,  along  which  some 
adventurous  French  pushed  forward 
in  pursuit  of  the  Bussians,  are  pointed 
out.  Ebel  calls  the  Klonthal  **une 
des  valines  les  plus  gracieuses  qu'il  y 
ait  dans  les  Alpes."  Two  Swiss  have 
inscribed  on  a  rock  at  the  foot  of  the 
Glamisch,  by  the  side  of  a  waterfall, 
an  epitaph  in  memory  of  Solomon 
Gessner,  the  pastoral  poet,  author  of 
the  *  Death  of  Abel,'  wno  used  to  re- 
pair hither  from  ZQrich,  and  spend 
the  summer  in  a  chMet. 

The  Yorauen  appears  to  be  a  fa- 
vourite excursion  n*om  Glarus,  and  is 
a  pood  starting  point  for  the  ascent  of 
G&misch  ;  ana  there  is  an  excellent 
char-road  from  it.  The  char-road  fol- 
lows the  1.  bank  of  the  lake  for  about 
3  m.,  and  then  begins  to  descend  into 
the  valley  of  Glarus.  Keeping  to  the 
rt.  where  two  roads  meet,  the  manu- 
facturing village  of  Riedem  is  reached, 
from  which  the  road,  or  a  footpath  on 
the  rt.  over  the  hill,  leads  to 

Glarvs  (Rte.  74), 
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ROUTE  74. 

WESEN  TO  GLABUS   AND  THE  BATHS  OF 
STAOHELBEBO. 

Railway  from  Wesen  to  Glarus; 
trains  5  times  a-day,  in  30  m. 

The  canton  of  Glarus,  or  Claris,  con- 
sists of  one  g^at  Alpine  vaUey,  and  of 
several  secondary  or  tributary  valleys, 
branching  off  from  it,  and  penetrating 
deep  into  the  high  Alps.  There  is 
but  one  carriage-road  into  it,  which  ter- 
minates, after  a  distance  of  6^  leases 
s>  19^  £ng.  m.,  at  the  baths  of  Stachel- 
berg.;  and  for  carriages  there  is 
no  eg^ss  save  the  portal  which  has 
admitted  the  traveller.  It  is  a  truly 
Alpine  district,  abounding  in  very  wild 
scenery. 

The  railroad  from  Wesen  crosses 
the  Linth  canal  (Rte.  13),  and  enters 
the  jaws  of  the  valley  of  Glarus, 
flanked  by  precipices  almost  perpen- 
dicular, and  backed  by  the  vast  mass 
and  snowy  head  of  the  Glarnisch 
Mountain. 

[The  road  from  Rapperschwyl  to 
Glarus  passes  throu&fh  Lachen  on  the 
S.  side  of  the  Lake  ofZiirich,  and  along 
the  L  bank  of  the  Linth  canal  to 
Nieder-Umen,  where  that  from  Wesen 
Joins  it.] 

Ndfeh  Stat,  —  (Inns  :  Hirsch  ;  — 
Schwerdt) — ^in  the  fforge  of  the  valley, 
a  viUaee  of  1800  Inhab.,  and  the  chief 
place  in  the  Roman  Catholic  division 
of  the  canton,  is  a  Swiss  battle-field  of 
some  celebrity.  11  simple  stones, 
inscribed  1388,  set  up  on  tne  meadow 
of  Reuti,  hard  by,  mark  the  spot 
where,  in  that  year,  1300  men  of 
Glarus  met  a  force  of  6000  Austrians, 
who,  havingtaken  Wesen  by  treachery, 
had  burst  mto  the  canton,  ravaging 
and  plundering  the  country  as  uiey 
advanced.  When  tidings  of  this 
reached  the  ears  of  l&tthias  am 
Buhlf  the  lands-captain,  he  hastily 


collected  a  handful  of  shepherds,  and 
not  only  checked  the  career  of  the 
foragers,  in  spite  of  the  dispro^r- 
tion  of  numbers,  but  after  11  distinct 
charges,  aided  by  volleys  of  stones  and 
rocks  diicharffea  from  j^recipices  above, 
which  threw  the  Austrian  cavalry  into 
confusion,  finally  repulsed  the  invaders, 
with  a  loss  of  2500  of  their  number  left 
dead  on  the  field. 

The  anniversary  of  the  fight  of 
Nafels  is  still  celebrated  throi:^  the 
canton  by  an  annual  festivaL  An  en- 
gagement took  place  at  Kafels,in  1799, 
between  the  Austrians  and  French. 

From  Mollis  (Inn,  Bar)  the  viUa^ 
opposite  Kafels,  the  river  Linth  is 
conducted  into  the  lake  of  Wallen- 
stadt  by  the  artificial  canal  con- 
structed by  Escher  (see  Rte.  13). 
Li  the  churchyard  of  MoUia  the 
heroes  of  Nafels  are  buried. 

The  valley  of  the  Linth  is  subject 
to  much  danger  and  injury  from  its 
sudden  rises,  and  the  swelling  of  ita 
tributary  torrents.  The  broad  frinee 
of  unsightly  sand  and  gravel  yisibie 
on  both  sides  of  the  Linth,  the  com- 
mon drain  of  the  district,  will  show 
what  mischief  that  river  occasions 
after  storms  of  rain,  and  during  the 
melting  of  the  snows.  The  whole  of 
the  lower  part  of  the  valley  is  at 
times  converted  into  a  lake;  and  the 
little  patches  of  ground,  which  have 
cost  the  peasant  much  hard  labour 
and  care  to  cultivate,  are  at  once 
overwhelmed  and  ruined.  The  lime- 
stone mountains  of  this  district  abound 
in  caverns,  which  serve  as  reservoirs 
for  the  melting  glaciers.  In  the  spring 
and  early  summer,  the  rocks  appear 
to  stream  from  every  pore,  while  everr 
gorge  and  hollow  senos  forth  a  ragii^^ 
torrent 

.  Glarus  was  formerly  subject  to  the 
Abbey  of  Sackingen,  to  which  ri^ hta 
Austria  succeed^  Glarus  joined 
the  Swiss  cantons  in  1352,  and  after 
the  battle  of  Nafels  gained  partiaUj 
its  independence }  and  towards  the  en2l 
of  the  14th  centy.  the  canton  purchased 
the  extinction  of  feudal  rights,  and 
finally  made  peace  with  Austria.  The 
Reformation  divided  the  canton  and 
occasioned  severe  8trug;gles  and  fight* 
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ing.  In  1798  the  canton  lost  several 
dependencies.  It  contains  33,460 
Innab.,  5860  Roman  Catholics,  all 
speaking  German. 

Glarus  (Glaris,  Fr.)— (/»»w;  Glamer 
Hof ;  clean,  but  rather  dear  and  noisy; 
— Rabe; — Railway  Restaurant).  This 
little  town  (Fop.  4826),  capital  of  the 
canton,  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  its 
secluded  situation  at  the  base  of 
the  Glamisch  and  Schilt,  encom- 
passed and  shut  in  by  the  Alps, 
whose  bare  and  bleak  precipices  and 
tops  contrast  remarkaoly  with  the 
milder  verdure  about  their  base.  The 
inhabitants  are  distinguished  by  their 
industry  and  enterprise,  which  has 
converted  Glarus  into  a  place  of  manu- 
factures, especially  of  cotton,  printing 
of  muslins,  &c. 

They  possess  a  Club  (Casino),  a 
modem  house  of  fine  masonry,  and 
a  Free  School  for  700  children,  erected 
by  private  subscriptions,  and  reflecting 
much  credit  on  the  public  spirit  of  the 
citizens.  The  Gothic  church,  with  2 
spires,  is  open  to  Protestant  and  Ro- 
manist alike.  ZwingU  was  the  pastor 
here,  1506  to  1546.  The  linth  is 
crossed  by  2  bridges. 

The  Burghvgely  an  eminence  sur- 
mounted by  a  chapel,  commands  the 
best  view  of  the  town,  the  ereen 
meadows  around,  and  the  arid  lime- 
stone mountains  Glamisch  (7175  ft.), 
Wiggis  (7030  ft),  Hansstock,  and 
Karpfstock. 

In  1861  Glams  was  all  but  utterly 
destroyed  by  fire.  At  times  a  tre- 
mendous wind  called  the  F6hn  sweeps 
down  the  valley  of  Glarus  with 
the  concentrated  force  of  a  far- 
nace-blast.  It  is  so  much  dreaded, 
that  local  laws  have  existed  for 
generations,  by  which,  on  its  setting 
in,  every  fire  m  the  town,  including 
those  used  for  purposes  of  industry, 
must  be  extinguished.  The  very  day 
before  the  fire  occurred,  the  propriety 
of  repealing  these  laws  had  been  con- 
sidered by  the  assembled  inhabitants 
of  the  canton,  and  bv  an  almost  un- 
animous resolution  it  was  resolved 


to  maintain  them.  It  was  dnrins  a 
visitation  of  this  dreaded  wind  that 
a  stray  spark  was  carried  from  one 
house  to  another,  and  a  fire  kindled, 
which  was  not  extinguished  till  more 
than  two-thirds  of  the  town  were  laid 
in  ashes.  All  the  principal  buildings 
were  burned  to  the  ground,  and  3000 
of  the  population  left  houseless. 

The  name  Glarus  is  a  corruption  of 
Hilarius,  a  saint  to  whom  a  shrine  was 
built  among  these  mountains  at  a 
verv  early  period. 

The  green  cheese  called  Schahzieger  is 
peculiar  to  the  canton  Glarus.  It 
owes  its  singular  appearance,  rank 
smell,  and  flavour,  to  an  herb  rMeU- 
lotus  cserulea,  blue  melilot:  Grerm. 
Honigklee),  which  is  partly  cultivated 
for  this  purpose  in  gardens  within  the 
canton,  and  partly  imported  from 
others.  To  fit  it  for  use,  it  is  dried, 
ground  to  powder,  and,  in  that  state, 
mixed  with  the  curds.  The  cheese  is 
made  of  cows'  milk  The  curds  are 
brought  down  from  the  high  pastures 
into  the  valley  in  sacks,  and,  after 
having  a  due  proportion  of  herb  incor- 
porated with  them,  are  ground  in  a 
mill  resembling  that  used  for  makine 
cider.  After  being  thoroue^hly  knead- 
ed by  this  process  for  an  hour  or  two 
it  is  fit  for  pressing.  The  cheese  is 
ripe  for  use  after  a  twelvemonth's 
keeping. 

Beyond  the  Linth,  in  the  villa^ 
of  Enneda,  is  the  huge  cotton-null 
of  Jeune  and  Co. 

It  is  a  pleasant  2^  hrs.  drive  or  walk 
from  Glarus  to  Obstalden  or  Karexen, 
where  is  a  fine  view  over  the  whole 
lake  of  Wallenstadt  and  part  of  that  of 
Ziirich.  A  broad  road  leads  thither 
from  Mollis.  N.B.  The  charge  for 
horses,  guides,  and  porters  m  the 
valley  of  Glarus  is  very  high,  and  the 
beasts  are  very  bad. 

Mountain  paths  from  Glarus. 

a.  The  Pragel  pass  (Rte.  73)  by  the 
Klonthal  into  tne  canton  Schwytz 
through  a  beautiAil  pastoral  valley  : 
the  finest  part  of  it  is  not  more  than 
8  m.  from  Glarus,  and  may  be  reached 
in  a  char. 

b.  Two  mountain-paths  lead  to  the 
Lake  of  Wallenstadt;   one,  by  the 
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Kerenzenberg  over  the  W.  shoulder  of 
the  Murtschenstock  (Rte.  13);  the  other, 
to  Murg,  pa8sin|^  under  the  E.  side  of 
the  summit.  The  ascent  of  the  Miirt- 
schenstock  may  be  easily  combined 
^vith  either  of  these  excursions.  A 
guide  should  be  taken. 

c.  Two  passes  lead  through  the 
Semft  Thd  to  the  valley  of  the 
Vorder  Bhein: — 

(1)  The  Segnes  Pass  (Rte.  79). 

(2)  The  Panixer  Pass  (Rte.  80). 

df.  Three  passes  lead  into  the  Can- 
ton St.  Gall,  which,  like  the  last,  are 
reached  through  the  Semft  Thai: — 

(1)  The  Fiumser  Pass,  diverging 
from  the  village  of  Matt,  to  the  Fmrns 
Stat,  on  the  r^.  between  WaUenstadt 
and  Sargans  (Rte.  14). 

(2)  The  ^iseten  Pass,  from  Matt  to 
Sargans,  said  to  be  easy. 

(3)  The  Ramm  Pass,  from  Elm  to 
Sargans,  more  difficult  than  the  last, 
about  10  hrs.  walk. 

The  baths  of  Pfeffers  maybe  reached 
by  either  of  the  last-mentioned  passes, 
by  crossing  the  ridge  between  Weiss- 
tannen,  and  the  Kufeuser  Thai.  The 
main  object,  however,  with  most 
travellers  who  visit  Qlarus  is  to  reach 
Lint-thai  and  Stachelberg,  up  the 
valley  of  the  Linth,  where  first  the 
Glamisch,  and,  higher  up,  the  Dodi, 
with  its  snowy  satellites,  are  objects 
of  extreme  grandeur  and  beauty. 

Stachelberg  is  one  of  the  best  head- 
quarters for  the  lovers  of  grand 
Alpine  scenery.  Numerous  Excursions 
of  more  or  less  difficulty  may  be 
made,  and  passes,  hitherto  rarely  fre- 
quented by  travellers,  lead  in  various 
directions.  The  principal  of  these  are 
described  in  Rtes.  75,  76,  77,  78,  and 
79. 

The  people  of  the  canton  Glarus 
have  e»iibited  the  national  propen- 
sity to  prey  upon  strangers  as  strongly, 
but  with  less  intelligence,  than  else- 
where in  Switzerland.  A  few  years 
ago  prices  were  much  lower  than  in 
the  canton  Berne;  but  since  tourists 
have  become  more  numerous,  exor- 
bitant demands  are  often  made  for 
guides,  horses,  &c.  Up  to  a  recent 
date,  the  peasant  proprietors  at  the 
head  of  the  valley  had  resisted  the 


continuation  of  the  char-road,  or  even 
the  making  of  bridges  over  the  tor- 
rents, because  they  find  it  a  gnocnl 
speculation  to  employ  their  chlfiren 
to  lay  planks  over  the  streams,  a 
service  ^mch  the  wayfturer  can  scarcely 
refuse  to  reward! ! 

It  is  about  13  m.  by  a  good  road 
from  Glarus,  through  many  villages, 
and  by  numerous  cotton  factories  and 
charming  scenery,  to 

Lmt'thal  (Inns :  Zum  Baren,  dieap 
and  fair;  Lowe).  Pedestrians  may 
prefer  this  to  the  hotel  at  Stachelberg, 
which  is  dearer  and  a  little  more  dis- 
tant from  the  Fantenbriicke,  and  the 
head  of  the  valley.  The  DOigmcr 
crosses  the  river  below  Lint-thai,  and 
will  leave  or  call  for  strangers  pro- 
ceeding to  the  large  Hotel  and  Baiks  of 
Stachelberg,  a  tolerably  well-managed 
house,  but  often  overcrowded,  built  on 
an  eminence  on  the  W.  side  of  tbe 
Linth,  surrounded  by  torrents,  rocks» 
and  glaciers.  It  has  greaUy  riswi  in 
repute  as  a  watering-place,  and  on 
account  of  the  exquisite  beauty  of  its 
situation,  and  the  virtues  of  its  con- 
centrated alkaline  sulphureous  sjprini^^ 
which  distils,  drop  by  drop,  from  a 
fissure  in  the  Braimberg,  is  much  re- 
sorted to.  The  period  of  the  ••  cure  ** 
is  fixed  at  between  20  and  24  days. 
The  hotel  is  surrounded  by  walks  sind 
pleasure-grounds.  It  is  resorted  to  by 
a  mob  of  holiday-makers  on  Snndays 
when  the  house  is  very  noisy. 

The  valley  of  the  Linth  abounds 
in  fine  waterfalls.  Less  than  a  mile 
from  the  Baths  are  the  Falls  of  tbe 
Fdtschhach,  About  1  hr.  above  lint- 
thal  is  the  much  finer  faU  of  the 
Schreyenbach,  of  the  Staubbach  kind, 
which  when  seen  from  below  appears 
to  issue  from  the  sky.  At  the  bottom  it 

Spreads  over  30  yards  of  rock,  coming 
own  in  a  shower  of  water-rockets. 
It  is  well  worth  while  to  turn  aside 
from  the  regular  path  to  the  Fan- 
tenbriicke, in  order  to  approach  the 
fall  on  the  opposite  side  of^the  river. 
A  little  further  on  is  a  dean  litde 
Inn  (H.  du  Todi). 

The  most  interesting  excursion  firom 
Stachelberg  is  that  to  the  head  of  the 
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Tallej,  where  the  Linth  escapes  from 
the  glaciers  that  lie  around  the  peaks 
of  the  TiSdi,  Biferien  Stock,  Scheerhom, 
&c.  Above  the  baths  the  vale  of  the 
Lrinth  becomes  grander  and  more 
savage;  at  length  the  bed  of  the  river 
contracts  into  a  chasm,  in  the  depths  of 
which  it  worms  its  way,  while  a  narrow 
and  steep  path  alone  leads  along  the 
edge  of  the  precipice.  5  miles  up  (1} 
hours'  walk),  at  a  spot  where  the 
eorge  is  deepest,  is  a  singularlj  bold 
Dri(%e  of  one  arch  of  stone,  20  ft. 
sp&n,  and  140  ft.  above  the  torrent. 
The  original  arch,  the  PantenbrUcke, 
was  swept  away  by  an  avalanche, 
1852.  Tne  gorge  above  the  bridge 
becomes  even  more  romantic  and 
wild;  it  is  surpassed  by  few  in  the 
Alps. 

About  i  hr.  above  the  bridee  a 
tributary  torrent  joins  the  Linth  on 
the  E.  side,  through  a  channel,  but 
a  few  yards  in  width  and  many 
hundreds  of  feet  deep,  out  into 
the  mass  of  the  Selbsanfi  momitain, 
which  rises  grandly  i^  tier  over 
tier  of  precipices  to  a  heieht  of 
about  10,000  ft  Beyond  this  the 
path  crosses  to  the  W.  side  of  the 
stream,  and  the  gorge  opens  out  a 
little.  After  crossing  some  slopes  of 
disintegrated  slate  at  the  base  of  the 
Gemsistock,  another  bridge  carried  the 
path  back  to  the  £.  bank,  and  a  little 
mrther  the  ohiUets  of  the  Loicer  Sand 
Alp  are  reached — 1|  hr.  from  the 
Pantenbriicke — ^where  milk  and  butter 
may  be  obtained.  From  this  point, 
about  4000  ft.  above  the  sea,  the 
views,  though  confined  by  the  rocks 
which  rise  steeply  around,  are  ex- 
tremely striking.  Nearly  due  S.  is 
the  magnificent,  but  rarely  visited, 
Biferten  glacier,  enclosed  by  the  pre- 
cipices of  the  Biferten  Stock  and  Fla- 
taiva  on  the  £.,  and  the  Todi  on  the 
W.  It  sends  down  its  torrent,  the 
Bifertenbach,  to  join  the  main  stream, 
here  called  the  Sandbach,  a  little  below 
the  higher  chalets.  The  Sandbach  is 
seen  to  flow  from  an  upper  plateau 
W.  of  the  Lower  Sand  Alp,  and  de- 
scends the  precipitous  rocks  on  that 
side  of  the  valley  in  a  magmficent  cos- 
cade,  one  of  the  finest  in  the  Alps. 


It  is  not,  however,  well  seen  from 
any  point  easy  of  access. 

The  path  to  tiie  Upper  Sand  Alp,  or 
Obersiaffel,  after  crossing  the  Biferten- 
bach,  ascends  in  zigzags  the  steep 
slope  of  die  Ochsenblanke,  and  at  the 
summit  crosses  the  Sandbach  just 
above  the  waterfall  In  ^  hr.  ^2  hrs. 
from  the  lower  chlUets)  the  ohuets  of 
the  Upper  Sand  Alp  are  reached. 

The  position  of  these  ch&lets  is 
striking  and  beautifuL  They  stand 
at  about  6000  ft  above  the  sea,  in  the 
midst  of  bright  green  pastures,  sur- 
rounded by  ruggedsnow-capped  peaks. 
The  position  is  an  admlraDie  one  for 
expeoitions  over  the  neighbouring 
glaciers,  and  travellers  occasionally 
sleep  there.  They  are,  however, 
but  comfortless  quarters;  the  fleas 
are  even  more  numerous  than  usual, 
and  there  have  been  complaints  of 
incivility  and  extortion.  Future 
travellers  must  recollect  that  such 
ch&lets  are  frequently  not  occupied  by 
the  same  men  in  successive  seasons, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  that  what  has 
appeared  to  these  herdsmen  to  be 
lavish  payment  received  from  one 
traveller  has  encouraged  them  to 
make  unreasonable  demands  upon 
others.  From  the  Upper  Sand  Alp 
it  is  possible  to  reach  Amsteg,  in  the 
valley  of  the  Beuss,  crossing  the  gla- 
ciers of  the  Clariden  Grat  (Rte.  34),  and 
descending  through  the  Maderaner- 
thaL  The  route  is  said  to  be  difficult, 
and  requires  good  glides,  ropes,  &c 
For  a  traveller  intending  to  sleep  at 
the  upper  ch&lets,  the  best  route  mm 
the  Lower  Sand  Alp  is  to  follow  up 
the  Bifertenbach  to  the  foot  of  the 
Biferten  glacier,  and  then  wind  round 
the  Ochsenstock  to  the  pastures  of 
the  Upper  Sand  Alp.  A  guide  should 
be  taken.  In  the  way  back  to  Stachel- 
berg,  the  route  may  be  varied  by 
ascending  the  Beckistock;  then,  pass- 
ing over  the  shoulder  of  the  Gemsi- 
stock, the  path  is  rejoined  near  the 
PantenbrucKe. 

[The  Jmi  or  Tddibay  (11,880  ft)  is 
the  giant  of  this  portion  of  the  chain 
of  ^ps,  and  its  summit  had  been  rarely 
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ascended  until  1863,  since  when  its 
ascent  has  become  popular.  Th. 
That  and  Gab.  Yoegeu  are  guides.] 


ROUTE  75. 

UUOTTA  I'D  THE  BATHS  OF  STACHEL- 
BEBO,  BY  THE  BISI-THAL ;  OR  TO 
ALTORF,  BT  THE  KINZIO  KULM. 

The  parallel  valleys  of  the  Muotta, 
which  tails  into  the  Lake  of  Liiceme 
near  Brunnen,  and  the  Schachen,  which 
joins  the  Beuss  near  Altorf,  are  sepa- 
rated by  a  rueged  range  of  moun- 
tains,  a  spur  from  the  main  range 
forming  tne  W.  boundary  of  the 
Lint-thai,  whose  extremities  are  the 
Axenberg,  impending  over  the  Bay  of 
Uri  (Bte.  18),  and  tne  Schevenstock 
over  Stachelberg.  Two  glens  di- 
verging to  the  southward  fh>m  Muotta 
run  up  into  this  wild  district  That 
to  the  E.,  called  the  Bisi-thal,  leads  to 
Stachelberg  over  the  shoulder  of  the 
Scheyenstock,  while  the  western  glen 
leads  over  the  Kinzig  Kulm  to  Spirin- 

fen,  in  the  Schachen-thal,  about  If 
r.  from  Altorf.  Neither  pass  presents 
scenery  of  the  first  order,  but  the 
first  is  a  short  cut  from  Muotta  to 
Stachelberg.  The  pass  of  the  Kinzig 
Kulm  has  some  fine  scenery,  besides 
the  historical  interest  connected  with 
it,  to  interest  travellers,  but  it  does 
not  He  conveniently  in  the  route  be- 
tween any  two  frequented  places. 

From  Muotta  to  Stachelberg  is  a 
laborious  walk  of  9  or  10  hrs.  A 
good  horse-path  leads  up  the  Bisi-thal 
to  the  hamtet  of  Eigen ;  the  scenery 
is  very  wild;  it  is  much  narrower 
than  the  Muotta  Thai,  with  overhang- 
ing precipices,  and  well  wooded.  Li 
2^  hours  the  path  reaches 

iifu/tfn,  a  scattered  hamlet  Beyond 
this  the  path  is  practicable  only  for  the 
pedestrian.  No  one  should  attempt 
this  without  a  guide.    After  leaving 


the  Bisi  Thai  the  scenery  is  the  most 
savage  conceivable.  The  summit  of 
the  mountain  between  the  vaUeys, 
across  which  the  path  runs,  is  a 
rugged  sunken  plain  of  bare  rock, 
many  miles  in  extent^  without  vege- 
tation of  any  kind  except  on  a  central 
green  oasis  (a  little  verdant  plain), 
where  the  soil  has  collected,  the  whole 
surrounded  by  snowy  peaks.  The 
path 'is  only  traceable  in  many  parts 
by  the  little  piles  of  stones  pat  up  by 
the  shepherds  to  guide  themselves ; 
and  the  streams,  mstead  of  finding 
their  way  into  the  valley  as  usnat 
tumble  in  cascades  into  the  bowels  of 
the  mountain.  This  arises  from  the 
strata  of  the  rock  being  perpen^cular, 
or  nearly  so,  which  has  lilso  oansod 
the  soil  to  be  washed  down  by  the 
rain,  leaving  the  upturned  strata  of 
the  rock  naked  and  bleached  by  the 
weather,  something  like  a  crevassed 
glacier  turned  to  rock,  and  ragged  in 
the  extreme.  On  the  side  of  the 
Linth  -  Thai  this  savage  plain  is 
bounded  by  precipices  whicn  overw 
hang  the  baths  of  Stachelber]g^  and 
it  is  flanked  by  two  bold  peaks  right 
and  left  The  descent  to  the  Baths 
is  very  steep  and  fiitigaing:  there 
is  no  inn  by  the  way. 

From  Muotta  to  the  Kinzig  Kulm 
the  track  leaves  the  path  to 
Eig^n  near  the  opening  of  the 
Bisi  Thai,  ascending  neany  due  & 
*'The  ascent  is  continued  obliquely 
up  a  steep  broken  slope,  till  the 
path  arrives  eventually^  upon  th« 
wooded  edge  of  a  chasm,  in  ^imich  the 
invisible  stream,  which  issues  from  the 
high  valley  leading  up  to  the  Pass,  b 
heard  descending  in  cataracts  into  the 
Muotta  ThaL  A  track  up  the  monn- 
tain  side,  on  the  right  bank  of  thi$ 
stream,  is  now  pursued:  and^  afker  aa 
hour's  walking  from  Muottsk,  the  ab- 
rupt ascent  ceases,  and  the  vaUev 
above  is  entered.  Having  passed 
through  a  wood,  the  path  crosses  the 
river  tor  the  first  time  by  some  ch&lets 
(1^  hour  from  Muotta).  The  river  is 
recrossed  after  another  quarter  of  an 
hour:  a  second  forest  is  traversed, 
and  a  third  ^ndgo  crossed  (^  hours 
firom  Muotta).  The  part  of  ube  vaUey 
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below  this  bridge  is  narrow  and  pic- 
taresqne,  shut  in  on  both  sides  by 
high  white  precipices.  Oyer  the  £. 
range  the  sun  aid  not  appear,  on 
the  last  day  of  July,  till  8  o'clock. 
The  rich  ^reen  slopes  N.  of  Muotta, 
speckled  with  chAIets,  and  surmounted 
by  yast  cliffii,  may  be  seen  from  favour^ 
able  positions,  wheneyer  the  eye  is 
thrown  back,  through  the  opening  of 
the  yalley.  After  the  third  bridge  is 
crossed,  a  wild  open  basin  is  found, 
out  of  which  the  track  is  seen  ascend- 
ing from  the  S.W.  comer.  At  this 
comer  the  riyer  is  again  crossed.  Ij^ 
hr.  more  are  requisite  before  the 
summit  of  the  pass  is  attained.  As 
far  as  some  chalets,  about  half-way 
up,  (he  path  maybe  traced  without 
much  difficulty,  as  it  takes  for  its 
guide  the  falling  stream,  now  reduced 
to  a  mere  rilL  Towards  the  summit, 
howeyer,  it  is  faintly  marked,  and 
liable  to  be  confounded  with  other 
tracks.  The  stream  is  left  behind, 
the  direction  of  ascent  bein?  towards 
the  south,  among  little  hillocks  and 
hollows  filled  with  snow;  oyer  open 
ground,  where  many  directions  might 
be  taken,  and  the  proper  route  lost. 
A  short  pole  marks  the  crest  of  the 
Pass  (7280  feet),  which  is  gained  in 
about  4  hrs.  from  Muotta. 

"Great  interest  is  attached  to  the 
Kinzig  Kulm,  in  an  historical  point  of 
yiew,  as  being  the  scene  of  Suwar- 
row's  disastrous  march  from  Altorf 
in  1799.  Haying  pounced  down,  as 
it  were,  upon  the  French  from  llie 
heights  of  the  St.  Gothard,  and 
driyen  them  before  him  to  Altorf,  he 
there  found  his  progress  barred  by 
the  lake  of  Lucerne,  without  a  boat 
to  cross  it,  his  troops  exhausted  by 
fatigue  and  famine,  and  the  country 
so  completely  drained  by  war  as  to 
be  quite  incapable  of  supporting  them. 
The  only  aUernatiye  that  remained 
to  him,  was  to  attempt  to  join  the 
forces  of  the  allies,  throueh  the  hor- 
rible defile  of  the  Schachen;  and  to 
cross  the  rarely-trodden  summits  of 
the  hiffh  Alps.  OThe  only  passage  up 
this  yalley  was  by  a  mere  paw;  so 
that  his  ftnny  was  obliged  to  adyance 
in  a  single  file^  abandoning  much  of 


their  artillery  and  baggage.  Their 
march  lasted  14  hours ;  and  before 
the  rear-guard  had  left  Altorf,  the 
yan  had  reached  Muotta.  '  Many  of 
the  Bussians  sank  from  fatigue  by  the 
wayside,  and  perished;  others  fell  into 
the  hands  of  tiie  French,  who  hoyered 
in  their  rear;  the  yalley  was  strewn 
with  dead  bodies  of  men  and  horses, 
with  arms  and  equipments.  The  re- 
mainder of  this  memorable  march  is 
described  in  Rte.  73.  The  picturesque 
attractions  of  this  route  are  of  a  high 
order,  as  the  yiew  which  it  commands 
is  of  fi;reat  extent  and  magnificence. 
This  yiew  is  rather  improyed  by  being 
seen  from  an  eminence  to  the  E., 
reached  in  10  m.  from  the  CoL 

**■  The  descent  into  the  Schachen  Thai 
is  long  and  steep,  but  the  path  is  well 
tracec^  and  the  pole  on  the  Kinzig 
Kulm,  being  seen  for  a  long  time, 
would  help  to  guide  the  ascending 
pedestrian  on  this  side,  though  it  is 
useless  for  that  purpose  on  the  other. 
The  path  lies  throughout  down  the 
pastures  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
stream,  but  generally  at  a  considerable 
distance  fromit  The  Schiichen  Thai 
is  reached  at  a  point  a  little  below 
Spiringen,  after  a  descent  of  2^  hrs. 
from  thence  to  Burglen  it  is  a  walk 
of  }  of  an  hour,  ana  another  ^  hour 
brings  the  trayeller  to  Altai" — Ii,E, 

8  or  9  hrs.  walk  from  Muotta  to 
Altorf. 
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STACHELBERQ  TO  ALTORF,  BY  TUB 
KLAUSEN  L'ASS. 

h*  m. 
Stachelbexg. 

Sammit 4  15 

UnteTBChSchen  ...  2  0 
Spiiingen  ....  1  0 
Altorf 1  15 

8  30 

Charge  for  a  horse  from  Stachel- 
beiv  to  the  summit,  12  fr.;  to  Altorf, 
24  fr.  and  a  trinkfi;eld.  The  path  is 
so  well  marked  tnat  guides  may  be 
dispensed  with;  it  is  practicable  for 
horses.  It  turns  out  of  the  valley  of 
the  Linth  to  the  W.  at  Aue,  about  a 
mile  above  the  baths,  and  ascends  the 
valley  of  the  Fatsch,  or  Umer  Boden, 
keepmg  along  its  L  bank;  a  very  stiff 
pull  of  1^  hours.  Within  a  mile  above 
the  junction  of  the  Fatsch  and  Linth, 
the  valley  belongs  to  canton  Uri.  It 
abounds  in  fine  mountain  pastures, 
and  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Schachen-thal  pass  their  summer  here 
amonfif  the  cows.  Umer  Boden  (there 
is  an  humble  Tnn  3^  hrs.  from  Stachel- 
herg)  is  a  scattered  hamlet  of  80  houses, 
with  a  church,  extending  the  whole 
length  of  the  valley.  The  culminating 
point,  or  Klausen  pass,  is  a  ridge  of 
6150  ft  high,  connecting  the  snowy 
chain  of  the  Clariden  Alps  on  the  S. 
with  the  shattered  Zingel,  Glatten,  and 
Camli.  From  an  eminence  a  little  N. 
of  the  summit  a  very  fine  view  is  ob- 
tained of  the  opposite  range  of  the 
Scheerhom  and  Windgelle.  On  the 
top  of  the  pass  stands  a  little  chapel. 
A  little  fiiither  on  the  path  diviaes, 
leatUng  L  by  a  rapid  descent,  or 
straight  on   along    the  higher  level 


until  it  falls  in  with  that  from  the 
iCinzig  Kulm,  and  descends  upon  Spi- 
ringen.  This,  though  the  longest,  is 
said  to  be  less  fatismng:  it  is  probably 
also  the  less  beautiful  track. 

The  other  and  more  frequented  patli 
descends  by  long  and  steep  zigzags, 
by  the  rocks  of  the  ]£dmwand, 
into  the  Schachen'thcU ;  on  the  L  hand 
is  seen  the  very  pretty  cascade  of  the 
Staubi,  Opposite  the  chapel  of  St. 
Anne  a  bergfall  occurred  in  1%X\ 
which  arrested  for  some  time  the 
course  of  the  Schachen,  and  pro- 
duced a  small  lake.    At  the  village  of 

Unter  SchSchen,  the  first  on  the  Uri 
side  (a  small  Inn,  Bose,  homely  but 
tolerable),  another  branch  of  the 
valley  opens  S.,  and  sends  forth  the 
main  stream  of  the  Schachen.  An 
excursion  may  be  made  from  here 
to  the  glacier  which  descends  frooi 
the  Gross  Ruchen,  wrongly  called 
Btichi  on  most  maps.  The  Spitze,  the 
mountain  on  the  L  oank  of  the  torrent, 
discharges  dangerous  avalanches  in 
spring.    At 

Spiringen,  and  a  little  lower  down, 
near  the  chapel  of  St.  Anthony,  thert 
are  inns,  tolerably  good  for  thi& 
country. 

Bikylen,  the  birthplace  of  Tell, 
stands  at  the  mouth  oi  the  Schichen- 
thal    (Rte.  :U.) 

^/tor/(Rte.  34). 

The  scenery  on  this  route  is  very 
interesting,  x^o  single  point  is  equal 
to  the  view  from  the  lOon  See  on  the 
Pragel  route  (Rte.  73);  but  on  th^ 
W.  side  the  Schachen  Thai  is  much 
finer  than  the  Muotta  Th&L 
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ROUTE  77. 

STACBELBERO    TO   DI8EMTI8,   BT   THE 
8AMI>  ORAT. 

Thii  p888  should  be  undertaken 
odIj  in  settled  weather,  and  by  prac- 
tised pedestrians.  A  good  guide  ib 
indispensable.  (Gabriel  Zweifel,  at 
Lint  Thai,  and  Jean  Baptiste  Moon, 
at  Disentis,  have  been  recommended ; 
the  latter  is  ^aid  to  be  well  acquainted 
with  the  glaciers  surrounding  the 
Todi.)  Starting  from  Stachelberg,  it 
is  a  very  long  day's  work  to  reach 
Bisentis  —  about  14  hrs.;  and  most 
traTellera  will  find  it  advisable  to  sleep 
either  at  the  upper  or  lower  Sand 
Alp.  The  lower  ch&lets  probably 
afford  better  accommodation,  out  they 
are  2  hrs.'  walk  nearer  to  Stachel- 
berg.  The  ascent  from  Disentis  being 
shorter  than  from  Stachelber^,  the 
pass  may  be  made  from  that  side  in 
about  19  hrs. 

The  route  from  Stachelberg  to  the 
upper  Sand  Alp,  5}  hrs.'  walk.  Has 
been  described  in  Rte.  74.  Beyond  that 
point  the  track  keeps  near  to  the  stream, 
and  in  about  \  hr.  commences  to  ascend 
the  Sand  glacier  in  a  S.W.  direction, 
towards  the  Katscharauls,  between 
which  peak  and  that  of  the  Kleiner 
Tsdi  lies  the  pass.  The  glacier,  with 
proper  precautions,  offers  neither  diffi- 
colcy  nor  danger ;  and  in  about  4  hrs., 
[5ictte.] 


or  less  if  the  snow  be  in  good  order, 
the  summit  of  the  Sand  Qrat  is  at- 
tained, 9272  ft.  aboYe  the  sea.  The 
Tiew  of  the  surrounding  Alps  is  ex- 
tremely fine.  The  TSdi  (11,883  ft.)  is 
the  most  prominent  object.  It  is  here 
seen  that,  contrary  to  the  common 
opinion,  the  highest  summit  of  the 
Todi  does  not  lie  in  the  range  which 
forms  the  watershed  between  Glarus 
and  the  Orisons,  but  in  a  huge  but- 
tress projecting  on  its  N.  side.  Thtk 
peak  which  does  Hem  the  main  range, 
and  which  is  taken  for  the  Todi  when 
seen  from  the  valley  of  the  Vorder 
Rhein,  is  the  Piz  Jtosem^  a  lower  com- 
panion of  the  Todi  proper. 

A  steep  but  not  very  difficult  de- 
scent, partly  over  loose  stones,  leads  in 
about  1}  hr.  (2  hrs.  ascending)  to  the 
Disentis  Alp,  where  there  are  2  or  3 
chftlets,  occupied  only  in  the  height  of 
summer.  From  the  S.  side  of  this 
pasture  the  descent  lies  through  the 
beautifU  glen  of  the  Va/i2o8m,cluefly 
amongst  pine-trees,  overhung  by 
rugged  rocks.  In  8  hrs.  ftom  the 
summit  the  path  emerges  on  the  road 
from  Ilanz  to  Disentis,  close  to  a 
wooden  bridge  across  the  stream  from 
the  Yal  Bosein. 

About  2  m.  distant  by  the  high- 
road is  Disentis,  Inns:  Krone  (or 
Post),  comfortable,  civil  landlord; 
Adler  (or  Rathhans).  (See  Rte.  82.) 
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and  slippery  for  us  to  attempt.  We 
crossed  a  his/her  part  of  the  mountain 
by  aid  of  tne  solitary  foot-tracks  of 
some  shepherd  (made  when  the  snow 
was  softer,  as  the  guide  said,  in  search 
of  some  lost  sheep),  and  which  we 
lucidly  discovered  just  at  the  steepest 
part,  where  a  slip  would  hare  carried 
one  down  over  a  precipice  of  un- 
known depth.  The  views  of  the  dis- 
tant Alps  from  the  summit  are  very 
fine,  and  the  descent  into  the  valley 
of  the  Yorder  Bhine,  near  Brigels, 
affords  one  continuous  view  of  that 
valley  from  above  Disentis,  almost 
to  its  junction  with  the  valley  of  the 
Hinter  Rhine,  and  is  also  very  fine; 
but  the  expedition  was  hardly  worth 
the  trouble  and  daneer,  although  it 
enabled  me  to  see  the  upper  part  of 
the  Lint-Thai  and  the  Pantmibrucke, 
and  the  neater  part  of  the  valley^  of 
the  Yorder  Bhine,  without  retnmiog 
on  my  footsteps.  Much  depends  on 
the  season,  the  weather,  and  the  state 
of  the  snow;  but  it  is  at  least  9  hrs. 
from  the  baths  of  Stachelberg  to 
Brigels,  and  one  should  start  ai  ^ 
past  4,  or  at  latest  5,  o'clock  in  the 
morning.      The   Irm   at   Brigels    is 

Soor.  The  village  itself  was  nearly 
estroyed  by  fire  a  few  years  since, 
and  many  of  the  houses  are  new.  The 
chSlet  on  the  Limem  Alp  is  a  little 
out  of  the  way,  and  it  would  save  time 
to  carry  refreshment  and  avoid  it." 


ROUTE  78. 

STACHELBEBG  TO  BRXGELS,  OVEB  THE 
KISTENQRAT. 

"  After  crossing  the  Fantenbrucke 
(Rte.  74),  which  is  nearly  2  hrs.'  good 
walking  from  the  baths  of  Stachel- 
berg,  uie  path  over  the  Kistengrat 
turns  rather  sharply  to  the  L,  and 
ascends  through  pleasant  woods  and 
green  pasturages  for  a  time.    2^  hrs. 
from  the  Pantenbriicke,  always  risine, 
brings  you  to  the  sunmiit  of  the  little 
secluded  nook   in  which  the  ch&let 
of  the  Limem  Alp,  the  hiehest  be- 
longing to  the  Lint-thai,  is  ouilt.    It 
consists  of  3  miserable  hovels  of  loose 
stones,  one  a  piece  for  the  cows,  the 
goats,  and  the  men.    This  is  sepa- 
rated from  tJie  black  precipitous  face 
of  the  Selbsanfb  Mountain  by  a  deep 
chasm,    the    bottom    of  which   can 
scarcely  be  seen  from  the  edge.    Here 
a  man  and  2  boys,  with  3  or  4  cows 
and  some  goats,  pass  3  months  of  the 
year  in  seclusion,  takin?  with  them 
their  supply  of  flour  and  bread.  After 
quitting  the  Limem  Alp,  there  was  no 
semblance  of  a  path,  and  the  snow,which 
in  the  middle  of  the  day  before  had 
been  declared  by  the  guide  and  pea- 
santry to  be  quite  impassable  from  its 
softness,  had    become    early  in  the 
morning  so  hard  and  icy  as  to  be 
nearly  impassable  in  the  steeper  parts 
from  its  supperiness;  so  great  is  the 
diffbrence  made  by  a  few  hours.    It 
took  us  quite  5)  nrs.  to  go  from  the 
ch&let  on  ^e  Limem  Alp  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Brigels,  and  of  these  3^  were 
on  the  snow.    We  passed  dose  by 
the  Mutten  See,  learing  it  on  our 
left.    It  was  then  a  mass  of  snow  and 
ice,  no  water  being  visible.    In  a  dif- 
ferent state  of  the  snow  a  path  is 
sometimes  taken  across  a  lower  part 
of  the  mountain,  leaving  the  Miitten 
See  on  the  right,  but  it  was  too  steep 
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ROUTE  79. 

GI.ARU8  OB  STACHELBEBO  TO  REI- 
CHENAU  —  BICHETLI  AND  SEGNES 
PASSES. 

As  mentioned  in  Rte.  74,  there  are 
two  passes  by  which  commanication 
18  kept  up  between  Glarus  and  the 
▼alley  of  the  Vorder  Rhein  in  the 
GrisoDs.  They  are  both  most  easily 
approached  by  the  char-road  which 
has  been  carried  for  5  leagues  np  the 
Sernft  Thai  as  far  as  Kim.  Pedes- 
trians approaching  from  Stachelberg 
^11  prefer  the  Richetli  pass,  which 
leads  in  7  hrs.  from  the  Baths  to  Elm. 

About  3  m.  above  Glarns  the  valley 
of  the  Linth  divides  into  two  branches. 
Oat  of  the  1.  or  E.  branch  issues  the 
Semft :  it  is  sometimes  called  Klein- 
thai,  to  distinguish  it  from  the  larger 
W.  branch,  or  Lint-thai. 

About  4  ^ay  to  Enghi  (/n»),  rt. 
there  is  rather  a  fine  waterfall ;  |  h. 
beyond  this  an  isolated  view  of  the 
G^rnisch,  very  noble.  This  mountain, 
owing  to  its  form  and  jposition,  is  one 
of  the  most  striking  in  Switzerland, 
seen  from  whatever  side. 

^Vatt,  another  village,  stands  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Semft,  and  at  the 
month  of  the  minor  vale  of  the  Krauch- 
thal,  np  which  rnns  a  path  to  Sargans, 
over  the  Uiseten  pass,  7  stunden. 

The  quarries  in  the  Platteuberg,  a 
mountain  of  the  grauwacke  and  clay- 
slate,  on  the  1.  side  of  the  valley,  op- 
posite Matt,  furnish  excellent  slates 
for  roofing  or  for  writing.  Most  of 
the  schools  in  Switzerland  are  supplied 
from  hence:  and  the  slate  was  for- 
merly exported  down  the  Rhine  to 
Holland  and  the  Indies.  This  slate 
is  well  known  to  geologists  for  the 
beantifol  and  perfect  casts  of  fossil 
fish  in  which  it  abounds.  The  lower 
portion  of  the  valley  is  unhealthy,  as 
may  be  learned  from  the  occurrence 
of  goitre  and  cretinism  (those  afflicted 
with  the  latter  are  here  called  Tolpel 


—dolt,  blockhead— §  18);  but  the  in- 
habitants of  the  npper  extremity  are 
a  fijue  and  hardy  race. 

Eim.  (Inns:  a  new  inn,  bnilt  in 
1857,  and  kept  by  Jacob  Elmer,  is 
comfortable,  and  the  landlord  atten- 
tive; another  inn,  formerly  well  re- 
commended, by  the  widow  Freuler. 
appears  to  have  been  given  up.) 

The  route  from  Stachelberg  to 
Elm  crosses  the  Linth  and  ascends 
a  steep  path  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Duma  Thai,  At  the  head  of  that 
valley  the  track,  which  is  Mntly 
marked,  bears  away  to  the  1.,  or  nearly 
due  E.,  and  reaches  the  summit  of  the 
Richetli  Pass  in  about  4  hrs.  from  the 
Baths.  The  descent  on  the  E.  side 
towards  Elm  is  easy,  and  the  track 
pretty  well  marked,  so  that  no  guide 
IS  needed. 

[From  Elm  there  is  a  pass  over  the 
Mamin  Grot  to  Sargans  or  Pfeffers. 
The  ascent  is  made  in  4  hrs.  by  a  very 
rough  path,  impassable'  for  horses. 
The  view  from  the  summit  is  said  to 
be  very  fine.  The  descent  into  the 
Weisstannen  TTial  is  not  easy  to  find 
without  a  ^ide.  To  reach  Sargans 
that  valley  is  followed  from  its  head 
to  its  lower  extremity  at  Mels  near 
Sargans.  In  order  to  reach  Pfeffers 
it  is  necessary  to  turn  to  the  S.E.  after 
passing  the  first  ch&let  in  the  Weiss- 
tannen Thai,  and  to  cross  two  ridges 
into  the  Kalfeuser  Thai,  or  valley  of 
the  Tamina,  which  may  be  followed 
to  Pfeffers.  This  is  a  lon^  day's  walk 
of  fully  1 2  hrs.,  and  a  guide  is  indis- 
pensable. At  Vattis,  in  the  Kalfeuser 
Thai,  there  is  a  poor  Inn,2 

The  Segnes  Pass  from  Elm  to  Flims 
requires  about  7  hrs.  fair  walking. 
Heinrich  Elmer  is  well  rooken  of  as  a 
guide.  The  path  crosses  the  Semft  just 
above  the  village,  and  follows  the  S.E. 
branch  of  that  stream,  fed  by  the  snows 
of  the  Ofen,  until  it  reaches  the  point 
where  the  stream  coming  from  the 
Segnes  joins  the  former.  The  path 
turns  to  the  1.,  and,  after  following 
the  second  stream  for  a  short  distance, 
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begins  to  moont  nearly  due  £.  over 
pastures,  and  then  over  loose  stones* 
where  all  trace  of  path  is  lost,  until  it 
approaches  very  near  to  a  singular 
hole,  or  natund  tunnel  through  the 
mountain,  which  is  called  the  Martina- 
hch^  and  through  which  on  four  days 
in  the  year — March  4  and  5,  and  Sep- 
tember 14  and  15 — the  sun  shines 
uj>on  the  Tillage  ch.  of  Elm.  This 
orifice  is  nearly  directly  under  the 
peak  of  the  Segnes  Spitz,  which  is  800 
or  900  ft  above  it  To  the  £.  several 
depressions  are  seen,  over  which  a 
way  might  probably  be  found  into  the 
Kalfeuser  Thai,  but  the  Segaes  Pass 
(8612  Eng.  ft.)  is  that  nearest  to  the 
Martinsloch.  On  the  S.  side  of  the 
pass  some  steep  rocks  and  slopes  of 
snow  lead  down  to  the  Flimaer  Fim,  a 
small  nearly  level  glacier  occupying 
a  hollow  in  the  mountain,  and  resem- 
bling  a  frozen  lake.  This  is  crossed 
in  a  S.E.  direction,  and  the  rocks  are 
again  reached  on  the  E.  side  of  a 
stream  that  issues  from  the  glacier. 
Keeping  at  first  to  the  1.  of  a  tract  of 
wet  boggy  ground,  the  track  then  de- 
scends over  pastures  to  Flims,  where 
there  is  a  rough  inn.  Better  quarters 
are  found  by  pushing  on  about  6  m. 
by  the  char-road  to  Eeichenau  (//m : 
Adler).    (Rte.  82.) 


ROUTE  80. 

GLARUS  TO  ILAKZ,  BY  THE  PANIXER 
PASS. 

To  approach  this  pass  from  Glarus 
the  char-road  to  Elm  is  followed 
(see  Bte.  79).  In  going  from  Stachd- 
ber^  by  the  Richetli  pass.  Elm  is 
avoided,  as  the  path  to  the  Panixer 
is  met  soon  after  descending  the  Ri- 
chetli, near  to  the  ch&lets  of  Wichehi, 
about  4  m.  from  Elm.  But  it  would 
be  a  hard  day's  work  to  aocomplish 
both  passes,  and  no  accommodation 
woula  be  found  before  reaching  the 
village  of  Panix,  fuUy  10  hrs.  good 
walking  from  the  Baths.  Prom  Elm 
to  Itanz  is  a  walk  of  8  hrs. 

An  hour  and  a  quarter's  walk  IKtm 
Elm  brines  the  traveller  almost  to  the 
head  of  Uie  W.  branch  of  the  Semft 
Thai,  and  in  front  of  the  opening  to 
the  S.,  which  leads  to  the  Paatxer 
pass.  The  ascent  of  the  pass  occupies 
2^  hours,  and  for  the  last  two  hours 
the  track  is  marked  bv  poles.  The 
scenery  is  wild  and  desolate  ;  the 
pouna  rises  in  stages,  or,  as  it  were, 
in  gigantic  steps,  tormin^  open  fiats 
borne  up  by  great  precipices.  The 
first  of  these  flats,  gained  in  }  of  an 
hour  from  the  Semft  Thai,  is  the 
wild  Jazer  Alp.  Here  are  found  the 
last  chalets. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  (7906  ft) 
commands  a  very  comprehensive  view 
over  the  southern  mountains  of  the 
Grisons,  but  is  not  remarkable,  ex- 
cept for  extent 

The  commencement  of  the  descent 
into  the  Grisons  is  marked  by  poles, 
and  turns  towards  the  W.  in  the  di- 
rection of  a  large  glacier  fed  by  the 
snow-fields  of  the  Hausstock.  The 
traveller  is  then  left  at  the  edge  of  a 
steep  declivity  to  find  his  own  wav 
down.  Here  it  is  necessary  to  tori 
to  the  S.,  and  descend  the  declivity, 
loose,  wet,  and  it  may  be  said  track- 
less, in  order  to  gain  the  path  whidi 
may  be  perceived  on  an  Alp  or 
mountain-pasturage  beneath.  Before 
reachm^  thb  Alp,  the  stream,  Ju^t 
sprung  m  a  consioerable  rolome  from 
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its  glacier,  must  be  waded  throueh. 
The  way  then  lies  for  a  time  over  the 
half-banren  surface  of  the  Alp,  which 
is  raised  on  immense  precipices  above 
the  lower  valley  of  Panix.  The  path 
then  recrosses  the  stream  (which  runs 
in  a  deep  chasm,  hardly  a  yard  in 
width,  intersecting  the  alp),  and  then 
ascends  for  some  distance  along  the 
face  of  the  precipices  on  the  E.,  pass- 
ing in  one  place  along  a  shelf  cut  out 
of  the  rocic.  -  There  is  no  daneer 
whatever  here  in  summer;  but  auer 
a  fall  of  snow  the  passage  might  not 
be  unattended  with  peril. 

The  path  now  opens  upon  a  wide 
CTeen  pasturage,  partially  sloping 
down  towards  the  o.,  and  turning  by 
degrees,  first  E.  and  then  N.E.,  so  as 
to  double  round  the  head  of  the 
ravine.  The  rest  of  the  way  to  the 
Tillaee  of  Panix,  where  there  is  a 
small  country  Itm,  presents  no  great 
difficulty,  thoueh  some  little  embar- 
rassment may  be  experienced  in  the 
woods.  Panix  is  a  long  2  hours  dis* 
tant  from  the  nass  to  which  it  gives 
name.  From  nere  it  is  well  worth 
while  to  look  back  upon  the  pass. 
All  approach  seems  so  barred  by 
prei^pices  that  its  accessibility  would 
be  considered  almost  impossible. 

Below  Panix  there  is  a  good  path, 
running  at  a  great  elevation  albove 
the  stream  along  the  mountain-side, 
and  eventually  emerging  upon  the 
heights  overlooking  the  valley  of  the 
Vorder  Rhein,  which  sweeps  along  far 
below.  The  views  of  this  valley,  seen 
on  the  descent,  are  of  extraordinary 
beauty.  The  path  leads  for  a  long 
time  through  pleasant  fields  and 
woodland  scenes,  but  at  length  de- 
scends more  rapidly  upon  Ruvis,  im- 
mediately below  wmch  village  it  falls 
into  the  high  road  which  conducts  to 
Ilanz.  From  Panix  to  Hans  (Rte.  82) 
is  a  walk  of  2  hours. 

Sawarrow,  after  the  almost  incre- 
dible march  detailed  in  Rtes.  73, 
75,  remained  like  a  stag  at  bay  for 
three  or  four  days  at  Glarus  for  the 
purpose  of  resting  his  wearied  troops, 
though  not  a  day  was  passed  without 
skirmishes  more  or  less  severe  with 
the    enemy-     At  length,  finding  it 


hopeless  to  attack  a  French  force  now 
so  g^reatly  superior  in  numbers  to  his 
own,  he  adopted  the  only  remaining 
alternative,  of  again  leading  his  ex- 
hausted and  diminished  followers  over 
the  high  crest  of  the  Alps,  in  order 
to  rescue  them  f^om  annihilation,  and 
enable  him  to  unite  himself  with  the 
scattered  fragments  of  the  Russian 
army  in  the  Grisons.  He  broke 
up  nrom  his  quarters  on  the  5th  of 
CNstober.  The  lateness  of  the  season, 
the  difficulties  of  the  passage,  and 
the  vastly  superior  force  pressing  on 
the  heels  of  his  dispirited  solcBers, 
rendered  this  a  far  more  hazardous 
enterprise  than  that  which  he  had 
previously  accomplished.  The  miser* 
able  path  up  the  valley  would  barely 
admit  two  men  abreast:  along  this  the 
army  painfully  wound  its  way  in  single 
file.  The  difficulty  of  the  ascent  was 
greatly  increased  Dy  a  fall  of  snow  2 
teet  deep;  but,  as  though  the  hard- 
ships  of  the  way  were  not  enough,  the 
inde&tigable  French,  ascending  the 
opposite  bank  of  the  Semft,  allowed 
the  Russians  no  respite  fVom  their 
harassing  assaults.  Numbers  lay 
down,    exhausted   from    fatigue,    to 

Serish  on  the  snow;  many,  slipping 
own  the  insecure  fragments  of  slate, 
and  along  the  rocks,  polished  by  the 
frost,  were  hurled  over  the  precipices, 
and  crushed  in  the  abyss  below,  while 
the  enemy's  bullets  were  not  idow  in 
further  tninning  their  ranks.  After 
five  days  of  toil,  and  four  nights  of 
little  repose,  since  they  were  spent  on 
the  bare  surfi&ce  of  the  snow  and  the 
glaciers,  where  many  men  were  fW>zen 
to  death,  Suwarrow  crossed  the  ridge 
of  Panix,  between  7000  and  8000  ft. 
above  the  sea,  and  on  the  10th  of 
October  gained  the  valley  of  the  Rhine 
at  Ilanz.  Even  on  reaching  the 
descent  into  the  Grisons,  many 
perished  in  attempting  to  cross  the 
fearful  chasm  of  tne  Araschka  Alp. 
For  months  the  foul  birds  and  beasts 
of  prey  were  gorged  with  their  bodies, 
and  the  bones  of  many  a  warrior  are 
still  blanching  in  the  crevices  and 
ravines  of  the  J'&tcer.  Thus  termi- 
nated a  march  of  18  days'  duration, 
perhaps  the  most  extraordinary  ever 
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poHbrmed  hj  an  army,  inoessanily  en* 
saged,  fighting  a  battle  almost  every 
day,  and  obliged  to  traverse  a  country 
unknown,  and  completely  destitute  of 
resources.  This  remarKable  retreat 
was  accomplished  with  the  loss  of  all 
his  artillery,  the  greater  part  of  the 
beasts  of  burden,  and  one-third  of  his 
men. 


ROUTE  82. 

COIRE,  UP  THE  VALLET  OF  THE  VORDEB 
BHEIN,  TO  DISENTIS,  AND  ACBOSS  THE 
OBERALP  TO  ANDERMATT. 

Stonden.  £Dg.m. 
Reichenaa  ....2    =    6 

lUuu 4|  =  14 

Trans 4    =  12 

DLientb      .     .     .     .    2i  ==:    7i 
Andermatt .... 

Oarriage-road  to  Andermatt  com- 
pleted 1866;  hilly,  and  not  ver^  good. 
Diligence  daily  in  10  hrs.  to  Disentis; 
13  hrs.  to  Andermatt.  The  ascent  of 
the  Oberalp  on  the  Orison  side  is 
rather  roueh  :  thence  to  Andermatt 
in  good  order.  Best  /wu,  Banz  and 
Disentis. 

It  is  scarcely  possible  to  walk  from 
Roiohenau  to  Andermatt  in  less  than 
2  days.  As  for  as  Disentis  the 
scenery  is  varied  and  most  pictu- 
resque; in  parts  very  fine,  not  un- 
like Deeside  in  Scotland*  Thence  to 
Andermatt  is  chiefly  over  open  Alpine 
pasturages.     The   number  of  small 


castles  on  heights  above  the  Rhine 
is  remarkable;  it  is  as  much  the  cas- 
tellated Rhine  here  as  below  Mayenoei 
The  great  post-road  from  Coire 
(Rte.  87),  up  the  valley  of  the  Rhine, 
is  followed  as  far  as 

6  m.  Eeichenau — Irm :  Adler  (Rte. 
87)— -where  the  waters  of  the  Vordpr 
and  Hinter  Rhein  unite. 

The  new  road  strikes  up  the  side  of 
the  hiUs  on  the  I.  bank  of  the  Rhine, 
to  the  village  of  Tamins,  directly  over 
Reidienau.  Hence  the  traveller  enjoy» 
a  beautiful  view  up  both  valleys  of 
the  Rhine.  The  entrance  of  tlutt  of 
Hinter-Rhein,  up  which  runs  the  road 
to  the  Spliigen,  is  guarded  by  the 
castle  of  Rsezuns,  backed  by  villages 
and  church-towers  without  number. 
Beyond  Trins  our  road  turns  aside 
from  the  Rhine,  and  bends  round  a 
little  monticule  rising  by  a  consider- 
able and  steep  ascent  into  a  small 
sequestered  upland  basin,  in  the  midst 
of  which  lies 

7  m.  Flims  (Rom.  Flem.) — ^Adler, 
Poste^  rough—  a  village  3360  ft.  above 
the  sea,  named  from  the  number  of 
sources  around  it,  ad  flumma,  [Here 
the  path  to  Glarus,  by  the  Segnes 
pass  (Rte.  79),  strikes  off  to  Wald- 
nauser,  a  rustic  inn,  in  )  m  ]  After 
continuing  some  time  out  of  sight 
of  the  Rhine,  we  join  it  again  after 
a  steep  descent,  about  3  miles  be- 
yond Xax.  Pedestrians  should  in- 
auire  for  a  foot-path  which  cuts  off 
tne  greater  part  of  the  de'tour  involved 
by  passing  through  Flims. 

7  m.  Hatiz  (in  Romansch,  Glion*  or 
Don). — {Itms:  Oberalp,  on  rt.  bank, 
best;  Post,  or  Zum  Lukmanier; — both 
above  the  average.)  Hknt  is  the 
only  place  in  the  valley  deservini; 
the  name  of  town,  and  is  the  capital 
of  the  Graue  Bund,  or  Grey  League. 
Its  668  Inhab.  speak  Romansch,  and 
this  dialect  prevails  in  a  large  por- 
tion of  the  valley.  This  place  is 
magnificently  situated  astride  the 
Rhine,  here  crossed  by  a  wooden 
bridge.  The  environs  abonndincfaann- 
ing  walks  and  splendid  views;  ruins  of 
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GrSneck,  KSstris,  &c  Many  fine  old 
houses,  in  a  state  of  dilapidation, 
prove  it  was  once  the  abode  of  noble 
lamilies.  There  is  a  gjand  panoramic 
view  from  the  Piz  Himdaun,  S.W.  of 
the  town,  6929  ft. 

[The  Pass  of  the  Valserbers  to 
Splugen  is  described  Bte.  89.  The 
Panixer  pass  to  Glarus  is  described 
lite.80. 

Prom  Banz  to  Tusis  is  a  day's  walk 
of  10  or  11  hrs.  bj  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Vorder  Bhein  and  the  Savien  Thai 
(Bte.  90).  Scarcely  any  route  could  re- 
pay the  traveller  better  Uian  this;  but 
the  path  is  not  always  good.  There 
is  also  a  pass  to  Olivone,  in  the  Val 
Blegno  (Bte.  86).] 

At  Ruis,  2f  m.  beyond  Ilanz,  the 
Panixer  pass  direrges,  the  scene  of 
Suwarrow's  retreat  (Bte.  81). 

5  m.  Rhine  is  croraed  to  Tavanasa, 
and 

4  m.  is  recrossed  thence. 

1  m.  THiru  (Rom.,  Tron) — (/nn; 
Krone,  **  not  weU  reputed*') — a  village 
in  a  singularly  beautiful  situation,  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  Bhine.  Its  800 
Inhab.  are  Bom.  Catholics,  and  speak 
Romansch.  Abandoned  iron-works  in 
the  vicinity.  Truns  is  chiefly  remark- 
able, however,  as  the  cradle  of  liberty 
among  the  Bhoetian  Alps.  Beneath 
the  shade  of  the  neighbouring  forest 
the  peasants  met  at  the  beginning  of 
the  IbUi  century,  to  concert  plans  for 
liberating  themselves  and  their  chil- 
dren from  the  oppression  and  slavery 
of  their  feudal  lords,  three  or  four  of 
whose  castles,  now  in  ruins,  may  still 
be  seen  frowning  down  from  the 
neishbonring  crags. 

Near  the  entrance  of  the  Tillage,  on 
the  side  of  lUmz,  stands  the  decayed 
but  yenerated  fragment  of  a  Syca- 
more  (Acer  Pseudoplatanus ;  German, 
Ahom),  now  6  or  7  centuries  old,  a 
mere  trunk,  cloven  and  hollow,  be- 
neath whose  once-spreading  branches 
the  deputies  of  the  peasants  met  the 
nobles  who  were  fiivonrable  to  their 
cause,  in  March,  1424,  and  took  the 
oath  of  fidelity  to  one  another,  and  to 
theiT    free   constitution   then    esta- 


blished. According  to  tradition  this 
remarkable  oath  was  administered 
by  the  Abbot  of  Disentis.  The 
confederates  swore  "to  be  and  to 
continue  good  and  true  friends  ;  to 
hold  together  in  war  and  in  peace ; 
to  maintain  each  man  his  own  rights 
by  law,  and  not  by  the  strong  hand; 
to  withstand  all  lawless  violence;  and 
to  punish  the  unruly  who  will  not 
obey  the  sentence  of  the  law."  Such 
is  the  origin  of  the  Gret  Leaqub, 
Graue  Bum  (Bte.  66),  so  called  from 
the  grey  beards  or  die  grey  home- 
spun  garb  of  the  venerable  assembly. 
A  vigorous  young  shoot  has  sprouted 
forth  from  the  hollow  trunk,  and  is 
protected  by  a  railing.  Close  to  the 
sycamore  tree  stands  the  little  Chapel 
of  St  Anne,  whose  portico  is  adorned 
with  Bible  texts,  **  In  libertatem  vocati 
estis;"  "Ubi  Spiritus  Domini,  ibi  Li- 
bertas;"  "In  te  speravemnt  Patres;" 
&C.,  and  with  two  fresco  paintings. 
Cue  represents  the  first  formation  of 
the  League,  the  principal  fie:ures  being 
the  Abbot  of  Disentis,  in  &e  robes  of 
his  order;  the  Count  of  Sax,  with  a 
white  flowing  beard;  and  the  lord  of 
Bhcetzuns.  The  other  picture  shows 
the  renewal  of  the  oath  in  1778:  the 
deputies  here  appear  with  starched 
frills,  and  hair  powdered  and  frizzled; 
in  silk  stockings  and  walking-sticks. 
It  is  recorded  that  the  deputies  on  the 
former  occasion  brought  their  dinners 
in  sacks  on  their  backs,  which  they 
hung  up  by  nails  to  the  rocks,  while 
ihey  quenched  their  thirst  in  the 
brook  which  traverses  the  meadow 
of  Tavanasa.  The  more  courtier-like 
deputies  of  the  second  meeting  were 
more  sumptuously  feasted  in  the  mis- 
sion of  the  Abbot  In  the  so-called 
RiUer^iaal,  a  building  belonging  to 
the  Abbey  of  Disentis,  the  arms  of  all 
the  magistrates  since  1424  are  painted 
on  the  walls. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  upper  part 
of.  the  valley,  about  Disentis,  are 
Boman  Catholics,  as  will  become  ap- 
parent from  the  increased  number  of 
churches  and  crosses.  The  mountains 
which  bound  it  change  from  lime- 
stone to  primitive  rocks,  and  give  a 
Afferent  <uiaraoter  to  its  scenery. 
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Opposite  ScTwcix  (Rom.  Sumvig; 
Lat.  Summus-vicus),  abounding  in 
cherry-trees,  the  valley  of  that  name 
opens  out;  through  it  is  a  path  to 
Olivone  by  the  Oreina  pass.  A 
wooden  bridge,  16  J  ft.  high,  210  ft 
long,  carries  the  road  over  the  Rusein- 
TobeL 

7^  Dtsentia  {Inns:  H.  Condrau, 
very  good,  best  situation;  Krone; 
Adler,  same  landlord  as  H.  Condrau; 
H.  Berther).  5^  frs.  board  and  lodg- 
ing a-day.  Game  plentiful.  The 
Benedictine  Abbey  of  X>isentis  (Rom. 
Mustar ;  Lat.  Monasterium)  is  one 
of  the  oldest  ecclesiastical  establish- 
ments in  Switzerland,  founded,  it 
is  said,  by  the  Scotch  monk  Sieg- 
bert,  a  companion  of  St.  Gall,  and 
was  the  nucleus  of  early  civilization 
in  this  wild  and  remote  country. 
It  stands  on  an  elevated  terrace, 
3700  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  with 
a  small  village  clustered  round  its 
base,  and  near  the  head  of  a  rather 
long  ascent.  It  is  protected  bv  a 
forest  above  it  from  falling  avalanches, 
on  the  L  bank  of  the  Vorder-Rhine, 
at  the  junction  of  the  two  Alpine 
torrents  which  unite  in  forming  that 
river.  The  Abbey  has  twice  been 
burned  down  in  modem  times,  first  in 
1799,  when  the  French  invaders  burnt 
it,  and  along  with  it  the  library  formed 
in  the  7th  and  8th  centuries.  The 
abbe^,  again  burnt  in  1846,  but 
rebuilt,  and  now  used  as  a  school 
for  the  Canton,  has  an  imposing 
appearance,  from  its  size  and  posi- 
tion, towering  above  the  hiunble 
hovels  of  the  village  below,  as  its  rich 
and  powerful  abbots,  in  the  middle 
ages,  lorded  it  over  their  vassals.  They 
were,  at  one  time,  firm  allies  of  the 
House  of  Habsburg,  and  the  abbot 
and  his  banner  occupied  the  van  at 
the  battle  of  Morgarten.  At  a  later 
period,  however,  1424,  Abbot  Peter  of 
Pontaningen  was  one  of  the  founders 
of  Grison  liberty,  who  met  under  the 
sycamore  at  Truns. 

A  newspaper  is  published  here  in 
the  Romanscn  dialect. 

There  is  a  path  hence  up  the  Me- 
delser  Thai    to   Santa   Maria,   and 


thence  over  the  Lukmanier  to  BelUn- 
zona  (Rte.  85)  ;  a  I'nd,  over  the  Uomo 
Pass  and  down  the  V al  Piora  to  Airolo, 
10^  hrs.  (Rte.  84)  ;  a  3rd,  difficult 
and  dangerous,  runs  N.  over  the  Dodi- 
Grat,  by  the  Sandalp,  to  the  Baths  of 
Stachelbei^  (Rte.  77);  a  4th,  by  the 
Kreutzli  Pass  and  Maderaner  Thai 
(Rte.  83)  to  Amsteg,  10  hours'  good 
walking. 

Jean  Baptiste  Monn  is  recommended 
as  a  guide. 

A  RaHicay  through  the  ridge  of  the 
Lukmanier  has  been  surveyed. 

Disentis  is  a  convenient  station  for 
travellers  bent  on  exploring  these  and 
other  passes.  The  charge  is  rather 
high  for  very  poor  cattle,  viz,  11  frs. 
a-day  for  each  horse,  with  abonnemain 
of  1  fr.  a-day  to  each  of  the  guides. 
But  in  summer  time  the  horses  are 
sent  up  to  the  Hi^h  Alps  to  carry 
hay,  &c.,  and  require  to  be  fetched  a 
long  distance.  If  required  for  sey^al 
days  a  less  price  will  be  taken. 

The  new  road  from  Disentis  op  to  the 
Oberalp  leaves  the  Medelser  Thai  on 
the  1.,  and  ascends  the  vale  of  Tavetsch 
by  the  1.  bank  of  the  Vorder-IUune, 
now  reduced  in  breadth  and  volame 
to  a  mountain-torrent. 

5  Sedrttn^  or  Tavetsch  (/hn:  Krone, 
good),  the  chief  place  in  the  T&Uey. 

2  Ruaraa  (Rom.  St  Giacomo)  (/wi, 
Oberalp).  On  a  hill  nearly  sur- 
rounded by  the  Rhine  stand  the 
ruins  of  the  Castle  of  Pultmenga  or 
Pontaningen. 

Above  Ruaras  a  narrow  gorge  leads 
out  of  the  lower  into  an  upper  valley. 
This  part  of  it  is  dreadfully  exposed 
to  avalanches.  Jn  1808  one  fell  from 
the  Ruenatsch  upon  the  village  of 
Selva,  and  killed  42  human  beings  and 
237  head  of  cattle. 

The  carriage-road  is  carried  through 
TschiamoL 

Tschiamot  the  last  village  in  the 
Tavetsch  deserving  that  name,  and  pro- 
vided with  a  church;  it  is  5000  ft. 
above  the  sea.  The  valley  of  Ta» 
vetsch  is  the  cradle  of  the  Yorder^ 
Rhine:  it  is  supplied  from  3  branches* 
having  their  source  in  the  vast  moon** 
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tains  and  glaciers  which  wall  in  its 
upper  extremity;  the  Crispalt^  on  the 
S.  side,  the  Sezmadan  (Cima  de  Ba- 
dos),  and  the  Comare.  At  Tschiamot 
one  of  the  branches  is  crossed,  after 
which,  adieu  to  the  Rhine. 

The  new  carriage-road,  adopting 
s  line  more  safe  from  avalanches  than 
the  old  summer  path,  ascends  the  Val 
Surpalix  by  ten  sweeping  sigzags,  and, 
crossing  the  boundary  of  Canton  Uri, 
attains 

TheSummUofthePasSj  7172  ft.  above 
the  sea. 

On  reaching  the  opposite  declivity* 
a  small  lake,  &ned  for  its  trout,  lies 
at  the  foot  of  the  traveller.  This  is 
the  Oberalp  See^  one  of  the  head-waters 
of  the  Reuss:  it  is  beset  with  bogs. 
This  spot  was  the  scene  of  a  hard 
^^''^fSSr^  between  the  Prench  and 
Aostrians  in  1799.  The  road  skirts 
along  the  K.  side  of  the  lake.  The 
vale  of  Urseren,  with  Hospital  in 
the  distance,  and  the  house  on  the 
Farca,  now  open  out  to  yiew,  and  a 
long  descent  by  well-drawn  zig-zags, 
which  may  be  much  abridged  by  uie 
pedestrian,  first  through  a  naked 
valley  of  pastures,  and  then  down  an 
arduous  and  broken  declivity,  brings 
the  traveller  to 

Andermatt  (Christinas  rnn,  good), 
on  the  St.  Gothard  (Bte.  34).  To 
walk  hence  to  Disentis  will  require 
'  hrs;  to  drive  3|  hrs. ;  to  the  Col 
about  2}  hrs. 


ROUTE  83. 

AMSTEO  TO  DI8ENTI8,  BV  THE  PASS 
OF  THE  KBEUZIJ. 

This  Pass  requires  from  10  to  11 
hrs.,  and  should  not  be  tried  without  a 

fuide.    Jos.  Maria  Trosch  andAm- 
rose  Zgraggen*  of  Silenen,  are  good 
glides. 

'*  The  path  runs  at  starting  up  the 
Madcraner  Thaly  on  the  L  bank  of  th« 
Kerstlenbach,  which  joins  the  Reuss 
at  Amstee.  For  a  few  minutes  it  is 
by  its  side  :  the  ascent  to  gain  the 
level  of  the  fields  above  the  closing 
gorge  then  commences,  and  continues 
for  about  \  hr.  through  the  forest. 
The  valley  behind  the  gorge  is  thus 
entered  and  followed  up  ;  the  chapel 
of  St.  Antony  and  little  hamlet  of 
Bristen  are  passed,  and  a  little  fur- 
ther on  the  river  is  crossed  (40  miu. 
from  Amsteg),  and  recrossed  10  min. 
afterwards.  An  hr.  after  leaving  Am- 
steg the  stream  from  the  Ezli  Thai 
is  crossed.  This  Talley  leads  to  the 
Ereuzli,  and  the  Maderan  Thai  is 
now  left  A  considerable  ascent  is 
necessary  to  get  into  the  Ezli  Thai 
as  the  path  has  to  mount  above  the 
head  of  a  high  fall.  The  first  bridge 
over  its  stream,  above  the  fall,  ig 
not  crossed,  but  the  three  following 
are.  Soon  after  crossing  the  third  of 
these  bridges  (about  2  hrs.  from  Am- 
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steg),  the  last  trees  are  passed,  and 
the  paUi  mounts  continually  for  nearly 
anower  couple  of  hours  along  the  W. 
flank  of  a  naked  desolate  ravine.  It 
skirts'"  on  its  way,  in  the  bed  of  the 
stream,  the  remains  of  an  immense 
avalanche  which  fell  1849 — a  mass 
of  snow,  dirt,  and  fallen  rocks,  pro- 
bably ^  a  mile  long.  Beside  it 
stands  a  cross  with  the  date  1834. 
A  small  marshy  basin  succeeds  the 
ravine,  the  valley  here  changing 
its  direction  from  S.  to  W.  At  this 
basin  the  way  to  the  KreuzU  quits  the 
valley,  passing  the  river  and  ascend- 
ing tne  eastern  mountains.  There  is 
a  bridge;  the  track  is  not  perceptible 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river, 
though  it  soon  reappears  during  the 
subsequent  ascent. 

'*  It  is  well  worth  while  to  follow  up 
the  vaUey  for  half  a  mile  or  a  mile 
above  the  basin  just  mentioned,  in- 
stead of  immediately  leaving  it  for  the 
pass.  The  river  is  pursued  towards 
the  W.,  till  it  is  lost  in  a  short  defile 
beneath  the  snow,  with  which  the  bed 
of  the  narrow  passage  is  choked  up. 
A  multitude  of  gigantic  blocks,  heaped 
one  above  another,  form  one  side  of 
this  cleft  in  the  mountains.  The  snow 
affords  good  walking,  and  the  defile 
soon  gives  admittance  into  a  large 
hollow  of  the  highest  savage  cha- 
racter. It  is  utterly  sterile  and  un- 
inhabited ;  a  mere  receptacle  for  fallen 
rocks  and  snow.  The  glaciers  of  the 
Crispalt  sweep  down  upon  it ;  craggy 
mountains  or  the  boldest  elevation 
girdle  it  in;  their  splintered  summits 
rise  on  all  sides  high  into  the  sky. 
To  visit  this  spot  in  the  journey  over 
the  Kreuzli  would  not  increase  the 
duration  of  the  day's  walk  by  much 
more  than  half  an  hour. 

**The  track  which  leads  to  the 
Kreuzli  pass,  after  the  marshy  basin 
is  left  and  the  river  crossed,  continues 
to  ascend  towards  the  E.  up  an  uneven 
slope,  until  it  reaches  the  opening  of 
a  kind  of  high,  short  valley,  by  pur- 
suing which  the  summit  is  to  be  gained. 
From  this  point  there  is  an  unexpected 
view  of  the  bay  Oi  Uri,  and  of  the 
plain  at  the  entrance  ot  the  Reuss  into 
the  lake.     The   last  ascent  to  the 


Kreuzli  is  gentle  but  roueh,  the  sronnd 
being  covered  with  loose  blocks, 
alternating  with  patches  of  snow. 
The  track  only  appears  at  intervaLi, 
generaUy  upon  the  snow ;  but  the 
course  of  the  little  valley  is  in  itself 
a  su£ficient  ?uide.  The  crest  of  the 
pass,  marked  by  a  pole,  is  reached 
in  5  hrs.  direct  from  Amst^g,  or6i 
allowing  halts  to  enjoy  the  yiew,  ana 
has  an  elevation  of  7710  feet  abovp 
the  sea. 

*<  The  views  from  the  Kreuzli  are  os 
both  sides  of  an  extremely  savage 
nature,  amongst  the  neighbouring 
mountains  and  glaciers.  There  is 
also  an  extensive  view,  looking  doim 
the  valley,  of  the  snowy  mountains 
between  the  Grisons  and  the  eanton 
Ticino. 

**  It  is  a  bad  descent  into  the  valley 
of  Strim  down  a  steep  declivity,  broken 
hy  numbers  of  jutting  crags.  Occa- 
sional goat-tracks  supply  the  place  of 
a  regular  path.  Neitner  is  the  trade 
down  the  valley — ^when  its  bed  is  at- 
tained, and  the  ice-cold  river,  just 
sprung  from  its  glaciers,  crowed— 
anything  like  a  good  path.  It  reauires 
two  long  and  rather  fatiguing  nonrs 
from  the  summit  of  the  pass  to  reach 
the  village  of  Sedrun  or  Taretsch  in 
the  valley  of  the  Fore  Rhine.  The 
valley  of  Strim  is  uninhabited,  and  its 
nakedness  is  not  relieved  by  a  singk 
tree,  not  even  a  stunted  fir.  From 
Sedrun  to  Disentis  down  the  yalley  of 
the  Fore  Rhine  is  an  easy  walk  of  t: 
hrs.    (See  Rte.  82.) 
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slopes  of  the  mountains,  passing 
through  the  village  of  Madrano. 
Here  the  oi>ening  of  the  Val  Canaria 
breaks  the  side  of  the  chain :  the  path 
descends,  crosses  the  stream  issuing 
from  it,  and  falls  into  the  St.  Gothard 
road  a  little  below  Airolo."— B.  E. 

ROUTE  84. 


mSENTIS    TO    AIROLO,    BT    THE    UOHO 

PASS.    (11  hrs.). 

**As  &r  as  th6  hospice  of  Santa 
Maxia,  5  leagues  from  Disentis,  the 
way  to  this  pass  is  tha  same  as  that  to 
the  Loknianier.  (Bte.  85.^  A  little 
tributary  valley  of  the  Meaelser  Thai 
opens  from  the  S.W.  into  the  plain  of 
S^ta  Maria,  and  leads  to  the  Uomo 
pass.  The  path  ascends  from  the  plain 
on  the  rt.  bank  of  the  stream  which 
waters  this  valley.  There  is  no  diffi- 
colty  on  the  ascent,  which  is  rapid  and 
continaons.  The  valley  is  narrow  and 
barren,  and  presents  nothing  remark- 
able. The  summit  of  the  pass  is 
reached  easily  in  an  hour  and  a  half 
from  Santa  Biuiria.  Its  heieht  is  7160 
ft. ;  the  gpround  is  flat  and  boggy,  and 
not  adapted  for  a  path :  it  is  ac- 
cordingly traced  along  a  gentle  slope 
on  the  o.  edge  of  the  marsh,  where 
there  are  one  or  two  rude  ch&lets. 

^  The  descent  is  scarcely  begun  before 
a  commanding  view  of  tne  knot  of  the 
St.  Gothard  Alps  opens  out  in  front 
above  the  lesser  mountains.  The  pas- 
tures, or  '  Alp '  of  Flora,  down  which 
the  path  lies,  produce  a  cheese  of  con- 
siderable repute  in  the  canton.  The 
descent  is  at  first  rapid,  but  then 
reaches  a  little  plain  and  lake,  and 
then  the  lake  of  Ritom,  The  descent 
from  the  lake  is  abrupt  and  long,  the 
river  forming  in  quick  succession  three 
very  fine  fiEdk. 

**After  passing  the  third  fall,  the  path 
is  &irly  out  of  the  Val  Flora,  and  on 
the  flanks  of  the  Val  Leventina,  having 
been  throughout,  during  the  descent 
from  the  pass,  on  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
fttream,  wnich  it  now  abandons.  The 
rest  of  the  way  to  4-ii'olo  is  very  inte» 
resting.  The  Val  Leventina  and  the 
St.  Gothard  road  are  left  far  beneath, 
and  the  path  continues  high  on  the 


ROUTE  85. 

PASS    OP    THE   LUKVANIER  —  DZSENTIS 
TO  OLIVONE  IN  THE  yAL  BLEGNO. 

10  hrs. 

A  path,  much  frequented  in  sum- 
mer, and  practicable  throughout  on 
horseback,  though  very  steep  towards 
its  two  extremities.  It  is  a  long  and 
not  very  interesting  pass,  but  has 
acquired  importance  from  the  com- 
parative facilities  it  ofiers  for  the 
construction  of  a  Railway  with  tun- 
nels through  the  Alps — so  as  to  con- 
nect Switzerland,  W.  France,  and 
South  Germany,  with  Sardinia,  Lom- 
hardy,  and  the  cities  of  Milan,  Turin, 
and  Genoa.  A  succession  of  long  and 
comparatively  level  valleys  on  either 
side  of  the  pass  have  caused  it  to  be 
surveyed  for  the  construction  of  a 
Hailway,  and  it  is  practicable  by  means 
of  a  tunnel  15  m.  long,  which  is  to 
enter  the  mountain  at  Ferdatsch  and 
to  emerge  at  Camps  in  Yal  Blegno. 

The  valley  of  Medels,  up  which  this 
route  lies  as  far  as  Stu.  Maria,  runs 
in  a  direction  nearly  due  S.  firom 
Disentis,  and  is  traversed  through  its 
whole  length  by  the  Middle  Kbine. 
The  entrance  to  it  is  by  i^  rooky  and 
wooded  gorge,  about  2  m.  from  Di- 
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sentifl,  called  Conflons,  because  the 
Vorder  and  Mittel-Bhein  unite  in  it 
In  the  midst  of  it  the  Rhine  forms  two 
cascades,  and  beyond  it  the  val- 
ley opens  out  into  a  wide  basin,  lined 
with  pastures  and  forests,  in  the  re- 
moter parts  of  which  the  bear  is  still 
found,  while  the  chamois  abounds  on 
the  granite  peaks  forming  the  highest 
summits  of^  the  surrounding  Alps. 
The  path  scales  the  steep  and 
craggy  ridge  to  the  rt.  of  the  ^rge, 
of  which  it  affords  but  a  yery  imper- 
fect yiew,  and  then  descends  into  the 
yalley,  opposite  Curaglia,  a  yillage  on 
the  rt  bank  of  the  M.  Rhine,  placed 
just  above  the  influx  of  the  torrent 
which  descends  from  the  Medelser 
Gletscher.  A  little  further  up  the 
Rhine  is  crossed  to 

Platta  (accommodation  at  the 
Cur^s),  the  principal  place  in  the 
Medelser  Thai  In  1  hr.  more,  pass- 
ing through  the  hamlet  St  RoCco, 
a  spot  is  reached,  whence,  looking 
back,  the  yiew  of  the  Dodi  is  superb. 
I  hr.  higher  is  Perd&tsch — situated 
at  the  opening  of  the  Val  Cristal- 
lina,  which  runs  in  a  S.£.  direction, 
and  sends  forth  one  branch  of  the 
Middle  Rhine.  It  is  celebrated  for 
its  rock-crystals,  out  of  which  the 
shrine  of  St  Carlo  Borromeo,  in  the 
Buomo  of  Milan,  was  formed.  The 
ascent  here  becomes  more  rapid,  and 
the  scenery  wilder  and  finer.  Huge 
rocks  are  jumbled  about.  Below  Fer- 
datsch  the  Mittel-Rhein  plunges,  in  a 
fall  100  ft  high,  into  &  deep  eulf.  The 
little  hospices  of  St  John  and  St  Gal], 
each  with  its  warning  bell,  are  passed, 
and,  in  about  5  hrs.  from  Discntis,  Sta. 
Maria  is  reached.  Here  a  stream  de- 
scends from  the  W.  out  of  the  Lake 
Dim,  at  the  end  of  the  Val  Cadelina; 
and  another  issues  from  the  foot  of 
the  Monte  Scuro. 

Sta.  Maria  is  a  hospice  kept  up  for 
the  benefit  of  travellers,  and,  though 
yery  wretched  in  appearance,  the  tra- 
veller may  procure  tolerable  accom- 
modation for  horse  and  man. 

ihr's.  walk  above  Sta.  Maria  brines 
you  to  the  culminating  point  of  the 
Pass  of  the  Lyikmanier  (in  Latin, 
Mons  Lucumonius  j   in   Romansch, 


Lukmign,  or  Culm  Sta.  Maria),  6340 
ft.  above  the  sea. 

It  is  said  that  the  army  of  Pepin 
passed  this  way,  a.d.  754,  on  his  in- 
vasion of  Italy.  Poles,  stuck  into  the 
rocks,  mark  the  direction  of  the  path 
across  the  Col.  A  horse-path  over 
the  Uomo  Pass  (Rte.  84)  branches 
off  from  the  hospice  to  Airolo,  through 
the  Val  Termini,  or  Val  Fomo,  tm* 
Val  Piora,  by  Altanca,  Bnignasco,  and 
Madrano. 

A  cross  on  the  summit  of  the  Luk- 
manier  marks  the  boundary  of  the 
Grisons  and  Canton  Tessiiu  Hence 
the  path  to  Olivone  and  the  Vsl 
Blegno  descends  the  Alpine  Val  Ca- 
saccia,  in  1  hr.  to 

The  Hospice  of  Casaccia;  and,  a 
few  miles  lower,  to  that  of 

Camperio,  both  founded,  it  is  said, 
by  St  Carlo  Borromeo,  for  the  re- 
ception of  travellers. 

The  first  glimpse  of  the  spires  and 
plain  of 

Olivone,  from  the  wooded  steeps  of 
the  Lukmanier,  is  very  striking,  the 
descent  to  it  beautiful,  and  the  viUsge 
itself  is  one  of  the  most  charming: 
spots  in  the  Alps.  The  small  Inn  of 
Stefano  Bolla  is  comfortable,  though 
of  no  inviting  exterior,  and  rather 
high-priced.     Diligence  to  Biasca. 

Olivone  is  the  highest  village  in  tfai' 
Val  Blegno,  and  stands  at  the  point 
where  the  lateral  valley  of  Casaccia 
joins  it ;  it  has  about  740  Inhab. 

The  Val  Blegpao  (Germ.  Polenzer- 
thal)  is  traversed  by  the  stream  of  the 
Brenno,  which  enters  it  from  a  narrow 
cleft  in  the  mountain;  and  a  tolerabl*' 
char-road,  in  part  carriaee-road,  has 
recently  been  formed  along  the  L 
bank  of  the  stream,  from  OUvone  to 
Biasca,  on  the  route  of  the  St  Goth- 
ard  (Rte.  34),  a  distance  of  14  m. 
All  the  yalley  on  the  W.  is  verv 
beautiful. 

Many  of  the  chocolate-seUers  and 
chestnut-roasters,  who  swarm  in  the 
streets  of  the  cities  of  Italy,  come 
from  the  Val  Blegno. 

Biasca,  on  the  St.  Gothard  road. 


SufUxmiand. 
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ROUTE  86. 

1LAT7Z  TO  OLIVONE  IN  THE  VAL  BLEGNO, 
BY  THE  PASSES  OF  THE  DISRCT  AND 
OREINA. 

This  route  (14  hrs.)  leads  S.  from 
Ilanji  up  the  Lugnetz  Thai,  a  beautiful 
valley,  contracted  at  its  opening  into 
the  ralley  of  the  Rhine  to  a  mere 
defile,  as  far  as  Kumbels  (1^  hr.  from 
Ilanz].  A  little  farther  up  the  valley 
divides;  the  £.  branch, the  St.  Peters 
Thai,  leads  to  the  pass  of  the  Valser- 
berg  (Rte.  89);  the  W.  branch,  or 
Vrin  Thai,  leading  to  the  Val  Blegno. 
Near  the  junction  are  the  Baths  of 
Peiden,  where  tolerably  good  accom- 
modation may  be  had.  The  road  to  the 
Disrut,  after  leaving  Kumbels,  passes 
for  a  very  long  time  over  an  elevated 
and  extensive  tract  of  open  fields, 
dotted  with  several  villages  and  ham- 
lets, and  commanding  a  view  up  the 
main  valley  as  far  as  the  pass  of  the 
Valserberff.  At  length  tne  narrow 
upper  valley  of  Vnn  is  entered,  and, 
aner  crossing  a  deep  ravine,  the  vil- 
lage of  Vrmy  which  gives  its  name  to 
the  valley,  is  reached  (5  hrs.  from 
Ilanz).  The  cure  here  will  give 
lodging  to  travellers. 

On  kaving  Vrin  the  path  descends 
to  and  crosses  the  river,  which  it 
recrosses  almost  directly  afterwards. 
The  last  hamlet  is  Buzasch  (1^  hr. 
from  Vrin).  From  Buzasch  to  the 
summit  of  the  Disrut  is  an  ascent  of 
nearly  2  hrs.  For  the  first  hour  there 
is  a  path  marked ;  the  rest  of  the  way 
may  be  called  pathless.  By  a  gap,  in 
which  snow  lies,  is  at  last  attained, 
not  the  crest  of  the  Disrut,  but  the 


narrow  hdge  of  the  sharply  serrated 
ridge  which  divides  the  hollow  lead- 
ing down  to  Buzasch  from  another 
leading  down  to  Camps.  The  edge 
of  this  ridge  is  gained  dose  to  the 
point  where  it  diverges  from  the  chain 
which  separates  the  valleys  of  Somvix 
and  Vrin.  The  ascent  from  here  to 
the  Disrut  is  difficult  but  short  (about 
^  of  an  hour).  Immediately  on  the 
left  is  seen  a  shallow  gully  partly 
filled  with  snow,  the  sioes  of  whicn 
are  composed  of  snuiU  loose  fragments 
of  rock.  The  head  of  this  gully  is 
the  pass  of  the  Disrut.  When  the  sur- 
face of  the  snow  is  too  hard  and  steep 
to  be  practicable,  it  is  necessary  to 
make  one's  way  as  well  as  possible 
up  the  loose  rocks  and  stones,  which 
Slip  away  beneath  the  feet.  The 
sunmiit  of  the  Disrut  (7280  ft.)  is 
thus  gained,  8^  hrs.  after  leaving 
Ilanz.  The  view  of  rugged  mountains 
from  the  point  is  exceedingly  fine. 

From  this  point  there  is  a  very 
bad  descent  into  a  plain  below  (the 
ascent  must  be  extremely  difficult). 
After  a  short  ^hr.  of  what  cannot  be 
called  walking,  but  rather  scrambling 
and  slipping,  down  a  crumbling  de* 
clivity  and  a  bed  of  snow  lying  in  the 
depths  of  a  rift,  the  highest  part  of 
the  great  plain  is  reached.  Bight 
above  the  head,  but  just  at  a  safe 
distance,  a  glacier  is  seen  pushing 
itself  forward  to  the  edge  of  a  preci- 
pice, and  strewing  the  ground  at  its 
foot,  almost  close  to  the  passer  by, 
with  heaps  of  fragments  of  ice. 

The  ascent  to  the  Orema  (6520  ft.) 
is  all  but  nominal.  The  Greina  is  in 
fact  merely  the  western  edge  of  this 
long  plain.  The  descenton  the  other 
side  into  the  Val  Jiamadi-a, the  highest 
part  of  the  Val  Blegno^  is  rather  diffi- 
cult After  crossing  a  wet  stony  flat, 
it  is  requisite  to  ascend  the  right  hand 
of  the  two  spurs  into  which  the  broken 
ridge  is  split,  and  then  to  make  a  very 
steep  descent  among  stones  and  blocks 
of  rock  into  the  head  of  the  valley, 
which  is  gained  in  about  half  an  hour 
after  leavme  the  summit  of  the  Greina. 
The  head  of  the  Val  Kamadra  is  par- 
tially^ occupied  by  a  great  bed  of  snow, 
'and  is  overhung  on  Uie  W.  by  the  vast 
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Kamadra  glacier,  a  portion  of  the 
same  field  of  ice  to  which  the  Medelser 
glacier  belongs.  Once  in  the  head  of 
the  Val  Kamadra  all  the  difficulties 
of  the  passage  are  surmounted.  The 
rest  of  the  way  to  Olivone  is  suffi- 
ciently easy,  but  will  occupy  full 
;)  hrs.  more.  It  is  advisable  to  manage 
to  reach  Olivone  by  daylight,  as  there 
is  a  ravine  between  Ghirone  and  Oli- 
vone, where  the  path  skirts  the  edge 
of  unguarded  precipices,  which  makes 
the  way  rather  awkwaid  after  nit^ht- 
fall.     ^  ^ 

The  Greina  may  also  be  passed 
either  from  Somvix  or  Trons  in  the 
Grisons  by  followinp;  up  the  valley  of 
Somvix.  From  Olivone  downwards 
there  is  a  carriage-road  through  the 
Val  Blegno  (Bte.  85). 


ROUTE  87. 

COIRE  TO   CHIAVENNA — THE  VIA  MALA 
— PASS  OF  THE  SPLUGEN. 

8J  posts  =  73  miles. 

Posts.    Kng.  m. 


Coire. 

TusU     .     .     . 

.     2 

= 

18 

Andeer  .     .     . 

.     1 

=— 

9 

Splfigen .     .     . 

.     U 

C=3 

11 

Qinipodolcino  . 

.     2i 

=a 

24i 

Chiavenna  .     . 

.  u 

= 

10 

In  posting  to  Chiavenna,  travellers 
are  enabled  to  take  the  same  post- 
carriage  through  the  whole  distance. 
The  supply  of  post-horses  is  some- 
times insufficient. 

An  extra  horse  must  be  taken  in 
the  ascent  from  Tusis  or  Chiavenna 
to  the  summit. 

Diligences  twice  daily  in  snmmor 
by  the  Spliigen  to  Como  and  Milan, 
and  over  the  Bernardin ;  but  by  the 
diligence  one  side  or  the  other  will  be 
passed  in  the  night.  The  road  is  ex- 
cellent all  the  way.  It  is  a  drive  of 
about  7  hrs..  posting:,  from  Coire  to 


Spliigen,  and  about  4^  hrs.  from  Spin- 
gen  to  Coire;  6  hrs.  by  diligence  or 
posting  from  Spliigen  to  Chiavenna. 
Persons  starting  by  the  first  steamer 
from  Friedrichshafen,  and  taking  the 
train  at  Rorschach,  may  now  reach 
Coire  in  time  for  the  2nd  diligence, 
which  runs  throughout  the  summer 
months,  and  so  reach  Chiavnma 
about  12  at  night  on  the  3rd  day  from 
London. 

From  Coire  (Kte.  67)  to  Reich- 
enau  there  is  not  much  deser^'ing  no- 
tice in  the  scenery  of  the  valley  of 
the  Rhine;  but  the  mountain  'Gh- 
landa,  on  its  1.  bank,  is  a  i conspicuous 
object ;  and  on  the  same  side  of  the 
Rhine,  the  village  of  Felsberg,  partly 
buried  by  a  sBp  from  threatening 
rocks  above  it.  The  road  runs  along 
a  nearly  level  bottom  as  far  as 

Bexckenau — {Irm^  Adler  ^Aigle),  for- 
merly a  convent,  good  and  moderate ; 
a  pleasant  garden)  -  a  group  of  houses 
situated  at  the  junction  of  the  two 
RhineSfVorder  and  Hinter  Rhine,  both 
crossed  by  covered  wooden  bridges. 
The  handsome  whitewashed  Chatcoiu, 
with  garden,  a  seat  of  the  Planu 
family,  at  the  end  of  the  last  cent  wa^ 
converted  into  a  school  by  the  burgo- 
master Tschamer.  In  1793  a  young 
man  calling  himself  Chabot  arrived 
here  on  foot,  with  a  stick  in  his  hand 
and  a  bundle  on  his  back.  He  pre- 
sented a  letter  of  introduction  to  M. 
Jost,  the  head  master,  in  consequCTice 
of  which  he  was  appointed  usher ;  and 
for  8  months  gave  lessons  in  lS:4nch, 
mathematics,  and  history.  This  for- 
lorn stranger  was  no  other  than  Louies 
Philippe,  late  King  of  the  French, 
then  Duke  de  Chartres,  who  had  been 
forced,  by  the  march  of  the  French 
army,  to  quit  Bremgarten,  and  seek 
concealment  here  in  the  performance 
of  the  humble  duties  of  a  school- 
master. His  secret  was  known  onlv 
to  M.  Jost  His  cheerful  room  is  still 
pointed  out,  and  2  paintings — scenes 
from  his  own  life— presented  whiW 
he  was  King.  The  house  contaiiis  .' 
pictures  by  Winterhalter,  presented 
by  Lonis  Philippe  to  ivr.  Plnnt,^,  j»n<! 
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several  other  memorials  of  the  late 
Bojal  Family  of  France.  [The  KunMs 
Pass  to  Bagatz  (Route  66  d).^ 

At  Beichenaa  the  road  is  carried 
first  over  the  united  Bhine  and  then 
over  the  Vorder  Bhem  (Bte.  82)  by 
covered  wooden  bridges,  each  of  one 
fine  arch.  The  lower  bridge  is  237  ft. 
long  and  80  ft  above  the  river.  The 
more  abundant  waters  of  the  Hinter 
Bhein  coming  from  the  Bemardin  and 
the  foot  of  Mount  Adula  are  of  dirty 
hlne;  while  those  of  the  Vorder  Bhein, 
rising  In  the  glaciers  of  the  Crispalt 
and  Lukmanier,  are  observed  to  be  of 
a  whitish  grey  tint 

The  road  to  the  Spliigen  follows 
the  course  of  the  Hinter-Khein.  On 
the  top  of  a  commanding  rock  on  the 
1.  bank  of  the  Bhine,  and  approached 
by  a  long  bridge,  rises  the  Castle  of 
Rhoetznns  (Bhoetia  ima):  it  is  still  in- 
habited. 

This  part  of  the  Bheinthal,  called 
the  valley  of  Domleschg  (Vallis  To- 
mHiasca),  is  particularly  remarkable 
for  the  number  of  castles  (21)  which 
crown  almost  every  rock  or  knoll 
on  either  side  of  the  river,  mostly 
in  rains,  sometimes  standing  out 
boldly  from  a  dark  background  of 
forest,  at  others  so  identified  by 
decay,  by  the  weather  tints,  and  by 
the  kchen  growth,  with  the  apparently 
inaccessible  rocks  on  which  they 
stand,  as  barely  to  be  distinguished. 
Their  picturesque  donjons  and  battle- 
ments contribute  not  a  little  to  en- 
hance the  charms  of  the  landscape; 
they  serve  at  the  same  time  as  his- 
torical monuments  to  commemorate 
the  revolution  by  which  the  power  of 
a  tyrannical  feudal  aristocracy,  the 
lords  of  these  fastnesses,  was  broken, 
and  their  strongholds  burnt  by  the 

Eeasants  of  this  valley,  whom  they 
ad  long  oppressed. 
Another  peculiarity  of  this  district 
is  the  intricate  intermixture  of  lan- 
Iguage  and  religion.  There  are  scarcely 
two  adjoining  parishes,  or  even  ham- 
lets, speaking  the  same  tongue  and 
professing  the  same  faith.  Thus  at 
Coire  German  is  the  prevailing  lan- 
guage, an<)  Protestant  t^e  religion  of 


the  majority;  at  Ems,  the  first  village 
on  the  road,  Bomansch  (Bte.  66)  is 
spoken.  Tamins  and  Beichenau  are 
Catholic  and  German;  Bonaduz,  di- 
vided from  them  by  the  Bhine,  is 
Catholic,  and  speaks  Bomansch. 
BhcBtzuns  and  Kiitzis  are  two  Boman 
Catholic  villages ;  but  in  the  first  the 
language  is  German,  in  the  second 
Bomansch.  The  inhabitants  of  Hein- 
zenberg  and  Tusis,  are  Protestant 
and  German;  of  Zillis  and  through- 
out the  valley  of  Schams,  Protestant 
and  Bomansch.  Spliieen  and  Hinter 
Bhein  form  the  boundary  at  once  of 
the  Bomansch  language  and  Pro- 
testant religion. 

The  castle  of  Ortenstein,  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Bhine,  is  one  of  the  finest 
and  best  preserved  in  the  valley:  it  is 
still  inhabited  by  the  Travers  mmily. 

Near  the  village  of  KdUis  a  beau- 
tiful view  opens  out,  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  Bhine,  up  the  vtUley  ox  Ober- 
halbstein. 

The  Bhine  valley  hereabouts  exhi- 
bits dismal  traces  of  the  ravages  pro- 
duced by  the  torrent  iVW/a,  which, 
rising  a(  the  base  of  the  Piz  Beveren, 
on  the  W.  of  our  route,  joins  the 
Bhine  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the 
direction  of  the  course  of  that  river. 
It  at  all  times  pollutes  the  waters  of 
the  Bhine  with  its  mud,  and  is  subject 
to  very  sudden  swells  i^er  rain,  when 
it  rusnes  down,  tearing  up  the  rocks 
and  carrying  along  with  it  heaps  of 
stone,  mud,  and  gravel,  which  not 
only  overspread  its  own  banks,  but 
frequently  block  up  the  bed  of  the 
Bhine  and  cause  desolating  inunda- 
tions. Thus  a  district,  previously 
fertile  and  beautiful,  has  been  trans- 
formed since  1807  into  a  desert,  and 
its  fields  either  buried  under  stony 
rubbish  or  converted  into  marsh.  The 
evil  has  been  annually  increasing  for 
several  years  past,  but  hopes  are  en- 
tertained of  arresting  it  and  recover- 
ing the  land.  With  this  view,  exten- 
sive dykes  are  being  constructed  along 
the  banks  of  the  Bhine. 

Tusis  {Irms :  *H.  de  la  Via  Mala,  very 
good; — Ai^le  d'Or  . PoRte,  pood)— iv 
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village  of  670  Inhab.,  finely  situated 
on  a  terrace  at  the  mouth  of  the  Via 
Mala  gorge.  Tusis,  according  to 
some,  is  only  the  word  Tuscia,  the 
country  of  the  Tuscans,  who  first 
colonised  these  valleys,  changed  in 
the  Bomansch  dialect  Tusis  was 
almost  entirely  destroyed  by  fire  in 
1845,  and  is  now  a  street  of  new  houses. 
Immediately  beyond  Tusis  the 
muddy  stream  of  the  Nolla,  flowincr 
through  a  waste  of  d^ris,  is  crossea 
by  a  handsome  bridge.  On  the  rt, 
at  the  end  of  the  vaUey,  appears  the 
peak  of  the  Piz  Beveren. 

[Opposite  Tusis  the  Albula  enters 
the  Rhine  from  the  S.E.,  through  the 
Schyn  Pass,  strongly  resembling  the 
Via  Mala.  Passing  Sils,  a  road  follows 
either  bank  of  the  stream;  the  1.  is  the 
hottest,  the  rt.  is  the  finest.  By  the 
latter,  2|  hr.  Untermutlen,  i  hr.  Solis. 
Thence  over  the  Solisbrticke,  some 
1500  ft.  above  the  Albula  river,  to  }hr. 
Obervatz  (whence  a  rough  char-road 
to  Chur);  or  1  hr.  to  Tiefenkasten, 
on  the  carriage-road  between  Coire 
and  the  Engadine  (Rte.  92-93).] 

Above  Tusis  the  valley  of  the 
Rhine  seems  closed  up  by  the  moim- 
tains;  it  is  only  on  a  nearer  approach 
that  the  eye  discovers  the  opening  of 
that  singular  chasm  which  nas  cleft 
them  through,  affordine  a  passage  for 
the  river,  and  in  modem  times,  by 
artificial  means,  for  the  road.  The 
1.  or  E.  side  of  this  colossal  portal  is 
guarded  by  the  castle  of  i?ea/^(Rhsetia 
^Vlta),  standing  in  the  fork  between 
the  Albula  and  the  Rhine,  and  from 
its  lofty  platform,  400  ft.  high,  looking 
down  upon  both  valleys.  It  is  ac- 
cessible only  from  the  E.,  and  by 
crossing  the  Rhine;  on  all  other  sides 
the  rock  is  a  precipice.  These  moul- 
dering ruins  are  traditionally  reported 
to  owe  their  origin  to  Rhsetus,  chief 
of  the  Etruscans,  who,  driven  out  of 
Italy  by  an  invasion  of  the  Gauls, 
estskblisned  his  stronghold  on  this  spot 
B.C.  287,  and  transplanted  into  the 
Alps  the  people  and  lan^uaee  of  Etru- 
ria-  The  rumed  chapel  of  St.  John, 
on  a  neighbouring  height,  is  stated  to 
iiave  been  the  earliest,  and  for  a  long 


time  the  only  Christian  temple  in  the 
valley,  where  heathenism  prevailed  to 
a  comparatively  late  period. 

It  is  not  above  ^  m.  from  Tusis  to 
the  Via  Mala,  and,  aa  the  ascent  besins 
immediately,  the  traveller  shoula  at 
once  set  off  and  traverse  the  Via 
Mala  on  foot;  the  carriage  will  scarcely 
overtake  him  before  he  has  traversed 
the  finest  part  of  the  defile,  which 
cannot  be  fully  seen  from  a  carriage. 

The  Via  Mala,  which  oommences 
about  i  m.  above  Tusis,  and  extends 
for  a  distance  of  more  than  3  miles, 
is  one  of  the  most  sublime  and  tre- 
mendous defiles  in  Switzerland.  It  is 
difficult  to  give  with  any  precision  the 
dimensions  of  this  gorge,  which  hag 
cleft  the  mountains  through  the  chine. 
The  precipices,  which  often  rise  per- 
pendicularly on  both  sides  of  it,  some- 
times even  overhanging  their  base,  are 
certainly  in  some  places  1600  ft.  high, 
and  in  many  places  not  more  than  lo 
yards  apart.  The  Rhine,  C9mpre8sed 
within  this  narrow  stony  bed,  to  the 
width  of  a  pigmy  rivulet,  is  barely 
audible  as  it  rushes  through  the 
depths  below  the  road. 

The  rocks  of  slate  and  limestone, 
composing  the  walls  of  the  ravine^  are 
so  hard  that  they  appear  to  have  suf- 
fered no  disintegpration  from  the  wea- 
ther; the  fracture  is  so  fresh  and 
sharp  that,  were  the  convulsive  force 
from  below,  which  dinded  them,  again 
called  forth  to  unite  them,  it  seems  as 
though  the  gulf  would  dose,  and  lea^e 
no  aperture  oehind. 

When  the  traveller  enters  the  month 
of  the  defile,  the  sudden  transition 
from  the  glare  of  sunshine  to  the 
gloom  of  a  chasm,  so  narrow  that  it 
leaves  in  some  places  but  a  strip  of 
skj^  visible  overnead,  is  exceedingly 
striking.  The  walls  of  rock,  at  intervals 
on  both  sides,  afforded  in  their  nataral 
state  not  an  inch  of  space  along  which 
a  goat's  foot  could  clamber  ;  and,  in 
ancient  times,  this  part  of  the  pass 
was  deemed  quite  inaccessible.  The 
peasants  gave  it  the  name  of  the  Lost 
Gulf  (Trou  perdu,  Verlohrenes  Loch); 
and,  when  they  wanted  to  £o  from 
Tusis  to  the  higher  valley  of  Scham^ 
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they  ascended  the  vale  of  the  NoUa 
for  some  distance,  clambering  over 
the  tops  of  high  mountains,  round 
the  shoulder  of  the  Piz  Bereren,  and 
descended    on   the    opposite  side   at 
SuTers.     A  second  road,  formed  in 
1470,  crossed  the  mountains  as  before, 
but  dipped  down,  from  the  village  of 
Hongdm,  into  the  depths  of  the  Via 
Mala,   near   the   first   bridge ;    still 
avoiding  altogether  the  Trou  perdu. 
This  inconvenient  path,  after  being 
used  for  more  than  300  years,  was 
superseded  by  the  present  magnificent 
highway  constructed  by  the  engineer 
PocobeUi.    Avoiding  the  useless  de- 
tour, and  the   fatiguing  ascent  and 
descent,  he  at  once  plunged  into  the 
defile,  and  pierced  the  projecting  but- 
tress of  rock,  which  had  previously 
denied  all  access  to  it,  by  the  gallery 
or  tunnel  of  the  Verlohrenes  Loch, 
216  ft  long,  through  which  the  road 
now  passes.    The  view,  looking  back 
from  this,  through  the  dark  vista  of 
black  rock,  and  the  fringe  of   firs, 
upon  the  ruined  tower  of  Realt  and 
the  sun-lit  valley  of  Domleschc^,  is 
very  pleasing.     The  grooves  of  the 
boring-rod,  by  which  the  very  hard 
slate  rock  is  everywhere  streaked,  in- 
dicate how  arduous  was  the  labour  of 
constmcting  this  part  of  the  road.    It 
was  literally  forcing  a  passage  through 
the   bowels   of  the  earth ;    and  the 
whole  width  of  the  carriage-way  has 
been  gained  by  blasting  a  notch,  as  it 
were,  in  the  side  of  the  mountain. 
For  more  than  1000  fL  it  b  carried 
alone  beneath  a  stone  canopy,  thus 
artincially  hollowed  out    The  road 
is  protected  by  a  parapet  wall,  below 
which,  at  a  depth  of  many  hundred 
feet,   the  contracted  Rhine  frets  the 
foot  of  the  precipice.    The  road  is  in 
places  steep,  and  fit  for  only  one  car- 
riage  to  pass.     A  little  nigher  up, 
the  g^Tgr®  bulges  out  into  a  sort  of 
basin,  in  the  midst  of  which  stands  a 
solitary  house  ;  but  it  soon  contracts 
again,  and  the  scenery  of  the  pass 
may  be  said  to  attain  the  height  of 
grandenr  beyond  the  first  of  the  3 
bridges,  by  means  of  which  the  road 
ia  conveyed  from  side  to  side  of  the 
Khine. 


This  portion  of  the  pass  at  least 
should  be  traversed  on  foot ;  the  tra- 
veller hurrying  through  in  his  car- 
riage is  quite  incap&le  of  appre- 
ciating its  awful  magnificence. 

The  Middle  Bridge,  a  most  striking 
object,  from  its  graceful  proi>ortions, 
and  the  boldness  with  which  its  light 
arch  spans  the  dark  and  deep  gulf 
below,  is  approached  by  a  second 
small  gallery,  protected  by  a  wooden 
roof  to  ward  oir  falling  stones.  Here- 
abouts, the  lofty  precipices  on  the 
one  side  actually  overhang  those  on 
the  other,  the  direction  of  the  chasm 
being  oblique,  and  the  smooth  wall 
of  rock  on  either  side  being  nearly 
parallel,  and  scarcely  wider  apart 
above  than  below.    Looking  over  the 

Sarapet  of  this  bridge,  the  Khine,  re- 
uced  to  a  thread  of  water,  is  barely 
visible,  boiling  and  foaming  in  the 
depths  below.  Indeed,  in  one  place 
it  is  entirely  lost  to  view— jammed 
in,  as  it  were,  between  the  rocks,  here 
so  slightly  separated,  that  small  blocks 
and  trunks  of  fir-trees,  falling  from 
above,  have  been  caught  in  the  chink, 
and  remain  suspended  above  the  water. 
The  ordinary  height  of  the  bridge 
above  the  river  is  400  ft. ;  and  the 
water,  as  mentioned  above,  is  in  one 
place  invisible  at  ordinary  times,  yet 
during  the  inundation  of  1834  the 
water  rose  to  within  a  few  feet  of 
the  bridge. 

The  road,  again,  is  no  more  than 
a  shelf  hewn  out  of  the  face  of  the 
precipice  overhung  by  the  rock,  so  as 
to  be  almost  a  subterranean  passage, 
and  the  width  of  the  defile  is,  in 
places,  not  more  than  24  ft  Near 
the  3rd,  or  upper  bridge,  however, 
a  fine  structure — built  to  replace  the 
one  swept  off  in  1834 — it  widens  out, 
and  the  road  emerges  into  the  open 
valley  of  Schams  (Sexamniensis,  from 
6  brooks,  which  fall  into  the  Rhine 
from  its  sides),  whose  green  meadows 
and  neat  white  cottages  have  a  pleas- 
ing effect  when  contrasted  wiin  the 
gloomy  scene  behind.  It  has,  how- 
ever, suffered  much  from  the  inun- 
dation of  1834,  which  converted  the 
valley  Into  a  lake,  destroyed  <i  grea( 
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part  of  the  road,  and  rendered  a  new 
line  necessary.  The  first  village  is 
ZiUis;  between  it  and  Andeer,  a 
stone,  bearing  the  following  inscrip- 
tion, was  set  np,  by  the  road-side,  on 
a  bridg;e,  after  the  completion  of  the 
great  highways  over  the  Splugen  and 
Bemardme  : — "  Jam  via  patet  hostibus 
et  amicis.  Cavete,  Rhceti  1  Simplicitas 
montm  et  Unto  servabimt  avitam  liber' 
tatem," 

[In  descending  the  pass  travellers 
by  voiturier  should  leave  the  carriage 
at  the  first  bridge  and  walk  through 
the  Via  Mala  to  Tusis.  It  is  barely 
4  m.,  and  the  voiturier  will  stay  2  hrs. 
at  Tusis.] 

Andeer — Inn:  Hotel  Fravi;  good, 
and  moderate  charges.  There  are 
mineral  baths  here,  not  much  fre- 
quented. This  is  the  chief  village  in 
Schams,  and  has  400  Inhab.,  who,  like 
their  neighbours,  are  Protestants,  and 
speak  Romansch.  Over  the  doors  of 
many  of  the  cottages,  quaint  verses 
and  mottoes  in  that  language  are 
inscribed. 

[The  ascent  of  the  Piz  Beverin  is 
made  from  Andeer  in  about  6  hrs.  It 
is  not  very  difficult,  and  the  magnifi- 
cence of  the  view  well  repays  the 
fatigue.  It  would  be  well  to  start 
not  later  than  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  The  ascent  properly  begins 
at  Zillis.  Guide  from  Andeer  5  fr.; 
horse.  9fr.;  chaise  k  porteurs,  6^fr. 
a  man.] 

The  ruined  castles  visible  in  the 
valley  of  Schams  have  an  historical 
interest,  from  being  monuments  of 
the  dawn  of  Grison  liberty.  In  the 
last  half  of  the  fourteentn  century 
they  served  as  the  residences  of  bai- 
liffs, zwingherm,  or  landvoghts,  de- 
pendants of  the  Counts  of  Vatz  or  of 
the  Bishop  of  Coire,  whose  exac- 
tions at  last  roused  the  peasants  to 
arms,  and  the  castles  were  stormed 
and  burnt  One  of  the  first  that 
fell  was  Barenburg,  which  is  passed 
on  the  1.  of  the  road  after  quitting 
Andeer,  ^         ^ 


[Here  is  passed  the  opening  of  the 
Vai  Ferrera  (Rte.  88),  a  convenient 
route  for  travellers  proceeding  from 
Coire  to  the  Engadlne  who  wish  to 
take  the  Via  Mala  on  their  way.] 

As  soon  as  the  road  has  crossed 
the  mouth  of  the  Val  Ferrera  it 
begins  to  mount  in  ziezags  into  the 
gorge  of  the  Sofia,  which  closes  up 
the  S.  end  of  the  oval  vale  of  Schams, 
as  the  Via  Mala  does  the  N.  Its 
scenery,  though  fine,  is  inferior  to 
the  lower  pass.  The  Rhine  here  de- 
scends in  a  cataract,  called  the  &U 
of  the  Rofla.  It  does  not  rank 
as  a  first-rate  water&U,  but  the 
scenery  around  is  very  picturesque— 
the  sides  of  the  valley  being*  diickly 
wooded,  and  the  river  studded  by 
saw-mills,  where  the  timber  of  the 
neighbouring  forests  is  sawn  into 
planks. 

The  road  leaves  the  bridge  on  ctat 
side,  traverses  a  small  gfUlery  ciii 
in  the  rock,  then  crosses  to  the  1.  bank 
of  the  Rhine,  and  soon  reaches 

SplOgen  (ItaL  Spluga)  (/nn.  Post, 
dear  and  uncivil).  This  little  vOlairp 
is  situated  on  the  Rhine,  at  the  point 
of  departure  of  the  two  Alpine  passes 
of  the  Spliigen  and  Bemardin,  at  a 
height  of  4711  ft.  above  the  sea.  It 
sufiered  severely  from  the  flood  of 
1834,  which  swept  awav  more  than  t 
dozen  houses  and  five  human  beings. 
The  covered  bridge  over  the  Rhine 
escaped;  that  over  the  Seranda  wa5 
soon  annihilated. 

Spliigen  is  the  chief  place  in  th** 
desolate  pastoral  vale  of  the  Rheis* 
wald,  and  anciently  belonged  to  the 
lords  of  Sax,  in  the  vale  of  Misoocc 
on  the  S.  slope  of  the  Bemardin,  bat 
it  afterwards  joined  the  Grey  Leagne. 

The  climate  is  very  chilly  here,  and 
barley  scarcely  ripens. 

The  village  prospers  by  the  con- 
stant passage  of  goods  and  trav^^^ 
to  and  from  Italy.  In  autmnn  it  is 
thronged  with  drovers;  large  herds 
of  cattle  and  many  horses  then  cros% 
the  Alps  for  the  Milan  market. 

An  excursion,  which  lies  within  the 
compass  of  a  day,  returning  to  sleep, 
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may  be  made  from  Splugen  to  the 
Source  of  the  HiiUefRhein,  It  will 
occupy  5  hn.  going;  2  along  the  post- 
road,  2  on  horseback,  and  1  on  foot: 
it  is  described  in  Rte.  91. 

Travellers  going  N.  from  Splugen, 
who  have  seen  ue  Via  Mala,  may 
pursue  with  interest  the  wild  path  over 
the  LSchliberg  and  down  the  Satien" 
Thai  to  Coire.    (Rte.  90.) 

At  this  point  properly  commences 
the  pass  of  the  Splugen. 

This  pass  is  very  ancient,  havine 
been  known  to  the  Romans;  but  untu 
modem  improvements  it  was  one  of 
the  most  difficult,  and  sometimes 
dangerous,  of  the  frequented  Alpine 
passes.  The  modem  road  was  com- 
pleted by  the  Austrian  Government 
in  1823,  to  compete  with  the  newer 
Swiss  road  over  the  Bemardin,  which, 
had  the  Splugen  been  allowed  to  re- 
main in  its  original  condition,  would 
have  withdrawn  from  it  all  the  traffic 
into  Italy.  The  engineer  emph>yed 
in  this  undertaking  was  the  Chevalier 
Donegani. 

The  Spluren  road,  turning  to  the 
L,  oat  of  that  which  leads  to  the 
Bernardino  Pass  (Rte.  91),  crosses 
the  narrow  wooden  bridge  over  tho 
Rhine,  and,  quitting  the  river, 
begins  at  once  to  ascend.  Fine 
views  of  snow-peaks  are  obtained  on 
the  ascent.  It  is  carried  up  the  val- 
ley of  the  Oberhausen-bach,  a  small 
torrent  which  joins  the  Rhine  at 
Spliigen,  by  an  entirely  new  line, 
the  old  one  having  been  demolished 
by  the  disastrous  tempest  of  1834. 
This  little  valley  presented  one  scene 
of  desolation:  road  and  bridges  hav- 
ing been  entirely  carried  away,  and 
enormous  piles  ot  broken  rocks  spread 
over  its  sides  and  bottom.  The  new 
line,  however,  on  this  side  of  the 
mountain,  constructed  by  a  Swiss 
engineer,  employed  by  the  canton 
of  the  Grisons,  is,  in  every  respect, 
a  great  improvement  upon  the  old 
one.  A  little  way  above  Splugen  it 
is  carried  through  a  short  tunnel, 
supported  by  a  Gothic  arch. 

After  surmounting  the  district  of 
fir  forests  by  an  uninterrupted  slope, 
the  road  reaches  the 


Summit  cf  the  Pass,  6940  ft.  above  the 
sea,  by  means  of  1 6  skilfully  conducted 
zi^za^  by  which  the  face  of  the  moun- 
tam  IS  scskled.  Along  this  narrow 
ridee,  which  is  4)  m.  from  Splugen, 
and  more  than  1800  ft.  above  it,  runs 
the  boundary  line  of  Switserland  and 
of  Lombardy.  Almost  immediately 
after  surmounting  it  the  road  begins 
to  descend.  Upon  this  slope  lies  the 
first  cantoni^ra,  or  house  of  refuge; 
and,  lower  down,  a  series  of  tourni- 
quets conduct  to  the 

Italian  Custom-house  and  Passport- 
office — a  melancholy  group  of  build- 
ings, including  several  very  com- 
mon taverns  for  the  entertainment 
of  wageoners.  Here  luggage  is 
search^  The  custom-house  stands 
at  one  end  of  a  sort  of  oval  basin, 
surrounded  by  lofty  mountain  peaks, 
among  which,  on  the  rt  of  the  road, 
rises  that  of  the  Spliigen,  and 
the  fflaciers  which  feed  the  rivers 
runmng  towards  Italy.  It  is  a  scene 
of  extreme  dreariness  and  desolation; 
not  a  shrub  of  any  kind  crows  here; 
no  vegetation  is  seen  but  lichen, 
mosses,  and  a  little  coarse  grass.  The 
snow  often  reaches  up  to  the, win- 
dows of  the  first  story  of  the  houses. 

The  old  road,  a  mere  bridle-path, 
proceeded  from  this  elevated  valley, 
or  basin,  direct  to  the  village  of  Isola, 
through  the  defile  of  the  Cardinel,  a 
very  perilous  spot,  from  its  dire  and 
constant  exposure  to  falling  ava- 
lanches. 

The  French  army  of  Marshal  Mac- 
donald,  who  crossed  the  Splugen  be- 
tween the  27th  November  and  4th 
December,  1800,  long  before  the  new 
road  was  begun,  in  uie  face  of  snow 
and  storm,  and  other  almost  insur- 
mountable obstacles,  lost  nearly  100 
men,  and  as  many  horses,  chiefly  in 
the  passage  of  the  CardineL  His 
columns  were  literally  cut  through 
by  the  fallin'g  avalanches,  and  man 
and  beast  swept  over  to  certain  an- 
nihilation in  the  abyss  below.  The 
carriage-road  very  properly  avoids 
the  gorge  of  the  Cardinel  altogether, 
but  the  way  to  It  turns  off  from  the 
second  wooden  bridge  crossed  on  quit- 
ting the  custom-house, 
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Near  the  scattered  hamlet  Teggiate 
the  descent  recommences,  and  soon 
after  the  road  is  carried  through  the 
first  gpreat  Gallery,  more  than  700  ft. 
long,  15  ft.  high  and  wide,  followed 
by  a  second,  642  ft.  lone,  and,  after 
a  short  interval,  by  a  third,  1530  ft. 
long.  These  galleries,  the  longest 
on  any  Alpine  high  road,  are  con- 
structed of  the  most  solid  masonry, 
arched,  with  roo&  sloping  outwards, 
to  turn  aside  the  snow,  supported  on 

{>illars,  and  lighted  by  low  windows 
ike  the  embrasures  of  a  battery. 
They  were  rendered  necessary  to  pro- 
tect this  portion  of  the  road  trom  fall- 
ing avalanches  which  habitually  de> 
scend  the  face  of  the  mountains,  and 
which,  if  not  warded  off,  would  have 
swept  away  the  road  the  first  year 
after  it  was  made. 

From  the  entrance  of  the  second 
gallery  there  is  a  most  striking  view 
down  upon  the  roofs  of  the  houses  of 
Isola,  and  the  long  line  of  zigzaes, 
abandoned  since  1838,  by  which  the 
traveller  originally  descended  to  Chia- 
venna.  At  the  village  of  Pianazzo  (a 
cluster  of  pitch-coloured  hovels),  the 
new  line,  after  descending  2  angular 
terraces,  turns  off  to  the  L  This  alter- 
ation, by  which  nearly  3  m.  of  dis- 
tance are  saved,  was  rendered  neces- 
sary on  account  of  the  injury  done  to 
the  whole  line  by  the  storm  of  1834, 
and  also  by  the  great  dangers  to 
which  that  part  of  the  route,  tetween 
Isola  and  the  Cascade  of  the  Mades- 
simo,  was  exposed  from  avalanches, 
which  faU  regularly  into  the  savage 
slen  of  the  Lira,  below  Pianazzo,  pro- 
ducing an  almost  annual  loss  of  life. 
In  1835  5  peasants  and  8  horses  were 
overwhelmed  by  the  snow  in  this  glen 
as  they  were  returning  from  conduct- 
ing the  diligence  on  a  sledee  over  the 
mountain.  The  postilion,  being  near- 
est the  rock,  which  fortunately  some- 
what overhung  the  road,  drew  the 
horse  he  rode  under  the  cliff  as  soon  ' 
as  he  heard  the  crash  ;  to  this  circum- 
stance he  and  the  animal  owed  their 
preservation.  Although  burled  like 
the  rest,  who  perished,  they  were  res- 
cued wd  dug  out  after  an  imprison- 
meiit  of  some  hours. 


Pianaiso  stands  at  the  same  height 
above  the  sea  as  the  bridge  over  the 
Rhine  at  Splugen.  The  road,  after 
parsing  through  it,  crosses  the  little 
stream  of  the  Madessimo,  within  a 
few  yards  of  the  verge  of  the  precipice, 
over  which  it  throws  itself  In  a  beau- 
tiful fall,  800  ft  hifi^h.  The  r'lw, 
looking  down  the  fcdf  from  a  terrace 
near  the  bridge,  is  verj  fine ;  it  is 
also  well  seen  from  the  different  wind- 
ing terraces  down  which  the  road  is 
carried.  [From  near  the  bridge,  as- 
cending the  stream  of  the  Madedmo, 
there  is  a  practicable  pass  to  Canicui 
in  the  Val  Ferrera.3  After  crossing 
the  bridge,  the  road  traverses  ^ome 
galleries,  and  gradually  descends  bv 
numerous  zigzags  down  the  face  of 
something  nearly  approaching  to  a 
precipice.  This  is  a  most  extra- 
ordiiiary  piece  of  engineering,  and 
well  deserves  examination.  It  is  of 
course  best  seen  on  the  ascent. 

Campo  Dolcino,  which,  in  spite  of 
its  sweet-sounding  Italian  name,  is  bot 
a  poor  village,  with  a  tolerable  Inn 
(Post,  civil  people),  on  a  small  grassy 
plain,  on  the  borders  of  the  Lira. 

A  further  improvement  has  bees 
made  in  the  continuation  of  the  road, 
which,  on  quitting  the  plain,  threads 
the  gorge  of  St.  Oiacomo;  an  inscnp- 
tion,  by  the  road-side,  commemorates 
its  completion  by  Carlo  Donegani,  b 
the  reign  of  the  Emperor  Francis  IL 
It  was  effected  at  considerable  la- 
bour and  expense,  by  cutting  through 
the  rock.  The  vale  of  the  Lira  presents 
a  singular  aspect  of  desolation,  froa 
the  quantity  and  size  of  the  masses  of 
fallen  rock  which  entirely  filled  the 
lower  part  of  it.  They  are  fragments 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains,  which 
are  composed  of  a  species  of  white 
gneiss,  exceedingly  brittle,  and  which, 
after  exposure  to  the  weather*  assomes 
a  red  colour.  It  must  have  been  a  dl€^ 
cult  task  to  carry  a  road  throneh  soch 
a  wilderness,  between  such  a  labyrinth 
of  detached  blocks  ;  and  it  is  accord- 
ingly in  many  places  narrow,  the 
turnings  very  sharp,  and  the  terraces 
too  short  The  aspect  of  desolatian 
in  this   fractured   valley  would   he 
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greater  were  it  not  for  the  rich  dark 
foliage  of  the  chesnut-trees,  of  very 
large  size,  which  now  h^^  to  sprout 
out  from  among  the  rocks  so  as  to 
mask  their  barrenness.  The  tall 
white  Italian  campanile  of  the  church 
of  Madonna  di  Gallivaggio,  amid  such 
a  group  of  foliage,  contrasting  with 
the  tall  precipices  around,  forms  an 
agreeable  picture.  Near  it,  at  the 
v&lage  St.  triacomo,  whence  the  valley 
is  named,  the  Lira  is  spanned  by  a 
new  and  bold  bridge. 

A  mile  or  two  &rther  on,  the  val- 
ley ojpens  out,  and  Chiavenna  expands 
to  Yiew,  a  picturesque  town,  oeau- 
tifiilly  situated,  under  an  Italian  sun, 
surrounded  by  hills  clothed  with  the 
richest  vegetation^  with  vines  and  fig- 
trees. 

Chiav€rma  (Germ.  Clefen,  Clavena  of 
the  ancients)  —  Inns:  Conradi's,  fair; 
Chiave  d^Oro,  also  good,  cheaper; 
— a  town  of  3040  Inhab.,  is  charmingly 
situated  in  the  midst  of  vineyaras, 
close  under  the  mountains,  which  ap- 
pear to  impend  over  it,  at  the  junc- 
tion of  the  valley  of  St.  Giacomo 
with  that  of  the  Maira,  called  Val  Bre- 
gaglia.  Beyond  this  beauty  of  situa- 
tion there  is  very  little  here  to  interest 
the  passing  traveller.  The  town 
presents  a  decayed  appearance,  and 
many  large  houses  half  ruinous,  but 
derires  much  benefit  from  its  position 
on  the  Spliigen  road,  and  maintains 
several  spinning-mills  for  sUk  and 
cotton.  An  ingenious  manufiicturer 
named  Vanossi  at  one  time  wove  here 
a  fire-proof  cloth  of  asbestus,  a  mine- 
ral wnich  abounds  in  the  mountains 
of  the  neighbourhood.  Opposite  Con- 
radi's  inn,  at  the  foot  of  a  rock,  is  a 
large  ruined  Palazzo  which  once  be- 
longed to  the  Salis  family  :  strangers 
are  admitted  to  enjoy  the  fine  view 
from  the  summit  of  the  rock.  The 
principal  Ch.  of  St  Lawrence  has  a  tall 
campanile  standing  within  a  square 
enclosure,  surrounded  by  a  cloister. 
On  one  side  are  two  bone-houses,  filled 
with  skulls  arranged  in  patterns, 
and,  adjoining  them,  in  the  octagonal 
Baptistery,  is  an  ancient  stone  font, 
sGidptared  with  rude  bas-reliefs,  which 


will  interest  the  antiquary.  The  citi- 
zens keep  their  yalteune  wine  in  natu- 
ral grottoes  at  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tains, which  form  excellent  cool  cellars 
and  are  called  YentoraH. 

[Near  Pleurs,  about  3  m.  up  the  Val 
Bre^^Iia,  memorable  for  the  fate  of 
its  mhabitants,  who  were  buried  by 
the  fall  of  a  mountain  (Rte.  94),  is 
j  a  peculiar  manufacture  of  a  coarse 
ware  for  culinary  purj^ses,  made  out 
of  potstone  (lapis  ollaris).  This  stone 
is  easily  cut,  or  turned  in  a  lathe,  and 
is  able  to  endure  heat  Pliny  calls  it 
lapis  Comensis,  from  its  being  ex-* 
ported  from  the  lake  of  Como :  the 
manufacture  has  greatly  dwindled 
down  at  present.] 

The  description  of  the  road  up  the 
beautiful  ValBregaglia  and  over  the 
pass  of  the  Maloja,  by  way  of  Pleurs, 
IS  given  in  Rte.  94. 

Chiavenna  belonged  to  the  Dukes 
of  Milan  down  to  the  16th  century, 
when  the  Swiss  became  possessed  of 
it,  and  it  formed,  with  the  Yalteline 
and  Bormio,  a  state  subject  to  the 
canton  of  the  Grisons.  Napoleon 
added  it  to  the  kingdom  of  Italy,  as 
lying  on  the  S.  side  of  the  Alps  ;  and 
the  Congress  of  Vienna,  by  tlie  same 
rule,  transferred  it  to  the  Emperor  of 
Austria. 


The  Fall  of  the  Oardona,  about  4  m. 
from  Chiavenna,  is  worth  notice.  At 
the  distance  of  ^  hr.  from  the  town  on 
the  Riva  road,  the  river  on  the  rt  must 
be  crossed.  A  walk  of  ^  hr.  leads 
thence  to  the  FalL 

The  diligences  through  Chiavenna 
to  Coire  in  IS^hrs.  pass  at  a  very 
early  or  late  hour.  A  voiturier  to 
Coire  charges  100  frs.,  sleeping  the 
first  night  at  Andeer,  and  arriving 
in  the  afternoon  of  the  second  day 
at  Ragatz.  A  bargain  should  be 
made  Uiat  he  should  change  horses  at 
Campo  Dolcino,  and  so  go  at  a  better 

Sace  and  avoid  waiting  2  hrs.  at  that 
ull  spot.  For  the  road  from  Chia- 
venna to  Lecco  and  the  Lake  of  Como 
see  Rte.  116. 
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ROUTE  88. 

ANDEEB  TO  OASACdA,  BT  THE  AVERS 
THAL,  FOBCELLIKA  AND  SEFTIHEB 
PASSES. 

» 

11  hrs.  steady  walking:  take  pro- 
visions. 

This  is  the  best  route  for  travellers 
coing  from  Coire  to  the  Engadine  wish- 
ing to  see  the  Via  Mala  on  their  way, 
but  it  is  little  known  and  unfrequented, 
l^m.  above  Andeer  a  considerable  tor- 
rent joins  1.  the  Hinter  Bhein  flowing 
out  of  a  valley  that  opens  S.E.  This 
torrent  is  called  the  Avers  Rhein,  and 
the  main  valley  through  which  it  flows 
is  the  Avers  That  or  Val  Aversa,  The 
lower  part  of  this  valley,  however,  is 
called  Val  Ferrera.  About  J  an  hr. 
from  the  opening  of  the  valley  there 
is  a  fine  waterfall,  and  the  path  is 
carried  through  a  narrow  tnickly- 
wooded  defile,  and  passing  some 
marble-quarries  reaches 

Camculj  about  3  hrs.  from  Andeer; 
and  nearly  3  hrs.  farther,  ascending 
by  a  tolerable  path,  the  chief  village 
of  the  valley, 

Cresta^  is  reached.  There  is  no 
Inn  either  here  or  at  Canicul,  but  in 
both  places  the  clergymen  receive 
hospitably  the  few  strangers  who  pass. 
Of  course,  on  leaving,  a  present  should 
be  made  in  such  cases  to  the  clergy- 
man's wife  or  housekeeper.  Cresta  is 
a  large  village,  and  one  of  the  highest 
in  the  Alps,  oeingmore  than  6000  ft. 
above  the  sea.  The  last  strangling 
pine-trees  are  seen  about  the  village. 
Above  this  the  valley  opens  out  into 
a  wide  expanse  of  Alpine  pastures, 
which  reacn  nearly  to  tlie  summits  of 
the  mountains  that  enclose  the  head 
of  the  valley.  About  4  m.  beyond 
Cresta  a  group  of  chdlets  called  Juf 
is  passed.  [From  thence  there  is  a 
pass  called  Valetta,  towards  the  N.E., 
to  Bivio  on  the  road  of  the  Julier  (Rte. 
92).  The  summit  may  be  reached  in 
2^  hrs.  from  Cresta:  2  hrs.  from  the 
summit  is  Bivio.] 


The  higher  pass  of  the  I^arculOf  or 
Furkel^  over  wnich  lies  the  route  to 
Casaccia,  is  at  the  eastern  extremity 
of  the  Avers  ThaL  The  ascent  presents 
no  difficulty;  but  as  there  is  little  to 

Eoint  out  the  true  direction,  which 
es  a  little  N.  of  E.,  a  guide  is  re- 
quired. The  summit  of  the  Fnrcula 
JPass  (8847  ft)— about  3  hrs.  from 
Cresta — commands  a  wide  view  over 
a  wilderness  of  peaks,  limited  in  part 
by  the  higher  ranges  immediately 
near  at  hand.  The  descent  on  the  £. 
side  lies  over  a  slope  of  snow  scarcely 
steep  enough  for  a  glissade,  and  then 
over  rocks  until  the  horse-track  over 
the  Septimer  Pass  is  reached  dose  to 
the  summit,  where  once  stood  a  small 
hospice,  or  place  of  refuge,  now  in 
ruins. 

The  Septimer,  now  an  indifferent 
horse-path,  but  well 'traced  and  not 
difficult,  leads  from  Bivio  to  Casaccia, 
4  or  4^  hours'  walk.  The  8.  side  i^ 
much  more  steep  and  stony  than  the 
other  side.  The  summit  is  76 1 6  ft.  above 
the  sea-level.  The  view  from  thi» 
is  fine;  the  Fiz  Muretto  and  Monte 
del  Oro  being  conspicuous  features 
in  it.  Though  impracticable  for  any 
kind  of  vehicles,  this  was  once  a  fre- 
quented his^hwav  between  Italy  and 
Switzerland  until  the  formation  of  the 
carriage-road  over  the  Splugen,  which, 
being  a  lower  pass,  and  10  m.  shorter, 
is  of  course  preferred  to  it.  On  the 
Monte  Lvnghmo  (9120  ft.),  between  the 
passes  of  Septimer,  Julier,  and  Malo^a, 
are  situated  the  sources  of  the  Main 
flowing  into  the  Adriatic,  of  the 
Oberhalbstein  Rhein  flowing  into  the 
]North  Sea;  and  the  river  Inn  rise« 
out  of  a  small  lake  and  flows  into  the 
Black  Sea.  Thus,  one  single  moun- 
tain  distributes  its  riUs  between  thr 
three  great  seas  which  bathe  the  con- 
tinent of  Europe,  and  in  this  respect 
it  is  unique. 

In  about  2  hrs.  from  the  summit  of 
the  Furkel  Fass  the  traveller  reaches 
Casaccia  (Rte.  94),  where  verf  hxr 

2[uarters  may  be  found  at  GioanniniV 
nn.  This  pass,  though  it  offers  no 
difficulty  to  the  mountaineer,  is  rather 
a  hard  day's  woric  of  about  11  hrs. 
steady  walking. 
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ROUTE  89. 

SPLCGEN  TO  ILAirZ,  BT  THE  PASS  OF  THE 
VALSERBEIUl  AND  THE  PETERS  THAL. 

SplOgen  to  Hrs. 

NiLfenen l\ 

Sommit 3i 

Yals Si 

Peideii Si 

IUdz 24 

13 


M 


The  great  road  of  the  Bemardin 
is     followed    as    far    as    Niifenen, 
more  than  an  hour  above  Splugen. 
Some  3  or  4  minates  after  passing 
throogh  Nufenen,  the  footpath  to  the 
Valserberg  branches  off  to  the  rt.  by  the 
side  of  a  little  stream,  reaches  in  a 
few  minutes  more  the  base  of  the  chain 
rifling  from  the  valley  on  the  N.,  and 
continues  to  ascend  along  its  side  at 
the  foot  of  a  line  of  cliffs.    These  clifis 
extend  to  the  top  of  the  pass,  and  are 
an  excellent  guide  to  it,  the  way  up 
being  always  at  a  short  distance  from 
their  base.    A  wooded  spur  separates 
the  hollow  looking  towards  Kiifenen 
from  that  leading  down  to  Hinterrhein. 
After  an  ascent  of  less  than  an  hour, 
this  spur  is  crossed  nearly  at  its  point 
of  divergence  from  the  northern  chain, 
and  just  above  the  wood  which  clothes 
its  lower  part  The  high  pastures  over- 
looking Hinterrhein  are  now  reached, 
and   the  path  from  •that  village  falls 
in.     There  is  a  very  good  view  from 
this  point. 

**  The  last  ascent  to  the  Valserberg 
is  ra^er  steep,  bnt  is  marked  by  poles, 
and  the  highest  point  of  the  pass  is 
attained  in  something  less  than  3  hrs. 
from  Spliigen.  The  Col  is  a  narrow 
«ipap  in  the  crest  of  the  chain,  covered 
with  snow,  and  elevated  nearly  7500 
feet  above  the  sea-leveL 

•*  The  view  to  the  north  is  very  wild. 
Several  bare  mountain  ranges  are  seen, 
and  above  them  the  whole  line  of  the 
Alps  of  Glarus,  from  the  Todi  to  the 
Scheibe,  an  unbroken  bank  of  snow 
/roni  end  to  end. 


**  For  nearly  an  hour  after  the  sum- 
mit of  the  Valserberg  the  way  is 
marked  by  poles:  the  highest  chalets 
are  then  reached,  and  a  stream  from 
the  right  crossed.  An  hour  and  a  half 
more  are  necessary  to  gain  V als  or  St« 
Peter's  Plas  (a  small  /na),  where  the 
main  vaUev  of  the  Glenner  is  entered. 
This  is  divided  into  three  districts; 
the  lower  valley  of  Lngneta,  the  side 
valley  of  Vrin,  and  the  upper  valley 
of  V  als,  called  also  St.  Peter's  ThaL 
In  this  last  district  the  language  is 
German,  as  well  as  in  the  valley  of 
the  Rheinwald  and  the  neighbouring 
Savien  Thai.  In  the  dutricts  of 
Lugnetz  and  Vrin  Bomansch  is 
spoken. 

[The  scenery  of  the  St.  Peter's  Thai 
above  Vals  is  said  to  be  of  the  gprandest 
character.  The  last  village,  Zcmreila, 
is  about  3  hrs.  above  Vals.  The  path 
passes  in  great  part  through  mac^- 
nificent  pine-forests  above  a  formid- 
ably deep  gorge,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  the  river  works  it  way.  Za- 
vreila  is  completely  surrounded  by 
snowy  peaks  and  glaciers,  but  there 
are  several  passes  over  which  the 
practised  mountaineer  may  make  his 
way.  One,  over  glacier,  leads  nearly 
due  S.  to  the  valley  of  the  Hinter 
Rhein,  some  miles  above  the  village  of 
the  same  name;  a  second,  callea  La 
Lenta,  to  Olivone  in  the  Yal  Blegno, 
a  difficult  glacier  pass;  a  third,  not 
so  difficult,  also  reaches  the  Yal 
Blegno,  a  little  above  Olivone,  mount- 
ing due  W.  from  the  chalets  of 
Amersch,  the  last  in  the  St.  Peter's 
Thai.] 

A  very  high  and  narrow  gorge 
above  Plaz  cuts  short  in  that  direction 
the  little  plain  in  which  the  village  is 
situated.  Another  defile  terminates  it 
to  the  N.  about  half  a  mile  below  Plaz. 
This  ravine,  through  which  the  path  to 
Ilanz,  having  cros^  the  river,  is  now 
conducted,  is  one  of  the  grandest  gorges 
by  which  the  Alps  are  nven.  The  river 
is  again  crossed  to  its  right  bank,  where 
a  la^dine  from  the  bridge  has  only  been 
effected  oy  hewing  a  snelf  out  of  the 
rode  'The  way  is  afterwards  cut  with 
some  difficulty  along  a  broken  decli- 
vity, till  the  valley  opens  out  at  the 
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chjILleto  of  f'eistenberg  and  Montasg, 
finely  placed  on  the  green  slopes.  A 
aeoona  gorge  succeeds,  and  tne  path 
is  forced  to  ascend,  scarcely  finding 
ground  for  its  course,  until  a  Uttle 
oratory  by  its  side  marks  the  close  of 
the  ascent  and  of  the  lone  defile  (6  m.), 
and  the  fertile  valley  of  Lugnetz  opens 
out  to  the  N. 

Into  its  fields  the  path  now  de- 
scends. The  river  is  crossed  some 
distance  lower  down,  by  a  bridge  just 
above  the 

Chalybeate  Batha  of  Peidm ;  homely 
accommodation  at  we  Bad-haus,  50 
beds,  belonging  to  the  medical  man 
of  the  place.  This  is  too  low  down 
the  valley  to  be  a  good  centre  for 
mountain  excursions.  It  lies  in  a 
sheltered  nook  open  to  the  sun.  Its 
neiehbourhood  is  rich  in  little-known 
peaks,  passes,  and  glaciers.  A 
wretched  char-road  leads  from  Peiden 
to  Ilanz. 

From  St  Peter's  Plaz  to  Ilanz  is  a 
walk  of  full  5  hrs.  (See  Btes.  82,  86.) 


almost  uninhabited  £.  side  is  in 
plivces  formed  by  precipices,  the  rocky 
pscarpment  of  Mount  Heinzenberg. 
The  path  is  carried  up  the  L  or  W. 
bank  of  the  Rabbiusa,  by  the  hamlet^ 
of  Tenna,  Areza,  Neukirch,  Platz, 
where  the  Rathhaus  /nn  is  ill  provided. 

[A  deep  path  strikes  off  hence  over 
the  col  called  Stage  across  a  shoulder 
of  the  Piz  Beveren  to  Tusis,  4  hours. 
The  beginning  of  the  ascent  is  \er\ 
steep,  but  afterwards  lies  over  the 
grass.  The  summit  of  the  yns&  is 
about  6000  ft.,  and  is  reachea  in  1^ 
hr.  from  Platz.  It  commands  a  fine 
view  over  the  Grison  Alps.  The  de- 
scent to  Tusis  traverses  the  remark- 
able plateau  of  the  Heinzenbere,  an 
open  plain  rising  by  degrees  above 
the  valley  of  Domlesch.] 

From  Platz  the  direct  way  to  Splii- 
gen  continues  over  the  meadows  of 
the  Camana  Alp  to  ThaUdrche,  the 
oldest  and  highest  church  in  the  dis- 
trict. Now  logins  the  ascent  of  (he 
LochUherg^  8442  ft.  above  the  sea-lewL 

A  steep  descent  leads  down  to  the 
village  Splvigen  (see  Bte.  87). 


KOUTE  90. 

REICHENAU  TO  SPLUQEN,  BY  THE  SAyiEN- 
THAL  AND  PASS  OF  THE  LOCHLIBEBO. 

11^  hrs.  A  bridle-path  the  greater 
part  of  the  way.  Our  road  runs  up  the 
rt.  bank  of  the  Vorder-Bhein,  through 
Bonaduz,  as  far  as  the  German  Pro- 
testant village  Versarn^  where  the  fearful 
fulf  of  the  versamer  Tobel  is  crossed 
y  a  very  remarkable  wooden  bridge, 
with  a  span  of  200  ft  (probably  the 
widest  wooden  bridge  on  this  principle 
existing),  and  232  ft  above  the  torrent 
Savien.  The  builder  is  the  engineer 
La  Nicca.  Here  a  path  turns  S.  up 
the  wild  valley  of  the  Savien  or 
Babbiusa,  a  very  remarkable  ravine, 
"wilder  than  the  Via  Mala."  of 
which  the  W.  side  only  is  cultivated 
and  inhabited  by  a  Protestant  popu- 
lation of  about  1000  souls,  Germans, 
who  were  settled  here  in  the  days 
of  the  Hohenstanfen  Emperors.  The 


llOUTE  91. 

PASS  OF  THE  DERNARDIN — ^Sl'LcGL5 
TO  BELLINZONA. 

Post  road,  7  posts  ss  63  miles. 
SplUgeu.  BMtt.En6.B. 


Hinterrheln  . 
St.  Bernardino 
Mlsooco  .  . 
Cama  .  .  . 
Bellinzona.     . 


1 
It 

If 

li 
U 


9 

12i 
141 
II. 


These  are  the  distances  charged  iu 
posting,  and  may  slightly  exceed  th^* 
measured  distances.  In  posting  Iroo 
Coire  by  the  Spliigen  to  Chiaveiin& 
the  same  carriage  may  be  taken  all 
the  way,  but  on  the  Bernardino  ro>ad 
the  carriage  is  chanfi;ed  at  each  stagt 
between  Spliigen  and  Bellinzona. 

The  road  from  Coire  over  the  B«r- 
nardin  is  the  same  as  that  over  th« 
Splugen  up  to  Spliigen.  Itfligencv 
from  Coire  to  Bdlinzona,  17   hr».» 
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Spiogen  to  Bellinzona,  10  hrs.  Voi- 
turier  from  Ra^tz  in  2^  days,  160  ft. 
The  Iwu  on  this  road  are  better  than 
on  the  other  pass ;  that  at  St. 
Bernardino  is  excellent.  It  is  the 
ctutom  to  stop  at  Bellinzona,  but 
it  is  better  to  go  on  to  Locarno,  a 
moch  prettier  place,  and  the  hotel 
equally  good.  The  supply  of  post- 
horses  on  this  road  is  very  small, 
and  difficulties  are  sometimes  ex- 
perienced in  gettine  on. 

The  road  over  the  Bemardin  was 
constructed  in  1822,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  engineer  Focobelli,  at  the 
joint  expense  of  the  Sardinian  and 
Grison  governments.  About  6-7  ths 
of  the  sum  required  were  advanced  by 
the  Ejne  of  Sardinia,  who  dulv  ap- 
preciated the  advantages  to  his  domi- 
nions to  be  derived  from  a  highway 
which  should  connect,  by  a  direct 
line,  the  port  of  Genoa  and  the  ca- 
pital Tnrm  with  Switzerland  and  W. 
Germany. 

The  road,  leaving  the  bridge  of 
Splugen  rRte.  87)  on  the  1.,  advances 
up  the  valley  of  Hinter-Rhein,  whose 
stem  and  Darren  features  have  less 
of  beauty  than  of  wildness,  along  the 
L  bank  of  the  Rhine  through  Niifanen, 
distant  about  7  m.  to 

Hinterrhein  (Inn:  Post,  clean),  the 
highest  vUlage  in  the  valley;  no  gprain 
but  barley  grows. 

[Hence  to  the  source  of  ilie  Shine 
will  take  up  6  or  7  hours  going  and 
returning,  exclusive  of  stoppages. 
A  multitude  of  streamlets  trickle 
down  from  the  crevices  in  the  sur- 
rounding mountains,  where  deep  snow 
rests  almost  all  the  year  round,  to 
feed  the  infiuit  Rhine.  The  Source 
of  the  Rhine  lies  about  10  miles  higher 
up  the  valley,  ^  of  which  distance,  or 
A  late  in  the  summer,  can  be  per- 
form^ on  'horseback,  the  rest  on 
foot;  tlie  latter  part  of  the  walk  es- 
pecially is  difficult  and  fatiguing,  over 
debris  and  melting  snow,  and  the 
assistance  of  a  guide  is  necessary  to 
find  the  way.  The  scenery  of  the 
upper  part  of  the  valley  is  savagely 
grand,  and  well  deserves  the  notice 
of  travellers.  The  river  takes  its 
rise  at  the  very  extremity  of  this 


frost-bound  valley,  from  beneath  the 
JHheimoald  glacier,  filling  a  depression 
between  the  Bheinw3dhom  (10,912 
ft)  and  the  Zaporthom.  At  the  end 
of  about  4  miles  the  path  begins  to 
ascend,  and  is  soon  lost  in  crossing 
steep  slopes  covered  with  debris  of 
rock,  so  that  a  previous  knowledge  of 
the  direction  will  alone  enable  the 
traveller  to  reach  the  source  by  him- 
self. A  smaU  rocky  and  swampy 
green  spot,  on  which  a  few  sheep  may 
be  seen  feeding  immediately  beneath 
the  glacier  of  me  Moschel  Horn,  sur- 
rounded on  all  sides  by  snow  and 
glaciers,  is  called  ironically  **  Para- 
dies."  Immediately  opposite,  and  on 
the  other  side  of  the  Rhine,  here 
struggling  through  the  stones,  is  a 
sava^  gon^  or  rent  in  the  rock 
called  "Holle."  The  narrow  path 
skirts  its  edse.  To  this  succeeds  a 
rapid  rise.  In  J  an  hour  more  you 
come  to  the  head  of  the  valley,  a 
small  verdant  flat  plain,  whence  you 
look  down  on  the  fountain-heaa  in 
the  glacier,  which  is  sometimes  hol- 
lowed out  into  a  magnificent  dome  or 
cavern.] 

There  is  a  fine  Pass^  the  Valserberg, 
from  Hinter-Rhein  to  Ilanz  (Rte.  80). 

The  road  over  the  Bemardin  bids 
adieu  to  the  Rhine  at  Hinter-Rhein, 
crossing  it  by  a  stone  bridge,  after 
which  you  immediately  begin  to  as- 
cend, breasting  the  steep  slope  of  the 
mountain  by  sixteen  zigzags;  many 
of  the  turnings  are  very  abrupt. 

A  striking  view  opens  out  on  the 
rt,  over  the  head  of  tne  Rhine  valley 
and  the  glaciers,  whence  it  bursts 
forth.  On  the  rt  of  the  road  rises 
the  gigantic  mass  of  the  Moschel- 
Horn,  and  on  the  L  the  black  peak  of 
the  Mittag-Hom  overhangs  the  pass. 

This  passage  over  the  Alps  is  said 
to  have  been  known  to  the  Romans: 
it  was  called  the  Vogelberff  down  to 
the  beginning  of  the  fifteenth  century, 
when  a  pious  missionary,  St  Ber- 
nardin  of  Sienna,  preached  the  Gospel 
through  these  remote  Alpine  valleys, 
and  a  chapel  dedicated  to  him,  on  the 
S.  side  of'^the  mountain,  gave  rise  to 
the  name  which  it  still  retains.  It 
was  traversed,  in  March,  1799,  by  the 

N 


266 


ROUTE  91. — ST.  BERNABDINO.      MlSOOCO. 


Sect.  I. 


French  army  of  Lecourbe,  at  a  season 
when  winter  still  reigns  on  these  ele- 
▼ations,  and  before  the  mountain  pos- 
sessed any  other  road  than  a  miser- 
able mule-path. 

The  snmmit  of  the  pass,  about  7010 
ft.  above  the  sea,  ana  24U0  ft.  above 
the  village  of  Spliieen,  is  partly  occu- 
pied by  a  lake  called  Logo  Moesola, 
the  source  of  the  Moesa,  along  whose 
margin  the  road  runs.  At  this  point 
a  very  substantial  but  homely  inn,  or 
house  of  refuge,  has  been  erected.  The 
head  of  this  pass  is  grander  and  less 
dreary  than  the  hesSs  of  the  other 
great  passes. 

A  httle  way  down  the  S.  slope  of 
the  mountain,  the  Moesa  is  crossed 
by  a  handsome  bridge  of  a  single 
arch,  110  ft  above  the  river,  named 
after  Victor  Emanuel,  King  of  Sar- 
dinia, who  contributed  so  largely  to 
the  construction  of  this  road.  The 
carriage-way  is  here  covered  over  for 
some  distance  with  a  substantial  roof, 
supported  on  solid  buttresses,  to  pro- 


mountain  from  Hinter-Rhein  to  St. 
Bernardino  is  effected  in  about  3^ 
hrs.;  and  on  a  comparatively  lerel 
spot  is 

St.  Bernardino  Utms:    H.   Brocco, 
large  and  good;  H.  Kavizzo ;  EL  Motto), 
a  village  and  watering-place,  the  first 
and  loftiest  in  the  vafiey  of  IGsocco. 
consisting  of  a  few  houses  planted 
half  way  down  the  descent  on  a  nnall 
plain  or  ledge,  in  a  romantic  situa- 
tion.   There  is  a  mineral  spring  with 
Baths  here,  having  a  temperatnre  of 
about  40^  Fahr.,  and  a  strong  taste 
of  ink.    It  is  one  of  the  highest  mine- 
ral sources  among  the  Alps,  and  an- 
nually draws  a  considerable  number 
of  patients  to  the  spot,  for  whom  lai^ 
hotels  and  pensions  have  been  ba£fc 
The  situation  of  this  village  is  rerv 
fine,  and  it  would  serve  as  excellent 
head-quarters    for    a    mountaineer 
wishing  to  explore  the  neighboarin<; 
ranges. 

After  leaving  St  Bernardino  the 
road  ascends  for  about  2  m.,  and  then 


tect  it  from  avalanches  and  whirl-  )  plunges  by  a  series  of  curious  and 


winds  of  snow,  to  which  this  gully  is 
much  exposed  at  times.  A  few  strag- 
gling and  stunted  pines  here  make 
uieir  appearance;  a  little  lower  down, 
trees  40  or  50  ft.  high  may  be  seen 
clinging  to  the  rock,  with  barely  2  ft 
depth  of  soil  beneath  them;  their 
roots  scarcely  strike  downwards  at 
all,  but  spread  far  and  wide  in  a  hori- 
zontal direction,  so  that  when  a  tree 
is  thrown  down  by  the  wind,  roots 
and  soil  are  peeled  off  at  once,  and 
nothing  but  bare  rock  remains  below. 
The  S.  face  of  the  mountain  is  also 
far  more  abrupt  and  precipitous  than 
the  N. ;  but  the  road  is  so  skilf uUy 
carried  down,  it,  and  so  gradually, 
that  a  postilion,  accustomed  to  it, 
trots  quickly  down  the  whole  way, 


complicated  zigzags  into  the  loniTr 
valley  of  Misocco  (m  Germ.  Masox  or 
Misox  Thai;  ItaL  Yal  Mesokina), 
which  is  celebrated  for  its  beantv. 
Near  the  road  are  two  very  fine  fafla 
of  the  Moesa. 

Near  j^^.  Giacomo  there  are  auar- 
ries  of  eypsum :  here  there  is  also  a 
fall  of  the  Moesa.  It  is  a  continued 
descent  as  far  as  Misocco  and  the 
Ponte  di  Soazza,  which  is  only  a  fev 
hundred  feet  higher  than  Coire,  in  th^ 
valley  of  the  iSiine.  This  wUl  girv 
some  idea  of  the  abruptness  of  the 
southern  descent  from  the  Alps  con- 
trasted  with  the  northern. 

Misocco  {Inn :  ♦H.  ToscaniJ,  a  til- 
lage of  about  900  Inhab.,  called  also 
Cremao.     The  views  from  its  chuicb- 


tuming  sharp  round  the  comers  of  |  yard  and  old  castle  are  fine. 

the  zigzags.      The  traveller  beholds  ,      In  the  neighbourhood  of  Misocco 

the  road  almost  beneath  his  feet,  ex-    the  luxuriant  growth  of  the  cbestnu' 


tending  like  an  uncoiled  rope  below 
him,  and  as  he  moves  backwards  and 
forwards,  following  its  turns,  he  ap- 
pears to  hover  over  the  valley  below, 
wid  might  fancy  himself  fastened  to 
the  end  of  a  pendulum,  and  balanced 
in   mid-air.      The   passage   of    the 


and  walnut,  the  abundant  crops  of 
maize,  the  presence  of  the  vine  and 
the  mulberry,  which  succeed  eacb 
(»ther  within  the  space  of  a  few  miles, 
remind  the  traveller  that  he  is  indeed 
in  Italy ;  and  he  soon  becomes  other- 
wise aware  of  this   ^hange    by  the 


Switzerland, 
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altered  lan^age,   the  laziness   and 
filth  of  the  inhabitants,  and  their  mi- 
serable habitations.    The  situation  of 
&£isoeco  is  charming.     A  little  way 
below  it,  in  the  middle  of  the  vallej, 
rises  up  the  ruined  Castle  of  Misocco, 
a  feudal  seat  of  the  powerful  lords  of 
Masox,   sold  by  them,  1482,  to   the 
Milanese  general  Trivulzio,  taken  and 
destroyed    by    the    Graiibundtners, 
1526.      The  yalley  is  here  bounded 
by     precipices,    over     and     among 
whose  rocky  sides  a  number  of  water- 
falls   dash,    assuming   the  shape    of 
that  which  in  Scotland  is  called  the 
Mare's  Tail.    The  knoll  on  which  the 
castle   stands  seems  formed  to  com- 
mand the  passage  up  and  down. 

From  Soazza  a  very  steep  and  diffi- 
cult path,  not  practicable  for  hordes, 
ascends  the  E.  side  of  the  valley,  and 
leads  to  Chiavenna  in  8  hrs.  by  the 
Forcola  pass. 

The  valley  of  Misocco  has  lost 
much  of  its  beauty  and  cheerfulness 
since  the  fearful  thunderstorm  and 
inundation  of  August,  1834,  which 
overwhelmed  the  land  in  many  places 
with  torrents  of  rocks,  and  nas  left 
behind  beds  of  gravel  and  alluvium 
in  places  90  ft  high,  thus  condemn- 
ing it  to  sterility.  50  houses,  200 
chalets,  and  many  bridges  were  swept 
away.  An  inscription  has  been  at- 
tached to  a  huge  mass,  stating  that 
it  and  others  descended  from  the 
Forcola. 

Below  Soaxza  the  road  runs  along 
tbe  rt.  bank  of  the  Moesa.  On  the  rt., 
the  graceful  Gtscade  of  Buffalora  preci- 
pitates itself  from  the  top  of  a  rock. 

'  Lostallo  [Inn :  Post,  tolerable).  The 
general  legislative  assemblies  of  the 
men  of  the  valley  are  held  here. 

2^  m.  farther  is  the  post  station  at 

Coma,  Here  figs  and  mulberries 
begin  to  appear. 

Reggio. 

At  Grono  the  Val  Calanca  opens 
out  firom  the  W. 

Roteredo — {Inns :  Croce  Bianca,  to- 
lerable ;  Canone  d'Oro)~a village  con- 
tainins;  nearly  1000  Ijihab.,  with  the 
ruined  castle  of  Trivulzio  in  its  vi- 
cinity. The  Prior  of  Roveredo  and  1 1 
old  women  were  burnt  for  practising 


witchcraft  by  Carlo  Borromeo,  in 
1583,  at  his  first  visitation  of  the  dio- 
cese. The  rivers  hereabouts  are  used 
to  float  down  the  timber  cut  in  the 
forests  of  the  higher  transverse  valleys. 

St  Vittore  is  the  last  viUage  in  the 
canton  of  the  Grisons:  below  it  we 
enter  the  canton  Tessin  and  the  Yal 
Levantina,  and  our  road  joins  that 
descending  from  the  St.  Gothard 
(Rte.  34).  The  entire  valley  of  the 
Misocco,  down  to  its  junction  with  the 
Yal  Levantina,  is  amongst  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  Alps.  Passing  the 
battle-field  of  Arbedo,  we  reach 

Bellmzona  (Rte.  34).  Travellers  who 
have  slept  at  Bernardino  may  easily 
push  on  to  Locarno  (Rte.  113),  whicn 
has  the  advantage  of  a  more  beautiful 
position,  and  of  being  the  first  point 
at  which  the  steamers  touch  in  g^ing 
from  Magadino  to  Arona.  By  taking 
the  first  steamer  from  Magadino  or 
Locarno,  and  the  railway  from  Arona 
to  Alessandria,  Turin  or  Genoa  may 
be  reached  about  2  p.m. 


ROUTE  92. 

PASS   OF  THE  JULIER,    FBOM  OOlBfi  lO 
8AMADEN. 


52  posts 


Colre. 

Churwalden 
TlefeDkasten 
HoUds   .     . 
Silva  Plana 
Samaden 


53  miles. 
Posts.    Eng.  m. 
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A  carriage-road  finished  1839.  En- 
gineer, M.  la  Nicoa.  It  is  traversed 
daily  in  summer  except  Sunday,  by  a 
diligence  as  far  as  Samaden,  in  12  hrs< 

The  scenery  on  this  route  is  very 
beautiful  and  mteresting.  Instead  of 
following  the  valley  of  the  Rhine, 
which  leads  to  the  W.  above  Coire, 
the  road  on  leaving  the  town  imme- 
diately begins  to  ascend  by  sigzags 
towards  the  S.,  following  tne  course 
of  the  Rabiusa  torrent  On  the  L  is 
seen  the  opening  of  the  Schalfig  Thai, 
(Rte.  99),  whose  torrent  (the  Plessur) 

N  2 
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is  mingled  with  the  Rabiusa  just  <Sut->  I 
side  the  town.    Passing  the  village  of ; 
Malix  (near  which  rises  the  pictu- 
resque castle  Strasberg),  ' 

Ckurvaalden  {Inns:  Kreuz;  Krone) 
and  Farpan  (Post).  Near  the  summit 
of  the  pass  see  the  Lake  of  Yatz,  &c.,  i 
rL,  baoKed  by  firs;  the  time-honoured 
stone  GaUows  of  Ober-Vatz.  Over  a 
barren  heath,  to 

Lenz — (/nn;  Krone;  a  tolerable 
dining-place).  Beyond  Lenz,  the 
Komansch  toneue  (Rte.  66)  is  almost 
exclusively  spoken ;  German  is  rarely 
understood,  except  in  the  inns. 

The  road  descends  in  numerous 
curves  to  the  level  of  the  river  Albuhj 
which  enters  the  Rhine  through  the 
remarkable  Schyn  defile  near  Tusis 
(Rte.  87),  and  is  crossed  in  order  to 
reach 

TWenkasten  (Rom.  Caste),  (^Iruij  H. 
Album,  good,  clean,  and  comfort- 
able; Kreutz),  a  village,  situated,  as  its 
name  implies,  in  a  deep  hollow,  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Oberhalbstein,  or  val- 
ley running  S.  up  to  the  foot  of  the  Ju- 
lier  and  Septimer,  a  distance  of  about 
20  m.  It  IS  scattered  over  with  ruins 
of  castles ;  no  less  than  10  of  which 
may  still  be  counted,  and  concen- 
trates in  itself  an  extraordinary  com- 
bination of  grand  features. 

The  road  leading  to  the  Albula  Pass 
(Rte.  93)  here  turns  to  the  L  There  is 
a  short  cut  firom  the  village  of  Lenz. 

Immediately  above  Tiefenkasten 
the  road  quits  the  valley  of  the  Albula, 
aeain  ascends,  and  is  carried  along  the 
eage  of  a  cliff  called  Steaif  high  aoove 
the  Oberhalbstein  Rhein.  The  gorge 
near  this  has  been  compared,  in  its 
scenery,  with  the  Via  Mala. 

The  valley  near  Tinzen  is  very 
bleak  and  bare.  The  Castle  of  Split' 
daUahj  surmounted  by  a  square  tower, 
rises  between  the  road  and  river.  A 
constant  and  steep  ascent  through 
more  picturesque  scenery  brings  you 
to  the  village  of 

Molins,  MUfUm  (ftin,  Lowe,  very  fair), 
in  a  little  amphitheatre,  amidst  the 
finest  scenery  of  the  Oberhalbstein.  To 
reach  Muhlen,  the  road  crosses  the 
stream  of  the  Falleer,  and,  recrossing 


it  to  the  next  village,  Marmels,  brings 
you  at  leng^  to 

Bivio  or  Stalla  (Inn:  Lowe),  at  the 
foot  of  the  Pitz  d'Emet  This  very  poor 
and  inhospitable-looking  village  lies  at 
the  branching  of  2  passes,  the  Julier 
and  Septimer  (Bivinm).  The  Septimer 
leads  into  the  Val  Bregaglia  (Rte.  88). 
Bivio  is  placed  in  a  secluded  basin, 
shut  in  by  high  mountains,  in  a  dimate 
so  severe  that  all  vegetation  is  stunted. 
Not  a  tree  can  grow  in  the  ne^hbour- 
hood,  and  the  people  are  reduced  to 
bum  sheep-dung  for  fueL  Potatoes 
rarely  ripen  at  this  height — 5630  ft 
above  the  sea. 

It  takes  about  2  hrs.  to  ascend  the 
winding  road  from  Stalla  to  the 
Summit  of  the  Julier  Pass,  7625  ft, 
above  the  sea-leveL  The  ascent 
is  not  difiicult,  and  the  pass  is  re- 
markably safe  from  avalanches.  Its 
scenery  is  not  particularly  grand,  the 
outline  of  the  mountains  being  round. 
On  the  top,  the  road  passed  between 
two  rudely  hewn  pillars  of  granite 
(derived  from  the  neighbouring  moon- 
tains),  called  Julius*s  Columns.  They 
are  about  4  ft.  high,  and  destitute  of 
inscription.  Down  to  the  16th  cent, 
it  is  known  from  records  that  only 
one  column  existed,  which  in  1538  fell 
down  and  broke.  It  may  have  been  a 
mile-stone.  Owing  to  some  alterations 
in  the  road,  one  of  these  columns  was 
removed  from  its  place  1854,  when 
Roman  coins  were  found  at  its  base. 
Augustus  caused  a  highway  to  be 
carried  from  Chiavenna  over  the 
passes  of  the  Maloja  and  Julier.  A 
carriage-road  was  formed  across  this 
pass  to  St.  Moritz  in  1823;  bnt  as  no 
attempt  was  made  for  many  years  to 
improve  the  approach  to  it  through 
the  Oberhalbstein,  little  advantage 
was  gained  by  iL  Flocks  of  Berga- 
mesque  sheep  are  often  seen  on  the 
highest  pastures,  near  the  summit  of 
the  pass,  in  summer,  attended  by  wild- 
looking,  picturesque  shepherds  from 
the  Val  ^rembana. 

The  descent  into  the  £ngadiii«, 
passing  the  Julier  Alp  and  its  ch&leta, 
IS  less  abrupt.  Between  lofty  preci- 
pices a  fine  view  of  the  Bemisa  chain 
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is  disclosed  and  its  glaciers.    The  vil- 
lage of 

Silva  Plana  (Inn:  Kreuz,  dean)  is 
situated  on  meadows,  between  2  small 
and  stran^ly  green  lakes,  which  are 
feeders  and  reservoirs  of  the  river  Inn, 
at  the  junction  of  the  roads  from  the 
passes  of  the  Bemina,  Julier,  and 
Maloja^  with  the  high  road  down  the 
Engadine,  5560  ft  above  the  sea.  [To 
Pontresina  over  the  Sarlei  and  down 
the  Val  Rosegg,  in  8J  hrs.  (Rte.  96).] 

4  m.  further,  on  the  L  bank  of  the 
Inn,  stands 

St.  Moritz  (in  Romansch  San  Mu- 
rezzan). — Trma :  Engadiner  Kulm,  com- 
fortable; Kreuz;  Pension  Bavier.  The 
Karhaus,alarge  establishment,  can  ac- 
commodate 300  persons :  table-d'hote, 
billiard  and  reaiding-rooms;  20  min. 
walk  from  village,  close  to  the  princi- 
pal mineral  spring,  lliis  little  village 
is  rapidly  rising  into  repute  as  a  water- 
ing-place, upon  the  strength  of  its  very 
powerful  chalybeate  waters,  first  de- 
scribed, 1539,  by  Paracelsus.  They 
are  efficacious  in  cases  of  scrofula, 
stomach  complaints,  Sec.  The  water 
is  heated  for  the  Baths,  of  which  there 
are  80  in  the  Kurhaus.  The  spring 
rises  at  the  foot  of  Mount  Rosegg,  on 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Inn,  in  a  marshy 
meadow. 

The  village  contains  about  300  In- 
hab.,  and  is  situated  on  the  W.  and  S. 
slopes  of  a  hill  5581  ft.  above  the 
sea.  It  overlooks  the  Inn,  and  several 
beautiful  ereen  lakes  which  that  river 
forms  in  this  part  of  its  course.  The 
climate  Is  too  cold  to  allow  even  barley 
to  flourish ;  the  surrounding  land  is 
chiefly  laid  out  in  pastures,  and 
there  are  some  forests  of  larch  on  the 
neighbouring  mountains.  The  little 
lake  dose  to  the  village,  which  is 
^nerally  frozen  over  from  the  end  of 
XovemMr  to  the  beginning  of  May, 
famishes  capital  trout. 

Carriages. — 1  horse,  for  the  day,  1 5 
fr.;  2  horses,  30  fr.  There  is  a  printed 
Tariff  of  charges. 

Guides. — 6  to  8  fr.  the  day;  return, 
«fr.    5«?  Tariff. 

A  pleasant  and  easy  walk  of  }j  hr. 
leads  up   to  the  Pii   St.  Giany  from 


which  a  fine  view  is  gained  over  the 
upper  part  of  the  Inn  valley. 

The  prindpal  Excursions  to  be  made 
from  St.  Montz  are  (a)  up  the  valley 
to  the  Lugni  See,  the  source  of  the 
Inn  (Rte.  94)  ;  (6)  Piz  Nair  10,040  ft 
to  the  W.,  3  hrs.  ascent  with  donkeys 
or  horses.  View  of  the  Bemina,  as 
beautiful  as  from  Piz  Languard.  (c) 
Up  the  Suvretta  valley,  over  the  col, 
past  the  lake  (8590  ft),  and  down  tho 
North  Suvretta  valley,  and  the  valley 
of  Bevers,  to  Bevers,  thus  far  7  hrs. 
Back  by  carriage-road  to  St.  Moritz. 
(d)  Piz  Ot  (see  below,  Sam&den).  (<?) 
Pontresina  (Rte.  96). 

N.B. — Bead  account  of  the  Enoadine 
prefixed  to  Rte.  95;  also  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  Bemina  in  Rte.  06.  Many 
of  the  excursions  described  in  them 
may  bo  made  from  St.  Moritz  or 
Sam&den. 

Just  below  St  Moritz,  the  Inn,  on 
quitting  the  small  lake,  forms  a  pretty 
fkll.  A  little  further  the  valley  of  the 
Inn  opens  out  in  a  straight  line  as  far 
as  Zernets.  The  first  vulages  passed 
are  Cresta,  Gelerina  {Bom,  Schla- 
rigna),  and 

Samdden  (^Bom^  Samedan),  the  prin- 
cipal and  wealthiest  village  in  the 
Upper  Engadine,  with  500  Inhab. 
(inns :  Hotel  Bemina,  good  and  com- 
fortable, well  kept  by  Mad.  Fanconi; 
convenient  head-quarters ;  —  Krone  ; 
— Piz  Ot).  Here  are  mansions  of  the 
ancient  femilies  Salis  and  Planta. 
Sam&den  is  well  situated  in  view 
of  the  Bemina  chain,  and  within  a 
short  distance  of  the  finest  scenery. 
It  is,  perhaps,  the  best  head-quarters 
for  exploring  its  beauties  and  those  of 
the  Engadine.  Guides,  horses,  and 
carriages  in  abundance. 

Charges. — Horse  to  Piz  Ot  or  Mu- 
ottas-Muragl,  7  fr.  Carriage,  1-horse, 
to  St  Moritz  Baths,  5  fr. ;  Silva  Plana, 
6  fr.;  Sils,  8  fr.;  Maloja,  12  fr.;  Mor- 
teratsch  Glacier,  7  fr.;  Bemina  Pass^ 
12  fr.;  Ponte,  4  fr.  For  2  horses  the. 
charge  is  about  double. 

[^Exairsions.  —  (n)  Ascent  of  the 
Muottis  to  the  E.  (7975  ft),  in  2^ 
hrs. ;  view  mainly  confined  to  a  por- 
tion of  the  Bernina  Glaciers,  and  tQ 
the  upper  Engadine  with  its  lakes, 
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(b)  The  Ascent  of  the  Piz  Ot,  to  the 
N.N.E.  (10.690  fu),  in  3J  hrs.  Take 
a  guide,  as  the  path  is  not  easy  to 
find;  and  provisions,  as  none  are  to 
be  obtained  on  the  way.  The  ascent 
is  x>erhap8  steeper  throughout  than 
that  of  the  Piz  IjanguaroT  (Rte.  96), 
but  the  view  from  the  summit  is 
in  many  respects  finer,  as  it  in- 
cludes the  beautiful  Monte  della  Dis- 
^azia.  The  range  of  the  Bemina  is 
presented  in  such  different  aspects 
m>m  the  two  summits,  that  pedestrians 
are  recommended  to  make  both  ascents. 
Mules  or  horses  might  possibly  be 
taken  half  way,  as  far  as  a  fountain  of 
delicious  water  that  issues  from  under 
a  block  of  granite,  but  the  remainder 
must  be  mounted  on  foot.] 

JBiliodgen  to  Coire  daily.  Opposite 
to  Samiden,  S.,  the  valley  of  Pontre- 
sina  opens  out,  up  which  runs  the  road 
to  the  Bemina  (Rt«.  96).  The  vil- 
lage of  Pontresina,4l  m.  from  SamMen, 
is  another  convenient  centre  from 
which  to  explore  the  mountains. 


ROUTE  93. 

OOIBE  TO  8AMADEN  IN  THE  ENGAWNE, 
BT  WEIS8EK8TEIN  AND  THE  ALBULA 
PASS. 

16^  stunden  =  49^  Eng.  m. 
This  is  a  more  interesting  route  than 
that  by  the  Julier  pass.  It  is  11^  hrs.' 
moderate  walking  from  Lenz  to  Sa- 
maden.  A  carriage -road  was  made 
across  it,  1865.  DUigeuce  daily  Coire 
to  Sam&den  in  12  hrs.,  halting  at 
Bergun  to  dine.    As  far  as 

15  m.  Lenz  fit  is  identical  with  the  pre- 
ceding route.  The  diligence  for  Sa- 
milden  leaves  Coire  at  5  a.m.,  so  that 
an  active  pedestrian  may  accomplish 
the  entire  distance  in  1  day,  taking 
his  place  to  Lenz  only,  or  Filisur,  or 
perhaps  even  as  far  as  the  deserted 
BeUaliina  iron-works,  2  m.  beyond 
Filnur  beyond  which  the  road  is  so 
hiUy  that  httle,  if  any,  time  will  be 


saved.  At  Lenz  the  road  to  the  Albula 
turns  round  the  shoulder  of  the  moun- 
tain to  the  £.,  leaving  Tiefenkast«n 
on  the  rt.;  and  passing  the  village  of 
(1  hr.)  Brienz,  and  on  the  L  the  castle 
of  Belfort,  perched  on  an  almost  in- 
accessible rock,  reaches 

Alvcneu.  The  baths  of  Alveneu, 
on  the  rt  bank  of  the  Albola,  are 
between  1  and  2  m.  from  the  viUa^. 
Here  is  a  sulphur  spring  and  homelv 
accommodation.  Crossing  the  mouth 
of  the  Davos  Thai  and  the  stream  run- 
ning out  of  it,  we  follow  the  Albula, 
ascending,  in  a  S.E.  direction,  to 

9  m.  Filisur,  a  lar^  white  and  pictur- 
esque village  on  its  rU  bank,  having 
a  marked  resemblance  in  its  pecu- 
liarities to  the  villages  of  the  £n- 
gudine.  There  are  2  Inns,  kept  by 
Risch  and  Schmidt.  Near  it,  to  the 
N.,  stand  the  ruins  of  Schloss  Qrei- 
fenstein.  The  inhabitants  of  this  and 
the  adjoining  valley  emigrate  firam 
home  to  various  parts  of  Borope, 
where  they  exercise  the  craft  of  pas- 
trycooks, freauently  returning  hither 
to  end  their  aays  m  opulence  earned 
by  industry.  TVo  miles  above  Ulisor 
are  the  abandoned  iron-works  of  Bella- 
luna,  and  4  miles  from  henee  the  path 
enters  the  narrow  ravine  called  B^rgvL- 
ner-Stein,  which,  like  that  near  Tiefen- 
kasten,  has  been  compared  with  the 
Via  Mala ;  "  and  certainly  in  some 
respects  bears  a  strong  resemblance, 
though  of  far  inferior  extent  and  sub- 
limity. Its  outlet,  however,  is  sin- 
gularly fine."-V.  K  For  a  distance 
of  more  than  1000  ft  the  road  is 
hewn,  or  blasted,  out  of  the  faee  of 
the  rock,  and  the  Albula  roars  at  a 
depth  of  500  or  600  ft.  bel<iw.  It  x& 
about  4^  hrs.  from  Lenz  to 

Bergun  (Rom,  Bergoga)  (/iws:  tho 
Landamman  Cloettas;  Post),  a  villagi^ 
of  about  600  Inhab.,  chiefly  Pro- 
testants, speakinfl"  Romansch.  The 
houses  in  this  viuage  are  nearly  all 
of  a  superior  class,  indicating  the 
comparative  wealth  of  the  population, 
many  of  whom  are  muleteers  or  carters 
by  profession,  who  establibhed  them- 
selves here  when  this  route  was  more 
frequented.  It  is  beautifully  situated 
among  the  mountains. 


SwitzerJand, 
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A  steep  ascent  of  2^  hn.  paMine 
maoj  waterfalls,  leads  to  the  smaS 
/wiof 

11  m.  WHsaauievi,  oontamis^  6  beds. 
There  was  a  lake  by  its  side,  that 
borst  its  bounds  in  1859,  and  has 
drained  itself  dry.  It  is  said  to  be 
possible  for  an  actiye  mountaineer  to 
cross  the  ridge  S.  of  the  Weissenstein 
and  descend  by  the  Yal  Severs  to  the 
hi^  road  near  Samaden,  but  guides 
are  not  easily  to  be  found  here 
The  ascent  from  this  point  is  very 
rapid;  the  path  lies  along  the  N.  side 
of  the  bed  of  the  former  lake;  traces 
of  the  Roman  road  may  be  discovered 
near  this.  A  savaee  ravine,  filled  with 
broken  rocks,  hurfed  ^m  the  heights 
above,  along  with  the  avalanches, 
which  render  this  part  of  the  pass 
dangerous  in  spring,  brings  the  tra- 
veller in  about  1  hr:  to 

2  m.  the  sunmiit  of  the  Pass  of  the  Al- 
Ma»  The  culminating  point,  marked 
by  a  cross,  is  7680  ft.  above  the  sea- 
level;  on  the  other  side  of  it  is  a  small 
lake.  It  is  a  scene  of  complete  desola- 
tion. On  the  N.  of  the  path  rise  the 
two  peaks  of  the  Albula — Crap  Alv, 
or  Whito  Bock ;  and  on  the  S.£.  that 
ofPizErr. 

The  descent  into  the  Ober  Enga- 
dine  is  also  at  times  exposed  to  ava- 
lanches. It  is  2  hrs.  walk  from  the 
summit  to 

6 m.  PcfiUi or  Punt  (Tims :  Albula ;  Cou- 
ronne,  not  bad).  The  village  lies  just 
at  the  foot  of  the  pass,  and  in  one  of 
the  most  striking  and  populous  parts  of 
this  singular  vaney.  The  road  ascends 
the  valfoy  of  the  Inn,  to 

5  m.  Sarndtden^  where  there  are  good 
qiuirters. — See  Rte.  94. 


ROUTE  04. 

CHXAVEMKA  TO  8AUADEK,  BT  THE  VAL 
BRB6AGUA  AND  THE  PASS  OF  THE 
MALOGGIA  OR  MALOJA. 

11^  leagues  =  34|  Eng.  m. 
Leagues.   Eng.  m. 


CbiaToma. 
Vioo  Soprano 
SUva  Plana . 
Samadeu 


4      as    12 
6      »    15 

34* 


The  carriage-road  up  the  Yal  Bre- 
gaglia  is  now  in  good  order.  Di'- 
ligence  daily  in  8.^  hrs.  The  inns 
between  Chiavenna  and  Samaden  are 
not  very  good. 

The  road  ascends  bv  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Maira,  in  face  or  a  pretty  cas- 
cade formed  by  the  Acqua  Fraggia 
descending  from  the  N.  About  9  m* 
above  Chiavenna  it  passes,  on  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river,  the  grave 
of  the  villaee  of  Plewrs  or  Pwro^  bu* 
ried,  with  its  2430  Inhab.,  by  the 
fall  of  Monte  Conto,  on  the  nieht  of 
the  4th  of  Sept  1618.  It  was  a  beau- 
tiful and  thriving  place,  peopled  by 
industrious  Inhab.,  and  contained 
numerous  villas,  the  summer  resort  of 
the  citizens  of  Chiavenna.  •  It  now 
lies  beneath  a  heap  of  rocks  and  rub- 
bish, 60  ft  deep,  which  fills  up  the 
valley.  Every  soul  within  it  perished, 
and  the  long-continued  excavations 
of  all  the*  labourers  that  could  be  col- 
lected failed  in  rescuing  anything  alive 
or  d€«ul  from  the  ruins.  All  traces 
of  the  catastrophe  are  now  nearly 
obliterated,  and  the  spot  is  grown 
over  with  a  wood  of  chestnuts. 
The  inhabitants  received  many  pre- 
vious warnings,  which  were  unfortu- 
nately despised.  For  ten  years  pre- 
vious large  crevices  had  existed  on 
that  side  of  the  mountain;  and  heavy 
rains  preceded  the  catastrophe.  Masses 
of  rock  fell  the  day  before,  rents  were 
formed  in  the  mountain,  and  the 
shepherds  had  observed  their  cattle 
fly  from  the  spot  with  marks  of  ex- 
treme terror. 

The  Val  Bregaglia  (Germ.  Bergell) 
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is  fertile  and  very  picturesque:  it  is 
shut  in  by  high  mountains.  Many  of 
its  inhabitants  emigrate,  and  adopt  the 
profession  of  chimney-sweepers,  which 
they  exercise  in  some  of  the  large 
towns  of  the  Continent 

After  passing  through  Santa  Croce 
and  Villa  (Pontella),  the  road  quits 
the  Italian  territory  and  reaches  the 
Swiss  frontier  at 

3  m.  Castasegna  {Inn :  Schumacher's 
Bestaurant).  Above  this  the  white 
mulberry  no  longer  flourishes,  and 
this  is  therefore  the  limit  of  the  cul- 
ture of  the  silkworm.  A  little  way 
within  the  frontier  (rt)  is  the  Castle 
of  BondOf  belonging  to  that  branch  of 
the  Sails  family  (Soglio)  which  is 
settled  in  England.  The  ruined  Castle 
of  Castelmur  on  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Maira  is  conspicuous  by  reason  of  its 
tall  donjon,  100  ft.  high,  from  which 
two  wails,  15  ft.  high  and  10  thick, 
descend  into  the  gorge  to  the  ri\er 
side.  The  valley  was  formerly  closed 
here  by  a  gate,  and  the  castle  formed 
the  key  of  the  valley. 

6  m.  Vico  Soprano  ( Vespran)  ( Inn : 
Krone),  a  German  and  Protestant 
village  of  504  Inhab.,  on  the  L  bank 
of  the  Maira,  3380  ft  above  the  sea. 

[The  Zocoa  pass  leads  from  Vico 
Soprano  to  the  Baths  of  San  Martino 
and  to  Morbegno  in  the  Valteline  in 
about  10  hrs.    This  route  is  not  often 
traversed,  but  is  very  fine.    It  leaves 
the  high  road  about  half  way  to  Ca- 
saccia,  and  follows  the  course  of  the 
Albigna,  where  there  is  a  fine  water- 
fall ;  it  then  traverses  a  glacier  for  a 
short  distance,  and  then  across  patches 
of  snow  with  very  little  track  to  the 
head  of  the  pass.    After  a  very  steep 
descent,  a  solitary  ch&letis  after  some 
time  reached,  and  then  the  villa|pe  and 
baths  of  S.  Martino  in  the  Val  Masino, 
a  wild  and  striking  valley,  down  which 
there  is  a  good  road  to  Morbegno. 
A  guide  is  indispensable.] 
•'*  m.   Cfisiccia   {Inns   fair  for  the 
w  ?*y*  ^^^^»  AgostinoZuan'stoler- 
?    V'    a  village  situated    on   the  L 
bank  of  the  torrent,  which  after  passing 
Chiavenna  flows  into  the  Lago  Mez- 
2ola,  at  the  S.  side  of  the  Septimer, 
and  on  the  W.  of  the  Maloja^  over 


both  of  which  mountains  the  Bomans 
conducted  highways  in  the  age  of 
Augustus. 

[The  Mttretto  Pass  leads  to  Sondrio 
in  the  Valteline,  either  from  Casaocia, 
or  from  Maloja.  The  latter  is  the 
shorter  by  1  hr.,  and  is  usually  fol- 
lowed as  far  as  Chiesa  by  those  pe- 
destrians who  make  the  tonr  of  Mt. 
Bernina.  From  Maloja  (5941  ft.)  to 
Pian  Caning  (6520  ft)  1^  hr.,  follow- 
ing rt.  bank  of  stream.  Lcsave  the 
GL  del  Fomo  on  rt,  and  keep  the 
track  straight  to  the  snow.  This  path 
is  frequently  used  by  peasants.  In 
If  hr.  the  top  (8390  ft)  is  reached 
Now  keep  to  1.  and  quit  the  snow 
when  it  becomes  very  steep.  The  view 
of  the  Disgrazia  is  very  fine.  When 
the  path  divides  take  the  lower,  and 
keep  on  1.  bank  of  stream  to  Ghiareg- 
^io  m  2  hrs.  from  the  top;  only  three 
inhabited  houses  here.  If  the  owner 
is  at  home,  food  may  be  had  at  the 
one  close  to  the  ch.  Thence  to  Chiesa 
in  3  hrs.  ( Inn :  Osteria  Antica).  Heace 
to  Sondrio,  7^  miles.]  The  Septimer 
and  Furcula  passes  are  descriDed  io 
Rte.88. 

Above  Casacoia  the  Mahfa  road  is 
zigzagged  for  1  hour  of  ascent,  up  to 
(2^  m.)  the  Smnmit  of  the  Pass  (6060  ft^, 
a  oleak  and  barren  high  table-land: 
but  on  the  N.  side  the  descent  is  so  gra- 
dual as  not  to  require  the  skill  of  an 
engineer.  The  scenery  it  presents  i» 
not  so  grand  as  that  on  most  of  the 

S asses  in  the  main  ranee  of  the  Alps; 
ut  the  combination  of  the  lofty  and 
snow-clad  summits  of  the  Bernina, 
and  the  glaciers  descending  from 
them,  with  the  lakes,  close  to  the 
shore  of  which  the  road  is  carried, 
gives  this  pass  an  air  of  singular  pic- 
turesqueness.  Mabggia  (/an:  Foste, 
the  first  large  house  in  the  Engadine). 
(Mal-Alloggio  is  said  to  be  the  origin 
of  the  name. )  View  from  the  rock  op- 
posite the  inn,  over  Val  Bregaglia,  ic. 
A  little  way  further  the  roaid  falls  in 
with  the  infant  Inn  ^n  Romanach 
Oen  or  £nt),  here  a  mere  torrent 
which  hastens  to  pour  itself  into  the 
lake  of  Sils^  a  picturesoue  mountain 
basin,  3}  m.  long,  extending  as  far  as 
Sils.    This  lake  (in  Romansch  Leg  d« 
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Seglk>)  is  fed  by  the  much  smaller 
lake  of  Lugni,  2  m.  higher  up  in  the 
flank  of  Monte  Lungnino,  the  true 
source  of  the  Inn* 

Siltf  the  highest  village  of  the  £n- 
gadine.  {Inns :  H.  Entre-lac ;  Alpen- 
rose,  in  Sils-Maria.)  The  most  con- 
spieuoos  building  here  is  the  villa  of  a 
chocolate  manufacturer,  named  Josti, 
a  native  of  Davos,  who,  having  quitted 
Switzerland  a  b^Kar,  made  a  large 
fortune  in  one  of  the  capitals  of  N. 
Germany,  a  part  of  which  he  expended 
on  this  huge  and  unprofitable  struc- 
ture. 

[Hence  a  pass  leads  over  the  Yex 
Glacier  to  Chiesa  in  the  Yalteline:  the 
foot  of  the  glacier  is  5}  m.  from  Sils. 
Char>road  to  Curtins  (3  m.),  whence 
a  pass'leads  1.  between  the  Capiitschin 
and  the  Corvatz  to  the  Rosegg  Glacier, 
and  thence  to  Pontresina.] 

The  lake  of  Sils  is  succeeded  by 
two  other  small  lakes,  of  Silva  Plana, 
and  of  Campfeer,  through  both  of 
which  the  Inn  passes.    At 

Siha  Plana  {Inn :  Kreutz)  the  Ju- 
lier  road  enters  the  Engadine. 

The  road  from  thence  to  Samaden 
is  described  in  Rte.  92. 

Diligences  ply  in  summer. 


ROUTE  95. 

THE  ENGADINE  ;  SAMADEN  TO  NAUDERS, 
KST}  THE  PASS  OF  FIKSTERUUKZ. 

16}  stunden  =  50  miles. 

Stnnden.    Eng.  m. 


Samaden. 


Zemets  ^ 
Scbuols  J 
Naaders  . 


road. 


\ 


6 
6i 


9 

18 
15i 


DUigence  from  SamAden  to  Nauders. 
Good  carriage-road  along  1.  bank  of 
Inn  to  Martinsbruck.  N.B.  Read 
before  you  start  the  account  of  road 
between  Martinsbruck  and  Nauders, 
at  end  of  this  route.    A  carriage  and 


pair  from  Samftden  to  Innsbruck  costs 
*240  frs.,  and  5  frs.  a  day  to  driver. 
Timo  required  3  days,  stopping  1st  at 
Schuols,  2nd  at  Landeck. 

The  Engadine  (Engiadina),  or  Val- 
ley of  the  Upper  Inn,  is  nearly  60 
miles  long,  and  is  one  of  the  highest 
inhabited  valleys  among  the  Alps, 
varying  between  an  elevation  of  5600 
ft.  above  the  sea,  at  Sils,  the  highest 
village,  and  3234  ft  at  Martinsbruck, 
the  lowest.  There  is  no  other  valley 
among  the  Alps  where  so  many  and 
such  large  and  populous  villages  are 
to  be  found  at  so  great  an  elevation. 
It  has  at  least  20  tributary  valleys. 
Owing  to  its  elevation,  and  the  icy 
barrier  of  enormous  glaciers  whicK 
separates  it  from  Italy  on  the  S.,  it 
possesses  a  most  ungenial,  nay,  severe 
climate.  In  the  language  of  its  in* 
habitants  it  has  9  montns  of  winter 
and  3  of  cold  weather.  In  May 
1799  the  French  artillery  crossed  the 
lakes  on  the  ice.  The  only  g^in 
grown  in  it  is  rye  and  barley,  a 
stunted  crop  ;  and,  in  the  upper  por- 
tion, potatoes  rarely  come  to  ma- 
turity ;  yet  it  is  one  of  the  most  opu- 
lent valleys  among  the  Alps  ;  but  the 
source  of  its  wealth  must  be  sought 
for  in  another  theatre  than  the  vaUey 
itself.  Its  inhabitants  are,  indeed,  but 
little  addicted  to  agriculture.  The 
surface,  where  not  actually  bare  rock,  is 
either  covered  with  forests  or  converted 
to  pasture,  with  the  exception  of  small 
patches  on  the  lower  grounds,  set  apart 
for  the  plough  or  spade.  Owing  to 
the  want  of  hands  the  natives  in- 
trust the  gathering  of  the  hay-harvest 
to  Tyrolese  and  Swiss  haymakers, 
who  repair  hither  at  the  season  when 
their  labour  is  required.  The  sons 
of  the  valley,  for  the  most  part,  emi- 
grate at  an  early  age,  scatter  them- 
selves over  all  parts  of  the  Continent, 
and  may  be  found  in  most  of  the 
great  capitals  exercising  the  profes- 
sions of  pastrycooks,  confectioners, 
distillers  of  liqueurs,  clerks  in  ware- 
houses, keepers  of  cafes,  and  sellers 
of  chocolate.  Many  of  them,  in  the 
exercise  of  their  calling,  acquire  con- 
siderable wealth,  and  become  mil- 
lionnaires  in  florins,  vnth  which  they 
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retire  to  end  their  days  hj  the  side 
of  the  stream  of  their  native  yalley. 
They  display  their  wealth  especially 
in  the  architecture  of  their  houses, 
which  are  distinguished  by  their 
large  dimensions,  by  their  decorations 
of  whitewash  and  fresh  paints  One 
reason  for  their  large  size  is  that  they 
comprise,  under  one  roof,  bam,  stable, 
and  cowshed.  Owing  to  the  seyerity 
of  the  climate,  the  cattle  must  be 
kept  indoors  during  the  7  or  8  months 
of  winter.  "But  the  unvarying 
features  are  their  magnitude  ana 
solidity,  the  brilliancy  of  their  white- 
wash, and  their  little  windows,  fre- 
quently only  a  single  pane,  imbedded 
1^  foot  in  the  massive  stone  wall, 
and  better  adapted  to  exclude  the 
cold  Uian  to  admit  the  light.*'— (/.  F.) 
Poverty  is  rare,  beggary  almost  un- 
kno\m ;  and  the  people,  who  are, 
except  at  the  village  of  Tarasp,  Pro- 
testants, are  creditably  distinguished 
for  their  morality.  Their  pastors  are 
held  in  great  respect,  but  their  pay  is 
miserable.  The  sabbath  is  strictly  ob- 
served ;  strangers  only  are  allowed  on 
that  day  to  ride  or  drive,  and  that  not 
until  after  church-time. 

Since  1852,  when  the  influx  of  tra- 
vellers began  greatly  to  increase,  great 
improvements  have  taken  place  in  the 
accommodation  for  travellers,  and 
many  new  Inns  have  been  built  in 
the  Upper  Engadine,  especially  at  St. 
Moritz,  Samaden,  Pontresina.  In  the 
Lower  Engadine,  except  at  Tarasp, 
the  Inna  are  inferior,  and  the  traveller 
must  sometimes  content  himself  with 
hard  rye-bread,  baked  only  once  a  quar- 
ter, eggs,  cheese,  and  perhaps  coffee. 
The  universal  language  is  the  Ro- 
iruffuch  (see  Rte.  66) ;  but  among 
the  returned  emigrants,  in  almost 
every  village,  may  be  found  indivi- 
duals speakmg  French,  Italian,  or  even 
English,  so  that  it  is  seldom  that  the 
stranger  will  not  find  an  interpreter. 
The  wine  of  the  Valteline  may  be 
had  ^ood  and  cheap.  The  valley 
contams  10,000  Inhab. 

Most  of  the  higher  Alpine  pastures 
of  the  Engadine  are  let  out  every  sum- 
mer to  Bersaini^^que  shepherds,  from 
the  valleys  Seriana  and  Brembana,  on 


the  Italian  side  of  the  Alps->a  wild» 
roueh  set  of  men,  but  hardy  and  honest, 
clad  in  homespun  brown  and  white 
blankets,  and  reeding  frugally  on  po- 
lenta of  maixe-meal,  and  a  little  cheese. 
They  arrive  about  the  beginning  of 
July,  with  their  flocks  lean  and  meagre, 
after  their  long  march,  performed 
generally  in  the  cool  of  the  night. 
After  a  solitary  sojourn  of  nearly  •'• 
months,  spending  c^en  the  ni^t  as 
well  as  day  in  the  open  air  among 
their  flocks,  they  return  home  with 
fattened  kine  and  long  fleeces,  which 
are  sold  to  the  wool  manufacturers  of 
Bergamo. 

The  upper  extremity  of  the  £nga- 
dine  valley,  from  the  pass  of  the  Ma- 
loja  to  St.  Moritz,  has  been  deecribed 
in  Btes.  92,  94.  St.  Moritx  is  com- 
fortable head-quarters  for  visitingf  the 
glaciers  of  the  Berjuna,  and  ascend- 
mg  the  Piz  Languard;  but  Pontre- 
sina is  nearer,  and,  as  it  now  aflrord« 
good  accommodation,  it  will  be  gene- 
rally preferred  (see  Rte.  96).  Lie  l^ese, 
3  m.  oelow  Puschiavo,  is  becoming  a 
favourite  resting-place.    (Rte.  98.) 

Leaving  Sam&den  by  the  high  road, 
the  first  village  is  Bevers,  and  the 
next  is, 

4}  m.  Ponte  (Irms:  Albula;  Krone\ 
where  the  path  from  the  Albula  (Rte. 
93)  falls  into  the  valley. 

The  possession  of  tne  bridge  over 
the  Inn  which  gives  its  name  to  this 
villaee  was  desperately  disputed  bv 
the  French  and  Austrians  on  tlie 
9th  March,  1799.  They  fought  for 
6  hrs.  in  the  snow,  which  in  some 
places  was  5  ft.  deep.    Further  on  is 

Madulem,  and  over  the  latter  vil- 
lage towers  the  ruined  Castle  of  Gar' 
daval,  built  1251  by  Bp.  Polkard  of 
Coire,  to  guard  his  estates.  The  storv 
of  its  capture  by  Adam  of  CamogasL 
is  a  mytn. 

Zutz^  or  Zuoz  (Inns:  SchweixerbanJ. 
good  beds;  Kreutz),  is  a  village  of 
550  Inhab,  An  old  tower  still  reniain> 
of  the  Stammhaus,  or  original  eastk< 
of  the  family  of  Planta,  who,  as  fiir 
back  as  1189,  held  the  Engadiiie  in 
feof.  The  climate  here  first  becomes 
a  little  milder,  Zuta  being  sheltered 
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from  the  cold  blasts  desoending  from 
tbMAloja. 

Scon/i  (Irni:  Tranbe)  is  one  of  the 
finest  and  most  pojpuious  Tillages  in 
the  Taller.  Pop.  500.  Here  the  cha- 
racteristic features  of  the  habitations 
beein  gradually  to  disappear.  The 
liluges  below  this  scarcely  diffsr  in 
aspect  from  those  of  Tyrol 

XThere  is  a  char-road  to  the  L  from 
near  the  ruined  Tower  of  Oapella, 
aboat  a  mile  below  Scanfs,  to  Sul- 
ssnna;  and  thence  to  Daros,  over  the 
Scaktta  bridle-pass,  7820  ft;  a  dis- 
tance of  about  8  hrs.  The  top  of  the 
pass  is  marked  by  a  hut  capable  of 
affording  shelter.  Diirrenboden  is 
1  hr.  beyond  the  top.  There  is  a  good 
char-road  thence  to  Davos.  The 
Schwartzhorn  well  deserves  ascent.  It 
is  3  hrs.  climb,  and  N.E.,  from  Diirren- 
boden. The  views  extend  to  a  great 
distance.] 

[From  Zutz,  or  Scanfe,  Bormio 
may  be  reached  in  11  or  12  hrs.  The 
path  mounts  from  the  latter  village 
nearly  due  £.  into  the  Vat  Casscma, 
and  crosses  the  ridge  at  the  head  of 
that  valley  to  Livigno  (about  6  hrs. 
from  Scanfs),  the  principal  village  in 
the  Vol  Lioiffno.  Hither  the  Due  de 
Rohan,  the  iiuguenot  leader,  marched, 
1635,  to  pounce  down  upon  the  Austri- 
ans  in  the  Valteline.  From  hence  an 
easy  pass  loads  in  5  hrs.,  by  the  valley 
of  Pedenotf  to  Borano.  For  the  Flueia 
pass  to  Davos  see  Rte.  100.] 

Cinuschkel  is  the  last  village  of 
Ober-Engadine.  The  Inn  flows  throneh 
a  narrow  goree,  and  near  Brail  ue 
road  crosses  a  lofty  stone  bridge  (Punt 
Aut — Ponte  Alto)  over  a  deep  ravine, 
marking  the  division  between  Upper 
and  Jjower  Engadine.  The  country 
is  poor,  and  not  very  interesting,  whik 
the  road  is  much  more  hilly. 

Zemeti  {Inns:  Posts ;  Lion  d'Or; 
Lowe,  kept  by  the  bear-hunter  and 
guide  Fill)  is  a  considerable  village, 
with  a  handsome  oh.  and  two  feudal 
towers,  one  of  which  anciently  belonged 
to  a  branch  of  the  Planta  family,  and 
is  called  Wildenberg.  [Up  the  opposite 
valley  of  Fomo  runs  a  path  into  the 
Miinster  Thai,  by  the  Buffahra  Pasa— 
^  7  hours'  walking.   It  is  a  tolerable 


char-road.  Afteramdnal  ascent  from 
Zemets  it  descends  into  a  desolate 
valley,  where  is  a  wretched  inn,  Al 
Fuom  (2  hrs.),  the  only  house  between 
the  two  places.  The  top  of  the  pass 
is  reached  in  2^  hrs.  from  this,  and 
a  fine  view  is  obtained  of  the  Munster 
Thai,  which  is  reached  at  Tschierf 
(1^  hr.)  :  2  hrs.  more  bring  you  to 
Santa  Afaria,"  By  keeping  to  the  S. 
or  rt  hand  branch  of  the  stream  in 
ascending  from  iSemets,  the  Val  Li- 
vigno is  entered.  From  Livigno  a 
pass  of  no  difficulty  leads  in  5  hrs. 
to  Bormio  at  the  foot  of  the  8tel- 
vio  pass.  By  keeping  up  the  Val 
Livigno  yon  can  re-enter  Switzerland, 
either  by  a  pass  to  the  S*  which  takes 
you  into  the  Bemina,  or  E.  into  the 
Val  di  Fain  near  Pontresina.] 

About  5  m.  farther  is 

SOsst  t^  small  villaee  with  a  rough, 
but  clean,  little  /im,  Krone.  There  is 
a  path  over  the  Vereina  Pass  to 
Klosters  in  the  Prattigau  (Rte.  98). 

[Behind  (N.  of)  Lavin  {Inn :  Post) 
rises  the  Piz  Linard^  10,510  ft.,  whose 
summit  has  been  scaled  (in  7^  hrs.) 
only  4  or  5  times.  It  is  said  to  com- 
mand a  marvellous  view  over  more 
than  fifty  jpeaks,  exceeding  8000  ft.  in 
height,  (rood  euide  required.  The 
way  is  by  Saeliaiutz,  Platta  Mala,  and 
the  cleft  called  ««Chamin"  which  is 
ascended  like  a  chimney,  by  aid  of 
knees  and  elbows.] 

The  names  Lavin,  Zutz,  and  Ar- 
detz,  3  villages  in  this  part  of  the 
Engadine,  are  said  to  be  a  Romansch 
corruption  of  the  Latin  Ijavinium, 
Tutium,  and  Ardea. 

The  villages  are  often  perched  on 
the  top  of  steep  heights,  as  in  the  case 
of  Guarda.  The  new  road  keeps  to 
the  foot  of  the  hills,  near  the  Inn, 
here  running  in  a  deep  chasm. 

[A  little  below  Aroetz,  near  which 
rises  the  Castle  Steinsberg^  visitors 
bound  to  the  villa^  of  Tarasp  must 
cross  the  Inn.  This  is  the  only  German 
and  Roman  Cath.  village  in  the  Enga- 
dine: it  is  3976  ft.  above  the  sea-leveL 
The  ruined  Castle  on  the  hill  above 
belonged  to  one  of  the  Plantas.  2  m. 
lower  down,  on  the  same  side  (rt. 
bank)  of  the  Inn,  is  Vvlpera^  whose 
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powerful  drastic  mineral  springs  have 
caused  Inns  and  Pensions  to  be  built. 
Pension  Zanoli ;  Earl ;  Arquint. 

The  carriage-road  descends  in  zig- 
zags to 

12  m.  Tarasp  {Bath-house  and  Hotel, 
between  the  post-road  and  the  river, 
one  of  the  handsomest  establishments 
in  Switzerland,  built  by  a  company, 
cost  60,000/. ;  200  rooms,  300  beds,  70 
bath-cabinets  supplied  with  the  waters). 
It  lies  in  a  well,  as  it  were.  It  is  con- 
nected by  a  bridge  with  the  Mineral 
Springs — 2  saline-sulphureous,  resem- 
bling those  of  Kissingen  and  Vichy ; 

2  chalybeate,  nearly  identical  with 
those  of  S  t.  Mori  tz.  Resident  physician. 
Carriages  and  horses  for  hire.  The 
Krexdiberg  is  a  wonderful  point  of  view. 

2  m.  Schuols  OT  Schulz  {Inns:  Hdtel 
Belvedere,  in  Lower  Schuols;  Post, 
in  Ober-Schuols;  Helvetia),  the  most 
populous  place  in  the  valley,  contains 
950  Inhao.,  and  is  grandly  situated, 
with  fine  views,  over  the  gorge  of 
the  Inn,  of  the  mountains  beyond. 
There  is  much  corn-land  near  this. 
Avalanches  sometimes  fall  from  the 
hill  of  Balluns  behind. 

The  neighbourhood  of  Schuols  and 
Tarasp  is  distinguished  for  the  num- 
ber and  potency  of  its  mineral  waters, 
rising  on  a  line  of  fault  between  the 
gneiss  and  mica-slate  for  a  distance  of 

3  m.  Not  far  from  them,  in  places, 
Mofettas,  or  jets  of  carbonic  acid  gas, 
arise,  destructive  to  insects,  mice,  or 
birds  that  approach  them.  Below  the 
old  ch.,  2  bndges  over  the  Inn  and  the 
Clemgia  conduct  to  Tarasp  vill.  3  m. 

From  Tarasp  the  Miinster  Thai 
may  be  reached  by  the  Scarl  Thai,  It 
is  about  as  far  as  by  the  Buffalora 
Pass.  At  Tschierf  there  is  a  wretched 
Inn;  2  hrs.  above  it  is  Sta.  Maria.] 

5  m.  Remits.  Near  this  a  bridge  of 
wood,  Ponte  Piedra,  crosses  the  gorge 
of  Wraunka  TobeL  Above  it  is  the 
ruined  castle  Chiamuff,  burnt  by  the 
Anstrians  in  1475. 

The  scenery  of  the  valley  of  the  Inn 
is  grand  on  approaching 

64  m.MartinsbHickCPomATtmo)  (Inn: 
Post,  Lowe),  the  last  place  in  the 
■Rngadme.    [A  footpath  follows  the  1. 

nk  of  the  river  into  the  grand  gorge  I 


of  Finstermttoz.]  Here  the  road 
leaves  the  Inn  and  taJces  a  circait..  It 
is  little  better  than  a  watercourse,  and 
so  excessively  steep  that  heavy  carri- 
ages must  be  drawn  up  bj^  two  yoke 
of  oxen,  and  1^  br.  is  required  to  per- 
form the  stage.  Travellers  shooid 
write  or  tel^^aph  on  to  Martinsbriick 
to  have  oxen  m  readiness  and  save 
time.  You  ascend  a  wooded  eminence, 
the  boundary  between  Switzerland  and 
Tyrol,  and  enter  the  Austrian  Ihmtier 
a  short  while  before 

3}  m.  Nauders  {Inn:  Post,  tolerable), 
1  m.  from  the  defile  of  Finstermnnz. 
(See  Handbook  for  South  Gerrwrny.) 


ROUTE  96. 

PASS  OF  THE  BERNINA,  FBOM  8A11AI>£X 
IN  THE  ENGADINE,  BY  FO^iTRBStZrA, 
TO  TIRANO  IN  THE  YALTELINE. 

13J  stunden  =  40  miles. 

Stondeo.  £Dg.in. 
Su&Adeii. 

Ponlresina li    .      4i 

Bernlnalnns    .     .     •     .    3      .      6 

PuflchiAvo 6(    .    I9i 

Tlrano 34     .    10 

A  carriaee-road,  in  part  yery  well 
constructed,  has  been  completed.  Di- 
lig^ence  daily  from  Samaden  to  Pus- 
chiavo  in  7  j  hrs.,  to  Tirano  in  10  hrs. 
On  foot  the  distance  may  be  shortened 
some  5  miles.  This  pass  offers  several 
magnificent  views. 

Between  Samaden  and  Puschiavo 
very  good  accommodation  is  to  be 
found  at  Pontresina  where  also  re- 
sides one  of  the  few  good  guides  for 
the  Engadine,  Colani,  a  miller  and  a 
good  shot. 

I'he  Bemina  Alps  are  a  rery  lofty 
and  gprand  chain  of  mountains,  sepa- 
rating the  valleys  of  the  Engadme 
and  of  Bregaglia  on  the  N.,  frtun  the 
Yalteline  on  the  S.  The  highest, 
called  Pis  Bemina,  and  also,  thongh 
incorrectly,  Piz  Mordratsch,  is  13,297 
ft.  in  height.  5  or  6  other  peaks  ex- 
ceed 12,000  Eng.  ft.  These  form,  after 
the  great  chain  of  the  Pennine  Alps, 
the  I)auphin^,  and  the  Bernese  Alps, 
the  loftiest  range  in  Europe.  Their 
glaciers  have  l^en  very  imperfectly 
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explored.      Several   arduous   passes 
cross  the  chain. 

From  Samddm  (Bte.  92)  the  road 
turns  S^  ascending  the  Val  Fontre- 
sina,  by  the  rt.  bank  of  the  torrent 
flats.  [There  is  a  footpath  from  St. 
Horitz  to  Pontresina,  which  crosses 
the  Inn  between  the  Uke  and  the 
waterfidl,  and  leads  by  a  pool  and 
through  a  wood  over  the  shoulder  of 
the  low  spur  between  the  Inn  and  the 
flatz.]  There  are  fir  forests  in  this 
Talley  7000  feet  above  the  sea-level, 
mostly  consisting  of  the  P«m»  cem- 
hra. 

Poniretma  (/iMs:  Krone,  good,  very 
hJT  living,  noisy  at  niffht;  Weisses 
Erentz,  also  sood  ana  reasonable; 
H.  Ziun  Gletficher,  ^  m.  from  the  vil- 
lage, very  clean) — a  considerable  vil- 
lage; f^t  becomine  to  the  Bernina 
what  Zermatt  is  to  Aite.  Rosa;  seated 
at  the  foot  of  a  snow-capped  moun- 
tain, at  the  junction  of  two  elacier- 
headed  valleys,  5566  ft.  above  the  sea- 
leveL  It  is  4  m.  from  the  valley  of 
the  Inn.  Chora  and  guides  may  be  pro- 
cured here  at  a  bureau  established  in 
the  village.  There  is  now  a  regular 
tariff  for  all  the  excursions,  upwards 
of  fifty  in  number.  Jenni  is  a  first- 
rate  guide ;  so  is  Enderlin,  host  of  the 
Kreutz.  There  is  an  excellent  view  of 
the  Rosegg  Glacier  and  peaks  from  the 
meadow  acyoining  the  ch.  at  the  back 
of  the  village.  Saraz's  collection  of 
staffed  animals  is  exceedingly  inte- 
resting.  From  this  place,  from  St. 
Moritz,  or  from  Le  Rese,  Excwnovu 
may  be  made  to  many  objects  of  in- 
terest. The  most  attractive  excur- 
sion from  Fontresina  is 

<u  The  ascent  of  the  Piz  Languard. 
The  summit,  10,724  ft.  above  the 
sea,  is  more  easily  reached  than  most 
points  of  at  all  equal  height,  and  the 
panorama  one  of  the  finest  in  the 
entire  chain  of  the  Alps.  It  not  only 
includes  the  whole  of  Kastem  Switzer- 
land and  part  of  the  Tyrol,  but  in 
very  clear  weather  is  said  to  extend  to 
Monte  Bosa  and  Mont  Blanc  Horses 
may  be  taken  2-3rds  of  the  wa^  to  the 
summit  (charge  7  fr.  and  trinkgeld 
for  the  boy  who  remains  to  take  care 
of  them.    A  guide  (charge  7  fr.)  is 


necessary,  except  for  thoroughly- 
practised  mountaineers;  he  will  carry 
provisions  and  some  extra  covering  to 
wear  while  resting  at  the  top.  The 
ascent  requires  3  hrs.;  the  descent 
may  be  made  in  2^  hrs.  or  less.  A 
panoramic  view,  firom  a  point  a  little 
oelow  the  summit,  has  been  executed 
by  the  Leipzig  painter  Georgi,  who 
had  a  hut  constructed  for  the  purpose. 
Mountaineers  may  vary  the  descent 
by  crossing  the  Fuorkla  Glacier  (to 
the  S.E.),  and  over  La  Fischa  into  the 
Val  de  Fain  (ci),  and  so  to  Fontresina 
in  6  hrs. 

6.  The  Bosegg  or  Bosetsch  Glacier 
is  reached  through  the  Sotetach  Thai 
or  Val  JSoaaruu  There  is  a  rough  char- 
road  nearly  to  the  foot  of  the  glacier, 
2^  hrs.  from  Fontresina.  The  glacier 
itself  is  very  easy  to  walk  upon,  and 
ladies  may  with  safety  spend  an  agree- 
able day  in  exploring  its  beauties, 
A  longer  and  more  fati^ng  excur- 
sion for  active  pedestrians  may  be 
made  to  a  green  alp  called  **Agag- 
liouls"  (middle  point),  which  is  on 
the  summit  of  the  mass  of  rock  sepa- 
rating the  two  glacier  streams.  A 
guide  is  necessary.  A  circle  of  snowy 
peaks,  not  visible  from  elsewhere  at 
the  same  time,  surrounds  this  Alp ; 
the  Tschierva,  Mortiratsch,  Bernina, 
Rosegg,  Sella,  Capiitschin,  and  Fis 
Corvatsch.  [The  Fuorkla  Pass,  said 
to  be  not  very  difficult,  turns  off 
to  the  rt  about  20  min.  before 
reaching  the  glacier  from  Fontre- 
sina, and  leads  thence  in  6  hrs.  to 
Silva  Plana.  The  col  is  just  above 
a  large  black  rock,  which  is  visible 
from  Silva  Plana  in  a  S.B.  direction, 
and  is  an  excellent  landmark  to  tra- 
vellers from  that  side.  This  pass  is 
to  be  recommended  for  its  view  of  the 
Bernina  range.] 

c.  The  Mortiratsch  Gf2ad«r  (see  below) 
is  tiie  largest  in  the  Bernina  chain. 
The  carriage-road  passes  within  1  m. 
of  its  foot.  An  active  pedestrian  may 
combine  a  visit  to  this  glacier  with  the 
Fass  of  the  Bernina,  reaching  Fus- 
chiavo  in  the  evening. 

d.  The  Val  de  Fain,  on  the  S.  side  of 
the  Fiz  Languard.  The  scenery  is  very 
fine,  and  many  rare  plants  are  fomid 
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there.  The  la  StretU  pass  leads  from 
thence  into  the  Val  Livigno,  and  so  to 
Z^metz  or  to  Bonnio  (see  Bte.  95).  By 
another  pass  to  the  N.  it  is  possible 
to  rea4sh  ronte,  and,  returning  to  Sa- 
miden  or  Fontresina,  complete  the 
tonr  of  the  Pis  Lauguard  in  1  day. 

e.  The  Dictwlezza,  ascending  the 
Mortiratsch  Glacier  (or  the  rooks 
at  the  side  of  it,  and  then  taking 
the  ice)  as  ftir  as  Boval,  and  the 
junction  of  the  Vadret  Pen,  where 
there  is  a  cnrious  island  of  rock 
jntting  out  of  the  ice — **  the  Jardin  " 
of  this  district — called  Ttola  Pen,  com- 
manding a  magnificent  view.  Moun- 
taineers may  cross  the  Pers  glacier 
towards  the  foot  of  Mont  Pers,  and, 
ascending  along  a  wearisome  slope  of 
debris,  succeeded  by  a  rough  bit  of 
rockwork,  reach  the  Col  of  the  Dia- 
voiezzoj  between  that  peak  and  Mont 
Pers. 

View  magnifoent,  Descend  by  a 
steep  bit  of  glacier  to  a  remarkable 
hollow  containing  a  lovely  blue  lake, 
into  which  huee  masses  of  ice  pre- 
cipitate thems^ves  from  the  glaciers 
of  Mont  Pers,  800  ft.  above.  Then 
bear  down  to  L,  and  descend  to  Ber- 
nina  Inns,  A  most  striking  excur- 
sion: may  be  taken  the  reverse  way^ 
starting  from  Bemina  Inns. 

In  aiicending  by  the  high  road  to 
the  Bemina  Pass  the  great  elacier  of 
Mortiratschispassedalmostc&se  to  the 
road,  about  an  hour  above  Pontresina. 
It  fills  to  its  mouth  the  lateral  valley 
in  whidii  it  lies;  seeming  to  be  kent 
in  by  a  fir-clad  ridge  of  rock,  whicn, 
with  the  exception  of  a  slight  deft  in 
the  middle,  completely  closes  the  en- 
trance of  the  valley.  Being  squeezed, 
as  it  were,  upwards,  in  consequence 
of  the  opposition  to  its  longitudinal 
expansion  offered  by  this  obstruction, 
it  rises  to  a  good  height  above  its 
fringe  of  trees.  This  gUcier  is  of  the 
lareest  size,  and  has  an  immense  cen- 
tral moraine.  Its  head  is  encircled 
by  a  number  of  snowy  peaks,  among 
them  the  Piz  Mortiratsch  and  the 
Palo. 

The  glacier  may  most  easily  be 
reaohed  from  its  eastern  side,  whence, 
aft^  a  c»ertain  distanc^i  there  is  no 


difiicnlty  in  descending  on  to  the  ice 
and  crossing  to  the  opposite  side. 

Soad  owr  the  Bemina  Pas$, 

20  min.  walk  above  the  highest 
houses  of  Pontresina,  near  a  saw-miU, 
is  a  fine  waterfall  formed  by  the 
stream  from  the  Languard. 

In  2  zigzags  the  road  surmounts 
a  projecting  rock  of  granite.  [Just 
below  this  the  old  road,  diverging  rt., 
leads  by  a  bridge  over  the  Bemina 
stream  to  the  Mortiratsch  Glacier 
(see  above).3 

By  the  high  road  the  great  glacier 
of  Mortiratsch  is  passed  close  on  the 
rt,  1  hr.  above  Pontresina.  It  fills  to 
its  mouth  the  lateral  valley  in  which 
it  lies;  being  restrained  by  a  fir-dad 
ridee,  which,  with  the  exception  of  a 
deft  in  the  middle,  closes  the  valley. 
It  rises  to  a  height  above  its  fringe  of 
trees.  This  gl«:ier  is  of  the  largest 
size,  and  has  an  immense  central  mo- 
raine. It  may  most  easily  be  reached 
from  its  eastern  side,  whence,  after  a 
little,  there  is  no  di£Rculty  in  descend- 
ing on  to  the  ice  and  crossing  to  the 
oj^posite  side.  Rt.  of  the  road,  Falls 
oi  the  Bemina. 

6  m.  Berndna  Inns — 3  cabarets  in  a 
desolate  place,  1^  hr.  below  the  sum- 
mit, at  tne  mouth  of  I.  the  Val  de 
Fain.    Halt  of  mules. 

[7b  t/ie  Bathe  of  Bormio,  Foot-path. 
Turn  to  L  just  past  the  Bemina  ch&lets, 
cross  the  stream,  follow  path  up  Val 
del  Fain  to  Col  of  La  Stretta,  2^  hrs. 
Path  down,  at  first  steep  and  fairly 
marked ;  cross  to  rt.  bank  by  first 
bridge  after  the  junction  of  two 
streams;  recross  about  1  hr.  before 
Livigno,  2f  hrs.  {Inn :  Battista  Bor- 
mellini*s  house,  nearly  through  the 
village,  on  L  side,  Tso,  8,  the  only 
place  where  anything  to  eat  can  be 
had  during  the  day.)  From  Livigno 
to  Trepalie  over  a  steep  hill,  the  top 
markea  by  a  crucifix,  1  hr.  5  min. 
The  cur4  who  lives  in  the  Casa  Pa- 
rocchiale,  dose  to  the  church,  is  ex- 
ceedingly obliging — wine  and  liqueur 
to  be  nad  there.  From  Trepalie  to 
top  of  Foscagno  1  hr.  10  min.— N.B. 
Go  100  yards  to  rt.  of  path  on  summit 
in  order  to  hare  a  clear  view  down 
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Val  Semogo;  regain  the  path  without 
retracing  your  steps.  From  top 
always  take  the  lower  road,  keepiug 
as  near  the  river  as  possible  on  tne  1. 
bank.  At  Isolaccia  cross  to  the  rt. 
bank ;  recross  by  the  next  bridge. 
Just  before  entering  Premaglio  turn 
to  the  1.,  and  do  not  cross  the  torrent 
that  comes  down  from  the  Stelvio  till 
a  little  past  the  Forge.  From  top  of 
Foscagno  to  baths  of  Bormio,  3  hrs.] 

^  m.  The  Summit  (new  Inn,  1867), 
7695  ft.  above  the  sea-level,  Ues  be- 
tween 2  small  lakes,  the  Black  (Leg 
Nair),  which  discharges  into  the  Inn, 
and  the  White,  fed  by  glaciers,  which 
runs  into  the  Adda.  Near  the  Logo 
Bianco  the  new  road  turns  off  to  the 
L,  and,  crossing  the  neighbouring 
ridge  of  the  Camin,  passes  down  by 

o^  m.  La  Busa  (a  poor  mountain 
Inn),  and 

3  m.  Pisciadella,  into  the  beautiful 
vallev  of  PuscMavo, 

[To  Bormio  by  the  Val  Viola  pass, 
6  hrs.  Leave  the  high  road  1.  below 
La  Rusa  (if  ascending,  below  Piscia- 
della),  and  ascend  the  Valle  di  Campo, 
which  leads  to  the  Val  Viola,  a  con- 
tinuation of  it  at  a  higher  level.  Be- 
fore reaching  Val  Viola  the  path 
branches  (L  up  the  Val  Agone  to 
Livigno) :  our  route  is  straight  on,  and 
leads  over  the  1.  of  the  head  of  Val 
Viola.  Descending  N.,  tlie  path  is 
well  traced,  and  meets  the  char-road 
at  Isolaccia,  6  m  from  Bormio.] 

[The  old  path  is  continued  along 
the  rt  (W.)  margin  of  the  lakes,  pass- 
ing close  to  them  for  about  3  m.,  with 
the  Cambrera  glacier  descending  close 
upon  it  from  the  Bemina.  The  stream 
which  issues  from  the  lakes  falls  too 
precipitously  into  the  valley  to  be  fbl- 
lowea  by  the  track,  and  accordingly  the 
path  takes  a  sweep  to  the  rt,  turning 
a  shoulder  of  the  mountain,  and  thus 
accomplishing  the  1st  stage  of  the  de- 
scent at  a  small  hamlet  caSed  Cavaglia, 
with  a  miserable  auberge.  Bears  are 
not  at  all  uncommon  nere.  At  this 
part  of  the  road  you  obtain  a  mag- 
nificent view  over  the  glacier  of 
Palu,  one  of  the  most  beautifully 
'  -tned  glaciers  which  can  be  seen  in 
tzerland.    These  glaciers  give  an 


interest  to  this  "path  far  superior 
to  that  by  La  Rusa.  Hence  the 
stream  ma[kes  another  rapid  descent 
to  the  level  of  Puschiavo,  of  which, 
and  of  the  beautiful  lake  beyond,  a 
fine  prospect  is  opened  during  the 
2nd  descent  The  track  lies  over 
ledges  of  rock,  and  down  narrow 
watercourses.  The  main  road,  which 
is  excellent,  is  entered  a  short  distaace 
above  Puschiavo. 

This  route,  however,  is  so  full  of 
obstructions  and  difficulties,  that 
horsemen  generally  prefer  the  circuit 
by  Pisciadella,  thougn  it  adds  5  m.  to 
the  journey.] 

&|  m.  Puschiavo  (Inns :  Croix  Fed^- 
rale,  or  Croce  Bianca,  good  and  rea- 
sonable, a  curious  old  house;  H. 
Albricci),  a  town  of  3000  Inhab.,  bnilt 
in  the  Italian  fashion,  the  principal 
place  in  the  valley,  is  mainly  sup- 
ported by  the  considerable  traffic  of 
^ods  through  it  Rom.  Cath.  Ch., 
date  1494.  Above  it,  on  a  height, 
stand  the  ruins  of  the  castle  of  OligatL 

Nearly  one-third  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  populous  valley  are  Protest- 
ants ;  but  owing  to  the  jealousy  of 
the  Roman  Catholics,  their  church  is 
almost  a  fortress,  and  capable  of  de- 
fence against  attacks.  The  langoage 
spoken  by  them  is  a  corrupt  Ita&an. 

About  3  m.  lower  down,  the  road, 
which  is  here  excellent,  skirts  the  W. 
margin  of  the  charming  little  lake  of 
Puschiavo,  famed  for  its  large  trottt. 

Le  Prese,  beautifully  situated  near 
the  N.  end  of  the  lake,  is  frequented 
for  its  charming  situation,  its  sonny 
climate,  and  sulphureous  waters.  Thd 
Bathing  cstaSlishment  is  well  managed 
and  reasonable  (Pension  6  fr.).  The 
baths,  lined  with  marble,  are  vrell 
kept,  and  many  Lombard  viutors  ro- 
sort  to  this  place. 

6}  m.  Bntsio  is  the  last  Swiss  village. 
On  quitting  the  lake,  the  torrent  Pus- 
chiavo passes  through  a  very  nar- 
row deme,  barely  allowing  room  for 
the  road  and  the  stream.  It  is  a 
raging  torrent,  and,  as  it  approaches 
the  Adda,  requires  to  be  restrained 
within  stone  dykes  of  solid  masonry, 
which  have  nevertheless  proved  insuf- 
ficient to  protect  its  banks  from  inun- 
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datioiL.  Beyond  this,  the  Valteline,  or 
VfUo  of  the  Adda,  opens  out  at 

3  m.  Madonna  di  Tirana  (^Inn^  zur 
Madonna,  good).  See  Handbook  for 
South  Germany. 

An  active  pedestrian  taking  the 
short  cut  hy  Cavaglia  may  reach 
Pontresina  from  hence  in  10  hrs. — 
;>  hrs.  to  PuschiaTO,  4  hrs.  to  summit 
of  pass,  3  hrs.  to  Pontresina. 

[The  circuit  of  the  Bemina  ranee 
may  be  made  from  Puschiavo  or  £e 
Prese,  by  crossing  the  Canciano  pass 
to  Chiesa  in  Italy,  and  thence  by  the 
Mnretto  pass  to  Malloja.  The  Can- 
ciano commences  1  m.  from  Le  Prese, 
opposite  a  stone  bridge,  which  crosses 
the  stream  by  which  the  road  from 
PuschiaTO  runs.  It  ascends  the  hill 
rapidly,  and,  after  passing  some  scat- 
tered cottages,  goes  below  a  waterfall, 
L  About  Uiis  point  the  traveller  can 
detect  the  gap  in  the  ridge  which 
marks  the  summit  of  the  pass.  The 
path  soon  crosses  the  stream  close  to 
a  ch&let  and  bam,  and  little  trace  of 
it  remains.  It  bears,  however,  towards 
the  rocks  upon  the  rt.,  and,  after 
crossing  the  summit,  continues  on  the 
rt.  of  the  stream  below.  The  descent 
beyond  is  rough,  and  partly  in  very 
steep  zigzags  somewhat  resembling 
the  Gemmi.  At  the  foot  of  it  lies 
Lonzada,  and  i  hr.  further  Chiesa 
(H.  Osteria  Antica,  poor  enough)* 
The  time  required  is  8}  to  9  hrs.  No 
sort  of  refreshment  can  be  procured 
on  the  way.  From  Chiesa  to  the  Enga- 
dine  by  the  Muretto  pass,  Rte.  94; 
Pontresina  to  Puschiavo,  Rte.  96.] 


ROUTE  98. 

THE  PRATTIGAU— COIRB  OK  RAOATZ  TO 
8U8S  IN  THE  ENGADINE. 

Stnnden.  Eng.ni. 
Colre.  liandqaart  Stat. 

KUblb 41    .    15 

Kloften 2|    .      7i 

mm 8      .24 

This  route  lies  through  an  unfre- 
quented but  not  uninteresting  dis- 
trict.   A  few  days  may  be  well  spent 


in  exploring  the  mountains  at  the 
head  of  the  Priittigau.  The  ascent 
begins  either  from  the  Zizers  Stat 
or  from  Malans,  near  the  Landquart 
Stat,  on  the  Coire  Rly.  Diligence  from 
the  Stat  by  good  carriage-road  up  the 
valley  as  far  as  Klosters,  and  thence 
into  the  Davos  Thai,  in  7^  hrs.  to 
Davos-Platz.  The  pedestrian  will  pre- 
fer to  start  from 

MalanSy  a  village  of  1054  Inhab., 
overlooked  by  several  ruined  castles, 
the  chief  of  which  is  Schloss  Bodmer^ 
one  of  the  numerous  castles  be- 
longing to  the  De  SaHs  family, 
and  situated  near  the  mouth  of  the 
Prditigau  (Rom.  Val  Partfoz).  The 
entrance  of  that  valley  is  through  the 
narrow  gorge  or  defile  of  Klus^  griving 
passage  to  the  waters  of  the  Land" 
quarts  a  furious  torrent  which  tra- 
verses the  valley.  This  pass  was  once 
commanded  by  the  castle  Fragstein, 
whose  ruins  are  still  visible  ;  a  wall, 
extending  down  to  the  Landquart, 
once  closed  the  passage  into  the  valley. 
The  valley,  20  m.long^  aboimds  in  fine 
scenery,  is  shut  in  by  high  mountains 
and  glaciers,  is  nowhere  of  any  ex- 
panse, but  rich  in  pasture-land,  and 
famed  for  its  large  breed  of  cattle. 
It  contains  a  population  of  about 
10,000,  who  all  speak  German,  though 
Romansch  was  the  language  down 
the  16th  cent,  and  the  names  of 
places  are  still  all  Romansch.  The 
rt  or  N.  side  of  the  valley  is 
occupied  by  the  Alpine  chain  or  the 
Bhatikon^  which  separates  it  from 
the  Vorarlberg  and  from  the  vale  of 
Montafun.  Its  most  remarkable  sum- 
mits are  the  Falkniss,  overlooking  the 
Rhine,  the  Sceaa  Plana  (9207  ft.),  the 
highest  on  the  N.  side  of  the  valley. 
The  Piz  Linard  (11,420  ft)  and  other 
mountains  unite  this  chain  with  that 
to  the  N.  of  the  Inn,  which  forms  the 
division  or  watershed  between  the 
North  Sea  and  the  Euxine,  as  the 
Bemina  chain  on  the  S«  separates  the 
waters  flowing  to  the  Euxine  from 
those  flowing  to  the  Adriatic.  Seve- 
ral passes  leaid  N.  from  the  Prattigau 
into  the  Vorarlbexv. 

[The  ascent  of  the  Scesa  Plana 
(7136  ft.),  the  highest  peak  in  the 
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Bhoetikoii  chain^  may  be  made,  bat 
only  with  a  guide,  from 

Scewis  (Hotel  and  Pension  Scesa 
Plana),  situated  high  above  the  vale  of 
the  Landquart  to  &ie  N.] 

The  road  ascends  on  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  Landquart  to  Sdiien  (Krone  ftm), 
and  then  crosses  to  the  1.  bank  of  the 
torrent,  passing 

Jenatz  (Heims*  Inn).  )  hr.  ftarther 
i8*Niggli's/nii,atFideriserAa.  The 
village  of  Fideris  stands  on  a  height 
*i  m.  off  the  road,  and  is  not  visible 
from  it. 

A  very  bad  road  leads  to  the  Baths 
of  Fideris,  2  nu  S.  of  the  village,  in  a 
wild  and  romantic  gorge,  not  unlike 
that  of  Pfiifiers.  The  baths,  considered 
eiBoaoions  in  chest  complaints  and  in- 
termittent fevers,  are  supplied  by  seve* 
ral  alkaline  springs,  the  strongest  of 
their  class  in  Switzerland,  and  strongly 
resembling  Seltzer  water.  The  visitors, 
almost  exclusively  Swiss,  are  received 
in  two  Bath'houses,  capable  of  lodging 
more  than  200  persons. 

The  accommodation  at  the  Baths 
is  quite  second-rate,  although  the 
baths  are  often  crowded  to  excess, 
and  the  landlord  has  made  a  fortune 
by  them  ;  however,  the  table-d'hote 
is'  well  supplied. 

On  the  rt.  bank  of  the  Landquart, 
opposite  Fideris,  rises  the  ruined  castle 
of  Castels,  which  was  stormed  and 
taken,  in  1622,  by  the  peasants,  armed 
ivith  sticks  alone,  from  the  soldiers 
of  the  Emperor  Ferdinand,  who  at 
that  period  wanted  to  make  himself 
master  of  the  passes  of  the  Grisons, 
to  extinguish  the  Protestant  religion 
in  this  country,  and  to  seize  and  banish 
its  ministers.  A  path  leads  S.  in  3^ 
hrs.,  over  the  mountains,  into  the 
SchalfikthaL 

The  carriage-road  up  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Landquart  traverses  a  romantic 
defile,  wooded  and  rocky,  and  through 
that  picturesque  village  of  old  houses. 

JTiio/u.  Instead  of  fbllowing  the 
old  road,  it  is  pleasanter,  though  not 
shorter,  to  take  a  path  near  the  village 
ofSeme»is,  passing  the  Baths  ofSeme^ts 
C^nn\  frequented  by  natives.  Very ' 
fair  accommodation  may  be  had  there. 
About  1  league  farther  is 


KJostera  (Inn :  Hirsch),  a  scattered 
village  chiefly  of  new  houses,  named 
after  a  suppressed  Convent,  on  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Landquart,  3700  fL  above 
the  sea.  The  ch.  and  the  Hirsch  are 
at  Am  Platz.  The  valley  to  the  £.  U 
closed  by  the  Selvretta  glacier. 

Hence  there  are  2  ways  :  —  a.  the 
direct  pass  over  the  Verdna,  8  hrs. 
good  walking;  guide  required.  6.  by 
the  Fliiela  pass. 

A  char  may  be  hired  for  5  frs.  to 
Davos  Plaz,  2}  hrs.  drive,  3}  hrs.  walk. 
It  turns  nearly  S.,  and  alter  a  long 
ascent,  mounting  in  aigzags,  pfiwrini; 
rt.  a  small  lake,  crosses  the  sommit, 
and,  descending,  passes  1.  a  hurger 
lake.  At  Dorfli  the  valley  and  pass 
of  the  Fliiela  (Rte.lOO)  is  reached 

Bows  Plaz,  in  Rte.  99. 


ROUTE  99. 

COntE  TO  DAYOS-PLAZ  AND  KLOST£RS — 
PASS  OF  TH£  STRELA. 

"  The  Schalfig  Thai  (before  the 
mouth  of  which  Coire  is  built,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Plessftr,  which  issuea  from 
it)  leads  up  to  this  iwsa.  The  path 
runs  along  the  heights  on  the  rt.  or  the 
river  ;  and  after  a  continuous  ascent 
of  nearly  an  hour  from  Coire,  reaches 
Maiaders,  the  first  village  of  the  val- 
ley. The  Col  of  the  Strtia  is  visible 
from  this  point,  but  7  hrs.  more  will  be 
required  to  surmount  it  The  Sehalfip 
Thai  is  a  very  extraordinary  val- 
ley. There  are  no  villages  in  its  bed: 
all  are  on  the  mountains,  at  a  vast  ele- 
vation above  the  Plesstfr,  and  bavin«^ 
apparently  no  communication  with  one 
another.  From  Maloders  to  Lang- 
wiesen,  a  distance  of  nearly  5  leagues, 
the  path  can  scarcely  over  be  leas  than 
1000  feet  above  the  river.  It  passes, 
on  its  way,  through  several  villages^ 
occupying  tracts  of  ground  on  the 
tops  of  spurs  or  promontories  pro- 
jecting from  the  northern  mountains, 
and  divided  from  one  another  by 
lateral  ravines,  which  have  to  lie 
dipped  into  and  doubled  round.  To 
the  S.  of  the  river,  and  also  on  the 
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W.,  where  the  JuHer  road  roDs,  the 
chuucter  of  the  country  is  of  a  similar 
kind.  One  of  the  finest  views  of  the 
Schalfig  Thai  is  from  Calfreisen,  a 
riUoge  with  an  ancient  tower  crowned 
with  trees.  The  snowy  mountains  of 
the  Kalfeoser  Thai  are  seen  through 
the  opening  of  the  valley. 

*<  The  houses  in  the  Schalfig  Thai  are 
well  built.  At  St.  Peter's  and  Lang* 
wiesen,  the  parsonages  are  marked  by 
inscriptions,  and  the  school-house  at 
Peist  has,  besides,  a  few  verses  on  its 
front. 

"  Langvoieaen  is  reached  in  5^  hours 
from  CSoire  ;  in  2^  more  the  col  is 
gained,  the  last  half-hour  being  stiff 
work  in  zigzags.  The  height  of  the 
pass  is  nearly  7700  ft.  From  it  the 
whole  codrse  of  the  Schalfig  Thai, 
the  Galanda,  the  Alps  of  the  Kal- 
feoser Thai,  may  be  seen.  The  view 
in  the  other  direction  is  beet  seen 
after  a  short  descent,  and  comprises 
nil  the  summits  of  the  chain  towards 
the  Engadine,  from  the  valley  of  the 
Albula  to  the  Tyrolese  frontier,  in- 
eluding  Piz  Linard  (11,420  ft.),  over 
the  central  line  of  peaks  from  the  side 
of  the  Engadin. 

*'A  steep  descent  of  an  hour  from  the 
Strela  brings  one  to  " 

Pkxzt  or  Davoa  (Rom.  Tavoise,  be- 
hind). Inns:  H.  zur  Strela,  on  the 
hill,  very  fair  (whey  cure ) ;  the  Rath" 
hans,  now  a  primitive  inn,  was  for- 
merly decorated  with  more  than  30 
wolves'  heads  slain  in  the  neighbour- 
hood— ^proof  of  the  prevalence  of  these 
animals.  A  wolf-net  (wolf-garne)  is 
still  hung  up  here,  but  the  animals 
have  nearly  disappeared. 

The  Davos-thal,  below  Plaz,  retains 
its  pastoral  character  as  far  as  Glaris. 
Farther  down  it  is  much  contracted, 
and  at  Schmelzboden  were  formerly 
zinc,  lead,  and  silver  works. 

Davos  is  a  central  point,  towards 
which  many  paths  converge.  De- 
scending the  valley,  Frauenkirche,  the 
Badhaus  of  Spina,  and  the  village  of 
Glaris,  are  successively  passed;  and 
the  road  of  the  Albula  (Rte.  9 ))  may 
be  reached  at  Alveneu  in  less  than 
5  hrs.  by  a  char-road,  but  a  very  bad 
one,  more  fit  for  mules.    At  Alveneu 


begins  the  good  carriage-road  over 
the  Albula.  Pedestrians  bound  for  the 
Albula  Pass  should  avoid  Alveneu,  and 
inquire  for  a  path  leadine  direct  to 
Fifisur.  The  Engadine  mayl)e  reached 
by  the  Fluela  Pass  (Rte.  100%  or  by 
the  more  laborious  pass  of  the  Soaletta, 
to  Scanfs  (Rte.  95)  in  10  hrs. 

The  way  to  Elosters  is  over  a  very 
low  and  easy  pass,  traversed  by  a 
good  char-road.  The  distance  is  about 
10  m.,  and  the  chars  (price  4  fr.)  take 
2i  hrs.  The  chalets  at  the  summit 
are  called  SL  Wolfgang,  In  ascending, 
the  road  passes  a  small  lake  caJled 
the  Davds  See;  on  the  other  side 
another,  still  smaller,  is  called  the 
Schwarze  See. 

Davos  am  Platz  to  Ragatz  is  a 
drive  of  6  hrs.  DiL  daily  at  10  a.m. 
through  Kiiblis  (where  it  stops  2  hrs. 
for  dmner)  to  Landquart,  a  station 
between  Chur  and  Ra^tz.  It  arrives 
in  tune  for  the  last  tram  to  Ztirich. 


ROUTE  100. 

PLAZ  TO  8t!SS,  BY  THE  FLOELA  PASS. 

A  carriage-road  is  to  be  made  over 
the  Fluela. 

The  valley  leading  up  to  this  pass  is 
entered  at  Dorfli,  about  a  mile  above 
Plaz,  in  the  Davos  Thai.  The  path 
runs  on  the  rt.  bank  of  its  stream 
nearly  the  whole  way,  crossing  to  the 
other  side  only  for  a  very  short  time, 
when  about  half  the  length  of  the  val- 
ley has  been  traversed.  The  ascent 
is  easy  throughout,  and  the  path  dis- 
tinctly marked.  There  is  little  re- 
markable in  the  scenery,  which  is  of 
a  wild  and  drearv  nature.  There  is  a 
rude  Inn,  called  Tschugg;en,  about 
2  hrs.  from  Plaz,  and  just  half  way 
to  the  summit  The  summit  of  the 
Fluela  (7900  ft)  is  a  small  plain  oc- 
cupied by  two  pools,  and  within  4 
hrs.  walk  from  Davos.  [The  Schwarz- 
horn,  which  separates  this  pass  from 
the  Scaletta  (Rte.  95^,  well  deserves 
ascent  from  here.] 

After  a  gradual  descent  for  a  time 
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towards  the  S.,  a  wild  barren  valley  is 
overlooked,  running  down  from  W.  to 
£.  The  path,  crossing  the  river  and 
taming  to  the  1.,  is  conducted  along  the 
mountain  side  above  this  valley,  into 
which  it  descends  by  degrees.  It  then 
follows  the  1.  bank  of  the  stream  for 
4^  nu,  only  crossing  to  the  rt.  a  little 
distance  aoove  Siiss,  where  it  joins  the 
road  of  the  Engadine.  Siiss  is  a  good 
2A  honrs'  walk  from  the  top  of  the 
Fluela.    (See  lite.  95.) 

6^  or  7  hrs.  are  required  to  reach 
Siiss  from  Davos.  4  nrs.  from  Siiss 
will  take  the  traveller  to  the  Baths  of 
Tarasp. 


ROUTE  101. 

BLUDENZjIN  VORARLBERG,  TO  THE  PRAT- 
TIQAH,  BY  THE  PASS  OP  THE  SCHWEIZ- 
ERTHOR. 

A  very  fine  and  interesting  pass, 
especially  suited  to  mountaineers  as 
an  agreeable  alternative  to  the  ordi- 
nary way  round  by  road.  Gwdes 
may  be  found  at  Brand. 

About  9  or  10  hrs.  walk.  . 

Leaving  Bludenz  (/nTi,  Post,  see 
Jlandfiook  for  Sofith  Germany),  and 
crossing  the  stream  by  a  bridge,  a 
shady  road  leads  to  the  village  of 
Burs,  where  there  is  a  fine  gorge  worth 
visiting  even  by  those  not  bound  moun- 
tainwards.  Bearing  to  the  rt.,  the 
ascent  commences  at  once  by  a  zigzag 
road  through  a  pretty  forest,  the  vil- 
lage of  Burseberg  soon  appearing  on 
the  rt.  It  is  a  constant  ascent,  com- 
manding very  fine  views  of  the  gorge 
of  the  Alvierbach  and  over  Bludenz 
and  the  mountains  of  the  Yorarlberg 
behind,  and  of  the  glaciers  of  the 
Scesa  Plana  before,  all  the  way  to 

2^  hrs.  Brand  (decent  little  /nn).  A 
little  above  Brand  the  stream  is 
crossed  and  some  chalets  reached,  be- 
yond which  the  ascent  is  rougher, 
the  path  taking  an  abrupt  turn  to 
the  L,  and  the  valley  blocked  at  the 
upper  end  by  a  vast  wall  of  rock  1000 
ft.  high,  extending  straight  across 
from  the  mass  of  the  Scesa  Plana  to 


the  precipices  of  the  Zimbaspitz. 
Path  crosses  stream  several  tunes 
until  close  to  the  foot  of  the  wall, 
when  it  finally  crosses  to  a  steep 
slope  of  debris,  fallen  from  the  Scesa 
Plana  on  the  rt,  up  which  the  ascent 
lies.  From  this  point  it  is  a  very 
stiff,  fatiguing  climb  of  fully  1  hr.  to 
the  top  of  the  rocky  wall,  qn  reach- 
ing wnich  a  curious  sight  presents 
itself.  Occupying,  as  it  were,  a  sort 
of  crater,  ana  enclosed  on  all  sides  by 
crags  and  precipices,  a  lake, 

1^  hr.  the  Liiner  See,  about  1  m.  io 
extent-,  is  discovered  some  150  fu 
below  the  path  on  the  other  side  of 
the  wall,  the  waters  of  which  are 
carried  off  by  2  subterranean  outlets 
through  the  rocky  barrier  which 
rises  &om  50  to  200  ft.  above  the  level 
of  the  lake.    Fine  view  to  the  N. 

[From  this  point  the  Scesa  Phm' 
may  be  ascended  in  4  hrs.,  view  ex- 
tremely g^nd,  over  Suabia,   Rhine) 
valley,  Lakes  of  Zurich  and  Wa]l< 
stadt,    Alps    of    Appenzell, 
Tyrol,  to  Ortler.     Should  this 
be  combined  with  the  pass,  it  wi 
be  advisable  to  sleep  at  Brand 
previous  nightj 

Path  continues  round  the  lake  tl 
the  opposite  side  is  reached;   tb< 
ascent  continues,  keeping  to  the 
until  Col  is  reached,  from  which  ^li 
did  view  over  all  the  Orison  and  Gl 
rus  Alps. 

2  hrs.  6  full  hrs.  of  constant 
from  Bludenz.    Descent  at  first 
grass,  then  hopeless  bog,  until 
ing  ch&lets  in  1  hr.    From  this 
the  path  is  peculiar.    Instead  kA 
lowmg  the  course  of  the  stream  (do^ 
whicl^  however,  it  is  possible  httt  n^ 
easy  to  force  a  way),  it  strikes  to  tf 
rt.,  ascending  and  keeping  close  to  tl 
Scesa  Plana,  in  order  to  avoid  aevei 
torrents  descending  from  that  moi 
tain.   Path  bad,  boggy,  and  coi 
but  after  a  while  t&e  true  deaoent 
observed  on  the  opposite  side  ^ 
lust  torrent,  which  is  reached  m  1 
from  the  ch&lete;  crossing 
a  bridge,  a  very  bad  road  (m 
improvement)  conducts,  in  1  lir^  to 

See  wis,    in    Priittig^u   (Ik 
Plana),  Rte.  98.—/.  G.  S. 
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AA. 


Aa,  67. 108, 109 

Aar,  river,  8. 10, 15, 17,  77, 9J, 

95, 96.  Source  of,  99.  Qladers, 

99. 

,  iklls  of,  96 

,  junction  of,  with  Limmat 

and  Keuss,  17 
Aarau,  16 
Aarberg,  8, 151 
Aarburg.  i ; 
Abbaye,  i6j 
AbonUdnce,  col  d',  194 
Addu,  river,  280 
Adelboden,  129,  i  j6 
Adlidwyl,  47 
Aeggiichhoni,    105.      Exeur- 

aiuntf  ftom,  106 
Aemen,  205 
Aeiich,  6 
Aeschi,  81, 127 
AflToltern,  48 
Agaro,205 
jLgfUMBlz,  Professor,  hut  of,  99 ; 

museum  of,  15J ;  ongladers, 
-  $  16 

^gnes  of  Hungary,  17,  28 
^\grlculture,  xlviii,  IIU. 
Aigle,  I',  14J,  187 
Airolo,  120 
Albert  of  Austria,  assassinated, 

Vlbinen,  village  of,  ij2 

-\lbiB,  i4, 47 
AlbUbrunn,48 
^Ibrun  pM«,  205 
Cibola    river,    256,  268.  270. 

Pkua,  271 
^letech  glader,  lo; 
^letachorn,  125, 114 
^Igaby,  Oallerie  d',  202 
^ir  Aoqua,  200 
^Vlp  bom,  xlvill,  91 
^Ipbach.  o] 
Alpe  Vcglia,  206 
▲Ipenaee,  ^ 
Alpenstock,  xxzlv 
ikipfne  travelllnf^  dangers  of, 

JCXXV 

Alpinula,  Julia,  i$o 
Alpnacb,   66.      Lake   of,   66. 
Slide  of.  66 

pananHnas  of,  szxvlli. 


AVBN90N. 

Near  views  of,  xxxlx.  Roads 
over,  1 

AltSt  Jobann,  227 

Altels,  ijo 

Altorf,  114 

Altstetten,  48, 2x1,  224 

Alveneu,  270 

Amberieu,  164 

Ambtthl,  110 

Amden,  i8 

Amedeoa  VIII.  of  Savoy,  19; 

Ammerteuthal«  126 

Amphion,  194 

Anuteg.  115 

toDlsentls,  249 

Andeer,  258 

to  Ciwaccia,  262 

Andelflngen,  28 

An  der  Lenic,  ij6 

Audermatt,  117 

Andermatten,  208 

Anet  or  ins,  151 

Anniviers,  198 

Anilgurio,  vaU  208 

Aiizeindad,  196 

Appkhzkll  oAinoK,  221.  Vil- 
lage, 224 

Appeniell  *to  St.  Gall,  224 

Arbedo,  122 

Arbon,  27 

Ardetz,  27$ 

Ardon,  192 

Arenenberg,  24 

Argovie,  16 

Army  in  Switserlaud,  xlix 

Arnold  of  firesda  at  Zurich,  ja 

Arona,  198 

Arth,  41 ;  ascent  of  the  Bigi 
from,  42 

Arve,  Junction  with  the  Rhone, 

AtUngfaausen,  109, 114 

Aubin,  St.,  10 

Aulxnme,  178 

Aue,  240 

Anf  der  Fitlh,  castle  of,  108 

AufderFruth,  207 

Aufnau,  isle  of,  j$ 

Augst,2o 

Aulph,  194 

Auvemter,  156, 161 

AVALJLNCHKS,  Ixiil,  86,98,  XI9 

Aveucbvs,  149 
Aveovon,  river,  195 


BATHS. 

Avent,  19J,  197 
Aventicum,  1^9 
Averse,  val,  202 
Axen  Straase,  64 
AyenU  ^J^ 

B. 

Bear.  40 

Bach  Alp,  90 

Bacbtel,  16 

Baden,  18 

Biidermoos,  140 

Bale,  1-6 

Balllswyl,  144 

Balmwand,  140 

Balzers.  221 

Barnard,  views  of  Switserlaud, 
xl 

Basel,  x-6 

Baslb,  I.  Cathedral,  2.  Coun- 
cil of,  2.  Dance  of  Death,  2. 
Collection  of  the  works  of 
Holbein,  1.  Public  Ubranr, 
J.  University,  3.  Rath- 
bans,  4.  History,  5.  Rail- 
ways, 5.    Environs,  $ 

Basle  to  Berne,  1^  the  MUnster- 
thai.  6 

by  rail,  15 

to  Schaff  hausen  and  Con- 

stance,  19 

to  Soleure  and  JUenne,  by 

rail,  9 

to  Lucerne,  X2 

to  Zurich,  x6 

Basle  Compagne,  5 

Baaseoourt,  9 

Baths  genenuly,  I 

Bathi— 
Alveneu,  270 
Andeer,  258 
Baden,  19 

Bernardino,  St,  266 
Grodo,  209 
Fideris,  282 
Qais,  22) 

Orange  (Qrencben),  12 
Gumlgel,  142 
Heinrichtfbad,  225 
Lavey,  189 
Leuk,  i|i 
Murilno,  S4  272 
Mortts,  St..  269 
MorgiD,  194 
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Baths— 

Nydelbod.  J5. 

Petden,  25  j 

Ptcffera,  214 

Pr&<,  le,  280 

Reichenbach,  92 

Kooenlatti,  92 

SchintznacI^  16 

Seraeas,  282 

Stachelberg.  2^6 

Weisaeaburg,  1J9  ' 
Bitie,  castle  of  la,  190 
Battles— 

Arbedo,  122 

Bodio,  I2X 

BattUiolz,  15 

Doraach,  6 

Grand-ton,  156 

St.  Jacob,  6, 12 

Kappel,  48 

T^upsn.  144 

Morat,  149 

^[oigdrten,  ijo 

Nafelii,  2|4 

S.'mpach,  14 

Zaricb,  29 
Tksars  of  Berae,  75 
Beatus,  Su  80 
Beckenried,  62.  67 
Becktstock,  2J^ 

Bedretto,  val,  I2c>,  209.    Ham- 
let, 210 
Bel  Air,  x8i 
—  Alp,  107 
Bellalona,  270 
Bellegarde,  164, 174 
Bellelay,  9 
Bellerive,  6 
BeUintonOf  122,  267 
Bereaal.  200 
Bergrm,  270 
Berguuersteln  pass,  270 
Berllngen,  24 

Bernardino,  St..  pass,  264.  Vil- 
lage, 266 
Bbrmr.   72.     Hlstorr  of,   77. 

Fountains,   7).     Clock,  'jj. 

Bernese  Alps,  74.    Minster. 

74.  Museum,  74.    Library, 

75.  Charitable  Institutions, 
75.  Bundes  Rathhaiis,  75. 
Be»rs,  75.    Promenades,  77. 

to  Thun,  78 

to  Lau>anue  (and  Vevay). 

by  Freyburg,  144 

to  Lausanne  by  Morat,  148 

*  to  Ijaceme,  71,  72 

to  NeucULtel,  151 

Bernese  Oberland,  the,  77 

Bemina  pass.  276, 219.  Alpi,  276 

Bertha,  queen  of  Burgundy,  150 

Berthler,  Marshal,  ij6 

Betieln&att.  207 

Bevaiz,  156 

Bevcr8,274.    Yal,27l 

Bevieox,  195 

Bex,  187 

to  Sion.  by  theDlablerets, 

195 
Besa,  Theodore,  172 


BRIENZ. 

Biascju  122 
Biberbnicke,  228 
Blberegg,  2ji 
Bied,  159 
Biel,  8 
Blenne,  8 

•  to  Basle,  9 

to  Berne,  9 

to  NeuchAtel,  155 

to  Yverdun,  155 

Biennet  lake  of,  155 

Bietschhom,  125 

Bifertenbach,  237 

Birertenstock,  2^7 

Bignasoo,  208 

Bllliat,  164 

Blnnen,  20$ 

Binnenthaj,  205 

Birr,  18 

Bin,   valley    of   the,   6,  X2. 

Source  of,  7 
B1s{ThaL2j8 
Bivio,  or  Stalla,  268 
Black  Forest,  20 
Bl  lice,  St.,  156 
Blakenstock,  X09 
Blankenbarg,  cuUe,  X40 
Blegno,  val.  252 
Blinnen,  valley,  205 
Blonay,  castle,  182 
Bludenz,  284 

to  the  Prattigan,  284 

Blumlis  Alp,  124 

Boocareoclo  pass,  206 

Bocke,4o 

Boden  See,  26 

Bodlo,  121 

Bodmenalp.  224 

Bodmer,  castle.  281 

Bogby,  gorge  of,  X09 

BuUigen,  140 

Bondergrat,  129 

Bondo,  castle.  272 

Bondoler.  val,  206 

Bonnlvard,  185 

Bunstetten,  48 

Bormlo,  275,  279 

Botanical  g^ens :  Beme^  7]  ; 

Geneva.  168;  Zurich,  ji 
BStxlingen,  114 
Boudri,  156 
Bougy,  Signal  de,  179 
Iteulders,  be.  8,  s$j,  171 
Bouveret,  Z94 
Bovaresse,  160 
B«lngen,  12 
Bramegg  pass,  71 
Brand,  284 
Brassus.  le,  i&i 
Braun^Ki  castle  of,  18 
Bregoglla,  val,  261,  271 
Bregeiia.  27,  221 

to  Goire,  220 

Breginser  Ach,  221 
Bremgarten,  9 
Brenets,  lac  des,  165 
BreUye.  144 
Breti^ge.  151 
Brieg.  199 
Brians.  94 


CATHEDRAUS. 

Brienz,  lake  of,  94 

Briensergrat,  94 

Brigels,  242 

Brlsten.  249 

BristensUKk.  65. 115 

BrothKust,  119 

Brougbtra.  grave  of.  18 1 

Broye,  river,  151 

Brugg.  16 

Bruggen,  210,  225 

Brunehilde,  queen.  162 

Briintg.  pass  of.  6; 

Brunnen.  62 

Brusio.  280 

Bublkon,  36 

Buchs,  2i| 

BuSalora  pass.  275 

Bukien,  ij 

Bulle,  142 

BilmpUtz,  144 

BOotachi,  ii9 

Biiocbs,  67.    Gulf  ot,  62 

Barckhardt,  blrtliplaoek  4 

Burgdoif,  15 

Burglen,  1x4,  2^9 

BUrs,  284 

Biiriteberg,  284 

Bussigny,  157. 179 

ButtisboU,  X4.  EncUsn  fatf- 
row  near,  14 

Bttzasch,  25} 

Btrox,  LoKDb  bis  deeaiptki!' 
of  the  Alps  as  seen  flma  tb^ 
Jura^xxxviU.  On  tlielaUor 
the  Bossberg.  55.  His  S«i*i 
tour,  87. 14X.  Lines  on  tb- 
ossuary  of  Morat,  149.  On 
Lake  Leman  In  acsiliii.  17&  b 
a  storm.  176, 194.  OUren^iS;. 
Bonni vara,  184.  Gblllon.ie(. 
186.  OunpagnaDftoiUtipi^: 

G. 

GaD^  220 

Calftviaen.  iSj 
Calvary.  20] 

roZoin,  Joknt  At  Qen«v«,  i:t 
Cama,  267 
Camperio,  252 
Campfeer,  UHOt  ail 
Campo  Dolcino,  260 
Ganaria.  val,  X2o.  251 
Qinciano  pass,  281 
Uaolcnt  262 
Cardinel  pass,  279 
Garouge,  15X 
Gasaoda,  252,  272 
Cassana,  val.  279 
Gastasegna,  272 
Oastelmur,  castle,  27s 
Cathedrals— 

Basle,  2 

Berne,  74 

Coire,  218 

St.  GalU  2x1 

Geneva,  167 

Lausanne,  180 

Slon,  X92 

Sobure,  10 

Zaridi,  29 
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CATAOLIA. 

OtVM^380 

Celeniia,269 

Gngofli,  8(^  178 

C!lMiun,43 

CbabUf.  191 

Chaifle»4^|Hirteiin»  zxriii 

CbUeto  ud  pMtiuacB0»  lUi 

GlMaiez,i64 

Cbalnftt,7 

Ghimbrelieii,  lyS 

Cfaamomire,  Dentde^  14),  144 

Cbampeiy.  ool  de,  194 

GbamniMOt,  castle  of,  157 

Charles  the  Bold,  149, 156 
Charpentier  (the    naturalist), 

gmve  of,  187 
CbarB-k'banc,  xxiil 
Cbaaaeral,  8, 155 
Cb4tean  d'Oex,  140 

to  Aigle,  142 

CbAtel  Si.  Iteois,  143 

ChaumoDt,  mont,  151 

Cbaaaae,  141 

Cluiax  de  Fonda,  158 

C3iav(niie8, 144 

Chavomay,  157, 162 

Cheeses,  Swiw.  140,  141,  143, 

160^215 
Gheraaca  torrent,  106 
CheaeaQz,  i8x 
Cheaery,  col  de,  194 
Cb^iires,  144 
GbevUle,  ool  de  196 
— ,  cbUeta  of,  196 
Chexbrea,  147 
Cbiamoff,  oaatle,  276 
Cbiareggiot  2-T2 
CMaoeiiiia»  261 

—  •10  ^Ittgen,  161 

—  to  Samadeu,  I7  the  Ha- 
Ipya,  271 

Chiena,  272*  28Z 
Chilloa,  cmsile  ot  182,  185 
Cblvel,  8b««m,  IJ5 
Chrluen,  137 
Churfllnuen,  i8 
Charwalden.  268 
Cionakel,  275 
Clarena,  182,  i8i 
Claiiden  alpa,  240 

---«rat,iij,2i7 
Clefeo,  261 

ClemKia  river,  276 

Ciuae,  la,  pass  of,  160 

Cobleu^  20 

OoiBB,  218 

— •  to  Pfeffcra  betba,  218 

toDlaentisaQdAndermatt, 

by  the  Vorder    Bhelatbal. 

246 
• —  to  Samaden,  by  the  Ja* 

Ucr,  267 
■ —  to  Samaden  In  the  Engs- 

dine,  Irv  the  Atbnta,  270 

—  to  Splttgcn,  by  the  Via 
Mala,  254 

* —  to   QdaTenno,  by    the 
SplUgen,  254 

—  to  SOas,  281 


DINT, 
Oomic  to  Davos  PUz  and  KIo* 

SteT8,282 

OollonBes,  164 

Gulogny,  19; 

Columbier,  156 

Comballaa,  143 

Concise,  156 

Conflons,  252 

G0N8TAXOB,  24.    Great  conncil, 

,  lake  of,  26 

,  ateamers  on  the,  26 

*  to  Baale,  19 

— — *  to  Schaffhauseu,  2} 

Gontbey,  197 

Oonto,  monte,  271 

Oonveni»  158 

Cunvenlon,  la,  148 

Goppet,  178 

Guroelles,  156^  158 

Gomare,  249 

Gursler,  191 

Oortaillod,  if6 

Cossonay.  f  57, 162 

Costume,  zlvlll 

C6te,  la,  179 

Coacy,  Engnernmd  de,  defeat 

of,  I J 
Conrreudelln,  6 
Coavet,  160 
Coverdale,  MileSi  J2 
dnaveggla,  206 
Crests,  262,  269 
CrtfUnism,  Izvii 
Creox  de  Vent*  i6x 
Crevasses,  Will 
Crevola,  20; 
Criner  Furca,  208 
Crlschona,  St.,  f 
Crispalt,  249 
Cristallina,  val,  252 
Croce,  Sta^  272 
Crodo,  20Q 
Croix,  001  de  la,  ijS,  141 

,Ste.,i57 

Croveo,  20J 

Cully.  x8| 

Culot,  164 

CuragUa,  252 

Cure,  1 

Custom-houses,  Swiss,  xl 


Dacbften,  28 

Dacbsfelden,  8 

Dagmersellen,  14 

Dala,  river,  ii2,  liJ,  198 

Donee  of  Death,  2 

Datschl^ch  waterfall,  109 

Dauben  See,  ijo 

DavoB,  28; 

Davosthal  271 

DavT,  Sir  H.,  grave  of,  170 

Dazlo  Grande,  120 

Dead,  lake  of  the,  too 

Decandolle,  grave  of,  270 

D^lemont,  6 

Dent  de  Jaman,  pass  of,  141 

-«-  du  Midi,  i^,  181, 182 


EUHEKTHAL. 

Dent  de  Horeles,  188 

de  Vaulion,  161 

Derborenze,  lake,  196 
Devtra  Bridge,  116 
Devero,  val,  205 
Diablereta,  195, 196 
Diavolezza  Pass,  279 
Diemtlgen^tbal,  IJS 
Diessenbofen,  ij 
Dietfurtb,  226 
Dietikou,  lo 

Diligences  tn  Switxerlaiid,  xx 
Dill,  his  rtanoramic  Views  ur 

the  Alps,  76 
DIodati  Gampogna,  174, 19} 
Direciiont  for    travettivff   in 

Switzerland,  (12 
Dl^ntis,  241,  248 ;  abbey,  248 
•— >*  to  Reicbenau,  246 
—  to  Olivone,  in  Val  Blegnu, 
by  the  Lukmanler,  251 

to    Andermatt,   by    the 

Obernlp,  248 

•  10  Arosteg,  249 

to  Airolo.  251 

Dismt  piiSB,  25; 

I  DIstsnoes  in  Swltserland,  xviii 
<  Dodi  berg.  237 
I  DOIe,  mont,  178 
.  Domdidier,  150 
'•  Domlescbg  valley.  255 
,  Domo  d'Ossola,  20i 
,  Domach,  battle  of,  6 

Doubs,  river,  158.     Sent,  158 

Douvalne,  193 
I  Doveria,  202 

I  Dranse,   river   (in    Chablais), 
190, 194 

Diibeiidorr.  36 

Dtlndengrat,  127 

Duma*tbal,  243 

Dtimten,  36 

Dttrreuboden,  275 

S. 

Ebel,  grave  of,  jt 

EbenaTp,  225 

Eblkon,  48 

Ebnat,  227 

Ebrudnnum,  tite  of,  157 

Eck,  109 

Ecluse,  1',  fort,  174 

Eginenthal,  207 

Egeri,  4a  Lake,  40,  230 

Efgen,  238 

Eigher,  great,  88 

Klein,  88 

Einflsch-thal,  198 
Einsiedeln  abbey,  228 
Ehvpanner,  xxill 
Electric  telegraph,  xvili 

El«|^210 

Elm,  243 

to  Pfeflfers,  243 

to  Films,  243 

Emetten,  62 
Emme,  river,  8, 15,  72 
Emmenbrlicke,  1$ 
Emmenthal,  71 
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EKGADINE. 

Engadine  deacribad*  27i 

'Enfce,  peninsula,  8 

£ngelberf;,  io8 

to  Altorf,  io8 

EngelbSmer,  92 

Knghe,  77 

Enghi,  24J 

English  war,  and  barrow,  14 

Engstlea  Alp,  iii 

EnnMa,  1^5 

Entlebach,  71 

Erasmas's  grave  and  tomb- 
stone, 2.    Kesidenoe,  4 

Ergolz,  river,  12,  20 

ISrIach,  uid  castle  of,  152, 155 

,  von,  8, 15 

Erlenbach.  97,  119 

£:mi(  Arnold),  6i.  Birtliplaoe,7o 

Erstfeld,  109 

Erzingen,  20 

Escher  von  der  Linth,  bis  ffrave, 
ix.  His  works  on  the  Lin th 
and  lake  of  Wallenstadt,  jt. 
Monumental  tablet  to,  }^ 

Eacholzmatt,  71 

EseUsi 

Etishom,  105.  Excursions  from, 

106 
Etivaz,  val,  142 
EtseU  mont,  227 
Evteh^,  1',  6 
Evian,  194 
Evlonaa,  189, 195 
£sU-tfaaL,249 

F. 

faido^  121 

Fain,  val  de,  277 

Falknias,  214,  216^  28t 

Farel,  the  Beform»-,  171 

Filtsch,  240 

Fitechbach  falls,  236 

Fanlhom,  90 

Feistenb^  264 

Feldbach,  24 

Feldkircfa,  221 

Fellenberg.  M^  8 

Felaenegg;,  40 

Ferden,  1 24 

Fermel-tlial,  xj6 

Femey,  174 

Femlgen,  no 

Fdte  dBS  Vignerons,  x8i 

Fideris  baths,  282 

Filisor,  270 

Finster  Aariiom,  88, 99 

—  AarschlQcbt,  96 

«—  Aar  glacier,  99 

Finstermuns  pass,  27J,  276 

Flora,  65,  II) 

Flm,  meaning  of,  Ivl 

Ftohing.  6,  24, 186 

FiUnau,  44.    Ascent  of  the 

Rtgi  fh)m,  44 
Flamatt,  144 

FUtachbergr2i6 
Flawyl,  aio 

Fleurter,  160 

Flims,  244,  246 

FUnuer  Flm,  2^ 


GENEVA. 

Floods,  Ixvi 

Flowers,  Alpine,  11 

Fine,  Nicolas  von  der,  67,  68. 

His  grave,  69.  His  retreat,  68, 

70. 
Fluela  pass,  28j 
FlQglen,  65, 1x3 

to  Belllnzona,  X12 

Flumser  pass,  236 
FSbn  (whid),  liz,  215 
Foppa,  217 

Foppiano,  gorge  of,  208 
Forbes,  Professor,  $  16 
Forciaz,  144 
Forcola  pass,  268 
Formazza  vaUey,  207. 
Four  Cantons,  lake  of  the,  61 
Frassinone  fall,  202 
Fraoenfeld,  jj 
Frauenkirche,  28; 
Freudenberg,  212 
Frbtbdrg,    144.     Suspension 

bridges,  145, 146.    Caiiton  of, 

146 
Friedrichshafen,  27 
Frobenius,  4 
Frohbuii;,  1$ 
Fnithvald,  208 
Fnitigen,  128 
Furca,  pass  of,  xoo 

Horn,  loi 

Furoe  Klen,  or  Seefinen  Thai, 

126 
Fnrcula  pass,  262 
FUrst,  Walter,  6j,  X14 
Fnrtwang,  102 
Fuseli,  Henry,  jx 

G. 

GXbrls,  2*1 

Gadmen,  961  '^^ 

Gadmenthal,  no 

—  to  Grimsel,  xo2 

Gais,  watering-place,  2lj 

Galandaberg,  216 

Galgenen,  i^ 

Gall,  St.,  2x0.  Mannfisctmes, 
21 X.  Tradition  and  history, 
21X.  Cathedral,  aix.  Monas- 
tery, 2X2.    Library,  212 

toGaisand  Appenzell,  221 

to  Herisan  and  Uznach, 

22$ 

*  to  Zilrlch,  2x0 

Galenstodc,  xo2 

Gampel,  xu 

Gamsdiilttcke,  124 

Gamsen,  torrent,  199 

GSnsbmnnen,  7 

Ganther,  200 

Gardaval,  castle^  274 

Gardona,  261 

Gaitteren,  129 

Gasteren-thiu,  I25»  129 

Gauli  Glacier,  xoj 

Geissberg,  109 

Oemmi,  pau  oft  127 

Gemsistock.  2i7 

Gbnbva,  164.  Situation  and 
appearance,  165.  Plan  of  the 


GOLDAU. 

town,  166.    GathedraL  ifir. 

Museums,  167,  x68.  librsr?. 

168.    Botanic  Garden,    x68. 

lUnstrious     natives,      16S. 

Manufactarea^66.   OcDrty- 

ancee,  169.    PhysicUns  and 

shopkeepers,    ijo.    Hialocy, 

170.     The  RemrmaaaD  m. 

X71.       The   Escalade,  X71. 

Ronsaeao,  172.  Eixvirona.i':? 
Geneva,  lake  of,  176 

*  to  Macon,  i6«  * 

to  Martigny,  by  Tbcsm. 

to  VlUeneuve,   by  laa- 

sanne,  176 
Gentel-thal,  xii 
George,  St,  abbqr.  1J 
Georges,  St,  164 
Gersan,  62.  Aacent  of  the  ^ 

from,  44 
Gessler's  castle,  54.   Death,  $$. 

64 
Gessner,  the  poet»  fairthiiiaoe 

ot  J2 

,  natorallst,  birtl^lace  o(, 

J2 

Geasonay,  xj8, 140 

Gestad.66 

Gestlg-tbal,  X)8 

Glaromo,  San,  206k  266 

,  gorge  of,  260 

Gibbon,  181 

Giebel-thal,  206 

Giessbach  falls,  9s 

Gingough.  St,  x82.  T94  * 

Giomicu  (imis),  xix 

Gisli-Flnh,  16 

GLACiBBSk  Iv.  Extent,  IvL*  b- 
crease  and' diminaiioBi,  Uu 
Movement  Ivli,  l^i.  Oe- 
vasses,  Iviii.  Gokmr,  Ux.  Kko- 
Fsines,  Ux.  Melting.  IxiL 

of  Grtndelwald.  es,  89^  99 

^—  of  Rooenlaul,  ^ 

of  the  Aar,  99 

of  the  Rhone,  xoo 

— >  of  the  iEggiscbbon,  19$ 

Glacier  galleries,  mx 

Glane,  147 

GUris,  281 

GlKmlsch  moontain.  2^1 

Glarutt  215.  OoahifBtmOtm  3 
1861, 2)$ 

*  to  Wesen,  214 

to  Stachelbeig  batfae,  it- 

to  Beichcnaa,  241 

to  Hans,  244 

•   to.  SchwytB,     by    tb 

Klonthal  and  Maotta.  2ji 

,  valley  of,  it,  2^4 

,  canton,  214 

Glatt-tl&l,  28,  ;6,  210 

Glenner,  valley,  i6i 

Gleresse,  155 

GliOQ.  X84 

Gly8,iQ9 

(?ottre,  Ixvii 

Goldaa,  42,  55. 
Klgifrom,4a 
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GOL^ZE. 

Oolbe,  ool  de.  194 
GoDdo  gorge,  202 

gftUerf .  201 

Tillage.  102 

Gonzco,  39 
Gorges,  Alpine,  zlll 
Gorgler,  St.  Aubin.  156 
Goschenen,  xo|,  115 
Gothard^St^  pan  of,  112,  Hob- 

pfceot  119 
Goiteixm,  river,  144.  Gorge  of, 

146 
Gottlieben,  cutie  of,  24 
Grafenort,  xo8 
Grliggi,  102 

GrandaoD,  156.   Battle  of,  156 
Gniodval,  7 
Grand  Vant,  148 
Grange  baths,  X2 
Graabonden,  219,  247 
GraueUirner,  217 
Greina,  25i 
Grenchen,  12 
Grenzach,  20 
Grey  League.  219,  247 
Grict,  paM  of.  207 
Grlmmi  pass,  115 
Griaud,  homice   of  the,  97. 

Pan  of,  96.     SklrmlBh  of, 

98.    Paasea  to  or  Arum,  xoi. 

to  Uoepentbal,  xoo 

— -  to  tbe  iEggischhoni,  loj 
• —  to  MeyrtDgexi,  xoi 

to  Brieg,  104 

Grindelwald,  88 

• —  to   Meyringen,    by  the 

Great  Scbeideck,  92 

to  Grimael,  lol 

GrloQ,  x88, 196 

GaiioKa,    language    oC     219. 

History  and  goTemment  of^ 

Grotte  des  Ftfes,  163 
GrfitU  or  RtttU,  6i 
Gruy^rea,  141 
Grynaii,  castle  of,  j6 
Gspaltenbom,  126 
Giteig,  81,  XJ7,  ij8 
Gadln.  General,  98,  ix| 
Guides  in  Switzerland,  zxy 
Gomihom,  8x 
Gtlmlnen,  X48 
GurezmittlerfaBch,  110 
Gurf,2o8 
Gnrnlgel,  142 
GattaneD,9o 
Gyiwyl.69 


HMg,^27 

Hababozg;  castle  of,  18.    Ken, 

castle  of.  54,  61 
Hacken,  230 
Hahooiberg,  X09 
Hahnenmoos,  129,  ij6 
Haldenateln,  castle,  2x7 
Hammerlin,  birthplace  oi;  jl 
Handek.  falla  of  the  Aar,  96 
Harder,  8x 
Basil,  or  Meyringen,  9  ? 


IM-LOCH. 

Hanensteln,  Unter,  1  j 

Hausen.  48 

Haiit  de  Cry,  191 

HautevUle  cbAteaa.  x82 

Hauls  Oeneveys,  158 

Helden,  223 

Heights  of  mountains,  lakes, 
and  passes,  $  19,  Ixix 

Helligcnkreutz,  hamlet  and 
valley,  205 

Helnrichsbad,  225 

Helleplatte,  96    . 

Hennlex,  151 

Hergiswyl.  kj 

Hensau,  226 

Herrenreutl,  109 

Herxogenbuchsee,  9^  15 

Hindelbank,  15 

Hhiter  Rhein  thai,  242,  246, 
265.    Village,  265 

HiMtory,  xlv 

Hochhom,  IJ4 

Hochstttckii,  2J0 

Hof,  loi 

Hofwyl,  agricultural  institu- 
tion, 8 

Hohenkasten,  211,  225 

Hohenklhigen,  caatie  of,  2J 

Hohcnrain,  26 

Hohentwlel,  21 

Solbein  —  collection  of  his 
drawings  at  Baide,  j.  Anec- 
dotes of.  i 

Hollow  Way,  54 

Homburg,  castle  of,  X| 

Horgen.  35. 40 

Horses  and  mules  in  Switser- 
land,  ZAvit 

Hospice  all*  Acqua,  209 

Hospital,  or  Hoq>enthal,  xoi, 
118 

Hugi,  Professor,  hut  of,  99 

Hondsalp,  no 

Hundswyler  Tobel,  226 

Hunenber^  Henry  von,  41 

Hiiningen,  5 

Hunnenfioe,  82 

Husbandry,  Swiss,  zlvlll 

,  school  for  practical,  9 

Huss,  John,  his  prison,  23,24, 25 

Hutten,  Ulric,  burial-place,  33 


I. 

Ibach,  60,  2J2 
Iberg,  castle,  226 
IfQgen,  136 
Ifligenbach,  136 
Ifflgen-thal,  ij6 
Hans,  246 

to  Ollvone,  2(1 

•  to  Spliigen,  263 

Ilfls  river,  ni 
Illiex,  val  a\  X94, 195 
Im-Abschwung,  99 
Im-Boden,  96 
Im-Grund,  96 
Im-Hof,  96 
Im-Loch,  207 


KEITH. 

Immenaee,  41,  55.    Ascent  of 

the  Kigl  from.  4; 
Im-Saas,  loj 
Im-Selden,  X26 
Inden,  i;} 
Inn,  valley  of,  27  j 

,  river,  262,  260,  272 

Inns  of  Switserland,  xxviil 
Ins,  15X 

IXTBKLAKSV,  8o 

to  Lauterbmnnen,  82 

*  to  Tbun,  79 

to  Bricnz,  94 

to  Slon  or  Sierre,  135 

Intschl,  115 
Inundations  of  the— 

Alpbach,  9J 

Dranse,  190 

Emme,  ■72 

Lauibaco,  69 

Llnth,i6 
imis,  121 
Isella,  20J 
Isenthal,  65 
IsolAoda,  280 
ItcUy,  approach  to,  20  j 
Itznang,  24 
Ivoune,  X75 

J. 

Jacob.  St,  battle  of,  6,  12 
Jaman,  141 
Jauchli  pass^  71,  xo8 
Jaun,  140 

valley,  X40 

Jaaer  Alp^  244 

Jcnatz,  282 

Jerome  of  Prague,  bis  prisra, 

>4 
Jesuits,  146 

Joch,  pass  of  the,  X09,  xio 
Jollmont,  X51, 156 
Jorat,x<i,  x8i 
Jouz,  (Aftlean  de,  160.    Lao 

de,  x6j 
Jouxplane,  col  de,  194 
Juir,  262 
Julierpatt,  268 
Jungfrau,  87 
Jura,  6,  I5MS6 

valley,  12 

Justls-thal,  80 

K. 

Kaien,  22} 
Kaiserstuhl,  69 
Kalanda,  216 
Kalfeuaer-thal,  217 
Kaltwesser  glacier,  20X 
Kamadra,25J 
Kamor,  211,  225 
Kander,  river,  78, 128,  Xi6 
Kanderste^  129 
Kappel,  48.    Battle  of,  48 
Katberinethal,  2j 
Katscharaula,  241 
Katienstrlck,  130 
K&tzla,  25$ 
Kehrbachi,  207 
Keith,  murshal,  156 
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Kemble,  John,  grave  of^  i8i 

Kerenzenberg.  ijj 

Kerns.  68 

KerBtelen-thal.  1x5 

KienhoU,  94 

KlenthaU  127, 128 

Kinxig  Kulm,  iij,  218 

Klppel,  126,  IJ4 

^-^  to  Kandenteg,  ijj 

Kircbet.  96 

Klstengrat,  242 

Klauaen  pass,  240 

Klelne  Emme,  valley  of,  71 

Kleiner  Tikll,  241 

Kleinthal,  24J 

Klimsenboni,  sj 

KlUnsee.  2)i 

KlOntbaU  21  j 

Klosters,  282 

Kliu.  11$,  140,  281 

Knapsack,  xxxlv 

Knox,  John,  171 

Kcepfnacb,  j6 

K9nigsfelden.  17 

Kouolflngcn,  72 

Koacinsko^  10 

Krachenthal,  11  j 

Krauchthal,  24 j 

Kray  Alp.  225 

Kreutzboden,  x|8 

Kreuzli  pass,  249 

Kreuzlingen.  26 

Krleg  Alp,  20J 

Krlenz,  52 

Krlslloch,  $1 

KUblls,  282 

Kumbels.  2$  j 

Kunkelspass,  217 

Kurflirsten,  j8 

Kur8.1 

KUssnacht.  34*  54.    Ascent  of 

the  Rigi  firoQ,  4J 
Kyborg,  castle  of,  28 


Laaz.  107 

Lacben,  J7.  227 

Ladders,  Leitem,  x;2 

XoAiu    of    Switzerland,    xl. 

Heights  of,  Ixlx 
Landenberg,  68 
Ijinderon,  156 
Landquart.  21*7,  281,  281 
Langhans,  Mad.,  monument^  15 
Langnan,  71 
Langwiesen.  282 
LanzadSk  281 
Latrobe,  1)9,  161 
Lattenbach,  IJ5 
Laubeck.  castle  and  goige,  140 
Lauberbom,  87 
Lauenen,  ijn 

to  Osteig,  1J7 

Laafelflngen.  ij 
Laiifen,  castle  of,  21,  28 
LaafTenburg,  20 
Lauffen. 6 

Lauibacfa.  torrent.  69 
Lanpen,  battle  of.  144 


LOFFELHOBK. 

LAnsAKNB,  179.  Cathedral,  1 8a 

Gsstle,  180.     Museum,  i8a 

House  of  Gibbon.  181.  Neigh- 
bourhood, 181. 
Lausanne   to  Villeneuve,    by 

Vevay,  181 

*  to  Freyburg,  147 

•  to  Berne,  ty  Morat,  148 

•  to  Geneva,  176 

•  to  Yvcrdun,  155 

Lauteraar  glacier,  99,  loj 
Lauteraarsattel,  10 ) 
Lauterbrunnen,  81 

xsjppeT  valley  of,  84 

to  Grindelwald.  85 

to  Kippel  or  Kanderstei^ 

by  the  Ischingel,  12). 
•—  to  Kandersieg,  by  the  See- 

finen  Furke  and  Dfindengrat, 

126 
Lautersee,  70 
Lavater,  birthplace  ot,  29.  J2. 

At  Ober-Rleden.  J5.     Death 

of.  ji 
Lavaux.  i8i 
I^avey  bath,  189 
Lavin,  275 

t^bendue,  lake  and  valley,  205 
Lecherette.  142 
Leoourbe,  General,  6),  X09,  iij, 

116.  266 
Leitem,  ij2 

Leman.  lake,  176, 182,  x8| 
Leuk,  ij6 

to  Lauenen,  l)^ 

Lenz.  268.  270 

Uuk,  baUu  of,  iji.    YlUage 

of.  in 
Leventioo,  val,  120 
Libraries — 

Basle.  J 

Berne,  76 

Coire,  218 

Engelbeig,  xo8 

St  Gall.  212 

Geneva,  168 

Neuchatel,  151 

Schaffbausen,  21 

Zoflngen,  xj 

Zurich,  31 
Lichtensteig,  226 
Lichtenstein,  221 
liestal.  12.    Slaughter  of  the 

men  of  Basle  at,  X2 
Llmem  Alp,  242 
Limmat  river,  17,  29 
Llnard,  Piz,  28X 
Lindau,  27 
LInth,    valley  of,  214    2j6. 

River,  J4,j6, 234 

Colony,  J^. 

Uoeon,  lake,  142 

Lira,  260 

Llseme,  192, 197 

Uvlgno^  valley  and  village,  275, 

LSiMtberg,  264 
Lode,  159 
L6^he,  iji,  xji 
UJffelbom,  104 


MABmieDBUCC. 

Loges,  col  des,  x(8 

Lohnkutscber,  Snias,  xzil 

LoisoD,  GeiL,  xio,  1x1, 116 

Lonza,  river,  114 

Lone,  river,  48 

IxMtallo,  26^ 

LStschs&tiel,  204 

Ltft8chberg,i)4 

LStichthal,  125.  x)4 

Louis*  Philippe,  254 

Lowertx,  58 

Lncendro.  lake^  X19 

Luoens,  15X 

LucBRKK,  48.  Plan  of  Uie  lovn, 

49.    Bridges,  50.       Arseeal. 

Sa    Thorwaldtfen'a  Lkn,  52. 

Steamers.    52.        Lake.  52- 

Sketch-map,    51.       Ifooat 

Pilate,  5|. 

to  Schwytx.  54 

to  Flneien.  60 

to  Meyringen  or  Brfem,6$ 

to  BOTne^   by  the  Entte 

Imdi,  ^i 

to  Berne,  by  raUwaj,  72 

,  lake  of,  60 

Ludlow,  grave  of,  182 

Luggage,  xxil 

Lugnetz-thal,  264 

Lugni,  lake,  272 

Lukmanier  pass,  2ft 

Lilner  See,  284 

Lungern,  lake  of,  69.  Draioing 

of.  69 

.village  of,  69 

Longhino,  monte,  2<^x«  27; 
Lnsgen  Alp,  107 
Ltttschlne.  rtver,  8j 
Luzienateift  216 
I^ons    or    Maicon   to  Qeaen 

(rail).  164 
Lyss,  8, 15X 


Macdooald,  Manbal,  259 

Maderan  valley,  xxj,  217,  249 

Madeasimo,  260 

Madrano.  251 

Haduleln.  274 

Magdalene,  St,  grotto,  147 

Maira,  source  of,  262 

valley,  261 

M^orla  castle,  192 

Maladera,  282 

Malans,  281 

Malleray,  7 

Maloggla  or  Maloya  pou^  272 

Maps,  xxxli 

Marat,  birthplace,  156 

Margarethen.  St^  21  j 

Maria,  Sta.,  paaa,  251 

Maria  sum  Sirhnee,  42 

Maijelen  lake,  X05, 106 

Martigny,  190 

•to  Goteva,  by 

Martinet,  glacier  of,  188 
Martino,  S^  272 
Martinsbruck.  276 
Martinadruck,  89 
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MABTnVBLOCH. 

Martinsloch,  89, 144 
Masino,  ral,  z^a 
Maaox,266 
Maasa  torrent,  105 
Maaaena,  48,  98,  iij,  ijl 
Matt.  141 
Matten,  X}6 
MSttl-tbal,  2o6 
Manpertals'  tomb,  6 
Maurice,  St..  in  Valal^  189 
Mayen,  1x0 
Mayenfeld,  217 
Mayen-Reau.  no 
Mayenthal.  no,  115 


Meaaares.  x 
Medelaer  TbaU  251 
If  eggenborn.  61 
Megtittilp,  225 
Mellen.  3$ 

MeiUerie  rocka,  182, 194 
Mdiiaa,  laland  of.  26 
Melchsee,  71 
Melchtbal.  70 
Mela.  19. 141 
Mesmer.  blnhplace.  24 
Mettenberg,  89. 99 
Meyringen,  91 
'—-  to  Interlakcn,  94 

to  H<ispentbal,  95 

— —  to  Wasen,  109 

to  Engelberg.  in 

MievlUe.  190 

Mlnidunum,  151 

Misooxk,  village  and  valley,  266 

Moeaa,  river,  1 22.  Source  of,  266 

.  fklla  of  the,  266 

Moeaola,  lake,  266 

Mol^son,  141, 142 

Molina,  268 

Mollis,  214 

MUnch.87 

MSochaatiel,  X05, 106 

Monetier,  171 

Money,  Swiaa.  xvi 

Mens  Angelorum,  108 

Montasg,  264 

Mcmtbeiion,  i8x 

Montbovon,  141 

Montbey,  19$ 

Moutniirall,  152 

Montrenx,  182,  X84 

Montriond,  194 

Moraines,  lis 

Morast,  207 

MnxU  (Murten),  148;   battle 

of.  149 ;  lake  of,  149 
Morcles.  Dent  de,  188 
Margartettf  battle  (^,  2jo 
Morge  river,  i  )8,  197 
Motgenberg,  81 
Moiges.  X79 
Morgin,  194. 195 
MoriU,  107 
Moritx.  St,  269 
Momex.  inj 
MortiratscD  glacier.  277 
Monlne,  194 
Moschelbom.  266 
Moaaet.  lea,  142 


irfevfe. 

Motiers  Travera.  x6o 
Moudon  (Milden),  151 
Moulina,  140 

Moontafna.  heists  of,  Ixlz 
Moutlers  Grandval.  7 

.  val,  6,  7 

MUblebom.  j8 
Milhlestalden,  loa 
Mtthlinen,  82. 128 
Males,  xxvU 
MUUhelm.  33 
Milncbeiibuchaee^  8 
Mttnchwyler.  149 
Munnotb,  castle  of.  22 
Mtinaingen.  77 
MUnster.  in  Upper  Yabda,  X04, 

207 
Mttrislerlingen.  27 
Mttnster-tbal,  6.  7 
Muotta,  60,  62,  2j2,  269 

to  Olarus,  231 

to  Stacbelbeig,  238 

to  Altorf,  238 

Mnottartbal,  1x3,  232 
Murcblson,  Sir  R,  researches 

at  (Ehningen,  24 
Maretto  pattSb  272 
Murg,  river,  33 

,  village,  j8 

Mttrren,  84 
Murten,  148 
Mttrtachenstock.  38 
Mnscuras— 

Basle,  3 

Berne,  74 

Geneva,  167,  x68 

I^usanne,  x8o 

Neuchfttel.  153 

Soleure.  xo 

Zurich.  31 
Muslin  manufacture,  28, 2x  i,  212 
Mntbbom,  125 
Mfitten,232 
Mythenberg.  230 


NKfels,  battle.  234 

Nanikon,  36 

Narexen,  245 

Narrenbadi,  135 

Nase,  79 

Naters,  io3 

Nauders,  276 

Neblkon,  14 

Nesslan,  221 

Nestbom.  125. 134, 199 

NEUCHATBii  (Neuenburg).  xf2. 
Palais  Rougemont,  I  $3>  I<ake 
of,  192, 159.  Pierre  kbot,  193 

to  LaCbanx  do  Fonda  and 

Locle,  198 

•  to  Berne,  X91 

to  Yverdun,  195 

•  to  Pontarlier,  160 

^feneneck,  144  * 

Neabaus,  80 

Neubausen,  20 

Neuvevillc.  199 

^4r4,  meaning  of,  Ivi 


PEDEN05. 

Nicholas,  St.,  II 
Niederwald,  104 
Nieaen,  78. 128.  Ascent  of,  79^ 

128 
Nodz.8,199 
Noiraigue,  161 
Nollo,  torrent,  299 
Noses,  the,  6f 
Nothwyl,  14 

Notre  Dame  dea  Eremites.  228 
Noxon  river,  162 
NUfenen  (Novena).  pass  of.  209 
Nydau,  8, 199 
Nydelbad,  baths  of.  35 
Nyon.  178 

0. 

Oberaar  Gletscher.  99 
Oberaaijodi  pass.  X03 
Ober-Albis,  47 
Oberalp,  pass  and  lake,  249 
Ober-Gestelen,  104 

to  Domo  d'Osaola,  207 

to  Airolo,  209 

Ober-Halbatein,  268 

Oberbausenbacfa,  torrent^  299 

Oberied,  213 

Oberkirch.  36 

OberUnd.  Bernese,  77 

Obermatt,  11 1 

Obem  MalensKss,  2x6 

Ober-Rieden,  39 

Oberstafifel,  237 

Oberwald,  104 

Obstalden,  239 

Ocbsenbci^,  in 

Ocbsenblanke,  237 

Ochsenstock.  237 

Octodurus,  site  of,  190 

Odeidorf,  18 

(Ehningen,  quarrlea  of,  23 

(Eschlnen.  valley  of.  127, 119 

(Esladten,  19 

Oldeuhom,  138 

Olivone,  292 

Ollon  St.  Tryphon.  187 

Olten,  13 

Omeinaz,  lake  of,  142 

Orbe,  X97, 162.    Source  of  the, 

163.    Town.  162 
Ormonda.  lea,  valley  of.  142, 187 
Oron  le  ChAtelet,  X47 
Ortenstein,  259 
Ossola.  val  d*.  203 
Oucby,  X79 

P. 

Pain  de  Sucre,  182 

Panix.  249 

Panixer  pass,  244 

Pontenbrlicke,  2)7 

Paracelsus,  birthplace.  230 

Paradiea,  23 

Paris,  xl 

Fasut  of  the  Alps,    xlil.   L 

Heights  of,  Ixx 
Pastrycooks  (Rngadine).  273 
Pasturages,  llii 
Payeme.  190 
I^edenos,  valley,  279 

0  2 
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PEDESTBIAK. 
Pedestriaa  tnvellen,  hints  to, 

6  12 

Puden,  tfi 

Baths,  26^ 

PennilacoD,  186 

Penlatsch,  if  2 

Ferte  dn  RhOne,  164, 174 

PMtalozzt,  15,  18, 157.  Birth- 
place.  12 

Peterlingen,  x$o 

Peter's  Grat,  124 

Peter's  Plax,  26} 

Peter's,  St,  Thai.  25] 

Petershaiueo,  24 

Pfaffensprun^  115 

Pfaflfen  wand,  III 

Pfafflken  See,  j6 

Prafflkon,  227 

Pfbfpsbs  Batbs,  214 

• convent,  2x6 

Pfynn,  198 

Planazzo,  260 

Pierre  k  hot,  15} 

Pierre  k  voir.  190 

Pierre  Pertuis,  7 

,  St..  isle,  155 

Pilate,  mount,  51.  Supersti- 
tion concerning,  5? 

Plllon.  col  de,  ij8, 141 

Plora,  251 

Piotella,  forest,  120 

PisciadelU,  280 

Piumegna  waterfall,  I2t 

Pis  Bcveren,  255 

Piz  Languard,  277 

Piz  Linard,  275,  281 

Pis  Rosein,  241 

Piz  St  Glan.  269 

Plan  des  Isles,  14} 

Planta  family,  274 

Piatalva,  257 

Platta.  252 

Platten,  i  )4 

Plattenberg,  241 

Platz,  264.  28] 

Plaz,  264,  281 

to  SUss,  28; 

Plessdr,  river.  282 

Pleurs,  261.  271 

Pleyaux,  182 

Pommat,  207 

Pont  Le  (Joux),  i5j 

Pontarlier.  160 

to  NeuchAtel.  160 

Ponte  or  Punt  in  Engadine,  271, 

Ponte,  chAlets.  205 
Pontresina,  valley,  276.  Village, 

277 

to  Bonnio,  279 

Population,  xUii 

Porters,  xxvil 

Posting  in  Switzerland,  xlz 

Prngel  pass.  2jj 

Piilttigau,  2&1 

Premia,  208 

Prea^,  le,  280 

Presta,  i6o 

Pully,  182 

Pultmenga,  castle,  248 


BIEDEB. 

Punt  271,  274 
Puschiavo,  280 

Qnlnten,  St,  j8 


Rahbinsa.  264 
Radolfszell,  2j 
RagaU,  214 

to  Sliss,  281 

Railways,  xslv 

Ramin  Grat  241 

RanftTo 

Rans  de  vacbes,  xlvlii 

Rappen,  valley,  205 

RapperachwyC  16.   Bridge,  J5 

Raterichsboden,  96 

Rauraoorum,  Augusta,  site  of, 

20 
Rawin,  137 

Rawyl.  pass  of,  IJ5.  xj6 
Kealp,  1 01 
Realt.  castle,  256 
Rechlngen.  104 
Reding,  Aloys,  59, 6j,  2jl 
Reeffio.  267 
Relchenau.  2},  246,  254 

to  Spltigen,  264 

,  island  of,  24 

Relchenbach,o2,  9?.  128 

,  castle  01,  8, 16, 

,  falls  of,  9  J 

,  baths  of,  9J 

Reidpn,  ij 

Reidenbach,  140 

Reklngen.  205 

Remus.  276 

Rennendorf,  7 

Restl,  castle  of,  94 

Reucbcnette,  7 

Reuse,  the,  156, 160.  Source  of, 

160 
Reuss,  river,  15,  17, 48, 50, 109, 

115.  119.    VaUey,  ixj 
Rhsetikon.  281 
Rheineck,  21  i 
Rhelnfelden.  20 
Rheinwald,  glacier,  265 
Rhtve  at  Basle,  x.    Junction 

with  the  Aar,  20.     Falls  of, 

near  ScbaflThausen.  2t.     At 

Mayenfeld,  217.    Sources  of, 

259.  265 
Rhoden.  221 
Rh6»k,  source  and  glacier  of, 

xoo 

at  Geneva,  165 

,  Junction  with  Arve,  17  j 

,  Perte  du.  164.  174 

,  at  Martigny,  192 

1  valley  of  the,  186, 195 

Rlcbetli  pass,  243 
Richisaii,  2n 
Richterswyl.  75 

toSchwytz,  227 

RIddes,  192 
Rieder  Alp,  106 


BUBA. 

Rledera.  2ji 

Riedtwytif 

Riile-shooUng,  xUx 

Rioi,  the.  41 .  Modes  of  asont 
42.  Sutions.  42.  N.  D.  des 
Neiges  and  Hoi|rfoe.  4^ 
Hud-torrent  44.  Kalibsd, 
44.  Sisters'  ronntain.  44. 
Summit  45*  Kulm  inn,  4(. 
Panorama  IVom  8uxmnit46. 
Spectre  of,  47.  Aoddentt  on 
tbe  summit,  47 

RIgi.  ascents  of  the— 
from  Goldaix,  or  Artia,  41 
„    Immenaee.  41 
M    Klissnacht,  41 
i«    Weggia,4J 
„    Gersaii,44 
p.    ntzoan.  4f 

Rigi  Vaudola,  184 

RlpaiUe,  191 

Riseten  pass,  241 

Ritter,  pass.  200 

Robenhausen.  j6 

Roche  Fendue^  Ia*  159 

Rofla,  258 

Rolle.  178 

Romainmotier,  162 

Roman  remains,  17,  f  8,  1^  xa. 
X67 

Romantt^  language,  2x9 

Romanshom.  27,  jj 

to  Zurich,  ij 

Romont  147 

Rongella.  258 

Rorschach.  27,  2X2 

to  Coire,  212 

to  Gals,  221 

Roeana,  val,  277 

Rosegg,  glader.  277 

Rosein,  val,  241 

Rosenlaui,  92 

Rossa,  col  della,  205 

Ros$berg,faU  of  tke,  55-5* 

RosHlllon,  X64 

Roeslni^re,  X40 

Rothenthurm,  2;o 

Rothhom  of  Brienz,  94 

Rothkreutz,  48 

Rotom.  lake,  251 

Rotsberg,  castle  of,  66 

Rougemont  140 

Rouiieau  on  the  lake  of  Biera^. 
X55.  At  Motiers  TrmvtrK 
x6i.  At  Geneva.  172.  .41 
Vevay,  182.  At  Claieas 
t8;.  At  ChilloD,  185.  Ai 
Meillerie.  194 

Rimsses,  les,  164 

RotTTES,  Skkletox,  xX 

Roveredo,  267 

Ruaras.  248 

Rudenz.  von.  8 

Rue.  X47 

Ruete.  15 

Rugen.  81 

Ruis,  247 

Rumonsch,  219 

Ruppen.  2n 

Rusa,  la,  280 
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BOSCHLIXOir. 


Rttschlikoii,  34 

RttU1.6| 

Bui»  val  de,  158 


Suae,  river.  ij8. 140, 14X,  145, 

SoaDen  (OcMomy),  xj8, 140 

—  to  Sion,  I j8 

Silchlngen,  2o 

Sftchaeln,  69 

8aIbTe.  mont,  171 

Sallencbe,  wftterbll.  189b.  190 

Salt-mines  at  Bex,  187 

Samaden,  269^  271 

to  Naiiden.  2l| 

to  Tinmo,  276 

Sand-Alp  p«M.  3J7 

Sandbach  river,  2J7 

Sand  Grat,24X 

Sinetach,  paM  of*  Ij8 

Sardcma,  2x7 

Svgaofl.  }9,  214 

Sanien,  68.    Lake  of^  68 

to  Eogelbexg  or  M^jrin- 

gen,  70 

S«ttli,  peflflk  IX I 

Saogeni,  7 

Saul  du  Doabt,  198 

Sauvabellin,  forest,  x8i 

SavicD,  torrent,  2A4 

Savieae,  XJ9 

Saxon-lea-Babu.  X92 

Scaletta  paai,  275 

Scanfa,  275 

Scarl-thal,  276 

Seem  Plana,  282 

See  wis,  282 

Scex.  valley,  iq 
ScezA  Plana,  284 
Scbabzieger  cheese,  2J5 
SchMchen.  71 

Schachenthal,  114, 2  J9 
Scbiidaa,  casde,  78 
'ScHAPirHAiTsinv,  22.     Falls  of 
the  Rhine,  21 

•  to  Basle,  19 

— — >  to  Gonstance,  2} 

to  Zurich.  28 

Schafloch  cave,  80 
Scbalbet.  20X 

Scbalflgg  Thai,  218.  282,  28j 
Schaxns,  valley,  256 
ScbeldedE.  lesser.  85 

,  great,  92 

SchelUnen.  iii,  116 
Scherzlingen,  78 
Scblenhom,  1J4 
Schierv,  282 
Schil  thorn.  84 
Schlndeleci.  221 
Schinner.  Matthew,  i  ;i,  19} 
Schintsnaek  baUu,  x6 
Scfalieren.  19 
SchrnadribBch.  8| 
Schmelsboden,  28j 
Srhmerikon.  |6 

ScbolHxKn,  115 
Schunbmnn,  40 


noir. 

SchSDegrand,  226 
Schreckhom,  88 
Schreyenbsch  fslls,  216 
Schnols,  276 
Schttpfen.  8 

Scfawanao,  osstla  of,  59 
Schwarenbadi,  129 
Schwsrtzhom,  92,  281 
Schwarts  See,  142 
Schwane  See,  283 
Schweltserhall,  5 
Schwlng-Feste,  xliz,  71, 9J 

*  to  Elnsiedeln,  227 

to  Qlams,  by  the  MooUa- 

tha],2ji 
Scbyn  pass,  256 
Scfaynlge  Platte,  81 
Seedorr.  ifi 
Seefluen-thal,  126 
SeelisbeiiB.  6i 
Seewen.  59 
Seewls,  284 
Segnes  pass,  241 

Spits,  244 

Setlbwdi.  9; 
Selbsanft,  217 
Selva.248 
Sembiancbler.  190 
Sempach,  14 
,  battle,  14 

I  ,  lake,  14 
Semplone,  19},  198, 199,  200 
Sennbtttte,  Uv 
Sennwald,  2X| 
Sense,  stream  of,  144 
Sentis,  225 
Sepey,  142 
Septimer  pass,  262 
Semeus,  282 
Semft-thal,  241 
Serrant,  river,  164 
Serriires,  glen  of,  156 
Servetus,  death  of,  171 
Sewelen,  21 1 
Sex,  Porte  da,  195 
Sexmadan,  249 
Seyon,  gorge  of,  154 
SeyneU  164 
Siders,  131. 198 
Sidelhom,  100 
Sidll  alp.  xoi 
Slerre,  i  u,  193, 198 
Signal,  the,  47 
Signau,  72 
SUil,  river,  19,  J2, 40, 47 

,  vale,  48 

Sihlbrttcke,  40 
StIberhVrner.  88 
SUlnen.  115 

Sils,  village  snd  lake,  272,  27 1 
Silva  Plana,  269, 27 1.  Lake,  271 
Stmmen,  source  o^  x|6 
Simmenegg,  castle  of,  140 
Slmmenthal.  115, 139 

SiMrLON  ROAD.  193,  198,  200 

hospice,  201 

vlUage,  202 

Singen.21 
Slon,  192 


Sioo*  to  Bex,  by  Diablerets.  xq^ 
-— -  to  Domo  d'OsBOla,  by  the 

Sbnplon,  198 

*toThQn,l7theRawyI.U$ 

*  to  Sauien,  by  the  Sa- 

netsch,  xj8 
Slielen,  15X 
SIsasch,  II 
Sltten,  192 
Sitter,  valley,  2x0.    River,  rise 

of,  224 
SkeletMi  toars,  xlU 
Slate-quarries  in  the  Plaiten- 

berg.  24} 
Slide  of  Alpoach,  66 
Snow-line.  Ivi 
Snow,  red,  Ix 
Snow-storms,  Ixvi 
Soassa,  267 

SocitftA  de  Dlmancfae.  xlvil 
SoLBUBs,  9.    Cathedral,  dock* 

tower,  arsenal,  museum,  10 
-— -  tp  Bienne,  12 

•  to  Basle,  9 

Solothum,  10 
Somvix,  2^ 
Soncebcn,7 
Sotidrio.  272 
Sonlalex,  196 
Soyhi^re,  6 
Spectre  of  the  RIgl,  47 
Speer,  37 
Speicher,  222 
Spiets,  castle  of,  79 
Spietxwyler.  79 
Spina,  283 
Spiringen,  240 
Spitxe,  240 
SpUlgen,  pass.  259 
Spliigen.  258 
—  to  llans,  26) 

•  to  Coire,  259 

to  Bellinxona,  264 

to  Chiavenna,  261 

Staad,  I  {8 

Stachelberg  baths,  2  {6 

to  Brigels,  by  the  Kistea 

grat,242 

to  Altorf,  240 

^-^  to  Dineniia.  241 

to  Reichenan.  241 

Stael,  Madame  de.  178 
Sd&fa,  39 
Stage,  264 
StaUa,268 

Stalvedro.  glen  of,  t2o 
Statu,  67  ;  to  Engelberg.  108 
Stanzstadt.  66,  to8 
SUiubt.  240 
Staubbach.  82,  85 
Staufhcfaer,  Werner,  6},  iji 
Steamers — 

on  lake  of  Brienz,  9$ 

at  Constance.  26 

on  lake  of  Constance.  26 

on  lake  of  Geneva,  169,  176, 

191 
at  Lanaanne,  181 
on  lake  of  Lucerne,  52,  60, 

108. 112,  XI4. 
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SteamerB— 

on  lake  of  Momt,  148 

on  lake  of  Neuch&teU  154 

at  Ronchacb,  212 

at  Zag.  40 

at  Zurich,  ||,  J4 
Stechelberg,  126 
Steckborn,  24 
Stein,  2 J,  XII 
Steinach,  210 
Steinberg  Alp,  12 j 
Steinen,  no,  2ji 
Stelnhausalp.  102 
Steinhaushom,  102 
Stelnsber^  castle,  276 
Stephen,  St,  140 
Stierenbach,  X09 
Stock,  loj 

Stockalper,  canal,  199 
Stockhom,  78,  79, 128 
Storegg  pass,  'jo,  109 
StosB.  21; 

Strahleck,  pass  of,  loi 
Suilttlingen,  tower  of,  128 
Strela  pass,  282 
Stretta,  la,  pass,  279 
Strim,  valley.  250 
Stunde,  lengtii  of,  x-vU 
Sulplce.  SL,  160 
Sureuen,  paas  of,  109 
Sursee,  14 
SUss,  275,  284 
Susten,  pass  of,  1 10 

village,  198 

Sustenhom,  102,  no 
Suwarrotffi  inarch   orer   the 

St.  Gothfund,  109,  i  x  1,  i  i6y  120. 

Across  the  Kinzig  Kulm,  2J2. 

At  Muotta,   2)2.    Up  the 

Semft-thal,  245 
Sum  river,  7, 12 
Sunst,  ori£^  of  the  name,  ^  x  j, 

xllv,  60 
SwiTZBBiJkKi>.      Introductory 

Idformation,  xi 

T. 

TMgertsche,  72 

Tamlna,  214 

Tamina,  246 

TanzenbniKf  6x 

Tarasp,  276 

Ta valines,  7 

Tavetscb,  248 

Teggiate,  260 

Trll,  WiLLfAH,  birthplace,  1 14. 
Ijands  on  the  Platte,  64. 
Shoots  Gessler,  64.  Scene 
of  bis  deeds,  6x.    Death,  X14 

TeU's  chapel,  55,  64 

Tells  country,  61 

Tellenburg,  castle  of,  X28 

Tenay,  164 

Tendre,  mont,  i6j 

Terrltet»  184 

Tcraen,  j8 

Teufpl»tein,  115 

Teulfen,  22} 

Thalwyl,  J5      ' 


ULBICHEN. 

Thiele,  or  Zihl.  river,  8, 15a,  155, 
xj6 

Thtengen,  2o 

Thiermatten,  XJ5 

Thonon,  X92 

to  Sfxt,  194 

Thorwaldsen's  Lion,  52 

Thuk,  78 

lake  of,  70 

to  Interlaken,  79 

to  Leuk,  X27 

to  Slon  or  Sierre,  iiy 

to  Vevay,  by  the  Siinmen> 

thai,  i}9 

Thur,  river,  28,  2x0, 226 

Thurgovia,  canton,  26,  jj 

ThusTs,  2$6 

Ticino,  river,  X20b  122 

Tlefenau,  77 

Tiefenkasten,  168 

Tine  pass,  140 

Tinlbre,  rivulet,  x86 

Tirano,  281 

Titlis.  108 

TMlberg,  257,  24X 

Todten  See,  xoo 

Toggenburg,  227 

Torrenthom,  132 

Ti>ta,  river,  20|.    Faittt  of,  207 

TSss,  valley  and  convent  28 

Tourde  Peilz,  \Bj 

TourbiUon  castle,  X92 

Tourtemagne,  114, 198 

to  Kippel,  in 

to  the  iE^schhom,  204 

T0UB8,  Skblbiok,  In  Switzer- 
land, xill 

Toussaint  rOuverture,  160 

Towns,  Swiss,  xlvil 

Trachsel  Lauinen.  84 

Travelling  in  SuntKrUmd,  ^  12 

Travers,  val,  160 

Tremola,  val,  120 

Tremollte,  mineral,  120 

Trepalle,  279 

Trlent,  190. 

Trift,  in  the  Gadmenthal,  xio 

Trimlach,  valley  of,  ij 

Trogen,  22? 

TrtibSee,  11 1 

Trtibschachen,  71 

TrUmmelboch,  84 

Trflns,  247 

TrUttlisberg,  IJ7 

TKblamot,  248 

Tuchlerf,  276 

Tschingel  glacier,  X2j 

hamlet,  127 

Tritt,  124 

Turgl,  18 

Turicum,  site  of,  29 

TUrl,  lake  of,  48 

Turtnum,  IJ4,  198,  204 

Tusls.  25f 

Twann,  ic$ 

Tyndall,  l*rofeflsor,  ^  16 


(Jetlfberg,  j2 
Ulrichen,  104 


V. 


VIIXA. 

Ultimum,  site  of,  x; 
Unapnnnen,  castle  of,  8a 
Unieraar  Gletsdier,  99 
Unter  -  Hanensteln  peas,   ih 

Tunnel,  ij 
Unter-Schacliexi,  240 
Untersee,  24 
Unterseen,  80 
UnterwaUieii.  67 
Uomo  pass,  251 
Urbach,  valley  of,  96.  xof 
Urbigenam,  site  of,  161 
Urt,  bay  of,  6; 

,  canton  of,  xi},  114 

,  galleiyof,  xit 

Uri  Rothstock,  65 

Umer  Budan,  240 

Umerloch,  117 

Urseren,  valle^  and  vtllsige  < 

X17, 1X8 
Uster,  j6 
Uxnach,  j6 

T. 

Vadara,  2x7 

Yadm,  2x4,  221 
Yalais.  189, 191 

,  Upper,  104 

Valettapass,  262 

Vallengin,  158 

Valleys,  Swia,  zUi 

Vals,  26J 

Valserberg,  26^,265 

Valserlne,  174 

Valteline,  28X 

Yanderens,  147 

Vanossi,  asbeatoa  weKver,  261 

Varen,  iji 

VSttis,  217,  24  J 

Vand,  canton,  140, 142,156^177 

Vaulion,  162 

Vedro,  valley,  201 

Velan.  mont,  182 

Venoge,  valley,  1J7 

Vereina  paas,  282 

Verena,  St.,  chapel  and  htB^ 

milage,  ix 
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SECTION  11. 

THE  ALPS  OF  PIEDMONT  AND  SAVOY 


PRELIMINARY  INFORMATION. 


OOMTKNTS. 


1.  Mps  of  Piedmont  and  of  Savoy —  Vol  d'Aoata — MoiUe  Hosch-Zermatt —  Valieys 
of  the  TTaWwMW.— 2.  /niw.— 3.  JRoads,  Mules,  ^c. — 4.  Guides,— 5,  Posting; 
Distances,— 6,  Frontiers  and  Oustom-hmses, — 7,  Makaria,-^^,  Wine;  Bread, — 
9.  Money, — 10.  Maps, 

§  !•  PiSDiioiiT  has  on  hs  N.  and  W.  sides  a  dearly-defined  frontier  in  the 
ridge  of  the  great  chaoi  of  the  Alps.  From  the  vaDey  of  the  Toccia,  which 
lies  within  its  frontier,  to  the  Col  da  Bonhomme,  near  Mont  Blanc,  the  Pen- 
nine Alps  divide  it  from  Switzerland;  from  the  Col  da  Bonhomme  to  the 
pass  of  the  Hont  Cenis,  the  Graian  Alps  separate  Piedmont  from  Savoy; 
from  the  Mont  Oenis  to  the  Col  d'Argentidre,  at  the  head  of  the  TaQey  of  the 
8tara»  the  Cottian  Alps  separate  it  from  France;  and  from  the  Argentidre  to 
the  sooroes  of  the  Tanaro  in  the  Monte  dello  Sehiavo,  the  Maritime  Alps 
divide  Southern  Piedmont  from  the  French  coonty  of  Nice.  East  of  the  Monte 
deDo  Schiavo  the  great  Alpine  chain  passes  insensibly  into  the  Apennines. 

The  Southern  or  Maritime  Alps,  and  the  eastern  boundary  of  Piedmont — 
the  frontier  of  Iiombardy,  Piacensa,  and  Parma*— are  not  within  the  object  of 
this  section,  which  is  to  famish  to  travellers  nsefrd  information  for  excursions 
jjk  the  Alps  of  Piedmont 

On  the  side  of  Italy  the  Alps  offer  a  strikipg  difference  in  their  appearance 
£ronk  that  presented  in  the  approaches  from  Switzerland,  Savoy,  or  France. 
fYom  these  the  intervention  of  secondary  ranges,  and  the  long  valleys,  pre- 
clude any  great  extent  of  the  chain  from  being  seen  at  the  same  time;  but 
fi-om  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  even  from  Turin — not  30  miles  in  a  direct  line 
from  the  nearest  point  in  the  crest  of  the  chain — a  range  of  the  central  peaks 
&nd  passes,  extending  through  130  miles,  is  visible. 

A  day's  journey  is  sufficient,  from  many  parts  of  the  crest  of  the  Alps,  for 
a,  descent  into  the  plains  of  Piedmont;  whilst  on  the  other  side  of  the  chain 
t-cvo  or  three  days  of  approach  from  the  plains,  in  deep  valleys  amidst  the 
mountains,  are  requisite  for  its  attainment.  The  Italian  Alpine  valleys,  with 
ti&eir  umbrageous  chestnuts,  trellised  vines,  campaniles,  mills,  and  fresco- 
pia.inted  oratories,  on  commanding  knolls,  are  fiill  of  pictures,  and  difier  en- 
^r>ely  from  the  Sviss  valleys,  which  are  simpler  and  sterner  in  aspect 

few  travellers  repair  to  Switieriand  without  the  ulterior  object  of  a  visit 
po  Chamouni  and  ifon(  Blanc;  it  is  the  crowning  point  of  their  journey,  and 
<ies«rvedly  so.  Those  who  have  time  and  strength  should  not  rest  satisfied  with 

•  See  Haksbook  roa  Noxtb  Italy. 
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seeing  Mont  Blanc  from  Chamouni,  but  should  make  the  tour  of  that  mountain, 
remembering  that  his  aspect  from  Cormayeur,  on  the  S.  side,  is  even  grander 
than  from  the  N.    The  trareller  in  Piedmont  should  especiallj  direct  his 
attention  to  the  Val  (TAosta  and  the  valleys  around  the  bases  of  the  McnU  Eo$a 
and  Mont  Cervin,  which  unfold  some  of  the  sublimest  scenes  in  nature.    The 
Valleys  of  Zermatt  (Swiss)  and  of  Oressoney  and  Anzasca  especially  are  tmrioaRed  for 
beauty  and  grandeur.    Zermatt,  which  affords  much  better  aooommodation 
than  any  other  spot  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Monte  Bosa,  has  of 
late  years  become  a  formidable  rival  to  Ohamouni;  and  if  it  were  equally  easy 
of  access,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  general  mass  of  tourists  would  not 
accord  to  it  the  same  preference  which  is  now  g^ven  to  it  by  most  veteran 
pedestrian  travellers.     The  glorious  views,  and  the  unrivalled  and  almost 
numberless  excursions  around,  will  well  repay  a  sojourn  of  several  days,  and 
the  Inns  now  afford  sufficient  accommodation.    The  valleys  of  ATiKaan*  Sesii, 
and  Lys,  at  the  S.  side  of  Monte  Bosa,  are  also  remarkable  as  being  inha- 
bited, at  their  heads,  by  an  interesting  race  of  German  origin  and  language. 
The  Zago  cTOrta  is  a  lovely  spot,  and  no  one  within  reach  of  it  should  omit  to 
visit  that  extraordinary  as  well  as  picturesque  place  Yarallo  and  its  Saero 
Monte. 

Interesting  accounts  of  the  Piedmontese  valleys,  especially  those  auxrooBd- 
ing  Monte  Rosa,  are  given  in  The  Italian  VcUleys  of  the  Pennine  AIpe,  by  the 
Bev.  S.  W.  King,  and  A  Lady's  Tour  Round  Monte  Bosa. 

The  Piedmontese  and  Subalpine  valleys  furnish  a  large  emigrstion,  and 
supply  all  Europe  with  workmen  in  particular  trades.  In  the  Engadine  vn 
pastrycooks;  near  Como,  thermometer  and  barometer  makers;  near  Orta,  plas- 
terers; Biella,  masons  and  builders;  Canavese,  carpenters;  Yal  Seaia,  masoos; 
Val  Bleg^o,  chocolate  makers  and  chestnut  roasters;  Yal  Calanka,  glaciers: 
Yal  Bregaglia,  chimney-sweepers.  They  are  usually  men  of  great  iadiistrT 
and  frugality,  and,  if  possible,  return  to  their  native  valleys  to  enjoy  the 
results  of  their  industry.  In  consequence  of  the  great  male  emigration,  all 
the  hard  work  is  done  by  women,  particularly  porterage  over  the  moantaias; 
and  from  long  practice,  the  women  are  better  able  to  carry  weights  on  thor 
.  backs  than  the  men. 

The  Waldensian  Valleys  are  not  less  attractive  for  their  Alpine  acenet^ 
than  interesting  to  Englishmen  as  the  cradle  and  stronghold  of  a  brav«  a^ 
stedfSast  Protestant  conmiunity,  who  have  maintained  their  faith  in  spiff 
of  persecution,  fire,  and  sword.  Milton  and  Wordsworth  have  ooiiimeoK>- 
rated  the  patient  sufferings  and  heroic  deeds  of  the  Yandois;  and  I>r.  GiSt 
in  recent  times  has  rendered  their  story  fascinating  by  the  charms  of  as 
enthusiastic  pen.  As  perfect  religious  liberty  has  been  established  n 
Piedmont  since  1849,  it  may  be  hoped  that  tike  evil  day  is  past»  new 
to  return.  In  1852  a  handsome  Protestant  church  was  finished  and  ooa- 
secrated  at  Turin,  and  there  are  15  other  churches  in  the  valleys  tribu- 
tary to  the  Po.  The  traveller  may  approach  them  most  readily  from 
Turin  by  rail  to  Pmerolo.  La  Tour  in  the  Yal  Peliioe  is  good  head- 
quarters for  excursions  (see  Btes.  161,  162).  The  Yandois  have  been 
established  in  the  valleys  of  the  Alps  since  the  8tii  century,  and  refer  the 
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origin  of  their  faith  and  sect  to  the  time  of  the  AposUes,  and  the  first  ages  of 
Chzislianity.  Their  numbers  in  the  yaUeys  amonnt  to  aboat  22,000,  but  they 
are  rapidly  increasing  and  spreading,  and  there  are  large  colonies  of  them  in 
Turin  and  Gtonoa.  Cromwell  courageously  interposed  to  protect  them  in 
their  distress,  and  stirred  up  all  the  powers  of  Europe  on  their  behalf;  he 
also  raised  a  subscription  for  their  aid,  port  of  which  was  funded,  and,  though 
the  sum  was  appropriated  by  Charles  IL,  the  interest  has  since  been  paid  by 
the  British  GoYemment  for  their  support 

The  best  season  for  travelling  in  this  part  of  the  Alpine  chain  seems  to  be 
July  and  August.  In  September  the  weather  generally  breaks  up,  but  often 
becomes  settled  again ;  and  for  those  who  do  not  seek  to  ascend  to  great  heights, 
the  most  delightful  season  for  travelling  in  the  vouthem  valleys  is  often  found 
in  the  autumn,  sometimes  even  extending  into  the  month  of  October. 

**  In  the  Piedmontese  valleys  the  N.W.  and  N.N.W.  winds  bring  fine 
weather." — Forhea, 

§  2.  Inna, — The  lima  within  the  firontier  of  Italy— excepting  the  few  specially 
mentioned  below  in  the  following  pages — are  rather  cheaper,  but  vastly  inferior 
in  accommodation,  and  especially  in  cleanliness,  to  those  of  Switzerland  and 
Germany.  Men  may  tolerate  the  inconveniences,  but  they  will  be  more 
seriously  felt  by  ladies,  who  must  be  prepared  at  times  to  **  rough  it"  after 
crossing  the  Itidian  border.  The  wiint  of  female  attendance,  the  dirty  floor 
seldom  or  never  washed,  scanty  service,  no  bells,  may  be  generally  expected. 

[Endeavours  are  being  made,  especially  by  the  **  Club  Alpmo"  of  Turin,  to 
improve  the  mountain  Inns  of  Piedmont.  In  Vol  SAoata  there  are  excellent 
Inns;  at  SAoata  itseli^  and  at  Commagwr^  tolerable;  at  St,  Ymcerd^  at  Cogne^ 
and  ^e  Bagnidi  Cerevole,  rough  and  homely  quarters;  at  Qreaaonay,  at  Breuii,  at 
Magna,  at  Ponta  Qtmda  and  Macugnaga,  in  Val  Auaasca,  tolerable  Inns;  at 
Slreaa  and  Baoeno,  on  Lago  Maggiore,  at  Orta  and  VaraBo,  very  good  hotels. 

N.B. — ^Italian  Innkeepers  sometimes  take  advantage  of  the  ignorance  of 
strangers,  and  especially  of  English  and  American  travellers,  who  are  sup- 
posed to  spend  their  money  proftisely,  to  introduce  extortionate  charges  into 
the  bilL  These  may  genendly  be  successfully  resisted  by  a  little  judicious 
firmness,  but  it  is  sometimes  prudent,  and  not  unusual,  to  bargain  before  you 
enter  your  rooms,  what  you  are  to  pay  for  them.  Likewise  in  ordering  dinner 
you  may  fix  your  own  price — say  3  frs.  a  head— or  you  may  be  charged  for 
each  separate  item*  *'  My  general  practice,  after  having  seen  the  best  rooms 
the  landlord  has  to  offer,  is  to  say, '  My  price  is  l^fr.  per  bed,  and  I  dine  at 
3  frs.  per  head.'  This  is  invariably  acquiesced  in,  although  sometimes  after 
some  considerable  demur,  and  I  believe  few  people  are  better  served  than  I 
am.  I  always  make  a  point  of  going  into  the  kitchen  myself,  and  of  consulting 
tlie  chef  as  to  the  important  matter  of  dinner,  which  usually  secures  the  best 
things  the  larder  contains." — F,  Extortion  is  more  often  attempted  in  Savoy 
and  Dauphin^  than  in  Piedmont,  and  the  attempt  more  obstinately  enforced. 
In  excursions  over  the  high  Alps  of  Piedmont  and  Savoy  it  is  generally 
necessary  to  carry  some  prorision  of  wine,  bread,  and  meat  The  shepherd's 
f^re  of  a  mountain  chftlet  in  those  parts  is  limited  to  milk,  butter,  and  cheese, 
to  which  is  added  a  coarse  brown  bread,  in  thin  discs,  baked  twice  a  year. 
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and  kept  in  store  in  the  roof  of  the  ehftlet  until  it  ia  as  haid  as  tttmn,  and 
requires  a  hammer  to  break  it.  To  this  is  sometimes  added  polenta^  a  por- 
ridge or  padding  of  maiae^meal,  and  scraps  of  dried  matton. 

When  the  trayeller  in  the  Alps  receiTes  the  hospitality  of  the  ctirH  of  re- 
tired villages,  or  of  the  pastor  in  the  Protestant  Waldensian  yaUeya,  where 
there  are  no  inns,  it  is  usual  to  leave  with  the  housekeeper,  or  for  her,  a 
donation,  which  it  is  just  should  at  least  equal  the  cost  of  such  aooommodatioa 
at  an  inn;  the  tax  would  otherwise  be  heavy  upon  the  limited  means  of  die 
host,  and  kindness  and  attention  are  thns  insured  to  future  traYellera.  For 
sapper,  bed,  and  break£ut,  5  or  6  frs.  are  given.  The  cures  in  these  TsUejs 
are  not  often  much  superior  to  the  ordinary  peasants,  firom  whom  they  have 
no  doubt  sprung,  and  their  income  is  very  limited.  They  are,  however,  often 
ardent  mountaineers. 

{  3.  Beads,  Mulea^  ^c. — ^The  Boada  skirting  the  Alps,  and  the  approaches  to 
them  from  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  are  generally  excellent.  WhereTer  there 
is  intercoarse  there  is  a  good  road  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the  inhabitants:  if 
fit  for  Vokmtms  or  chars,  these  may  always  be  obtained  at  moderate  <diaigei, 
usually  12  francs  a  day. 

Midss  may  readily  be  obtained  in  all  mountain  routes  accessible  to  them, 
at  charges  varying  from  5  to  6  francs  a  day;  and  guides  at  4  or  5  franca  a  day 
may  be  had  in  many  Alpine  villages  of  Piedmont.  Ladies  wHl  now  find  sUe- 
saddles  in  most  places  where  there  are  inns  and  horses;  where  these  are 
not,  ladies  had  better  not  venture.  On  mountain  excnrsions  a  portentiBe, 
or  chaise  i  portenr,  may  be  procured. 

If  mules,  horses,  or  a  char  be  taken  across  the  frontier,  a  hdUta^  or  petnu^ 
sion  to  pass  the  douane,  is  necessary;  here  the  animal  is  registered,  the 
course  of  the  traveller  stated,  and  money  for  the  horse  deposited  as  a  doty 
upon  the  entree,  which  is  repaid  to  the  owner  when  he  leaves  the  place  on  the 
frontier  indicated  in  the  boleta  as  the  point  by  which  he  is  to  retnm  to  his 
own  country. 

§  4.  6^ii»d09.— Rigid  caution  should  be  exercised  in  choosing  and  adopting 
Guides  on  the  Italian  side  of  the  Alps.  Guides  by  profession  are  rarer  here 
than  in  Switzerland,  and  any  idle  person,  however  unqualified,  may  ofibr  him- 
self for  the  sake  of  a  good  day's  wages.  No  one  should  be  aooepted  without 
sufficient  evidence  both  of  good  character  and  experience,  from  the  innkeepers, 
the  car#,  or  some  respectable  person  of  his  village.  Certificates  from  former 
employers  should  be  inquired  for.  The  value  of  such  testimony  will  be  appr«- 
ciated  when  traveUers  are  told  how  in  some  cases,  in  reovote  places,  men  will 
press  themselves  into  your  service  to  conduct  you  over  dangeroos  pasaoa  whidi 
they  have  never  even  seen,  or  of  others  who,  in  the  middle  of  an  iatrioate  pass, 
where  their  services  are  indispensable,  will  become  menacing  and  eztortioinattf^ 
and  even  strike  for  higher  wages.  Few  scruple  to  avow  their  acqnsintanoe 
with  places  of  which  they  really  know  nothing;  their  only  use,  then,  to  the 
traveller  is  to  bear  his  luggage,  and  talk  Piedmontese,  a  jargon  which  lew 
travellers  are  acquainted  with.  In  Piedmont  French  and  Italian  are  ofren 
unknown;  among  those, however,  who  are  accustomed  to  act  as  guides, French 
Is  generally  spoken,  especially  in  the  valleys  on  the  frontiers  of  Savo/  aod 
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France.  In  most  of  the  French  Alpine  yalleys  of  the  JMpt,  de  Vlakre  the 
guide  hy  profession  is  unknown,  and  the  stranger  is  liable  to  oonspiraeies 
between  innkeepers  and  men  who  call  themselTCs  guides  to  extort  money  and 
enhance  the  yalue  of  their  serrices. 

\  0,  PiMtmg^Distcmces, — ^The  posting  regulations  in  the  kingdom  of  Sardinia 
are  similar  to  those  of  France,  the  distances  being  reckoned  in  kilometres 
(see  p.  xriL),  and  the  charges  nearly  the  same,  vis.  20  centimes  per  kil.  for 
each  horse,  and  12  for  postilions  ;  on  the  mountain-passes  of  lit  Cenis,  the 
Simplon,  and  Tenda,  the  charge  for  each  horse  is  increased  one-third,  or  to  30c. 

The  number  of  horses  which  the  postmasters  can  put  on  Is  regulated  accord- 
ing to  the  siae  of  the  carriages  and  the  number  of  people,  for  which  purpose 
all  rehides  are  arranged  under  three  classes.  The  postmasters  of  Tiuin  and 
Genoa  are  allowed  to  charge  as  for  additional  distance. 

At  the  posthouses  on  the  passes  of  the  Monts  Cenis,  Simplon,  and  Col  di 
Tenda,  the  masters  must  proride  sledges  during  the  winter  season,  for  the 
hire  of  which  they  are  entitled  to  charge  15  c.  per  kilometre  ;  and  3  and  4 
francs  for  dismounting  and  placing  on  the  sledge  each  carriage,  according  to 
the  class  to  which  it  may  be  referable.  On  some  roads  checaux  de  renfort  must 
be  taken  or  paid  for.  For  fuller  details  the  traveller  is  referred  to  *  Articles 
de  R^lement  sur  les  Postes  aux  Cheyauz,'  which  can  be  purchased  everywhere*. 

Owing  to  the  extension  of  railways  throughout  Fiedment,  Diligences  are 
now  little  used  save  fer  the  purpose  of  crossing  the  passes  of  the  Cenis,  Sim- 
plon,  or  Tenda,  or  to  communicate  between  some  country  town  and  the 
nearest  railway  station.  The  postilion  asks  a  buonamano  of  the  passengers 
at  every  stage  ;  the  smallest  coin  will  satisfy  him. 

§  6.  Drontiers  and  CmUmi'houses. — ^As  there  is  much  smuggling  on  the  frontier 
of  France,  the  traveller  is  often  subjected  to  vexatious  delay,  but  time  will 
always  be  gained  by  submitting  to  it.  The  French  and  Italian  officials  are  usually 
very  civil.  N.B.  Tobacco  is  strictly  prohibited.  Travellers  ought  even  to  de- 
clare the  possession  of  a  few  cigars  (when  declared  a  small  number  are  allowed 
to  pass  free),  otherwise  they  may  be  subjected  to  heavy  fine  and  detention. 

§  7.  It  is  almost  unnecessary  to  advise  a  traveller  not  to  sleep  in  the  plains 
if  he  can  reach  the  mountains.  His  own  love  of  that  '^health  in  the  breese 
and  f^hness  in  the  gale,"  which  is  so  exciting  and  invigorating  in  the  moun- 
tains, would  prompt  him  to  seek  for  the  pleasure  of  breathing  it  and  the 
spirits  it  inspires;  but  the  suggestion  is  offered  to  induce  young  travellers  to 
avoid  sleeping  near  the  rice-grounds  of  Piedmont,  or  near  the  ponds,  where 
in  the  summer  the  Piedmontese  steep  their  hemp:  these  are  deleterious,  and 
may  produce  fever. 

\  8.  The  vnnes  of  Piedmont  are  generally  wholesome,  and  often  good; 
there  is  scarcely  a  village  on  the  mountains  where  grisaini — a  fine  sort  of 
biscuit  like  long  pipes,  and  made  of  excellent  flour— cannot  be  obtained.  The 
traveller  should  never  fell  to  supply  his  pockets  with  some  of  this  bread  or 
biscuit  broken  into  convenient  lengths;  this,  with  a  quaff  from  a  fresh  spring, 
will  bear  him,  if  taken  at  his  intervals  of  rest,  through  a  long  day's  journey. 

§  9.  The  money  of  Piedmont  is  the  same  as  that  of  France;  i,  e,  of  the  same 
quality,  denomination,  and  value. 
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§  10.  Maps. — ^The  War  Department  has  published  at  Turin  a  map  of 
Piedmont  and  SaToy  in  6  sheets,  prioe  35  fr.:  2  sheets  contain  Savoy. 
14  fr.  A  map  of  the  kingdom,  in  91  sheets,  on,  a  scale  of  ^J^  has  been 
undertaken  by  the  Government;  60  sheets  have  been  published  ;  the  moun- 
tains are  ludicrously  inaccurate.  A  portable  reduction  from  this  map  has 
been  published  at  Turin.  General  Bouroet's  map  of  the  French  Alps  from 
Nice  to  Pont  Beauvoisin  was  remarkably  well  executed  for  the  time  when  it 
was  published — ^nearly  a  century  ago.  A  faithful  reduction  of  this  map  lo 
two  small  sheets  may  be  had.  Reilly's  Map  of  Mont  Blanc,  1865,  does  great 
credit  to  its  author;  it  is  both  the  most  accurate  and  one  of  the  best  engrared 
maps  of  the  Alps.  Ferrin,  at  Chamb^y,  has  published  a  tolerable  map 
of  Savoy  at  4  fr.,  and  a  smaller  at  1  fr.  50  cent.  A  voluminous  *  Dizionario 
Geografico,  Storico,'  &&,  of  the  States  of  the  King  of  Sardinia,  has  been 
completed.  All  maps  of  the  country  may  be  procured  at  Maggi's  shop  in  Uii> 
Coutrada  del  Po,  Turin,  and  also  at  Perrin's,  Chamb^y.  Perrin  has  al^ 
published  maps  of  Savoy  on  a  large  scale,  and  works  on  the  ornithology  and 
the  botany  of  Savoy,  well  got  up  and  executed;  also  a  Guide  to  Savoy. 

The  best  map  of  the  country  N.  of  Monte  Rosa  is  Studer's,  Zurich,  but  the 
paths  are  unaccountably  omitted. 

'  Neither  Leuthold  nor  KeUer  is  very  accurate  on  the  Italian  side  of  the 
Alps. 

In  this  Handbook  some  routes  through  the  higher  parts  of  the  Danphise 
Alps  have  been  included.  The  scenery  well  deserves  the  attention  of  Alpine 
travellers;  but  the  filthy  habits  of  the  people,  and  the  scarcity  of  decent 
accommodation,  have  hitherto  repelled  strangers.  It  is  a  remarkable  £iet 
that  the  only  tolerable  map  of  the  country  is  a  century  old — that  of  General 
Bourcet. 


Pedestrian  Tours  of  8%x  Weeks  or  Tujo  Months,  chiefly  in  the  Alps  c/ 

Savoy  and  Piedmont, 

*  •  Carriage  Boad.        «  Char  Boad.        f  Mule  Boad.        §  Footpath. 

All  names  following  the  marks  indicated  are  the  same  as  the  last. 

**  Geneva  to  Sallenches,  or  St  Mar-        *  Martigny.       (See     Switzerland, 
tin.  Boute  59.) 

♦  Chamouny.  :    ••  Visp  in  Valais. 

t  Tdte  Noire  to  Trient  f  Zermatt,  Biffelberg,  &c. 

Col  de  Balme  to  Chamouny.  |      §  Pass  of  the  Mont  Cervin. 

§  Breven.  ,      f  Ch&tillon,  Yal  d'Aosta. 

Montanvert,  le  Jardin. 
t  Chamouny  to  Cormayeur,  by  the 
Col   de    Yosa,    (jol  de    Bon- 
hoDune   and    the    Col    de    la 
Seigne. 
♦♦  Cormayeur  to  Aosta. 

♦  St.  Bemy. 

t  Horoice  of  the  Great  St.  Bernard.  I      f  Col  de  Cohna. 
t  Liddes.  Pella— Lake  of  Orta, 


t  Col  de  Jon. 

t  Brussone. 

t  Col  de  Banzola. 

Gressoney. 
t  Col  d*011en. 
t  Biva. 
t  Varallo,  Val  Sesia. 


Pied^'  ^  Scmoy, 
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*♦  Yogogna. 

t  Macngnaga — ^Monte  Bosa. 
§  Monte  ^To. 
Saas. 

t  Visp,  in  Yalaifl. 
**  Pass  of  the  Simplon. 
**  Arona— Lago  Maggiore. 
**  Borgomanero. 
**  Bidla. 
**  Ivrea. 
**  Aosta. 

t  Cogne. 

§  Pont— Val  d'Orca. 

t  CeresoL 


§  Col  de  OaUse,    and   return  to 

Chapis. 
§  Col  de  la  Croix  de  Nirolet 
§  Yal  Sayaranche. 
*♦  Yilleneuve— Yal  d'Aosta. 
«  St  Didier— Mont  Saxe. 
t  The  Cramont^  the  Belvedere,  and 

Pass  of  the  Little  St.  Bernard. 

*  Bour^  St.  Maurice. 

*  Moutiers  Tarentaise. 
•♦  L*H6pital  Conflans. 

Ugine. 
Paverges. 
Annecy. 
Q^neya. 


Six  Weeks^  Excursion  to  the  Vavdon  Valleys. 


*  Moutiers  Tarantaise. 
Baths  of  Brida. 

f  Pralrognan. 

Col  de  Yanoise. 

Xianslebourg. 
^«  Pass  of  the  Mont  Ce- 
nis. 

Snsa. 
f  Cesanne. 
f  Col  de  Sestri^res. 

•  Pragelas— Yal   Clu- 

sone. 
Perouse. 


t  Yal  Geimanasca.  Pro- 
testant yalley. 

Balsille. 

Col  de  la  Fontaines. 

Pralis. 

Col  Julian. 

Bobbio. 
*  La  Tour, 
t  Yal  Angrona. 

Bora. 
••  Lusema. 
§  Sea  Bianca. 


Crissolo. 
{  Pass  of  the  Traver- 

sette. 
t  Abri&. 

Combe  de  Queyras. 
*  Embrun. 
*♦  Gap. 
Grenoble. 
Chambery. 
Aix. 
Annecy. 
Geneva. 


The  Tou/r  of  Monte  Bosa,  allowing  time  to  see  the  Chief  Places  of  Interest^ 
and  avoiding  ihe  more  difficult  Excursions,   Starting  from  the  Valais, 


Visp. 

1.  Saas. 

2.  Sxcnrsion  to  P^  Glacier,  and 

sleep  at  Matmcrk  Hotel. 

3.  Monte  Moro  to  Macugnaga. 

4.  Macugnaga  glacier. 
rK  Vanzone. 

6.  Barranca  Pass  to  Fobello. 

7.  Vamilo— Sacro  Monte. 

8.  Alagna— Yal  de  Bours. 


9.  Col  d'OUen  to  Gressonaj. 

10.  Lys  Glacier,  return  to  Gressonay. 

11.  Pointe  de  Combetta,  Col  de  Ran- 

sola  to  Ch&tillon. 

12.  BreuiL 

13.  Col  de  St.  Thebdule  to  Zermatt. 

14.  Gomer  Grat,  sleep  at  Riffelberg. 

15.  Schwarze  See,  return  to  Zermatt. 

16.  By  St.  Niklaus  to  Yisp. 
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Same  Tour^  dtghUy  varied^  and  commencing  at  Baveno, 
Passes  taken  in  the  opposite  direction. 


Baveno. 

1.  Orts  bj  the  Motterone. 

2.  Yarallo    by    Omegna    and 

Monte  M&zzuoone. 

3.  Ezcanion  to  Bima,  sleep  at 

masco. 

4.  Col  d'Egua  to  Ponte  Grande 

5.  Macugpiaga. 

6.  Macugpiaga  Glacier. 

7.  Monte  Moro  to  Saas. 

8.  Excursion  to  F^  Glacier, 

9.  St.  Niklaus. 


the 
Ri- 


10.  Zerm&tt 

11.  Schwarze  See,  Homli,  and  retain 

by  Zmutt. 

12.  Gomer  Grat,  sleep  at  Biffelberg. 

13.  Col  de  St  Thtodule  to  BremL 

14.  Brussone,  by  the  Cimea  BUmcbes, 

or  by  Ch&tillon,  or  (?)  bjr  Col 
de  Portola. 

15.  Pointe  de  Combetta,  GreasoosT. 

16.  Lys  Glacier,  return  to  Greasouj. 

17.  Col  d'OUen  to  Alagna. 

18.  Pile  Alp,  and  return  to  YarsUo. 


ROUTES  IN  PIEDMONT  AND  SAVOY. 


ROUTE  111. 

DOMO  D'oSBOLA  to  ARONA.    BORROMEAN 
ISLANDS.      LAOO  MAGGIORB. 


Donio. 
Vogogna 
BftTeno 
Anma    . 


MUm. 

9 
16 
13 


This  is  one  of  the  most  beantifal 
roads  for  entering  Italy.  From  Domo 
d'Ossola  at  the  fbot  of  the  Simplon 
(Rte.  59)  a  few  hoars'  drive  carries 
the  trayeller  to  the  shores  of  the 
Lago  Maggiore,  where,  if  he  be  cross- 
ing the  jUps  for  the  first  time,  he 
finds  himself  in  a  new  world.  BXwy. 
slowly  in  progress. 

From  I>omo  to  Bayeno  takes  nearly 
4  hrs.  posting,  exclosiTe  of  stoppages. 
TraTellers  can  join  the  steamers, 
which  go  np  and  down  the  lake  4 
times  a-day,  either  at  Pallanza  or  Ba- 
▼eno.  Stresa  or  Bareno  are  the  best 
stopping-places  for  those  intending  to 
visit  the  Borromean  Islands,  or  to  as- 
cend the  Motterone;  they  are  on  the 
road  to  Arona,  the  railway  stat  for 
Milan,  Turin,  and  Genoa,  t^allanza  is 
rather  nearer,  and  more  convenient 
for  those  boond  for  Lngano,  or  the  K. 
end  of  the  Lago  Maggiore.  A  char 
to  either  place  costs  about  15  frs. 

The  road  descends  the  valley  of  the 
Tosa,  the  bridges  over  which,  below 
Domo  d'Ossola,  and  again  6  m.  below 
Vogogna  were  carried  off  by  the  storms 
of   1834  and    1849. 

At  Pallenzeno  a  road  turns  off  rt.  to 
Pi6  de  Mulera  and  Val  Anzasca  (Bte. 
121).  After  leaving  Domo  the  valley 
widens  and  loses  its  beanty. 

Vogogna  {Inn,  Alb.  della  Corona, 
fiur).  The  Tosa,  here  crossed  by  a 
bridge  above  the  confluence  of  the 
Anza  is  navigable,  in  spite  of  its  ra- 
pidity, a  short  distance   above   this 


Slace;  the  barges  are  towed  up  by 
ouble  teams  of  6  or  8  horses  on  each 
bank. 

At  Premosello  a  carriage-road  to 
Palianaa  branches  B.  passing  the  bean- 
tiftd  L<tke  Mergozfo ;  it  is  sure  to  become 
popular  with  travellers.— Recross  Tosa. 
Kear  Omavasca  are  the  while  mar- 
ble quarries  which  have  supplied  the 
stone  for  Milan  Cathedral. 

At  Grcnelkma  a  large  bridge  crosses 
the  Strona,  a  stream  which  drains  the 
Lago  d'Orta  and  seti  in  motion  several 
large  ooiUm  miiis.  A  carriage-road, 
running  up  its  L  bank,  leads,  u  4  m., 
to  the  Uke  of  Orta.  DiL  daily.  (See 
Rte.  118.) 

Here  another  road  leads  to  Palhnta, 
whilst  the  main  road  continues  to 

FariOlo  {Trm,  Lion  d'Or,  attentive 
landlord.  Here  the  Lago  Maggiore 
bursts  into  view,  with  the  Isola 
Madre,  the  northernmost  of  the  Bor- 
romean Islands,  in  the  distance.  A 
little  further  are  quarries  of  a  beau- 
tiful rose  granite,  which  derives  its 
colour  fW>m  the  prevalence  of  felspar. 
It  cleaves  into  tiiin  slabs.  The  tele- 
graph posts  are  made  of  granite.  Fel- 
spar is  obtained  here  in  b^utifhl  flesh- 
coloured  detached  crystals.  Steamers 
call  off  here  and  Baveno  at  9}  a.m. 
descending,  and  at  1}  f.x.  on  ascend- 
ing the  lake. 

Bcmmo. — Inns:  H.  Bellevue,  anew 
house  on  the  lake,  well  managed  and 
comfortable;  H.  de  la  Poste,  improved, 
moderate  charges.    8  m.  farther  on  is 

Stresa,  *H.  des  lies  Borromles,  avery 
good  house,  on  the  most  beantifhl  spot 
on  the  lake. 

The  principal  object  Id  going  to 
Baveno  or  Stresa  is  to  visit  \hfi  Borrow 
mean  Isiands  (which,  however,  may  be 
nearly  as  well  visited  trovfi  Pallania). 

By  starting  tolerably  early  the 
islands  may  be  visited  from  Baveno. 
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hence  there  is  a  puss  to  the  S.E.,  lead- 
ing through  the  Val  Canobbina  to 
Canobbio,  on  the  Lago  Maggiore.  The 
route  (path)  to  Locarno,  6  hrs.,  de- 
scends from  Sta.  Maria  Maggiore 
along  the  Melesso  torrent,  through  a 
vallej  called  CentooaUi, 

It  is  about  6  hrs.  walk  by  a  rough 
path  fh)m  Malesco  to  Locarno,  passing 
BorgnoM  about  half  way.     From 

/n^i^na  (Bustallo's  /n»)the  carriage- 
road  begins,  k  little  below  Intragna 
the  Melezzo  torrent  joins  that  from 
the  Val  Ossemone,  and  about  2  miles 
farther  the  joint  stream  unites  with 
the  Maggia  near  the  town  of 

Locarno  Csee  Rte.  113). 


ROUTE  113. 

BELLINZONA  TO  MAOAOINO  OR 
LOCARNO. 

The  Swiss  ports  of  Ma^adino  and 
Locarno  are  nearly  opposite  to  each 
oUier  at  the  N«  end  of  the  Laeo  Mag- 
giore. Though  Looamo  is  the  more 
important  place,  the  steamers  start 
from  Magadino  (calling  at  Locarno), 
Magadino  being  nearer  to  Bellin- 
zona  and  the  road  of  the  St  Gothard. 
It  is  9  m.  (carriage  10  fr.)  from  Bel- 
linzona  to  Magadino,  and  about  12^ 
to  Locarno  (carriage  15  fr.).*  Omni- 
buses ply  to  Doth  places  to  meet  the 
steamers. 

The  lower  part  of  the  valley  of  the 
Ticino,  between  Bellinzona  and  the 
lake,  is  a  broad  plain,  from  which  the 
mountains  receae  to  a  considerable 
distance,  but  still  give  grandeur  to  the 
landscape.  The  country  is  highly 
cultiyated,  the  slopes  covered  with 
vineyards,  but  the  bottom  becomes 
marshy  lower  down,  and  is  therefore 
unhealthy. 


a.  On  quitting  BeQinJEona  for  Maga- 
dino by  tne  Lugano  gate  the  dry  bed 
of  a  torrent  called  D^tgcmOta  is  passed. 
As  its  name  would  imply,  it  is  at  times 
a  great  scourge;  it  earned  off  in  1768 
the  Franciscan  convent  outside  the 
town,  and  threatens  similar  injury. 

There  are  many  country-houses  on 
the  outskirts;  and  high  upon  the 
slopes  of  th6  hills  are  numerous  build- 
ings, now  deserted,  to  which  in  ancient 
times  the  natives  of  Bellinxona  used 
to  resort  for  safety  when  the  plague 
was  raging  in  the  town.  At  Onft> 
fuu«o,  we  road  to  Lugano,  over  the 
Monte  Cenere(Bte.  114X  turns  to  the 
E.  out  of  our  route. 

Magadino,  {Inn:  H.  Belvedere,  not 
recommended,  dirty  and  dear.)  The 
reputation  of  the  unhealthiness  of 
this  place  has  been  exaggerated,  and 
can  only  apply  to  the  months  of  Sep> 
tember  and  October,  when  foyers  are 
at  times  prevalent  owin^  to  the  n^gh- 
bouring&lta  of  the  Ticmo;  much  has 
been  done  to  remedy  this,  and  effec- 
tually. 

Magadino,  since  the  opening  of  the 
Railway  between  Turin,  Genoa,  and 
Arona,  and  the  establishment  of  se- 
veral daily  lines  of  steamers  in  cor- 
respondence with  it,  has  become  s 
place  of  considerable  commercial  im- 
portance. Through  it  is  carried  a  large 
amount  of  agricultural  produce  to 
Piedmont  anaLombardy,  and  of  the 
produce  of  the  latter,  including  manii- 
mctures  and  colonial  produce,  for  the 
consumption  of  Switxerland.  Livy 
stock  especially  is  shipped  from  it  in 
ereat  numbers  to  the  plains  of  Jjom- 
bardy  and  Piedmont,  and  to  Genoa 
The  hours  of  sailing  of  the  ateamers 
are  liable  to  change.  Travellers  ahouM 
consult  tiie  latest  advertisementa. 

6.  To  Locarno.  Carriage  and  :? 
horses  in  2  hrs.  (15  fr.).  Hie  road 
hilly,  but  very  beautifoL  lUy.  in 
contemplation.  The  road  crosses 
the  Ticino  by  a  long  bridge  of  U 
arches.  In  the  autumn  the  rivs 
is  very  small,  but  is  flooded  in  tbe 

Spring  and  is  kept  in  by  a  strong 
yke  called  Tondo  Bipario,  ooo- 
structed  by  the  firench  under  Praads 
L    The  road  now  leaves  the  fiat  and 


Piedh  ^  Savoy. 

passes  under  the  Monte  Garasso,  and 
commands  a  good  view  of  the  oppo- 
site monn  tains,  including  the  Monte 
Cenere,  and  up  the  valley  over  the  ro- 
niantic  town  of  Bellinzona  to  the  snowy 
Alps  toweringbehind  it  The  road  then 
passes  through  a  wall  constructed  by 
the  Swiss  (since  1 848)  as  a  fortification. 
At  the  bridge  of  Sementina,  a  torrent 
issuing  out  of  a  ravine  on  the  rt  forms 
a  pretty  waterfalL   The  latter  part  of 
the  route,  after  crossing  the  torrent 
Verzasca  as  it  winds  alon?  the  W. 
shore  of  the  lake,  is  delightful,  carried 
amongst    villas    and    cnestnut-trees, 
mulberry-trees,  and  vines,  and  com- 
manding exquisite  views  of  the  lake 
And    mountains.    The    road    though 
hilly  is  excellent,  and  there  is  not  a 
more  beautiful  drive  in  Switzerland. 

Locarno  (Genu.  Luggarus).    (/nf»: 
Corona,  by  the  lake,  very  fair — atten- 
tive waiter;  Svizzero,  in  the  town,  tole- 
rably good).    This  is  one  of  the  three 
capitab  of  canton  Tessin  ;  it  has  3000 
In  nab.,  and  is  said  to  have  once  con- 
tained many  more,  but  has  decayed 
since  the  15th  century  in  population 
and  prosperity.    It  is  beautifrilly  situ- 
ated on  the  margin  of  the  lake,  on 
which  it   has    a  little  port,    at  the 
foot  of  the  wooded  cliffii  surmounted 
by  the  church  of  Madonna  del  Sasso, 
the    most   picturesque    of    monastic 
g^ronps,  ana  near   the    entrance    of 
the  converging  valleys  of  Verzasca, 
Maggia,  Ozzemone,  and  Centovalli. 
The    people,    the    vegetation,    and 
the   sky  are  all  Italian.    The  groves 
of  orange  and  lemon,  the  tall  white 
steeples   on    the   hill-sides,  and  the 
little  white  chapels  peering  out  from 
among  the.  trellised  vines,  and  mir- 
rored   in   the    glassy  lake,  are    all 
characteristic  futures  of  an  Italian 
landscape,  even  though,  as  far  as  fron- 
tier lines  are  concerned,  we  are  still  in 
Switzerland.    The  deposits  of  the  nu- 
merous torrents  here  flowing  into  the 
lake    have   encroached    considerably 
upon  it,  formine  aflat  delta.  The  spot 
is  one  of  singcihir  beauty,  and  g^atly 
to  be  preferred  to  Masadino  by  travel- 
lers requiring  to  halt  ror  the  night  near  [ 
the  head  of  the  Lago  Maggiore,  pre- 
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vious  to  embarking,  or  willing  to  re- 
main there  for  a  few  days  to  explore 
the  neighbouring  valleys. 

The  Oovemment  House,  in  the  midst  of 
a  square  planted  with  shrubberies,  was 
built  by  a  joint-stock  company  for  the 
sittings  of  the  grand  counciL  In  the 
old  castle  are  some  antique  rooms 
with  .  beautiful  wood-carvings.  The 
Madonna  del  Sasso,  20  min.  walk  above 
the  town,  is  well  worth  a  visit.  The 
path  is  formed  into  a  Calvary,  infe- 
rior to  those  at  Domo  d'Ossola  and 
Varallo,  but  beautifully  laid  out  with 
steps  and  paths  cut  in  the  rock.  The 
portico  of  the  church  commands  an 
exquisite  view  over  the  blue  lake,  and 
the  entrance  of  the  valley  of  the 
Tidno,  whose  winding  course  may 
be  traced  flashing  in  the  sun.  More- 
over its  church  contains  paintines  by 
Luini,  stuccoes,  bas-reliera,  &c  From 
this  a  footpath  leads  in  10  min.  to  the 
Monte  de  la  IHnitd,  commanding  an 
extensive  panorama.  On  Sunday, 
Jan.  9,  1863,  a  portion  of  the  roof 
of  the  parish  ch.  (S.  Antonio),  being 
loaded  with  snow,  gave  way  under 
the  weight,  fell  upon  the  congregation 
at  prayers,  and  crushed  to  death  47 
persons,  chiefly  women. 

The  market  at  Locarno,  held  once 
a  fortnight,  is  frequented  by  the  na- 
tives of  the  neighbouring  vaUeys,  and 
exhibits  a  singular  mixture  of  cos- 
tumes. 

In  former  days  the  power  and  in- 
tolerance of  the  Romish  priesthood 
acted  prejudicially  to  the  liberties 
and  interests  of  Locarno,  compelling 
those  among  the  citizens  who  had 
adopted  the  Reformed  futh  to  emi- 
grate. In  March,  1553,  116  persons, 
including  women  and  children,  who 
had  refused  to  purchase  the  privilege 
of  remaining  by  the  sacrifice  of  their 
religion,  were  banished  by  a  decree  of 
the  Swiss  Diet,  and  quitted  their 
homes  for  ever.  With  them  went  in- 
dustry and  prosperity;  they  settled 
at  Zurich,  transferring  thither  the 
manufacture  of  silk,  which  is  now  of 
such  vast  commercial  importance  to 
that  city.    The  day  after  the  sentence 
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of  exile  had  been  pronounced,  the 
papal  nundo  arriTeid  with  two  in- 
auisiton:  he  indignantly  objected  to 
tne  mildness  of  the  sentence,  and 
nr^ed  the  deputies  of  the  diet,  under 
pain  of  the  pope's  displeasure,  to 
couple  with  it  connscation  of  the  goods 
of  the  heretics,  and  separation  of 
them  from  their  children,  in.  order 
that  they  might  be  educated  by  the 

Sriests.  To  this  demand,  however,  the 
eputies  did  not  yield  obedience.  The 
doctrines  of  the  Reformation  were 
preached  here  first  by  Beccaria,  a 
pious  Milanese  monk,  about  1534:  he 
was  soon  expelled,  and  took  refuge  in 
the  Val  Misocco. 

There  were  21  convents  in  canton 
Tessin,  but  nearly  all  of  them  are  now 
suppressed.  The  criminal  statistics  of 
the  district  around  Locarno  formerly 
showed  a  large  amount  of  crime  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants. The  neighbouring  valley  of 
Yerzasca  was  in  evil  repute  for  the 
number  of  assassinations  committed 
in  it.  At  certain  seasons,  when  the 
vines  require  pruning,  the  men  wear 
at  their  girdle,  behind,  a  knife  a  foot 
long,  called  falciuolo — a  very  awkward 
weapon;  but  we  have  been  assured  b^ 
the  municipal  authorities  that  this 
state  of  thmgs  is  greatly  amended. 
However,  poutical  feeling  still  runs 
high  amoi^  so  hot-blooded  a  people. 
In  1855  one  of  the  most  influential 
men  in  the  town,  leader  of  one 
party,  was  deliberately  murdered  by 
two  brothers,  leaders  of  the  other 
party.  The  two  brothers  were  sen- 
tenced to  perpetual  imprisonment; 
but  the  superior  tribunal,  having  de- 
cided *'  that  this  crime  ought  not  to 
rank  with  common  offences,*'  soon  set 
them  at  liberty. 

The  Val  Biaggia  (Oerm.  Mayen- 
thal),  which  opens  out  close  to  Lo- 
carno, is  a  very  considerable  val- 
ley with  many  tributaries.  Half  an 
hour's  drive,  on  the  way  to  the  Val 
^^S^.<S  is  the  PcnU  Broth,  an  ancient 
and  picturesque  bridge  A  carriage- 
road  has  been  made  to  Cevio  (a  toler- 
able Inn\  in  the  main  valley,  about 
18  m.  from  Locarno,  and  thence  9  m. 
to  Pecoia,  through  the  branch  called 


Vol  Laoigzara,  !From  .F^istb,  the  high- 
est  village  in  that  branch  of  the  valley, 
there  is  a  pass  to  Airolo  in  6  hrs.  The 
pass  of  the  Criner  Furca  from  Cevio  to 
the  Val  Formazza  is  noticed  in  Bte. 
62.  At  the  head  of  the  Val  Ozzer- 
none,  another  tributary  valley,  are  the 
Baths  of  Cravegoia,  said  to  be  service- 
able in  scroralous  eases  and  in  in- 
ternal obstructions.  The  route  to 
Domo  d'Ossola  by  the  GentovaUi  i& 
described  Bte.  112.  These  vaJkys 
are  rarely  visited  by  strangers. 


ROUTE  114. 

BELLIKZONA  TO  LUOANO  AXD  OOMO,  BT 
TlIE  MONTE  CENERK. 

To  Lueano,  2]  Swiss  postsse20  £d^. 
m.  Although  the  distance  is  so 
small,  it  will  occupy  4  hrs.  Lugano  to 

Como,  2  J  posts  sr  19  Eng.  m. 

Diligences  daily  to  Lugano  (4fr. 
20),  and  Como  (8  fr.  70). 

This  road  turns  out  of  the  vtJky 
of  the  Tessin  at  Cadenaszo(Rte.  llS), 
5  m.  below  BeUinsona,  and  begins 
to  ascend  the  Monte  Cenare,  a 
steep  mountain,  whose  aides^  shady 
with  walnut  and  ohesnnt  wood,  9i9 
scaled  by  numerous  ligzags,  con- 
mandin^  exquisite  views  of  the  Vale 
of  the  Tessin  and  head  of  Lago  Ma^- 
fiore.  The  top  cannot  be  reached  lo 
less  than  2  hrs.  from  Bellinioiia  (Bea* 
fort  to  Caserma.)    Even  a  light  car- 
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riage  must  take  4  poat-horses  to  as- 
cend. This  part  of  the  road  has  long 
been  infested  by  robbers,  and,  not 
long  ago,  the  night  diligence,  in  cross- 
ing it,  was  aoeompanied  by  an  armed 
escort;  but,  since  a  guardhouse  of 
carabineers  has  been  established  on 
the  summit,  there  appears  to  be  less 
danger.  JiYom  the  summit  a  fine  view 
is  obtained  oyer  the  N.  extremity  of 
the  Lago  Magf^ore.  At  Rwera  the 
road  fuls  in  with  the  river  Agno, 
which  rises  about  12  m.  to  the  E.,  at 
the  foot  of  the  Monte  Camogh^,  and 
follows  it  through  Bironico  to  Morone, 
where  it  turns  to  the  L,  and  again  as- 
cends a  slight  eminence,  whence  an 
interesting  prospect  opens  out  on  the 
opposite  descent  towards  Lugano.  Jbi 
front  expands  its  beautiful  Idee,  backed 
by  mountains ;  and,  on  the  rt,  the 
Monte  Salvadore,  with  the  church  on 
its  conical  summit,  becomes  conspi- 
ouotis. 

lAngctno  (Germ.  Lauis)  (see  Rte.  115) 
is  distant  about  19  m.  from  Como 
(3  hrs.  posting)  and  12  firom  Yarese: 
the  Lago  di  Como  at  Menaggio,  on 
the  £.,  may  be  reached  in  3  hrs.,  and 
the  Lago  Maggiore  at  Luino  in  less 
(Rte.  115). 

The  road  to  Como  runs  by  the 
water-side,  under  the  Monte  Salva- 
tore.  The  limestone  rocks,  compos- 
ing^ its  b^e,  exhibit  a  singular  phe- 
nomenon, highly  interesting  to  the 
geolog^t.  About  10  minutes'  walk 
beyond  the  chapel  of  San  Martino^  a 
compact  smoke -grey  limestone  ap- 
pears by  the  road-side,  in  beds  about 
a  foot  thick.  "  The  further  we  ad- 
vance, the  more  we  find  the  beds  of 
limestone  traversed  by  small  veins, 
lined  with  rhombs  of  dolomite.  As 
^ve  advance,  the  rock  appears  divided 
by  fissures,  the  stratification  ceases  to 
be  distinct,  and,  where  the  face  of  the 
mountain  becomes  perpendicular,  it  is 
found  to  be  formed  entirely  of  dolo- 
mite, which  becomes  gradmdly  purer 
and  more  white,  until  a  little  way 
f  roni  Melide,  where  it  is  succeeded  by  a 
dark  augite  porphyry."  The  geolo- 
gist Von  Buoh  considered  that  the 
gaa  discharged  from  this  latter  igneous 


rook,  at  the  time  when  the  mountain 
was  upheaved  by  volcanic  forces  from 
below,  has  penetrated  the  fissures  of 
the  limestone,  and  changed  the  part  of 
it  nearest  to  the  porphyry  into  dolo- 
mite. The  change  in  colour  and  sub- 
stance, i^om  a  grey  limestone  into  a 
white  crystalline  marble,  like  loaf- 
sugar,  may  be  easily  traced  in  its  gra- 
dual transition  by  the  road-side.  As- 
cent of  the  Monte  Salvadore.  See 
Bte.  115. 

At  Melide  a  promontory  projects 
into  the  lake,  from  the  point  of  which 
a  stone  causeway  2400  ft.  lonff  has 
been  thrown  across,  connected  with 
either  shore  by  stone  bridges — thus 
replacing  an  inconvenient  ferry,  to 
Bisaone,  It  cost  more  than  a  million 
fhmcs.  Melide  is  the  birthplace  of 
Fontana,  the  architect,  who,  m  1586, 
transported  the  Egyptian  obelisk 
from  the  Coliseum  at  Bome,  and 
erected  it  on  the  square  in  front  of 
the  Vatican. 

After  a  delightful  ride  along  the 
shore  of  the  lake,  the  road  quits  it  at 
CapolagOf  where  were  2printing-ofiices, 
chiefly  of  prohibited  books,  and  com- 
mences a  long  ascent  by 

Mendrisio  (Inn,  Angelo),  a  town  of 
1700  Inhab.  It  is  supposed  to  be  the 
cradle  of  the  once-powerful  Milanese 
family  Delle  Torre,  or  Torriani.  The 
inhabitants  keep  their  wine  in  caves  in 
the  mountains,  which  form  capital 
cellars. 

[From  Mendrisio,  or  the  neighbour- 
ing village  of  Balerna,  is  the  most  con- 
venient point  for  ascending  the  Monte 
GenerosOf  called  also  Monte  Gicnnero, 
the  Rigl  of  the  Italian  lakes,  and  in 
naturafadvantages  no  way  inferior  to 
its  Swiss  rival  There  is  this  great 
difference  between  them^that  on  the 
Rigi  numerous  hotels,  and  a  whole 
army  of  guides,  mules,  and  other  as- 
sistants, await  the  tourist,  while  the  few 
travellers  who  ascend  the  Monte  Gene- 
roso  find  nothing  of  the  sort  There 
is  a  large  dairy-farm,  perhaps  1  hr. 
from  the  top,  on  the  S.E.  side,  where 
miUc  and    oreitd    can    be  had,     A 
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mountaineer  will  haye  no  difficolty 
in  reaching  the  summit  from  any 
side;  but  the  easiest  way  is  by  the 
Vol  Muggio,  which  opens  out  at  the 
village  of  Balema.  Unless  the  tra- 
veller be  well  used  to  rough  quarters, 
he  will  do  better  to  sleep  at  Men- 
drisio,  and  start  2  or  even  3  hrs.  be- 
fore diiBiylight.  There  are  no  regular 
glides,  and  the  best  are  boys  who 
are  used  to  tend  cattle  on  the  moun- 
tains. The  panorama  \b  one  of  the  very 
finest  in  the  entire  chain  of  the  Alps.] 

The  Italian  custom-house  and 
police-office  is  reached  a  little  be- 
yond Chiasso,  and  within  2  miles 
of  constant  descent  of 

CoHO  (Inn,  Angelo).  In  Handbook 
FOR  North  Italt.  Bailwav  from 
Camerlata  (stat.  on  the  top  of  a  hill, 
1  m.  above  the  town)  to  Monza  and 
Milan.    Trains  4  times  a  day. 


Orta,  will  make  Baveno  the  point  of 
departure.  In  each  case  they  will 
land  at 


ROUTE  116. 

BAVENO  TO  THE  LAKE  01*  OOHO,  BT 
LUINO  AND  THE  LAKE  OF  LUOANO. 

This  is  perhaps  the  most  aereeable 
mode  of  approaching  the  LiUce  of 
Ck>mo  and  combining  in  a  single  ex- 
cursion the  finest  portions  of  the  3 
lakes,  Maggiore,  Lugano,  and  Como. 

Travellers  coming  frt>m  Turin  or 
Genoa  may  take  the  steamer  at 
Arona;  those  from  the  St  Grothard 
may  start  from  Magadinoor  Locarno; 
while  those  who  have  crossed  the 
Simplon,  or  who  arrive  firom  the  val- 
leys of  Monte  Kosa  and  the  Lake  of 


Luino  (^Itm:  H.  della 
very  fair,  civil  people ;  Garibaldi 
made  a  stand  in  this  house  in  1849, 
and  the  walls  still  bear  marks  of 
the  bullets),  a  small  village,  on  the 
E.  shore  of  the  La|;o  Maniore,  the 
birthplace  of  the  pamter  B^-nardino, 
namea  after  it  Luini,  A  caleche 
with  2  horses  to  Lugano  costs  l.")  frs. 
There  is  a  Diligence  daily  correfipond- 
ing  with  the  steamers  which  touch 
here  early,  returning  frt>m  liofano  a; 
3  P.X.  A  good  carriage-roaa  Inds 
hence  to  Lugano,  13  or  14  m.,  a  drire 
of  2  j  hrs.,  ascending,  directly  frxim  the 
margin  of  the  lake,  the  steep  hill* 
behind  Luino,  which  commazia  a  fine 
prospect  It  then  follows  the  rt  bank 
of  the  Tresa,  upwards,  at  a  consider- 
able  heif  ht  above  that  river,  thioo^ 
a  beautinil  valley,  crossiiu^  the  Swiss 
frontier  about  3  m.  frt>m  luiino. 

Fonte  jy^sa^  a  village  of  365  In- 
habitants, is  named  from  an  old 
wooden  bridge  which  leads  to  the 
rt.  away  from  our  road,  across  the 
river  into  Lombardy.  At  the  further 
end  stands  the  Italian  toll  and  cus- 
tom-house ;  aifll,  on  this  side,  a  Swiss 
toll  is  exacted.  A  proportion  of  the 
cattle  with  which  Lombardy  is  sap 
plied  bv  Switzerland,  pass  over  il 
The  vilWe  is  prettily  situated  os  » 
bay  of  the  Lago  Lugano,  so  com- 
pletely land-locked  as  to  seem  a  dis- 
tinct lake. 

Another  of  the  winding  reaches  cf 
the  lake  stretches  N.  about  half  a  nak 
on  the  E.  of  our  road,  as  far  as 

Agno,  a  village  of  600  Ihhsh, 
placed  at  the  spot  where  the  AgatK 
or  Bedagio,  empties  itself  into  the 
lake. 

One  of  the  prettiest  scenes  cm  this 
very  picturesque  road  is  that  pr^ 
sentea  by  the  village  and  small  uh« 
of  Muscano»  which  lies  on  the  L  oi 
the  road  to 

jAtgano  —  Inns :  H.  du  Pare,  lam. 
and  well  situated  on  the  site  of  w 
Convent  of  the  Angels;  baths  in  the 
house— phairg^s,  ip  siuniper  9  fr.  » 
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day,  in  winter  6  fr. ;  Albergo  Sviz- 
zero;  Couronne.    £ng.  Ch.  serr. 

Lngano,  one  of  the  3  chief  towns  of 
the  canton  Tesain,  and  the  laigest, 
mo0t  thriving  in  trade,  and  most  ex- 
tending in  population,  contains  5600 
Inhab.,  and  is  charmingly  situated  on 
the  margin  of  the  Lago  Lugano.  It  is 
a  reg^ular  Italian  town  of  dirty  arcaded 
streets,  and  deserres  to  m  visited 
only  for  the  beauty  of  its  site  and 
the  scenery  of  its  lake.  The  hills  and 
mountains  around  abound  in  all  the 
productions  of  the  luxuriant  vegetation 
of  Italy;  and  numerous  villas  are  scat- 
tered along  its  slopes  and  margin, 
embowered  among  vmeyards  and  gar- 
dens, and  backed  Dy  the  foliage  of  the 
umbrageous  wahiut.  The  principal 
Church,  of  San  Lorenzo,  is  planted  on 
an  eminence,  commanding  a  fine  view. 
The  facade  is  richly  loomed  with 
sculpture,  and  is  said  to  be  from  a  de- 
sign of  Bramante. 

Close  to  the  H.  du  Fare  is  the  Ch. 
of  ScuUa  Maria  degli  Angwli,  founded  in 
1499,  containing  remarkable  paintings 
in  fresco  by  Bernardino  Lvmi;  a  Cru- 
cifixion of  large  sise  and  many  figures 
covering  the  widl  which  divides  the 
choir  from  the  body  of  the  ch.  -  It  is 
one  of  the  finest  works  of  the  Lombard 
schooL  It  is  flanked  by  fi&;ures,  life- 
si2e»  of  S.  Sebastian  and  S.  Boch 
(?  a  portrait  of  Luini)  :  observe 
the  angel  and  the  devil  extracting 
the  souls  from  the  mouth  of  the 
two  thieves!  A  Madonna  with'  the 
2  children,  in  fresco,  removed  to  a  side- 
chapcd  on  ihe  rt.,  is  a  work  of  g^reat 
beauty  and  refinement;  the  Last 
Supper,  in  3  compartments.  These 
paintings  were  almost  the  last  works 
of  Xnini  executed  before  his  death, 
1530. 

The  Po8t-offlce  is  in  the  Govern- 
ment House  (Palasso  Civico),  in 
Hefbrm-square:  near  it  is  the  Liceo 
(Cantonal  College).  There  is  a 
Theatre  here. 

The  Qiardmo  Cianij  on  the  margin 
of  the  lake,  contains  a  statue  (over- 
praised). La  Desolazione,  by  Vin- 
cenao  Vela,  a  Swiss  sculptor,  who 
modelled  the  statue  of  William  Tell 
on  the  fountain  before  the  H.  du  Pare. 


The  landlord  of  the  Park  Hotel 
has  an  English  clergyman  residing 
with  him  in  summer,  who  performs  on 
Sundays  the  English  church-service, 

Diliaence  daily  to  Luino  (Rte.  115), 
to  Bdlinzona,  and  to  Como  (Camer- 
kta  Stat.)  (Rte.  114).  Steamers  on 
the  Lago  Lujeano  to  Capo  di  Lago  and 
to  Porfezza  daily. 

Boate  on  the  lake,  with  1  boatman, 
2  fr.  for  the  hour;  with  2,  3  fr. 

There  are  considerable  factories  for 
throwing  silk  grown  in  canton  Tessin; 
and  Lugano  further  derives  activity 
and  prosperity  from  being  the  entre- 
pdt  of  goods  shipped  across  the  lake 
irom  Italy,  to  be  transported  over  the 
Alps,  and  tfice  verscL  A  larg^  fiur  is 
held  here  on  the  9th  October. 

Monte  Caprino,  —  The  mountain 
opposite  Lugano  is  penetrated  by 
natural  e^rottoes,  which  have  been 
converted  into  cellars,  called  Cantine. 
Numerous  small  houses  are  built  over 
them  ;  so  that  at  a  distance  they  have 
the  appearance  of  a  village.  These 
are  much  resorted  to  in  summer 
by  the  townspeople  on  account  of 
their  coolness. 

Cne  of  the  chief  objects  of  interest 
near  Lugano  is  the  panorama  of 
the  Alps  from  the  top  of  Monte 
Sahadore.  Time  m  ascending  from 
the  hotel  to  a  turning  out  of  high 
road  into  a  char-road  15  min.;  sharp 
ascent  of  20  min.  to  a  bad  mule-path; 
from  thence  50  min.  to  the  summit, 
2682  ft  above  the  sea-level.  The 
slope  is  covered  with  cyclamen.  This 
mountain,  wooded  nearly  to  the  top, 
forms  a  promontory,  washed  on  two 
sides  by  the  Lake  of  Lugano.  The 
view  extends  over  numerous  other 
lakes,  and  is  bounded  by  Uie  snowy 
chain  of  the  Alps.  The  distant  pros- 
pect cannot  be  compared  with  that 
from  the  Motterone,or,  better still,frt>m 
the  Monte  Qeneroso,  as  it  is  limited 
in  many  directions  by  intervening 
summits;  but  the  view  of  the  Monte 
Rosa  chain,  and  the  glimpses  of  more 
distant  snowy  Alps,  heighten  the  effect 
of  the  beaunfiil  scenery  near  at  hand. 
Cn  the  summit  is  a  pilgrimage  chapel. 
The  entire  excursion  takes  3  nrs. 
goodwalking,  or  4  on  horseback.  The 
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charge  for  a  horse  or  mule  is  6  fr., 
but  more  is  often  demanded,  and  a 
present  (buonmrnmo)  to  the  guide  is  ex- 
pected. It  is  a  good  plan  for  ladies 
to  take  a  carriage  to  the  beginning  of 
the  mole-path,  and  let  it  await  their 
return,  while  they  climb  the  hill  on 
foot.    For  the  geology  see  Bte.  114. 

**  Monte  Salvadore  stands  amid  the 
intricacies  of  the  Lake  of  Lugano, 
and  is,  from  a  hundred  points  of  view, 
its  principal  ornament— ruing  to  a 
heignt  of  2000  ft.,  and,  on  one  side, 
nearly  perpendicular.  The  ascent  is 
toilsome,  but  the  traveller  who  per- 
forms it  will  be  amply  rewarded. 
Splendid  fertility,  rich  woods,  and 
daszling  waters,  seclusion  and  con- 
finement of  view  contrasted  with  sea- 
like  extent  of  plain,  fSeuling  into  the 
sky — and  this  i^in,  in  an  opposite 
quarter,  with  an  horiaon  of  tne  lof- 
tiest and  boldest  Alps — unite  in  com- 
posing a  prospect  more  diversified  by 
magnificence,  beauty,  and  sublimity 
than  perhaps  any  other  point  in  Eu- 
rope, of  so  inconsiderable  an  elevation, 
oonunands." —  WordswortK 

The  Logo  Lugano  (called  also  Cer^' 
sio)  is  exceedingly  irregular  in  shape, 
making  several  very  acute  bends,  so 
that  the  conspicuous  mountain  Salva- 
dore stands  on  a  promontory,  washed 
on  two  sides  by  its  waters  :  its  great- 
est lenc^  is  about  20  m.  Its  E.  and 
W.,  ana  one  of  its  S.  arms,  terminate 
in  the  Lombard  territory. 

The  scenery  of  this  lake  is  sur- 
passingly beautiftil,  and  has  a  cha- 
racter dustinct  from  that  of  its  two 
neighbours,  Como  and  Maggiore,  in 
beinff  more  rugged  and  unculti- 
vated. It  at  the  same  time  presents 
great  variety  ;  near  Lugano  its  shores 
are  as  smiling,  as  frequently  speckled 
vidth  white  vifias  and  churches,  and  as 
richly  frmged  with  vines,  fig-trees, 
and  walnut-groves,  as  the  more  g^- 
den-like  bor£rs  of  the  Lago  di  Ck>mo  ; 
but,  in  penetrating  its  E.  bay  from 
Lugano  to  Forlezza,  the  mountains 
gradually  assume  a  more  wUd  and 
precipitous  outline,  and  the  darker 
tints  of  the  rocJt  and  oak  copse  fur- 
oiui  the  predominating  colour. 

Steamer  from  Capo  di  Lago  to  Lu- 


gano, and  Lugano  to  Porlexza.  Those 
who  wish  to  eiyoy  the  somery  at  thdr 
leisure  will  prefer  a  row-boat — diarge 
with  1  rower  7  fr.,  with  2  rowers 
12  fr. 

Porlezza  lies  within  .  tlie  Italiaa 
frontier.  Chars  may  be  hired  here 
to  go  to  Henaggia  The  road  tra- 
verses a  very  pMtty  valley,  passing 
on  the  rt  the  little  lake  of  J^aDo. 
It  is  a  walk  of  about  2  hrs.  (carriage 
10  or  12  fr.)  to  reach 

Jfmaggio  (^Ztm:  Corona),  an  unim- 
portant village  on  the  W.  aliOTe  of  tltf 
Lago  di  Como.  Near  it  ia  tiie  TtUi 
Vigonif  formerly  JfyUus^  with  aosae 
good  statues.  The  pedestiian,  vitk 
a  euide,  may  reach  Cadenabbia  or  Ja 
Augolica  without  descending  to  Me- 
naggio.  The  path  is  rougfa,  bat  tbr 
scenery  beautiraL  Excelfent  Hoteb 
are  the  Bellevue  at  Cadenabbia^  and 
the  eood  and  quiet  HOtel  de  la  Yill' 
de  Milan  at  La  Mcqolica,  cloae  te 
which  the  steamers  stopc 


LAKE  OF  OOMa 

From  the  hill  above  Menaggio,  os 
the  Porlezza  road,  the  trav^fer  ob- 
tains his  first  view  of  the  lake  of 
Como,  at  perhaps  the  most  bouitiful 
point  of  tnis  most  beautifril  of  the 
Italian  lakes. 

The  Lake  of  Como,  called  br  the 
andents  Lacui  Larius  (te  Lari  Max- 
ume  1 —  Vtry.),  is  about  40  miles  loag. 
from  N.  to  S.  Its  S.  extremity  is 
divided  into  two  branches  by  tb^ 
promontory  of  BeUaggio  ;  at  the  bot- 
tom of  one  of  these  bays  lies  Oevw 
(Comum),  the  birthplace  of  Plisr 
and  Volta  ;  and,  at  tne  extremity  oV 
the  other,  on  the  £.,  Leoco,  The  cfiief 
feeder  of  the  lake  is  the  Adda,  which 
enters  it  at  the  K.,  and  flows  oat  at 
Leoco.  Taken  altogether,  it  perhap 
surpasses  in  beauty  of  scenery,  and  lo 
the  richness  of  its  vesetatioiiy  evm 
other  lake  in  Italy,  fi  eDJeysacW- 
sical  reputation,  as  the  resiaenee  of  the 
two  Plinys,  and  the  scene  of  the  acm- 
tific  researches  of  the  elder  Fliiiy,  the 
naturalist.      Claudian  describes  the 
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voyage  im  the  lake  in  the  following 
elegant  lines : — 

**  Protinaa  ambrosa  qa£  vestit  littot  olivA 
Luiaa,  at  dnlci  mentitnr  Nerea  flneta, 
I^rri  popp*  laenm  pnetervolat,  oetOB  inde 
Seandit  inaooeam  bminali  sidere  montei/' 


A  true  poetic  picture  is  presented 
by  the  aauior  of 'Philip  van  Arte- 
velde:' — 

*'  SobUxne,  bat  neitbor  bleak  nor  bare, 
Nor  miaty  are  the  mountains  there, 
Softly  sablime— proftuelv  fcir, 
Up  to  their  sammita  clothed  In  green. 
And  fruitfbl  as  the  vales  between. 
They  liffhUy  rise. 
And  leale  the  skiea, 
Andoroves  and  gardens  still  aboand ; 
For  where  no  shoot 
Could  else  take  root 
The  peaks  are  shelved,  and  terraeed  round. 

Earthwwd  appear  in  mingled  growth 
The  mulberry  and  maise,  abore 

The  tzellis'd  vine  extends  to  both 
The  lealV  shade  they  love. 

Looke  oat  the  white^wall'd  cottage  here, 

The  lowly  chapel  rises  near; 

Far  down  the  root  must  roam  to  reach 

The  lovely  lake  and  bending  beaeh ; 

While  cheanut  green  and  olive  gray 

Chequer  the  steep  and  wfaidhig  way.** 

To  describe  all  the  objects  of  interest 
on  tbe  shores  of  the  lake,  and  the  ex- 
carBions  which  may  be  made  among 
the  sorronndingmoontains  and  valleys, 
wotxld  fill  a  moderate  volume,  llie 
m^kjnfTJty  of  visitors,  however,  content 
themselves  with  the  immediate  shores 
and  neighbourhood  of  the  lake,  and 
with  the  exquisite  views  which  they 
obtain  vrithout  labour  from  the  boat  or 
steamer  on  the  lake. 

Tbe  proper  fare  for  a  row-boat  is 

I  fr.  an  hour  for  each  boatman.  When 

time  is  not  an  objeot  and  the  weather 

is    settled   one  boatman  is  enough. 

In  fine  weather  during  summer  the 

winds  are  invariable:  from  sunrise  to 

lO  or  11  a  gentle  breeze,  N.,  or  down 

the  lake :  calm  for  an  hour  or  two  dll 

past   12,  when  a  gentle  breese,  S.,  or 

up  the  lake,  rises,  and  continues  tUl 

aunseCy  after  which  a  dead  calm  till 

sunrise.    Boats   avail   themselves  of 

this,   and  wait  for  wind  as  a  river 

bar^^  vraits  for  tide.    As  a  genetal 

rale    the  surface  of  the  lake  is  but 

sli^htl J  f^UTowed ;  sudden  storms  are, 

l^oweTer,  not  rare,  and  the  violent 

sqcuUls  that  sometimes  sweep  down  the 

Is^e   are  dangerous  to  inexperienced 


boatmen.  Several  fiital  accidents  have 
happened  to  foreign  visitors.  The 
boats  are  most  picturesque,  and  exactly 
resemble  those  depicted  by  old  painters. 
They  are  not  so  slow  as  their  appear- 
ance would  lead  one  to  expect 

The  principal  places  on  the  £.  shore 
of  the  lake  are  noticed  in  Rte.  1 16.  The 
following  are  the  chief  places  on  the 
W.  shore  and  on  the  Como  branch  of 
the  lake,  commencing  at  the  N.  end. 

DomaaOf  nearly  opposite  to  Colico. 
From  hence  there  is  a  pass  into  the 
Yal  Misocco,  and  another  over  the 
Jorio  Fasa  (about  7000  ft.)  to  Bellin- 
zona  in  6  hrs.    2  m.  from  hence  is 

Gravedona,  a  large  and  populous 
village  with  a  church  of  the  Idth  cent., 
containing  some  ancient  Christian  in- 
8crii>tions  from  an  earlier  building. 

Dongo,  and 

MusaOf  have  little  of  interest. 

Bezxomco  has  the  remains  of  a  13th 
cent,  strouffhold,  now  belonging  to 
the  Duke  Litta.  The  boatmen  here 
have  the  name  of  being  the  best  on 
the  lake,  and  will  venture  out  when 
others  dare  not  put  out  to  meet  the 
steamer. 

Menaggio  has  been  already  noticed. 

La  Majoiicc^  in  a  woody  situation, 
200  jurda  from  the  steamer's  luid- 
ing-plaoe  at  Cadenabbia,  conrists  of 
but  3  or  4  houses  close  to  the  lake. 
A  short  walk  with  a  gentle  ascent 
leads  to  the  church  of  j^  Madonna  di 
San  Martmo,  perched  upon  a  shelf  of 
rock  overhanging  the  lake  and  com- 
manding a  beautiful  view.  A  longer 
excursion,  which  mav  be  made  from 
hence  or  fh>m  Cadenabbia,  is  the 
ascent  of  the  Monte  Crocione.  There 
is  a  circuitous  path  by  which  mules 
may  (?)  reach  the  summit,  but  the 
direct  way  is  steep  and  fiitiguing,  and 
at  the  top  the  grass  is  even  dangerously 
slippery.  The  finest  view  is  not  that 
fh>m  the  K.  point  where  stands  a  large 
wooden  cross,  but  from  another  summit 
farther  W.  The  view,  though  of  couve 
very  fine,  is  not  equal  to  those  fh>m 
the  Monte  Generoso,  the  Legnone,  or 
the  Como  di  Canzo. 

Cadenabbia  {Inna  :  '^Bellevne,  very 
good,  clean  and  oomfortaUe,  cooler 
than     Bellaggio,    English    service; 
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Belle  lie,  also  well  spoken  of),  a 
place  of  great  resort  with  the  Mi- 
lanese in  summer.  Close  to  Cadenab- 
bia  is  the  VUla  Carlotta,  formerly 
Sommariwi  (belonging  to  the  Duke  of 
Saxe-Meiningen),  among  terraces  bor- 
dered with  myrtle  hedges  20  ft.  high. 
This  place  contains  the  Amore  e  Psyche, 
and  other  works  of  Canova^  and,  above 
all,  Thonoaidsm's  grand  bas-relief,  the 
Triumph  of  Alexander,  executed  for 
Napoleon  when  Emperor,  and  designed 
by  him  to  decorate  the  Simplon  arch 
at  Milan. 

Opposite  to  Cadenabbia  extends  the 
promontory  of  Bellaggio. 

BeUaggio.  (Inns :  *H.  Grande  Bre- 
tagne,  with  gardens  and  excellent 
view;  first-rate  in  comfort,  cleanli- 
ness, and  proprietor,  but  dear.  Eng- 
lish Church  service.  It  is  admi- 
rably kept  by  M.  and  Mdme.  Antonio 
Melfa ; — H.  Genazzini  good ;  H.  and 
Pensiou  de  Florence.)  This  is  a 
delightful  spot,  commanding  noble 
views  over  the  lake.  The  prospect 
is  triple,  extending  upwards,  as  well 
as  down  towards  Como  and  Lecco. 
The  best  points  for  enjoying  it  are  the 
terraces  and  delightfiil  garacns  of  the 
VUla  Serbelkm  above  the  village. 
There  are  no  walks,  however ;  nothins 
but  narrow  stony  lanes  between  dead 
walls,  obstructing  all  view. 

The  Villa  Melzi^  another  palace,  is 
elegantly  fitted.  •  It  has  fine  works  of 
art — statues,  busts,  a  portrait  of  Na- 
poleon; chiefly  vinted  on  account  of 
Its  beautiful  flower-garden,  abounding 
in  tropical  plants,  rare  pines,  &c. 

The  VUla  Qiulia  belongs  to  the  Kin^ 
of  the  Belgians.  View  over  Lago  di 
Lecco. 

There  are  other  villas  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood to  which  the  boatmen  will 
take  visitors.  They  all  have  their 
state-rooms,  but  are  principally  re- 
markable for  the  luxuriance  with 
which  English  green-house  plants 
flourish  in  ue  open  air. 

There  cannot  be  a  more  delightful 
voyage  than  that  along  the  S.W. 
arm  of  the  lake  to  Como ;  the  shores 
are  literally  speckled   with  villages 


and  with  white  villas,  the  summer 
resort  of  the  Milanese  gentry  during 
the  season  of  the  Yilleggiatnra. 

The  village  seen  on  the  W.  shore, 
immediately  after  leaving  Cadenab- 
bia, is 

TVemezzo,  with  a  second-rate  Im, 
Beyond  this  a  rocky  promontory  stands 
out  into  the  lake ;  its  rounded  summit 
is  laid  out  as  pleasure-ground,  and 
near  the  point  is  the  fine  Villa  BalU^ 
nello,  belonging  to  Count  ArconatL  A 
few  miles  farther  on  the  same  side  is 

Argegno,  at  the  opening  of  the  Ta 
Intelvi.  From  hence  the  Monte  Gt- 
neroso  (Rte.  114)  may  convenienti} 
be  ascended.    Nearly  opposite  is 

Nesso ;  above  it,  in  a  narrow  ravist 
called  the  Orrido  di  Nesso,  is  a  watei^ 
fall  not  worth  a  visit  from  those  who 
have  seen  the  Alps.  About  7  m. 
farther  E.  is 

La  Plmiana,  now  the  pn^rty  of 
Marchesa  Trotti  (^or  Princess  Befgio- 
joso),  a  square  building,  so  called,  not 
because  Pliny  lived  here,  but  because 
an  intermittent  spring,  rising  behind 
it,  is  asserted  to  be  the  one  minmelj 
described  by  him. 

The  Villa  Lenno  is  supposed  to  stasd 
on  the  site  of  Pliny's  VOla^  which, 
from  its  sombre  situation,  he  calkd 
TragecUa ;  an  opinion  confirmed  by  the 
discovery  of  broken  columns,  &c.,  ib 
the  lake. 

Nearly  opposite  is  the  hamlet  nf 
Moltrask),  which  also  boasts  its  water- 
^1 ;  near  to  it  is  the  large  ViUa  Pa- 
salacqua;  and  on  the  oppoute  or  E 
shore,  on  a  projecting  point,  is  tk 
picturesque  villaige  of  limo,  Theoc^ 
to  Como,  wherever  the  slope  of  tfct 
mountain  is  not  too  steep,  TiUas  con- 
stantly succeed  each  other.  Those  ^ 
Madame  Tacdioni  the  opera  dancer. 
of  Prince  Trubetxkoi,  of  MadaBt 
Pasta  the  singer,  and  of  Count  Ti- 
vema,  are  amongst  the  most  nocioe- 
able.  These  villas,  like  all  the  idac« 
on  the  £.  shore  of  this  branch  of  thif 
lake,  are  accessible  only  by  water,  cr 
by  an  exceedingly  rough  path.  &• 
only  for  mountaineers. 


Pie^f-  ^  Savoy.        ROUTE  116.— chuvenna  to  lbccx). 

On  the  W.  shore,  about  2)  m.  from 
Come,  is 

CemolAio.  Inn :  *La  Regina  dlnghil- 
terra,  a  large  and  most  comfortable 
hotel,  admirable  in  cleanliness,  good 
management,  and  in  situation,  close  to 
the  lake.  It  is  very  good  and  pleasant 
winter  quarters.  Adjoining  it  is  the 
Villa  dTEate,  for  sometime  the  residence 
of  the  late  Queen  Caroline.  The  Monte 
Bisbmo,  which  rises  N.  of  the  hotel, 
and  may  be  ascended  in  2^  hrs.,  com- 
mands an  admirable  yiew.  There  is 
a  good  carriage-road  to  Oomo,  and 
omnibus  to  Como,  ^  hr.  drive,  and  to 
Cameriata  Stat  On  the  way  is  passed 
the  VUla  Ratmondi^  one  of  the  largest 
on  the  lake. 
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CoHo.  —  Inns:  Angelo,  close  to 
the  steamboat  quay,  good;'  Italia: 
neither  of  them  comparable  to  the 
hotel  at  Gemobbio.  See  Cathedral, 
Rom.  (1396) ;  its  Baptistery  a  design 
of  Bramante's ;  3  paintings  by  Lnini. 
Broletto  (town-hall),  13th  centy.,  on 
arches.  These  buildings  are  of  mai^ 
ble,  in  stripes.  For  a  description  of 
this  yery  interesting  town  see  Hand- 
book FOR  N.  Italy. 

Trayellers  bound  for  Milan  should 
not  forget  that  the  rly.  stat.  is  at 
Clameriata,  1}  m.  up  hill  (omnibus 
in  20  min.).  The  antiquary  should 
not  omit  to  yisit  the  cnurch  of  S, 
Abbondio,  10th  cent.,  about  a  mile  out 
of  the  town.  The  yillages  by  the 
lake  and  the  scattered  hamlets  on  the 
mountains  are  belieyed  to  contain 
many  remains  of  early  middle-age 
architecture  which  would  well  repay 
careftd  inyestigation. 


[SwUx.'] 


ROUTE  116. 

CHIAVENNA  TO   VECCO. 

Eng.  m. 
ChUivenuA. 

Riva 9 

OoUoo 9 

Varenna     ....*..    11 
Leooo 15 

The  high-road  connecting  the  pass  of 
the  SplUgen  with  Milan  runs  through 
the  yalley  of  the  JIfatra  or  Mera,  and 
is  thence  carried  along  the  E.  shore 
of  the  L.  of  Como  to  Lecco.  A  dili- 
gence leayes  Chiayenna  ^  hour  after 
midnight  and  reaches  Lecco  about  7 ; 
from  thence  it  ^oes  on  to  the  rly.  stat. 
at  Monza,  arriying  in  time  for  the  train 
which  reaches  Milan  at  10  o'clock. 
There  is  also  an  omnibus  from  Chia- 
yenna to  meet  the  lake  steamer  at 
Colico.  Below  Chiayenna  (Rte.  S7) 
the  yalley  of  the  Maira  is  flat  and 
marshy  till  it  reaches 

Bwa,  near  the  N.  extremity  of  the 
Lago  Mezzola,  called  also  Lago  di 
Riya.  It  is  a  most  picturesque  small 
lake,  so  walled  in  by  mountains  that, 
until  a  few  years,  there  was  no  road 
by  the  side  of  it,  and  trayellers  were 
carried  across  it  in  flat  barges  by  a 
tedious  nayigation,  rendered  difficult 
and  intricate  by  the  annually  in- 
creasing deposits  of  mud,  which  form 
shoals  between  this  lake  and  that  of 
Como,  and  preyent  the  steamboat  as- 
cending to  Riya.  The  naked  and 
sayage  mountains  around  haye  a  yery 
pecimar  outline.  Their  sides  are  fur- 
rowed with  rayines,  down  which  furi- 
ous torrents  precipitate  themselyes  at 
some  seasons,  strewing  the  margin  of 
the  lake  with  wreok.  The  engmeers 
who  constructed  the  capital  new  road, 
finished  in  1885,  experienced  the  great' 
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est  obstacles  in  crossing  the  d^ris  at 
the  mouth  of  these  ravines.  The 
Codera,  one  of  the  most  f orions  tor* 
rents,  spreads  oat  its  waste  of  rocks 
and  gravel  in  the  shape  of  a  &n,  for  a 
breadth  of  at  least  half  a  mile.  This 
riverat  ordinary  times  trickles  through 
the  stones  in  3  or  4  paltry  driblets, 
crossed  by  wooden  bridges,  under 
which  the  water  is  turned  by  the 
construcUon  of  artifidal  canals,  flanked 
by  wedge-shaped  dams  and  dykes. 
After  traversing  this  desolate  space 
the  road  is  carried  through  two  galle- 
ries excavated  in  the  rock,  and  soon 
after  emerges  upon  the  delta  of  the 
river  Adda,  flowing  from  the  £.  out 
of  the  Valteline  into  the  lake  of  Como. 
There  can  be  little  doubt  that  the  lake 
originally  bathed  the  feet  of  the  moun- 
tain on  this  side ;  but,  in  the  course  of 
ages,  the  deposits  brought  down  by 
the  Adda  and  Maira  have  so  far  en- 
croached on  it  as  to  form  an  extensive 
plain  of  swamp  and  morass,  through 
which  the  river  Adda  now  winds. 
The  new  causeway  stretches  in  a 
straight  line  across  this  morass,  passing 
the  Adda  upon  a  long  wooden  bridge, 
too  narrow  for  more  than  one  carriage 
at  a  time.  Near  the  centre  of  the 
plain  the  jpT^t  road  to  the  Stelvio 
branches  off  on  the  1.  (See  Handbook 
voB  South  Germany.)  The  Spanish 
Fort  Fuentes,  buUt  1603,  as  the  key  of 
the  Valteline,  on  a  rock,  once,  perhaps, 
an  island,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Adda, 
is  left  on  the  rt.,.  and  the  margin  of 
the  lake  of  Como  is  reached  at 

Colioo,  a  village  situated  under  the 
Monte  Legnone,  immediately  S.  of  the 
embouchure  of  the  Adda.  It  is  less 
unwholesome  than  formerly,  owing  to 
the  drainage  of  a  large  portion  of  the 
marsh-land.  It  is  not,  however,  a  good 
halting-place;  the  indifferent  Innsy 
All'  Isola  Bella  and  Angelo,  are  poor 
and  not  clean. 

Steamboats  from  Como  arrive  off 
Colico  evenr  day,  about  noon,  and  re- 
turn in  half  an  hour.  On  some  days 
in  the  week  there  is  also  a  steamer 
early  in  the  morning.  They  will  em- 
bark or  disembark  a  carriage;  fare, 
first  class,  3  frs.  Boatt  may  at  all 
times  be  hired  here  to  cross  or  descend 


the  lake,  but  they  are  dear,  sod  tm 
scarcely  safe  for  carriages. 

Diligences  daily — to  Bormio  Baths 
at  the  foot  of  the  Stelvio,  passio^ 
through  Sondrio;  to  Milan,  acns 
the  St>lugen. 

For  Bellaggio  and  the  villas  on  the 
Lake,  see  Rte.  115. 

[Colico  is  the  best  point  from  whenee 
to  undertake  the  ascent  of  the  L^giusu 
(about  8600  £ng.  ft),  the  highest 
mountain  rising  from  the  shores  of  the 
lake.  It  is  a  long  and  fatiguing  day  8 
work,  but  the  view  from  the  summit 
when  clear,  which  is  not  Terr  cod- 
monly  the  case,  must  be  of  the  nighest 
order.]  About  half  way  to  Vareniia 
is  Corenno,  near  the  opening  <tf  the 
Val  Varrone,  from  whence  the  ascent  of 
the  Legnone  is  also  practicable.  The 
whole  road  from  Colico  to  Vareana  is 
a  remarkable  specimen  of  engineerisg 
for  the  time  when  it  was  constructed. 
In  several  places  the  mountains  de- 
scend so  steeply  into  the  lake  that  it 
was  necessary  to  carry  the  raid 
through  tunnels  excavated  in  the  solid 
rock.    9  m.  from  Colico  is 

Beliano,  at  the  mouth  of  the  PioKerm, 
the  stream  fh>m  the  Vol  Saasma^^htrnt 
tiful  valley,  through  which  the  pedes- 
trian who  has  already  seen  the  lake 
may  reach  Lecco  in  6  or  7  hrs^  passiaf 
IntrobbiOf  the  principal  village  of  the 
valley,  where  there  is  a  tolerable  Im. 
On  the  slope  of  the  moontain  abo^ 
Bellano,  and  about  500  ft.  abore  tix 
lake,  is  the  Hydropathic  Pjfgftfigfcwfli* 
of  Jieffoledo,  much  frequented  both  hf 
Milanese  and  by  foreigners.  It  is  aid 
to  be  well  conducted. 

Varerma  (Thn,  Albergo  Marciocae. 
on  lake,  good  and  dean),  the  hesi 
stopping  place  on  the  E.  side  of 
the  lake.  Visit  the  remarkable  gal- 
leries near  it,  excavated  in  the  scdid 
rock,  to  allow  that  magnificent  &»i 
to  the  Stelvio  Pass  to  traverse  the  £. 
shore  of  the  lake.  Pleasant  walks  cp 
the  mountain  behind,  to  the  Oastie.  tt» 
Perleda,  and  along  the  brow  of  the 
hill  to  the  Cascade  Fiume  de  Lmxtt— 
extensive  view. 

A  very  interesting  expedition  fcr  a 
mountaineer  is  the  ascent  of  the 
Grigna  or  Motiie  Oodme  (7986  ft),  the 
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rugged  range  which  in  tier  over  tier  of 
oolomite  precipices  overhangs  the  S.E. 
branch  or  the  lake,  commonly  called 
the  Lago  di  Lecco.     It  is  scarcely 
possible  to  find  the  way  without  a 
guide,  as  the  mountain  is  not  seen  for 
a  great  part  of  the  way.    The  best 
plan  is  to  go  first  from  Varenna  to  the 
village  of  Esine,  and  there  inquire  for 
a  shepherd  boy  who  knows  the  moun- 
tain and  will  serve  as  guide.   The  way 
to    the  summit  presents  the   utmost 
variety  of  beautilVd  and  wild  scenery. 
Food  should  be  taken,  as  none  will  be 
found,  and  it  is  not  too  much  to  allow 
13  or  14  hrs.,  inclusive  of  stoppages. 
An  easier  but  less  interesting  way  to 
reach  the  summit  is  1^  ascending  the 
steep  eastern  side  from  near  Introbbio. 
It   would  be  best  to  combine  both, 
ascending   from    Introbbio,  and  de- 
scending to  Varenna ;  but  it  would  not 
be   easy  to  find  a  guide  acquainted 
with  both  sides  of  the  mountain. 

Steamers  ply  on  the  S.E.  branch,  or 
LAke  of  Lecco,  only  on  Saturdays,  but 
the  scenery  will  be  more  fuUy  enjoyed 
from  a  boat  The  character  of  this 
part  of  the  lake  is  yerj  different  from 
the  rest,  being  far  wilder  and  more 
rugged. 


About  half-way  to  Lecco  is  Man- 
delloy  at  the  mouth  of  a  torrent  de- 
scending from  the  Grigna.  By  fol- 
lowing this  torrent  an  enterprising 
cragsman  may  reach  the  summit  of 
the  mountain,  but  it  is  not  an  excur- 
sion for  ordinary  travellers.  About  15 
£ng.  m.  from  Varenna  is 


JjEcco.      (See     Handbook 
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ROUTE  117. 

ARONA  TO  VARALLO,  IN  THE  YAL  8ESIA. 

Eng.  m. 
Arona. 
Borgom^ero   •    •    •    •    .    6  ; 

Bomagxumo Yi 

BorgoSesb H 

Varallo 6 

Altogether    5    hours*  drive   from 
Arena  to  Varallo — omnibus  daily. 

BorgomoBniro  is  a  large  well-built 
town  m  the  direct  road  to  Vercelli  and 
Turin,  from  Arena.   [From  Borgomi- 
nero  (no  post-horses)  a  good  carriage 
road  runs  through  the  vuli^  of  6oz- 
zano  to   Bvccionej  a  village    at  the 
head  of  the  lake  of  Orta,  which  may 
be  reached  in  an  hour,  from  Borgom^ 
nero.     A  road  has  also  been  made 
from  Arona  to  Orta,  avoiding  the  de- 
tour by  Borgom&nero.    The  scenery 
on  the  road,  especially  the  approach 
to  the  lake  of  Orta  TKte.  118),  is  very 
fine.    At  Buocione  boats  may  be  had 
to  Omegna  at  the  lower  end  of  the 
lake,  distant  9  m.;  or  to  Orta.] 

2q 
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From  BorgomaMro  there  is  an 
excellent  road  to  the  little  town  of 
Bomagnano  on  the  Sesia  (/mi,  La 
Posta),  remarkable  as  the  spot  where 
Bayard — taoM  pewr  et  sons  reproche — 
received  his  death-wound  while  pro- 
tecting the  rear  of  the  French  under 
Bonniyet  in  their  retreat  across  the 
Alps,  April  20, 1524.  From  Bomag- 
nano  the  road  up  the  course  of  the 
8esia  is  singularly  beautiful ;  the 
mountains  as  they  are  approached 
offer  richly  wooded  slopes,  and  the 
nuisses  are  relieved  by  castles, 
churches,  and  oratories.  The  vege- 
tation is  most  luxuriant ;  sev^al 
villages  are  passed. 

The  principal  place  before  arriving 
at  Yarallo  is  Borgo  iS^esia,  just  above 
the  junction  of  the  Strona,  on  which 
stream  lies  Val  DuggiOf  birthplace  of 
Gaudenzio  Ferrari,  the  painter.  Here 
the  valley  becomes  narrower,  and  the 
road  oners  some  striking  scenes, 
though  the  range  of  view  is  more 
limited.  It  opens  again  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of 


: 


Varalh,  Inns :  Albergo  dltalifr— 
ood;  dinner,  3^  fr.;  bed,  2  fr.; 
ireakfast,  1^  fr.  La  Foste,  fine  view, 
equally  good.  Falcone  Nero,  an 
Italian  trattoria.  There  is  need  of 
many  inns  to  provide  for  the  bodily 
wants  of  the  pilgrim  visitors  to  the 
Sacro  Monte,  who,  especially  on  the 
Festas  of  the  Church,  crowd  here  as 
devotees.  The  situation  of  this  town, 
and  the  sanctuary  on  its  celebrated 
Sacro  Monte — La  Nuova  Gerusalemme 
nel  Sacro  Monte  di  VarcUhf  as  the 
guide-book  calls  this  extraordinary 
place  of  pilgrimage — ^present  singular 
and  interesting  scenes,  which  no  one 
who  has  the  means  should  neglect  to 
visit.  Its  old  houses  and  richly 
wooded  slopes  form  a  tableau  that 
few  sketchers  fail  to  possess. 

The  *Sacro  Monte  rises  immediately 
above  the  town,  and  is  accessible  by  a 
paved  path,  wlkich  winds  up  the  side 
of  the  hill,  and  offers  from  every  turn 
picturesque  and  beautiful  scenes. 

In  the  fine  Ch,  of  S.  lyancisoo,  at  the 


foot  of  the  S.  Monte,  are  some  admirable 
works  by  Oaudenzio  Ferrari,  a  native  of 
Val  Duggia,  on  the  Strona,  a  papQ 
and  companion  of  Baphael,  executed 
after  his  return  from  Kome,  1510-13. 
The  whole  wall  dividing  the  nave  from 
the  choir  (the  passage  from  one  to 
the  other  being  only  through  a  small 
arch)  is  paint^  by  him  in  fresco,  in 
19  compartments,  representing  events 
in  our  Saviour's  history — the  central 
and    largest   being  the  Crudfixioo. 
They  are  all  most  carefully  executed, 
and  are  among  the  best  works  of  tht* 
master,  serving  to  illustrate  bis  po- 
sition in  Italian  art.    In  a  side  chapel 
(rt.)  are  also  2  frescoes  by  him — the 
Circumcision  and   the  Dispute  with 
the  Doctors;   not  so  goo<L    In  the 
cloister  is  a  Piet^;  and  in  the  Sacristy 
a  Virgin   and   saints,  on  wood,  by 
Giovenone  his  master,  much  injured. 

In  the  Ch.  of  St  Oatidenzio  is  s 
fine  altarpiece  on  panel  by  G.  Fa- 
ran. 

The  hill  of  the  Sacro   Monte  is 
covered  with  a  series  of  50  chapels  or 
oratories,  containing  groups  of  neure< 
modelled  in  terra-cotta,  painted  and 
clothed.    They  chiefly  represent  somt 
of  the  principal  events  in  the  histoiy 
of  Christ,  in  Uie  order  of  their  occur- 
rence.    These  structures    are   ne«^er 
entered;  they  are  merely  frames  or 
cases  for  the  subjects  grouped  withra 
them,  seen  from  2  or  3  peep-holes  in 
front,  like  those  in  the  raree-«hov% 
As  works  of  art  the  g^reater  number 
are  very  indifferent.    A  few,  on  the 
contrary,    by    Gaudenzio    and    hi> 
pupils,  contain  works  of  the  highest 
merit,  and  to  these  the  attention  or 
every  traveller  of  taste  is  spedallv  is- 
vited.    He  will  be  sorrv  to  miss  tfces. 
as  he  might  easily  do,  in    passici: 
rapidly  along  the  mass  of  rnblMfh. 
Externally,  these  oratories  are  lidi  := 
the  architectural  display  of  la^ades. 
porticos,  domes,  &c :  the  figures  with- 
in are  the  size  of  life. 

The  subjects  are  in  the  order  of  th^ 
numbers  of  the  chapels. 

1.  The  Fall  of  Man.   Adam  and  £t« 
are  seen  amidst  animals  of  sH 
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sorts  and  sizes,  from  the  ele- 
phant  to  the  rabbit. 

2.  The  AnnunciatioiL  The  series 
which  refer  to  Christ  com- 
mences. 

S.  The  Visitation. 

4.  The  Anfi;el  announcing  to  Joseph 

the  Idmracoloos  Conception. 

5.  The  Magi  and  Star  of  the  East, 

by  Gaudenzio  and  his  pupils. 

6.  The  Nativity. 

7.  Joseph  and  Mary  adoringChrist. 

8.  Therresentationin  the  Temple. 

9.  The  Angel  advising  Joseph   to 

fly  into  Egypt. 

10.  The  Flight. 

1 1  .*The  Murder  of  the  Innocents.  One 
of  the  large  oompositions  con- 
tains above  60  figures,  the  size 
of  life,  besides  the  painted 
groups  on  the  walls;  so  ar- 
ranged as  to  assist  the  compo- 
sition. 

12.  Tbe  Baptism  in  the  Jordan. 

13.  The  Temptation. 

14.  Christ  and   the  Woman  of  Sa- 

maria. 

15.  Clirist  Curing  the  Paralytic. 

1 6.  Christ  Raising  the  Widow's  Son. 

17.  The  Transfiguration.     This  ora- 

tory, by  !^etro  Petera,  a  native 
of  Yal  Sesia,  the  largest  of  all, 
perhaps  100  ft.  high,  is  repre- 
sented upon  an  enormous  scale; 
thegroupinthe  fbreeround  con- 
tains the  demoniac  boy ;  on  the 
mountain,  an  immense  modelled 
mass,  are  the  three  disciples; 
above  them  Christ,  with  Moses 
and  Elias ;  over  these,  painted 
on  the  walls  and  ceiling  of  the 
dome,  are  the  host  of  neaven; 
and  above  all,  the  Almighty. 

1 8.  The  Raising  of  Lazarus. 

1 9.  The  Entrance  into  Jerusalem. 

20.  The  Last  Supper. 

21.  Christ  in  the  Garden. 

22.  Christ  finds  his  Disciples  Sleep- 

ing. 

23.  Christ  betrayed  by  Judas. 

24.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Anna. 

25.  Christ  in  the  Hands  of  Caiaphas. 

26.  The  Repentance  of  St.  Peter. 

27.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Pilate. 

28.  Christ  in  the  House  of  Herod. 

29.  Christ  Reconducted  to  Pilate, 


30.  The  Flagellation* 

31.  Christ  Crowned  with  Thorns. 

32.  Christ  again  conducted  to  Pilate. 

33.  Christ  shown  to  the  People. 

34.  Pilate  Washing  his  Hands. 

35.  Christ  sentenceid  to  Death. 

36.  Christ  Bearing  the  Cross. 

37.  Christ  Nailed  to  the  Cross. 
38.**The  Crucifixion. 

The  paintings  on  the  walls  and 
ceiling  of  this  chapel  are  the 
masterpiece  of  Gaudenzio  Fer- 
rari. The  chief  subject,  a 
splendid  composition,  including 
60  or  70  figures,  is  in  good 
preservation.  Observe  the  soft 
beauty  of  the  group  of  females 
and  children. 

39.  Christ  taken  down  from  the  Cross. 

40.  The  Pietlkr— the  Women  around 

the  Body  of  Christ  This  was 
the  earliest  work  of  G.  Ferrari. 
The  frescoes,  now  much  in- 
jured, were  painted  when  he 
was  but  nineteen.  The  original 
modelled  figures  have  been  re- 
moved, and  others  substituted. 

41.  The  Body  wrapped  in  Linen. 

42.  San  Francesco. 

43.  Christ  Lying  in  the  Sepulchre. 

44.  Saint  Anna. 

45.  An    Angel    announcing   to    the 

Yimn  Mary  her  Translation 
to  Heaven. 

46.  The    Sepulchre    of    the   Virgin 

Mary. 

All  the  walls  are  painted,  and  many 
of  the  pictures  are  masterly  produc- 
tions, not  unworthy  of  the  reputation 
of  Pelegrino   Tibaldi,  whose  name   is 
found  in  the  list  of  those  who  were 
employed  upon  the  works  of  the  Sacro 
Monte  di  Varallo;  together  with  that 
of  Qavderaio  Ferrari,  Fiammmgo  the 
famous  sculptor  of  children,  and  many 
other  artists  of  eminence,  as  painters, 
sculptors,  and  architects.    The   val- 
leys of  the  Novarrese,  of  which  Val 
Sesia  is  the  principal,  are   remark- 
able for  the  number  of  painters  they 
have  produced,  and  the  names  of  many 
are  preserved  here  as  having  contri- 
buted to  the  embellishment   of  this 
siju^ar  sanctuary. 

Much  effect   is  produced    by   the 
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appropriate  sitimtioii  of  some  of  the 
suDJeetB.  The  access  to  the  place 
where  Christ  is  laid  in  the  sepiuchre 
is  by  a  yault,  where  little  light  is  ad- 
mitted; and  as  it  is  difficult  on  enter- 
ing from  the  open  day  to  distinguish 
at  first  any  object,  the  effect  is  very 
imposing. 

Many  of  the  figures  are  clothed  in 
real  drapery,  and  some  have  real  hair, 
which  appears  yery  grotesque,  yet 
full  of  character  and  expression;  many 
of  the  heads  are  finely  modelled.  In 
the  subject  of  the  Visitation  the  head 
of  a  female  is  strikingly  fine.  The 
executioners  oondnctin?  to  Calvary, 
or  otherwise  employed  in  inflicting 
suffering  on  Chnst,  are,  to  increase 
the  disgust  for  their  characters,  mo- 
delled with  goitres  appended  to  their 
throats. 

The  Sacro  Monte  originated  in 
the  piety  of  the  blessed  (ue,  half 
sunt)  Bernardino  Caimo,  or  Coloto, 
a  noble  Milanese,  who  obtained  in 
1486,  from  Pope  Innocent  VllL,  a 
faculty  to  founa  this  sanctuary.  Only 
3  or  4  chapels  were  built  in  the  time 
of  the  founder,  but  alter  two  visits 
paid  to  it  by  St.  Carlo  Borromeo  in 
1578  and  1584,  the  prestige  of  the 
spot  for  sanctity  soon  increased  so, 
that  princes  and  rich  devotees  con- 
tributed to  make  It  what  it  now  is. 
The  pallet  bedstead,  upon  which  the 
patron  saint  of  Milan  died,  is  pre- 
served here  as  a  holy  relic  for  the 
veneration  of  the  faitlifuL 

The  convent,  where  the  priests 
reside,  in  a  beautiful  situation, 
commands  views  of  Yarallo  and  the 
Val  Sesia  below  the  town.  At  the 
entrance  to  the  Oratories,  booths  or 
shops  are  estabUshed  for  the  sale 
of  corone^  i.  e.  beads,  crucifixes,  ma- 
donnas, &C.,  which  have  acauired 
sanctity  by  having  touched  the  blessed 
bed  of  the  holy  St.  Carlo,  or  other 
miracle-working  relics. 

Near  Varallo  are  nickel  -  mines 
worked  by  an  English  company. 

The  population  of  the  Y  al  Sesia  is 
about  35,000 ;  most  of  the  men  leave 
the  valley  and  find  employment  else- 
where as  masons,  buUt^rs,  ^c. 


There  is  good  trout-fishing  in  the 
river. 

The  Ponte  delta  Chth,  about  1  hr.'s 
walk  up  the  Val  MJastalone,  is  a  re- 
markable scene;  the  green  river 
hemmed  in  by  vertical  rocks  150  ft 
high,  is  spanned  by  a  lofty  bridge. 
A  good  carriage-road  goes  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Ferrera.  (See  Rtc.  123.) 
Omnibus  twice  a  day  £rom  Varallo 
to  Novara  Stat. 


ROUTE  118. 

BAVBNO  TO  y^RAUA  BT  THB  I^JlEE  OF 
OBTA,  OR  BT  YAL  8TBONA. — MOHTC 
HOTTBBONB. 


} 


4  fan.  18  m. 


h.  n. 
Bareno  to  Oraveuon*  1  23 
Omegna  ....  1  0 
Orto    .....    1  M 

The  lake  of  Orta  may  be  reached 
fW>m  Baveno,  either  by  ascending  the 
Motterone  (Rte.  Ill),  and  descending 
from  Uience  to  Orta,  a  walk  or  ride  of 
6^  hrs.,  or  by  the  carriage-riMul 

8  m.  to  Omegna  (^Inn,  Poste),  at  the 
N.  end  of  the  lake.  From  Omegna  to 
Orta  there  is  a  good  road  (7  m.)  along 
the  £.  shore  of  ue  lake.  A  boat  tiith 
one  rower  costs  2  fr.  The  route 
by  the  Val  Strona  is  taken  firoin 
Omegna. 

Monte  Motterone,  Asses  (poor  beasts) 
are  kept  for  the  ascent  The  mule- 
path  m>m  Baveno  up  the  MoUenme^ 
passing  through  woods  of  ches> 
nut-trees  during  the  lower  part  of 
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the  ascent,  is  carried  over  a  neck 
of  the  mountain  a  long  way  below  the 
summit,  which  is  reached  by  a  steep 
climb  np  the  grassy  slope.  At  the  base 
of  the  ascent  are  several  dairy-farms 
or  chdlets  (Alpe  delle  Volpe),  where 
the  traveller  can  obtain  refreshment 
in  the  shape  of  excellent  cream, 
mUk,  cheese,  &c.  It  takes  2^  hrs. 
to  descend  to  Orta:  in  fact,  it  re- 
quires nearly  7  hrs.  to  take  this  walk 
&om  Baveno  to  Orta  and  enjoy  the 
view. 

The  view  from  the  summit  of  the 
Monte  Motterone  (5100  ft.)  is  one  of 
the  most  extensive  on  the  S.  declivity 
of  ihe  Alps.  The  Mont  Blanc,  the 
Combin,  and  the  Mont  Cervm,  are 
hidden  by  the  nearer  hOls  of  the  Yal 
Sesia  and  by  the  Monte  Rosa.  The 
line  of  snowy  peaks  to  rt  of  the  latter, 
embracing  Cima  de  Jazi,  Fletschhom, 
Monte  I^one,  and  Bortelhorn,  ap- 
pears to  great  advantage.  Farther 
£.  rise  the  peaks  and  glaciers  that 
lie  on  either  side  of  the  Bemar- 
din  and  Spliigen  passes,  and  in  the 
farther  distance  the  great  mass  of  the 
Bemina  Alps.  Almost  at  his  feet  the 
traveller  sees  5  lakes — the  Maggiore, 
the  Ijake  of  Orta,  those  of  Monato, 
Comabbio,  and  Yarese;  and  still  far- 
ther to  the  rt  the  great  plain  of  Lom- 
bardy  and  of  Piedmont,  studded  with 
innumerable  villages,  with  Milan  in 
the  centre,  whose  cathedral  is  dis- 
tinctly visible.  The  two  great  tribu- 
taries of  the  Po,  the  Sesia  and  the 
Ticino,  appear  like  silver  ribbons 
traversing  the  dark  ground  of  the 
plainy  and  the  distant  Apennines  of 
rarma  and  Modena  close  this  un- 
rivalled panorama  to  the  S.,  whilst 
the  plain  of  Lombardy  stretches  afar 
to  the  E.  till  it  is  lost  m  the  horizon. 

If  the  weather  be  unfavourable  for 
the  view,  the  traveller  may  reach 
Orta  without  passing  over  tne  sum- 
mit, and  spare  more  than  an  hour's 
walk. 

On  the  descent  you  pass  the 
churches  of  Madonna  di  Luciago, 
Chi^;geD0,  and  Miasino,  beyond 
which  you  strike  the  high  road.  The 
Sacro  Monte  may  be  visited  before 
entering 


Orta,  {Inns :  ^Albergo  San  Giulio, 
very  good,  comfortable  and  moderate; 
— Leone  d*Oro  is  also  a  eood  little 
inn,  beautifully  situated  at  tne  water's 
edge).  This  town  is  delightfully 
placed  on  the  borders  of  the  lake,  but 
upon  the  side  of  a  steep  declivity,  so 
that  the  walks  have  the  disadvantage 
of  being  always  up  and  down  hilL  The 
facilities  for  shooting  in  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains  and  forests,  and 
for  fishing,  boating,  and  bathing  in 
the  lake,  offer  inducements  for  a 
short  stay  in  this  cool  and  delicious 
retirement.  The  charmine^  villa  of 
Count  Natta  has  beautifiu  gardens 
above  the  town. 

The  Monte  Sacro^  on  the  summit  of  a 
lofty  promontory  projecting  into  the 
lake,  is  a  sanctuary,  dedicate  to  Saint 
Francis  of  Assisi,  apnroached  by  22 
chapels  or  oratories,  like  those  of  Ya- 
raUo.  Some  are  elegant  in  their  archi- 
tecture; and  they  contain,  as  at  Ya- 
raUo,  groups  in  terra-cotta,  of  which 
at  least  seven  are  good  works  of  art. 
The  hill  is  laid  out  like  a  garden,  a 
character  which  peculiarly  belongs  to 
the  mountain  slopes  which  surround 
this  lake,  and  whence  probably  its 
name  is  derived.  The  magnolia  and 
cactus  are  seen  growing  in  the 
open  air.  The  views  from  the  hill 
or  the  sanctuary  are  of  singular 
beauty,  comprising  the  lake,  the  proxi- 
mate mountains  covered  with  wood, 
villages  which  speckle  the  shores  of 
the  lake  and  the  sides  of  the  hills,  and 
the  whole  surmounted  by  the  Alps. 
Aug.  2  to  9  is  a  grand  fite. 

It  was  the  plan  of  General  Chasse- 
loup  to  continue  the  great  route  of 
the  Simplon  along  uxe  shores  of 
the  lake  of  Orta  ;  but  the  difference 
of  level — Orta  being  500  feet  higher 
than  lake  Maggiore — induced  the 
adoption  of  the  une  by  Baveno.  As 
mentioned  in  Rte.  117,  Orta  is  within 
a  moderate  distance  of  the  rly.  stat. 
at  Arena,  from  whence  Turin,  Genoa^ 
or  Milan  are  easily  reached  on  the 
same  day. 

The  /sola  di  San  Giulio  is  an  object 
of  singular  beauty  in  the  lake;  it  lies 
between  Orta  and  Pella.  The  church 
and  village   surmount   a  rock   that 
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rises  out  of  the  deep  lake;  the  bright 
buildings  on  it  contrast  with  the  blue 
waters  with  a  fairy-like  effect  The 
church,  chiefly  modemixed,  but  retain- 
ing some  old  parts,  was  built  on  a 
spot  rendered  sacred  by  the  retreat 
of  San  Giidio,  in  the  4th  century ; 
here  his  ashes  are  preserved  in  a 
vault;  and  the  vertebra  of  a  mon- 
strous serpent  (in  reality  bones  of  a 
whale),  said  to  have  been  destroyed 
by  the  saint,  is  shown  as  a  relic 

The  church  contains  an  old  mosaic 
pavement  and  frescoes  by  P.  Ttbaldi; 
a  side  chapel  rudely  painted  by  an  un- 
known master,  1486;  another  entirely 
by  Gaudenzio  Ferrari,  the  chief  subject 
the  Virgin  andChild  enthroned,  singu- 
larly graceful,  but  injured;  above,  the 
Martyrdom  of  St.  Stephen ;  on  the 
vaulted  roof  the  4  Doctors  of  the 
Western  Church,  with  the  Evange- 
listic symbols — interesting  examples 
of  the  pure  Lombard  style;  a  curious 
pulpit,  and  bas-reliefs  or  St.  G.  driving 
out  snakes  from  the  island.  Guilla, 
the  wife  of  Beranger  XL,  king  of 
Lombardy,  took  refuge  on  the  island 
in  962,  and  defended  it  resolutely 
against  Otho  I.,  emperor  of  Ger- 
many, who  had  invaded  Italy  and 
deposed  her  husband.  Otho  re- 
stored the  island  to  the  bishops  of 
Novara,  who  had  long  held  it  before 
it  was  seized  by  Beranger. 

Omnibus  to  Arena,  by  Buccione,  to 
Gozzano  Stat,  whence  trains  to  No- 
vara, in  1}  hr. 

Orta  to  Varailo  —  boat  to  Pella  — 


5  hrs. 


At  Pella,  the  village  on  the  W. 
shore  near  to  the  Isola  Giulio,  asses 
may  be  hired  for  crossing  the  Colma 
to  y arallo,  4^  hrs. ;  a  ride  of  gpreat 
interest,  from  the  beautiful  sites  and 
views  which  it  offers,  which  cannot  be 
too  much  recommended.  A  steep  path 
leads  up  the  mountain  side  to  Arola 
amidst  the  richest  vegetation;  vines, 
figs,  gourds,  and  fruit-trees.  The  views 
looking  back  upon  the  Lago  d'Orta 
are  superb.  Magnificent  forest-trees 
offer  tneir  shade,  and  the  road  in  some 
places  passes  amidst  precipices  of 
granite  in  a  state  of  decomposition ; 
here  many  of  the  specimens  sold  at 


Baveno  are  obtained.  •  Above  these 
granitic  masses  the  path  continues 
through  scenes  resemoling  the  most 
beautiful  park  scenery  of  England, 
and  then  opens  upon  the  Col  de  Cohna, 
a  bushy  common,  where  wide  and 
pleasing  views  are  presented  of  the 
lakes  of  Orta,Maggiore,  and  the  plains 
of  Lombardy,  and^  towards  the  Alps, 
of  Monte  Rosa. 

The  descent  on  the  other  side  is  not 
less  beautiful.  The  Yal  Sesia  is  seen  in 
the  deep  distance,  richly  wooded  and 
studded  with  churches  and  villages; 
the  path  leads  down  through  pastoral 
scenes,  which  sometimes  recall  the 
most  ^reeable  recollections  of  home 
to  an  English  traveller;  then  dianges 
almost  suddenly  to  the  deep  gloom  of 
a  ravine,  where  there  are  quarries, 
formerly  worked  for  the  buildings  of 
Yarallo,  buried  in  a  forest  of  enor- 
mous walnut  and  chestnut  trees. 
Issuing  from  this  wild  spot,  the  tra- 
veller shortly  finds  himself  in  Uie  Yal 
Sesia  at  Bocco,  about  1  mile  from 

Varailo.    See  Rte.  117. 

A  shorter  road  turns  rt  about  150 
yards  beyond  the  top  of  the  Col — lear- 
mg  Bocco  on  the  1.,  and  joins  die  old 
road  about  ^  m.  from  Yarallo. 

[The  route  from  Omegna  to  Yarallo 
by  the  Vol  Strona  involves  a  conader- 
able  circuit,  but  the  scenery  viiO 
amply  compensate  the  traveller  for 
his  extra  labour.  The  distance  might 
be  accomplished  in  one  day  by  an 
active  pectestrian,  but  it  is  a  better 
plan  to  sleep  at  Eobello,  where  there 
IS  a  good  country  inn.] 

Omegna  {Inn,  tolerable),  at  the 
N.  end  of  lake  of  Orta,  where  the 
stream  from  it  is  joined  by  the 
Strona  torrent  as  it  issues  from 
the  mountains.  The  Val  Strona  is  a 
narrow  glen  whose  steep  sides  arc 
clothed  with  fine  forest  trees  and  a 
beautiful  and  varied  vegetation.  A 
rough  paved  path,  in  some  parts  rather 
steep,  ascenas  the  valley,  which  winds 
much,  and  at  every  turn  presents  new 
pictures  of  exquisite  beauty.  After 
passing  the  villages  of  Strona  and 
/b/fio,  the  last  in  the  valley  is  reached, 

Campello,  a  charming  object  for  the 
painter,  but  not  offering  good  quarters 


ROUTE  119. 


YARALLO  TO  ALAOMA.     THE  VAL  SBBIA. 


Piedf'  ir  Savo^.        route  119. — varallo  to  alagna, 

to  the  tourist.  The  ascent  of  the 
Col  di  Ccanpelh  commences  unmedi- 
diatelj  above  the  village,  and  presents 
no  difficulty.  It  is  a  pass  of  no  great 
height  (about  6000  ft?),  over  the 
ridge  which  separates  the  Yal  Strona 
from  the  Val  Mastalone.  The  Monte 
Bosa,  whose  8  summits,  rising  like 
turrets  from  the  prodigious  inacces- 
sible wall  which  forms  its  eastern  face, 
are  fr^m  12  to  14  m.  distant,  presents 
one  of  the  grandest  views  to  be  seen 
in  the  Alps.  A  tolerably  correct 
view  is  nyen  in  Mr.  King's  *  Italian 
Valleys.  A  steep  descent  leads  to 
the  German  village  of  Rimella  in  the 
Ya]  Mastalone.  Accommodation  may 
be  had  here,  but  it  is  better  to  pusn 
onto 
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FobeHo,  where  there  is  a  very  good 
country  Itmy  H.  d'ltalie.  The  route 
from  thence  to  Varallo  is  given  in 
Kte.  123. 

[Another  way  from  Omegna  to 
Varallo,  rather  lon^per  and  more  labo- 
rious than  the  ordinary  route  by  the 
Col  di  Colma,  but  much  shorter  than 
that  by  the  Val  Strona,  is^  by  the 
village  of  Quomo,  and  from  thence  over 
the  Monte  Mazzwxme  to  Canuuco.  This 
mountain  is  a  somewhat  enlarged 
edition  of  the  Motterone,  which  ues 
a  few  miles  farther  E.  It  lies  nearer 
to  the  Monte  Rosa,  but  is  not  so 
centndly  placed  in  regard  to  the  lakes. 
By  this  route  Omegna  is  about  6  hrs. 
walk  from  Varallcj 


There  is  a  good  carriage-road  as 
&r  as  Mollia.  Mules  may  be  had 
at  that  village.  A  side-saddle  may  be 
procured  at  Varallo,  but  not  farther 
up  the  yaUey.  Diligenoe  twice  daily 
from  Mollia  to  the  Rlwy. 

The  Val  Sesia  offers  scenes  of  less 
rugged  grandeur  than  some  of  its  la^ 
teru  yalleys  ;  but  in  its  course  many 
of  great  beauty  are  passed,  chiefly 
renaered  so  by  the  fine  wooding  of  the 
slopes,  the  g^rand  forms  of  the  trees, 
ana  the  sometimes  tranquil,  often  fu- 
rious course  of  the  Sesia.  TbevillaeeB 
of  Balmuccia  and  Soopa  (a  clean  Itm, 
kept  by  Giuseppe  Topino)  are  passed, 
and  the  wild  Vol  Sermenta,  called  also 
Val  Ficcola,  opens  on  the  rt. 

At  3oopeUo{Inn :  indifferent,  charges 
extortionate)  there  are  many  smeltmg 
houses,  where  the  copper  ore,  already 
washedandcmshedyis reduced.  About 
50  tons  are  raised  annually  at  Alagna. 
Chars  can  be  obtained  from  Scopello 
to  Varallo,  7^  fr. ;  2  hrs. 

There  is  not  much  variation  in  the 
scenery,  though  the  whole  is  pleasing. 
The  route  passes  Piode  (no  Inn), 
Can^periogno,  and 

Mollia  (a  dean  little  Inn,  Alb.  Val- 
sessiano)  to 

Riva  (iwn :  Le  Pietre  Gemellc,  small 
but  fair),  the  chief  of  the  high  villages 
in  the  valley;  picturesque  from  a 
distance,  but  poor  and  comfortless. 
Within  the  district  known  as  the 
Val  Sesia  there  are  reckoned  2 
boures  and  30  villages,  evidence  of  a 
thickly  populated  country  in  the  val- 
leys of  the  Alps.  Riva  is  situated  at 
the  confluence  of  the  torrents  of  the 
Dobbia  and  the  Sesia. 

0  3 
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The  6hurch  of  Bwa  will  snrpiise  the 
traveller  bj  its  structure,  its  excessive 
decoration,  and  the  real  talent  with 
which  it  is  painted  within  and  without, 
chiefly  by  one  of  the  numerous  paint- 
ers whom  the  Yal  Sesia  hasproduced 
— Tanao,  or  Antonio  dTSnrico,  a 
native  of  Alagna.  The  external  paint- 
ings have  a  remarkable  fresnness, 
though  they  have  existed  more  than 
200  years,  exposed  to  the  weather  in 
this  nigh  valley* 

The  view  of  Monte  Bosa  from  Biva 
is  very  sublime  ;  its  enormous  masses, 
clothed  in  glaciers,  close  the  head  of 
the  Val  Sesia,  and  offer  a  scene  of 
extraordinary  grandeur. 

About  half  a  leaeue  above  it  is 

Alagna,  a  poor  place,  but  agreeably 
situated.  The  Inn  (Paolis,  H.  de 
Monte  Bosa,  fair,  and  civil  people)  is 
the  best  in  the  Val  Sesia. 

For  passes  and  excursions  from 
Alagna  see  Bte.  124. 


BOUTE  121. 

yOGOaNA  TO  MACUONAGA,  BY  THE 
yAL  ANZASOA. 


VogOgDA. 
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VanaoDe    .     , 
lUcngnafla     . 
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good  carriaee-road  from  Vogog- 
>n  the  Simplon  road,  by  Pie  di 


A 

na,  on  _ 

Mulera,  as  far  as  Vanzone  and  Ceppo 
Morelli.—?^  hrs.  from  Yogogna  to 
if  acugnagan-6  hrs.  returning. 

Mules   are   to   be   had   at   Fonte 
Pratfde. 

Jt  is  diffiouU  to  decide  whether  this 


and  the  following  routes  shoold  be 
taken  from  the  Italian  or  the  Swiss 
side.  The  Val  Anzasca  is  certainly 
seen  to  greater  advantage  by  the  tra- 
veller vmo  ascends  the  vailey  with 
Monte  Bosa  facine  him  all  the  way. 
But  the  effect  of  uie  unrivalled  view 
from  the  summit  of  the  Moro  is  en- 
hanced by  the  abruptness  with  which 
it  is  presented  to  him  who  arrives  from 
the  Swiss  side  at  the  summit,  and  the 
views  in  descending  the  Moro  to- 
wards the  Val  Anzasca  are  finer  than 
on  the  side  of  Saas.  In  either  case, 
the  only  way  to  do  justice  to  the  un- 
equally attractions  of  this  valley  is 
to  make  a  halt  of  one  or  more  dap. 
It  is  decidedly  more  practicable  ror 
ladies  to  cross  the  Moro  from  Saas 
than  frt>m  Macuniaga,  as  in  the  first 
case  they  may  riae  very  nearly  to  the 
top  of  the  pass. 

7^  VcU  Anxasoa  leads  directly  i^ 
to  Monte  Bosa;  it  combines  all  that  l« 
most  lovely  in  Italian,  with  all  that  h 
most  grand  in  Swiss  scenery.  It  is  & 
Chamouny,  of  which  the  sides  ar^ 
covered  with  vines,  figs^  chesnuts,  and 
walnuts,  with  the  sky  of  Italy  above, 
and  the  architecture  of  Italy  aroimd 
you.  It  is  easily  accessible  Dy  those 
not  equal  to  hara  mountain  expedi- 
tions, and  the  Inns  are  greatly  im- 
proved. 

Travellers  descending  the  Slmpkc 
road  from  Domo  d*Ossola  to  Val  An- 
zasca turn  out  of  it  i  m.  S.  of  Pallan- 
zeno,  whence  a  road  runs  direct  to  Pie 
de  Mulera.  Those  going  N.  from 
Baveno,  cross  the  Tosa  1  m.  N.  i>f 
Vogogna  by  a  bridge  just  above  the 
influx  of  the  Anza. 

Vogogna  (Bte.  Ill )  is  situated  on  the 
Simplon-road,  8i|£nj?.  m.  below  I>oiik> 
d'Ossola,  at  the  confluence  of  the  tor- 
rent of  the  Anza  with  the  Tosa 
Pedestrians  may  cross  the.  Tosa  by  * 
ferry  to  Pie  de  Mulera  frt>m  Vogogns. 

Fid  de  Mulera  (Inn :  Crooe  Bo«sa), 
the  first  village  m  the  Val  A"«*«**^ 

Here  lives  the  receiver  of  the  gold 
and  other  mines  situated  near  th« 
head  of  the  valley, 
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The  road  ascends,  and  trayerses 
two  short  tunnels  in  the  rock.  It 
is  canned  high  up  along  the  vine-clad 
slopes,  and  commands  a  noble  view 
downward  over  the  Val  d'Ossola  and 
upwards  towards  Monte  Bosa  which 
comes  into  sight  soon  after  entering 
the  valley,  and  which  gives  an  in- 
describable finish  to  the  distance, 
while  the  rich  valley,  sending  out 
wooded  hills  from  either  side,  forms 
a  magnificent  foree;round.  The  un- 
rivalled prospect  IS  seen  to  great 
advantage  just  before  reaching 

CastiglwM  (Inn :  AuBameau).  The 
road  leaves  rt  Cakuca  (^Trm  tolerable), 
near  which  there  is  aprett^  waterfall 
burstine  out  of  the  val  Bianca,  then 
descencb  to  the  Anza,  and  runs  some 
distance  along  its  banks. 

Ponte  Grande  TAlbergo  al  Fonte 
Grande,  large,  with  a  fine  view;  clean, 
comfortable,  and  reasonable.  This  is 
the  chief  plaice  in  the  Val  Anzasca,  and 
is  the  best  position  for  a  halt  of  a  few 
days;  mides  may  be  hired  here  only. 
It  is  a  considerable  village  with  a  post- 
office,  in  a  beautiful  position  at  the 
junction  of  the  Val  OUoccia  with  the 
Anza,  receives  its  name  from  a  bridge 
of  a  single  arch  across  the  Anza. 

VanzoM,  (Imu:  H.  des  Chasseurs, 
kept  by  Albasini,  has  only  one  de- 
cent bedroom  and  one  common  room.) 
The  2  Churchesy  one  opening  out  of 
the  other,  are  worth  visiting.  See  the 
view  from  the  terrace  in  front  of  the 
chapel,  a  little  above  the  town.  Here, 
and  elsewhere  in  Val  Anzasca,  the 
neat  dress  of  the  women,  the  general 
cleanliness  of  the  people,  their  cheer- 
fulness and  independence,  and  the 
rareness  of  goitre,  will  be  remarked 
with  pleasure,  as  contrasting  with 
other  parts  of  Piedmont.  There  are 
few  spots  in  the  Alps  better  deserving 
a  halt  of  some  days  than  this  part  of 
the  Val  Anzasca. 

At  the  small  village  of  Gruppo,  dbs, 
a  remarkably  fine  /tm^-tree. 

Cepno  Morelli.  {Inn :  H.  de  Alpes, 
though  small,  can  furnish  a  tolerable 
bed  or  puncheon.)  Here  is  aremarkable 


Mdge,  very  steep,  springing  on  one 
side  from  a  boulder  stone.  A  little 
way  above  this  is  one  of  the  finest 
views  in  the  valley;  the  vast  height 
of  Monte  Bosa  may  be  fully  appre- 
ciated from  hence,  as  it  towers  up- 
wards into  the  sky.  The  women  m 
the  upper  part  of  the  valley  carry 
burthens  like  men,  and  adopt  lower 
garments  usually  considered  peculiar 
to  male  attire. 

[At  Prequartero  a  Pftth  branches 
off  (rt.)  into  the  Saas-Thal  by  Prebe- 
none,  nearer  than  that  by  tne  Moro, 
but  without  its  fine  views  of  Monte 
Bosa.  The  guides  take  it  as  a  short 
cut  in  retuming.1 

A  spur  descending  from  the  Monte 
ddla  Caccia,  called  the  Moreen,  here 
divides  the  Yal  Anzasca  frpm  the 
Val  Macugnaga  or  Pestarena.  The 
distinction  is  further  marked  by  the 
languages  spoken  by  Uie  people; 
above  wis  German  prevails,  below  it 
Italian.  This  vast  mass  of  mountain 
nearly  closing  up  the  valley,  is  cleft 
by  a  deep  and  savage  gorge^  for  the 
Anza  to  escape. 

At  CamptoUj  where  the  river  issues 
out  of  the  gorge,  it  is  crossed  to  the 
rt  bulk,  and  the  path  is  carried  in  a 
very  steep  ascent  over  this  rocky  bar- 
rier: it  next  descends  rapidly  and 
returns  to  the  L  bank  by  the  Ponte 
del  Valt.  It  is  proposed  to  carry  the 
char-road  up  to 

Pestarena  (Inn:  Alb.  dei  Minieri, 
tolerable,  rough  accommodation,  but 
civil  people,  and  moderate),  a  miser- 
able village,  whose  inhabitants  earn 
their  Uvefihood  in  the  mines  of  gold, 
silver,  and  copper.  The  gold  occurs  in 
very  small  quantities,  combined  with 
(pyrites^  sulphuret  of  iron.  The  ore  is 
pounded  and  ground,  and  the  metal  is 
obtained  from  it  by  amalgamation  in 
the  proportion  of  6  grammes,  or  at  the 
best  10,  of  gold  to  100  kilogrammes  of 
ore.  The  annualproduce  is  said  to  be 
about  2700  oz.  There  are  not  many 
places  in  Piedmont  where  gold  i^ 
found.  Brockedon,  in  consequence, 
has  conjectured  that  this  valley  was 
the  seat  of  fhe  Ictymuli  mentioned  by 
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Pliny,  and  traces  their  name  in  that 
of  Uie  villages  Fi6  and  Cima  de 
ifW-era. 

The  road  ascends  steeply,  passing 
the  adits  of  many  mines  ;  it  is  crossed 
by  numerous  mountain  -  torrents, 
which  cut  it  up,  or  cover  it  with  stony 
rubbish,  renaering  the  ascent  toil- 
some. 

In  ascending  the  yalley  35  min. 
above  Festarena,  the  traveller  comes 
on  the  very  magnificent  view  of  Monte 
Rosa,  at  a  village  called  Bourge,  or 

Borca  (no  good  inn  here)  about 
2  mu  below  Macuenac'a.  Ocane — 
chamois,  marmot,  black-cock,  and 
ptarmigan — abound  in  the  valley. 

At  Sorca  and  above  It  German  is 
the  languase  of  the  people. 

The  path  over  the  Col  de  Turlo  to 
Alagna  and  the  Yal  Sesia  (Rte.  124) 
diverges  here  L 

The  commune  which  bears  the 
name  of  Macugnaga  consists  of  six  dif- 
ferent hamlets,  Pestarena,  Borgo,  in 
der  Stapf,  zum  Strich,  auf  der  Rive, 
and  Zertannen.  Borca  is  1^  m.,  a  ^ 
hr.'s  walk  from  Festarena,  and  as  far 
fh>m  the  rest,  which  lie  only  a  few 
minutes'  walk  apart  from  one  another. 

Macugnaqa  (Zum  Strich*).  {Irms: 
Hdtel  du  Mont  Moro,  hit  mountain 
quarters,  clean,  and  civil  peonle; 
cuisine  good ;  kept  by  Gaspard  I>el- 
monte. — Osteria  di  Monte  Rosa,  by 
Franz  Lochmatter ;  good  sleeping  ac- 
commodation, kindly  people.  Mules 
are  not  to  be  had  here,  but  must 
be  ordered  from  Fonte  Grande.) — 
This  place  cannot  be  too  strongly 
recommended  for  a  sojourn  of  seve- 
ral days,  in  order  to  enjoy  the  ex- 
quisite scenery  around.  This  vil- 
lage, 4369  ft.  above  the  sea,  has  a 
small  ancient  Church,  with  a  lime-tree 
close  beside  it,  and  stands  in  a  g^rassy 
plain  or  luxuriant  meadow,  studdea 
with  hamlets,  some  of  them  almost 
touching  the  glaciers.  The  bestguide 
here  for  dif&cult  expeditions  is  Franc 
Lochmatter,  landlord  of  the  Monte 
Rosa  inn.  Gaspard  and  his  man  Bap- 
tiste  know  the  neighbourhood  well; 
ffid  there  are  several  other  guides 


I  competent  to  conduct  a  party  to  the 
;  glacier  or  over  the  Monte  Mora 
I      Above  the  village,  the  river  Ann 
;  issues  out  of  a  grand  arch  of  ice  in 
I  the  glacier  of  Monte  Rosa. 

Excursions  from    Macugnaga, — ^The 

I  great  object  of  a    visit  to   Macug* 

,  naga    is   the  view  of  Moiite  Rosa, 

'  which   is  not    surpassed,  if  it  caa 

be    equalled,  by  any   scene  in  the 

,  Alps    or    eLsewhere    in    the  world. 

•■  The  excursions  usually  followed  bj 

the  local  guides  are  not  the  best  th&t 

could  be  chosen,  and  the  traveller  is 

recommended  to  adopt  the  following, 

as  afibrding  the  best  facilities  for  en> 

ioying  the  magnificent  scenery  of  the 

bead  of  the  vuley.    A  good  g^de  u 

wanted,  and  he  will  know  the  route 

when  he  is  told  the  general  direction 

in  which  the  excursion  is  to  be  made. 

It  can  only  be  performed  on  foot,  bet 

is  not  particularly  fatiguing  ;  it  «ill 

occupy  about  8  or  9  hrs. 

First, — Ascend  the  meadows  of  the 
valley  above  Macugnaga  and  then, 
after  crossing  the  Anza,  mount  the 
steep  wooded  hill  called  the  Belwdert, 
against  which  the  great  elacier  de- 
scending frt)m  Monte  Rosa  uvides  into 
two  ice-streams.  This  is  one  of  the 
finest  points  of  view  ;  and  those  who 
are  not  inclined  to  make  the  whole 
tour  may  return  frt>m  hence  to  Mt- 
cugnag^  Ladies  can  ascend  to  this 
point  part  of  the  way  on  mules  in 
2  hrs. ;  Gaspard  will  even  oonrej 
them  in  a  chaise-i-porteur. ' 

Second. — Cross  the  north  arm  of  the 
glacier  to  the  chfilets  of  Jazi,  a  passage 
attended  with  no  danger  and  very  litue 
difficulty,  although  the  edges  of  the  ice 
are  much  encumbered  wiUi  moraines. 
From  thence  walk  up  the  vaUey  to  the 
chalets  of  Filar,  situated  at  the  footed 
the northemmostpeak of  Monte  Botf* 
called  the  Nord  l^d,  and  just  belov 
the  Old  Weiss  Thor  Pass, 

Third, — ^Ascend  the  steep  moraine, 
enter  upon  the  g^reat  glacier,  and  prv 
ceed  for  some  distance  towards  tht 
head  of  the  valley.  This  b  difficult, 
the  ice  being  considerably  crevassedL 
but  with  a  guide  accustomed  to 
glaciers  there  is  no  danger.   The  ere- 
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1  tUminish  after  some  distsnce 
)een  traTened,  and  th«  gUcier 
aeit  more  even.  The  traTeller 
m^T  pursue  it  ai  far  as  hia  inclination 
leoda  him,  but  a  coOTenient  goal  is  a 
fiingnlar  waterfall,  where  a  coiuider- 
sble  Btream  precipitates  itself  into  a 
great  cbaiuD  in  the  ice,  with  a  roaring 
which  ma/  be  heard  at  some  dis- 
tance. The  view  from  this  spot  is 
exceedingly  striking,  the  observer  be- 
ing in  the  midst  of  the  arena  of  a  vast 
amphitheatre,  whose  gnow-dad  walla 
are  formed  of  some  of  the  highest 
moontains  in  Europe.  Commencing 
on  the  east,  are  seen  the  Fizio  Bianco, 
and  Cima  del  Fiiso,  fWini  which  a 
enow-sheeted  "dge  leads  to  the  great 


down  some  TOCO  or  BOOO  feet  in  one 
almost  nnbrolcen  slope  to  the  very 
edge  of  the  glacier  on  which  the  tra- 
veUer  stan£.  Avalanches  of  great 
magnitade  are  often  seen  to  f^l  on 
this  slope,  accompanied  with  a  noise 
like  thunder.  !From  the  summits  of 
Monte  Bosa  another  ridge  extends 
northwards  to  the  Cima  di  Jazi,  and 
then  on,  bending  eastwards  to  the  pass 
of  Monte  Moro,  which  is  well  seen. 

Fourth. — Leave  the  glacier  on  its 
eastern  edge,  and  descend  the  steep 
I  and  high  moraine  to  the  chUets  of 
'  PedriDlo.  near  which  may  be  seen 
some  enormous  fi-agments  of  rock  that 
have  probably  fallen  ^om  the  Pixio 
Bianco  immediately  above ;  one  of 
these  is  500  feet  in  circumference,  and 
aboat  120  feet  high  ;  Ibey  are  pro- 
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bably  the  largest  blocks  detached  in 
this  way  that  can  be  found  in  the 
Alps. 

Fifth,  —  From  Pedriolo  a  retam 
track  leads  along  the  rocks  on  the 
south  side  of  the  vallej,  often  at  a 
gpreat  height,  and  commanding  fine 
scenery  ;  and  a  steep  and  intricate 
descent  brings  the  traveller  back  to 
Macugnaga. 

The  whole  of  this  excursion  abounds 
with  the  most  magnificent  views,  pre- 
senting the  most  wonderful  amphi- 
theatre in  every  direction  to  the  eye. 
It  is  a  finer  scene  than  any  of  the 
views  of  Mont  Blanc,  as  no  similar 
advantage  of  position  for  the  spec- 
tator can  be  there  obtained. 

A  few  words  on  the  topogpraphy  of 
Monte  Rosa  may  not  be  out  of  place 
here.  It  is  by  no  means  a  single 
summit,  but  a  knot  or  imion  of  two 
ridges  or  chains  crossing  each  other 
at  rij?ht  angles,  E.  and  W.,  and  N. 
and  §,;  so  that  its  ground-plan  may 
be  sud  to  resemble  a  4*.  The  N.E. 
angle  forms  the  head  of  the  Val 
Anzasca,  and  encloses  the  glacier  of 
Macugnaga,  as  the  N.W.  does  that  of 
Zermatt:  the  S.E.  is  the  head  of  the 
Val  Sesia,  and  the  S.W.  under  the 
Lyskamm  is  the  cradle  of  the  glacier 
of  the  Lys,  and  head<of  the  vuley  of 
Gressoney. 

The  four  principal  sunmiits  are 
ranged  along  the  north  ray  of  the 
cross,  and  are  all  visible  from  Ma- 
cugnaga. Beginning  at  the  left  hand, 
or  south  end,  the  nrst  is  the  Signal 
Kuppe;  the  next,  a  snowy  pinnacle, 
the  Zvangtein  Spiize ;  the  thira,  a  tre- 
mendous rocky  tooth,  the  Hdchste 
Spitxe^  or  highest  point,  being  15,223 
English  feet  above  the  sea ;  and  the 
fourth,  or  most  northerly,  the  Nord 
end.  The  difference  in  height  of 
these  four  summits  is  little  more  than 
200  fiBet,  from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest    See  also  Rte.  127. 

The  pass  from  Macugnaga  to  Zer- 
matt, formerly  known  as  the  Weiss 
Thor^  lay  between  the  Cima  de  Jazi 
nd  the  Nord  End  of  Monte  Rosa.    It 

as  occasionally  passed  by  some  of 


the  bolder  cragsmen  among  the  nt- 
tives  at  either  side,  but  was  never  a 
frequented  pass.  It 'is  well  kaown 
that  precipitous  rocks  often  look  more 
formidable  than  they  really  are;  bat 
even  the  most  practised  mountaineer, 
after  looking  at  the  prodigious  height 
and  steepness  of  the  rocky  range  which 
overhangs  Uie  Macugnaga  Glacier* 
mieht  hesitate  before  attempting  to 
sciue  it  For  many  years  past  the 
guides  at  Zermatt  and  Macugnaga 
have  asserted  that  the  old  pass  ia  no 
lousier  practicable,  owing  to  the  seen- 
mmation  of  ice  over  the  ed^  of  the 
precipice,  yet  it  was  certainly  tra- 
versed by  M  Adolphe  Schlagintweit 
in  1851,  and  by  English  travSlers  in 
1852  or  1853,  and  the  same  or  a  pa- 
rallel pass  by  Prof.  Tvndall,  and  by 
others  more  lately.  The  New  Weitd 
Thor  Pass  is  described  in  Rte.  127. 


ROUTE  122. 

MACUONAOA  TO  VI8P — MOIITE 
MORO — BAAS. 

Hn. 
MacngnasB. 

Sammit  of  Horo  Pan  ...  4 

Mattmaricaee     ....     ^  9 

Saaa a| 

Stalden 3| 

Vlsp 11 

The  pass  of  the  Moro  is  the  lets: 
difficult  over  the  great  chain  betvcen 
the  Great  St  Bernard  and  the  Sis- 
plon:  still  it  is  not  practicable  fur 
norses,  though  there  are  traces  of  as  , 
old  paved  horse-road,  by  which  the 
mail  was  carried  to  Milan  before 
the  Simplon  was  opened.  In  the  irth 
centy.  t^e  ^oors  guardied  die  pa«i« 
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of  the  Pennine  chain,  by  a  convention 
with  Count  Hago  of  Krovence,  and 
levied  black-mail  on  their  own  ac- 
count The  3  great  passes  in  those 
dajs  were  the  St.  Bernard,  the  Monte 
Moro,  and  the  Engadine.  Of  the 
former  we  have  no  other  local  memory 
besides  Mt.  Mort  (Maure);  but  in 
the  two  others  we  have  several — for 
instance,  the  name  Mt.  Moro  itself; 
Calasca  (KaFah,  "  a  castle  " — viz.  the 
alcalas  and  calatas  in  Spain  and 
Sicily)  ;  the  hamlet  MorgTien ;  Almagel 
(Al-miUial,  "the  station*');  Matmark 
(formerly  Mat  mar,  •*the  Moor's 
meadow  ) ;  Eyen  (Ain,  «  a  fountain  ") ; 
Bistel  Alp  (?);    Alalein  (Alft  Tain, 
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over  the  source" — a  very  graphic 
name  for  its  position  in  reference  to 
the  ice  cataract  and  the  Visp  torrent; 
Almagel  (?);  Mischabel  (pronounced 
like  "  Mi-gebel,"  Mont  GibeUo);  Bal- 
/rw,  **the  peak  with  2  sources."  The 
ascent  on  the  S.  side  is  too  fatiguing 
for  most  ladies;  but  they  may  take 
a  chaise  it  portew  at  Macugnaga. 
Five  porters  are  reqnired. 

The  ascent  is  very  abrupt,  and  the 
traveller  rises  rapidly  above  the  little 
plain  and  village  of  Mactignaga. 
The  path  lies  at  first  through  a 
straggling  forest,  but  the  Alps  or 
pasturf^s  are  soon  attained,  and  the 
scene  thence  presented  is  most  mag- 
nificent— all  the  masses  of  Monte 
Eosa  are  open  to  the  view,  from  its 
peaks,  still  thousands  of  feet  above 
you,  to  the  basin  of  Macugnaga,  now 
thousands  of  feet  below.  Such  a  scene 
cannot  be  conceived,  and  once  seen 
can  never  be"  forgotten.  From  the 
high  pasturages  the  path  traverses  a 
stony  and  barren  slope  to  the  snow 
which  it  is  necessary  to  cross.  On 
the  summit,  amidst  a  heap  of  stones, 
a  cross  is  placed,  and  tne  traveller 
looks  down  on  the  other  side  of  the 
mountain  towards  the  Yalais,  and 
into  a  scene  of  sterility  which  has  no 
relief. 

It  is  well  worth  while  to  ascend  a 
point  £.  of  the  summit  of  the  pass, 
called  the  Joderhom,  The  view  of 
Monte  Rosa  is  not  finer,  for,  in 
truth,  that  cannot  be  surpassed,  but 
the  eye  is  enabled  to  contrast  it  with 


the  distant  view  over  the  plain  of  N . 
Italy  and  the  southern  ranges  of  the 
Alps.  Without  going  so  f&r,  you 
may  extend  the  range  by  mounting 
the  rocks  behind  the  wooden  cross, 
from  whence  you  gain  the  view  of 
Monte  Rosa  on  one  hand,  and  of  the 
whole  extent  of  the  Saas  valley  on 
the  other. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  of  the 
Monte  Moro  is  9640  English  feet 
(Forbes)  above  the  sea.  The  de- 
scent to  Saas  is  singularly  easy  and 
pleasant  There  is  a  steep  bed  of 
snow  crossed  at  first,  but  afterwards 
a  gentle  fall  leads  down  the  whole 
way  to  Visp.  On  the  L  rises  the 
Saasgrat,  a  lofty  chain  of  snowy 
peaks,  separating  the  valley  of  Saas 
from  that  of  Zermatt.  The  path  soon 
reaches  the  ancient  paved  road  which 
has  been  cut  out  of  the  face  of  the  pre- 
cipices, and  overhangs  a  deep  hollow 
into  which  the  glaciers  which  stream 
down  firom  the  surrounding  peaks 
seem  to  be  poured.  The  spot  is  one 
of  the  most  desolate  in  the  Alps.  At 
length  the  paved  road  is  left,  and  no 
vestige  can  be  traced  of  it :  it  has  been 
destroyed  by  the  masses  which  have 
fallen  from  the  precipices  above. 

The  path  now  winds  down  the  vast 
talus  formed  by  these  repeated  falls  of 
rocks,  to  reach  the  scanty  herbage  of 
the  highest  pasturages.  From  below 
it  is  impossible  to  trace  any  path,  or 
even  in  what  direction  the  path  lies, 
by  which  the  descent  has  been  made. 

The  pass  of  the  Moro,  and  another 
across  the  glaciers  on  the  rt  into 
the  Val  Antrona,  are  mentioned  in  an 
old  record  of  the  date  of  1440  as 
**fort  vieux  passages^  and  great  ex- 
penses were  incurred  in  1724,  and 
again  in  1790,  in  the  endeavour  to 
restore  them,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
conveyance  of  salt  and  other  articles 
of  commerce,  but  the  new  repairs 
were  soon  destroyed  by  avalanches. 

The  debris  of  fallen  mountains,  and 
the  enormous  glaciers  which  surround 
the  traveller,  give  a  feaiful  impres- 
sion of  desolation. 

The  chcdets  of  Distel  furnish  milk, 
cheese,  and  eggs,  but  they  are  deserted 
early  in  the  autumn. 
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[From  Distel  a  difBcultpath  crosses 
the  mountains  into  the  Val  Antrona, 
a  vallev  that  debouches  into  the  Val 
d'Ossola.1 

From  fiistel  the  path  continues  on 
the  rt.  branch  of  the  stream  all  the 
way  to  Saas.  After  quitting  the 
chdUti,  the  path  leads  down  to  a 
dreary  dirty  lake  (^  hr.)  called  the 

Mattmarkseey  formed  by  the  melting 
of  the  glaciers.  An  Inn  was  built 
(1856)  on  this  dreary  spot;  it  is 
cheerless  and  not  cheap,  out  clean, 
and  kept  by  civil  people.  This  is  a 
convenient  stopping-place  for  those 
approaching  the  Monte  Moro  from  the 
If.  They  are  enabled  to  shorten  the 
journey  to  Macugnaga,  and  to  reach 
the  top  of  the  pass  3^  hrs.  sooner,  when 
the  unrivalled  view  of  Monte  Bosa 
is  less  frequently  obscured  by  mists. 
Still  more  advantageous  is  this  rest- 
ing-place to  the  more  adventurous 
class  of  travellers  who  make  it  their 
startine-point  for  the  passage  of  the 
Weiss  Tnor  or  the  Adler  f  ass,  and 
for  the  ascent  of  the  Strahlhom.  The 
Allalein  glacier  bounds  the  lake  on  the 
N.,  in  fact,  dams  the  valley,  and  these 
waters  aoctunulate  within  it.  The 
view  over  it  is  erand;  the  colossal 
pyramids  of  cleft  ice  rising  sheer 
against  the  sky.  The  stream  of  the 
Yisp  issues  out  of  an  ice-grotto  at 
its  extremity.  In  1833  this  outlet 
closed  up,  so  that  it  required  to  be 
opened  by  blastine  the  ice.  From  the 
lower  end  of  the  lake  the  view  of  the 
adjoining  portion  of  the  range  of  the 
Saas  Grat  presents  a  scene  of  savaee 
sublimity.  It  is  necessary  to  skirt  the 
dam  of  ice  and  descend  oelow  it — an 
af^r  of  no  great  difficulty;  the  cattle 
are  made  to  ascend  and  travese  it  to 
reach  their  pasturages.  From  below, 
this  barrier  of  ice  appears  effectually 
to  close  the  valley. 

From  this  barrier  the  path  lies 
down  the  valley,  still  sterile  and  filled 
with  rocks  and  stones :  the  rhododen- 
dron, however,  and  a  little  brushwood, 
give  evidence  of  improved  vegetation. 

Zvrmegem  or  ZumUcran,  From  this 
villaee  a  path  crosses  the  mountains 
on  the  E.  side,  and  leads  to  Antrona. 


AUmagell,  Before  reachingit^larches 
and  pines  are  passed,  but  they  are 
stimted  from  their  g^reat  elevation. 
After  crossing  a  little  plain,  a  meged 
path  leads  down  by  a  hamlet,  andthe 
traveller  passes  under  Mont  Fee, 
whose  bright  snows,  rising  above  a 
forest  of  pines,  give  a  singularly  beau- 
tiful appearance  to  the  mountain. 

SaaSf  or  Im  Grtmd,  the  principal 
commune  of  the  valley.  Inns:  U. 
du  Mont  Moro,  clean,  but  cuisine  de- 
fective; H.  du  Mont  Bosa. 

Saas  is  a  good  resting-place,  and  is 
now  much  frequented  by  tourists..  The 
parish  priest,  Herr  Imseng,  has  ac- 
(^uired  an  almost  European  reputa- 
tion for  his  skill  in  dimcult  passes, 
his  adventurous  spirit,  his  incredible 
powers  of  endurance  at  a  someKhac 
advanced  i^e,  and  his  readiness  to 
assist  travellers.  He  has  usually  lived 
in  the  H.  du  Mont  Bosa.  Franz  An- 
denmatten,  Moritz  Zurbriicken,  and 
Joseph  Venetz  are  good  guides. 

In  approaching  the  Moro  fitMn  the 
side  of  Saas  it  is  possible  to  ride 
as  far  as  TeUiboden,  ^  hour  above 
the  Distel  ch&lets;  but,  although  the 
accommodation  is  better  at  Saaa,  Ukoee 
who  wish  to  secure  the  view  fitxm  the 
summit  will  prefer  to  sleep  at  the 
Mattmark  See,  only  2  lurs.  nrom  the 
top.    5^  hrs.  are  reauired  &t>m  Saa& 

Saas  stands  in  a  basin  surromided 
by  an  amphitheatre  of  mountains, 
which  are  not  seen  from  the  Tillage, 
lower  ranges  intercepting  the  yiew. 
The  plain  of  Saas  is  beautifril  ajxudst 
the  vnld  scenery  which  surrounds  it: 
it  is  nearly  1  m.  lone,  and  its  verdant 
meadows  are  refreshing  to  look  opoa 
after  the  sterility  of  the  upper  TaUev 
and  the  pass  of  the  Moro. 

A  very  interesting  excursion  of  a  few 
hours,  which  no  one  should  omit,  may 
be  made  f^m  Saas  to  the  vailey  atld 
hamlet  of  Fie,  lying  in  a  short  lateral 
valley,  surrounded  by  lofty  peaks.  The 
head  of  the  valley  consists  of  an 
phitheatre  of  elaciers,  somewhat 
sembling  the  Cirques  of  the  'Pyresaee^ 
but  on  a  grander  scale.  The  prineqal 
peaks  are — to  the  S.  the  AlJaiedUam, 
ascended  by  Mr.  Ames  in  1856;  thes 
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the  Alphubel;  and,  on  the  W.  side,  the 
two  Miachahelhomer^  the  Tdschhom^  and 
the  Dcm.  The  heieht  of  the  latter  is 
14,935  ft,  or  900  &  higher  than  the 
Finster-Aarhom  ;  it  is  the  highest 
mountain  in  Switzerland  proper.  It 
was  first  ascended  in  1858  by  the 
Bey.  LL  Davies.  In  the  midst  of  the 
glaciers  is  a  singular  green  spot,  al- 
most an  island  in  the  sea  of  ice,  called 
the  Gletacfier  Alp,  2  hrs.  from  Saas, 
which  is  used  as  a  pasture  in  summer, 
when  it  is  a  perfect  garden  of  wild 
flowers.  It  may  usually  be  reached 
without  crossing  the  glacier,  but  the 
path  passes  through  a  eoree  between 
the  2  oranches  of  the  glacier  with  al- 
most orerhangingmasses  of  ice  on  either 
hand,  not  more  than  30  or  40  feet 
apart,  and  it  should  not  be  attempted 
without  a  good  guide,  blocks  of  ice 
frequently  breaking  off  and  falling 
across  the  path.  From  the  head  of 
the  valley  is  a  fine  view,  and  the  F^ 
glacier  has  retreated  so  as  to  leave 
a  safe  path.  Mules  can  reach  the 
foot  of  tne  pass. 

There  are  two  exceedingly  difficult 
passes — the  Adler  Joch,  or  Col  Im- 
seng,  and  the  Allelein  Pass,  from  Saas 
to  Zermatt  (Rte.  127). 

East  of  Saas,  the  main  chain,  com- 
prehending the  Fletschom  and  Weiaa- 
mteSfboth  exceeding  13,000  ft.  in  height, 
abounds  in  interest.  One  route  "S,  of 
the  Fletschom  descends  midway  be- 
tween the  hospice  and  village  of  Sim- 
plon;  it  must  command  magnificent 
views  of  the  Bernese  Alps.  The 
Fletschom  itself  was  ascended  in  1856 
by  the  Cure  and  a  party  of  English. 
Iliere  is  another  pass  up  the  ALma- 
gell  valley  over  the  S.  flank  of  the 
Weissmies  (ascended  in  1859  by  Mr. 
Hinchliff),  descending  by  Zwischber- 
gen  to  Gondo:  the  descent,  as  seen 
from  the  Simplon  road,  appears  to  be 
very  steep  and  very  grand;  probably 
the  Col  IS  a  difficult  one.     A  thira 

f>as3  leads  to  the  Val  d'Antrona,  be- 
ow  Domo  d'Ossola,  up  the  Furgge-thalf 
a  desolate  and  not  picturesque  valley 
high  up  in  the  mountain-side,  above 
Almagell:  the  passage  of  the  Furgge 
glacier  oflers  no  difficulty,  and  the 
Jescen^  to  Piedmont  is  free  ^om  ice^ 


but  very  steep.  There  used  to  be  a 
mule-road,  of  which  portions  still  re- 
main. North  of  the  Col,  and  perhaps 
1000  ft  higher,  there  is  a  point  called 
the  Latelhom,  which  juts  out  like  a 
belvedere,  the  main  chain  falling  back 
right  and  left,  and  commands  a  most 
superb  view  over  the  entire  range 
of  the  Alps  from  Monte  Rosa  to 
the  Tyrol,  with  the  subordinate 
ranges  of  Piedmont,  Tessin,  and  Lom- 
bardy .  This  point  is  new ;  it  is  pro- 
bably not  above  10,000  ft.,  but  easy 
of  access,  and  commands  a  splendid 
view.  Horses  can  go  within  l^hr., 
or  less,  of  the  top;  and  the  remamder 
of  the  ascent,  except  just  the  horn 
itself  for  some  200  ft.,  is  easy.  There 
are  beds  of  snow,  but  no  ice  to  cross. 
By  a  tolerable  walker  the  excursion 
from  Saas  and  back  may  be  made  in 
10  hrs.,  allowing  1  hr.  on  the  top,  and 
i  hr.  for  refresmnent.  A  high  point 
at  the  head  of  the  Ofenthal,  3  hrs. 
from  the  Inn  at  the  Mattmarksee,  is 
not  difficult  of  access,  and  affords  a 
glorious  view  I 

From  Saas,  by  Stalden  to  Visp,  5^ 
hrs.,  is  a  good  bridle-path. 

The  scenery  is  often  extremely 
beautifuL 

Below  Saas  the  valley  contracts 
and  forms  a  defile,  which  enlarges 
into  a  little  mountain-enclosed  plain 
hj  the  village  of  Balm,  at  the  foot  of 
the  sharp-pointed  snow-peak  of  the 
Balfrmf  first  ascended  by  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
R.  Watson.  The  path  here  crosses  and 
recrosses  the  Vispach.  Near  H.  Hu- 
teck  the  valley  closes  into  a  narrow 

forge,  and  the  path  is  forced  to  mount 
igh  a)>ove  the  torrent.  Many  wooden 
crosses,  the  memorials  of  accidents 
from  snow  and  avalanches,  are  passed. 
In  3}  hrs.  from  Saas  the  valley  sud- 
denly enlarges  at  ihe  junction  of  the 
Saaaer  Vispach  w|th  the  main  stream 
of  the  Oorner  Vispach  descending  the 
Matter  Thai  from  Zermatt  The  path 
crosses  the  Kinnbriicke,  a  single  arch 
150  ft.  above  the  stream,  and  reaches 
Stalden,  about  5  m.  above  Fisp.  (See 
Rtes.  59  and  127.) 
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ROUTE  123. 

VABAIXO  TO  THE  YAL  ANZA8CA,  BT 
THE  YAL  MASTALONEy  OB  BT  YAL 
8BBHENTA. 

There  are  4  routes  by  which  tra- 
Yellers  inaY  reach  the  Val  Anzasca 
from  Varalio,  all  much  to  be  preferred 
to  the  pass  of  the  Turlo.     (Rte.  1 24.) 

a.  The  easiest  and  perhaps  the  most 
beautiful  route  is  througn  the  Vol 
Magtakne,  and  OYer  the  Barranca  Pass. 
There  is  a  good  char-road  flrom  Va- 
rallo  to  Ferrera  and  Fobello.  From 
theoce  Ponte  Grande  is  reached  in  8 
or  10  hrs.  steady  walking.  Mules  can 
rarelY  be  taken  orer  the  pass,  but  it 
is  auYisable  to  walk  the  descent  on 
either  side. 

For  the  first  league  from  Yarallo 
the  Yalley  gradually  contracts  till  the 
road  reaches  a  remarkable  gorge  where 
the  riYcr,  hemmed  in  by  YerUcal  rocks 
150  ft  high,  is  spanned  by  a  stone 
arch  calM  the  ronte  della  Gula, 
too  narrow  for  wheel-Yehides.  A 
brid^  has  been  constructed  for  the 
camage-road,  which  was  completed 
as  far  as  Ferrera  in  1858,  and  is 
now  open  to  Fobello.  The  scenery 
for  the  entire  distance  is  of  the  most 
exquisite  character,  the  Yegetation 
being  eYen  richer  than  in  uie  Val 
Sesia.  At  about  10  m.  from  Yarallo 
the  Yalley  dlYides,  the  rt.  hand  branch 
leading  to  Rimella  (Rte.  118),  the  L 
hand  to 

Fobello,  where  there  is  a  Yery  good 
country  Trm,  H.d'Italie  (Uchetta's),  the 
best  in  the  Yalley.  Landlord  was  cook 
in  one  of  the  great  Turin  hotels.  This 
Yalley  is  the  cradle  of  cooks,  who 
migrate  hence  all  OYcr  Europe.  The 
upper  end  of  the  Val  Mastalone  is 
open  and  rather  bare  of  foliage,  and  the 
^scent  to  the  Barranca  Pass  is  steep,  I 


and  not  free  from  difficulty.  The 
summit,  (5740  ft)  where  there  is  a 
small  oratory,  reached  in  4  hrs.  from 
Fobello,  has  some  open  undulating 
eround  where  the  track  tcom  the  Col 
d'Egua  joins  that  leadin^^  fh>m  Fo- 
bello. This  Yiew  is  not  improYed  by 
ascending  the  tempting  hill  L  of  the 
Col.  The  descent  towards  the  Tal 
OUoccia  is  abrupt,  and  in  parts  steep, 
and  the  Yiews  OYer  the  Val  Anzasca  are 
magnificent  A  mountaineer  will  have 
no  great  difficulty  in  finding  his  way, 
but  may  probably  miss  the  path  and 
lose  time  if  without  a  guide.  If  a  mule 
be  taken  it  is  essential  to  haYe  some 
one  well  acquainted  with  the  ground 
on  both  sides.  The  Vai  Olioeeia,  a 
tributary  of  the  Val  Anzasca,  is  one  of 
the  most  richly-wooded  of  the  soathem 
Yalleys  of  the  Alps,  but  for  some  yean 
the  axe  has  been  at  work,  and  mnch 
magnificent  timber  has  already  been 
felled. 

Ponte  ^Grande  is  reached  in  3  hrs. 
fh>m  the  summit  Here  the  traYcUer 
may  now  find  tolerable  quarters  (Alb. 
al  Ponte  Grande  (Rte.  121). 

The  YiUage  of  Banio  is  on  a  hdghl, 
15  min.  mJk  firom  Ponte  Ghtoide. 

b.  There  is  another  pass  from  tiie 
Val  Mastalone  bY  the  eastern  or  Ri- 
mella branch  of  the  Yalley.  It  is 
rather  more  direct,  but  is  said  to  be 
less  easy.    (See  Rte.  118.) 

c.  Parallel  to  the  Val  Mastalone  is 
asother  equally  beautiful,  called  the 
Val  Sermenta,  or  VcU  Piooola^  to  di»- 
tin^sh  it  from  the  Yal  Grande,  or 
mam  Yalley  of  the  Sesia.  This  jovds 
the  Sesia  at  the  hamlet  of  Balmncci^ 
about  6  m.  from  Yarallo.  The  lower 
part  of  the  Yal  Sermedta  ia  Ycrr 
narrow  and  tortuous :  a  char-road  is  m 
progress  as  far  as  Rimasco.  Passiai: 
the  Yillages  Buceialetto  and  Fercenio,  for 
which  the  contracted  Yalley  scarcely 
afibrds  space,  in  2^  hrs.  from  Bil* 
muccia  the  mule-path  reaches 

Rmaeoo,  where  there  is  a  rsde  bat 
tolerable  Irm,  with  bath,  kept  by  Yvrr 
civil  people.  This,  the  chief  riljage  in 
the  yalley,  is  situated  just  at  the  ftrk 
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▼here  it  divides  into  2  branches ;  that 
on  the  1.  hand  leading  through  grand 
scenery  to  the  German  viUage  of 
Rima,  while  the  rt.  hand  branch  leads 
to  the  Yal  Anzasca  by  Oarooforo.  * 

[From  Rima  there  are  two,  if  not 
three,  passes  leading  to  Alagna,  and 
there  is  another  track  monnting  steeply 
to  the  westward,  by  which  the  Turlo 
pass  is  gained  close  to  the  summit  of 
the  ridge.    (See  Rte.  1 24.)] 

Above  Itimasco  the  valley  becomes 
more  wild  and  open,  and  in  1^  hr.  the 
track  reaches  the  last  village — 

Garcoforo,  where  there  is  a  poor  /nn, 
not  very  bad.  From  hence  the  tra- 
veller haas  the  choice  of  2  routes  to 
the  Yal  Anzasca,  but  even  if  bound 
for  the  head  of  that  valley  he  will  do 
better  to  take  the  Gol  d'£^;ua,  leading 
to  Ponte  Grande,  so  as  to  enjoy  the 
glorious  walk  fh>m  that  village  to 
Macugnaga. 

The  summit  of  the  Col  cTEgva  (7060 
ft)  may  be  reached  in  2  hrs.  fh>m 
Oarcoforo  by  a  rather  steep  and  con- 
tinuous ascent.  The  summit,  when 
clear,  is  said  to  command  a  very  grand 
view,  similar  in  character  to  that  from 
the  Gol  di  Oampelio  (Rte.  118).  From 
the  top  there  is  a  rapid  descent  over 
rongh  ground  to  the  undulating  ridge 
which  forms  the  summit  of  the  Bar- 
ranca Pass  above  described.  The 
track,  which  is  ill-marked,  joins  that 
from  Rimella  close  to  the  small  oratory. 
The  descent  to  Banio  and  Ponte  Grande 
has  been  already  described.  Time  from 
Oarcoforo  to  Ponte  Grande,  5^  to 
6  hrs. 

d.  Travellers  pressed  for  time,  and 
wishing  to  reach  Macugnaga  in  one 
long  day  from  Varallo,  may  take  a 
pass,  which  diverees  from  that  last 
described,  at  the  village  of  Oarcoforo, 
about  the  same  height,  but  more 
interesting  than  that  of  the  Turlo 
(see  Rte.  124).  The  ascent  from 
Oarcoforo  is  very  steep ;  in  ascending  it 
takes  more  than  3  hrs.  (in  descending 
2  hrs.)  to  reach  the  summit  of  the 
Bocchetta  di  Qarcofon,  This  commands 
a  magnificent  view  of  Monte  Rosa  and 
the  Saas  Grat.    In  descending  there  is 


a  fhintly  marked  track  along  a  steep 
slope  until  an  abandoned  mine  (gold  ?) 
is  reached.  Below  this  the  path 
descends  into  the  short 

Vol  Quarazzohf  a  branch  of,  or 
rather  a  recess  in,  the  Vol  Quarazza, 
down  which  descends  the  path  from 
the  Turlo.  The  guides  usually  de- 
scend to  Borca,  but  this  is  unneces- 
sary, and  there  is  a  shorter  track  to 
Macugnaga  by  the  S.  side  of  the  Anza. 
Time  from  mlmuccia,  10  hrs.  steady 
walking,  exclusive  of  halts. 

The  trout-fldiing  is  reported  to  be 
very  good  in  the  Yals  Sermenta  and 
Mastidone.  In  hoih  the  beauty  is 
greatly  increased  bj  the  brilliant 
aqua-marine  green  of  the  water  and 
the  abundant  chesnut  woods. 


I  ROUTE  124. 

i 

!  MACUGNAGA    TO    GRE880NAT,  BT  THE 
,        TURLO    PASS — THE    COL    d'OLLEN — 
COL  DI  VAL  DOBBLl. 

The  most  direct,  but  not  the  most 

I  interesting,  route  for  travellers  making 

^  the  tour  of  Monte  Rosa  is  to  proceed 

'  from  Macugnaga  to  Alagna  bv  the 

I  Turlo  Pass.    It  presents  no  difficulty 

to    the   practised  pedestrian,  but    is 

'  long  and  fatiguing.  The  regular  track 

commences  at  Borca,  but  some  time  is 

saved   by  crossing    the  Anza  below 

I  Macugnaga  and  taking  a  path  which 
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leads  into  the  Val  Qaarazza  above  its 
janction  vith  the  Anza.  The  lower 
part  of  the  Val  Quarazza  is  pleasing 
and  the  ascent  gentle.  After  ascend- 
ing for  abont  1^  hr.  the  traveller 
finds  himself  at  the  base  of  a  steep 
rocky  range  which  encircles  the  head 
of  the  valley.  The  slopes,  which  occur 
in  the  intervals  between  the  out- 
cropping walls  of  bare  rock,  are 
covered  with  rhododendron  and  other 
stunted  Alpine  shrubs.  It  is  most 
prudent  to  keep  to  the  track,  which 
IS  ill-marked,  but  in  descending  on 
this  side  the  mountaineer  wUl  make 
short  work  of  these  slopes,  using  due 
caution  to  avoid  a  slip,  which  might  be 
dangerous.  Toward^  the  summit  are 
some  rather  long  and  steep  slopes  of 
snow,  tiresome  enough  to  mount,  but 
easy  in  the  descent.  The  actual 
summit  of  the  pass  (9141  ft.)  is 
marked  by  a  cross,  and  is  a  mere 
sharp  ridge  of  rock  forming  the  pro- 
longation of  agreat  spur  which  extends 
fh>m  the  Signal  Kuppe  between  the 
valleys  of  Anzasca  and  Sesia.  A  little 
S.E.  of  the  cross  are  some  rocks  which 
command  an  extensive  view  towards 
the  Lago  Maggiore  and  the  mountains 
beyond  it,  but  the  higher  summits  of 
Monte  Kosa  are  not  visible.  It  takes 
4^  hrs.  to  reach  the  top  of  the  pass 
from  Macugnaga.  On  the  S.W.  side 
the  track,  when  not  covered  wiUi 
snow,  is  better  marked.  It  winds 
round  the  N.  side  of  a  hollow  filled 
with  snow,  and  continues  for  some 
time  nearly  due  S.,  in  places  over 
scattered  d&ris,  where  it  is  easily  lost. 
It  then  bears  away  to  the  westward 
until  it  reaches  a  g^oup  of  miserable- 
looking  chlilets,  beyond  which  is  the 
final  descent  into  the  Val  Sesia,  which 
is  reached  at  a  bridge  over  the  Sesia, 
nearly  an  hour^s  walk  above  Alagna. 
8  hrs.  exclusive  of  stoppages  should 
be  allowed,  but  an  active  mountaineer 
might  accomplish  the  distance  in 
7  hrs. 

Alatjna  {Hotel:  Monte  Rosa,  good 
and  clean),  though  in  the  immediate 
neighbourhood  of  magnificent  scenery, 
does  not  command  a  view  of  any  of 
the  peaks  of  Monte  Kosa.    Unreason- 


able demands  are  made  here  both  fta 
guides  and  mules,  which  ought  to  be 
resisted. 

A  very  interesting  exconion  may 
be  made  from  Alagna  to  die  PUb  Alp 
and  the  Val  di  Bours,  or  Emboun,  as 
written  bv  the  Schlagintweits.  For 
the  first  nour  the  track  is  the  sasie 
as  that  to  the  Col  di  Turlo.  It  crosses 
and  recrosses  the  Sesia,  passing,  about 
2  m.  from  Alagna,  the  ahaadoned 
gold-mine  of  Kries.  Beyond  tUs  a 
wayside  oratory  is  passed  close  to  the 
bridge  over  the  Sesia,  near  which  oom- 
mences  the  ascent  to  the  Tuiio.  The 
path  to  the  Pile  Alp  keeps  to  the  rt. 
bank  of  the  Sesia,  mounting  a  steep 
staircase  of  rock  on  the  slope  of  the 
Stc^elbw^,  which  is  the  mountain  tbt 
shuts  out  from  Alagna  the  view  of 
Monte  Rosa.  After  passing  a  cluster 
of  poor  ch&lets  the  traveller  reaches  la 
1}  hr.  from  Alagna  a  point  which 
commands  an  admirable  view  of  the 
S.E.  portion  of  Monte  Rosa. 

On  the  left  is  seen  one  of  the  peaks 
(but  not  the  highest  point)  or  the 
Vincent  Pyramide,  next,  in  the  back- 
ground, the  Schwarshom  and  Lnd- 
wigshohe,  then  the  Parrots  Sfntae, 
and  lastly  the  grand  mass  of  the  S^iai 
Kvppe.  The  bitter  peak  ( 14,964  ft  in 
height)  was  ascended  in  1842  by  M. 
Gnifetti,  the  curi  of  Alagna,  an  ex- 
cellent mountaineer,  who  is  very 
ready  to  give  information  and  advice 
to  strangers  visiting  his  native  Talley. 
Those  who  desire  a  still  nearer  view 
of  these  grand  peaks  will  be  wdl  re- 
warded if  Xhfff  push  on  from  the  Pile 
Alp  to  the  ndge  N.  of  the  Val  <li 
Boars,  about  if  hr.  fisrther.  At  tltf 
head  of  the  Val  di  Bours  is  a  Tory  fast 
waterfall  fed  by  the  snows  of  Moetc 
Rosa,  and  descending  fh>m  a  gm! 
height  (600  ft  ?)  In  the  same  direc- 
tion there  is  a  Col— called  Col  dAt 
Piscie — ^by  which  an  active  moBB' 
taineer  mi^ht  reach  the  Val  des  I^ 
either  joinmg  the  path  from  the  Cd 
d'  OUen,  near  the  Gabiet  Sec»  or  de- 
scending by  the  £.  side  of  the  Ljs 
Glacier.  It  is  said  to  be  also  pocsiUe 
to  reach  the  summit  of  the  Col  d'OUca 
from  the  Val  di  Bours,  so  that  a 
traveller  might  leave  Alagna  in  tbf 
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momiDg,  follow  the  track  by  the  Pile 
Alp  to  the  Val  di  Boars,  thence  cross 
to  the  Col  d'  Ollen,  ascend  the  Gem- 
stein,  and  reach  Gressonay  the  same 
day.  These  expeditions  should  be  un- 
dertaken only  by  well-trained  moun- 
taineers. Ahigna  is  the  meeting  place 
of  many  different  routes.  That  from 
Varallo  by  the  Val  Sesia  has  been  de- 
scribed in  Rte.  119.  The  traveller 
bound  for  the  Val  Anzasca  may  best 
take  either  of  the  two  passes — the  Coi 
di  Moudf  or  the  Col  di  Rima — leading 
to  Rima  in  the  W.  branch  of  the  Viu 
Sermenta.  The  first-named  is  the 
better  of  the  two,  and,  though  unfire- 
qaented,  is  described  as  a  beautiful 
and  easy  pass,  reaching  Bima  in  4^ 
hr8.«-2f  to  the  top.  If  to  descend.  2 
hrs.  farther  is  Rimasco  (Rte.  123). 
The  two  most  frequented  passes  firom 
the  Val  Seda  to  the  Val  de  Lys  are 
the  Ool  d'011en,commencingat  Alagna, 
and  the  Col  di  Val  Dobbia,  the  path 
to  which  turns  from  the  Val  Sesia  at 
Riva,  1}  m.  below  Alagna.  The  first 
is  the  morie  interesting,  and  should 
always  be  preferred  in  fine  weather ; 
the  second  is  shorter  and  much  easier, 
being  a  ffood  mule-path,  but  it  is  com- 
paratively tame  and  unexciting. 

a.  The  ascent  to  the  Col  d'Ollm 
begins  immediately  above  the  village, 
and  occupies  4  hrs. ;  the  last  hour  is  very 
steep,  and  in  bad  weather  the  path  may 
easily  be  lost.  None  but  ver^  good 
males  should  be  taken  over  this  pass, 
as  the  track  is  difficult.  It  is  1000  ft. 
higher  than  Col  de  Val  Dobbia,  and 
more  than  1  hr.  longer ;  but  is  far  pre- 
ferable on  account  of  its  views.  {On 
reaching  the  Col  (9553  ft.)the  traveller 
should  ascend  the  peak  of  the  Gemstem, 
half  an  houi^s  climb  above  the  summit, 
on  the  N.  side,  from  which  there  is  a 
magnificent  view  of  desolation  on  the 
side  of  the  Alps  and  richness  on  the 
side  of  Italy.]  Nothing  can  be  ima- 
gined finer  than  the  head  of  the  Lys- 
thal.  The  Lys-gletscher,  which  de- 
scends low,  is  formed  by  the  union  of 
two  magnificent  branches,  which  sweep 
down  fiom  the  Lys  Kamm.  Rock, 
river,  rich  pasturages,  fbrests,  glaciers, 
and  mountains,  are  so  admirably  com- 
bined as  to  present(^a  series  of  most 


exquisite  views,  both  in  descending 
and  in  passing  along  the  bottom  of 
the  valley.  On  the  descent  is  passed  a 
lonely  tarn,  called  the  Gabiei  See,  near 
which  is  a  chftlet  better  than  common 
where  milk  may  be  procured.  Near 
the  village  chapel  of  oan  Giacomo,  and 
close  by  the  road,  there  is  a  remark- 
ably picturesque  spot  on  the  river, 
which  has  hollowed  itself  a  very  deep 
channel,  across  which  has  fallen  a 
mass  of  rock,  forming  a  natural  bridge, 
which  leads  to  the  chapel  and  some 
adjacent  houses.  A  sharp  descent  of 
2}  hrs.  leads  to  Trinitk  in  the  Lysthal, 
whence  it  is  1^  hr.  to  Gressonay;  or 
if  the  traveller  intends  to  cross  the 
Betta  Furca  (see  Rte.  125)  he  may 
take  a  track  to  the  rt.  and  merely  cross 
the  Val  de  Lys  at  St.  Giacomo,  at  once 
commencing  the  ascent  of  the  second 
Col,  but  it  is  a  long  and  &tiguing 
day^s  walk  to  reach  the  head  of  the 
Val  d'Ayas  from  Alagna. 

6.  The  route  to  the  Ool  di  Val 
Dobbia  starts  from  Riva  (Route  119), 
and  ascends  the  narrow  ravine  of  the 
Dobbia,  by  a  lonff  and  steep  path,  in 
some  places  overhanging  the  torrent, 
in  others  disputing  with  the  river  the 
narrow  course  through  which  both 
must  struggle.  After  passing  the 
miserable  hamlet  of  Grato,  near  to 
which  there  is  a  fine  waterfidl  gushing 
out  to  the  black  ravine,  the  abrupt 
ascent  to  the  Ool  rises  through  a  phie 
forest,  and  thence  over  Alpine  pas- 
turages by  a  long  and  htigoing  path, 
which  offers  no  object  of  particular 
interest  to  the  traveller. 

The  distance  from  Riva  to  the  Col, 
which  is  8250  ft.  above  the  level  of 
the  sea,  requires  4  hrs.  On  the  summit 
there  is  an  humble  ffonfice^a,  stone 
house  of  2  stories,  affording  acceptable 
shelter  during  snow-storms  to  travel- 
lers ;  it  is  the  successor  probably  of  a 
hovd  which  existed  in  Saussure's  time. 
It  was  built  at  the  joint  expense  of  the 
commune  of  Riva  and  of  an  individual 
of  Gressonay,  the  canon  Sottile.  It  is 
inhabited  throughout  the  year  by  2 
civil  men  who  attend  to  travellers  and 
their  wants.  A  view  b  obtained  from. 
the  summit,  extending  firom  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  Mont  Blanc  to  the 


342 


ROUTE  124. — GKESSONAY. 


Sectn. 


Alps  of  the  Val  TeUina.  The  Monte 
Rosa  is  concealed  from  the  traveller, 
but  in  the  course  of  his  descent  the 
deep  valley  of  the  Lys  offers  views 
rivaling  any  in  the  Great  Chain. 

The  descent  to  Gressonay  may  be 
easily  made  in  2  hrs. 

Gressonay  (St.  Jean).  {Inns :  that  of 
*Delapierre  is  very  good,  well  supplied 
for  so  remote  a  situation,  and  the 
landlord  most  attentive;  a  new  Inn, 
kept  by  M.  Sebastian  Lintz,  is  highly 
spoken  of;  guides  and  mules.)  Dela- 
pierre  and  his  son  Ferdinand  are 
both  good  guides,  and  he  provides 
mules  with  side-saddles  for  ladies. 
Travellers  must  not  expect  to  find  the 
ordinary  guides  at  this  or  other  vil- 
lages about  Monte  Rosa  at  all  worthy 
of  comparison  with  the  professional 

Slides  of  Ghamouni  or  the  Bernese 
berland.    The  mules  also  are  gene- 
rally inferior  animals. 

Gressonay  is  properly  the  name  of 
the  commune  which  includes  all  the 
upper  part  of  the  Vol  de  Lys^  or 
Lysthal.  There  are  many  hamlets 
scattered  along  the  course  of  the  stream 
for  a  distance  of  about  8  m.  The 
principal  one  is  that  of  St.  Jean,  where 
alone  good  accommodation  is  to  be 
found.  The  beauty  of  the  scenery,  the 
interestine  objects  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, ana  the  comfortable  quarters, 
combine  to  make  this  the  most  de- 
sirable stopping-place  on  the  Italian 
side  of  Monte  Rosa ;  but  for  those  who 
desire  a  close  acquaintance  with  the 

freat  mountain,  the  distance  of  St. 
ean  from  the  head  of  the  valley  (fully 
3  hrs.  walk  to  the  foot  of  the  glacier) 
IS  a  serious  drawback.  St.  Jean  is 
4530  ft.  above  the  sea. 

In  the  communes  at  the  heads  of 
the  Piedmontese  valleys  of  Monte 
Rosa  the  German  language  is  spoken ; 
at  Alagna  in  the  Val  Sesia,  above 
Pestarena  in  the  Val  Anzasca,  and  in 
this  which  is  the  most  considerable  of 
the  German  communes.  The  manners 
of  these  communities  are  as  distinct  as 
their  language  from  that  of  their 
neighbours  lower  down  the  valleys, 
with  whom  they  hold  little  intercourse : 
they  encourage  a  pride  of  birth  and 
birthplace  which  strongly  keeps  up 


the  separation.  At  Gressonay  tUs  is 
perhaps  more  strongly  exemplified  than 
m  any  other  <tf  the  valleys.  Here 
their  characters  are  disUnguished  for 
honesty  and  industry,  and  few  com- 
munities have  a  higher  moral  tone. 
Crime  is  almost  unknown  among  them : 
and  if  disputes  arise,  the  syndic  or 
magistrate  elected  by  themselves  hears 
the  complaint,  and  effects  an  amicable 
settlement.  They  possess  many  of 
those  comforts  whicn  an  Engliskunan 
appreciates,  and  which  are  nnknovu 
to  the  lower  inhabitants  of  the  valleys. 
Their  education  and  attainments  are 
of  a  higher  order  than  is  usually  fooad 
in  such  a  class,  especially  in  such  a 
place.  Many  of  their  young  noen  have 
distinguished  themselves  by  the  abiti- 
ties  which  they  have  displayed  wbca 
they  have  gone  abroad  in  the  -world. 
They  have  become  mtfchants  aad 
bankers,  and  many  from  amon^  them 
have  become  eminent  for  learning  and 
science,  and  reflected  honour  on  the 
little  community  located  in  this  A]  {Hue 
solitude.  Among  these  is  Hen-  Zum- 
stein,  better  known  in  tiie  Val  S^y  as 
M.  de  la  Pierre,  inspector  of  the 
forests  of  the  Val  Sesia,  who  lone 
since  explored  the  flanks  and  aaeeodra 
one  of  the  summits  of  Monte  Rosa, 
and  gave  great  assistance  to  CoL  Von 
Welden  in  his  topography  of  Mooic 
Rosa. 

Irrespective  of  the  posses  that  lead 
from  Gressonav  to  the  R — already  de- 
scribed— and  those  leading  westward, 
described  in  Rte.  125,  there  are  many 
interesting  excursions  to  be  mstde,  vai 
travellers  do  unwisely  who  merdT 
hurry  through  without  seeing  as  muc^ 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains  as 
weather  and  strength  will  pemnt. 
The  most  interesting  excarsion  in  fine 
weather  is  that  to  the  Lya  Q  lacier. 
There  is  a  good  paved  mnle-path  as 
far  as  Nooench^  where  Herr  ZumstdB 
resides.  Beyond  this  (about  \\  br. 
from  St.  Jean)  is  the  rather  laige 
hamlet  of  Oresaonay  la  J^rmiUu  Next 
is  San  Giaoomo,  from  whence  a  path  to 
the  Col  d'Ollen  ascends  on  the  rt,si»i 
that  to  the  Betta  Furca  on  the  L  (see 
Rte.  125).  The  last  hamlet  is  5di 
Pietro,  and  beyond  it,  at  a  spot  caBed 
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Am  Bett,  is  a  large  house  belonging  to 
Baron  Peocoz,  a  native  of  the  yalley* 
who,  aftcnr  haying  acqaired  a  fortune 
and  title  in  Germany,  has  returned  to 
his  birthplace,  and  there  indulges  in 
the  passion  for  ehamois-huntiiiK.  He 
has  seTeral  ch&lets  on  the  neighbour- 
ing mountains,  one  of  which  is  close 
to  the  £.  bank  of  the  Lys  Glacier, 
and  a  house  at  St.  Jean,  where  he 
keepa  a  collection  of  trophies  of  the 
chase,  including  some  unusually  fine 
bouquetin's  hei^  The  Lys  Glacier 
is  more  easily  approached  on  the  £. 
than  on  the  opposite  side,  where  the 
moraine  is  extremely  high  and  steep. 
It  is  well  worth  while  to  ascend  by 
the  lateral  moraine  until  ^e  less 
creyassed  part  is  reached,  and  then  to 
advance  over  the  glacier  towards  the 
base  of  the  Ifase,  a  conspicuous  peak 
or  promontory  of  rock  standing  out  in 
the  midst  of  the  glacier,  which  falls 
in  magnificent  ice-cascades  at  either 
side  of  it  Practised  mountaineers 
may  cross  the  glacier,  and  descend 
the  steep  moraine  on  the  W.  side :  not 
less  tlum  10  hrs.  should  be  allowed 
for  the  excursion.  On  the  E.  side  of 
the  glacier,  and  below  the  Vincent 
Pyramide,is  the  ffohea  Zicht,  a  rounded 
prominence,  where  at  one  time  a  gold- 
mine was  worked  at  more  than  10,800 
ft.  above  the  sea. 

A  hut  was  constructed  near  the 
mine,  which  served  Zumstein  and 
other  explorers  of  Monte  Bosa  as  a 
sleeping-place.  Another  hut  was  sub- 
sequently built  about  600  ft.  lower,  on 
the  rid^e  descending  from  the  Vincent 
Pyramide,  close  to  ike  summit  of  the 
Ck)l  delU  FisGie.  The  brothers  Schla- 
gintweit  remained  there  for  14  days 
in  1851  engaged  in  scientific  observa- 
tions. The  height  of  this  hut,  called 
Vincentshtitte,  is  10,383  ft. 

The  finest  panoramic  view  in  the 
neighbourhooa  of  Gressonay  is  that 
from  the  summit  of  the  Grantes  Haupt, 
or  Grauhaupt,  11„040  £n^.  ft.  in  height. 
Its  crags  rising  precipitously  on  the 
W.  side  of  the  Val  de  Lys  are  conspi- 
cuous from  Zermatt 

"  No  one  should,  if  possible,  leave 
Gressonay  without  ascending  it,  if  the 
weather  oe  favourable.    It  is  a  diffi- 


cult excursion  for  ladies,  at  least  to 
the  very  top,  though  one  was  of  our 
party.  The  view  £rom  the  summit  is 
a  superb  panorama,  and  may  certainly 
count  amongst  the  finest  in  the  Alps. 
After  ascending  the  Val  de  Lys  for 
35  min.  a  steep  path  by  the  side  of  a 
waterfall  on  the  1.  leads  up  to  a 
cluster  of  ch&lets  and  some  luxuriant 
pasturages ;  it  is  well  to  start  early,  so 
as  to  get  over  this  part  before  the  sun 
appears  above  the  mountains  on  the 
£.  side  of  the  valley.  Thence  the 
ascent  is  more  easy,  over  the  side  of 
the  hill,  rich  with  rhododendrons  and 
mosses,  till  vegetation  begins  to  cease, 
and  the  path  mounts  bv  the  side  of  a 
mountain-stream  till  it  readies  (in 
3  hrs.  from  Gressonay)  the  Ool  de 
Pinta,  a  wild  and  desolate  depression 
in  the  ridge,  strewn  with  large  rocks, 
where,  as  well  as  at  the  summit,  there 
is  a  pyramid  of  stones,  a  '*  homme  de 
pierre "  as  the  guides  call  it.  Here 
the  mule-path  ends,  and,  if  ladies  are 
not  strong  enough  to  mount  farther, 
they  will  be  amply  compensated  by 
the  view  fh)m  this  point.  The  higher 
part  of  the  mountain  itself  intercepts 
the  view  of  the  Monte  Rosa  chain,  but 
the  whole  range  from  Mont  Combin 
to  the  Grand  Paradis  in  the  range  on 
the  S.  of  the  Val  d'Aosta  is  seen; 
Mont  Blanc  rearing  its  hu^  amphi- 
theatre of  ice  high  above  its  neigh- 
bours. Beyond  this  the  way — ^not 
path,  fbr  there  is  none — lies  over  loose 
shingle  and  shale;  several  large  rocks 
have  to  be  either  circumvented  or 
climbed,  and  the  incline,  just  after 
the  Col,  is  very  steep:  afterwards  it 
lies  over  harder  stones,  the  footing  on 
which  is  more  secure ;  5  or  10  min. 
before  reaching  the  summit  there  is 
a  very  stiff  climb  of  20  or  30  ft.  of 
steep  rock,  and  in  less  than  2  hrs. 
from  the  Col  the  top  is  reached,  where 
we  remained  an  hour.  A  perfect 
circle  of  moimtains  here  reward  the 
trouble  of  the  dimb:  the  whole  of 
Monte  Rosa  with  the  majestic  Matter- 
horn  appear  quite  close ;  Mont  Blanc, 
fiuther  away  to  the  W.,  easily  proves 
itself  to  be  the '  Monarch  of  Moun- 
tains,' at  least  in  height.  The  Pic  de 
Grivola,  the  Grand  Paradis,  and  all  the 
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ridge  N.  of  Turin,  are  in  the  middle 
distance;  whilst  the  Maritime  Alps 
that  bound  the  Riyiera  from  Nice  to 
Genoa,  with  Monte  Viso  conspicuously 
great  on  the  one  side,  and  the  Tyro- 
lean Alps  with  the  huge  Orteler  Spitz 
on  the  other,  form  a  splendid  back- 
ground to  this  glorious  panorama. 

"  The  Col  is  a  convenient  place,  after 
descending  from  the  actual  summit, 
for  the  mid-day  d^jeCUier:  provisions 
however  mus^  be  taken,  as  nothing 
but  very  excellent  milk  can  be  ob- 
tained at  the  high  ch&lets."— C.  C.  T. 

The  time,  exclusive  of  stoppages, 


is:— 


To  AfiCSMD. 


Up  the  valley 
Up  to  the  Col 
Up  to  the  top 


To  Dbscevd. 
Down  to  the  Col      .     . 
Down  t«  the  valley 
ToQreeaonay    .    .    . 


ha  m. 

0  36 

2  30 

1  65 


0  55 

1  65 
0  20 

3  10 


Those  who  do  not  feel  confident  of 
their  strength  will  do  much  better  to 
attempt  some  easier  summit,  rather 
than  stop  short  in  the  ascent  of  the 
Grauhaupt  at  the  Col  di  Pinta.  Such 
a  point  IS  the  Pointe  de  Combetta, 
S.  of  the  Col  di  Ranzola  (Rte.  125). 
Another  summit,  less  difficult  than 
the  Grauhaupt,  but  more  laborious 
than  the  Combetta,  is  the  Telchenhorrif 
whose  top  is  seen  exactly  in  the  back- 
ground of  the  vallev  from  the  bridge 
of  Gressonay.  It  is,  in  fact,  a  pro- 
longation of  the  ridge  of  the  Hohes 
Lidit. 

"  It  is  a  walk  of  2|  hrs.  to  reach  its 
foot,  passing  the  patns  leading  to  the 
Col  dH[)llen  on  the  rt.,  and  Betta  Furca 
on  the  1.  A  severe  scramble  of  2  hrs. 
brought  us  to  the  summit,  over  short 
prieSy  grass,  Wording  no  hold.  The 
near  view  of  the  Lyskamm  and  glacier 
and  Vincent  Pyramide  is  very  grand. 
The  Hoheslicht,  which  is  the  only  in- 
terveninff  mountidn,  would  protmbly 
commana  still  grander  views,  but  we 
had  no  time  to  ascend  it.  Between 
the  Grauhaupt  and  Betta  Furca  pass 


there  is  a  fine  view  of  the  Grivola 
and  the  Mont  Emilius.  The  hoght 
of  the  Telchenhom  is  apparently  aboat 
the  same  as  the  Col  d'6llen.'' 

It  would  be  quite  possible  to  com- 
bine the  ascent  of  the  Telchenhom 
with  an  excursion  on  the  Lys  Glacier 
in  one  long  day's  walk. 

From  Gressonay  it  is  a  walk  of 
about  18  m.  to  descend  the  Val  de 
Lvs,  or  Vallese  as  the  Italian  portion 
of  the  valley  is  called,  to  St.  Bfartin 
in  the  Val  d'Aosta,  passine  many  vil- 
lages and  hamlets,  of  whi&  the  prio- 
cipal  are  Gaby,  Imme,  Fomiainenuxt^ 
and  LUlioMs,  through  wild  and  im- 
posing rock  scenei^,  combined  with 
the  richest  vegetation  in  a  manner 
characteristic  of  the  Yal  d'Aosta  and 
its  lateral  valleys.  About  Trina  the 
valley  is  strewn  with  huge  rolled 
blocks  or  boulders.  As  you  approach 
the  Ponte  di  Trinitk  tne  scene  be- 
comes sterner,  more  '  shattered  pre- 
cipices and  long  shoots  of  d^ris  and 
detached  rocks.  Below  iKime  an 
unbroken  and  beautiful  wood  of  sweet 
chestnut  stretches  across  the  vallet'. 
The  Vallese  loses  much  in  interest  to 
those  who  ascend  it 

At  St.  Martin  (Rte.  134)  is  a  toler- 
able Inny  La  Rosa  Rossa. 
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ROUTE  125. 

GRESSONAT  TO  CHATILLON,  BY  THE  COL 
DE  RANZOLA,  OR  BY  THE  BETTA 
FURCA. 

The  three  Talleys  of  Anzasca,  Sesia, 
and  Lys,  described  in  Rtcs.  119,  121, 
and  124,  diverge  from  Monte  Kosa 
like  the  spokes  of  a  wheel  from  the 
axle,  and  therefore  the  shortest  pas- 
sage from  one  to  the  other  is  that 
nearest  to  the  central  mountain.  The 
fflro  Talleys  which  succeed  the  Val  de 
Lys  to  the  westward — the  valleys  of 
Challant  and  Toumanche — are  nearly 
parallel  to  it  and  to  each  other,  and 
they  all  three  open  out  into  the  Val 
d'Aosta,  which  is  the  main  depression 
corresponding  to  the  ridge  of  the 
Pennine  Alps.  The  ridge  separating 
the  Val  de  Lys  from  the  Val  Challant 
may  be  passed  at  many  points,  but  the 
two  frequented  passes  are  the  Col  de 
Kanzola  and  the  Betta  Furca.  The 
former  is  by  far  the  easier  and  more 
interesting,  and  is  besides  considerably 
the  shorter  route  to  Chatillonor  Aosta. 

'Z.  To  reach  the  Col  de  Ranzola  it  is 
necessary  to  ascend  the  steep  forest 
paths  and  slopes  of  the  mountain  on 
the  side  of  the  valley  opposite  to  the 
Col  de  Val  Dobbia;  it  is  a  rather 
fatiguing  mule-path  the  whole  wav 
up  to  the  summit  of  the  ridge  which 
divides  the  valleys  of  the  Lys  and 
Challant 

On  emerging  in  the  ascent  from  the 
pine  forest  a  grand  view  of  Monte 
liosa  is  presented,  with  the  beautiful 
Vol  de  Lys  lying  far  below  the  tra- 
veller, with  its  qaiet  villages  and  fer- 
tile pasturages.  The  Lys,  like  a  silver 
thread,  may  be  traced  up  to  its  glaciers. 
On  either  side  of  the  valley  the  vast 
mountains,  belted  with  forests,  o£fer, 
at  the  depression  of  their  ridges,  the 
paths  by  which  the  most  frequent 
intercourse  takes  place  with  the  neigh- 
bouring valleys.  From  a  peak  rising 
a  little  above  the  pass,  called  Pointe  £: 
[Sxcitt,'] 


Combetta^  one  of  the  finest  panoramic 
views  of  Monte  fiosa  and  the  Val 
d'Aosta  and  the  Val  de  Gressonay 
may  be  obtained.  This  point  can  be 
reached  in  2.)  or  3  hrs.  from  Gres- 
sonay. 

At  the  top  of  the  pass  the  view  of 
Monte  Rosa  is  shut  out,  but  in  clear 
weather  the  traveller  is  recompensed 
by  a  fine  distant  view  of  Mont  Blanc. 
After  passing  the  Col  de  Ranzola 
(7136  ft.)  the  descent  is  gradual  to  the 
little  hamlet  of  St.  Grat,  then  some- 
what steep  to  Brussone.  In  the  descent 
the  Val  Challant  may  be  traced  in  its 
course  down  to  Verrex,  where  it  joins 
the  Val  d'Aosta,  in  which  the  Doire 
may  be  distinctly  seen,  fiashing  across 
like  a  streak  of  light,  broken  by  the 
dark  mass  of  the  Castle  of  Verrex, 
which  stands  at  the  very  junction  of 
the  two  valleys,  while  under  the  feet, 
or  not  far  off,  is  perched  upon  the 
declivity  the  picturesque  Castle  of 
Challant. 

In  4  hrs.  from  Gressonay  the  tra- 
veller reaches  Bnusone — Irms:  H6tel 
Royal,  tolerable ;  Lion  d'Or— a  beau- 
tifully situated  village.  From  hence 
the  Val  Challant  may  be  descended  to 
Verrex  in  the  Val  d'Aosta,  about 
3  hrs.  walk,  which  will  be  found  very 
hot  by  the  traveller  descending  from 
the  highland  valleys.  The  scenery 
is  beautiful,  but  the  inhabitants  are 
afSicted  with  goitre  and  cretinism  to 
a  painful  extent. 

Above  Brussone  the  valley  changes 
its  character  and  its  name,  being  there 
called  Val  d'Ayas  from  the  name  of 
the  chief  village. 

The  most  direct  and  agreeable  route 
to  Ch&tillon  and  Aosta  is  by  the  Col 
de  Jon.  To  reach  it  the  path,  after 
crossing  some  meadows  beyond  Brus- 
sone, winds  steeply  up  through  a  forest 
of  pines  and  larches,  and  then  opens 
upon  one  of  the  most  beautiful  pas- 
turages in  the  Alps — the  Col  de  Jon, 
which  is  a  fine  ^ensward,  broad  and 
luxuriant.  This  is  not  a  pass  over  a 
depression  in  a  mountain  range,  such 
as  are  common  in  the  Alps,  but  merely 
a  short  cut  gained  by  crossing  the 
shoulder  of  a  mountain,  instead  of 
winding  round  its  base.    The  Mont 
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Zerbion  is  the  southern  extreinity  of  1 
the  range  separating  the  Val  d'Ayas  ! 
from  the  Val  Toumanche,  and  it  is  [ 
over  the  side  of  this  mountain  that 
the  track  lies. 

On  reaching  the  descent  towards 
the  Val  d^Aosta,  near  a  little  chapel 
of  St.  Graty  this  beautiful  valley  is 
seen  in  all  its  length,  from  Ch&tillon 
to  the  Mont  Blanc ;  not  traced  quite  to 
the  base  of  the  latter,  for  its  summit 
only  is  seen  on  the  rt.  peering  into 
the  Val  d'Aosta,  over  several  compact 
lines  of  mountains,  which  here  lorm 
the  termination  of  the  horizon.  The 
prospect  of  the  Val  d'Aosta  itself  is 
charming ;  its  meadows  and  cultivated 
patches  margined  by  thick  woods  of 
walnut-trees,  which  creep  up  the 
water^hannelled  dells  at  the  foot  of 
the  mountain— the  castles  of  Usselle 
on  its  rock,  of  Finnis  overlooking  its 
sea  of  wood,  with  numerous  white  ch. 
towers  and  spires — Aosta  and  its  plain, 
and  the  winding  flashes  of  the  Doire 
uidulating  or  sweeping  across  the 
vale— combine  to  form  a  view  striking 
and  beautiful,  which,  in  the  descent, 
constantly  varies.  A  series  of  steep 
tourniquets  down  a  water-worn  chan- 
nel with  grassy  banks  brings  the  tra- 
veller to  the  forests  of  chestnut  and 
walnut  trees,  for  which  the  Yal  d'Aosta 
is  celebrated.  These  offer  to  him  their 
shade,  and  soon  the  vines  add  their 
luxuriant  foliage  to  the  cool  and  re- 
freshing path  which  leads  past  the 
mineral  spring  to  the  village  and 
Baths  of  St.  Vincent  (2}  hrs.  from 
Brussone).  The  valley  of  Aosta  is 
entered  at  one  of  its  finest  points  near 

St.  Vincent  (Rte.  134)  {Im,  Ecu 
de  France,  fair),  less  than  2  m.  from 

Ohatillom  (Rte.  134). 

h.  The  Betta  Futva  is  the  easiest 
pass  between  the  upper  end  of  the 
Val  de  Lys  and  the  Val  d'Ayas.  It 
is  not  in  itself  a  very  interesting  pass, 
and  unless  taken  on  the  way  between 
GresGoney  and  Zermatt,  or  unless  the 
traveller  wishes  to  explore  the  gla- 
ciers at  the  head  of  the  Val  d'Ayas, 
there  is  little  to  recommend  it.  This 
pass  is  quite  practicable  for  mules. 
A  good  track  leads  from  Gressonay 


up  the  valley  through  Novench  for 
2^  hrs.,  then  turns  to  the  L  and 
ascends  rapidly  for  1  hr.  to  a  small 
oratory,  whence  is  a  beaatiful  view 
of  the  Lyskamm  and  its  glacier: 
another  good  hour  of  gentle  ascent 
reaches  the  col  (8862  ft),  on  which  is 
a  wooden  cross.  Half  an  hour  on  the 
descent  are  the  chlilets  of  £eaget^ 
where  the  accommodation  is  -wretcbed. 
Further  down  are  the  ch&lets  of  Sw- 
selle,  where  tolerable  sleeping  quarter 
are  to  be  found,  "chez  rEnfanu" 
The  very  poor  village  of  San  GiacoB*> 
(TAyas  is  next  reached.  The  traveller 
fares  ill  here;  the  cure  is  said  (1855: 
to  be  unwilling  to  receive  Tisiton. 
[Here  the  pass  over  the  Cimea  Blanches 
(Rte.  128)  branches  off.]  The  road 
now  follows  the  stream  Evanson,  or 
Torrent  Blanche,  to  Ayas,  and  a  link 
further  joins  the  track  from  BrusMoe 
over  the  Col  de  Jon.  Distance— 
about  7  hrs.  from  Gressonajr^  to  Ssn 
Giacomo ;  2}  hrs.  from  San 
to  Brussone. 
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Sttlden 
SUNiklaoB 
Herbrtlsgen 
Rand«.     . 
T»8ch  .     . 
Zermatt    . 


1 

2       30 

1       IS 

ss 

1        10 
8       15 


The  concourse  of  travellers  to  tk 
valleys  around  the  Monte  Boss*  b 
every  year  increasing,  aaddeservediT; 
and  the  inn  accommodation  has  kefi 


*  The  late  Wm.  Brockedon.  snfbor  of  < 
of  the  Alps,'  WM  perhaps  the  flrst  who  di^v  tfc* 
atteutlon  of  Enuish  tntvellers  to  Zensan  a»i 
Monte  Rosa.  The  fame  of  tfadr  muiTaDed 
scenery  has  since  been  extended  I7  HmfciiBur 
Forbet's '  Alps  of  Savoy,'  and  tagr  otbir  i 
cent  works  referred  to  in  the 
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pace  with  the  increased  resort  of  stran- 
gers flowing  in.  The  peculiarity  of 
Zermatt  or  **  Young  Chamouni'*  is, 
that,  whereas  the  way  up  to  it  from 
the  Yalais  is  tolerably  easy,  there  is 
no  way  out  except  by  elacier  passes, 
which  not  eyery  one  is  nardy  enough 
to  attempt.  The  St.  Th^dnle  is, 
however,  passable  from  July  to  the 
middle  of  October.  The  only  direct 
mode  of  reaching  Zermatt  is  from  Visp 
or  F%d  in  the  Yalais  (R.  59),  where 
horses  can  be  obtained.  Each  horse 
tM>sts  11  fr.  a-day,  and  1  fr.  bonnemain 
to  the  man  who  leads  it.  Including 
stoppages,  11  hrs.  are  occupied  in 
c;oing  up  to  Zermatt,  and  not  much 
less  in  coming  down.  The  best  plan 
is  to  take  horses  at  Visp,  use  them  at 
Zermatt  for  the  Riffelberg,  &c.,  and 
return  upon  them,  thus  avoiding  back 
fare. 

The  other  bridle-path  to  Zermatt  is 
up  the  Turtman  Tnal  to  Zmeiden  or 
Gruben  the  first  day,  thence  over  the 
hill  to  St.  Niklaus  (Rte.  129). 

Jiadies  not  equal  to  a  ride  of  9  hrs. 
from  Visp  to  Zermatt  may  stop  half> 
way  at  St.  Nicholas,  or  Randa,  for  the 
night.  The  lower  part  of  the  valley 
is  exceedinely  hot.  It  is  therefore  a 
decided  earn  to  push  on  over- night 
beyond  visp,  even  only  to  Stal&n. 
Those  *who  are  pressed  for  time  may 
reach  St.  Niklaus  or  Banda  in  the 
evening,  the  Ri£Pelberg  next  day,  and 
ascend  the  Gomer-Grat  and  return 
on  the  third  day. 

The  scenery  in  the  valley  lead- 
ings to  Zermatt  is  fine,  and  the  inte- 
rest is  kept  up  by  occasional  glimpses 
of  the  gigantic  peaks  that  enclose 
the  valley.  The  people  in  the  valley 
seem  miserably  poor  and  afflicted 
with  goitre,  and  are  filthily  dirty 
in  person.  At  every  church  is  a 
well-filled  charnel-house,  and  in  the 
churchyards  skulls  and  bones  are 
often  lying  about  unnoticed.  This 
valley  suffered  terribly  from  the  earth- 
quake in  1855;  the  road,  which  had 
just  been  made,  was  destroyed  in 
many  places,  but  it  has  since  been 
restored.  There  is  not  the  least  occa- 
sion for  a  guide  at  any  time  up  to 
Zermatt 


.  The  road  leaves  Visp  on  the  rt 
bank  of  the  river,  and  is  yearly  im- 
proved. The  lower  part  of 'the  Visper 
Thai  is  very  hot,  and  vines  are  culti- 
vated for  some  distance  above  Visp. 
The  snowy  peak  of  the  Balfrin  is 
seen,  and  beyond  Stalden  the  Bru- 
neck  Horn.  You  cross  over  to  the  1. 
bank  of  the  Visp  at 

Netibrucke,  The  trout  rush  down  to 
the  Rhone  when  the  glaciers  melt,  and 
are  caught  here  in  (|uantities.  Fine 
view  up  from  this  bridge  of  the  fork 
of  the  valley, 

StaUien,  (2722  ft.)  {Inn,  Traube, 
poor,  but  clean  and  moderate,  good 
muscat  wine),  at  the  Junction  of  the 
stream  from  Zermatt,  called  Gomer- 
Vlsp,  with  that  from  Saas,  or  Saaser- 
Visp.  There  is  a  path  from  Stalden  to 
the'nospice  on  the  Simplon.  The  path 
to  Saas  here  turns  1.  over  the  Kmn- 
brucke  (Rte.  122).  That  to  Zermatt 
ascends  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Gorner, 
Visp,  and  the  vcdleij  of  St,  Nicholas, 
running  alone  the  edge  of  precipices, 
winding  mucn,  rising  high  and  de- 
scending low,  and  twice  crosses  the 
Visp  before  reaching 

St.  Nicholas  (Germ.  St.  Nikhua) 
(Inns:  Croix  Blanche,  Soleil;  both 
fairly  good,  under  one  management)^ 
a  good  place  for  a  halt  or  for  the 
night.  This  village,  which  is  rather 
less  miserable  than  its  neighbours, 
was  much  injured  by  the  earthquake 
in  1855;  it  is  the  chief  place  in  the 
valley,  and  is  charmingly  situated 
amidst  wild  Alpine  scenery,  tempered 
with  forests  and  orchards  in  the  fore* 
ground,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Visp. 

^here  is  a  short  but  high  cut  over 
the  shoulder  of  the  mountain  to  the 
valley  of  Saas.  There  is  also  a  pass 
to  the  Turtman-Thal.    (Rte.  129.)] 

After  leaving  St.  Niklaus  the  path 
soon  returns  to  the  rt.  bank,  traversing 
in  turn  meadow  and  forest,  crossed  now 
and  then  by  a  land-slip  or  glacier- 
stream  from  the  snows  above.  In  front, 
the  snows  of  the  Breithom  and  the 
Little  Mont  Cervin  soon  come  into 
view,  and  remain  visible  at  intervals 
till  near  Zermatt.  Beyond  Herbriig- 
gen  is 

Eanda  (/fm,  H.  da  X>om,  12  beds) 

T>  9 
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(4740  ft.),  situated  among  extensive 
meadows,  opposite  a  gap  in  the  pre- 
cioice  walling  in  the  valley  on  the 
W.,  through  which  the  Bies  glacier 
descends  from  the  Weisshom,  which 
is  here  left  behind.  In  1819,  Dec  27, 
a  considerable  portion  of  this  glacier 
lying  on  the  steep  slope  above  the 
precipice  suddenly  detached  itself, 
and  fell  from  a  height  of  1500  ft 
into  the  valley  near  to  the  vil- 
lage of  Randa;  it  did  not  reach  it 
in  descending,  but  passed  a  little  on 
one  side  of  it,  yet  the  mere  draft  of 
air  produced  by  a  fall  from  such  a  vast 
elevation  destroyed  the  greater  part 
of  the  houses,  scattering  the  timbers 
of  which  they  were  built  like  straws, 
over  the  mountain  side,  to  the  distance 
of  a  mile,  and  hurling  millstones  many 
fathoms  up  hill.  In  the  summer  6f 
1858  the  summit  of  the  Dom — the 
highest  of  the  Mischabelhorner,  14,935 
ft.  above  the  sea — was  for  the  first 
time  attained  by  the  Rev.  J.  L.  Davies; 
starting  before  daylight,  he  reached 
the  summit  in  9  hrs.,  and  descended 
in  5,  returning  to  Zermatt  in  the 
evening. 

About  an  hour  beyond  Randa  is  a 
larger  village,  Tdscfu  [From  Tdsch 
the  Allalein  pass,  a  difficult  glacier 
pass,  iit  only  for  practised  moun- 
taineers, leads  E.  to  Saas.  The  height 
is  about  12,000  ft.] 

Beyond  the  village  of  Tasch  the  road 
hsA  been  made  close  to  the  stream; 
and  turning  a  comer  where  it  has 
been  excavated  in  the  rock,  a  striking 
view  of  the  Mt.  Cervin,  or  Matterhom, 
distinguished  from  all  other  peaks 
by  its  slender,  isolated  pyramid,  opens, 
and  a  view  is  obtained  of 

Zermatt  (Piedmontese  Praborgne). 
Tuns :  H.  du  Mont  Rosa,  H.  du  Mont 
Cervin  j  both  good :  H.  du  Mont  Cervin 
larger  and  the  more  comfortable  of  the 
two,  better  fare.  There  is  also  a  good 
Inn  on  the  RifTelberg  2^  hrs.  further, 
kept  by  the  proprietors  of  the  H.  du 
Mont  Rosa.  This  retired  village, 
of  450  Inhab.,  5315  ft.  above  the  sea, 
consisting  of  about  60  quaint  old  black 
wooden  houses,  with  the  2  huge  white 
inns  towering  above  them,  is  placed  in  a 


little  plain,  dose  to  the  grandest  sce- 
nery of  nature,  near  the  junctioQ  of  :> 
valfe  vs,  each  headed  by  a  glacier.  E.  is 
the  !]^indelen  Glacier,  S.  the  Zermatt 
or  Gorner  Glacier  and  W.  the  Zmuts 
Glacier.  The  mineralogist,  botanist, 
and  entomologist  may  collect  rich  bar- 
vests  in  the  neighbourhood.  Here 
many  days  maybe  spent  in  excorsioos 
to  the  glaciers  and  points  of  view  with 
which  the  neighbourhood  abounds. 
The  pasturage  appears  good,  but  the 
attempts  to  raise  mm  crops  in  this 
damp  and  shady  valley  are  mSanchoIr, 
and  only  serve  to  show  the  sreat  in- 
dustry of  its  inhabitants.  Tne  bread 
is  not  good,  probably  because  the 
wheat  can  never  ripen.  In  wet  wi- 
ther this  valley  must  be  truly  miser- 
able. It  is  now  much  frequented  br 
travellers  :  1500  to  2000  visitors  in  V 
year. 

The  grandest  object  in  the  views 
around  Zermatt  is  the  Mont  Cervtn 
(Germ.  Matterhom^  ItaL  Mcnie  SHcio), 
which,  near  the  village,  is  seen  to  rise 
in  singular  beauty  and  magnificence 
against  the  sky,  14,705  Eng.  feet  higk 

Prof.  Forbes  describes  it  "  as  beyood 
comparison  the  most  striking  natural 
object  he  had  seen^—an  inaccessible 
obelisk  of  rock,  not  1000  ft  lower 
than  Mont  Blanc.*'  It  lifts  itself  from 
an  otherwise  unbroken  line  of  glacier, 
which  is  more  than  11,000  &i&  ft 
above  the  level  of  the  sea  :  this  object 
alone  woidd  repay  the  trouble  of  a  Yuit 
to  Zermatt  from  Visp. 

Guides. — There  is  no  difficulty  in 
getting  good  guides  at  Zermatt,  and 
most  of  them  speak  a  little  French. 
Johann  and  Peter  Taugwald,  Stephen 
Biener,  Joseph  Biener,  and  Pierrr 
Perrin  are  among  the  best.  Tber? 
is  an  authorised  Tariff  of  charges  t  > 
be  seen  at  the  hotels.  50  fr.  f:r 
Monte  Rosaj  20  fr.  over  the  TW- 
dalc  to  ChatiUon;  6  fr.  a  day  and  I 
fr.  bonnemain  for  ordinary'  excor- 
sions;  mules  10  fr.  a  day  and  I  fr. 
'  bonnemain. 

Excitrstons, 

a.  *Riffell>erg  and  ** Gorner  Gnd.— 
The  first  excursion  from  Zermatt  i» 
up  the  Riffclbergf  and  to  the  Gcnter  <?m^. 
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nd  those  who  haye  time  bat  for  one 
yjj^^^pedition  only  usually  choose  this.  It 
I'ibw.  •  very  comfortably  accomplished  by 
- — =^deeping  two  nights  at  Zermatt ;  but 
^^^;hose  who  wish  to  save  a  day  may  sleep 
^  — _jlt  St.  Niklans,  next  day  to  the  Riffel- 
Iterg  Inn,  and  on  the  following  day 
^J  lo  the  Gorner  Grat  and  back  to  St. 
i^"  r  Kiklaus.    From  Zennatt  to  the  Inn 
j  ^1  ion  the  Riffelberg  is  2^  hrs.  on  horses, 
^  2  hrs.  good  walking.    From  the  Inn 
^  lo  the  top  of  the  Gorner  Grat  H  hr. 
The   Riffelberg  is' properly  a  long 
rocky  ridge  or  promontory,  extend- 
■""ijjjng    between    the    Gorner    Glacier 
<^iia    the  Findelen  Glacier;  but  the 
Abortion    of   it    near    the    inn,    and 
■;>  |£  overhanging   Zermatt,   is   especially 
'^JKalled  by  that  name.     The  three  prin- 
cipal summits,  rising  one  higher  than 
the  other  from  W.  to  E.,  are  called 
the    Gorner   Grat,    the    Ilochthdlujrat, 
and    the   Stockhom.     The    Hiffelhom 
18  a  singular  detached  pinnacle  of  ser- 
Ipentine  rock  rising  above  the  Gorner 
jelacier.     An  Inn,  very  fairly  kept, 
'out  often  overcrowded,  has  been  built 
upon  a  part  of  the  Riffelberg,  at  an 
elevation  of  8430   ft.,  affording  fine 
views  in  theimmediate  neighbourhood, 
and  about  1^  hr.  from  the  top  of  the 
Gorner    Grat,    the   great   object    of 
attraction.    Charges  much  too  high. 

The  Inn  on  the  Riffelberg  is  ver^ 
conspicuous  from  Zermatt ;  there  is 
no  danger  in  going  up,  or  even  to  the 
Gorner  Grat  without  a  g^ide,  but  it 
is  quite  possible  to  miss  the  path. 
This  goes  past  the  ch.  and  on  the  1. 
bonk  of  the  Visp  for  about  10  min., 
*  hen  the  stream  is  crossed.  The 
path  then  crosses  some  meadows,  and 
R|  ascends  for  about  an  hr.  by  a  path  ex- 
^^  ceedingly  steep  in  places,  through  a  no- 
ble forest — first  of  larch,  then  of  AroUa 
(Arve,  pinus  cembrd)\  it  then  emerges 
on  a  small  alp  or  pasturage,  and,  pass- 
ing some  chalets,  turns  to  the  rt.  and 
crosses  a  torrent ;  the  rest  of  the 
ascent  is  easy,  winding  round  the 
shoulder  of  the  mountain  towards  the 
Gorner  Glacier,  and  finally  arriving 
at  the  plateau  where  the  inn  is  situ- 
ated. From  this  plateau  there  is  a 
noble  view  of  the  Mont  Cervin  and  the 
?^^s  towards  the  S,  and  W. ;  and 


'f 


from  points  near  it  are  views  over  the 
Gorner  Glacier.  Leaving  the  inn, 
and  keeping  a  little  to  the  S.,  and  then 
turning  E.  amongst  some  rocks,  the 
path  ascends,  becoming  very  rugged. 
Grand  views  of  the  mts.  and  of  the  gla- 
cier below.  A  rugged  peak  is  seen  on 
the  rt.,  the  Eiffelhom,  which  it  is  just 
possible,  but  not  profitable,  to  ascend; 
Mr.  Wilson,  climbing  this  without  a 
guide,  having  previously  ascended  it 
with  one,  fell  and  perished,  July,  1 865. 
The  path  continues  till,  in  about  an  hr. 
from  the  inn,  it  reaches  a  little  lake. 
It  becomes  so  rough  that  it  is  better 
to  dismount,  and  send  the  horses  to 
meet  you  near  the  Guggli.  [Two 
narrow  footpaths  are  made  down  the 
face  of  the  cliff  on  to  the  glacier; 
the  one  that  diverges  to  the  rt.  leads 
over  the  ice  to  the  St.  Th^odule,  the 
other  to  the  Weissthor  and  the  summit 
of  Monte  Rosa.]  The  track  is  now 
over  rocky  masses  with  snow  in  the 
hollows,  and  vegetation  becomes  very 
scanty,  until  the  summit  of  the  Gorner 
Grat  is  reached,  10,290  ft.  above  the 
sea-level.  This  is  a  round  knoll,  per- 
haps 50  yds.  across,  with  precipices 
towards  the  Gorner  Glacier  and  a  steep 
slope  of  snow  on  the  N. ;  it  command^ 
a  splendid  view  of  the  Gorner  Glacier, 
and  also  a  complete  panorama,  nearly 
40  m.  in  diameter,  of  snowy  mountains, 
in  which  respect  it  exceeds  anything 
at  Chamouni,  where  the  view  is  always 
confined  to  one  side.  The  only  point 
where  there  is  anything  to  impede  a 
complete  view  is  a  snowy  eminence  to 
the  E.  on  a  continuation  of  the  Riffel- 
berg ridge,  and  called  Ilochthaligrat, 
This  point  is  about  I7  hr.  from  the 
Gorner  Grat;  the  view  differs  very 
little  from  that  already  obtained. 

Descending  from  the  Gorner  Grat, 
and  keeping  rather  towards  the  N.  by 
a  track  not  easy  to  find,  in  about 
f  hr.  the  eminence  called  Guggli  is 
reached,  the  view  from  which  is  re- 
markable, though  it  will  perhaps  ap- 
pear tame  after  that  from  the  Gorner 
Grat.  The  Nesthom  on  the  N.  side 
of  the  valley  of  the  Rhone  is  from 
here  a  conspicuous  object. 

From  Guggli  there  is  a  path  bv 
the  side  of  the  Fmdelen  Glacier  bacT 
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to  Zermatt,  but  it  is  usual  to  return 
in  about  ^  hr.  over  rou^h  but  level 
ground  to  the  inn,  whence  by  a 
circuit  of  1  hr.,  or  so,  the  foot  of 
the  Gorner-gletscher,  where  the  river 
issues  from  it,  may  be  visited ;  and 
though  the  vault  of  ice  at  present 
is  far  inferior  to  those  of  the  Glacier 
du  Bois,  or  Grindelwald,  the  exquisite 
beauty  of  the  spot  well  deserves  a 
visit.  Here  one  may  literally  touch 
the  meadows  with  one  hand,  and  the 
glacier  with  the  other.  The  torrent 
from  the  vaidt  of  the  glacier  soon 
plunges  into  a  singularly  beautiful 
gorge  of  serpentine,  the  commence- 
men  of  a  romantic  forest  ravine,through 
which  it  leaps  and  struggles  until  it 
reaches  the  plains  of  Zermatt.  The 
descent  from  the  glacier  to  Zermatt 
is  about  4-3  minutes. 

The  Gomer  Glacier  is  especially 
worth  observing,  owing  to  the  rapidity 
of  its  encroachments.  In  1853  a 
foot-bridge,  which  crossed  the  stream 
just  below  its  exit  from  the  ice  ca- 
vern, had  been  carried  away,  and  the 
cave  is  now  some  yards  beyond  it. 
The  glacier  protruded  into  some  of 
the  richest  pastures,  and  the  turf  was 
literally  turned  up  and  thrown  back 
by  it  a%  by  the  share  of  an  enormous 
plough. 

6.  Schwartzsee  and  Zmutt  Glacier. — 
The  path  is  the  same  as  that  to  the 
Theodule  for  the  first  45  min.  When 
near  the  foot  of  the  Gomer  glacier, 
strike  up  the  mountain  to  the  rt.;  the 
path  will  soon  be  found,  and  about 
45  min.  of  steep  zigzags  succeed. 
After  this  the  track  becomes  more 
level,  leading  nearly  straight  for 
Mont  Cervin,  and  in  45  min.  more 
brings  you  to  the  Schwartzsee,  2A  hrs. 
from  Zermatt.  Ladies  can  ride  all  the 
way;  but  the  ascent  is  in  part  steep. 
The  Schwartzsee  is  a  little  lake,  8393 
ft.,  on  a  buttress  of  the  Matterhom, 
with  a  lone  chapel  beside  it.  There  is 
nothing  remarkable  in  the  spot  itself; 
but  the  low  ridge  east  of  it  commands 
a  superb  panoramic  view  of  the  whole 
basin  of  Zermatt,  with  its  surrounding 
mountains  :  a  view  in  some  respects 
finer  than  that  from  the  RiffeL  Here 
the  Matterhom,  rising  overhead,  is  the 


principal  object;  but  the  view  also 
embraces  the  whole  extent  of  the  Gor- 
ner-gletscher, to  the  top  of  Monte 
Rosa.  A  still  finer  view  is  obtained 
by  mounting  the  rocky  peak  abov? 
the  lake,  called  the  Bdmli,  an  hour  s 
steep  ascent,  a  small  part  of  which  is 
over  ice  or  moraine,  and  not  easy  to 
find,  or  perhaps  safe  to  attempt,  without 
a  guide.  It  is  so  infinitely  soperior 
that  no  one  ought  to  omit  it.  It  wa«; 
by  way  of  the  Homli  buttress  that 
the  Matterhom  was  first  ascended  in 
July,  1865,  by  Mr.  Whymper,  Rev.  C. 
Hudson,  Lord  Charles  Douglas,  and 
Mr.  Iladow;  while  descending  it,  there 
occurred  a  footslip.  The  rope  broke 
below  Mr.  Whymper,  and  the  three 
other  gentlemen,  with  the  gnide  Mi- 
chael Croz,  fell  over  a  precipice  of 
4000  ft.  and  perished.  The  summit 
of  the  Cervin  may  be  deemed  almost 
inaccessible,  and  after  this  catastrophe 
it  is  to  be  hoped  no  one  will  be  so  reck- 
less of  his  own  life  and  the  lives  of 
others  as  to  try  it  Either  from  the 
Homli  or  from  the  Schwartzsee,  a  dif- 
ferent route  may  be  taken,  descending 
westward  to  the  foot  of  the  great  gla- 
cier of  Zmutt,  and  returning  alon^  the 
N.  side  of  the  Zmutt  valley  to  Zer- 
matt This  route  passes  through  fine 
large  forests,  and  abounds  in  most 
singular  and  beautiful  pictures.  The 
descent  this  way  is  less  steen,  bat 
longer:  it  will  take  about  3^  noun. 
The  Zmutt  Glacier  is  well  worth  a 
visit  on  account  of  the  magnificent 
views  obtained  from  it 

Another  returning  route  is  by  the 
side  of  the  Gorner  Glacier. 

0.  The  Untere  Roihhom  toaj  be  as- 
cended in  4|  hrs.  by  a  steep  mole 
path.  The  view  is  more  panoramic 
than  that  from  the  Gorner  Grat ;  it 
rises  in  the  centre  of  a  complete  circle 
of  snow  mountains,  and  you  see  at  ost* 
view  the  3  chief  glacier  routes  leading 
out  of  the  valley  of  Zermatt,  tix  thf 
Matterjoch  into  Val  d'Aosta,  the 
Weiss  Thor  into  Val  Anzasca,  and 
that  by  Zmutt  Glacier  into  Tal 
d'Erin.  There  is  a  short  and  steep 
descent  into  the  EindelenthaJ. 

d.  From  Zermatt  or  the  Riffelberg 
a  rather  difficult  |»ath  is  now  often 


Pied^-  d  Savoj/.  route  127, — the  weiss  thor. 


351 


taken  by  English  travellerR,  leading 
directly  across  the  glaciers  of  Moote 
Rosa,  and  affording  a  very  short  cut 
from  Zermatt  to  Macagnaga,  in  the 
VaL  Anzasca. 

This  is  the  pass  now  called  the 
Weiss  Thor,  but,  to  distinguish  it 
from  the  old  and  now  disused  pass  of 
that  name,  it  should  be  called  the  Xew 
Weiss  Thor.  (See  Rte.  121.)  The 
pass  now  used,  which  appears  to  have 
been  first  discovered  about  1849  or 
1850,  is  rather  higher  than  the  old 
pass,  being  11,851  ft.  above  the  sea. 
j?OT  mounuuneers  who  can  count  upon 
the  perfect  steadiness  of  their  heads, 
and  upon  their  endurance  in  the  event 
of  baa  weather  coming  on,  there  is  no 
danger  in  the  pass;  but  it  is  by  no 
means  a  route  for  inexperienced  tra- 
Tellers,  unless  accompanied  by  good 
fliiides,  and  in  very  settled  weather. 
The  guides  ask  2.*^  fr.  for  the  expedi- 
tion, and  a  stout  youth  to  act  as 
porter  may  be  had  for  15  f^.  In 
taking  the  pass  from  Zermatt  it  is 
rather  shorter  to  go  by  the  Findelen 
glacier,  but  it  is  &r  more  advisable  to 
sleep  at  the  Riffel  Hotel,  and  to  be  on 
the  Gomer  glacier  as  early  as  possible 
in  the  morning.  Starting  from  the 
inn  on  the  Riffelberg,  the  path  on  the 
rt.  leaves  the  little  lake  at  the  foot  of 
the  Riffelhom,  and  then  passes  nearly 
on  a  level  along  the  very  steep  slope 
forming  the  southern  face  of  the 
Gomer  Grat,  at  first  at  a  great  height 
above  the  glacier,  till  the  gradual  rise 
of  the  glacier  brings  its  surface  to  a 
level  with  the  path  in  about  an  hour 
after  leaving  the  hotel.  The  glacier 
is  thus  ascended  for  some  distance, 
but  the  crevasses  soon  render  it  neces- 
sary to  retam  to  the  rocks  on  the  1. 
In  about  2i  hrs.  from  the  Riffel  the 
path  takes  to  the  glacier  again.  From 
this  point,  with  the  ridge  dividing 
the  Gomer  firom  the  Findelen  glacier 
on  the  1.,  Monte  Rosa  on  the  rt„  and 
the  peak  of  the  Cima  di  Jazi  in  front, 
the  track  lies  nearly  in  a  straight  line 
over  easy  slopes  of  snow,  and  across 
or  roona  numerous  crevasseti  some 
altogether  concealed,  others  revealing 
blue  chasms  walled  with  ice  of  great 
parity    and   solidity.     Toward?    the 


higher  part  of  this  great  snow-field 
the  2  glaciers— Gomer  and  Findelen 
— become  mingled  together,  there 
being  here  ouTy  a  faint  dividing 
ridge.  Looking  back  from  here, 
the  view  is  very  grand,  and  takes  in 
nearly  the  whole  of  the  vast  chain 
extending  from  Monte  Rosa  to  Mont 
Blanc — seen,  however,  in  the  direction 
of  its  lenffth,  so  that  it  is  not  easy  to 
distinguish  many  of  the  intermediate 
peaks.  The  track  now  bears  away  to 
the  L,  or  nearly  due  N.,  leaving  on 
the  rt.  hand  the  snowy  summit  of  the 
Gima  de  Jazi,  and  crossing  a  slight 
depression  in  the  ridge  joining  the 
latter  summit  and  the  Strahlhora. 
After  ascending  for  a  short  distance 
on  the  N.  side  of  this  depression,  a 
point  is  reached  where  in  two  or  three 
steps  the  scene  is  changed  as  if  by  en- 
chantment. Instead  of  toiling  over  a 
snow-field,  with  no  object  visible  save 
boundless  fields  of  ndvd  and  occasional 
black  rocks,  the  traveller  finds  him- 
self on  a  narrow  ledge  of  rock  appa* 
rently  overhanging  a  precipice.  On 
the  N.  or  left-hand  side  this  terminates 
in  a  projecting  buttress  only  a  few 
yards  distant;  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion the  precipitous  wall  on  whose 
summit  he  is  standing  is  seen  to  ex- 
tend far  to  the  southward,  until  it  is 
united  to  the  tremendous  eastern  fiice 
of  Monte  Rosa.  The  highest  inter- 
vening summit  is  that  of  the  Cima  de 
Jazi,  not  more  than  600  or  700  ft 
higher  than  where  he  stands.  The 
precipice  terminates  only  a  few  feet 
from  the  summit  of  the  Cima;  and 
there,  and  in  many  other  places,  the 
thick  layer  of  snow  which  coats  the 
top  of  the  ridge  is  seen  to  form  an 
overhanging  cornice  that  mi^ht  be 
easily  broken  away  by  the  weight  of 
an  unwanr  traveller.  Looking  down- 
ward, if  the  valley  below  be  clear,  the 
traveller  sees  the  lower  end  of  the 
Macugnaga  glacier  about  6000  ft. 
below  him,  appearing  so  near  that  a 
stone  fiung  from  the  hand  might 
reach  it  ft  far  more  conunonly  hap- 
pens, even  in  fine  weather,  that  a  sea 
of  cloud  hangs  like  a  {Hill  between 
the  valley  below  and  the  spectator. 
L^ing,  84  they  do,  som^  thousands  ' 
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feet  below  him,  he  supposes  the  clouds 
to  fill  the  valley,  while  the  people  of 
Macugnaga,  seeiug  clouds  three  or 
four  thousand  feet  above  their  heads, 
imagine  that  they  coyer  the  mountain- 
tops.  The  single  point  at  which  the 
eage  of  the  precipice  is  conveniently 
reached  is  often  selected  by  the  guides 
as  a  halting-place  for  luncheon.  How- 
ever uninviting  the  appearance  of  the 
precipice  may  be  even  to  moun- 
taineers, it  is  quite  possible  to  descend 
directly  from  this  point,  but  the  guides 
seldom  choose  that  course.  The  rocks 
are  excessively  steep,  and  there  are 
one  or  two  points  that  are  scarcely 
safe,  except  to  practised  cragsmen, 
nsed  to  "hold  on  by  their  eyelids." 
The  usual  course  is  to  ascend  along 
the  ridffe  for  a  short  distance  further 
to  the  N.,  until  a  few  projecting  rocks 
are  reached.  At  this  point  the  great 
wall  connecting  Monte  Rosa  and  the 
Strahlhom,  along  the  top  of  which 
the  track  has  hitherto  lain,  is  joined 
by  a  transverse  ridge  running  in  an 
easterly  direction,  and  forming  in  this 
place  the  boundary  between  Switzer- 
land and  Italy.  This  transverse  ridge 
is  much  lower  than  the  wall  against 
which  it  abuts,  and  at  the  point  of 
junction  it  is  united  by  a  steep  buttress 
of  rock  partly  coated  with  snow  and 
ice.  It  is  by  this  buttress  that  the 
pass  of  the  New  Weiss  Thor  is  usually 
effected.  The  N.  side  looks  towards 
Saas,  and  overhangs  the  Schwarzberg 
Glacier,  which  descends  near  to  the 
Distel  Alp.  The  S.  side  of  the  but- 
tress faces  the  Macugnaga  glacier. 
It  is  by  the  K.  side  that  the  first  part 
of  the  descent  is  made,  along  some 
very  steep  but  not  dangerous  faces  of 
rock.  There  is  good  holding-ground 
for  hands  and  feet.    After  about  a 

Suarter  of  an  hour  the  chief  apparent 
ifficulty  of  the  pass  is  encountered. 
This  is  an  extremely  steep  ridge  of 
snow,  sometimes  frozen  hard,  along 
the  edge  of  which  the  descent  lies. 
With  good  guides,  and  proper  use  of 
the  rope,  there  is  no  danger. 

At  the  foot  of  this  are  some  steep 
rocks  with  snow  between  them.  The 
track  now  takes  to  tlie  Macugnaga 
tide  of  the  ridge,  and  the  remainder 


of  the  descent  is  alternately  over 
rocks,  piles  of  d^ris,  and  snow  slopes 
which  are  someUmes  favourable  for  a 
glissade.  Heie  xiie  rope,  which  ought 
to  have  been  in  use  since  reaching  the 
neve  of  the  upper  part  of  the  Corner 
glacier,  may  be  laid  aside,  and  the 
remainder  of  the  descent  presents  no 
difficulties.  From  9  to  10  hrs.  (ac- 
cording to  the  state  of  the  snow, 
should  be  allowed  for  reaching  Mt- 
cugnaga  from  the  Ri£fel  Hotel,  exclu- 
sive ot  halts.  At  least  an  hour  more 
should  be  allowed  in  taking  the  pus 
from  Macugnaga  to  the  Rinel,  which 
involves  a  much  longer  and  steeper 
ascent.  Clouds  often  gather  round 
the  summit,  and  the  services  of  a 
thoroughly  experienced  guide  arc 
essential.  [From  the  foot  of  the 
ardte  it  is  easy  to  reach  the  Schwan- 
berg  glacier,  and  so  descend  into  th« 
valley  of  Saas,  a  little  above  the  ion 
at  the  Mattmark  See.    (See  Rte.  122.'  ] 

e.  The  Weiss-thor  pass  is,  however, 
rather  difficult  and  dan^rous ;  and  a 
finer  view  can  be  obtained  by  going 
part  of  the  way  and  then  ascending 
Cima  di  Jazi  ( 12,527  ft.).  This  can  be 
easily  reached  in  5  hrs.  from  the  Rif- 
felberg  Hotel.  During  the  greater 
part  of  the  time  the  path  is  over  ice 
and  snow  on  easy  slopes,  and  there  b 
no  other  mountain  in  the  Alps  of  thai 
height  which  can  be  so  easily  aacendol. 
The  view  from  the  top  extends  over 
the  Pennine  chain,  the  Bernese  Alps, 
and  the  plains  and  lakes  of  Italy,  acd 
to  the  Tyrol.  A  rope  is  always  ad- 
visable, but  in  general  there  is  neither 
difficulty  nor  danger.  The  guide  his 
usually  10  fr. 

/.  Monte  Jiosa,  The  highest  part 
of  Monte  Rosa  consists  of  a  range  of 
5  peaks  running  N.  and  S.,  the  ex- 
tremities of  the  range  not  being  morv 
than  2  m.  apart.  Commencing  at  tfat 
northern  end,  the  names  and  neights 
of  the  peaks  are,  according  to  the 
latest  measurements, — 


Eng-IL 

Kord  End  .          . 

.     .     16,131 

HOchBte  SpltM     . 
Zumstein  Spitse    . 

.     .     15<tlT 

.     .     15,004 

Signal  Kuppe  .     . 

.      .     14,»<4 

Parrot  Spitse  .    . 

.  .  lij^n 

\ 
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Summit  oT  Jdont«  Rvt^ 


The 


:  Xortl  Knil  WBB  Erst  iscended  in 
lasS  by  Sir  T.  and  Mr.  E.  Buxtoc,  and 
Mr.  Cowetl.  The  Hiichstc  Spilie  was 
ascendud  by  the  brothers  Schlagint- 
weil,  by  Messrs.  E.  G.  and  C.  Smjtii, 
aod  by  Mr,  E.  S.  Kennedy  prior  to 
1853,  but  the  point  reached  vas  about 
18  ft.  short  of  the  highest  aiinirait. 
This  was  fli^t  attained  in  the  latter 
year  by  Messrs.  Hudson,  G.  and  C 
Smyth,  Birkbeck,  and  Stevenson,  ac- 
companied by  Ulrich  Lauener,  of 
I.nuterbpunnen,and  3  Zerm at t  guides. 
This,  the  highest  peak  of  the  mouo- 
tain,  is  (ailed  par  cxcellmct  Mocle 
Jlosa. 

The  Ziimsieki  SpiUc  -was  several 
times  atcended  by  the  intrepid  ex- 
plorer whose  name  it  bears. 

The  Sv/Tw/ffu^ptr  was  reached  in  18*2 
hy  M.  Gnifetti,  the  otri  of  AUgna, 

Since  1860,  the  ascent  of  Monte 
ICosa  has  become  very  common  ;  for, 
hough  it  U  more  difficult  and  dan- 
jerou)  than  Mt.  Blanc,  yet,  by  eiarting 


from  Ihe  Riffelberg,  the  expedition 
up  and  down  again  may  be  accom- 
piiBhed  in  about  14  hr».,  and  there 
IS  no  oecessity  for  steeping  out  on  the 
mountaiD.  It  takes  from  7  lo  8  hrs." 
walk  over  snow  and  glacier,  passini; 
Auf  der  Platle,  to  reach  the  base  o? 
the  cone  forming  the  summit.  Here 
the  real  difficulty  begins.  It  is  a  Ter>- 
steep  rock,  its  hollows  filled  with  ice  ■ 
and,  though  only  500  ft.  high,  re- 
quires nearlv  an  hour  to  ascend,  and 
as  much  to  descend.  The  most  diffi- 
cult part  of  all  is  that  which  leads  to 
the  very  highest  point.  The  best 
guides  should  be  taken,  and  the  uioal 
iharge  is  50  fr.  each  guide. 

ff.  Those  who  do  not  intend  crossini? 
into  the  Val  d'.\oeta  from  Zermatt 
bytheSt.Thei)dule(Rie.  lan)  will !«, 
gratified  by  ascending  to  the  hiehest 
point  of  the  pass.  The  scenery  is 
grand  in  the  highest  degree,  and  the 
excursioD  neither  dongeroua.  difficult. 


354 


ROUTE  127. — ^ZEEMATT  TO  THE  EINFISCH  THAL.         ScCtH. 


nor  very  fatigaing,  unless  the  snow 
be  very  soft.  <  It  is  possible  to  ride  as 
far  as  the  glacier  in  2^  hrs.  from  Zer- 
matt ;  it  then  takes  2^  hrs.  fair  walk- 
ing to  reach  the  summit  of  the  pass, 
the  view  from  which  is  indeed  magni- 
ficent. The  return  to  Zermatt  may 
be  made  in  3}  hrs. 

From  the  hut  on  the  col  the  Brett- 
horn  may  be  ascended  in  about  3  hrs., 
the  descent  will  take  about  2  hrs. 
The  view  from  the  summit  is  nearly 
equal  to  that  from  Monte  Rosa. 

h,  Zermatt  to  the  Einfisch  Thai  (Rte. 
129).  There  are  2  glacier-passes  from 
Zermatt  to  the  Einfisch  Thai,  both 
difficult,  and  fit  only  for  well-trained 
mountaineers.  The  more  direct  of 
the  two  is  the  Tnft  Joch,  11,601  ft.  in 
height.  Very  dangerous  late  in  the 
season.  This  is  reached  by  ascending 
the  ravine  of  the  Trift,  which  opens 
close  to  the  village  of  Zermatt,  and 
then  traversing  the  Trift  Glacier,  close 
to  the  base  of  the  Tnfthom.  A  very 
steep  slope  of  ice  leads  up  to  the  pass, 
which  is  a  mere  gap  in  an  extremely 
sharp  ridge.  The  view  from  this 
point  in  both  directions  is  extremely 
striking,  and  well  worth  an  excursion 
from  Zermatt.  The  descent  towards 
the  Zinal  Glacier  down  a  formidably 
steep  precipice  of  rock  tries  the  steadi- 
ness of  both  travellers  and  guides. 
From  the  base  of  the  precipice  the 
descent  over  the  Zinal  Glacier  is  not 
difficult,  save  that  in  one  crevassed 
portion  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to 
take  to  the  rocks.  This  pass  might 
with  more  advantage  be  taken  from 
the  Zinal  side  than  from  Zermatt.  It 
is  a  day's  work  of  15  or  16  hrs.,  in- 
cluding the  ordinary  halts. 

A  longer,  but  for  the  most  part  less 
difficalt,  pass  was  effected  by  Mr.  W. 
Mathews  in  1859,  and  by  Mr.  Tuckett 
in  1860,  by  the  Col  de  la  Dent  Blanche , 
at  the  extreme  S.  end  of  the  Zinal 
Glacier.  The  most  serious  difficulty 
arises  fi-om  a  great  hergschrimd  running 
across  the  upper  part  of  the  Zinal 
Glacier.  In  the  latter  part  of  the 
season  this  becomes  a  very  serious 
obstacle.  On  reaching  the  summit 
from  the  Zinal  side,  one  of  the  most 
itriking  views  in  the  Alps  is  suddenly 


Presented.  The  peak  of  the  Matte^ 
om  in  all  its  grandeur  is  seen  exactly 
opposite,  rising  to  the  height  of  very 
nearly  15,000  ft.,  while  the  spectator 
is  himself  upon  a  terrace  aboot 
11,400  ft.  above  the  sea.  The  Zmstt 
Glacier,  filling  the  valley  between,  is 
reached  by  a  steep  descent,  for  tb» 
most  part  over  the  slopes  of  the  B^ 
horn.  At  least  15  hrs.  should  be 
allowed  for  this  expedition. 

The  great  interest  of  the  last- 
mentionea  pass  arises  from  the  won- 
derfal  view  of  the  Matterhom.  It  is 
possible  in  a  single  day  to  combine 
the  most  interesting  portions  of  botk 
expeditions,  and  return  to  Zermatt  in 
the  evening.  For  this  purpose  the 
traveller  shonld  first  ascend  to  the 
top  of  the  Trift  Pass,  and  then,  re- 
turning to  the  foot  of  the  Tnft 
Glacier,  ascend  the  shoulder  of  tbe 
Gabelhorn,  until  a  point  is  gvn«d 
nearly  opposite  the  Matterhom,  tlie 
View  of  which  can  scarcely  be  sur- 
passed  by  that  from  the  Col  de  1& 
Dent  Blanche.  From  thence  it  is 
possible  to  descend  the  very  Ete«p 
southern  slopes  of  the  Gabelhom. 
near  to  the  lower  end  of  the  Zmott 
Glacier ;  but  as  this  is  a  matter  of 
considerable  difficulty,  it  shonld  not 
be  attempted  unless  there  be  time  ia 
case  of  failure  to  efiect  a  retreat  It 
may  be  practicable  io  effect  a  passive 
between  the  peaks  of  the  Upper  aad 
Lower  Gabefhorn,  and  so  reach  the 
foot  of  the  Zmutt  Glacier,  but  thb 
has  probably  not  yet  been  attempted, 
t.  Less  difficult  than  the  last-mec- 
tioned  excursions  is  the  ascent  of  tii« 
Mettelhom  on  the  N.  side  of  the  Trift 
ravine.  The  ascent  is  best  made  bj 
following  a  narrow  track,  at  firft 
nearly  due  N.  from  Zermatt,  tbes 
mounting  by  xigzags  and  bearing  to 
the  1.  till  the  Trift  glacier  comes  uito 
view.  From  thence  a  direct  ascect. 
partly  over  snow,  and  very  steep 
towards  the  top,  leads  to  the  Summit, 
11,190  ft.,  4  hrs.  from  Zermatt.  Tiw 
view  is  one  of  the  most  magnificent  of 
ice  scenes.  It  is  a  panorama  of  icc 
and  snow,  fkr  superior  to  that  fixw 
any  other  known  mountain,  eqoallT 
accessible.     The  gigantic  iee^difi  » 
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the  WeUshom  are  fall  in  faoe  to  the 
W.,  the  great  Alpine  range  is  on  the 
S^  the  &a8  Grat  on  the  K,  and  the 
Oberland  Mountains  grandly  close  the 
Zermatt  yalley  to  the  N.  All  the 
monntains  seem  to  torn  their  most  pre- 
cipitous sides  to  the  observer  from  this 
remarkable  point.  The  climb  is  within 
the  powers  of  a  moderate  pedestrian 
who  has  a  good  guide. 

j.  The  passage  from  the  Valley  of 
Saas  to  Zermatt  has  been  effected  at 
3  different  points  in  the  ridge  of  the 
Saas  Grat    The  most  interesting,  but 
also  the  highest  and  most  difficult  of 
these,  is  the  Adler  Pass,  discoTcred  in 
1848  by  M.  Imseng,  the  well-known 
and    much -respected    curd   of  Saas. 
Starting  from  Zermatt  or  the  Riffel- 
berg,  the  track  lies  along  and  upon 
the  Fmdekn  Glacier^  tending  ultimately 
towards   the    extreme    N.E.  comer, 
-where  it  abuts  on  the  ridge  connecting 
the   Rympfishhom   with   the  Strahl- 
hom.  The  upper  part  is  an  extremely- 
steep  slope,  partly  ice  and  partly  rock, 
where  it  is  usually  necessary  to  cut 
steps  in  the  ice.    From  the  summit 
the  view  is  magnificent,  and  the  de- 
scent to  the  inn  at  the  Mattmark  See 
is  not  difficult.    If  too  much  time  has 
not  been  consumed  on  the  way,  it  is 
quite  possible  to  reach  the  summit  of 
the  StrahUwmt  which  rises  to  the  S.E. 
of  the  pass  to  a  height  of  13,750  ft 
There  is  probably  no  one  of  the  higher 
peaks  of  the  Alps  so  well  situated  for 
a   panoramic  view ;  and  the  ascent, 
irhich  may  be    accomplished  in  an 
hoar  from  the  summit  of  the  Adler 
Pass,   itself  12,461   ft.  in  height  is 
strongly  recommended  to  adventurous 
alpine  travellers. 

The  second  pass,  the  AUcUem  Pass, 
IS  approached  from  the  village  of 
Tasch  by  the  Tctsch  Glacier.  It  does 
not  present  any  serious  difficulty  to 
practised  mountaineers.  The  descent 
on  the  K  side  leads  to  the  inn  at  the 
Mattmark  See. 

A  more  direct  pass  from  Tasch  to 
Saas,  Instead  of  crossing  on  the  S. 
side  of  the  Allaleinhom  to  the  Alia- 
lein  Glacier,  passes  on  the  N.W.  side 
of  that  peak  to  the  upper  slopes  of  the 
F^e    Glacier.     This  pass   has   been 


lately  made  known  by  the  Rev.  L. 
Stephen.  The  ascent  of  the  Allalem- 
horn  (13,235  ft.),  first  accomplished 
in  1856  by  Mr.  Ames,  may  be  com- 
bined  with  either  of  the  last-mentioned 
passes. 

k,  A  difficult  pass,  called  the  Schwarz 
ITior,  across  the  ridge  of  Monte  Rosa, 
between  the  Breithom  and  the  western 
of  the  Twins  {ZwiUinge),  and  leading 
from  the  Riffelberg  to  the  head  of  the 
valley  of  Ayas,  is  described  in  '  Peaks, 
Passes,  and  Glaciers.'  Another,  still 
higher,  pass  over  the  same  ran^,  be* 
tween  the  Lyskamm  and  the  highest 
peaks  of  Monte  Rosa,  leading  direct  to 
Gressonay,  was  effected  in  1859.  The 
height  of  this  pass  probably  exceeds 
13,500  ft. 

/.  The  pass  of  the  Col  if  Erin  is  de- 
scribed in  Rte.  132.  The  summit^  of 
the  pass,  and  the  Tit«  Blanche  which 
rises  900  ft  above  it  may  be  reached 
in  a  long  day's  excursion,  returning  to 
Zermatt  in  the  evening. 

The  foregoing  list  may  give  some 
notion  of  the  vast  variety  of  interest- 
ing expeditions  that  may  be  made 
from  Zermatt  or  the  Riffelberg.    The 

freat  majoritjr  of  these  involve  a  good 
eal  of  exertion,  and  many  of  Uiem 
are  fit  only  for  thoroughly-trained 
mountaineers.  It  is,  however,  an 
error  to  suppose  that  those  who  have 
not  the  strength  or  activity  to  nnder- 
take  difficult  excursions  may  not  find 
in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Zermatt  and  the  hotel  on  the  Riffel- 
berg, a  vast  variety  of  new  combina- 
tions, including  some  of  the  grandest 
and  most  striking  natural  objects  in 
the  world.  To  such  persons  the  chief 
obstacle  is  the  distance  to  be  travelled 
between  Visp  and  Zermatt ;  but,  since 
tolerably  good  accommodation  is  pro- 
vided at  St.  Nicholas,  the  journey  has 
been  put  within  the  reac^  even  of 
delicate  ladies. 
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ROUTE  128. 

ZERMATT  TO  CHATILLON,  BY  THE  OOL  DE 
ST.  TUEODULE  (OR  MATTERJOCK)  AND 
VALTOURNANCHE;  OR  TO  GRESSONAY, 
BY  THE  CIME8  BLANCHES. 

This  is  the  easiest  of  the  high  glacier 
passes  of  the  Alps,  and  on  that  accoant 
the  most  frequented.    When  the  snow 
is  very  firm  mules  or  horses  can  be 
taken  across,  and  so  long  as  the  right 
direction  is  followed  on  the  glacier 
there  is  no  risk  of  any  kind.    So  one 
should,  however,  attempt  to  pass  it 
alone.    In  the  very  common  case  of 
clouds  resting  on  the  summit,  it  is 
verv  easy  to  miss  the  way,  and  fatal 
accidents    have    occurred    from    the 
neglect  of  the  rope,  which  on  this,  as 
on  every  glacier  pass  where  the  ice  is 
coated  with  snow,  ought  to  be  used, 
at  'least   during   bad    weather    and 
when  the  clouds  lie  low,  not  from  any 
immediate  apprehension  of  danser,  but 
because  it  is  the  proper  way  of  avert- 
ing the  possibility  of  it.    The  time 
requisite  varies  according  to  the  state 
of  the  snow.    An  ordinary  pedestrian 
anay  reach  the  summit  in  4^  hrs.  from 
Zermatt,  Breuil  in  Si^  hrs.  more,  Val 
Tournanche  in  2  hrs.,  and  Ch&tillon 
in  3|  hrs.  from  Val  Tournanche.    An 
active  pedestrian  may  reduce  the  time 
fh)m  12|  to  about  10^  hrs.  exclusive 
of  halts. 

At  least  800  travellers,  many  of  them 
ladies,  cross  in  a  year.   The  usual  plan 
for  ladies,  is  to  t^e  a  mule  from  Zer- 
matt for  2  hrs.  (10  fr.),  or  3  hrs.  ( 1 5  fr.), 
which  last  brings  them  to  the  foot  of 
the  glacier.    Mules  can  sometimes  be 
taken  across,  but  it  is  usual  and  better 
to  walk  over  the  glacier.   1^  hr.  up  to 
the  Colt  and  U  hr.  down  to  the  foot  of 
the  Fourneaux,  If  hr.  short  of  Breuil, 
where  mules  can  often  be  found  in  the 
season;  or,  if  thought   necessary,  a 
guide  may  be  sent  on  to  order  a  mule 
from  Breuil  (6  fp.).  The  guides  charge 
15  f^.  to  Breuil  or  Val  Tournanche, 
20  fr.  to  Ch&tillon,  and  expect  1  or 
2  fr.  bonuemain. 


By    starting    ft'om  the   Biffelbeig 

the  ascent  is  shortened  by  half  an 

hour,  and  this  way  is  much  the  more 

interesting  to  pedestrians,  because  it 

leads  right  across  the  broad  fields  of 

the  Gomer  Glacier  at  a  level  where 

the  ice    has   no   concealed  dangers, 

but  mules  can  never  be  used.     In 

crossing  from,  the  Italian  side,  the 

ascent  to    the   Riffelberg   will   take 

rather  more  time  than  the    descent 

to    Zermatt.     The  path  on   leaving 

Zermatt  takes  the   1.    bank   of  the 

stream,  and  in  about  1 5  min.  crosses 

the  torrent  fh>m  the  Zmutt  glacier; 

it    then    winds    amongst    meadows 

and  ch&lets  towards  the  W.  ude  of 

the  Gomer  glacier,  and  in  45  mio 

from  Zermatt  begins  to  ascend  the 

woods  and  pastures  on  the  W.  side  of 

the  Gomer  Glacier.  The  torrent  froB 

the  Furgge  glacier,  descending  in  a 

deep  rift,  is  crossed,  and  after  this  the 

path  becomes  very  steep.     2    hoon 

from  Zermatt  the  pastures   are  Itft, 

and  the  course  becomes  bad  for  mul««, 

lying  over  rocks  and  loose  schist,  with 

no  definite  path,  till  in  1  hr.  the  glacier 

is  reached.    The  clacier  is  steep  bot 

singularly    smooth    and    free   frtm 

crevasses.   After  about  i  hr.  of  glacier 

the  rocks  are  taken  for  15  min.,  tod 

then  an  ascent  of  }  hr.  again  over  the 

glacier  leads  to  the  Col.     Here  cbr 

is  essential.    There  are  always  a  fev 

crevasses  covered  over,  and   highly 

dangerous  to    a  straggler   whenevrr 

snow  has  fallen  freshly. 

The  summit  of  the  pass  of  S:. 
TfMtule  is  10,899  Eng.  ft  above  tbe 
level  of  the  sea.  The  scene  imioe- 
diately  around  is  one  continnocs 
ice-field.  Then,  the  eye  wanders  OT«r 
a  vast  intervening  country  to  the 
Bernese  Alps,  sweeps  round  by  tbe 
Breithora  and  Monte  Hosa,  looks  dovi 
upon  a  thousand  peaks  towards  Pied- 
mont, and  rests  upon  that  wonder  d 
the  Alps,  the  Gervin  or  Matterhon. 
in  immediate  proximity. 

On  the  actual  crest  of  the  Col  there 
is  some  bare  rock,  and  a  little  sps^e 
so  exposed  that  the  snow  cannot  re^s 
upon  it.  Here  Saussure  remaioed  ^ 
days,  with  his  son  and  attendaou 
engaged  in  experiments  at  this  e^ 
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vation.  Traces  of  the  mde  cabins 
in  which  they  sheltered  still  exist,  and 
also  of  a  redoubt  thrown  up  3  cen- 
turies ago  by  the  Valaisans,  and 
known  by  the  name  of  Fort  St.  Th^ 
dule:  displayed  to  mark  the  Swiss 
frontier  along  the  crest  of  the  Alps. 

A  hut  was  erected  on  this  Cfol  in 
1854,  where  bread,  cheese,  and  hot 
wine  may  be  obtained  during  the 
summer.  This  is  the  highest  habita- 
tion in  Europe.  A  larger  structure 
was  commenced,  but  was  blown  down 
while  still  incomplete. 

From  the  summit  the  descent  to- 
wards the  Val  d'Aosta  lies  over  the 
§  lacier  for  40  min. ;  then  a  steeep 
escent  down  rocks  and  loose  rubbish 
called  the  Foumeaux  for  45  min.  At 
the  foot  of  this,  or  even  at  the  foot  of 
the  glacier,  mules  left  by  travellers  on 
the  ascent  may  often  be  found  waiting 
during  the  season.  1^  hr.  over  pas- 
tures then  brings  you  to  the  very 
comfortable 

Inn :  H.  du  Mt.  Cervin,  at  Goemen, 
near  Breuii,  3  hrs.  from  St.  Th^odule 
Pass,  situated  on  an  eminence  over- 
looking tbe  little  plain  of  Breuii, 
and  in  the  midst  of  very  grand 
scenery,  being  surrounded  on  3  sides 
by  the  most  tremendous  precipices, 
by  snowy  peaks  and  huge  glaciers ; 
over-heaid  towers  Mont  Cervin,  to 
the  £.  the  Breithomy  and  on  the  S. 
are  seen  the  singular  rocks  called 
Chateau  des  Dames,  Prom  Breuii  the 
ascent  of  the  Breithom  may  be  made 
more  conveniently  than  from  Zermatt, 
as  well  as  many  other  excursions 
amongst  the  rodcs  and  glaciers.  Mules 
and  side-saddles  are  to  be  found  at 
Breuii.  There  is  no  occasion  for  a 
guide  below  Breuii.  Descending  to 
the  little  plain  and  following  the  1. 
bank  of  the  stream,  an  extraordinary 
scene  of  devastation  and  desolation 
is  crossed,  then  another  little  plain 
followed  b^  another  waste,  and  then 
another  plam  with  the  chalets  of  Aouet. 
The  path  then  enters  a  ravine  and 
follows  a  narrow  ledge  amongst  mag- 
nificent scenery  to  the  little  chapel  of 
N.  D.  de  la  Garde  (1  hr.  15  min.  from 
Brenil);  near  this  the  torrent  below 
makes  1  or  2  fine  waterfalls,  and  the 


view  looking  back  on  Mont  Cervin  is 
very  fine.  A  short  and  steep  descent 
follows,  and  then  the  torrent  is  crossed 
to  the  rt  bank.  30  min.  forther  the 
path  again  crosses  to  the  1.  bank,  and 
a  short  ascent  leads  to 

Vol  Townumche  (^Ina :  H.  du  Monte 
Rose,  homely  but  clean),  a  village 
finely  situated  on  an  eminence  com- 
manding a  magnificent  view  down  the 
valley,  terminating  with  the  snowy 
mass  of  the  Orand  Paradis* 

A  steep  set  of  zigzags  leads  down  to 
the  bridge,  which  tokes  the  path  to  the 
rt  bank. 

The  whole  of  the  scenery  below 
Val  Touruanche  is  most  magni6cent. 
The  valley  is  green  and  usually 
shaded  with  noble  chestnuts  and 
walnut  t^ees ;  below  foams  the  torrent, 
above  on  each  side  are  tremendous 
rocks  and  precipices,  and  the  Mont 
Cervin  is  frequently  in  view.  About 
an  hour  below  Val  Toumanche  some 
extraordinary'  remains  of  a  Boman 
Aqueduct  may  be  seen  high  up  on.the 
face  of  the  rock,  on  the  rt.,  and  they  are 
continued  at  intervals  for  several  miles. 
The  finest  portion  consists  of  several 
arches  very  perfect,  in  front  of  a  nearly 
perpendicular  cliff  several  hundred 
feet  above  the  valley,  nearly  opposite 
the  village  of  Antey,  hanging  like  a 
picture  against  the  rock.  The  road 
continues  on  the  rt.  bank  for  nearly 
2  hrs.,  then  crosses  for  about  10  min., 
and  returns  to  the  rt.  bank  for  the 
rest  of  the  way  to  ChAtillon.  The 
mule-track  for  the  last  2  m.  rises 
high  above  the  stream,  but  pedestrians 
can  find  paths  close  to  the  stream  and 
through  green  and  shady  meadows  till 
close  to  Ch&tillon.  This  part  of  the 
valley  is  fearfully  hot  in  summer,  and 
should  be  passed  early  in  the  morning 
or  late  in  the  evening. 

Cfidtilhn  (See  Rte.  1 34.).  Tuns  better 
at  St.  Vincent,  lower  down. 


Bmte  Beversed, — Guides,  horses,  and 
side-saddles  will  be  found  at  Ch&tillon, 
at  Val  Toumanche,  and  at  Breuii :  the 
guides  ask  20  fr.  to  Zermatt,  with  1 
or  2  fr.  bonnemain.  No  guide  is 
wanted   up  to  Breuii;   beyond  that 
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place  no  one  shonld  attempt  the 
Col  without  one.  Antoine  Pession 
of  Val  Toumanche  is  a  good  guide. 
Mule  from  Ch&tillon  to  Breuil  10  fr., 
Breail  to  the  glacier  5  or  6  fr.  A 
short  distance  outside  Ch&tillon  a  foot- 
path to  the  rt.  goes  along  the  stream 
through  shaded  meadows  and  joins  the 
mule-path  about  2  m.  farther  on.  It 
takes  4  hrs.  moderate  walking  to  reach 
Yal  Toumanche,  and  about  2^  hrs.  to 
go  from  thence  to  Breuil.  3  hrs. 
are  quite  sufficient  for  the  ascent  to 
the  Ooly  unless  there  be  much  fresh 
snow ;  and  3^  hrs.  or  less  will  take 
the  traveller  from  the  summit  to  Zer- 
matt  or  to  the  Riffelberg. 

To  reach  the  valley  of  Ayas  from 
Zermatt  by  the  Col  de  St.  Theodule 
involves  a  much  longer  passage  over 
glacier  than  in  the  ordinary  route  to 
Yal  Toumanche,  but  presents  no 
difficulty  unless  after  fresh  snow, 
when  it  may  be  very  fatig^iing. 

A  little  below  the  Col  of  St  Theo- 
dule, on  the  Italian  side,  the  course 
turns  off  to  the  I.  and  descends  over 
a  plateau  of  snow  to  the  chain  of  the 
Ctmes  Blanches  (1^  hr.),  whence 
traversing  the  Aventina  Glacier  the 
ch&lets  of  A  vent  ina  ( I  ^  hr. )  are  reached, 
and  in  2  hrs.  more  St.  Giacomo 
d'Ayas.  The  Val  d'Ayas  may  be  de- 
scended to  Brussone  (Ute.  125),  or 
the  Betta  Furca  may  be  crossed  to 
Gressonay.  The  accommodation  at 
Aventina  or  at  St.  Giacomo  is  but  of 
the  poorest  kind,  but  it  is  necessary 
to  sleep  at  either  place  unless  the 
traveller  is  able  to  push  on  to  Gresso- 
nay, a  very  long  day's  rcalk, 

[There  is  a  pass,  called  the  Col  de 
Portola,  from  Antey  in  the  Val  Tour- 
nanche  to  Brussone  in  the  Val  Chal- 
lant,  respecting  which  the  Editor  has 
received  no  information.] 


ROUTE  129. 

8T.  NICHOLAS  TO  KIERBE  OR  SUSTEIC,  OS 
THE  STMPLON%  UT  THE  AUGSTBORD 
I'AfiS  TO  QRUBEN  IN  TUBTMAN  THAL, 
AND  BY  z'MEIDEN  PASS  TO  ST.  LUC  15 
VAL  D'aNNIVIERS.  [aRCENT  OF  DELIA 
TOLA.3 

St.  Nicholas  Mnt. 

Jung  Chapel .     .     .     .    1| 
AugRtbord  Pass   ...     24 

Gruben 3 

MeidenPaas   .     .     .     .     2i 
St.  Luc 3i 

This  district  was  until  lately  seldon 
visited.  Now  that  inns  have  beea 
built  at  Gruben  (Zmeiden)  in  the  Tort- 
man  Thai ;  at  St,  Luc,  and  also  at 
Ztno/,  in  the  Einfisch  Thai  (Val  d'Aa- 
oiviers) ;  and  at  *£coiena,  in  the  Vil 
d*Herens  (d'Erin,  or  Eringer  Thai); 
these  valleys  will  probably  be  as  mach 
viaited  as  any  part  of  the  Alps,  the 
scenery  being  unsurpassed. 

A  steep  bridle-path  along  the  nearly 
precipitous  rocks  that  rise  on  the  W. 
side  of  the  village  of  St  Niklaoft 
leads  to  the  ch&lets  and  chapel  of 
Jung,  commanding  a  very  fine  view  of 
the  Saas  Grat  and  Monte  Rosa.  Hence 
the  old  footway  diverged  over  the 
Jung  Joch.  The  present  bridle-path 
over  a  different  col  is  in  every  way 
preferable.  1  hr.  further  the  crest  of 
the  valley  is  reached.  Here  a  pile  of 
stones  (or  "  stein-mann '*)  marks  a 
magnificent  view-point,  inclading  the 
Saas  Grat,  Aletsch  Glacier,  Weisshoni, 
and  fiionte  Ro^a.  From  thence  the  wild 
and  rather  dreary  glen  of  the  Aos- 
borthal  leads  to  the  summit  (?  8000  fL) 
of  the  ridge,  which,  descending  from 
the  WeiRshorn,  separates  the  valley 
of  S.  Niklaus  from  the  Turtman  ThaL 
[The  Zeyntcn  (or  Preizehnten)  Horn 
U0,52l  ft.)  may  be  hence  asceuded 
rt.  in  1  hr.  by  a  rough  footpath  pra^- 
ticable  for  ladies.  It  is  a  fint-dass 
view.  The  panorama  is  anbrokeii. 
except  where  the  neighboaring  Weifl- 
hom  shuts  out  the  Matterhom:  the 
Aletsch  Glacier  is  seen  from  top  to 
bottom.    The  Oberland  is  fnlly  de- 
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fined  from  the  Diablerets  to  the 
Oldenhorn.  There  is  some  confusion 
of  names  between  this  mountain  and 
the  Lower  Schwarzhorn  (9593  ft.). 
The  Zeyntenhom  lies  £.  of  Gruben 
^by  compass);  the  Schwarzhorn  is 
N.E.]  A  long  descent  down  a  dreary 
▼alley  leads  to  the  chftlets  of  the 
Gmben  Alp.  Here  the  pathway  be- 
comes good.    Thence  to 

Gruben  (by  the  hamlet  of  Mdden  or 
Zmeiden).  {Inn:  Weisshom,  £iir,  bat 
dear,  charmingly  placed  in  a  green 
meadow  on  the  banks  of  the  stream, 
with  rocky  knolls  cropping  out  of  the 
turf.)  Guides  and  mules.  Gruben 
is  6  hrs.  from  St.  Niklaus.  [The 
Brunnegghom,  one  of  the  peaks  of  the 
Weisshom  ,  impending  over  St  Nik- 
laasy  was  ascended  in  1853  by  M.  Tan- 
tignoni,  the  cur^  of  that  village,  with 
hia  carate.] 

The  Tttrtman  Thai  is  a  wild  valley 
about  15  m.  in  length,  from  the  point 
where  its  stream  falls  into  the  Rhone 
at  Tourtemagne  {Inn:  *Po6te)  (Kte. 
59),  to  the  great  glacier  on  the  N. 
side  of  the  Weisshom,  whence  it 
takes  its  rise.  Though,  in  addition 
to  numerous  ch&lets  which  are  perched 
by  the  upper  pastures  above  the  valley, 
it  contains  several  hamlets,  these  con- 
sist exclusively  of  m'lyens,  which  are 
inhabited  for  a  few  weeks  only  in  the 
spring  and  autumn.  A  magnificent 
forest  formerly  occupied  the  lower 
part  of  the  valley.  It  has  lately  fallen 
to  the  axe,  and  its  remains  are  un- 
sightly. The  timber  is  partly  floated, 
and  partly  taken  by  slides,  down  to 
Turtman,  where  it  is  sawn.  The 
summer  inhabitants  of  the  Turtman 
Thai  come  from  the  German  portion 
of  the  Valais ;  those  of  the  Yal  d'An- 
niviers  and  Val  d'Herens  are  French- 
speaking  people  of  Latin  origin,  and 
are  superior  in  point  of  appearance. 
These  three  valleys  are  free  from 
cretinism. 

Gruben  to  7\irtmfm  (Tourtemagne), 
on  the  Simplon  Road  {Inn:  Poste) 
(Rte.  59;,  is  a  bridle-path  of  S|  hrs. 
The  road  does  not  pass  in  sight  of  the 
water&U  behind  that  village. 

litrtnum  Olader,    The  valley  may 


easily  be  ascended  to  its  head,  3}  m. 
from  Gruben,  and  a  visit  made  to  this 
magnificent  glacier.  Mules  can  be 
taken  past  Zerbitzen^  more  than  half 
way. 


From  the  Turtman  Thai  to  the  Vald^An^ 
niviera  {Einfitch  Thai)  hy  the  Meiden 
Pose, 

There  are  two  bridle-passes  fh>m 
the  head  of  the  Turtman  Thai  into 
the  Einfisch  Thai,  called  respectively 
(a)  the  Meiden — the  easier  (only  5 
hrs.),  (6)  the  Pas  de  limuf  (7  hrs.), 
with  the  advantage  of  permitting  the 
ascent  of  the  Bella  Tola  by  the  way. 
A  foot-path  more  southerly  than  either 
of  these  is  the  Pas  de  la  Forcletta 
leading  to  Ayer.  By  this  route  an 
active  pedestrian  might  probably 
reach  Zinal  in  one  long  day  from  St. 
Niklaus. 

a,  Meiden  Pass.  Crossing  the  stream 
which  descends  from  the  great  glacier 
of  Turtman,  now  full  in  sight,  an  ill- 
defined  path  ascends  the  steep  side  of 
the  valley  opposite  to  Meiden.  Keep- 
ing to  the  1.  towards  the  upper  part, 
it  leads  to  a  number  of  very  poor 
ch&lets  perched  on  the  brow  of  the 
mountain,  overlooking  the  Turtman 
valley,  and  commanding  a  magnificent 
view  of  the  Weisshom,  with  its  at- 
tendant glaciers.  From  this  point  to 
the  top  of  the  pass,  which  lies  imme- 
diately to  the  rt.  of  some  steep  pin- 
narles  of  quartz  rock,  there  is  no  well- 
defined  track ;  the  upper  part  of  the 
way  is  very  steep.  The  scene  which 
presents  itself  on  the  south  side  of  the 
path  descending  towards  Luc  is  very 
wild  and  striking,  having  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  gigantic  ruin,  caused 
b^  the  falling  down  of  some  of  the 
pinnacles  of  quartz  rock  which  form 
the  main  ridge.  At  length  a  point  is 
attained  which  overlooks  the  Einfisch 
Thai,  or  Val  d'  Anniviers^  one  of  the 
least  known,  most  interesting,  and 
most  beautiful  valleys  in  the  Alps. 
From  this  point  there  is  a  good  path 
to  the  village  of 

St.  Luc  {Inn:  H.  de  la  Bella  Tola, 
good,  civil  landlord,  who  is  also  an 
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experienced  guide),  which  is  perched 
upon  the  steep  E.  slope  of  the  valley, 
about  2000  ft.,  or  1 J  hr.,  above  Vis- 
soye.  From  the  village,  which  has 
been  twice  burned  down  since  1840, 
there  is  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
head  of  the  valley,  with  the  (here) 
chisel-shaped  head  of  the  Matterhom, 
locally  called  Grande  Couronne,  tow- 
ering over  the  Col  de  la  Dent  Blanche 
(Rte.  127  h).  The  Fas  de  lioiuf  is 
somewhat  more  northerly. 

\  hr.  past  the  Col  is  a  path  that 
leads  up  to  the  *  Bella  Tola,  or  Bor- 
terhom  (9744  ft.)  (here  again  is  some 
confusion  of  names),  a  command- 
ing point  N.E.  of  St.  Luc,  whose 
summit  is  reached  from  thence  in  4^ 
hrs.  The  final  ascent  is  easy,  and 
occupies  1  hr.  on  foot.  The  view  is 
magnificent,  and  200  peaks  of  moun- 
tains are  visible.  Returning  to  the 
pathway  of  the  Fas  de  Bceuf,  the 
descent  to  St.  Luc  is  easy. 

The  easiest  way  of  entering  the 
Yal  d'Anniviers  is  from  Sierre  in  the 
Valais  (Rte.  59).  The  lower  part  of 
the  valley  is  a  narrow  defile  abounding 
in  striking  points  of  view.  A  new 
road  has  been  constructed,  easier, 
though  perhaps  less  picturesque  than 
the  old.  Three  tunnels  have  been 
bored  through  the  projecting  rocks. 
By  this  way  Vissoye  may  be  reached 
in  3  hrs.  from  Sierre. 

[There  is  another  bridle-path  of 
much  beauty  into  the  Yal  d'Anniviers 
from  'Susien,  on  the  Simplon  Road, 
leading  in  5  or  6  hrs.  by  the  Ill'See 
and  Chaudolin  to  St.  Luc.  The  Ill- 
see  is  7710  ft. ;  the  col  some  hundred 
feet  higher.  By  making  J  hr.  detour, 
a  crest  overlooking  the  precipice  N.  of 
the  Illhorn  may  be  visited.  It  is  locally 
called  the  * Eboulement  (or  Illgraben). 
Here  the  whole  side  of  a  mountain 
seems  to  have  given  way,  and  fallen 
as  a  vast  ruin  into  the  valley,  leaving 
a  V awning  gulf  surrounded  by  crum- 
bling and  treacherous  crags.  The 
Illhorn  (8937  ft.)  may  be  ascended ; 
but  the  view  is  not  equal  to  that  from 
either  the  Bella  Tola  or  the  Zeynten- 
horn.  The  descent  to  Susten  is  very 
fine,  passing  through  a  dense  forest 
of  old  pines,  with  peeps  to  the  1.  into 


the  Illgraben.  After  this  are  pastures 
and  chilets,  and  then  a  second  pine 
wood.] 

A  Scandinavian  origin  has  been 
attributed  to  the  population  of  this 
valley,  but  at  present  they  speak  a 
French  patois^  nearly  identical  with 
that  spoken  in  the  neighbouring  Yal 
d'Erin,  and  differing  bat  little  from 
that  of  the  Yal  d'Aosta.  They  ire 
more  simple  and  also  more  courteoos 
to  stransers  than  in  most  of  the  dis- 
tricts which  are  frequently  visited  by 
tourists.  Exposed  but  rarely  to  the 
contact  of  their  fellow  coantrymes, 
their  lives  are  passed  between  hard 
labour  and  the  offices  of  religion,  in 
both  of  which  they  are  most  diligent 

There  are  several  populous  villages 
in  the  valley,  of  which  the  chief  is 
Vissof/e,  but  there  is  no  inn.  There  is 
a  curious  old  castle,  with  its  dungeon. 
[Prom  a  point  called  Bee  de  ^isoK 
(11,000  ft.),  between  Yissoye  and  the 
Yal  d'Erin,  there  is  a  magnificent  view 
extending  from  the  Grand  Combin 
to  the  Cervin  and  the  Bernese  Alns.] 
2  m.  above  Yissoye,  and  1  m.  below 
the  hamlet  of  Cremenz,  the  valley 
divides  into  two  branches,  of  whicii 
the  western,  leading  to  the  passes  into 
the  Yal  d*Erin,  is  called  the  Vol  di 
Torrent,  while  the  eastern  branch 
contains  the  stream  descending  froo 
the  great  glacier  of  Zinal,  and  no  one 
who  is  favoured  by  fine  weather  should 
omit  to  go  as  far  as 

Zinal  (very  tolerable  little  Inn,  rough 
accommodation,  good  wine,  ciTil 
people),  the  last  hamlet  in  this  branch 
of  the  valley,  2}  hrs.  from  Yissoye, 
passing  Ayer,  near  which  cobalt  aittl 
nickel  are  found. 

Excursions. — ^To  the  ch&lets  of  At}-^ 
ietta,  which  command  a  magnificent 
view.  Seen  from  this  point,  the  W". 
side  of  the  Weisshorn  may  rank 
with  the  E.  side  of  Monte  Kosa 
and  the  S.  side  of  Mont  Blanc< 
among  the  grandest  scenes  in  the 
Alps.  Zinal  is  the  best  starting-point 
for  the  two  glacier  posses  leading  tt> 
Zermatt  described  in  Rte.  127^.  A 
good  guide  named  Yiepnin  lives  there. 
Travellers  from  Zinal  to  Evolensatty 
ride  to  the  chdlets  near  the  foot  of  Uk? 
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Glacier  de  Torrent  in  4}  hrs.  by  the 
Col  de  Sorrefjois  ^9259  ft.),  commanding 
a  magnificent  view.  Thence  Evolena 
may  be  reached  by  the  Col  de  Tor- 
rent in  5}  hrs.  more. 

In  croesing  the  Col  de  Sorrebois  from 
Zinal,  sharp  and  steep  zigzags  lead  up 
the  face  of  the  cliff  to  the  only  prac- 
ticable place.  Thence  the  path  winds 
I.  along  its  brow  to  extensive  cb&lets ; 
a  small  lake  is  skirted,  and  rough  up- 
land pastures  are  crossed.  The  Col 
lies  1.  of  the  Come  de  Sorrebois.  The 
view  comprises  the  Wei^shom,  stand- 
ing without  a  rival.  The  descent  is 
steep,  but  the  path  is  improved.  The 
glacier  stream  in  the  Yal  de  Torrent 
is  crossed  by  a  bridge,  and  the 
massive  Glacier  de  Moiry,  which 
feeds  it,  fills  the  head  of  the  valley. 
Hence  Cremenz  in  4  m.'  and  thence 
St  Luc  may  be  reached  by  turning 
down  the  valley  to  the  rt.,  or  the 
opposite  side  of  the  valley  may  be 
climbed  to  the  Col  de  Torrent. 

It  is  2}  hrs.  to  Cremenz,  thence 
H  up  the  Torrent  valley  to  the 
bridge,  where  the  route  over  the  Col 
de  Sorrebois  falls  in.  Then  ascend  by 
the  side  of  a  mountain  stream,  with 
grand  view  of  the  Moiry  glacier ;  a 
small  lake  is  left  on  the  1.  in  wild 
rock-strewn  scenery.  The  Col  de 
Torrent  (9590  ft.)  is  marked  by  a 
cross.  Here  is  an  extensive  view  of 
the  vast  snow-fields  to  the  S.,  and  of  a 
range  of  snow-mts.  from  the  Arolla 
to  the  Velan.  [The  Snssaneire  may 
be  easily  ascended.]  This  was  the 
scene  of  a  foul  murder  on  July  23, 
1863.  Herr  Quesnel,  an  Hanoverian 
lawyer  of  eminence,  was  the  victim. 
The  assassin  was  a  well-known  jiumvais 
svjet^  a  Swiss  Yalaisian,  who  bad  once 
served  in  the  Neapolitan  army,  and, 
having  latterly  escaped  from  an  im- 
prisonment for  forgery,  had  taken  to 
the  hills  to  avoid  capture.  Here  he 
was  communicated  with  by  his  brother. 
Hearing  that  Herr  Quesnel  was  about 
to  cross  the  pass  with  a  single  guide, 
he  bailt  a  screen  of  stones  by  the  side 
of  the  cross,  and  awaited  them  gun 
in  hand.  As  the  travellers  mounted 
the  zigzags  the  guide  caught  sight  of 
the  screen.     He  picked  up  a  bullet 


and  a  powder-flask  that   had  hta 
dropped,    and    expressed    some   dis- 
quietude.     However,  they  oontinaed 
to  climb   to  within  20   paces  of  the 
top,  when  the  assassin  began  to  fire. 
The  guide  fell  severely  wounded  it 
once.     Herr  Quesnel,  also  wounded, 
turned  and  ran  down  hill,  bat  ms 
pursued  and  overtaken  by  the  mo^ 
derer,    who    shot    him    dead.     Tbe 
murderer    then    remounted    to   tbe 
wounded  guide,  to  despatch  him,  bat 
was    turned    from    his    purpose  bj 
the  man's  entreaties.    He  even  boond 
up  his  wounds,  and  helped  him  orer 
the  col,  where  he  left  him.     Hcr 
some    shepherds    found    him    in  i 
miserable  state,  and  took  him  to  Cre 
menz.    The  murderer  was  ultiniatclT 
captured ;  but  while  being  transfernx 
to  Heme,  in  charge  of  2   <^d  gc£- 
darmes,  by  way  of  the  Simmentlial,  be 
made  a  sudden  dash  across  the  Sb- 
men,  a  little  below  Erlenbach,  a&d 
wholly  escaped.    The  murderer  a&d 
his  brother    were  the  only  persoss 
found  implicated  in  the  crime.    Tbc 
gendilrmes  were  imprisoned  for  thdr 
carelessness. 

St,  Luc  to  Evolena, 

The  main  stream  is  crossed  ia- 
mediately  below  Vissoye,  and  tb 
track  is  well  marked  for  some  distuci? 
beyond  the  hamlet  of  Cremens.  vhri 
it  becomes  less  distinct,  being  meiip^ 
in  cattle-tracks.  There  are  tkve 
passes  from  the  Yal  de  Torrent  ist  • 
the  Yal  d'Erin,  all  of  about  the  saBt 
height. 

(1)  The  Pasde  Torrent,  8  hrs.  distsi^ 
from  St.  Luc.  It  is  easily  passable  H 
travellers  on  horseback. 

(2)  Pas  de  Lona  (10  hrs.).     Creaes 
is  reached  in  2  hrs.  from  St.  Lac;  H^^ 
4  hrs.  to  the  Col  de  Lona  (8930  &•> 
between  the  Sassanibre  (10,690  f 
and  the  Bee  de  Bossons  (10,37<'}^- 
The  view  from  either  is  magnificei* 
the   former  is  more   easily  climSr-. 
from  the  side  of  the  (}ol  de  Torre  ^l 
2}  hrs.  down  from  the  Col  to  Eisn- 
and  thence  1^  up  the  valley  to  E^'- 
lena  (or  8  hrs,  down  the  valky  ^ 
Sion). 


PiecP'  ^  Savoy,        route  131. — aosta  to  evolena. 
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(3)  In  fine  weather  it  is  well  vorth 
while  to  choose  that  Dearest  to  the 
Glacier  de  Torrent,  calltrd  Col  de 
Briona,  on  account  of  the  Tiews  to  the 
southward  aud  westward,  which  mast 
be  magoificent.  This  coarse  would 
increase  the  length  of  the  day's  walk 
by  about  2  hrs. 

EvoUna  (very  good  Inn,  Dent 
Blanche),  a  spot  which,  from  the 
beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  neigh- 
boaring  scenery,  will  not  fail  to  attract 
man^  tourists  (see  Rte.  131).  At 
XJseigne,  about  3  hrs.  from  Evolena, 
are  some  remarkable  Earth  Pyramids, 
or  pirfnacles  of  gravel,  from  50  to 
200  ft.  in  height,  each  of  them  capped 
with  a  covering  of  tnrf  or  stone. 


ROUTE  131. 

AOSTA   TO  EVOLENA  AND  SION,  BY  THE 
VAXFELLINA  AND  OOL  DE  COLLON. 

An  extremely  interesting  expedi- 
tion over  a  high  and  difficult  pass. 
The  natives  of  Valpellina  are  shy  and 
inhospitable,  refusing  to  strangers  not 
only  the  shelter  of  their  houses,  but 
even  food  and  refreshment.  The  cure 
of  Biona  should  be  soueht  for  by  any 
one  seeking  shelter  in  the  middle  por- 
tion of  the  valley.  Valpellina  in  the 
upper  part  is  very  grano. 

The  way  follows  the  St  Bernard 
(Bte.  135)  for  a  short  distance;  then 
turning  downwards,  crosses  l^e  St. 
Remy  branch  of  the  river  Buttier, 
near  its  junction  with  the  Yalpellino 
branch,  a  verv  beautiful  spot,  and  pro- 
ceeds througn  rich  field.s  to  ihe  village 
of  Valpettine,  2^  hours.  Here  the  vtd- 
ley  narrows,  and  the  ascent  becomes 
rapid.  Passing  the  village  of  Oyace, 
picturesquely  situated  on  a  high  bar- 
rier of  rock  which  crosses  the  valley 
(1  hour  40  minutes),  vou  reach  in 
another  hour  Buma,  and  in  2^  hours 


more  the  chalets  of  Prerayen:  total 
from  Aosta,  7}  hours  of  rapid  ascent. 
Cultivation  extends  hi^h  up  the  val- 
ley, which  lies  exposed  to  the  after- 
noon sun,  and  is  very  hot.  There  is 
a  good  horse-road  to  Preraven,  where 
the  ch^ets  afford  somewhat  better 
quarters  than  most  of  those  in  Pied- 
mont. There  is  no  inn  anywhere  in 
the  Valpelline,  but  the  cure  of  Biona 
will  receive  travellers.  Be  cautious 
about  eng^aging  guides  in  this  valley. 
The  head  of  Sie  valley  is  bounded 
by  a  very  grand  chain  of  snowy 
mountains,  branching  from  the  main 
chain  at  the  Dent  d'Erin,  and 
separating"  the  Valpelline  and  Val 
Tournanche.  [From  a  little  below 
Preraven  there  is  a  pass  leading  to 
Yal  Tournanche  (Rte.  128)  in  about 
6  hrs.  The  ascent  is  very  steep  but 
not  dangerous,  and  the  views  very  fine. 
Another  pass  more  to  the  N.  is  said 
to  lead  to  Breuil.  From  Biona  there  is 
a  high  glacier  pass,  the  Col  de  Crete 
Seche,  leading  to  the  Val  de  Bagnes. 
!  On  the  S.  side  of  the  valley  from  below 
i  Prerayen  there  is  also  a  pass  leading 
by  the  Val  St.  Bartelemi  to  the  Val 
'  d' Aosta,  between  Aosta  and  Ch&tillon. 
,  See  Rte.  134.] 

I  In  ascending  to  the  Col  de  CoUon, 
I  the  way  lies  up  a  steep  lateral  valley, 
I  which  joins  the  main  stream  a  little 
;  below  Prerayen.  It  is  nearly  an 
hour's  walk  to  the  foot  of  the  g^eat 
moraine.  The  glacier  has  retreated 
from  it  a  good  half-mile  during  the 
last  thirty  years;  on  the  side  of  £2vo- 
lena,  on  the  contrary,  the  ice  has 
not  diminished.  There  are  two  prac- 
ticable routes  to  the  upper  plateau 
of  the  glacier;  one  over  rocks,  which 
Professor  Forbes  took  in  1842,  usually 
the  preferable  course,  the  other  follow- 
ing the  bottom  of  the  valley  to  the 
foot  of  the  glacier,  which  is  to  be 
mounted  by  climbing  steep  slopes  of 
frozen  snow,  not  without  dimcultv. 
These  being  surmounted,  a  broad  plam 
and  two  or  three  long  slopes  lead  to 
the  Col.  The  glacier  on  this  side  does 
not  seem  dangerous. 

"  The  height  of  the  Col,  by  Pro- 
fessor Forbes's  measurement^  is  10,333 
English  feet.    To  the  left  is  a  crest  of 
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rocks,  in  a  cleft  of  which  is  stuck  a 
small  iron  cross,  dated  1754.  A  hard 
varnish  of  rust  is  formed  on  it,  which 
seems  to  protect  the  metal  from  fur- 
ther decay.  The  view  from  the  Col  is 
very  grand.  No  distance,  however, 
is  visible;  nothing  but  spires  of  rock 
and  swells  of  snow. 

"  The  descent  towards  Evolena  is 
more  dangerous,  the  glacier,  which  on 
this  side  is  called  Arolla,  being  much 
more  extensive,  and  more  crevassed. 
Some  years  a^o  a  party  of  villagers 
from  Evolena  being  overtaken  by  the 
tourmente  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
glacier,  3  of  them  were  lost.  Pro- 
fessor Forbes  in  crossing  this  pass 
found  the  skeleton  of  one.  After 
descending  direct  from  the  Col  for 
some  distance,  it  is  necessary  to  keep 
to  the  rt  or  E.  side  of  the  glacier  and 
take  to  the  rocks,  in  order  to  avoid  a 
precipitous  ice-fall  which  is  quite  im- 
passaole.  The  descent  over  steep 
rocks  and  snow  requires  caution.  At 
the  foot  of  this  descent  you  return  to 
the  glacier,  here  free  from  snow,  and 
leaning  to  the  1.,  finally  leave  it  close 
to  its  foot.  In  a  favourable  state  of 
the  glacier  it  takes  4  hrs.  to  ascend 
from  Prerayen,  and  2^  hrs.  to  de- 
scend to  the  foot  of  the  glacier. 
The  valley  as  we  descend  is  close 
and  winding,  so  that  no  distant  views 
can  be  had;  but  it  is  of  the  grandest 
character. 

"  The  lofty  jacged  rid^e  to  the  east, 
which  divides  the  glacier  of  AroUa 
from  that  of  Ferpecle,  is  called  by 
Professor  Forbes  the  Dents  des  Bou- 
quetins.  [To  the  west,  another  very 
grand  glacier  descends  from  the  other 
side  of  the  Mont  Collon,  but  it  is 
doubted  whether  the  ridge  can  be 
crossed  which  divides  it  from  the  Cher- 
montane  glacier  at  the  head  of  the 
Val  de  Bagnes.l  There  is  a  chalet 
near  the  foot  of  tne  glacier,  where  it  is 
possible  to  pass  the  nig;ht.  From  the 
foot  of  the  glacier  to  Evolena  is  about 
4  hours  of  very  grand  and  beautiful 
scenery.  Total  from  Prerayen  to 
Evolena,  about  10 J  to  11  hrs. 

Evolena  {Inn:  HOtel  de  1^  Pent 
Planplje,  very  good), 


Many  interesting  excursions  may 
be  made  from  hence,  some  of  whick 
are  noticed  in  Rte.  129.  The  soeneir 
of  the  Vol  d^Erin,  or  Vtd  d'Her&u,  U 
very  beautiful;  but  until  the  new  inn 
was  opened  at  Evolena  no  decent 
lodging  was  to  be  found  in  the  valley. 
It  is  a  walk  of  6  hrs.  from  ETolena  to 
Sion,  fully  7  ascending  the  valley 
from  Sion.  2  hrs.  from  Evolena  is 
the  fine  waterfall  of  la  Villetta.  The 
traveller  may  here  choose  between 
a  path  on  the  rL  bank  of  Uk 
Borgne,  through  Trogne  1  hr.,  JHo^ 
1  hr.  35  min.,  Bramois  1  hr.  3&  min.. 
Sion  50  min.;  or  he  may  cross  tb*. 
torrent  and  follow  its  I.  bank  ti 
Uaeigne,  a  little  below  which  the  main 
stream  of  the  Borgne  is  joined  by  thr 
Dixence  flowing  from  the  Val  itUr- 
rtmenee,  a  wild  and  unfrequented  val- 
ley. [About  3  hrs.  above  Useii^ 
are  the  chalets  of  Miribi,  from  whence 
it  is  possible  to  return  to  Evolena  by 
the  Col  de  Maigne  in  6  hrs.  At  tbr 
head  of  the  Val  d*Her6aienoe  ii  a 
difficult  glacier  pass,  the  Col  du  Mo^ 
Rouge,  leading  to  the  head  of  the  Yal 
de  Bag^es.  That  pass  may  also  It 
reached,  by  crossing  the  intermediate 
ridge,  from  the  chuets  near  the  foot 
of  the  glacier  of  Arolla.]  From  tk" 
village  of  Heremenoe,  just  below  d' 
fork  of  the  valley,  it  is  a  walk  of  i| 
hrs.  to  Sion.    {»ee  Rte.  56.) 


ROUTE  132, 

EVOLENA  TO  ZERIUTT.      001.  I>*CBI> 

Time,  when  the  snow  is  in  gv<^ 
order,  12  hrs.,  excluding^  stoppage^- 
It  might  take  much  more.  It  woaA 
be  imprudent  to  allow  less  than  > 
hrs.,  mduding  necessary  halts.  I> 
is  possible  to  pass  the  night  at  the 
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chalets  of  Abricolla,  and  this  has 
hitherto  been  the  usual  practice 
among  the  few  mountaineers  who 
have  followed  the  footsteps  of  Pro- 
fessor Forbes  in  this  very  grand  but 
laborious  expedition.  It  is  a  ques- 
tion whether,  with  a  moonlight  night, 
it  would  not  be  better  to  start 'from 
the  comfortable  inn  at  Evolena  about 
2  A.M.,  halting  for  breakfast  at  the 
chalets,  where  milk  can  be  obtained. 

An  hour  above  Evolena  the  valley 
forks  into  two  branches;  the  one 
leading  to  the  glacier  of  Arolla  and 
Col  de  CoUon,  the  other  to  the  glacier 
of  Perp^cle  and  Col  d'Enn,  as 
Forbes  nas  called  it;  the  pass  being 
apparently  without  a  name  in  the 
country.  The  scenery  of  the  latter 
branch  is  even  finer  tnan  that  of  the 
former.  From  the  hamlet  of  Hand- 
ereSj  near  the  junction,  to  the  foot  of 
the  glacier,  there  is  a  rapid  ascent. 
The  termination  of  the  glacier  is  re- 
markably fine.  The  ice  is  pure,  and 
very  high,  ending  on  one  side  in  a 
vertical  section  cresting  a  precipice: 
on  the  other  sweeping  grandly  over 
it ;  and  the  effect  is  much  increased  by 
the  near  neighbourhood  of  finelarches. 

From  hence  a  rapid  ascent,  skirt- 
ing deep  precipices,  leads  to  the 
chalets  o^  Ahricolla,  distant  about  3 
hours  from  Evolena.  They  are  rude 
and  more  dirty  than  is  usual  in  Swit- 
zerland ;  and  the  traveller  who  means 
to  sleep  at  them  should  take  up  straw 
from  below.  The  view  from  these 
heights  is  extremely  fine. 

**  Started  from  Abricolla  at  half- 
past  four:  and  by  the  advice  of  one  of 
the  FuUoniers,  who  accompanied  us 
part  of  the  way,  we  kept  gpradually  as- 
een^ding  along  the  mountain  side,  in- 
stead  of  descending,  as  Forbes  had 
done,  to  the  glacier— a  depth  of  seve- 
ral himdred  feet  perpenaicular.  In 
about  an  hour  we  reached  the  elacier, 
which  was  then  a  dazzline  sneet  of 
snow,  hard  frozen,  and  inclined  at  an 
angle  which  rendered  great  caution 
necessary  in  traversing  it.  Less  than 
an  hour  brought  us  to  the  edge  of  a 
precipice,  opposite  to  a  bare  rock  in 
the  middle  of  the  ice,  called  Motta 
Rotta.    Here  the  sun  had  melted  out 


space  enough  just  to  form  a  narrow, 
slippery,  and  dangerous  path,  along 
which  we  proceeded  eastward,  shoul- 
dering the  ice  on  one  side,  and  with 
the  deep  precipice  on  the  other.  At 
the  end  of  it  we  dismissed  Fullonier, 
having  passed  the  difiiculties  on  this 
side  of  the  passage.  From  hence  to 
the  level  of  Motta  Rotta  is  a  succes- 
sion of  slopes,  free  from  danger,  and 
from  that  level  an  immense  undulating 
snow  plain  extends  to  the  Col,  which 
lies  to  the  right  of  a  slightly  elevated 
point,  called  by  Professor  Forbes  the 
Stockhom,  the  height  of  which  he 
makes  11,760  feet,  600  feet  higher 
than  the  Col  du  Gcant.  We  reached 
it  in  3  h.  20  m.  from  the  ch&lets  of 
Abricolla;  6^  hrs.  from  Evolena,  hav- 
ing gained  an  hour  on  Professor 
Forbes  by  the  new  route.  His  route 
lay  at  the  foot  of  the  precipice  alone 
the  top  of  which  we  had  passe£ 
(According  to  the  measurements 
executed  for  the  Swiss  Federal  map, 
the  height  of  the  Col  is  11,408  Eng. 
ft.,  or  352  ft.  less  than  that  given  by 
Professor  Forbes.  The  name  Stock- 
hom is  applied  by  Studer  to  the  rocks 
E.  of  the  Col  rising  in  the  midst  of 
the  Zmutt  Glacier.) 

•*  The  Col  is  formed  by  a  ridge  ex- 
tending from  the  Dent  Blanche  (which 
lies  between  the  valleys  of  Anniviers 
and  of  Zmutt)  to  the  main  chain  be- 
tween the  Dent  d*Erin  and  the  Mont 
CoUon.  It  thus  encloses  the  gpreat 
elacier  of  Zmutt,  which  it  separates 
firom  the  glacier  of  Ferpecle.  Pro- 
fessor Forbes  rates  the  view  above  any 
that  he  had  seen  in  the  higher  Alps, 
even  above  that  from  the  Col  du 
Geant.     The  spectator  is  centrally 

S laced  between  the  Cervin,  the  Dent 
'Erin,  and  the  Dent  Blanche,  with 
the  whole  chain  of  Monte  Rosa  in  full 
view.  To  these  is  to  be  added  the 
Strahlhom,  between  which  and  Monte 
Rosa  the  pass  of  the  Weissthor  is 
seen,  at  the  same,  or  a  higher,  level  on 
which  he  stands.  None  of  these  moun- 
tains is  less  than  14,000  feet  high. 

"There  are  two  possible  descents; 
one  down  the  face  of  the  cliff,  a  little 
W.  of  the  Stockhom,  which  Professor 
Forbes  tried  in  1842  ;  and  faQed  to 
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achieve,  owino;  to  a  precipice  of  some 
30  feet,  next  toe  ice,  which  could  not 
be  passed.  He  was  therefore  driven 
to  take  the  way  which  I  followed,  still 
further  to  the  W.,  which,  though  in- 
volving a  considerable  circuit,  I  should 
think  always  preferable,  unless  the 
glacier  below  were  in  a  very  danger- 
ous state.  The  descent  is  shorter, 
and  less  rapid,  and  the  rocks  are 
masked  by  slopes  of  snow,  which 
however  are  steep  enough  to  present 
dangers  of  their  own.  The  upper 
basin  of  the  Zmutt  elacier  bein?  thus 
reached,  a  black  blunt  point  m  the 
chain  of  rocks  which  holds  up  this 
upper  glacier  serves  for  landmark: 
but  as  the  ice  is  much  crevassed,  there 
is  many  a  circuit  to  be  made;  and 
the  passage  took  a  good  hour.  The 
next  descent  is  over  a  slope  of  rocks, 
ending,  within  100  ft.  of  the  bottom, 
in  a  precipice,  down  which  it  is  pos- 
sible to  descend  by  a  very  steep  cou- 
loir, when  the  glacier,  which  is  here 
considerably  inclined,  is  in  too  bad  a 
state  to  traverse  higher  up.  In  1843 
the  quantity  of  snow  rendered  it  pos- 
sible to  reach  and  traverse  t^e  lower 
glacier  to  the  W.  of  the  couloir;  and 
we  struck  across  in  the  direction  of 
Mont  Cervin,  and  reached  the  lateral 
moraine  at  12  h.  1 5  m.,  having  left  the 
Col  at  8  h.  30  UL  Another  hour  brought 
us  off  the  ice;  and  If  hour  more  to 

ZermaU(Rte,  127). 

In  1853  an  English  traveller  crossed 
this  pass  from  Zermatt  alone.  He 
did  so  without  accident,  though  it  was 
generally  believed  by  the  natives  that 
he  must  have  perished  in  the  attempt. 
Every  man  must  be  supposed  the  best 
iudgne  of  the  value  of  his  own  neck, 
out  it  should  be  generally  understood 
that  such  an  exploit  is  a  proof,  not  of 
courage,  but  of  ignorance  or  fool- 
hardiness.  No  amount  of  skill  or 
experience  can  secure  a  traveller 
against  the  common  accident  of  a 
snow-bridge  giving  way,against  which 
the  ro]^  afibnls  effectual  security,  but 
which  involves  all  but  certain  destruc- 
tion to  the  solitary  traveller. 


ROUTE  134. 

TtJRIN  TO  AOSTA  AND  OOUBMATEUS,  U 
IVBIf A.— BIELLA. — ^THE  VAL  D*A06TA. 
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The  journey  from  Courmayeur  t- 
Turin  may  be  made  in  1^  day,  sleep- 
ing at  Aosta,  or  in  1  very  long  day. 

!^aiV(cay5, constructed  by  English  en- 
gineers, from  Turin  to  Ivrea;  ands 
continuation  to  Aosta  and  even  atoi- 
nel  to  Manigny  have  been  talked  of. 

At  C/iivasso  Junct.  Stat.,  a  town  of 
some  8000  Inhab.,  the  main  line  from 
Turin  to  Novara  is  left,  and  a  brascb 
goes  to 

Caluso  Stat.  Omnibuses  to  ih* 
neighbouring  towns  meet  the  traios. 

|Trom  Caiuso  an  excursion  mar  t*' 
made  to  Biella  {Irms:  Corona,  best: 
Testa),  a  town  situated  on  the  Cerro. 
one  of  the  affluents  of  the  Sesia,  n^^* 
the  terminus  of  a  branch  Rly.  frog. 
Turin.  Population  about  9000.  It 
has    some   trifling   manufiustories  «'• 

Eaper,  common  woollen  goods,  aif^ 
ats.  Obs.  The  Ch.  of  St.  Seboiius- 
the  pillars  dividing  nave  from  aislt^ 
seem  to  be  Roman,  and  the  vauiteii 
roof  is  elegantly  painted. 

The  sanctuary  of  Notre  i>p' 
d^Oropa^  6  m.  distant,  by  a  steep  biU 
good  carriage-road,  is  an  object  ^ 
attraction,  which  brings  crowds  ^< 
pilgrims  to  offer  their  devotions  *>• 
an  image,  one  of  the  thousand  bbcl 
specimens  of  bad  carving,  wlixi 
under  the  name  of  Owr  Lad^^  »' 
worshipped  for  its   miracle-workiB: 

Sowers:  that  of  Oropa  is  said  to  bs^ 
een  carved  by  Saint  Luke,  vbc  ^ 
made  a  sculptor  as  well  as  a  painter- 
and  is  stated  to  have  been  broasbc  br 
St  Eusebius  from  Syria,  m  ftf- 
served  by  him  in  the  then  wild  sO" 
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desert  mountain  of  Oropa.    A  series 
of   steep    tourniquets    leads    to    the 
Chvrch  dedicated  to  the  Virgin^  which  is 
a  fine  structure  of  the  14th  and  15th 
centuries.      Painting    and  .  sculpture 
have  adorned  and  enriched  it;    and 
among    the    artists    employed     are 
found  the  names  of  Gaudenzio  Ferrari 
and  Luino.    At  the  angles,  in  the  zig- 
zag ascent  to  the  church,  there  are 
erected  more  than  twenty-four  chapels, 
dedicated  to  the  Yirein,  and  named 
after  some  event  in  her  life,  as,  the 
Chapel  or  Oratoiy  of  the  Annuncia- 
tion— of  the  Furincation — of  the  As- 
sumption, &C.,  or  to  some  Romish  saint. 
RaUwatf  from  Biella  to  Turin,  8+  kil. 
(51    miles).    It  joins   the  line  from 
No  vara  at  Santhih,  19  m.  distant,  and 
reaches  Turin  in  2  hrs.  50  min.  Biella 
is  in  the  Canavese,  a  district  devoted 
to  the  growing  of  hemp.l 

Vai  d'Aosta — Tvrea  io  Cburmayetir, — 
No  good  Inns  below  Aosta,  but  Bosa 
Rossa  and  Baths  of  St.  Vincent. 

Turea  {Inns :  H.  de  rEurope,  cuisine 
fair ;    many  complaints  of  bad  treat- 
ment   and    extortionate    charges  ; — 
liion  d'Or)  is  a  large  walled  town  at 
the    entrance    of  me    Val  d'Aosta. 
The    entrance  is  highly  pictnres(^ue, 
across  the  deep    bed  of  the   Doire, 
which  flows  immediately  below  the 
Porte  de   Turin,     It  contains   about 
8000  Inhab.    Here  large  markets  are 
held,  to  which  cheese  and  other  pas- 
toral produce  of  the  Alps  are  brought. 
It  is  also  a  depot  for  the  iron  which 
is    obtained  near  Cogne,   and   from 
other   mines  worked  in  the  valley. 
Here  also  some  co^^on-tcor^s  have  been 
established. 

Here  is  a  picturesque  and  interest- 
ing massive  old  Castle,  degraded  into 
a  prison,  and  disfigured  with  modern 
-windows,  &c.  The  battlements  and 
machicolations  of  two  of  its  towers 
reinaui-  These,  and  the  old  walls 
iVom    many  points  of  view,  furnish 

fooS,  materials  for  the  sketch-book 
*he  small  isolated  hills  scattered 
Uong*  the  sides  of  the  stream,  as  out- 
posts of  the  Alps,  and  often  crowned 
yy  some  crumb  of  a  wall  of  a  feudal 
rastle*  are  very  picturesque  seen  over 
^lie    thicket  of  rich  vegetation,  and 


backed  by  the  Alps.  This  town,  or 
city,  as  it  b  called  —  as  the  seat  of 
a  bishop  —  is  the  southern  gate  to 
the  Val  d'Aosta.  It  is  of  gpreat 
antiquity,  and  mentioued  by  many 
ancient  authors  under  the  name  of 
Eporedia.  Strabo  says  that  here  the 
unfortunate  Salassi,  made  prisoners 
by  Terentius  Varro,  when  these  brave 

Seople  of  the  Val  d'Aosta  were  sub- 
ned,  were  sold  as  slaves  by  public 
auction  to  the  number  of  36,000.  The 
Marquis  of  Ivrea  was  in  the  twiddle 
ages  a  powerful  potentate. 

The  rly.  ends  at  Ivrea,  but  there  is 
a  good  carriage-road  as  far  as  Cour- 
mayeur. 

Diligences,  very  slow  but  cheap,  to 
Aosta,  Pre  St.  Didier,  and  Cour- 
mayeur. 

The  Val  d'  Aosta  is  one  of  the  most 
beautiful  in  the  Alps,  and  well  merits 
exploring.  Yet  from  Ivrea  ( inclusive) 
to  Courmayeur  it  has  hardly  .one 
tolerable  Tnn,  excepting  Tairraz's  ex- 
cellent H.  de  Mt.  Blano  at  Aosta. 

On  leaving  Ivrea,  on  the  rt.  is 
a  vast  ridge  of  alluvium,  the  Monte 
Bolegno,  which  stretches  into  the 
plains.  The  road  ascends  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  Doire,  passes  below  the 
old  Castle  of  MontcUto,  well  preserved 
with  its  towers  and  battlements,  and 
picturesque  in  its  form,  and  continues 
through  the  rich  broad  valley  of  the 
Doire — ^broad  enough  to  constitute  a 
part  of  the  plain,  for  at  Settimo  Vit- 
tone,  3^  leagues,  the  ascent  has  been 
so  gradual  as  scarcely  to  have  been 
perceived.  Nor  is  it,  m  fkct,  until  the 
traveller  reaches 

Pont  St,  Martin  (Inn:  Rosa  Rossa, 
fair)  that  he  may  be  said  to  have  fairly 
entered  this  valley  of  the  Alps. 

The  situation  of  this  village  is  strik- 
ingly fine  at  the  entrance  to  the  Val 
de  Lys,  stretching  up  to  the  foot  of 
the  glaciers  of  Monte  Rosa  (Rte.  124), 
which  will  well  repay  the  explorer. 

The  lofty  arch  which  here  spans 
the  torrent  of  the  Lys  (about  20  yards 
higher  ^an  the  new  bridge)  is  one  of 
the  finest  Roman  works  of  its  class  in 
the  valley :  it  now  serves  to  commu- 
nicate with  the  Val  de  Vallese,  and 
is  a  striking  object     The   road  to 
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Aosta  is  carried  over  a  modern 
bridge.  Above  St.  Martin  are  ruins 
of  a  large  Castle. 

After  crossing  the  Lys  at  a  short 
distance  from  its  confluence  with  the 
Doire,  the  road  ascends  to 

DonaSf  where  a  Roman  work — 
a  pierced  rock — is  passed  through, 
and  near  to  it  is  a  Boman  milestone 
cut  in  the  rock,  noting  Tcxxii.  MP. 
A  tolerable  rcine  is  grown  at  Donas. 

From  Donas  the  road  ascends  ab- 
ruptly for  a  short  distance,  and  close 
to  the  Doire,  which  it  steeply  over- 
hangs, to 

Fort  Bard  {Inn:  Sole,  poor  and 
dirty),  celebrated  for  the  temporary 
check  of  8  days  which  it  gave  to 
the  advance  of  the  French  army 
under  Buonaparte,  in  1800.  At 
that  time  the  only  road  ran  through 
the  town  under  the  fort.  It  was 
garrisoned  by  only  400  Austrians,  yet 
such  was  the  strength  of  the  position 
that  Buonaparte  almost  despaired  of 
carrying  itj  and  a  few  days  more 
must  have  starved  his  army  into  a 
retreat.  By  a  gallant  manoeuvre,  how- 
ever, in  the  efficient  placement  of  a 
single  gun,  above  the  precipices  of 
the  Mont  Albaredo,  which  overhangs 
Bard,  the  French  checked  the  battery 
which  covered  the  approach  to  the 
town,  and  the  army  passed  by  night, 
dragging  their  guns  through  the 
street  laid  with  straw  to  prevent  the 
noise  alarming  the  garrison,  under 
the  grenades  and  pots  de  fen  thrown 
by  the  fort.  Another  gun  was  raised 
to  a  belfry  which  commanded  the 
gate  of  the  fort ;  and  the  Austrians, 
fearing  an  assault  surrendered.  Upon 
such  slight  occurrences  the  fate  of 
Europe  turned.  As  the  French  army 
would  have  devoured  all  the  supply 
of  the  Val  d' Aosta  in  a  few  days,  it 
must  have  retreated ;  and  the  battle 
of  Marenga  one  of  the  mopt  brilliant 
events  of  French  history,  would  not 
have  been  fought.  The  fort  has  been 
greatly  stren^hened,  and  it  is  now 
considered  impregnable. 

The  modern  road  skirts  round  the 
other  side  of  the  rock  on  which  the  Fort 
stands,  avoiding  the  steep  and  nar- 
row street  of  Bard.    p.  opens  out  the 


valley  of  Champorcher,  whence  a  patii 
leads,  by  the  village  of  Pont  BokI,  to 
the  Col  de  Champorcher  in  6  hrs.,  and  by 
this  pass  and  the  valley  of  the  Soanna 
to  Ponte  in  the  Val  d*Orca.  (Rte.  146.: 
From  the  chapel  of  Notre  Dame  d<  k 
Ncige,  at  the  head  of  the  valley,  there 
is  a  pass  direct  to  Cogne,  which  may  be 
reached  in  10  hrs.  from  Fort  Bard  J 

The  view  looking  back  upon  Fort 
Bard  is  a  perfect  picture,  not  to  be 
surpassed  in  its  kind. 

Above  Bard  the  main  valley  is  nar- 
row, and  offers  little  variety  in  asce&d- 
ing  by  the  deep  and  rapid  coarse  of  the 
Doire  to 

Verrex  {Inn :  Ecu  de  France — extcr- 
tion;  Couronne),  2^  leagues  fVom  Vasi 
St.  Martin,  situated  at  Sie  entrance  m 
the  Val  Challant  (Rtc.  125).  Here 
many  improvements  have  been  made, 
especially  in  the  construction  of  a  sev 
bridge  and  many  new  houses. 

Here  is  a  large  square  keep  of  tke 
old  Castle,  which  overhangs  the  Vil 
Challant.  It  is  a  picturesque  object 
from  below,  and  the  scenes  nom  it  aiv 
worth  a  scramble  to  the  rains.  Here 
is  also  a  convent  of  Angustines. 

Above  Verrex  the  valley  widens, 
and  the  little  plain  of  the  Doiv 
shows  the  violence  of  the  torreiit  i- 
the  sands  and  rocks  left  by  it  in  thj 
spring. 

About  1^  league  beyond  Verrex 
the  road  enters  upon  one  of  the  ifr.^ 
remarkable  scenes  in  the  vallev— * 
deep  ravine,  through  which  the  I)\hiv 
has  cut  its  way,  or  found  in  such  » 
gulf  its  natural  channel.  The  r»''. 
ascends  steeply  on  the  left  of  lY*^ 
river,  and  is  cut  out  of  the  rock,  ia 
some  places  overhanging  the  fbamitz 
torrent.  These  rocks  aro  siirmoun'ci 
by  the  ruins  of  the  Castle  of  St.  G:'  - 
maifij  placed  so  as  efiectually  to  ccic  • 
mand  the  pass. 

The  road  cut  out  in  so  remarkah:. 
a  way  was  probably  a  Roman  work. 
though  a  modem  inscribed  t^''*. 
denies  them  the  credit.  It  was  r»-- 
paired  by  the  inhabitants  of  At>it.-. 
This  defile  is  called  the  pass  of  Jf  - 
/ore/— the  wine  in  Its  neirhbourh>x*i 
is  celebrated.  From  the  nead  of  d.? 
pass  the  view  down  the  valley  is  ^t?^ 
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striking.  Immediately  above  it  the 
finest  part  of  the  Val  d'Aosta  extends 
to  the  CiUj  as  Aosta  is  called. 

Nothing  can  exceed  the  beauty  and 
richness  of  the  scenery,  and  the  mag- 
nificent character  of  the  foliage;  the 
walnut  and  chestnut  trees  are  cele- 
brated for  their  grandeur  and  pictu- 
resqueness. 

SSefore  arriying  at  St.  Vincent,  a 
sing^ar  bridge  over  a  deep  ravine  is 
crossed.  It  is  called  the  Pont  des 
Sarasins,  and  by  antiquaries  is  recog- 
nised as  a  Boman  work.  From  its 
parapet  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
scenes  in  the  valley  is  presented  on 
looking  up  towards  ChatUlon,  includ- 
ing among  its  objects  the  Castle 
d'&sselle  and  other  ruins.  Not  far 
from  this  bridge  is  the  agreeable  vil- 
lage of 

Si.  Vincent  (Inns:  Ecu  de  France; 
at  the  Succursale  or  private  establish- 
ment of  the  Lion  d'Or  good  and  clean 
accommodation  far  better  than  at 
Ch&tillon.)  Here  is  a  Bath-hovae  sup- 
plied from  a  mineral  sprin?  in  the 
forest  above.  ^  an  hour^  waU:  higher 
up  is 

Oh&tilhm  (Inns:  pone  good;  Palais 

Hoyal;  Lion  d'Or).     The  bridges  are 

the  only  remarkable  objects  here,  but 

there  are  pleasant  walks  and  several 

chateaux  in  the  neighbourhood.   That 

over  which  the  hien  road  now  passes 

13    a  very  fine  smgle  arch,  thrown 

across  a  deep  gul£    From  it  are  seen, 

further  down  the  torrent,  the  remains 

o€  a  Boman  bridge^  also  a  single,  and 

still  an  entire  arch ;  and  immediately 

over  it  another  bridge,  now  supersedea. 

Xn  die  depth  of  the  gulf,  and  a  little 

up    the  stream,  are  forges,  strangely 

placed  there,  for  the  sake  of  the  water- 

pa^wer  in  working  the  tilts ;   a  wild 

patb  leads  down  to  them,  and  the 

vie'w  of  the  bridges  from  the  bottom 

o£   the  ravine  forms  one  of  the  most 

striking  scenes  in  the  valley. 

Here  the  ValTournanche  opens  out, 
-tip  vhich  runs  the  path  to  the  Pass  of 
St.  Th^odule  (Rte.  128)  14  hrs. 

^A^bove  Chatillon  the  same  fine  rich 

cliATacter  of  scenery  prevails,  only  in- 

renrupted  by  the  occasional  traces  of 

destruction  left  by  Uie  torrents  which 

£8wfUJ} 


in  the  spring  rush  down  ftrom  the 
lateral  valleys  into  the  Doire. 

About  a  league  above  Oh&tillon  is 
the  villa^  of  Chambave^  celebrated 
for  its  wme,  one  of  the  richest  and 
most  recherche  in  Piedmont.  The 
wine  of  the  Yal  d'Aosta  has  a  g^eat 
reputation,  and  the  vine  is  cultivated 
on  the  mountain  sides  to  an  elevation 
of  3000  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  sea. 
In  the  vfdley,  hemp,  Indian  com,  and 
fruit-tree's  fill  the  plain  like  a  vast 
garden. 

Nuz^  a  poor  village  with  the  ruins 
of  a  chateau,  is  nearly  half-way  be- 
tween Ch&tillon  and  Aosta.  At  the 
entrance  of  the  Val  de  St.  Barthe- 
l^mi  is  the  picturesque  casUe  of  Fenis. 

[Three  passes  lead  from  the  Val  de 
St,  BariheUmi  to  the  Val  Pellina. 
The  least  difficult  is  the  Col  de  Ves- 
soney,  leading  to  Oyace  (Rte.  131). 
An  easier  pass,  called  the  Fendtre  de 
St  Barthel^mi,  g^es  from  the  village 
of  the  same  name  to  Antey  in  the 
Val  Tournanche.  There  is  no  Inn, 
but  the  cure  of  St  Barthelemi  wiU 
receive  strangers.  The  Piedmontese 
government-map  is  quite  useless  in 
this  district] 

Near  8t,  Marcel  are  copper-mines, 
and  a  remarkable  fountain,  cidled 
Fontaine  Bleue,  of  blue  water,  im- 
pregnated with  copper. 

On  the  approach  to  Aosta  the 
Chateau  Quart  is  seen  placed  hieh  on 
the  mountain  side;  a  path  leads  up 
to  it  firom  near  Yillefranche,  and 
down  on  the  other  side  of  its  glen 
towards  Aosta,  so  that  a  visit  to  it 
requires  no  retracing  of  steps,  and 
the  beautiful  scenes  presented  in  the 
ascent  and  at  the  chateau,  which  is 
now  a  Hospital,  repay  the  trouble  of 
climbins  thither.  Little  more  than  a 
league  further  up  the  valley  is 

Aosta  (Inns :  H.  du  Mon t  Blanc,  well 
kept  by  J.Tairraz.  bestinVal  d'Aosta, 

food;  Couronne(Post),  improved;  Ecu 
u  Valais,  in  the  Town-hall,  well 
spoken  of),  a  city  of  7700  Inhab. ;  of 
small  importance  in  trade,  wealth,  or 
population,  but  attractive  to  a  stranger, 
as  a  genuine  Italian  town  of  old  houses, 
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broad  eaves,  picturesque  but  dilapi- 
dated building^,  and  lazy  lounging 
population.  Its  situation  is  indeed  strik- 
ing, near  the  confluence  of  the  Buttier 
and  the  Doire^  in  a  deep  rich  valley, 
surrounded  by  lofty  and  snow-capped 
mountains,  which  peer  down  into  its 
squares  and  streets.  Aosta,  the  Au" 
gusta  Prcctorvji  of  the  Roman  itinera- 
ries, claims  a  high  antiquity.  It  was 
known  under  the  name  of  Cord^le,  as 
the  chief  city  of  the  Salassi:  its  his- 
tory earlier  than  its  conquest  by  Te- 
rentius  Varro,  a  general  of  Augustus, 
is  fabulous.  By  the  army  of  the 
emperor  it  was  taken  28  years  be- 
fore the  Christian  era,  and  its  in- 
habitants reduced  to  miserable  cap- 
tivity. Augustus  rebuilt  the  city, 
gave  his  own  name  to  it,  and  esta- 
blished there  3000  soldiers  from  the 
Praetorian  cohorts.  The  remains  of 
large  public  buildings  attest  its  im- 
portance at  that  time,  and  though 
much  inferior  in  beauty  and  extent  to 
those  of  the  S.  of  France,  will  yet  be 
viewed  with  interest 

In  the  main  street  at  the  E.  en- 
trance of  the  town  is  a  Triumphal  arch^ 
erected  in  honour  of  Augustus,  in 
tolerable  preservation,  decorated  with 
10  Corinthian  pillars,  covered  with  a 
modem  roof,  adorned  with  green  and 
gold  weathercocks.  This  is  one  of 
the  finest  of  the  remains. 

About  200  yards  to  the  £.  of  the 
arch,  in  a  narrow  street,  is  a  Koman 
bridge,  which  once  spanned  the  But- 
tier, though  now  100  yards  E.  of  it. 
It  is  buried  to  a  considerable  depth 
by  soil.      A  conduit  of  water  runs 
under  it,  and  by  its   side   a  path; 
so  that  you  can  walk  under  the  arch, 
nv'hich  IS  a  fine  piece   of  masonry. 
In  the  convent-garden  of  St.  Joseph 
are  the  ruins  of  a  Basilica  or  Prsetorian 
palace,  towers,  walls,  and  fragments 
of    unknown    former    appropriation, 
now  serving   only  to  perplex  anti- 
f|uaries.     The  plan    of  Aosta,    like 
that  of  other  Koman  cities,  was  a 
square,  and  the  chief  streets  crossed 
in    the  centre.    The  triumphal  arch 
stood  outside  of  the  town,  in  front 
of    the    chief  gateway.      This,    the 
ancient  Porta  Praetona,  now  called 
{Sicitz.^ 
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Porte  de  la  IHnit^,  is  still  in  good 
preservation,  though  much  of  the  cas* 
mg  of  hewn  stone  which  covered  it 
has  been  removed.  It  has  two  fa- 
cades, with  a  quadrangle  between 
them,  each  facade  composed  of  three 
arches — that  m  the  centre  is  much 
the  largest 

The  Boman  walh^  flanked  with 
towers,  are  most  accessible  and  in 
best  preservation  on  the  S.  side  of 
the  town. 

There  are  2  curious  mediaeval  towers, 
Porte  de  Bramafam  and  Tour  du  Lepreux. 
The  latter  is  the  scene  of  Xavier  de 
Maistre's  well-known  tale. 

On  the  N.  of  the  main  street  is  the 
Cathedral,  modem,  and  covered  with 
paint  and  whitewash.  The  woodwork 
of  the  stalls  in  the  choir  is  said  to  be  of 
the  1 4th  cent.  See  monuments  of 
Duke  Thomas  of  Savoy,  of  several 
bishops;  and  in  the  Tresor,  antique 
plate,  shrines,  diptychs.  On  the  N. 
side  of  the  ch.  is  a  Homanesque 
cloister,  with  the  names  of  its 
founders  worked  in  the  capitals  of 
the  pillars. 

E.  of  the  cathedral  is  the  more 
curious  ch.  of  St.  Ours,  with  a  very 
old  crjrpt  under  the  choir.  On  the 
S.  side  of  the  ch.  is  another  Roma- 
nesque cloister  of  very  early  date; 
the  carving  of  the  capitals  is  remark- 
able. 

Aosta  has  been  much  improved 
since  1854,  the  chief  square  is  en- 
larged, and  there  is  much  new  and 
handsome  building,  a  Ifdtel  de  Ville, 
&C.,  which  is  the  head-quarters  of  the 
Italian  Clvh  Alpine,  to  wnich  members 
of  foreign  clubs  are  welcomed.  It  is 
the  seat  of  a  bishop.  A  military 
commandant  is  also  stationed  here. 

Anselm,  archbishop  of  Canterbury 
in  the  11th  century,  was  bom  at  Aosta, 
and  is  buried  in  the  cathedral.  An 
inscribed  stone  records  the  flight  of 
Calvin  from  Aosta,  1541. 

St  Bernard,  whose  name  is  im- 
mortally associated  with  the  moun- 
tain pass  from  the  valley  of  the  Rhone 
to  the  valley  of  the  Doire,  was  arch- 
deacon of  Aosta;  and  his  knowledge, 
from  his  situation,  of  the  exposure 
and  sufferings  of  those  who  traversed 
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neighbouring  mountains,  and  even 
bouquetins  or  steinbocks  are  not 
unknown.  Late  in  the  autumn  ptar- 
migan are  abundant. 

Courmayeur  is  much  resorted  to  in 
summer  by  invalids,  for  the  sake  of  its 
mineral  waters.  The  spring  of  La 
Yictoire  is  half  a  league  to  the  S.  W. ; 
its  waters  are  impregnated  with  car- 
bonic acid  gas,  sulphate  of  magnesia, 
and  a  little  iron,  and  have  a  tempera- 
ture of  about  54.  The  spring  of  La 
Marguerite  varies  a  little  in  the  pro- 
portions of  its  components,  but  its 
temperature  is  12  degrees  higher. 
The  Fiedmontese  have  great  rehance 
on  the  salutary  effects  of  these  mi- 
neral springs,  and  the  resort  to  them 
brings  together  much  agreeable  Italian 
society. 

The  baths  of  La  Saxe  are  about 
1  m.  beyond  the  village,  and  are 
somewhat  rough. 

The  guides  and  mules  were  placed  in 
1860  on  the  same  footing  as  those  at 
Chamouni,  except  that,  on  payment 
of  a  small  fee,  the  traveller  is  able  to 
select  whom  he  pleases.  The  guide's 
charges  are  6  fr.  for  a  day;  3  fr. 
for  {  a  day,  viz.  before  or  after  12 
o'filock.  Otto  Bion  and  Valentine 
Ray  are  2  of  the  best  There  is  a 
family  of  several  brothers  named 
Proment,  who  are  also  good  guides. 

a.  Ascent  of  the  Cramont, — An  ex- 
cursion which  no  visitor  to  St.  Didier 
or  Gourmayeur  should  fail  to  make  if 
the  weather  be  favourable,  for  no  spot 
in  the  Alps  will  afford  him  so  fine  a 
view  of  Mont  Blanc,  or  a  more  glorious 
panorama. 

£*rom  Gourmayeur  it  is  necessary 
to  go  to  Pr^  St.  Bidier,  1  hr.,  then 
ascend  by  the  road  leading  to  the 
Little  St.  Bernard  (Rte.  149)  for  about 
ii  hr. ;  a  path  then  strikes  to  the  rt. 
amongst  the  larches,  and  ascends 
throueh  them  and  past  several  clusters 
of  chuets  for  about  2  hrs.  Mules  can- 
not go  beyond  the  larches,  and  must 
be  left,  and  from  this  point  there  is 
about  1^  hr.'s  dimb  to  the  summit: 
total,  5  hrs.  from  Gourmayeur.  There 
is  a  more  direct  but  difficult  and  dis- 
agreeable path  for  pedestrians. 

rhe  highest  point  of  the  Gramont 


is  the  outer  edge  of  a  large  slab  or 
flat  mass  of  rock,  sloping  at  an  angle  of 
20°  towards  the  S.;  the  upper  end  of 
this  mass  actually  overhangs  the  rocks 
below,  so  that  a  stone  dropped  from 
it  would  fall  perpendicularly  nnndreds 
of  feet,  and  then  striking  the  pireci- 
pitous  sides  of  the  mountain,  would 
bound  into  the  abyss  beneath,  broken 
into  fragments.  In  this  savage  hol- 
low chamois  are  often  seen. 

Hence  the  whole  of  the  enormous 
mass  of  Mont  Blanc  is  open  to  the 
observer:  midway  of  its  height  (for 
the  height  of  the  Gramont  is  9040  ft. 
and  that  of  Mont  Bknc  6500  ft 
above  the  peak  of  the  Cramont). 
from  the  peaks  which  bound  the  Col 
de  la  Seigne  to  those  of  the  Grand 
Jorasse,  every  aiguille  and  glacier 
through  this  vast  line  of  nearly  30 
miles  IS  seen,  within  an  angle  of  150^. 
lying  like  a  picture  before  the  ob- 
server from  the  Gramont.  The  depths 
of  the  Allee  Blanche  are  concealed 
by  some  low  intervening  mountains, 
which  may  be  considered  the  western 
bases  of  the  Gramont. 

Towards  the  E.  the  Yal  d*Aosta 
presents  a  beautiful  portion  of  the 
panorama.  The  mountains  which 
bound  it  sweep  down  to  the  I>oire, 
and  leave  between  them  the  chan- 
nels which  are  the  courses  of  its 
affluents.  In  the  valley  the  Doire 
appears  like  a  thread  of  silver.  Far- 
ther to  the  £.,.in  the  distant  back- 
ground, are  the  summits  of  Monte 
Rosa  and  the  Mont  Gervin.  Look- 
ing S.E.,  directly  down  the  line  of 
ascent  to  the  Gramont,  the  Gamp  of 
Prince  Thomas,  and  the  table-land 
above  the  precipices  of  the  vaRey  d 
La  Tuille,  appear  to  be  immediately 
beneath.  Above  and  beyond  it  Uc» 
the  enormous  glacier  of  the  Hnitor, 
one  of  the  finest  objects  within  the 
view:  this  is  connected  with  the  gla- 
ciers at  the  head  of  the  vaReys  of 
Gogne,  the  Savaranche,  and  the  Gri- 
sanche. 

Towards  the  S.  is  the  pass  and 
plain  of  the  Little  St«  Bernard^ guarded 
by  the  Belvedere,  the  Vallaisan,  and 
the  other  mountains  which  bound  that 
pass. 
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Towards  the  Great  St.  Bernard  the 
course  may  be  traced  of  the  path 
which  leads  by  the  pass  of  the  Serena 
from  the  heaa  of  the  valley  of  Aosta 
to  St.  Remy.  The  hospice  cannot  be 
seen,  but  the  Mont  Velan  and  the 
Combm  are  seen  beyond  it. 

Sanssure  thus  records  his  second 
visit  to  the  Cramont: — "Kous  pass- 
ames  trois  heures  sur  oe  sommet ; 
j'y  en  avois  aussi  passe  trois  dansmon 
premier  voyage;  et  ces  six  heures  sont 
certainement  colles  de  ma  vie  dans 
lesquelles  j'ai  ^oute  les  plus  grands 
plaisirs  que  puissent  donner  la  con- 
temnlation  et  retude  de  la  nature.'* 

The  descent  requires  more  care 
than  the  ascent,  at  least  to  guard 
against  slipping:  the  guides  usually 
sit  down,  and  slide  wiu  great  speed 
over  the  dry  jprass. 

The  traveller,  who  proposes  to  make 
a  visit  to  the  Cramont  a  part  of  his 
day's  jonmey  to  St  Maurice,  should 
start  very  early,  and  direct  that  the 
mules,  if  he  taJke  any,  should,  from 
where  he  left  them,  be  sent  across  the 
pasturages,  to  chMets  which  lie  in  his 
way  to  the  village  of  La  Balme.  He 
will  thus  gain  tmie  in  ascendin?  the 
valley,  though  the  descent  to  the  ham- 
let of  EMva,  down  a  steep  and  rugsed 
Eith  over  loose  stones,  is  fatiguing. 
a  Balme  is  in  the  valley,  about  an 
hoar's  walk  above  where  the  path 
up  through  the  forest  leads  to  the 
Cramont;  and  there  is  no  object  of 
interest  missed  between  the  two 
places. 

h.  To  the  Col  de  Checruit,  highly  to 
be  recommended  on  account  of  the 
splendid  and  uninterrupted  view  of 
the  chain  of  Mt.  Blanc  and  the  Allee 
Blanche.  It  lies  due  W.  of  Cour- 
mayeur,  and  may  be  made  on  ^  mule  (2* 
hrs.  to  the  Col).  You  cross  theDoire, 
through  the  village  of  Dolina,  then 
along  the  1.  bank  of  the  torrent  or 
rapine  leading  to  the  Col  for  about 
^  hr.  fromCourmayeur;  the  path  then 
ascends  the  side  of  the  ravine  by  a 
series  of  steep  zigzags  to  a  little 
oratory  on  a  rock  (1  hr).;  thence 
another  hr.  over  steep  slopes  of  grass 
}ea49  to  the  Col,    The  best  view  is 


obtained  from  a  rocky  eminence  on 
the  rt.  of  the  Col.  No  guide  is  neces- 
sary. [A  foot-path,  about  i  hr.  below 
the  Gol|  leads  in  U  hr.  to  the  Mt 
Chetifj  also  called  Mont  Dolina  and 
Pain  de  Sucre,  commanding  a  fine 
view,  but  not  equal  to  that  from 
the  Cramont.]  Instead  of  descend- 
ing at  once  through  the  pine  forest 
into  the  Allee  Blanche,  it  will  well 
repay  you  to  keep  along  the  slope  of 
the  mountains  until  you  arrive  albove 
the  Lac  de  Combal  (Rte.  139),  then 
descending  to  the  lake.  You  thus  com- 
pletely overlook  the  valley  and  the 
Glacier  of  Miaee  which  impedes  the 
view  of  Mt  Bhmc,  when  you  are  in 
the  Allde  Blanche.  For  this  latter 
part  of  the  excursion,  however,  a  guide 
IB  advisable.  From  Lac  de  Com- 
bal yon  can  return  to  Courmayeur  in 
2^  hrs. 

0.  The  Mont  de  la  Saxe,  2}  hrs. 
N.N.E.  of  Courmayeur,  is  easily  ac- 
cessible to  ordinary  travellers,  and 
commands  the  finest  near  view  of  Mont 
Blanc,  in  some  respects  finer  than 
that  from  the  Cramont,  though,  being 
lower,  it  is  less  panoramic,  the 
Velan,  the  Grivola,  Ruitor,  and  others 
of  the  Cogne  range.  After  passing 
the  baths  of  La  Saxe,  the  track 
to  the  rt,  leading  into  itte  Yal  Fer- 
rex,  is  followed  for  a'  short  dis- 
tance, and  then  the  ascent  begins  by 
an  easy  path,  which  gradually  reaches 
the  summit;  this  is  a  sort  of  undu- 
lating plateau,  in  which  no  siogie 
point  much  overlooks  the  rest  The 
nnest  view  is  from  an  eminence  called 
the  Croix  de  Bemada. 

d.  No  excursion  in  the  Alps  is  more 
interesting  to  the  lover  of  fine  scenery 
or  the  man  of  science  than  that  to  the 
Glacier  of  La  Brenva,  It  is  best  to 
approach  the  glacier  from  the  N.  side, 
taking  the  track  from  Courmayeur  to 
the  village  of  Entreves.  From  thence 
proceed,  in  the  first  place,  to  visit  the 
cavern  at  the  foot  of  the  glacier,  and 
then  ascend  by  a  rough  goat-track, 
which  leads  to  a  plank  thrown  over  a 
torrent  that  is  otherwise  difficult  to 

pass.   Above  this  there  is  no  diifii 
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culty  in  selecting  a  spot  by  which  to 
mount  on  the  surface  of  the  glacier, 
here  very  free  from  creyasses.  Im- 
mediately opposite  rises  the  Mont  Pe- 
teret,  the  prmcipal  buttress,  which  on 
the  S.  side  sustains  the  central  mass 
of  Mont  Blanc.  It  is  easy  to  cross 
the  glacier  and  approach  near  to  the 
base  of  this  pinnacle,  which  rises 
nearly  7000  ft  above  the  p^lacier.  On 
the  ledges  of  its  precipitous  face 
chamois  are  often  to  be  seen,  here 
safe  from  the  boldest  hunter.  Re- 
turning from  the  base  of  the  Mont 
P^teret,  the  traTcller  may  either  de- 
scend the  enormous  moraine  which 
the  glacier  has  borne  down  into  the 
the  All£e  Blanche,  taking  care  not  to 
disturb  the  slightly-poised  blocks  that 
hang  on  the  steep  slope,  or  else  fol- 
low the  glacier  to  the  point  where  it 
bridges  oyer  the  torrent  of  the  Doire 
and  abuts  against  the  rocks  on  the  S. 
<ide  of  the  Allee  Blanche,  below  the 
chapel  of  Notre  Dame  de  la  Gnerison, 
there  takine  the  regular  track  from 
rhe  Allee  Blanche  to  Courmayeur. 

e.  An  Inn  has  now  been  built  on  the 
.\font  Fr^y,  2^  hrs.  from  Courmayeur, 
at  the  southern  base  of  the  Col  dn 
Qtant;  complaints  made  of  its  deamess 
1861.  From  thence,  or  e?en  from 
Courmayeur,  a  mountaineer  will  find 
no  difficulty  in  reaching  the  summit 
of  the  Col,  which  is  interesting  as 
well  for  the  magnificent  view  which  it 
conmiands  as  for  its  associations  with 
rhe  history  of  Alpine  adventure  since 
rhe  time  of  Saussure.  The  guide  will 
not  fail  to  point  out  the  scene  of  the 
t'atal  accident  of  1860,  wherein  3  Eng- 
lish travellers  and  one  of  their  guides 
— Fr^eric  Tairraz,  of  Chamouni—- 
were  lost  in  descending  the  CoL  The 
disaster,  as  was  clearly  explained  by 
Professor  Tyndall,  who  carefully  exa- 
mined the  spot  and  inquired  into  the 
facts,  arose  altogether  from  the  fact 
that  the  rope  to  which  the  3  tired 
travellers  were  attached  was  not  like- 
wise fastened  round  the  body  of  each 
guide,  but  merely  held  in  one  hand.  In 
such  a  position,  if  one  or  more  of  the 
party  slip  on  difficult  ground,  the 
guides  have  not  their  arms  free  to 


use  the  alpenstock  or  hatchet,  and,  to 
save  themselves,  they  let  go  Uie  rope, 
when,  if  their  limbs  were  free,  th«y 
might  easily  arrest  the  descent  of  the 
others. 

5  routes  diverge  from  Courmayeur: 
1,  to  Aosta ;  2,  to  the  Great  St.  Ber- 
nard (Rte.  137);  3,  the  Ldttle  St 
Bernard  (Rte.  149)  ;  4,  the  Col  de  la 
Seigne  to  Chamouni  (Rte.  139);  \ 
the  Col  Ferrex  to  Martigny  (R.  139). 


ROUTE  135. 

MARTIGNY   TO    A08TA.  —  PAfi<*    0> 
GREAT  ST.  BERNARD. 


{M- 


Martigny. 

Bourg 0  30 

SL  Branchier    ....  2  90 

Orsl^res 1  0 

Llddea  (dOigenoe  Rtops)    .  I  30 

St.  Pierre 1  0 

Hospice 3  90 

StRemy 1  90 

8t.Qy«D 1  10 

AofU 3  30 

Digtance,  II  hours'  walk  to  the  Hos- 
pice ;  about  6  h.  thence  to  Aosti. 

This  pass  is  more  remarkable  in  an 
historic  and  romantic  point  of  view— 
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on  accoant  of  iU  Hospice,  monks,  and 
does — than  for  its  scenery,  which  is 
inferior  to  that  on  most  of  the  other 
great   passes.      Guides,   mules,   and 
chars  may  be   hired  at   Martigny, 
Orsieres,    or    Liddes :     the    charges^ 
fixed  by  tariff,  are  high— 30  fr.  for 
a    char   from    Martigny  to  Liddes, 
and  a  mule  thence  to  the  hospice,  in- 
cluding return  to  Martigny.    As  far 
as  Froz,  beyond  Liddes,  a  practicable 
char-road  was  completed  by  the  spirited 
VaJaisans  in  1850.    Thence  the  ascent 
to  the  hospice  is  made  on  mules,  the 
road  beyond  being  impracticable,  at 
present,    for    any   sort   of   carriage. 
There   is    also  a  char-road  on  the 
Italian  side  from  St.  Remy  to  Aosta : 
the  interrening  space  is  only  a  mule- 
path,  but,  as  there  are  great  facilities 
for  completing  the  roiM  between  the 
Ffospice  and    St.  Remy,  it  is  by  no 
means  improbable  that  the  road  may 
be   made  practicRble  for  chars  in  a 
few  years. 

From  Martigny  (Rte.  56)  the  road 
passes  through  Bourg-Martigny,  and 
shortly  after  crosses  the  Dranse  to 
i  ts  1.  bonk.  The  bed  of  this  river  still 
exhibits,  in  the  rocks  and  stones  with 
which  it  is  strewn,  evidence  of  the 
devastation  occasioned  in  1818,  by 
the  bursting  of  a  lake  in  the  yalley  of 
Barnes.    See  Rte.  136. 

Here  the  road  leaves  the  path  to 
<rhamonni  on  the  rt.,  and  continues 
up  the  course  of  the  Dranse  to  the 
miserable    villages    of  Valctte    and 
Bouvemier.    Soon  after  the  river  is 
i*ocros8«d,  and  the  rood  continuc^s  on 
its  rt.  bank  in  the  deep  valley  of  the 
Oranse.     In  one  part  the  defile  is  so 
narrow  that  it  was  found  necessary 
to  cut  a  Tunnel  200  ft.  long  througn 
the  rock.     Emerging  from  it,  see  L 
the  rains  of  a  Convent  overwhelmed 
with   rubbish  brought  down  by  the 
bursting  of  the  lake,  1818.    Bou ver- 
nier was  saved  from  the  same  fate  by 
ft  projecting  mass  of  rock.     Beyond 
it    the  road  soon  after  recrosses  the 
Tiver,  and  ascends  on  the  L  bank  to 

St.    Brcmchier   (or    Sembranchier), 
finother  dirty  village  at  the  foot  of 


Mont  Catogne,  at  the  confluence  of 
the  two  rivers  Dranse,  coming  from 
the  Val  de  Bagnes  and  the  Val  En- 
tremont  and  St.  Bernard.  {Inn,  Croix, 
cheap.)  Guides  and  mules  to  the 
Pierre  h  voir  (Rte.  59). 

Above  St  Branchier  there  are 
fine  scenes  in  the  Val  d*Entremont, 
but  none  strikingly  grand  ;  it  has  the 
general  character  of  an  Alpine  valley, 
and  nothing  that  deserves  to  be  par- 
ticularly remembered.  The  Dranse 
is  twice  crossed  before  reaching 

Orsieres.  Inn,  H.  des  Alpes,  pretty 
good  and  moderate.  Here  V  al  Ferrex 
opens  into  the  Val  Entremont,  and 
the  path  which  leads  to  the  Val 
Ferrex  turns  off  on  the  rt.  (Rte,  1 37), 
[In  going  from  Orsidres  to  Chamouni, 
the  pedestrian  may  take  a  pleasant 
path  to  Trient  (Rte.  141)  bj  the 
valley  and  lake  of  ChampS,  lying  to 
the  W.  of  the  Mont  Catogne.J 

Beyond  Orsieres  there  is  a  fine 
view,  and  the  scenery  becomes  rather 
more  wild.  The  torrent  can  seldom 
be  seen  in  the  deep  gorge  which  it 
has  made  its  course,  but  there  is 
nothing  very  striking  in  the  scenery. 

Liddes  (Inns:  H.  de  TUnion;  R. 
d'Angleterre;  none  good). 

12  fr.  is  often  demanded  for  a 
char  to  Martigny,  but  one  may 
generally  be  procured  for  8  fr.  The 
charge  lor  each  mule  from  Liddes 
to  the  hospice  is  6  fr.,  and  a  douceur 
to  the  boy  who  returns  with  the  mule. 
Beyond  Liddes  the  char-road  has 
now  been  carried  to  a  small  inn  oti 
the  plain  of  I^oz. 

SL  Pierre  is  a  dirty,  wretched 
village,  but  it  has  inscriptions  enough 
to  support  some  claims  to  antiquity 
A  military  column,  dedicated  to 
the  younger  Constantine,  is  placed 
here.  The  Church  dates  from  the  1 1  th 
century. 

The  brothers  Ballay,  of  St.  Pierre, 
are    bold   chasseurs    and   excellent 

fuides  for  any  expeditions  in  the 
igher  Alps  of  this  district  In  1858 
they  discovered  a  new  route  to  the 
summit  of  the  Grand  Combin.  (See 
Bte.  136.) 
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On  leaving  St  Pierre  the  road 
crosses  a  deep  abyss,  through  which 
the  Dranse  forces  its  way  into  the 
valley  below.    The  road  to  the  hos- 

Sic^  leaves  on  the  1.  a  torrent  which 
escends  from  the  Val  Sorey,  in  which 
there  is,  not  far  from  St.  Pierre,  a 
magnificent  cascade. 

The  road  formerly  led  through  the 
forest  of  St.  Pierre,  by  a  path  among 
the  rocks  and  roots  of  pines,  so  steep 
and  tortuous  that  Kapoleon's  dilH- 
culties  in  transporting  his  artillery 
were  here,  perhaps,  the  greatest  that 
he  encountered  from  natural  obstacles 
during  his  extraordinary  expedition 
in  1800  across  these  Alps.  The 
Valaisans  have  cut  an  excellent 
road  along  the  precipices  which  over- 
hang the  deep  course  of  the  Dranse, 
avoiding  the  steep  rises  and  falls 
of  the  old  road,  and  leading  the 
traveller  by  a  safe  path  through  a 
savage  defile. 

Beyond  the  forest,  where  the  pines 
and  the  larches  are  stunted  from  their 
elevation  above  the  level  of  the  sea, 
the  traveller  arrives  at  some  pas- 
turages where  there  are  many  chdlets. 
The  enormous  mass  of  the  Mont  Velan 
appears  to  forbid  further  progress: 
some  of  its  fine  glaciers,  particularly 
that  of  Menouve,  stream  down  into 
the  plain  of  Prozy  where,  amidst  the 
shelter  of  surrounding  mountains, 
numerous  herds  gather  the  rich  herb- 
age of  this  Alpine  pasturage.  The 
char-road  ceases  about  2  hours  below 
the  Hospice  at  the  little  Iim  called  the 
Cantine  de  Proz, 

n«'rom  this  the  ascent  and  descent 
oiMont  Velan  can  be  made  in  12  hrs. 
or  less;  Andrt^  Dorsat,  who  kept  the 
Cantine,  and  was  an  excellent  guide, 
is  now  dead,  but  his  son  worthily  suc- 
ceeds to  his  reputation.  It  was  first 
ascended  in  1825,  since  which  up  to 
1856  only  11  ascents  have  been 
mode. 

The  first  part  of  the  ascent  is  up 
the  pastures  of  the  Montcujne  de 
Prwi :  these  passed,  a  little  rock-work 
follows;  then  the  Glacier  de  Pnm^ 
which  runs  down   in    the   direction 

f  the   St.    Bernard,   is   traversed, 


and  in  about  3^  hrs.  from  the  Can- 
tine the  main  body  of  the  Velan  is 
reached,  which  rises  in  a  wall  of  rock, 
perhaps  2000  ft.  high.  It  is  difficult 
and  laborious,  harmy  dangerous;  but 
there  is  only  one  accessible  point,  and 
it  is  necessary  to  have  a  guide  who 
knows  it.  Hitherto  every  ascent  has 
been  made  with  the  Dorsats,  father 
or  son :  the  young  man  is  a  first-rate 
euide,  his  charge  is  20  frs.  for  tbc 
day.  The  top  of  the  mountain  is  a 
saddle-shaped  plain  of  snow,  perhaps 
k  m.  in  length.  The  entire  ascent, 
including  a  halt  for  breakfast,  wiS 
take  a  good  walker  6  hrs.  Three  hrs. 
is  enough  for  the  descent  to  the  Can- 
tine; but  it  is  much  better  to  de* 
scend  by  the  glacier  and  valley  cl 
Valsorey  to  St  Pierre.  ThU  wifl 
take  from  4  to  5  hrs.,  and,  for  tk 
exquisite  beauty  of  the  glacier  itself, 
and  grandeur  oi  the  near  scenery— it 
does  not  command  distant  views— th« 
route  is  scarcely  to  be  surpassed  io 
the  Alps.  It  lies  between  Mont  Yelaii 
and  Mont  Combin.  The  descent  u 
along  the  crest  of  rocks  which  bounds 
the  glacier  on  the  side  of  Italy,  and 
very  steep;  and  there  is  some  rou^^ 
climbing  down  the  rocks  or  over  tie 
ice.] 

On  rising  above  the  plain  of  Fp^ 
the  path  to  the  Hospice  enters  another 
defile,  and  beyond  it  another  summer 
pasturage,  steep  and  rugged;  tbe 
scenes  become  more  sterile  and  drearr, 
another  ravine  is  passed,  and  the  soic- 
mit  is  approached.  At  length,  afi<'r 
crossing  some  beds  of  snow,  the  sdL- 
tary  walls  of  the 

Hospice  appear,  and  the  traveller 
reaches,  on  the  very  crest  of  the  pass, 
this  dwelling   in    the    douds,    8-*'' 
English  feet  above  the  sea-level. 

Here,  in  the  practice  of  the  most 
disinterested  benevolence,  lives  tkn 
community  of  Beligieux,  who  dcTOt** 
the  best  time  of  their  life,  when  ro&a 
is  most  susceptible  of  his  powers  fu' 
its  enjoyment,  to  the  service  of  their 
fellow-men;  those  whose  porsiuis 
oblige  them  to  traverse  these  dretij 
fields  in  seasons  of  danger,  when,  ^i^i 
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out  such  aid  and  protection,  hundreds 
must  perish. 

The   Hosnice  is  a  massive  stone 
building,  well  adapted  to  its  perilous 
situation,  which  is  on  the  very  nighest 
point  of  the  pass,  where  it  is  exposed 
to  tremendous  storms  from  the  N.£. 
and  S.W.  On  the  N.W.  it  is  sheltered 
by  the  Mont  Chenellettaz^  and  in  an 
opposite  direction  by  the  Mont  Mort, 
There  is  no  mountain  which  bears  the 
name  of  the  St.  Bernard.    Like  that 
of  the  SL  Gothard,  the  name  is  only 
given  to  the  pass.    The  chief  building 
is  capable  of  acconmiodating  70  or  80 
travellers  with  beds;  300  may  be  shel- 
tered; and  between  500  and  600  have 
received  assistance  in  one  day.    Be- 
sides this,  there  is  a  house,  called  Hdtel 
St.  Louis,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
way,  built  as  a  place  of  refuge  in 
case  of  fire — an  event  which  has  twice 
happened  here  since  the  foundation  of 
the  establishment 

The  ground-floor  of  the  main  build- 
ing consists  of  stabling,  store-room 
for  wood,  fodder,  &c  A  flight  of 
steps  leads  up  to  the  principal  entrance 
in  the  first  floor  of  the  building,  where 
a  long  corridor  connects  the  offices, 
&c.,  with  the  chapeL  Anothercorridor 
on  the  floor  above  leads  to  the  dor- 
mitories, the  refectory,  the  gallery  of 
the  chapel,  &c.  The  2>ratctn^-roam, 
appropriated  to  the  reception  of 
strangers,  especially  ladies,  is  entered 
Trom  the  stairs  between  the  two  cor- 
ridors. Here  brethren  do  the  honours 
:o  their  visitors. 

The  Clavandier  (or  Bursar),  the 
ommissary  of  the  establishment,  is 
he  brother  who  usually  presides  at 
he  hoars  of  11^  and  6,  dinner  and 
upper.  Gentlemen  dine  or  sup  with 
II  Ae  monks  in  their  refectory. 

The  room  appropriated  to  visitors 
(  large  and  convenient;  it  is  hung 
'itli  many  drawings  and  prints,  pre- 
»nla  sent  by  travellers  m  acknow- 
dgrnent  of  the  kind  attentions  which 
\ey  had  received  from  the  brethren. 
'lie  piano  was  a  present  from 
:.B.H.  the  Prince  of  Wales,  and  is 
:>e  a  little  prized  ;  the  harmonium  is 
present  from  the  composer  Blumen- 


thal.  Attached  to  this  room  is  a 
cabinet,  in  which  a  day,  unf&voarable 
for  out-door  enjoyment,  may  be  passed 
with  interest  and  pleasure.  It  con- 
tains collections  of  the  plants,  insects, 
and  minerals  of  the  Alps,  and  many 
relics  of  the  Temple  dedicated  to  Ju- 
piter, which  formerly  stood  on  this 
pass,  near  to  the  site  of  the  hospice. 
These  antiquities  consist  of  votive 
tablets,  and  figures,  in  bronze,  and 
other  metals,  and  materials,  arms, 
coins,  &c.,  and  are  curiously  illus- 
trative of  the  early  worship  on  this 
mountain,  and  the  intercourse  esta- 
blished over  this  pass.  No  trace 
whatever  now  remains  of  the  temple, 
though  these  relics  are  found  upon 
what  is  known  to  have  been  its  site. 
Steps  cut  in  the  rock  may  yet  be  seen, 
which  led  up  to  the  spot  upon  which 
the  temple  stood. 

The  system  of  purveyance  for  the 
hospital  seems  to  be  well  regelated. 
Supplies  come  from  Aosta  and  the 
neighbouring  villages.  Their  winter 
store  of  hay  for  their  cows  is  so  valu- 
able that  the  mules  which  ascend 
frx}m  either  side  with  travellers  gene- 
rally bring  their  own  hay,  or  supply 
themselves  from  a  vender  estabUshed 
in  the  convent,  at  a  higher  rate  than 
below.  Wood  for  firing  is  one  of  the 
most  important  necessaries  to  them. 
Not  a  stick  grows  within  2  leagues,  and 
all  the  fuel  supplied  to  the  convent 
is  brought  from  the  forest  which  be- 
longs to  it  in  the  Val  Ferrex,  a 
distance  of  nearly  4  leagues.  The 
consumption  of  wood  at  the  conVent 
is  considerable,  for,  at  the  great  ele- 
vation of  the  hospice,  water  boils  at 
about  190  decrees,  which  is  so  much 
less  favourable  for  the  cooking  of 
meat  than  at  212  degrees,  that  it  re- 
quires 5  hrs.  to  effect  that  which,  at  a 
less  elevation,  may  be  done  in  3  hrs. 
They  have  adopted  stoves  for  warming 
the  convent  with  hot  air. 

The  Chapel  of  the  hospice  is  gene- 
rally well  attended  on  Sundays  and 
Festas,  when  the  weather  is  not  unfa- 
vourable, by  the  peasants  from  the 
neighbouring  valleys  and  Alp  pas- 
tures.  It  contains  the  grave  of  Gene- 
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ral  Bessalx,  who  fell  at  MareDgo,  after 
having  contributed  mainly  to  that 
yictorj:  the  monument  was  erected 
hy  Napoleon. 

In  tne  chapel  there  is  a  box,  where 
donations  in  aid  of  the  funds  of  the 
establishment  are  put,  and  travellers 
who  receive  its  hospitalities  offer  their 
acknowledgments  in  a  sum  not  less 
than  they  would  have  paid  for  such  ac- 
commodation at  an  inn.  The  payment 
thus  made  by  those  who  can  afford  it 
ought  to  be  in  a  more  liberal  deeree, 
because  that  excess  aids  the  monks  to 
extend  their  assistance  to  poor  and 
destitute  travellers,  a  very  numerous 
class  of  claimants  upon  them,  from 
the  great  intercourse  which  exists  by 
this  pass  between  Switzerland  and 
Tt^. 

Visitors  universally  acknowledge 
the  kind  and  courteous  attention 
which  they  receive  from  those  ex- 
cellent men.  The  language  used  by 
them  is  French,  though  there  are 
Italians  and  Germans  among  them. 
The  periodical  works  of  some  aca- 
demic bodies  and  institutions  are  sent 
to  them,  and  they  have  a  smaU 
library,  which  is  chiefly  theological. 
During  their  short  summers,  their 
intercourse  vidth  well-informed  tra- 
vellers is  extensive,  which  is  shown 
in  the  names  and  notices  left  by  tra- 
vellers in  the  albums  preserved  care- 
fully by  the  brethren  at  the  hospice. 

There  are  usually  10  or  12  brethren 
of  the  Augustine  order,  and  a  number 
of  assistant  lay  brethren  (marronniers  \ 
here.  They  are  all  young  men,  who 
enter  upon  this  devoted  service  at  18. 
The  severities  of  the  weather  in  the 
winter,  at  this  height,  often  impair 
their  health,  and  they  are  driven  to 
retire  to  a  lower  and  more  genial 
clime,  with  broken  constitutions  and 
ruined  health.  Even  in  the  summer 
it  has  happened  that  the  ice  has  never 
melted  in  the  lake  on  the  summit, 
and  in  some  years  (1816)  not  a  week 
has  passed  witiiout  snow  falling. 
It  always  freezes  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, even  in  the  height  of  summer, 
and  the  hospice  is  rarely  four  months 
clear  of  deep  snow.  Around  the 
building    it    averages   7   or   8    feet. 


and  the  drifts  sometimes  test  againtt 
it,  and  accumulate  to  the  height  of  40 
feet  The  severest  cold  recorded  is 
29°  below  zero  of  Fahrenheit:  it  has 
often  been  observed  at  18<*  and  20^  be- 
low. The  in^atest  heat  has  been 
68°  in  the  height  of  summer. 

**  The  moi^  have  a  deep  ceUir 
where  they  keep  their  wine,  &c.  un- 
frozen,   althougn    the    thermometer 
often  descends  to  20^  of  Reaumur,  or 
—  13°  of  our  scale.    Fresh  meat  is 
easily  procured  in  the  summer  from  the 
valleys,  but  for  winter  they  lay  up  a 
store  of  salted  and  pressed  meat.  Thpv 
also  keep  a  number  of  cows  to  supply 
them  with  milk,  butter,  and  cheese. 
One  only  is  kept  up  at   the  hospice 
during  the  winter :  the  rest  are  s«9i 
to  Martigny,  and  their  produce  car- 
ried up  in  the  solid  form.    The  moub 
are  also  obliged  to  keep  45  horses  all 
the  year,  in  order  to  bring  wood  frtsi 
a  forest  3  leagues  off.    'Rkis  emploj- 
ment  lasts  for  2  months  during  soa- 
mer,  hence'  the  wood  must  beoy  lir 
the  most  expensive  article.     Trave- 
lers are  passing  eveiy  day  doling  tJi» 
winter,  notwithstandmg  the  perik  of 
such  a  pass  at  such  times.     These 
persons,  when  they  arrive  at  a  certais 
house  not  far  from  the  summit,  an 
desired   to  wait   till    the    foUowicc 
momine,  when  a  servant  ^nd  a  do^ 
descend  from  the  top  to  uds  kind  cf 
refuge,  and  take  up  all  the  persoc^ 
assembled,  the  servant  being  coDdocted 
b^  the  dog,  who,  it  appears,  nevrr 
misses  his  way,  but,  entirely  hiddea, 
except  his  tail,  in  the  snow,  directs  tl;^ 
march  of  the  whole  cavalcadcL    Tli<* 
stories  about  the  monks  goin$^  or. 
searching  for  lost  travellers,  and  tb^ 
do^  carrying  wine,  are  fidse  in  u>:.. 
and  the  proof  is,  that  such  proceedir: 
is  impossible,  for  as  great  difficcl:' 
exists  to  the  monks  roaming  ftboul  &• 
to  the  travellers.    This  labour  of  th-> 
dogs  is  so  gretit,  that  their  life  nert-r 
exceeds  9  years,  owing  to  attacks  > : 
rheumatism,  which  is  die  bane  of  bcci 
dog  and  man  up  here.     The   in£n^ 
dogs  are  generally  killed.    If  the  ^ 
of  the  persons  are  found  froxen,  they 
are  immediately  rubbed  strouglj  ^di 
snow  or  with  a  stimulating  oi&tmei:! 
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If  neither  snoceed,  the  mortified  port 
is  immediately  amputated  by  one  of 
the  monks,  who  studies  medicine  a 
little.   If  necessary,  stockings,  &c.,  are 
given  to  the  poor.    No  dead  body  has 
been  left  unclaimed  for  two  years  past, 
so  that  there  was  no  addition  to  the 
morgue.    The  snow  is  generally  30 
ft  deep  in  winter.  There  are  generally 
Ji  or  6  does  at  the  hospice.     Tradition 
reports  that  they  are  a  cross  between 
the  Newfoundland  and  the  Pyrenean. 
In  the  year  1825  all  the  dogs  and  3  ser- 
vants (sent  on  this  occasion  together — 
an  annsual  occurrence)  were  destroyed 
by  an  ayalanche.    Luckily  the  monks 
had  recently  given  away  a  couple  of 
dogs,  which  were  returned  to  them,  or 
the  breed  would  have  been  lost.  10  ser- 
vants are  kept  in  winter,  and  8  in  sum- 
mer, of  whom  2  descend  daily  to  the 
refuges  to  bring  up  travellers,  from 
the  month  of  October  to  the  end  of 
April,  the  time  of  course  varying  ac- 
cording to  the  season.    Few  of  the 
monks  are  able  to  stand  the  climate 
for  more  than  15  years  ;  but  there  is 
no  stated  time  for  which  they  devote 
themselves  ;  each  stays  as  long  as  he 
is  able,  being  allowed  30  days  recre- 
ation— 15  at  a  time — at  a  subsidiary 
house  at  Martigny,  where  also  they 
descend  when  no  longer  able  to  live  at 
the  St-  Bernard,  or  else  they  go  to  the 
hospice  on  the  Simplon.    Service  is 
performed  in  the  cnapel  at  4^  a.m. 
m    summer,  and  5  in  winter,  and  at 
8  P.M.  all  the  year  round. 

«  The  times  at  which  the  poor  tra- 
vellers pass  in  greatest  numbers  dur- 
ing" the  winter,  are  in  November,  Fe- 
bruary, March,  and  April    As  many 
as  2000  per  month  willpass  in  Febru- 
ary and  March,  because  the  poor  in- 
habitants of  the  valleys  are  then  going 
out  to  seek  work ;  in  November  they 
come    home    with    money   in    their 
pockets."  In  the  course  of  1844, 19,000 
travellers  passed  over  the  mountain. 

*•  The  scene  from  the  W.  end  of  the 
hospice  looking  towards  Italy  is  sterile 
a.iid  dreary  ;  patches  of  snow  are  seen 
i>n  the  siaes  of  the  mountains,  which 
s  w^eep  down  to  the  lake  ;  and  the  Path 
'ie  Sticre,  a  pinnacled  mountain  on  the 
L>ther  side  of  the  Yacherie,  with  its 


rocks  and  snows,  adds  to  its  wildness 
and  desolation. 

*'  A  colunm  opposite  to  the  middle 
of  the  water  marks  the  boundary  of 
Piedmont  and  the  Valais ;  above  and 
beyond  it,  is  the  little  plain  of  Jupiter, 
where  a  temple  formerly  stood,  and 
from  which  a  Boman  road  led  down 
on  the  Fiedmontese  side  of  the  pass. 
This  road  may  be  easily  traced  in  the 
hewn  rock,  and  the  remains  of  a  mas- 
sive pavement ;  but  not  a  vestige  of 
the  temple  is  left  above  the  surface. 

**  The  first  foundation  of  the  hos- 
pice has  been  attributed  by  some  to 
Louis  le  Debonnaire,  by  others  to  Char- 
lemagne. There  is  historical  evidence 
that  a  monastery  existed  on  the  Great 
St.  Bernard  before  the  year  851. 

"  The  present  hospice  was  founded 
in  962,  by  Bernard,  who  was  bom  of 
a  noble  uimily  of  Savoy,  at  the  cha- 
teau of  Menthon,  on  the  lake  of  An- 
necy.  A  determination  at  an  early 
age  to  devote  himself  to  an  ecclesias- 
tical life  induced  him  to  desert  his 
home  and  go  to  Aosta,  of  which  city 
he  afterwards  became  archdeacon. 
While  residing  there,  his  frequent 
intercourse  with  pilgprims  and  tra- 
vellers probably  suggested  to  him  as 
a  work  of  mercy  the  restoration  of 
the  convent  of  the  Mont  Joux,  and 
the  establishment  of  another  similar. 
He  became  the  founder  of  both 
houses,  gave  to  them  the  name,  and 

S laced  them  under  the  protection,  of 
is  favourite  saint,  Nicolas  de  Myra, 
as  tutelary  patron  of  these  establish- 
ments. By  degrees,  and  after  the 
canonization  of  Bernard,  his  name 
superseded  that  of  all  others,  and  has 
continued  attached  to  the  hospice  since 
1123.  He  died  in  1008,  after  having 
governed  the  convent  upwards  of  40 
years.  For  some  time  after  the  death 
of  St.  Bernard  the  hospice  was  ex- 
posed to  frequent  outrages  from  bar- 
barians who  traversed  the  mountains; 
and  its  records  of  the  11th  century 
present  a  succession  of  calamities. 

"  It  soon  acquired  celebrity  and 
opulence:  emperors,  sovereign  pontiffs, 
and  other  distinguished  persons,  dis- 
puted the  glory  of  fostermg  and  pro- 
tecting a  roundation  so  important  to 
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humanity.  In  the  contests  of  the  em- 
peror Frederic  Barbarossa  with  l>ope 
Alexander  III.  and  Humbert  count 
of  Maurienne,  diplomas  of  protection 
were  given  by  them  for  the  security 
of  persons  and  property  belonging 
to  tne  monastery.  As  early  as  1177, 
it  had,  in  various  dioceses,  88  bene- 
fices, in  priories,  cures,  chftteaux, 
and  farms;  it  had  lands  in  Sicily,  in 
Flanders,  and  in  England.  Its  cli- 
max of  riches  and  importance  was 
in  1480,  when  it  possessed  98  livings. 
Subsequently,  however,  the  Reforma- 
tion, political  changes  in  the  states, 
loss  of  distant  property,  disputes 
with  the  popes,  with  the  neighbour- 
ing states,  and  with  each  other, 
drove  the  monks  of  St  Bernard  to 
seek  even  eleemosynary  assistance. 
The  very  land  upon  which  their  noble 
duties  are  performed  has  been,  the 
subject  of  disputes  between  the  neieh- 
bouring  states.  Sardinia  claimed  it 
as  witlun  a  frontier  extending  to  the 
bridge  of  Nudri,  on  the  northern 
side;  but  the  Valaisans  established  a 
claim  to  it  as  within  the  diocese  of 
Sion,  by  bulls  of  the  popes  from 
Leo  IX.  to  Benoit  XIY.  The  hos- 
pice, therefore,  stands  within  the 
canton  of  the  Yalais;  but  its  autho- 
rity extends  only  to  the  middle  of  the 
lake,  on  the  borders  of  which  a  co- 
lumn is  fixed  as  a  line  of  demarcation. 
Very  little  property  in  land  still 
belongs  to  the  nospice;  a  vineyard 
at  Clarens,  and  a  farm  at  Boche,  in 
the  Fays  de  Yaud,  are  the  principal: 
their  resources  are  small,  and  in  aid  of 
them  collections  are  regularly  made 
in  the  Swiss  cantons." — Brochedon*s 
Passes  of  the  Alps. 

Bonaparte  rather  impoverished 
than  enriched  the  monks.  It  was 
true  that  he  had  assisted  them  with 
donations,  but  his  claims  upon  their 
funds  had  exceeded  his  oenefits ; 
that  they  had  had  40  men  quartered 
upon  them  for  months  together,  and 
60,000  had  passed  in  one  season,  and 
all  these  had  been  assisted. 

The  duties  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
St.  Bernard  and  their  servants  some- 
times lead  them  into  fatal  danger. 
On  the  17th  of  Dec.  1825,  a  party 


of  3  domestics  of  the  convent,  or 
Marronniers— one  of  them  was  Victor, 
a  worthy  man,  well  remembered  by 
Alpine  travellers — ^went  out  with  J 
dogs,  on  the  side  of  the  Vacdierie,  to 
search  at  a  dangerous  time  for  tra- 
vellers. They  met  one,  with  whom 
they  were  returning  to  the  oonvent, 
when  an  avalanche  overwhelmed  them, 
and  all  perished,  except  one  of  the 
dogs,  whose  prodigious  strength  and 
activity  enabled  it  to  escape.  Tht* 
bodies  of  poor  Victor  and  his  coid- 
panions  were  found  only  after  tlM 
melting  of  the  snow  in  the  fbUowioi; 
summer.  Nov.  12,  1845,  the  Clavan- 
dier  and  3  servants  were  bnried  b«?> 
neath  an  enormous  avalanche  &oa 
the  Mont  Mort,  which  covered  them 
15  ft  deep,  and  all  perished. 

"  There  is  one  scene  of  melancbolr 
interest  usually  visited  on  the  Sl 
Bernard — the  Morgue,  or  reoeptacV 
for  the  dead.  It  is  a  low  builmng  i 
few  yards  from  the  E.  extremity  of 
the  convent,  where  the  bodies  of  the 
unfortunate  victims  to  storms  and 
avalanches  in  these  mountains  hare 
been  placed.  They  have  generaUr 
been  round  frozen,  and  put  into  tlm 
horrid  receptacle  in  the  posture  ifi 
which  they  perished.  Here  masv 
have  '  dried  up  and  withered,'  asii 
on  some  even  the  clothes  have  re* 
mained  after  18  years.  From  thr 
rapid  evaporation  at  this  heigkt. 
the  bodies  had  dried  withoat  tbe 
usual  decay.  In  a  walled  enclosnn 
on  one  side  of  the  morgue  was  i 
great  accumulation  of  bones,  whiu, 
broken,  and  apparently  the  ga^thfr- 
ing  of  centuries.  Upon  this  rockr 
and  frozen  soil  they  could  not  borr 
the  dead,  and,  probably,  as  they  dr; 
up  without  offence,  t^ey  are  plarv^ 
here  for  the  chance  of  recognition.''' 
Passes  of  the  Alps. 

On  leaving  the  hospice  to  desccri 
to  the  Val  d'Aosta,  the  path  skirt« 
the  lake,  and  passes  between  it  and  tke 
Plain  de  Jupiter.  A  little  beyosc 
the  end  of  the  lake,  after  passiE? 
throuo'h  a  short  defile,  the  scene  opea^ 
towards  Italy,  into  the  basin  of  the 

Vacherie,  whore  the  cows    of  tfee 
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convent  are  pastured.  The  road  turns 
abruptly  to  the  right,  and  sweeps 
round  the  basin  to  descend  gradually 
to  the  plain  below. 

llie  yiew  on  first  looking  out  upon 
the  Vacherie,  from  the  gorge  in  the 
Mont  Mort,  is  very  fine,  the  moun- 
tains on  the  opposite  side  being  sub- 
lime in  form  and  elevation:  the  most 
striking  in  the  scene  is  the  Pain  de 
Sucref  celebrated  by  Saussure. 

At  the  lower  end  of  the  Vacherie 
the  path  winds  down  by  a  series  of 
zigzags,  and  thence  the  descent  is 
rapid  to 

St.  Semy,  a  dreary  little  village  ; 
Jhn,  H.  du  Alpes,  indifferent.  Here 
return  chars  to  Aosta  may  generally 
be  obtained  for  10  francs.  Travellers 
who  leave  Aosta  to  visit  the  hospice, 
in  a  char  for  St  Remy,  and  intend  to 
return,  cause  it  to  wait  for  them  there 
for  four  or. six  hours,  and  pay  20 
francs  for  the  char  for  the  day,  with 
a  buona-mano  to  the  postilion. 

Here  the  Piedmontese  custom-house 
is  placed.  From  St  Remy  the  road 
descends,  with  little  interest  in  the 
scenery,  to 

St.  Oyen, 

At  EtroubleSf  the  St  Bernard 
branch  of  the  Buttier  is  crossed,  and 
the  road  descends  to  the  village  of 
Gignod^  where  the  vegetation  TOgins 
to  luxuriate,  and  the  effects  of  an 
Italian  climate  are  felt  and  seen.  Here 
there  is  a  fine  peep  into  the  Val  Pel- 
Una.  From  Qignod  to  the  city  of 
Aosta,  the  richness  of  the  scenery  is 
constantly  increasing.  TrelUsed  vmes 
and  Indian  com  mark  the  approach 
to  the  Yal  d' Aosta;  and  the  first 
view  of  the  city  and  the  valley,  in  the 
descent  from  the  St  Bernard,  where 
the  background  is  filled  with  the  mag- 
nificent forms  and  snowy  summits  of 
the  mountains  above  the  Yal  deCogne, 
is  very  fine  indeed. 

Aosta  (Rte.  134). 


ROUTE  136. 

MARTIGNY  TO  AOSTA,  BY  THE  VAL  DE 
BAONES,     THE   OOL    DES    FENfiTRES, ' 
AND  VAL  PELLINA. 

Martigny.  Uoara. 

St.  Branchier,  char-rood  .  2i 

Chables \\ 

Lourtier     .....  1^ 

Qetros,  bridle-road     .     .  2i 

Torembeo a 

Valpellhia 8 

Aosta,  char-road    ...  3 

This  valley  can  be  visited  with  con- 
venience since  the  establishment  of  an 
Inn  at  Getroz. 

Martigny  io  St.  Branchier  (Rte.  135). 

From  St.  Branchier  a  good  mule- 
track  leads  up  the  valley  of  Bagnes, 
which  is  very  fertile,  to 

Chables  {Inn :  H.  Perrodia,  country 
quarters),  the  principal  village  in  the 
valley.  Here  the  glacier  of  Getroz 
comes  into  sight.    Tte  valley  is  nar- 
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row,  ftbonndingin  gorges,  and  offering 
many  fine  scenes  to  the  pencil  of  the 
trayeller.  At  Champsec  a  small  Inn. 
The  char-road  ends  at  Lourtier,  ^  hr. 
further  (no  regular  inn).  Above  this 
place  the  gorge  of  the  Drance  be- 
comes still  narrower.  It  opens  out 
somewhat  at  the  junction  of  the 
stream  flowing  from  the  great  Glacier 
of  Corbassiere,  filling  the  W.  branch 
of  the  vallej  on  the  N.  side  of  the 
peak  of  the  OrandComhm,  or  Graffeneire. 
This,  the  giant  of  this  part  of  the 
Pennine  chain,  14,134  ft.  in  height,  is 
known  in  the  Val  de  Bagnes  only  by 
the  name  Graffeneire,  the  name  Mont 
Combin  beine  given  to  a  lower  peak 
on  the  W.  side  of  the  glacier  of 
Corbassi^re.  The  summit  was  first 
reached  in  1857  by  two  chasseurs  of 
Lourtier,  and  later  in  the  same  year 
by  Mr.  W.  Mathews.  Two  brothers 
named  Ballay,  of  St.  Pierre,  discovered 
a  new  way  to  the  summit  in  1858  by 
the  Col  de  la  Maison  Blanche,  N.E.  of 
the  glacier  of  Yalsorey.  Not  more 
than  7  or  8  ascents  have  been  made. 
Very  poor  accommodation  is  found 
in  the  chfilets  of  Corbassidre. 

Following  the  main  valley  from  Lour- 
tier, in  about  1^  hr.  the  path  reaches 

Pont  de  Mcmvoisitij  a  lofty  stone- 
arched  bridge,  at  the  upper  Umit  of 
trees,  by  which  you  pass  from  the 
rt.  to  the  1.  bank  of.  the  Drance,  ad- 
joining a  small  hamlet,  not  fiur  below 
the  glaciers  of  Getroz. 

Oetroz  Itm — favourite  quarters  for 
mountaineers — in  the  centre  of  nu- 
merous excursions  and  passes.  Ber- 
trand  Trolliet  is  a  good  guide. 

Debacle.  The  descent  of  the  glaciers 
of  Getroz  from  the  Mont  Pleureur 
was  the  cause  of  the  interruption 
of  the  waters  of  the  Drance,  which 
formed  a  lake  and  burst  its  bounds  in 
1595,  carrying  off  in  its  destructive 
course  more  than  140  persons  from 
the  valley,  besides  houses  and  cattle. 
A  more  recent  inundation,  that  of 
1818,  from  a  similar  cause,  has  left 
fearful  traces  of  its  overwhelming 
power.    Among  the  boulders  brought 


down  by  that  event,  is  one  which 
contains  above  14O0  cubic  ft;  and  the 
height  which  the  waters  then  at- 
tained is  yet  distinctly  marked  where 
the  land,  then  covered,  is  even  now 
desolate. 

"  Vast  blocks  of  stone,"  savs 
Brockedon,  in  his  *  Excursions  in  tbe 
Alps,'  "  which  were  driven  and  de- 
posited there  by  the  force  of  the 
waters,  now  strew  the  valley;  and 
sand  and  pebbles  present  an  arid  sur- 
face where  rich  pasturases  were  seen 
before  the  catastrophe.  The  quaatit  r 
and  violence  of  the  water  soddenlV 
disengaged,  and  the  velocity  of  ii* 
descent,  presented  a  force  which  Hbe 
mind  may  calculate,  but  cannot  cod- 
ceive. 

**  In  the  spring  of  1818  the  peopk 
of  the  valley  of  Bagnes  hecam^ 
alarmed  on  observing  the  low  state  of 
the  waters  of  the  Dranoe,  at  a  seasoa 
when  the  melting  of  the  snows  usa- 
ally  enlarged  the  torrent;  and  t^^ 
alarm  was  increased  by  the  records  of 
similar  appearances  before  the  dread- 
ful inundation  of  1595. 

"  In  April,  1818,  some  persos£ 
went  up  tne  valley  to  ascertain  th« 
cause  of  the  deficiency  of  water,  aaf 
they  discovered  that  vast  masses  cf 
the  glaciers  of  Getroz,  and  avalanrha 
of  snow,  had  fallen  into  a  narrow  ^r. 
of  the  valley  between  Mont  Fleurecr 
and  Mont  Mauvoisin,  and  formed  t 
dike  of  ice  and  snow  600  ft.  widr 
and  400  ft.  high,  on  a  base  of  300C>  fL 
behind  which  the  waters  of  t&e 
Drance  had  accumulated,  and  fonoec: 
a  lake  above  7000  ft  long.  H.  Te- 
nets, the  engineer  of  the  V  allaisy  wx? 
consulted,  and  he  inunediatelv  ot- 
cided  upon  cutting  a  gallery  throust 
this  barrier  of  ice,  60  ft.  above  tbt 
level  of  the  water  at  the  time  of  cos- 
mencing,  and  where  the  dike  was  »^* 
ft.  thick.  He  calculated  upon  makuc 
a  tunnel  through  this  mass  before  tt' 
water  should  have  risen  60  ft  hi^t ' 
in  the  lake.  On  the  10th  of  May  tht 
work  was  hegtm  by  gangs  of  50  mrtL 
who  relieved  each  ouier,  and  worked. 
without  intermission,  day  and  night 
with  inconceivable  courage  and  per^ 
severance,  neither    deterred    by  th* 
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daily  occuning  danger  from  the  fell- 
ing of  fresh  masses  of  the  glacier,  nor 
by  the  rapid  increase  of  the  water  in 
the  lake,  which  rose  62  ft  in  34  days 
— on  an  average  nearly  2  ft  each 
day;  but  it  once  rose  5  R.  in  one  day, 
and  threatened  each  moment  to  burst 
the  dike  by  its  increasing  pressure; 
or,  rising  in  a  more  rapid  proportion 
than  the  men  could  proceed  witn  their 
work,  render  their  efforts  abortive,  by 
rising  above  them.  Sometimes  dreaa- 
ful  noises  were  heard,  as  the  pressure 
of  the  water  detached  masses  of  ice 
from  the  bottom,  which,  floating,  pre- 
sented so  much  of  their  bulk  above 
the  water  as  led  to  the  belief  that 
some  of  them  were  70  ft.  thick.  The 
men  persevered  in  their  fearful  duty 
"ivithout  any  serious  accident;  and 
though  suffering  severely  from  cold 
and  wet,  and  surrounded  by  dangers 
which  cannot  be  justly  described,  by 
the  4th  of  June  they  had  accomplished 
an  opening  600  ft  long;  but  naving 
be^un  their  work  on  both  sides  of  the 
dike  at  the  same  time,  the  place  where 
they  ought  to  have  met  was  20  ft. 
lower  on  one  side  of  the  lake  than  on 
the  other;  it  was  fortunate  that  lat- 
terly the  Increase  of  the  perpendicular 
height  of  the  water  was  less,  owing  to 
the  extension  of  its  surfece.  l%ey 
proceeded  to  level  the  highest  side  of 
the  tunnel,  and  completed  it  just  be- 
fore the  water  reached  them.  On  the 
evening  of  the  13th  the  water  began 
to  flow.  At  first  the  opening  was  not 
large  enough  to  carry  off  the  supplies 
of  water  which  the  lake  received,  and 
it  rose  2  ft  above  the  tunnel;  but  this 
soon  enlarged  from  the  action  of  the 
-water,  as  it  melted  the  floor  of  the 
^;^ery,  and  the  torrent  rushed 
through.  In  32  hrs.  the  lake  sunk 
10  ft.,  and  during  the  following  24 
hrs.  20  ft.  more ;  in  a  few  days  it  would 
have  been  emptied;  for  the.  floor 
melting,  and  bemg  driven  off  as  the 
water  escaped,  kept  itself  below  the 
level  of  the  water  within;  but  the 
cataract  which  issued  from  the  gal- 
lery melted  and  broke  up  also  a  large 
portion  of  the  base  of  the  dike  w^hich 
had  served  as  its  buttress;  its  resist- 
ance decreased  faster  than  the  pres- 


sure of  the  lake  lessened,  and  at  4 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  16th  of 
June  the  dike  burst,  and  in  half  an 
hour  the  water  escaped  through  the 
breach,  and  left  the  lake  empty. 

"  The  greatest  accummation  of 
water  had  been  800,000,000  of  cubic 
feet;  the  tunnel,  before  the  disruption, 
had  carried  off  nearly  330,000,000 — 
Escher  says,  270,000,000;  but  he 
neglected  to  add  60,000,000  which 
flowed  into  the  lake  in  3  days.  In 
half  an  hour,  530,000,000  cubic  ft 
of  water  passed  through  the  breach, 
or  300,000  ft.  per  second;  which 
is  5  times  greater  in  quantity  than 
the  waters  of  the  Rhine  at  Basle, 
where  it  is  1300,  English  ft.  wide. 
In  one  hour  and  a  half  the  water 
reached  Martigny,  a  distance  of  8 
leagues.  Through  the  first  70,000 
ft  it  passed  with  the  velocity  of 
33  ft  per  second — four  or  five 
times  raster  than  the  most  rapid 
river  known;  yet  it  was  charged  with 
ice,  rocks,  earth,  trees,  houses,  cattle, 
and  men;  34  persons  were  lost,  400 
cottages  swept  away,  and  the  da- 
mage done  in  the  2  hrs.  of  its  deso- 
lating power  exceeded  a  million  of 
Swiss  livres.  All  the  people  of  the 
valley  had  been  cautioned  ag^nst  the 
danger  of  a  sudden  irruption;  yet  it 
was  fatal  to  so  many.  Alt  the  bridges 
in  its  course  were  swept  away,  and 
among  them  the  bridge  of  Mauvoisin, 
which  was  elevated  90  feet  above  the 
ordinary  height  of  the  Drance.  If 
the  dike  had  remained  untouched,  and 
it  could  have  endured  the  pressure 
until  the  lake  had  reached  tJie  level 
of  its  top,  a  volume  of  1,700,000,000 
cubic  feet  of  water  would  have  been 
accumulated  there,  and  a  devastation 
much  more  fatal  and  extensive  must 
have  been  the  consequence.  From 
this  greater  danger  the  people  of  the 
valley  of  the  Drance  were  preserved 
by  the  heroism  and  devotion  of  the 
brave  men  who  effected  the  formation 
of  the  gallery  in  the  dike,  under  the 
direction  of  M.  Venetz.  I  know  no 
instance  on  record  of  courage  equal 
to  this,  their  risk  of  life  was  not  for 
fame  or  for  riches — ^they  had  not  the 
usual  excitements  to  personal  risk  in 
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a  world's  applause  or  gazetted  promo- 
tioD, — their  devoted  courage  was  to 
save  the  lives  and  property  of  their 
fellow-men,  not  to  aestroy  them. 
Thej  steadily  and  heroically  perse- 
vered in  their  labours,  amidst  dangers 
such  as  a  field  of  battle  never  pre- 
sented. 

'*  But  the  skill  of  M.  Yenetz  was  not 
limited  in  its  application  to  emptying 
the  lake:  his  abilities  have  been  pro- 
perly directed  to  the  prevention  of 
such  another  catastrophe,  for  the  lia- 
bility to  its  recurrence  was  obvious. 
Not  one-twentieth  part  of  the  ice 
which  formed  the  barrter  had  been 
removed  when  the  dike  burst,  and 
fresh  masses  were  still  falling  from 
Mont  Pleureur  and  Mont  Mauvoisin, 
the  mountains  of  which  the  bases 
formed  the  buttresses  to  the  dike;  in 
fact  the  dike  was  again  accumulating 
so  rapidly,  that  at  the  end  of  1819  the 
barrier  was  almost  as  complete  as  be- 
fore its  bursting  from  the  pressure  of 
the  lake. 

^  It  became,  therefore,  an  important 
object  to  prevent  a  repetition  of  the 
former  catastrophe,  by  the  adoption 
of  such  means  as  would  prevent,  or  at 
least  diminish,  the  increase  of  the 
barrier.  Blasting  by  gunpowder  was 
found  impracticable,  from  the  diffi- 
culty of  nring  the  powder  at  consi- 
derable depths  in  the  ice,  and  from 
the  comparatively  small  masses  re- 
moved by  this  means.  After  much 
consideration  and  many  trials,  a  mode 
has  been  adopted  and  put  in  execu- 
tion by  M.  Yenetz,  which  promises 
the  greatest  success. 

"  M.  Yenetz  had  remarked  that  the 
glacier  could  not  support  itself  where 
the  river  was  of  a  certain  width,  but 
fell  into  it  and  was  dissolved ;  whereas, 
where  the  river  was  comparatively 
narrow,  the  ice  and  snow  formed  a 
vault  over  it,  and  consequently  tended 
to  the  preservation  of  any  portion 
falling  from  the  glacier  above.  Per- 
ceiving also  the  effect  of  the  river  in 
dissolving  the  part  it  came  in  contact 
with,  he  formed  and  executed  the  de- 
sign of  bringing  the  streams  of  the 
neighbouring  mountains  by  a  canal  to 
Mauvoisin,  opposite  the  highest  part 


of  the  glacier  where  it  touched  that 
mountain.  From  hence  it  was  con- 
ducted by  wooden  troughs  on  to  the 
glacier  in  a  direction  parallel  to  the 
valley.  The  water  was  divided  into 
two  streams;  one  falling  nearly  on 
the  one  edge  of  the  Drance,  ana  the 
other  on  the  other;  and  having  been 
warmed  by  the  sun  in  its  course,  soon 
cut  very  deep  channels  in  the  ice. 
When  they  reached  the  river  the 
troughs  were  removed  a  few  feet^  and 
thus  the  stream  produced  the  effbct  of 
a  saw,  which,  dividing  the  ice,  forced 
the  portion  between  them  to  fall  into 
the  Drance. 

**  When  the  weather  is  fine,  these 
streams,  which  are  not  more  than  4 
or  5  inches  in  diameter,  act  with  ex- 
traordinary power,  piercing  a  hol^ 
200  feet  dEeep  and  6  feet  in  diameter 
in  24  hours.  They  are  calculated  to 
remove  100,000  cubical  feet  of  ke 
from  the  barrier  daily,  and  it  is  sap- 
posed  that  if  the  weather  is  fiw 
the  whole  will  be  removed  in  thrve 
years. 

**  At  the  end  of  the  season  of  182i 
the  Drance  remained  covered  only  fur 
a  length  of  480  feet;  whereas,  at  tbe 
commencement  of  the  operation,  ic 
was  covered  over  a  length  of  lar-* 
feet.  M.  Yenetz  estimates  the  qoaa- 
tity  of  ice  re^ioved  in  1822  as  between 
11  and  12  millions  of  cubical  feet."— 
^t6.  Univ,  xxii.  58. 

'^The  main  glacier  of  G^tros  L*e3 
high  up  amidst  the  defiles  of  Moat 
Pleureur,  and  is  not  visible  from  the 
path  along  the  opposite  side  of  th^ 
valley.  The  glacier  which  did  the 
mischief,  now  reduced  in  size,  resem- 
bles a  mass  of  unmelted  snow,  lyini: 
in  the  depths  of  the  defile,  ana  is 
reality  consists  of  fragments  irhic^ 
have  fallen  from  the  upper  elacicr 
over  a  cliff  of  enormous  hei^t,  ai 
whose  edge  it  terminates.  The  defib 
is  so  narrow  that  these  dirty  falkc 
fragments  still  partially  bar  the  conrsf 
of  the  river,  and  must  continue  t»> 
choke  the  outlet  until  a  tonne!  b^ 
formed  for  the  passage  of  the  water 
beneath  them." — See  Forbef, 
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The  path  bow  lies  across  the  bed 
of  the  glacier-lake,  whose  bursting 
did  so  much  mischief:  4  hours'  walk 
from  Chable;  1^  hour  further  lie  the 
chalets  of  Torembec,  above  Getrox, 
which  can  be  reached  in  good  time  in 
one  day  from  Martigny;  and  those 
who  wish  to  cross  the  glaciers  can 
sleep  there,  or  at  Chermontane,  and 
reach  Aosta  on  the  following  day. 

The  ascent  of  the  upper  part  of  the 
valley,  crossing  to  the  1.  bank  of  the 
Brance,  presents  scenes  of  greater 
grandeur  than  any  below.  As  the 
valley  turns  to  the  S.E.  several  gla- 
ciers come  into  sight,  that  of  Bre- 
nay  is  passed  on  uie  1.,  and  that  of 
Darand,  descending  on  the  rL  from 
the  Mont  Combin,  stretches  over 
across  the  Drance.  It  requires  to  be 
traversed  in  order  to  reach  the  pas- 
tares,  on  which  stand  the  ch&lets  of 
Chermontane,  on  the  W.  of  the  valley, 
at  the  foot  of  the  Mont  AvriL  These 
are  on  a  larger  scale  than  usual,  and 
they  afford  the  best  quarters  for  any 
ODe  seeking  to  explore  the  neighbour- 
mg  mountains;  but  a  chalet  is,  at  the 
best*  a  very  comfortless  stopping-place. 
The  Mont  Avril,  whose  summit  is  easily 
reached  from  these  chalets  in  4  hrs., 
commands  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
neighbouring  Alps. 

[From  the  chalets  of  Chermontane 
;here  is  a  somewhat  difficult  and  labo- 
*ioaa  glacier  pass,  the  Col  du  Mont 
lowje,  leading  to  the  head  of  Yal 
I'Heremence,  the  W.  branch  of  the 
iiringer-thal,  or  Val  d'Erin.  From 
hence  Sion  mi^ht  be  reached  on  the 
ame  day;  or,  by  crossing  the  ridge 
eparating  the  glacier  aHer^mence 
rom  the  Combe  d'Arolla,  it  is  pos- 
ible  to  push  on  to  the  comfortable 
in  at  Evolena.  In  either  case  the 
ay's  journey  is  a  severe  one,  fit  only 
)r  well-trained  pedestrians.]  Ber- 
ard  Trolliet,  of  Getroz,  is  considered 
ie  best  chasseur  and  guide  in  the  Yal 
e  Baenes. 

Professor  Forbes  did  not  descend 
•  the  chilets,  but  keeping  high  up  on 
le  flanks  of  Mont  Avril,  skirting  the 
acier,  mounted  by  a  tedious  but  not 
fficnlt  ascent  to  the 


Col  dea  Fenitres,  9213  feet  above  the 
sea-leveL  Calvin  fled  by  this  pass 
from  Aosta  in  1541. 

**  The  view  towards  Italy  la  won- 
derfully striking.  The  mountains  (of 
Cogne)  beyond  Aosta,  and  the  glaciers 
of  Buitor,  are  spread  out  in  the  dis- 
tance, and  beneath  we  have  the  ex- 
ceeding deep  valley  of  Ollomont,  com- 
municating with  the  Yal  Pelline, 
which  is  itself  a  tributary  of  the  Yal 
d' Aosta.  It  is  enclosed  by  ridges  of 
the  most  fSemtastic  and  savage  gran- 
deur, which  descend  from  the  moun- 
tains on  either  side  of  the  Col  on  the 
N.£.  from  Mont  Combin,  rising  to  a 
height  of  14,200  ft.,  and  on  the  S.£. 
from  Mont  Oelee,  12,000  ft  high, 
and  almost  too  steep  to  bear  snow, 
presenting  a  perfect  ridge  of  pyra- 
midal aiguilles  stretching  towards  Yal 
Pellma.'^-Pro/.  Forbes. 

The  course  from  the  Col  des  FenS- 
tres  to  Yal  Pellina  is  to  skirt  the  base 
of  the  peaky  ridges  of  Mont  Gelee, 
passing  a  small  lake  by  a  rapid  de- 
scent, and  reaching  the  pastures.  The 
descent  is  long  and  fatieuing  to 
Balme,  the  first  hamlet,  and  to  Ollo- 
mont, where  there  are  traces  of  an 
aqueduct  built  by  the  Romans  for  the 
supply  of  water  to  Augusta  Prsstoria. 
Thence  the  road  descends  through 
the  village  of  Yal  Pellina,  whence  the 
path  \eaaa  along  the  L  bank  of  the 
river  till  it  joins  the  main  road,  about 
2  m.  from 

Aosta.    (Rte.  134.) 
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ROUTE  137. 

M\RTiaNY  TO  OOURMAVEUK. 

A.  BY  THE  OOL  DE  FERflEX. 

B.  BT  THE  COL  DE  LA  FENETRS. 
a   BT  TBE  CX>L  DE  SERENA. 

A.  Col  de  Ferrex. 

Honrt. 
Martigny. 

Orsiires       4 

La  Folie 2^ 

ColFerrex 2 

Oonmuiyenr 4 

The  most  direct  route  from  Mar- 
cigny  and  the  Valais  to  the  S.  side  of 
Mont  Blanc  is  by  the  Col  de  Ferrez. 
The  scenery  on  the  Piedmontese  side 
is  fine,  bnt  wants  yariety. 

An  active  pedestrian  will  accom- 
plish the  distance  in  llf  hrs. 

The  route  from  Martigny  to  Or- 
5;i^re8  has  been  described  Kte.  135. 

At  Orsiires  a  path  turns  off  on  the 
rt.,  enters  the  Vat  Ferrex,  which  is  the 
name  given  to  the  valley  on  the  Swiss 
side  mounting  towards  the  Col,  as 
irell  as  to  the  Piedmontese  vfiUey  de- 


scending fW>m  thence  tDwardsCoor' 
mayenr,  and  forming,  in  fiict,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  AU^  Blanche.  Th« 
road  to  the  Col  mounts  along  the 
bank  of  the  torrent^  and,  after 
pursuing  a  tolerable  road  to  Issett, 
the  principal  village,  4^  hrs.  dis- 
tant from  Martigny,  ascends  ra- 
pidly towards  th«  higher  hamlets  of 
Pra  le  Fort  and  Branche.  The  mooa- 
tains  which  bound  the  Talley  to- 
wards the  W.  are  lofty,  and  crovoed 
with  the  northern  extremity  of  thoir 
vast  glaciers  of  the  chain  of  Moat 
Blanc  which  descend  towards  the  T' 
Ferrex,  as  the  glaciers  of  Saleoa,  Pv- 
talet,  and  Neuve. 

There  is  nothing,  howerer,  r^ 
markable  in  the  scenery  of  the  Sv&» 
Yal  Ferrex.  The  route  lesds  up  a 
succession  of  rather  flat  diviaoiis  ?^ 
the  valley,  from  Isaert  to  the  C^i-' 
(U  Folie^  distant  2  hrs.  On  the  n 
the  short  transversal  valleys  descc?*. 
ing  from  the  N.E.  end  of  the  Moc 
Blanc  chain  are  the  channels  f' 
glaciers. 

Above  the  Ch&lets  de  Folie  ±' 
usual  path  to  the  Col  Ferrex  lai- 
up  through  the  Ch&lets  of  Ferrex,  0^^^ 
the  detritus  of  a  mountain  which  k^ 
in  the  year  1776,  burying  the  pas- 
turages of  Banderai.  Near  to  tkir 
ch&lets  two  paths  separate — that  <-: 
the  1.  leading  over  the  Col  de  - 
Fendtre  to  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  rlis 
on  the  rt  to  the  Col  Frrrfr. 

[A  short  path  leads  to  another  Cx 
close  to  the  chain  of  M.  Blanc,  calW 
the  LiiUe  Ferrex,  It  is  not  a  ■}**> 
path,  and  the  distant  views  are  tsS'- 
rior.  The  paths  re-unite  at  Pr^  f.- 
Bar.] 

The  woods  and  pasturages  of  pi~ 
of  the  Val  Ferrex  belong  to  the  Con- 
vent of  the  Great  St.  Bernard,  a: 
at  this  distance  firom  the  ho^oe  ^ 
or  5  leagues)  the  brethren  obtaia  s'l 
their  wood  and  some  hay,  whidi  i 
conveyed  to  them  by  mules  over  tbi 
Col  de  la  Fenetre. 

From  the  crest  of  the  Col^  the  n** 
along  the  S.E.  side  of  Mont  BU^h 
towards   piedmont,    is   one    of  t^**! 


Pied!'  ^  Savoy.  route  137,— col  de  la  fenetre. 
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scenes  celebrated  by  Saussare.  The 
iye  is  carried  through  the  Val  d*£ii- 
troves  and  the  All^  Bhinche  to 
the  Col  de  la  Seigne,  an  extent 
}f  30 .  m.  Nnmeroos  glaciers  are 
seen  on  the  rt.,  streaming  down  into 
.he  valley  from  the  ridge  of  Mont' 
[JiaDc;  but  the  '*  Monarch"  himself 
snot  seen—the  enormous  masses  of 
he  Grand  Jorasse  and  the  Gdant 
:onceal  him  in  this  view.  In  the 
opposite  direction,  the  Swiss  Val 
'^errex  is  seen,  bounded  on  either  side 
ly  lof^  mountains,  and  the  distance 
5  limited  only  by  the  Bernese  Alps. 

The  descent  is  over  a  soft  slaty  soil, 
a  which  the  tracks  of  sheep  and 
attle  have  cut  deep  trenches,  in  which 
f  a  man  stand  he  is  half  concealed. 
0  min.  below  the  Col  a  cross  is 
ilaced  on  the  edge  of  a  precipice 
rhich  the  path  passes.  It  serves  to 
foide  the  course  of  the  ascending  tra- 
eller,  though  ttom  below  it  seems 
0  be  placed  on  a  pyramidal  mass  of 
ock  which  it  would  be  impossible  to 
ttain.  Far  in  the  deep  valjey  the 
tream  flowing  into  Italy  appears  like 
thread  of  silver. 

An  hour  and  a  half  of  fatiguing 
escent  brings  the  traveller  to  the 
IhWets  of  Pre  de  Bar.  (fnn:  toler- 
ble.) 

Near  Pr6  de  Bar  the  vast  glacier 
r  Triolet  sweeps  down  from  the 
"est  which  divides  this  glacier  from 
le  masses,  which,  on  the  other  side, 
*rm  the  glacier  of  Tal^fre.  Below 
le  glacier  of  Triolet,  the  road  de- 
!enc&  by  a  fatiguing  path,  amidst 
wks  and  stones  and  hushes,  pre- 
tnting  s  scene  of  Alpine  desola- 
m.  The  valley  is  very  narrow,  and 
jch  rift  on  the  mountain  side  towards 
'out  Blanc  has  its  glacier  hanging 
»wn  from  the  summit.  Not  less 
an   7   distinct  glaciers  are  passed 

the  course  of  this  valley  oefore 
aching  the  village  of  Entr^ves,  near 

Cormayeur.  These  chiefly  de- 
ad from  the  masses  which  form  the 
*and  Jorasse,  and  the  remarkable 
ak  of  the  Geant^  A  few  miserable 
lages  in  the  Val  d'Bntr^ves  are 
ssed.  The  highest  is  Sagion ;  those 
low  are  Pre-sec  and  FUn-pansier, 


More  than  half  the  length  of  the  val- 
ley is  passed,  on  the  descent,  before 
Mont  Blanc  is  seen.  AVIien  its  pro- 
digious mass  opens  to  the  view,  the 
effect  is  overwhelming.  The  rugged- 
ness  of  the  descent  is  increased  by 
passing  over  the  debris  of  a  mountain 
fall  beneath  the  Geant  This  passed, 
the  river,  which  descends  through  the 
Val  d'Entrdves,  is  crossed,  the  village 
of  Entrdves  is  left  on  the  rt.,  and, 
winding  along  a  path  by  the  side  of 
the  mountain,  you  reach 
Courmayew  (Bte.  134). 


IL  Coldela  FenHre. 

By  allowinff  2  easy  days  for  the  jour- 
ney fhnn  A&rtigny  to  Courmavenr 
the  pedestrian  ma^  combine  a  visit  to 
the  St  Bernard  with  the  view  of  the 
All^  Blanche  from  the  Col  de  Ferrex. 
which  is  one  of  the  striking  scenes  in 
the  tour  of  Mont  Blanc.  Going  on 
the  first  day  to  the  Hospice  of  the 
St.  Bernard  (Kte.  135),  he  may  take 
a  guide  to  lead  him  from  thence  by 
tbe  Col  de  la  Fenetre  to  the  head  of  the 
Swiss  Val  Ferret  The  way  is  pretty 
well  traced,  as  wood  is  carried  by  this 
track  to  the  Hospice ;  but  a  little  firesh 
snow  would  be  sufficient  to  conceal  it, 
when  it  would  be  very  difficult  to 
find  the  true  direction.  3^  hrs. 
suffice  to  reach  the  point  where  thi^ 
path  leads  into  the  ordinary  route 
from  Orsi^res  to  the  Col  de  Ferrex,  a 
little  below  the  summit  of  the  pass. 


c.  Col  de  Serena, 

This  is  the  best  route  for  pe- 
destrians who  wish  to  pass  the  Great 
St.  Bernard,  and  then  to  reach  Coor- 
mayenr  by  the  shortest  wa^.  It  is 
not,  however,  a  very  interesting  pass. 
The  shortest  course  is  to  follow  a 
path  which  turns  to  the  rt.  dose  to 
the  Vacherie  of  the  Hospice,  and, 
winding  round  the  slppes  of  the  moqa<« 
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tains,  reaches  the  ch&let  at  the  foot  of 
the  Col  de  Serena,  where  it  joins  the 
regular  track.  This  is  a  considerable 
short-cut,  but  is  very  fatiguing,  and 
requires  a  local  guide.  A  good  walker 
may  easily  get  to  Courmayeur  this 
way  in  7  hrs.  The  ordinary  route, 
which  is  passable  for  mules,  descends 
as  far  as  St  Remy  on  the  way  towards 
Aosta.  You  there  take  the  road  to 
the  rt  to  the  village  of  Bosses,  then 
through  fields  for  |  hr.,  and  you 
arrive  at  the  foot  of  the  Col.  Half  an 
hr.'s  ascent  through  a  pine-forest 
brings  you  to  the  ^last  chalet,  where 
milk  and  cheese  may  be  obtained  as 
long  as  tiie  cows  are  on  the  mountain. 
Here,  instead  of  following  a  road  to 
the  rt.,  go  up  the  mountain  by  a  zipag 
path  immediately  behind  the  chalet, 
and  1^  hr^s.  good  walking  will  land 
you  on  the  top  of  the  Col.  This 
part  of  the  road  is  exceedingly 
steep,  but  the  view  from  the  sum- 
mit well  rewards  your  labour.  The 
scenery  is  very  wild,  especially  to- 
wards the  N.  and  N.W.,  offering  a 
great  contrast  to  the  beautifully  cul- 
tivated valley  of  Aosta,  which  shortly 
afterwards  (just  above  the  village  of 
Merges)  you  see  extended  at  your 
feet.  From  Merges  to  Morgez,  on 
the  high  road  between  Aosta  and 
Courmayeur  (Rte.  134),  is  a  walk 
down  a  stony  path  of  about  ^  hr. 
Thence  to  Courmayeur  2  hrs.  walk  ; 
in  all  about  9  hrs,  from  the  Hospice. 
The  Serena  abounds  with  ptarmigan 
and  chamois. 

There  is  another  pass,  called  the 
Cdi  de  St,  Remy,  by  which  the  Val 
Ferrex  may  be  reached  on  the  Pied- 
moutese  side  of  the  Col.  There  is  no 
advantage  in  this.  It  is  longer 
than  the  Serena,  and  you  lose  the 
view  of  the  All^  Blanche  from  the 
Col  de  Ferrex. 


ROUTE  138. 

GENEVA  TO  CHAMOtTKT. 

86  kilom.=:53|  Eng.  m. 

lOL      Enz-a 


Geneva. 

BoonevlUe  ...    28 

B     iTi 

St.  Martin  ...    30 

S     l*t 

Cbamonni   ...    38 

»    ITi 

Diligences  (several  daily)  to  &l)^' 
tin  or  Sallenches  (6  hrs.),  there  ^ 
changed  for  light  post-chars  soit*^'' 
the  rest  of  the  roao,  which  is  verr^ 
and  rough,  and,  though  only  17 j  v 
takes  from  St  Martin  to  Chaat^s 
5  hrs.  A  carriage  and  pair  ■** 
80  frs.  Pedestrians  will  find  s « 
pleasant  to  walk  from  St  Ml'V 
to  Chamouni,  and  will  tniTe-rse  *> 
distance  in  about  4  or  5  hrs.  0:  > 
account  be  deluded  intopajing^it^'^ 
double  journey  by  diligence  or  •  i** 
wise,  to  return  to  Genera.  TImp?' 
several  routes  from  Chamonoi  d  p '' 
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Qterest,  by  which  you  may  avoid  re- 
racing  your  steps  by  the  same  road. 

TraTellers  posting  in  their  own 
arriages  must  send  them  round  from 
)U  Martin  or  Ghamouni  to  Martigny, 
f  they  intend  crossing  the  Tdte  l^ire 
*r  Col  de  Balme. 

Geneya  is  left  for  Ghamouni  by 
iie  Grande  Place  and  the  new  quarter 
a  the  site  of  the  levelled  Porte  de 
ive.  For  some  miles  the  road  is 
oed  with  neat  villas  and  gardens. 

Chesne — on  the  Seime — is  one  of 
18  largest  villages  in  the  republic 
he  TokA  ofiers  some  fine  views  of 
le  L  Voirons,  rt.  Mont  Saldve, 
ke  picturesque  red  Gh&teau  de  Mor- 
!x,  and  the  range  of  the  Jura. 
)on  after  leaving  Ghesne,  the  road 
osses  a  little  stream,  the  Foron, 
lich  has  its  source  in  the  Yoirons, 
d  is  the  boundary  between  the  can- 
Q  of  Geneva  and  the  Savoy  frontier. 

little  beyond  it,  at  Annemasse, 
the  station  of  the  French  douane. 
I  the  first  rising  ground  beyond, 
i  M6le^  a  conical  mountain,  is  seen 

all  its  height,  5800  feet,  partly 
icealin^  the  only  hollow  in  the 
ige  of  mountains  beyond,  up  which 
\  course  to  Ghamouni  lies. 

3eyond  Annemasae  the  road  runs 
the  valley  of  the  Arve,  in  which 
blanched  stones  mark  by  their 
adth  how  furious  the  river  must 
after  storms.  A  new  road,  well 
ineered,  and  a  handsome  lofty 
Ige,  effect  the  passage  of  the 
loge,  nearly  on  a  level,  avoiding 
arduous  descent  and  ascent  of  the 
road.  It  next  passes  over  an  ele- 
)d  plain,  and  soon  reaches 

he  village  of  Namgy,  A  little 
>nd  there  are  some  ruins  on  the 
t;  and,  after  passing  Gontamines, 
leen  ihose  oi  the  Chdteau  of  Fau' 
fy  thatffives  its  name  to  the  pro- 
e  of  JFaucigny.  The  road  now 
3S  SO  near  to  the  Mdle,  that  this 
dtain  is  an  imposing  and  beautiful 
>£^      Upon  it  an  obelisk  has  been 

one  of  the  points  in  a  trigono- 

ical    survey  of  Savoy.      Beyond 


Gontamines  the  road  declines.  The 
mountains  which  bound  the  Arve  pre- 
sent a  bold  aspect,  and  the  entrance  is 
striking,  through  an  avenue  of  trees,  to 

Bonneville  {Inns:  Gouronne;  Ba- 
lances), before  the  annexation  to 
France  the  chief  place  in  the  province 
of  Faucigny;  it  is  in  the  diocese  of 
Annecy,  and  had  a  prefecture.    The 

Sopulation,  once  3000,  has  gradually 
windled  to  1500. 

The  top  of  the  Mole  may  be  reached 
from  this  in  3A  hrs. 

A  road  leads  over  the  hills  from 
this  place  to  Annecy;  thence  Railway 
to  Aix  les  Bains  (Bte.  152). 

At  the  end  of  the  stone  bridge, 
built  1753,  over  the  Arve,  is  a 
Golumn  erected  in  honour  of  Garlo 
Felice,  and  in  gratitude  for  his  hav- 
ing added  to  9ie  security  of  their 
town  by  the  formation  of  strong  em- 
bankments, to  restrain  the  furious 
Arve.  It  is  surmounted  by  a  statue 
of  the  Bong,  and  is  95  feet  high. 

The  road  now  lies  between  the  Mole 
and  the  Mont  Brezon,  the  range  that 
on  the  right  bounds  the  valley  of  the 
Arve,  which  is  here  rich  in  culti- 
vation. The  road,  after  some  time, 
undulates,  and  passes  through  the 
villu;es  of  Yaugier  and  Scionzier;  be- 
yond which  the  valley  widens.  Here 
the  Arve  is  joined  by  the  Giffre; 
a  torrent  that  descends  from  the 
Buet,  flows  through  the  valley  of 
Sixt,  and  by  the  town  of  Tanninges. 
(See  Rte.  143.)  Scionzier  lies  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Vall^  du  Geposoir. 

The  road  continues  close  under  the 
Brezon  until  its  precipices  frown  over 
the  route  near  Gluses.  Here,  crossing 
the  Arve,  on  a  stone  bridge,  it  enters 

Cluses  (Inns:  Parfaite  Union;  Ecu 
de  France),  an  old  town,  Pop.  1600 — 
was  almost  all  burnt  down  in  1843, 
but  has  been  rebuilt,  away  from  the 
mouth  of  the  gorge,  in  which  it  ori- 
ginally stood.  The  wind,  issuing  as 
from  a  furnace-blast  bellows  out  of 
this  gorge,  used  to  foment  any  acci- 
dental fire  into  a  general  coimarra- 
fion,  and  from  this  cause  Gluses  nas 
suffered  many  times. 
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Many  j)6rsons  are  employed  in 
watchmaking,  for  which  this  town 
was  more  celebrated  in  the  last 
century.  The  Cluses  artizans  prepare 
uiovements  in  a  rough  state,  for  the 
watchmakers  in  Geneva  and  in  Ger- 
many. 

On  leaving  Cluses,  the  road  is  car- 
ried through  the  defile  on  the  borders 
of  the  river,  and  beneath  g^rand  Al- 
pine precipices.  The  valley  is  very 
narrow,  nearly  all  the  way  to  Maglan, 
and,  in  some  places,  the  road  is  strait- 
ened in  between  the  river  and  the 
bases  of  precipices,  which  actually 
overhang  the  traveller.  The  banks 
of  the  river  are  well  wooded,  and  the 
scenery  is  as  beautiful  as  it  is  wild. 

Before  arriving  at  Maglan,  the  pre- 
cipices on  the  left  retire  a  little,  form- 
ing an  amphitheatre,  which  is  filled, 
nearly  half-way  up,  with  the  debris  of 
the  mountain.  At  the  top  of  this 
talus,  800  feet  above  the  valley,  the 
Grotto  of  Balme  is  seen,  to  which  a 
mule-path  leads,  which  is  undistin- 
guishable  below.  At  a  little  hut  in 
the  hamlet  of  La  Balme,  mules  are 
kept  for  a  visit  to  the  grotto. 

Those  who  intend  to  go  on  to  Cha- 
mouni,  should  not  waste  any  time 
here;  for  2  hours  are  consumed'  in 
seeing  the  cave.  It  enters  the  moun- 
tain more  than  1800  feet;  but  the 
view  from  it,  owing  to  the  narrowness 
of  the  valley,  is  limited.  The  peaks, 
however,  of  Mont  Douron,  seen  on 
the  other  side  of  the  valley,  are  re- 
markably fine  in  form. 

Maglan  lies  below  the  lofty  moun- 
tains on  the  right  bank  of  the  Arve; 
the  commune,  which  is  stra^ling, 
contains  nearly  as  many  inhabitants 
as  Cluses.  About  1^  league  beyond 
Maglan,  the  road  passes  close  to  one 
of  the  highest  waterfalls  in  Savoy, 
that  of  Nant  (TArpenaz;  the  stream  is 
small,  and  before  it  reaches  half  its 
first  descent  it  is  broken  into  spray, 
yet  its  shape  is  very  graceful,  and 
after  being  nearly  dissipated  and  dis- 
persed over  the  face  of  the  precipice. 
It  reforms  after  reaching  the  slope  or 
talus  of  soil  and  stones  which  it  has 
brought  down,  and  rushing  across  the 
road  beneath  a  bridge,  it  flows  into 


the  Arve.  The  rock  of  brown  lime 
stone,  from  which  it  descends,  is  r^ 
markable  for  its  tortuous  straUfia- 
tion,  forming  a  vast  curve.  Itt 
route  from  Geneva  is  so  much  fi^ 
quented  by  strangers  in  the  sessi-:^ 
that  it  is  D6set  by  all  sorts  of  vapi- 
Bonds,  who  plant  thems^ves  in  th>: 
way  openly  as  b^gars,  or  ooverJ- 
as  dealers  in  mineral  spedIDf^^ 
guides  to  things  which  do  not  requin 
their  aid,  dealers  in  echoes,  by  firii^ 
small  cannon  where  its  reverben&-<3 
may  be  heard  2  or  3  times.  Tbi* 
idle  nuisances  should  be  discooat- 
nanced. 

The  valley  increases  in  widtlu  tr 
rich  fields  spread  up  the  base  of  0:- 
Douron;  on  the  L  the  peak  of  the  J - 
ffuiUe  de  Varens,  or  V^ran,  rises  DtaH; 
8000  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  ses. 

St,  Martin-^Inns:  Hotel  dn  M-^J 
Blanc,  goodf  better  than  any  at  ^  - 
lenches;  B.  2^  fir.,  Br.  with  becfste**- 
2  fr.,  D.  4  fr. ;— Croix  BUncfae, 

Within  a  hundred  yards  of  ihtt- 
a  bridge  crosses  the  Arve,  aod  ]<-^^* 
to  the  town  of  Sallenches,  half  a  b:'^ 
from  St.  Martin.   From  this  brid?*  a 
a  noble  tneto  of  Mont  Blane :  the  scrr- 
distance  to  the  peak   is  more  ih. 
12  miles  in  a  direct  line«  jet  so  «b&rr.^ 
and  bright,  and  clear  is  every  p«.^ 
its    stupendous   mass,   that 'toe  '  ' 
of  one  unused  to  such  scenes  is  nts^ ! 
deceived,  and  led  to  underrate  the^^* 
tance.    On  looking  up  the  vaDev  r-  - 
the  broad  winter-b^  of  the  Ar 
however,  objects  recede,  and  gi^f  •" 
accustomed  impressions  of  <&t»:»* 
above  this  rises  the  mountain  of  ■'- 
Forclaz,  its  sides  clothed  with  p.: 
and  its  summit  with  pasture^   <^ 
these  are  seen  the  Aiguille  do  &^ 
the  Dome  du  Goiite,  and  the  1^ 
of  the  loftiest  mountain  in  £crf 
propped  by  ridges  of  aiguilles  -*= 
the    intervals    of  these   filled   - 
glaciers. 

SallencJies    {Tnns:    BellcvTie ;    -' 
man),  about  36  m.  finom  GeneTm.  > 
little  town  of  wide,  straight  srm* 
containing  about  2000  Inhah.,  r>! 
out  of  the  ashes  of  one  vhicfa  « 
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totally  destroyed  by  fire  on  Good 
Friday,  1840.  It  broke  out  while 
eTerybody  was  at  church,  and  thus 

St  ahead  before  it  could  be  checked, 
any  lives  were  lost. 

At  St.  Martin,  or  Sallenches,  local 
calces,  chars,  mules,  and  guides 
for  Chajnoani  are  found  in  abun- 
dance. A  char  to  Chamouni  (without 
return)  costs  12  frs.;  with  2  horses 
18  frs.  Postilion,  pourboire,  2  frs. 
ixtra.  The  tariff  of  the  Post-book 
ihould  be  consulted;  it  is  the  same  in 
K)th  places. 

Travellers  are  conveyed  hence  to 
Chamouni  in  open  landaus  or  ba- 
rouches, drawn  by  2  horses,  and  carry- 
ing 4  inside  and  2  out,  with  luggage. 
Tooagh  the  distance  is  not  18  £ng. 
n.,  it  takes  up  4  or  5  hours. 

The  baths  of  St.  Gervals  are 
scarcely  worth  the  detour  required, 
Dut  the  pedestrian  who  intends  to 
risit  Chamouni  and  return  by  Geneva 
s  advised  to  go  from  St  Martin  up 
;he  right  bank  of  the  Arve  to  Chede, 
Servoz,  and  Chamouni,  and  return 
)y  the  Col  de  Eordaz,  and  the  Baths 
n  St  Gervals.  If,  however,  the  tra- 
veller should  not  intend  to  return  by 
he  valley  of  the  Arve,  he  can  go 
"ound  by  the  Baths  of  St  Gervais  to 
^hede,  or  cross  the  Col  de  Vosa  to 
Chamouni. 

[From  Sallenches  the  distance  alone 
.  level  road  to  the  baths  of  St.  Gercats 
i  about  5  m.,  and  an  i^preeable 
trive,  from  the  views  presented  of 
he  peak  of  Varens,  which  overhangs 
>t.  Martin  and  the  valley  of  Maglan. 
'he  road  turns  abruptly  on  the  right 
ito  the    gorge    of  the    Bon  Nant, 

stream  which  descends  from  the 
(onhomme  to  the  BatliS  of  St,  Ger- 
nt<,  with  a  boarding-house  (com- 
laiuts  of  the  management  have  been 
lade  of  late  years ;  English  travellers 
refer  H.  duMont  Joli,  on  the  heights 
bove,  descending  daily  to  bathe),  in 

beautiful  valley,  where  acconmio- 
ation  may  be  had  en  pfmsion ;  hot 
lineral  baths  for  the  sick,  and  delight- 
il  walks  around  for  the  convalescent, 
he  waters  are  at  105°  temperature; 
le  heat  of  Bath  vtith  the  qualities 
I  Uarrowgate:  tfiey  contain  iron  and 


sulphur.  At  the  back  of  the  houso^ 
a  little  way  up  the  glen,  is  the  very 
fine  Cascade  dn  Bon  Nant,  which« 
though  not  large,  is  extremely  pic- 
turesque. The  views  from  abov<3 
St  Gervais  are  very  fiue,  though  the 
higher  Alps  are  concealed ;  but  the 
limestone  range  of  the  Aiguille  de 
Varens,  above  St.  ^lartin,  is  singu- 
larly picturesque  in  its  outline  and 
detail. 

The  glen  is  a  cul-de-sac;  for  char.s 
there  is  no  leaving  it  upward;  it  is 
necessary  to  return  to  the  entrance, 
where  two  roads  branch  otf — one, 
very  steep,  leads  up  to  the  village  of 
St.  Gervais,  in  the  Val  Montjoie  {vfith 
tit  excellent  hotel  and  pension,  //. 
du  Munt  Joli,  2200  ft.  above  the  sea; 
pension  7  frs.  a  day,  and  very  good), 
through  which  the  Bon  Naiit  Hows, 
until  it  falls  into  the  gulf  behind 
the  baths,  above  St.  Gci*vais.  This 
road  continues  through  the  villages 
of  Bionay  and  Tresse  to  Contamincs, 
and  the  pass  of  the  Bonhomme.  (Rtc. 
139.J 

Tne  other  road  at  the  entrance  of 
the  glen  of  the  baths  of  St  Gervais, 
after  skirting  a  little  way  the  moun- 
tain base  below  the  Forclaz,  leads 
across  the  valley  of  the  An'e,  and 
falls  into  the  char-road  to  Chamouni 
near  Chdde,  2^  m.  from  the  baths. 

From  St.  Gervais  to  Chamouni  there 
are  2  mule-paths  over  the  mountains 
— ^by  the  Col  de  Voza,  a  pass  of  great 
interest,  on  account  of  its  noble  view 
of  the  chain  of  Mont  Blanc,  5  hrs. 
walk;  by  the  Coldela  Forclaz,  shorter, 
but  less  interesting.] 

St,  Martin  to  Chamouni, 

The  valley  of  the  Arve  above  St 
Martin  and  Sallenches  spreads  out 
into  a  wide  flat  plain,  having  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  drained  lake-basm. 
Terrible  traces  are  still  to  be  seen 
of  the  flood  of  1852.  Magnificent 
views  open  out  from  time  to  time  all 
the  way  to  Servoz.  At  the  little 
hamlet  of 

Chede,  the  road  steeply  ascends 
above  the  broad  plain  of  the  Arve. 
Near  to  Chdde  there  is  on  the  left  a 
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fine  cascade,  which  travellers,  who 
start  at  5  ^.m.  for  Chamouni,  gene- 
rally visit  for  the  sake  of  the  beautiful 
iris  that  then  plays  over  it. 

[From  Ch^e  there  is  a  path  over 
the  mountains  in  about  8  hrs.  to  Sixt, 
by  the  Fointe  de  Flatee  and  the  chalets 
of  La  Sale  (Rte.  143).] 

After  attaining  a  considerable 
height,  the  road  traverses  the  bed  of 
a  httle  lake,  the  Lac  du  Chede;  in 
which,  as  in  a  mirror,  in  former  days 
a  fine  view  of  the  summit  of  Mont 
Blanc,  towering  over  the  lower  range 
of  mountains,  was  reflected;  this  was 
one  of  the  little  ^  lions"  in  the  ex- 
cursion to  Chamouni;  but  a  dSbdcle 
of  black  mud  and  stones  descended 
in  1837,  and  filled  it,  and  the  lake  of 
Chede  is  no  more. 

The  road,  still  rising  above  the 
spot  where  the  lake  was,  turns  into  a 
deep  recess  of  the  mountain  side,  to 
cross  the  bed  of  a  wild  torrent,  which 
is  apt  to  cover  the  road,  after  every 
severe  storm,  with  rubbish.  From 
this  spot  there  is  a  descent  through 
a  forest  to 

ServoK  village  (^Itm:  L'Univers, 
tolerable).  Here  ^the  horses  are  usu- 
all^  rested,  and  the  traveller  ma^ 
enjoy  a  glorious  view  of  the  summit 
of  Mont  Blanc,  which  is  concealed 
nearer  to  Chamouni. 

Here  the  minerals  of  Mont  Blanc 
are  sold,  but  the  collections  at  Cha- 
mouni are  larger. 

[At  Servos,  glides  may  be  had  to 
accompany  the  traveller  to  the  Buet^ 
one  of  the  panorama-commanding 
summits  near  Mont  Blanc,  and  up  to 
the  Col  d^Anteme^  a  mule-path  leading 
over  into  the  Valley  or  Sixt  (Rte. 
143),  a  very  interesting  excursion.] 

The  mountain  above  Servoz  abounds 
in  tertiary  fossils. 

From  Servoz  the  road,  after  cross- 
ing the  torrent  of  the  Dioza,  which 
descends  from  the  Buet«  near  the 
adit  of  a  copper-mine,  lies  close  under 
the  foot  of  the  Breven,  between  thia 
mountain  and  the  Arve,  which  issues 
at  Pont  Pelissier  from  a  fine  gorge. 
Near  the  Pont  Pelissier,  on  a  mound. 


are  the  ruins   of  the  Castle   of  St 
MichaeL 

After  crossing  Pont  Pelissier  an- 
other very  steep  and  stonj  ascent 
opposes  the  traveller's  course,  called 
Les  Montets:  the  road,  an  efibrt  of 
nature  with  little  aid  from  man,  with 
difficulty  labours  up  its  rocky  slope. 
The  Arve  on  the  1.  rushes  <u»wn  it 
as  by  a  staircase  in  constant  leaps, 
in  places  plunging  into  ravines  and 
chasms,  whose  depth  makes  one  shud- 
der to  look  down.  Arrived  at  the 
top  of  this  steep,  you  find  yoaraelf  ia 
an  upper  story  of  the  vauej  of  the 
Arve. 

From  the  Montets,  the  enormoos 
mass  of  Mont  Blanc,  now  in  clos« 
proximity,  is  magnificent;  but  tbr 
summit  can  no  longer  be  seen;  it  is 
concealed  by  the  vast  Dome  da  Gk)uti-. 

The  course  from  the  Montets  liis 
through  some  fine  meadows  to 

Les  Ouchesj  the  first  village  in  the 
valley  of  ChamounL 

[Here  diverge  the  path  orer  the  Coi 
de  Voza  to  St  Gervais,  and  Uie  Col 
du  Bonhonmie  (Kte.  139).] 

Even  from  Les  Montets,  tbe  wMte 
lines  of  glaciers  (§  16)  are  seen  v^ 
extend  themselves  into  the  valley. 
The  first  is  that  of  Taooney^  whicfa  is 
2  m.  up  the  valley  above  Les  Ouches. 
it  is,  however,  so  mere  a  line  cos- 
pared  with  the  vastness  of  other  ob* 
jects  around,  that  the  traveller  wiU 
probably  be  disappointed  in  its  appa- 
rent size.  Numerous  torrents  are 
passed,  descending  furiously  from  tb«* 

Slaciers  of  Mont  Blanc,  and  cntzii^ 
eep  channels.  It  is  no  easy  matter 
to  maintain  the  parapets  and  bridges, 
which  are  liable  to  oe  carried  aw&T 
by  every  storm.  The  valley  now  ex- 
pands considerably. 

About  half  a  league  beyond  tl:- 
stream  from  the  glacier  of  Taconev 
is  the  hamlet  of  BossotiA,  and  near  si 
the  glacier  of  Bossons,  which  stretcher 
further  out  into  the  vaUey  than  ao.^ 
other.  It  is  a  beautiful  object  at  - 
distance,  and  deserves  close  examina- 
tion on  account  of  the  purity  of  i> 
ice  and  the  elegant  and  fimtastic  fonn- 
of  its  ice  pyramids.  The  Pavilion,  ^i 
a  very  short  walk  from  the  high  roaJl 
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hy  the  guide  to  the  Jardin,  the  Mont 
Brevcn,  or  other  distant  excursions. 

Kehrfi  Fr^res,  Auguste  Baknat,  and 
Co.,  keep  a  shop  for  the  sale  of  carved 
wood,  polished  stones,  crystals,  &c. 


EXCUESIOHS  AROUND  CHAMOUNI. 

**         '  Above  me  are  the  Alps, 
Tbe  Palaces  of  Natnre,  whose  vast  walls 
Have  pionacled  in  clouds  their  snowy  scalps. 
And  throned  Etemitv  in  icy  halls 
Of  oold  sttblimity,  where  fomui  and  falls 
The  Avalanche*  the  thunderbolt  of  snow  ! 
All  that  expands  the  spirit,  yet  appals, 
(»ather  around  Uiese  summits,  as  to  show 
How  earth  may  pierce  to  Heaven,  yet  leave 
Tain  man  below." 

(u  When  doudj  weather  forbids 
your  thinking  of  excursions  in  which 
a  distant  view  is  the  chief  object,  a 
visit  to  the  Cascade  du  Dard  may  be 
made. 

This  Cascade  has  superseded  the 
Pelerins,     Its  situation  is  more  pic- 
turesque, and  it  is  a  little  nearer  Cha- 
znooni — about  #  of  an  hr.  from  the 
village.    It  will  well  repay  a  visit 
on  an  **  off  day.*'    Cross  the  bridge 
and    turn   to   the  rt.,    and   in   less 
than  10  min.  you  will  find  the  path 
divide  at  the  second  cluster  of  cottages. 
Take  the  1.  or  upper  one,  which  passes 
a  sort  of  little  amphitheatre  of  ground 
hollowed  in  the  fields,  and  bear  to 
the  L  towards  and  through  a  pine- 
-wood    in  a  slanting   and   southerly 
riirection.  The  path  is  tolerably  clear, 
and  leads  to  the  edge  of  a  ravine  of 
large   boulders  of  granite,   through 
which  the  stream  which  feeds  and 
flows  from  the  cascade,  runs.     Do  not 
cross   this  stream,  but  keep  up  its 
right   side,  and  you  will    soon  see 
the  ch&let  of  the  cascade — at  which 
refreshments    can    be    had — before 
you,    on  the    opposite   side   of   the 
stream,  to  which  you  must  cross  by  a 
plank.     Then  descend  to  the  bottom 
of  the  fall  by  a  path  at  the  corner  of 
the    chAlet.     The    situation  of  this 
cascade  is  charming,  and  well  repays 
a  visit.   You  may  return  if  you  please 
by    a  path    which   descends  to  the 


village  of  Les  Pelerins,  or  an  easy  and 
pleasant  walk  of  about  ^  of  an  hr. 
brings  you  to  the  Glacier  des  Bossons. 
The  rock  which  occasioned  the  peculiar 
shape  of  the  cascade  des  Pterins  has 
been  carried  away  by  the  torrent,  and 
the  Pterins  is  no  longer  worth  a  visit. 
From  the  Cascade  du  Dard  there  is 
also  a  path  which  leads  you  in  about 
2  hrs.  by  a  steep  but  safe  ascent  to 
the  Ch&let  de  la  Pierre-Pointue,  which 
is  the  first  stage  on  the  Chamouni 
route  to  the  summit  of  ML  Blanc. 
This  is  a  pleasant  walk,  for  the  most 
part  through  a  pine  and  larch  forest, 
with  fine  and  near  views  of  the  Glacier 
des  Bossons  on  your  1.,  and  of  the 
Br^vent  and  the  Aiguilles  Rouges  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  valley. 

6.  The  Montanrert. — This  is  gene- 
rally  the  first,  often  the  only  excur- 
sion made  from  Chamouni.  The  ob- 
ject of  it  is  to  visit  the  Mer  de  Olace, 
the  great  glacier  which  terminates  in 
the  Glacier  du  Bois,  and  the  source  of 
the  Arveron,  in  the  valley  of  Cha- 
mouni. There  is  a  mule-road,  and  the 
inn  or  pavilion  on  the  Mon  tan  vert 
may  be  reached  on  mules  in  2  hrs. : 
to  descend  takes  about  1^  hr.  No 
occasion  for  a  guide  except  to  show 
the  way,  which  is  very  easy  to  find. 
To  go  to  the  Montanvert  you  cross 
the  Arve  and  keep  to  the  I.  over  the 
meadows,  by  a  path  which  traverses 
the  valley  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain, 
where  the  path  rises  above  the  valley, 
through  the  forest  of  pines  skirting 
the  base  of  the  mountain,  in  some 
places  rather  steep;  when  once  in  the 
wood  it  is  not  easy  to  miss  the  way. 

Occasional  openmgs  among  the  trees 
afford  peeps  into  the  valley  or  the  Ar\-e 
up  and  down,  of  the  Fl^gdre  and  Breven 
opposite,  and  mark  the  height  rapidly 
attained.  Sometimes  the  path  crosses 
the  channels  of  winter  avalanches. 
As  you  mount  higher,  that  gigantic 
obehsk  of  granite,  the  Aiguille  de  Dm, 
peers  down  upon  you  from  above  ^e 
pine-tops,  and  becomes  a  most  striking 
feature  in  the  scene. 

An  Tntiy  or  Pavilion,  affording  li- 
mited   sleeping    accommodation    (3 
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bed-rooms)  and  moderate  fare,  has 
been  built  on  the  Montanvert,  and  is 
kept  by  the  worthy  guide,  David 
Coutet.  It  has  succeeded  to  the 
rude  hut,  composed  of  a  boulder  stone 
and  dry  wall  turfed  over,  beneath 
which  &iussure  slept,  and  to  the  regu- 
larly built  cabin,  called  "  Chateau  de 
Blair,*'  from  the  Englishman  who 
erected  it,  1778-81.  Here  Professor 
Tyndall  spent  many  weeks  while  in- 
vestigating the  theory  of  glacier 
movement.  The  inn  is  a  good 
station  for  visiting  the  higher  part  of 
the  Mer  de  Glace,  Jardm,  &c. ;  al- 
though the  thermometer  sometimes 
binks  to  39*^  Fahr.  in  Sept.  Prof. 
Forbes  determined  its  height  above 
the  sea-level  at  6303  ft. 

From  the  Montanvert  the  Mer  de 
Glace  is  seen  to  an  extent  of  2  leagues 
up  the  valley,  towards  the  Mont  Pe- 
riades  and  the  Aiguilles  of  Lechaud, 
on  either  side  of  which  a  branch  ex- 
tends ;    that   on  the   S.W.   forming 
the   Olacier  du  Oecmt,  that  extending 
nearly  due   S.  is  the  Olacier  de  Le- 
chaud,  which  again  divides,  sending 
off  to  the  K  the    Glacier  du   Talefre. 
The  view  of  this  enormous  sea  of  ice 
is  one  of  the  most  striking  scenes  of 
wonder,  but  its  great  extent,  from  the 
vast  size  of  every  object  about  it,  is  not 
appreciatedat  first.  Directly  across  the 
Mer  de  Glace  are  some  of  the  finest  of 
those  pinnacled  mountains  which  form 
so  striking  and  peculiar  a  feature  in 
the  Chamouni  scenery.    The  nearest 
is  the  Aiguille  de  Dru,  and  further  on 
to  the  rt.  is  the  Aiguille  du  Mome,    A 
thousand  nameless  pinnacles  pierce 
the  clouds  between  them,  and  seem  to 
prop  the  loftiest  of  this  stupendous 
mass,  which  is    the  Aiguille    Vertef 
rising  more  than  13,000  n.  above  the 
level  of  the  sea,  and  nearly  7000  ft. 
above  the  Montanvert    Immediately 
below  the  Montanvert  is  the  Pierre 
des  Anglais.    As  yon  ascend  to  the 
Montanvert,  there  arc  frequent  open- 
ings in  the  wood  which  afibrd  fine 
views  of  the  Br^vent  and  the  Aiguilles 
Rouges,  which  well  deserve  attention; 
and  observe,  too,  the  beautiful  swelling 
bosoms  of  wood,  separated  from  each 
other  by  the  courses  of  the  mountain 


torrents,  which  are    situated  undt. 
that  range. 

Those  who  do  not  intend  to  cross 
the  Mer  de  Glace,  should,  at  least, 
descend  upon  it,  to  hare  a  just  idea 
of  its  character,  and  should  walk  fkr 
enough  upon  it,  50  or  100  yd&,  to  ob- 
serve close  at  hand  the  intense  blue 
colour  in  the  crevices,  which  cannoi 
be  conceived  when  looking  down  fn>oi 
a  distance,  on  account  of  the  stones  anc 
soil  which  cover  its  surface.  ThoN- 
who  wish  to  see  more,  and  to  enjoy  tb* 
novel  feeling  of  walking  on  a  euici^-r 
and  finding  the  sun  intensely  ho 
upon  the  ice,  vnll  cross  the  glacier  t" 
the  Chapeau  {g\  and  the  mules  ma  • 
be  sent  round  to  meet  the  traTellen> «; 
the  foot  of  the  Chapeau.  The  pass^r- 
of  the  glacier  occupies  about  naif  aii 
hour,  and  in  ordinary  seasons  present 
no  danger.  Each  lady  will  require  i. 
g^de  to  assist,  and  the  guides  generally 
make  an  extra  demand  for  so  doin?. 
Those  who  do  not  cross  the  glacier  wi<l 
return  from  the  Montanvert  by  th> 
mule-path,  which  may  be  left  abonr  { 
an  hr.  from  the  top,  and  hy  a  vrn 
steep  descent,  called  Filiaz,  the  sounx' 
of  the  Arveron  (/)  may  be  reacbetl 
If  this  path  is  taken,  the  moles  shouli 
be  sent  on  to  meet  the  trav^ers  s: 
Les  Pres. 

c.  The  Jardm, — Those  who  mish  i«' 
cross  the  Mer  de  Glace,  and  visit  ib- 
Jardin,  on  the  Glacier  de  Talefre,  % 
of  the  most  striking  excttrsiona  in  the  ir>- 
range  of  the  Alps,  may  either  sleep  at 
the  Montanvert  or  take  a  mule  up  t< 
the  top  of  it.  Thence  it  is  a  walk  i^^ 
4  hrs.  to  the  Jardin,  and  3  to  retcjt. 
.and  the  whole  expedition,  indudic;^ 
halts,  vnll  occupy  about  13  hrs.  Vn- 
visions  can  be  obtained  at  the  Mooum- 
vert.  No  person  should  go  alone,  ax^C 
those  not  well  used  to  the  glacier 
should  take  a  guide  for  each  trarellt::. 
Ladies  who  venture  will  requin  • 
glides.  The  great  object  of  the  esi- 
cursion  is  to  enter  more  into  the  heur 
of  Mont  Blanc,  to  penetrate  into  ii« 
profound  valleys,  and  witness  8ces»e> 
of  more  savage  solitude.  Imv^o«l^ 
ments  in  the  path  are  pro(jecte<L  A» 
in  all  glacier  excunuons,  the  diB- 
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taken  \b  to  follow  the  L 
.'the  Mer  de  Glace,  and 
base    of  the   Ai<juille   de 
Here,   owing  to  the  rarer 
of  crevasses,  the  Mer  de 
I  be  crossed  with    safety. 
.'  leaving  the  Montanvert  is, 
ners,  the  first  difficulty  in 
tri.  jey,  called  *•  Lps  Fonts/*   It 

is  a  narrow  path  cut  in  the  slaty  side 
of  a  precipice;  but  the  ledge,  though 
narrow,  anords  perfectly  good  holding 
fur  hands  and  feet.  This  once  clearec^ 
you  descend  upon  the  moraine,  along 
which  you  scramble  for  about  1^  hr.; 
you  then  begin  to  cross  the  glacier. 
4  ridges,  covered  by  moraines^  which 
lie  in  the  direction  of  the  glacier,  are 
crossed.  Beyond  the  4th  moraine  a 
point  is  reached  where  the  glacier 
splits  into  2  great  arms:  1  turning rt, 
to^vards  the  Mont  Blanc,  takes  the 
name  of  Glacier  du  GearU\  the  other, 
on  the  L,  is  called  Glacier  de  Lechaud, 
Our  way  lies  over  the  Lechaud,  nearly 
1^  hrs.  walk,  until  it  comes  in  contact 
with  the  lower  extremity  of  that  of 
Tttlefre^  which  here  presents  a  very 
striking  appearance,  from  the  disrup- 
tion or  the  ice,  and  the  vast  and  wild 
masses  and  pyramids  into  which  the 
glacier  has  broken,  in  its  abrupt 
descent. 

After  leaving  the  glacier  it  is  ne- 
c<'ssary  to  climb  the  rocks  of  the  Cou- 
\  ercle,  the  base  of  the  Aiguille  du  Ta- 
I(*fre.  The  path  lies  nearly  up  the  face 
of  the  rock,  to  climb  which,  in  some 
places,  the  hands  are  required,  as 
\vell  as  the  feet.  This  part  of  the 
passage  is  called  the  Egralets.  Above 
it,  where  the  path  is  less  steep,  and 
where  there  is  some  herbage,  the  tra- 
veller,  after  walking  a  short  distance 
along  the  side  of  the  Glacier  du  Ta- 
lefre  till  he  finds  a  place  where  the 
i^Iacier  is  smooth,  crosses  the  glacier, 
:ind  roaches  an  oasis  in  this  desert — 
an  island  in  the  ice — a  rock  which  is 
covered  with  a  beautiful  herbage,  and 
tMiamelled,  in  August,  with  flowers — 
(tiis  is  the  Jar'iin  of  this  palace  of  na- 


ture. It  is  about  7  acres  in  extent, 
and  the  lowest  part  is  9030  ft  above 
the  level  of  the  sea.  Nothine  can 
exceed  the  grandeur « and  desolation 
of  such  a  spot,  amidst  the  overwhelm- 
ing sublimity  of  the  surrounding^  ob- 
jects, the  Aiguilles  of  Charmoz,  Blai- 
ti^re,  and  the  G^ant,  and  the  enormous 
glaciers  that  encompass  them  ;  all 
vindicate  the  truth  of  the  poet's  de- 
scription,— 

*'  Mont  Blanc  it  the  monarch  of  mountains; 
Thev  crown'd  him  long  as o. 
On  a  throne  of  rocks,  in  a  rclbe  of  clouds, 
With  a  diadem  of  snow." 

In  returning  from  the  Jardin  to 
Chamouni  it  is  not  necessary  to  return 
by  the  Montanvert  There  is  a  path 
called  the  Motwet  running  along  the 
opposite  side  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  over 
the  lateral  Moraine  and  descending 
upon  the  Chapeau.  By  taking  this 
course  you  pass  near  those  remarkable 
phenomena  of  the  Glacier,  the  "  Mou- 
tins/'  and  3  pretty  waterfalls,  coining 
down  from  the  heights  above.  The 
usual  plan,  however,  is  to  descend  by 
the  Egralets,  and  thence  to  walk 
down  the  glacier  and  look  into  the 
"Moulin,"  where  a  glacier  torrent 
falls  into  frightful  caverns  of  ico.  then 
keeping  towards  the  1.  to  get  upon 
the  moraine  again,  and  so  return  to 
the  Montanvert 

If  the  traveller  be  not  pressed  for 
time,  and  have  a  taste  for  such  sublime 
scenes,  he  may,  by  sleeping  at  the  Pa- 
villon,  enjoy  these  in  a  high  degree, 
by  exploring,  after  a  descent  from  the 
Jardin,  the  upper  part  of  the  Mer  de 
Glace  and  the  Glacier  de  Lechaud: 
for  this  there  will  be  time  enough, 
and  even  to  make  collections  of  plants 
and  minerals,  which  are  highly  inte- 
resting ;  the  former  at  the  Egralets 
and  on  the  Jardin,  and  the  latter 
on  the  Moraines  of  the  Glacier  of 
Taldfre,  and  on  the  E.  side  of  the 
Mer  de  Glace.  The  next  morning, 
instead  of  returning  by  the  beaten 
road  to  Chamouni,  the  traveller  may 
explore  the  bases  of  the  Aiguilles  be- 
tween the  Mer  de  Glace  and  Mont 
Blanc,  and  crossing  with  caution  the 
Glacier  du  Pelerin,  descendinij  froui 
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the  Aifipiille  du  Midi,  he  will  find 
himseir  on  the  brink  of  a  precipice 
immediatelj  oyerlooking  the  Glacier 
du  Bossons,  not  far  from  the  point 
where  it  is  crossed,  opposite  the 
Grands  Mulcts,  in  the  ascent  of  Mont 
Blanc.  From  this  he  will  have  a  far 
better  idea,  than  from  any  other  point, 
of  the  real  nature  of  the  difficulties  to 
be  encountered,  and  the  magnificence 
of  the  scenes  to  be  enjoyed,  in  that 
expedition.  A  very  steep  but  beau- 
tiful descent,  chieny  over  herbage, 
and  parallel  to  the  course  of  vie 
Glacier  du  Bossons,  will  lead  him  to 
the  valley  of  Chamouni,  2  miles  below 
the  village.  A  short  day  only  is  ne- 
cessary for  this  interesting  excursion. 

ch  The  ^gere.—¥Tom  the  facility 
with  which  this  mountain  can  be 
ascended,  and  the  admirable  vicAv  of 
Mont  Blanc  which  it  commands,  it  is 
the  one  most  generally  attained  by 
ladies.  It  may  be  accomplished  on 
mules  the  whole  way,  or  part  of  the 
way  in  a  char  by  those  who  are  afraid 
of  fatigue.  The  point  attained  lies  ex- 
actly opposite  the  Glacier  du  Bois,  or 
Mer  de  Glace  ;  and  from  no  point  is 
the  remarkable  group  of  Aisuilles 
which  surround  the  Aiguille  V  erte 
more  finely  seen.  The  Montanvert  is 
visited  for  the  sake  of  its  proximity 
to  the  Mer  de  Glace ;  the  Fleg^re, 
to  enjoy  a  view  of  Mont  Blanc  with 
its  attendant  peaks  and  glaciers. 
From  Chamouni  to  the  Fleg^re  re- 
quires only  2^  hrs.,  and  about  2  hrs. 
to  return.  The  road  that  leads  to  it 
lies  up  the  valley,  to  the  hamlet  of  les 
Prh,  where  it  turns  off  to  the  1.  to- 
wards the  Aieuille  de  Charlanods,  one 
of  the  Aiguilfes  Rou|?es,  where  a  steep 
path  up  the  bed  of  a  winter  torrent 
commences  and  leads  up  to  the  pas- 
turage of  Pra  de  Viola.  Thence  a 
good  hour  through  a  wood  is  re- 
quired to  attain  the  Croix  de  la  Fle- 
g^re,  which  commands  a  view  of  the 
whole  range,  from  the  Col  de  Balme 
to  the  furthest  glacier  that,  below 
Chamouni,  streams  into  the  valley, 
which  lies  in  a  great  part  of  its  extent 
in  delicious  repose  beneath  the  ob- 
server. 


Within  2  minutes'  walk  of  tfie  Cross 

is  the  Chdlet  of  Fl^re,  which  afibids 
shelter  in  unfavouAble  weather,  and 
where  refreshment  may  be  had,  an<l 
even  beds  for  those  who  would  await 
the  sunrise,  and  are  not  fiasttdiou!;; 
charge  high.  The  height  of  the  Croix 
de  Fleg^re  is  6350  ft,  aboot  30Q0  fu 
above  the  valley.  There  is  a  path 
from  the  Fl^ere  to  the  Breven, 
rather  rough  in  some  places,  but  verr 
interesting;  being,  in  &ct,  a  lofty 
terrace  extending  about  4  m.,  asd 
commanding  a  splendid  view  of  tbt- 
Mont  Blanc  range. 

If  the  traveller  be  pressed  for  tim^. 
and  can  only  visit  one  of  the  spu!> 
of  interest  around  Chamouni,  i: 
should  be  the  Montanvert ;  if  twi\ 
that  and  the  Flegt^re;  unless  he  fetrU 
capable  of  greater  things,  in  which 
case,  instead  of  the  Fleg^re,  he  shuoltl 
at  once  ascend  the 

e,  Breven, — A  compensatinc^  excur- 
sion, attended  with  some  fiatigne,  ivt 
easily  practicable  in  7  hrs.,  ukfinnf 

2  hrs.  on  the  top.    A  good  walker  wiU 
ascend  from  Chamouni  to  the  tap  in 

3  hrs.  and  descend  in  2  hrs.  A  6m.} 
should  be  devoted  to  it,  and  wiU  K 
well  spent.  Thereisaeoodmole-patk 
commencing  behind  ue  C%.  <^  C*^-" 
mount,  by  which  yon  may  ride  ia  J 
hours  to  the  chalet  of  Plaaprs  (tiio- 
thirds  of  the  ascent),  where  the  miik^ 
are  left,  and  where  refreshments  ma^- 
be  had. 

Above  Planpra,  either  a  fiitiguio; 
path  may  be  taken,  which  is  cut  ii. 
the  rocks,  or  one  that  leads  direct!} 
up  the  pasturages,  which,  when  dry 
are  very  slippery  ;  some  patches  « ' 
snow  are  passed,  and  it  is  not  iim^.*iL 
mon  to  observe  the  red  fungus  upc 
it  which  Captain  Parry  noticed  in  tb* 
high  latitudes  of  his  northern  Toyag*^ 
At  the  end  of  an  hour  from  Pliunpr 
the  path  reaches  the  base  of  a  st«»] 
rock,  which  it  is  necessary  to  dimb  h\ 
La  CheminSe,  a  sort  of  open  fissoxv  or 
chimney,  about  50  ft.  nigh,  in  tht 
rock,  nearly  vertical,  with  ra^^ 
points  and  edges  to  be  grasped  kv 
the  hands,  and  holes  for  the  feei 
Above  it  the  path  is  not  steep,  bu: 


J^tfe. 


"f  THcol       [Bmbanune. 
,3Bijo»«flell«  »u  Col  ilu 


PiW*  ^  Sawy.       ROUTE  138. — chamouni.    arveron. 


401 


lies  over  stones  and  rocks,  requiring 
care  and  time,  to  the  summit  of 
the  Breven;  this  has  an  elevation  of 
about  8500  Eng.  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  sea,  or  5000  above  Chamouni, 
not  more  than  two-fifths  of  the  height 
of  Mont  Blanc  above  the  valley.  This 
elevation,  however,  offers  the  finest 
view  of  the  whole  mass  of  Mont  Blanc 
of  all  the  numerous  sites  whence  it 
can  be  seen.  Owing  to  this  proximity 
every  peak  and  glacier,  and  even 
crevices  in  the  glaciers,  can  be  dis- 
tinguished, as  well  as  every  pasturage 
and  ch&let  on  the  mountain  side  above 
the  pine-forests,  and  below  the  eternal 
snows.  It  is  a  glorious  view,  extend- 
ing over  the  entire  range,  with  all  its 
aiguilles  and  glaciers,  firom  the  Col 
de  Balme  to  the  Col  de  Yosa,  for 
the  cross  on  one  and  the  pavilion  on  the 
other  may  be  seen  from  the  Breven. 
Prom  the  Buet,  2000  ft  higher,  there 
is  a  more  extended  horiton,  but  the 
Breven  conceals  all  the  lower  belts  of 
Mont  Blanc;  and  as  the  Buet  is  double 
the  distance  from  the  peak  of  the 
**  Monarch,"  he  is  not  so  distinct,  nor 
offers  a  scene  half  so  grand. 

The  return  to  Chiunouni  may  be 
varied  by  passing  on  the  W.  siae  of 
the  Breven,  above  the  valley  of  Dio- 
za,  near  to  a  little  lake,  then,  de- 
scending by  the  chalets  of  Calaveiran, 
a  path  leads  down  to  les  Ouches,  in 
the  valley  of  Chamounl,  and  thence 
up  the  valley  to  the  priory,  or  the 
tourist  may  return  by  tne  Flegere. 

f.  Source  of  the  Afveron. — This  afflu- 
ent of  the  Arve  issues  from  beneath 
a  vault  or  cave  of  ice  with  which  the 
Glacier  du  Bois  and  the  Mer  de  Glace 
terminate.  Consequently  the  spot 
has  lost  some  of  its  interest.  It 
is  a  pleasant  walk  of  about  an  hour 
(3  m.),  keeping  the  char-road  to 
Argenti^re,  and  up  the  valley  as 
far  as  les  Pres,  where  that  to  the 
souroe  of  the  Arveron  turns  off  to 
the  rt.,  and  passes  the  hamlet  of 
BoiSf  leading  in  about  }  an  hour  to  the 
source.  The  source  may  very  con- 
veniently be  visited  on  descending 
from  the  Flegere,  or  by  a  short  cut 
f^om  the  Montanvert,  or  on  the  way 


to  the  Chapeau.  The  vault  of  ice 
varies  ^atly  in  different  seasons, 
and  at  different  times  a  change  of  f^om 
30  to  100  ft  of  height  in  the  arch  has 
been  remarked.  At  times  it  may  be 
entered,  but  with  some  risk,  owing  to 
the  danger  of  blocks  of  ice  detaching 
themselves  from  the  vault.  In  1797 
three  persons  were  crushed. 

The  scenery  around  the  source  is 
very  grand  ;  the  deep  blackness  of  the 
depth  of  vault,  the  brieht  and  beauti- 
fiil  azure  where  the  light  is  trans- 
mitted throagh  the  ice,  are  striking. 
The  enormous  rocks  brought  down  by 
the  glacier  from  the  mountains  above, 
here  tumble  over  and  are  deposited 
in  the  bed  of  the  Arve.  Here,  too, 
the  dark  forest,  and  the  broken  trunks 
of  pines,  add  to  the  wild  character  of 
the  scene. 

The  advance  and  recession  of  the 

flaciers  depend  upon  the  seasons, 
f  it  be  hot,  a  larger  quantity  of  ice 
is  melted,  while  a  wet  season,  by  de- 
positing a  greater  quantity  of  snow, 
and  diminisnin|^  the  rate  of  melting, 
causes  the  glacier  to  advance.  Some- 
times the  mfierence  is  many  hundred 
feet.  It  is  not  more  than  40  years 
since  the  Glacier  du  Bois  reached  the 
forests  of  pines,  now  passed  through 
in  approaching  to  it. 

g.  The  Chapeau  is  one  of  the  points 
of  view  over  the  Mer  de  Glace,  on 
the  side  furthest  from  Chamounl; 
from  it  the  Aiguilles  of  Charmoz  and 
Blaiti^re  are  seen  immediately  under 
Mont  Blanc,  with  the  vale  of  Cha- 
mounl, the  Breven,  and  other  vast 
and  interesting  objects;  but  its  chief 
interest  lies  in  its  proximity  to  the 
Mer  de  Glace,  where  the  glacier  begins 
to  break  into  pyramids  and  obelisks 
of  ice,  which  are  sometimes  seen  to 
fiill  with  a  terrific  crash.  A  visit  to  the 
Chapeau  may  be  accomplished  either 
on  footer  with  the  mules:  if  you  go 
direct  to  it,  you  must  continue  alongthe 
valley  as  far  as  the  village  of  Les  Tines ; 
and,  after  having  passed  this  pictu- 
resque spot,  ascend  a  narrow  road  on 
the  right  hand  that  leads  to  the  scat- 
tered hamlet  of  Lavanche,  continue 
through  this  latter  by  a  good  mule> 
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path  beside  the  i^lacier,  until  you 
arrive  at  the  foot  of  the  ascent  to  the 
-Chapeau.  Here  it  is  necessary  to 
leave  your  mules  in  care  of  a  boy, 
while  the  guide  conducts  you  to  a 
cavern,  where  there  is  a  chalet,  above 
which  is  the  erass  mound  properly 
called  the  Chapeau:  strangers  in 
general  are  satisfied  with  a  visit  to 
the  chalet,  whence  the  view  is  unique 
and  very  astonishing,  displaying  the 
glacier  split  and  fractured  into  the 
needles  on  the  verge  of  its  descent 
into  the  valley  below. 

On  your  return  from  the  Chapeau 
you  descend  by  the  same  path  as  far 
as  Les  Tines,  whence  there  is  a  road 
on  the  left  to  the  hamlet  of  Les  Bois, 
situated  at  the  source  of  the  Arveron. 
This  excursion  may  be  accomplished 
in  about  5  hrs.,  and  will  prove  one 
of  the  most  agreeable  and  least  fa- 
tiguing that  are  made  from  Chamouni. 

From  the  Chapeau  the  hut  on  the 
Montanvert  may  be  reached  by  at  first 
continuing  to  ascend  on  the  £.  side  of 
the  glacier,  to  a  spot  where  a  path  has 
been  hewn  out  of  the  face  of  a  preci- 
pice, nearlyperpendicular,  callea  ifau- 
vais  Pas*  Tnis  was  formerly  difficult, 
but  steps  have  been  cut,  and  an  iron  rod 
fixed  in  the  rock,  to  serve  as  a  banister, 
so  that  ladies  pass  daily  without  diffi- 
culty. Descending  by  this  path,  the 
moraine  and  then  the  glacier  is 
reached,  which  may  be  crossed  to  the 
Montanvert  (see  6). 

In  the  month  of  July,  when  the 
weather  permits,  a  large  number  of 
heifers  are  driven  from  Chamouni, 
each  attended  by  its  owner,  to  the 
hut  on  Montanvert,  for  the  purpose 
of  beiog  conducted  across  the  Mer  de 
Glace,  to  pass  their  summer  of  3 
months  on  the  slopes  of  the  moun- 
tains that  are  near  the  Aieuille  de 
Dm.  Before  they  are  launched  upon 
the  sea  of  ice,  a  number  of  peasants 
precede  them  with  hatchets  and  other 
tools,  in  order  to  level  such  places  as 
may  thus  be  rendered  less  dangerous, 
although  accidents  generally  attend 
this  transit  At  oertam  intervals  men 
are  stationed  to  point  out  the  line  of 
march;  the  operation,  which  requires 
several  hours,  and  is  trujy  picturesque 


to  witness,  is  worthy  the  attentioii  of  i 
a  stranger  who  should  happen  to  be  at 
Chamouni  at  the  time:  it  is  a  kind  of 
fete  or  holiday,  for  men,  women,  and 
children  attena  the  procession,  passing 
the  whole  day  on  the  mountain  in  the 
full  enjoyment  of  this  extraordinaiy 
task.  One  man  remains  on  the  oippo> 
site  side  of  the  Mer  de  Glace,  as 
guardian  to  the  herd,  that  wandn- 
about  in  search  of  the  rich  but  scanty 
pastures  of  those  untenanted  moun- 
tains. He  carries  ^ith  him  suffiden: 
bread  and  cheese  to  last  one  month, 
which  is  renewed  at  the  expiration  u: 
that  period,  being  carried  to  him  bj 
some  one  interested  in  his  welfuv. 
and  is  the  contribution  of  those  wlhMr 
heifers  are  under  his  care.  He  is 
allowed  one  cow,  which  furnishes  him 
with  milk:  knitting  is  his  chief  em- 
ploy, and  thus  he  passes  his  time  c^f 
expatriation  in  making  stockings  and 
contemplating  the  wonders  of  nstorr 
that  surround  him  during  3  months 
of  the  year. 

h.  Excursion  to  the  Cvl  de  Balme  sad 
Tete  Noire  and  back  without  goin^  to 
Martigny,  in  about  9^  hrs.,  eombin- 
ing  the  chief  beauties  of  botli  pasa<^ 
From  the  inn  on  the  summit  of  uieCJ 
de  Balme  (Rte.  142)  turning  L  acro?^ 
meadows  marked  with  meep  ami 
cattle  tracks,  and  bearing  away  gn* 
dually  to  the  rt.  you  pass  a  sina]]  Uke. 
whence  a  rather  steep  descemt  brinz^ 
you  in  about  an  hour  immediate^ 
above  the  valley  of  the  Tdte  Noin-, 
whence  there  is  a  magnificent  view  k< 
it  and  of  the  £au  Noire  for  a  lone 
distance.  The  path  now  tarns  n. 
and  for  4  an  hour  skirts  the  edg^ « * 
the  precipice  imtil  it  arrives  immr- 
diately  alx>ve  the  H.  de  la  Tete  Noir 
(Rte.  141),  to  which  it  descends  in  r:- 
zags.  This  may  be  done  on  mnir; 
back.  A  guide  is  necessary  to  tioJ 
the  path.  It  is  perhaps  better  to  ts^' 
this  excursion  in  the  opposite  dir«L' 
tion,  going  first  to  the  Tete  Xuu>« 
ascending  to  the  Col  de  Balsv. 
and  descending  from  thence  to  Cha- 
mouni. 

»,  The  ascent  of  Afmt  Bimc  is  »<"• 
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frequently  made  when  the  weather 
is  favourable  for  the  expedition.  The 
mountain  is  now  so  well  known,  and 
the  proper  precautions  so  thoroughly 
imderstood,  that  little  serious  risk  is 
incurred.  It  should  be  generally 
known,  however,  that  those  who  make 
the  attempt  without  a  good  deal  of 
previous  training  may  suffer  severely 
from  excessive  feti^e,  and  are  likely 
to  derive  very  litue  enjoyment  from 
the  expedition.  From  the  first  ascent 
in  1786,  up  to  the  end  of  1852,  56 
persons,  exclusive  of  guides,  had  as- 
cended. The  summers  from  1852  to 
1 859  were  very  favourable ;  20  or  30 
people  made  the  ascent  in  1854,  and 
many  more  in  some  subsequent  years. 
In  1860  no  ascent  was  made,  owmg  to 
the  very  unfSGtvourable  weather  which 
prevailed. 

In  1838  a  Mademoiselle  d'Ang^ville 
reached  the  summit,  and  when  there 
ordered  the  guides  to  lift  her  over 
their  heads,  m  order  that  she  might 
have  been  hieher  than  any  one  else. 
A  Mrs.  Hamilton  went  up  in  1854. 
A  Swiss  peasant  girl  has  also  attained 
to  the  top. 

In  1820  three  guides  were  swept  off 

by  an  avalanche  and  lost,  but  when 

Messrs.  Fellowes  and    Hawes  went 

lip  in   1827   they  took  a  course  to 

the  left  of  the  Roches  Kouges,  and 

this  has  greatly  lessened  the  risk  of 

the  ascent  by  avoiding  the  most  dan- 

ijferous  part  of  it.     Jui  1855  Messrs. 

Kennedy  and  Hudson,  and  three  other 

Englishmen,  ascended  by  a  new  route 

from  St.  Gervais,  and  without  any 

tcuides.  For  fear,  however,  that  others 

should  think  that  they  can  foUow  this 

(>xample,  it  should  be  mentioned  that 

these  gentlemen    had  spent    several 

seasons  in  mountain    climbing,  and 

were  experienced  icemen,  and  had  also 

spent  a  long  time  in  surveying  and 

discussing  Mont  Blanc,  so  that  it  was 

tolerably  well  known  to  them.    They 

subsequently  published  an  account  of 

the  ascent,  and  also  of  an  attempt 

made  by  them  to  ascend  from  Cour- 

mayeur. 

Though  the  route  is  long  and 
fatiguing,  Mont  Blanc  is  not  a  very 
<Hi!icult  mountain,  and  is  far  easier 


than  Monte  Rosa,  the  Jung  Fran, 
Wetterhom,  &c.  The  expense  of  the 
ascent  was,  until  lately,  about  25/.; 
but  for  a  party  of  3  or  4  it  is  now 
reduced  to  100  Ars.  each. 

The  St  Gervais  route  is  decidedly 
more  difficult  than  that  from  Cha- 
mouni,  and  the  failures  have  been 
far  more  numerous  than  the  suc- 
cessful ascents  by  that  route.  It  has 
been  preferred  by  some  for  its  novelty, 
and  because  it  is  much  less  expensive. 
Mollard,  Cuidet,  and  Octenier,  all 
living  near  St.  Gervais,  are  recom- 
mended as  good  guides. 

The  way  from  Chamouni  first  fol- 
lows the  rt.  bank  of  the  Glacier  des 
Bossons  to  the  base  of  the  Aiguille 
du  Midi;  it  then  crosses  the  glacier, 
and  arrives  near  some  rocks  caued  the 
Grands  Muiets,  Here  it  is  customary 
to  pass  part  of  the  night  in  the  hut 
which  has  been  built  for  the  pur- 
pose. Starting  long  before  dayhgbt, 
and  ascending  the  Glacier  of  Taconay, 
a  comparative  level  of  snow,  called  the 
Grand  Plateau^  is  reached :  some  time 
afterwards  the  steepest  part  of  the 
ascent,  called  the  Mur  de  la  Cote,  is 
found,  up  which  it  isgenerally  neces- 
sary to  cut  steps.  Having  remained 
a  short  time  on  the  top,  which  is  a 
narrow  rid^  about  200  yards  lon^, 
the  descent  is  begun,  and  Chamouni  is 
usually  reached  on  Uie  same  evening. 

The  excitement  of  sleeping  out  m 
the  mountain  is  part  of  the  interest 
of  the  adventure.  This  may,  however, 
be  enjoyed  by  going  to  the  Grands 
Mulsts,  an  excursion  in  which  there 
is  no  danger,  and  by  sleeping  there; 
choosing  a  moonlient  night  and  fine 
weather  to  enjoy  the  extensive  view, 
the  bright  sky,  and  the  thunders  of 
falling  avalanches.  Sleeping,  it  ap- 
pears from  those  who  have  spent  a 
night  there,  is  not  so  easy,  owing  to 
the  noise  of  the  avalanches  and  the 
bites  of  the  fleas  1  A  hut  was  erected 
1853,  by  the  guides,  on  one  of  the 
ledges  of  the  Grands  Muiets.  It 
measures  14  ft.  by  7,  and  is  a  frame 
of  wood,  composed  below  at  Chamouni, 
and  carried  up  to  the  spot,  with  walls 
of  the  rock,  and  2  glased  sliding 
windows.  Its  height  is  10,000  ft.  above 
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the  sea-leveL  It  is  fuTnished  with  '  view.  You  may  deacend  eitim*  to 
a  very  simple  stove,  bat  the  cold  is  |  Servos  by  the  Chalets  de  ViU/,  or 
usually  intense.  !  to  Sixt  in  6  hrs.    By  startiiig  from 

N.B. — Reilly's  map  of  Mont  Blanc  ,  the  Pierre  ik  Berard  in  the  momiD^ 
ivill  be  most  usefdL  I  Sixt  may  be  reached  in  the  erening. 

(Rte.  143.) 

k.  Those  who  are  fond  of  climbine 
may,  by  taking  a  steep  path,  ascen£  in.  Another  excursion  maj  be  osftde 
ing  immediately  behind  the  Hotel  by  crossing  into  Piedmont,  over  the 
Royal,  mount  up  through  woods  and  -  Col  du  Geant,  11,146  ft.  above  the 
pastures  in  1  hr.  to  the  chalets  of  sea.  This  expedition  has  acquired 
Blaiti^re  dessous,  thence  keeping  to  new  and  painnil  interest  from  tke 
the  L,  and  after  about  f  hr.  turning  unfortunate  accident  whereby,  m 
to  the  rt,  and  crossing  the  torrent,  the  season  of  1860,  3  £ngiiso  tn- 
they  will  reach  the  chalets  of  Blaiti^re  ,  vellers,  and  one  of  their  guides,  F. 
dessus,  and  so  far  may  be  effected  on  Talrraz,  of  Chamouni,  were  lost  ic 
mules.  There  is  not  much  track  after  the  descent  towards  Couimayeur. 
this,  but  keeping  round  a  little  lake,  |  This  melancholy  occurrence  may  bc: 
and  ascending  through  blocks  of  stone  .  be  without  its  use  if  it  should  de&tr 
and  debris,  an  enormous  moraine  is  '  travellers  not  thoroughly  trs]Ded,Aod 
reached,  some  500  or  600  ft.  high;  by  |  in  eood  practice,  from  attemptinelone 
climbing  up  this  the  wild  glacier  of  and  difficult  excursions,  especially  in 
Blaitibre  is  reached  (in  4  hrs.  firom  bad  weather;  and  if  it  should  diKc: 
Chamouni),  across  which  the  Aiguille  i  increased  attention  to  the  precaatiot5 
of  Charmoz  may  be  ascended.  Messrs.  ,  necessary  in  Alpine  travelling.  Th« 
Kennedy  and  Blackwell  attempted,  in  primary  cause  of  the  disaster  wb» 
1854,  to  ascend  the  Aiguille  of  Blai-  doubtless  the  fact  that  the  ss^ir- 
ti^re  by  this  route.  Mr.  Blackwell  |  tunate  travellers  were  exhaosied  by 
ascended  to  this  glacier  Dec.  1 854,  fatigue,  but  the  inmiediate  csoae  was 
and  found  less  snow  than  in  the  the  circumstance  that  the  ropewiik 
valley.  By  keeping  to  the  rt  after  which  the  party  were  united  together 
leaving  the  little  lake  the  foot  of  the  was  merely  held  in  the  ruides'oaikd* 
Aiguille  du  Plan  may  be  reached,  instead  of  being  attached  roand  ihea 
whence  there  is  a  very  fine  view.  The  bodies.  Except  by  well-trained  mo'js* 
Montanvert  may  be  reached  by  a  path  tainers,  2  guides  should  be  taken  &r 
from  the  chdlets  of  Blaiti^re  dessus.        each  traveller  on  this  as  well  as  every 

j  other  difficult  glacier  excursion.   Tb^ 

/.  The  Buet,     This  is  a  fatiguing    passage  was  effected  in    1822  br  ; 
expedition,  but  the  fatigue  may  be    English  ladies,  Mrs.  and  Miss  Cus-p* 
much  diminished  by  sleeping  at  the    bell,  who,  with  8  guides,  started  ^ 
ch^et  of  the  Pierre  k  Berard.    After  |  mid-day,  August   18,    slept    at  lt' 
leaving   Argenti^re  (Rte.    141)  and    Tacul,  and  descended  the  next  dav  . 
Trelechant  you  follow  the  Eau  Noire,  |  Courmayeur;   and  a  Mra  Haniil'i : 
and  in  2  hrs.  from  Argenti^re  a  little  i  crossed  in  1854.    Saussure  remaiii 
plain  and  forest  is  reached,  and  in    out  many  successive  nights  and  di** 
1^  hr.  more  the  Pierre  k  Berard  is    engaged  in  experiments  on   the  >. 
found,  an  isolated  rock,  to  which  point    du  Gcant;  and  during  the  prohiNi 
mules  can  go.     A  chalet  has  oeen    of   English    goods    by  Buonaps''- 
built  here,  where  beds  and  food  can  '  smugeiers  crossed  it  from  SwitzerU 
be  obtained.    Another  curious  rock,  '  to  It^y  laden  with  British  muslinaL 
called    Table    au  Chantre,    is  then         An  hotel  on  the  Mont  Frety. 
passed,  and  the  track  ascends,  follow-  i  the  Courmayeur  side,  is  now  ctpn . 
ing  ridges  of  rocks  and  over  beds  of  |  this  would  snorten  the  joiimey  &o&.- 
snow,  till  in  3  hrs.  from  the  Pierre    2  J  hrs. 
a  Berard  the  summit  (10,206  ft.)  is  ' 
TWched,  commanding  a  magnificent        The   Tour  of  Mout  Blme   mav  **' 
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made  in  7  days.  1, 2,  and  a,  to  Cour- 
mayeur  ^te.  139);  4,  to  Aosta  (Rte. 
134);  5,  to  the  Great  St  Bernard 
(Rte.  135);  6,  to  Martij;ny  (Bte.  135); 
7,  to  CfaAmouni.  Or  in  4  long  days: 
1  and  2,  to  Courmayeur  (Rte.  139); 
3,  to  Mwtigny,  by  the  Col  Ferret 
(Rte.  137);  4,  to  Chamouni. 

A  Chamouni  guide  ooming  to  Mar^ 
tigny  is  not  allowed  to  proceed  fur- 
ther, but  a  local  guide  must  be  taken 
thence.  It  is  therefore  best  to  end 
this  tour  at  Martigny,  whence  one 
day's  pay  only  ncM  oe  given  to  a 
gude  returning  to  Chamouni. 
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ROUTE  139. 

CHAMOUin  TO  OOUBMAYBUB,  BY  THE 
OOL  DU  BONHOMMB  AlTD  THE  OOL 
D£  LA  BEIGKE. 

HOUXB. 
GhamoanL 
Col  de  Voza   ....    4 


Contamines 
Nant  Boniant 
Bonhomme 
(3iaplh.  . 
Motet  .  . 
Selgno  .  . 
Goanoayenr 


3 
2 

3i 
1« 

2 

li 

4 


Mule-path.  A  journey  of  3  days: 
1st  day  to  Contamines,  7  hrs. ;  2nd  oay 
to  ChapitL  7i  hrs.;  3rd  day  to  Cour- 
mayeur, 7i  hrs.  A  good  and  expe- 
rienced guide  is  essential,  and  the 
expedition  should  not  be  attempted 
by  ladies  except  in  settled  fine  weather. 
A  stout  walker  may  accomplish  this 
route  in  2  long  days,  sleeping  at  Nant 
Bourant  or  the  chalets  of  Mont  Jovet, 
and  passing  the  Col  du  Four  instead 
of  making  the  detour  by  Chapid. 
The  accommodation  at  the  ch&lets  of 
Nant  Bourant  is  now  very  ftdr. 

From  Chamouni  the  road  to  Ser- 
Toz  is  followed  as  far  as 

Les  Ouchesj  1^  h.,  where  a  path 
strikes  L  up  the  mountain  side  in  steep 
ziMags,  un^  within  sight  of  the 
chalets  de  la  Forclaz,  it  is  joined 
(rt.)  by  the  path  from  St,  GeT^ais 
(Rte.  138),  and  in  2^  hrs.  reaches  the 

Col  de  Voza,  nearly  6000  ft.  aboirfr^^ 
sea-leveL  The  Pavilion  de  Bwfevai^ 
erected  on  it,  commands  a  8plea<U4 
Tiew  up  the  vale  of  Chamouni,  and 
of  the  Aiguilles  towards  the  Col 
de  Balme.  This  has  b§pi^  lately  en- 
larged, and  supplies  food  ^d  tol^Q- 
able  beds,  but  the  phargeft  are  exr 
tortionate.  A  stepp  desoeni  leads 
down   into   the    Ftil   de  Mon^^^  9, 
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long  TaUey  stretching  N.  and  S.  and 
invaded  on  its  E.  side  by  the  grand 
Glacier  de  Bumnassay^  sweeping  down 
from  the  W.  flank  of  Mont  Blanc,  and 
presenting  amidst  rocks  and  snows 
a  wild  and  savage  aspect.  The 
stream  issuing  from  it  most  be  crossed 
by  a  wooden  plank  bridge,  a  little 
below  the  spot  where  it  issues  from 
the  glacier.  If  you  miss  this  bridge 
you  will  be  sorely  puzzled  to  get 
across.  From  it  you  traverse  tne 
meadows  by  a  direct  path,  through 
Ghampely  rounding  the  extremity  of 
the  spur  fix>m  Mt  Blanc,  which 
bounds  the  S.  side  of  the  valley,  and 
entering  the  Val  Montjoie  near  the 
village  of  Tresse. 

The  glacier  torrent  of  Bionnassav 
joins  the  Bon-Nant,  the  stream  which 
flows  through  the  Val  Montjoie,  near 
the  village  jBionnay,  1 J  hr.  from  the 
Col,  traversed  by  a  mule>path  from 
the  Baths  of  St  Gervais  (Rte.  138)  to 
Oontamines,  2^  hrs.'  walk. 

The  views  presented  of  Val  Mont- 
joie are  very  fine,  extending  upwards 
to  the  Bonnomme,  while  opposite  is 
seen  the  pretty  village  of  St.  Nicholas 
de  Veroce,  at  the  base  of  the  Mont  Joli. 
1^  hr.  from  Bionnay  is 

Contamines  (^Inru :  H.  l*Union,  good; 
H.  du  Bonhomme;  better  accommo- 
dation than  elsewhere  on  the  road), 
a  large  village  with  a  handsome 
Churchy  prettinr  situated  on  a  com- 
manding height  above  the  valley. 
The  traveller  going  on  to  Nant  Bou- 
rant  to  sleep,  should  inquire  what 
number  of  travellers  are  gone  ahead. 

|Trom  Contamines  an  interesting 
excursion  may  be  made  to  the  Glacier 
of  Tr&atSte.  "From  thence  it  is  pos- 
sible to  reach  Motet  by  a  shorter  but 
more  difficult  way  than  the  Bon- 
homme, passing  between  the  Aiguille 
de  Bellaval  and  that  of  feheuette. 
A  pavilion  has  been  built  close  to  the 
glacier,  from  whence  the  Aiguille  de 
B4rcmger  may  be  ascended  in  4  hrs.] 

The  path  descends  from  Contamines 
to  the  side  of  the  Bon  Nant,  which  it 
crosses  by  a  bridge  near  the  hamlet 
and  saw-mills  of  Pontet;  rt.  runs  a 
■nath  to  the  chapel  of  Notre  Dame  de 


la  Gorge,  situated  at  the  end  of  a 
ravine— a  cul-de-sac  at  the  base  of 
Mont  Joli.  On  the  Fete  of  the  As- 
sumption (Aug.  15)  thousands  of  pea- 
sants resort  hither  fh>m  the  neigh- 
bouring valleys,  on  a  pilgrimage  to 
the  chapeL 

A  very  steep  and  rudely-paved  path 
leads  directly  out  of  the  ravine,  step- 
wise, and  through  a  forest :  the  bu% 
rocks  in  the  path,  and  the  laigc- 
stones  which  fill  up  the  interstices, 
make  this  a  difiicult  road  for  mulefi, 
and  a  fatigpiing  one  to  men.  It  leads 
in  less  than  2  hrs.  to  the  chalets  and 
pasturages  of 

Nant  B(mrant  (a  small  /im,  with  T 
or  8  beds  ;  extortionate,  unless  yoo 
bargain ).  Here  the  torrent  is  cro&sed 
by  a  stone  bridge.  The  gulf  throng 
which  it  rushes  has  a  fearful  depth  ; 
and  a  little  way  down,  below  th«- 
bridge,  the  water  falls  into  a  still 
blacker  and  deeper  ravine,  forming 
the  Nanty  or  cataract  of  the  Bonrani ; 
it  is  difficult  from  above  to  get  a 
view  of  its  furious  descent. 

The  finest  fall  on  the  Bonnant  is 
one  seldom  seen,  a  short  ^  honr  froiu 
these  ch&lets,  on  that  branch  of  th*' 
stream  which  descends  from  the  sk- 
cier  of  Trelatete.  It  is  not  necessary 
to  return  from  thence  to  the  chalets 
in  ascending  the  Bonhomme. 

Above  the  chalets  the  valley  is  vrrr 
narrow,  the  road  passing  through  thp 
forest,  which  belts  and  clothes  the 
base  of  the  Mont  Joli;  at  length  it 
enters  upon  the  pasturages,  whicix  arr 
rich,  though  scanty  from  the  quantity 
of  stones  and  rocks  that  aboon*!. 
After  rising  above  the  debrU  whicb 
have  fSallen  from  the  mountaina,  the 
path  winds  up  to  the 

Ch&lets  of  Mont  JweL,  \\  hr.  fxoB. 
Nami  Baurant^  where  the  traveller  usu- 
ally rests  and  obtains  the  refreshmeot 
of  bread,  wine,  and  milk.   A  room  ha^ 
been  fitted  up  with  beds,  and  a  traveller 
by  sleeping  here  may  dinde  the  jouraev 
toChamouni;  but  the  traveller  shool'i 
arrive  early,  or  secure  the  room  beibn- 
hand,  and  meat  be  brought^  as  nos^ 
canbeeot.  Between  Nant  Bouraotaiid 
these  cnfilets  huge  masses  of  gboer^ 
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extend  down  the  S.W.  flanks  of  Mont 
Blanc ;  and  immediately  above  them 
is  the  vast  glacier  of  Tr^tdte. 
This,  and  the  Mack  rocks  which  sup- 
port it  on  one  side  of  the  valley,  and 
the  precipices  and  d&yris  over  which 
there  is  a  pass  to  the  valley  of  Haute 
Lace  on  the  other,  almost  enclose 
these  chalets  as  in  a  deep  basin.  Up- 
ward, the  valley  is  closed  by  the  Bon- 
homme; and,  on  looking  back,  the 
whole  length  of  the  Yal  Mont  Joie  is 
seen  bounded  by  the  peaks  of  the 
Varens  above  St.  Martin. 

Prom  the  ch&lets  of  Mont  Jovet  the 
path  leads  up  a  steep  acclivity  which 
overhangs  the  depths  of  the  valley. 
As  the  mountain  is  ascended,  it  be- 
comes more  and  more  sterile;  the 
pine  does  not  grow  so  high  as  the 
chalets,  and  on  the  next  terrace 
above  them,  called  the  Plan  des 
Dames,  the  rhododendron  is  the  laraest 
shrub  that  flourishes.  On  the  Flan 
there  is  a  cairn,  a  heap  of  stones, 
which  has  existed  from  time  imme- 
moriaL  Tradition  says,  that  a  great 
lady  with  her  suite  perished  here  in  a 
storm,  and  gave  name  to  the  fatal 
.spot;  every  guide  adds  a  stone  to  the 
cairn,  and  requests  the  traveller  to  do 
so,  firom  some  feeling  of  awe  asso- 
ciated with  it  as  a  duty. 

Prom  the  Plan  des  Dames  the  path 
leads  np  herbless  slopes  and  over 
some  patches  of  snow,  to  reach  what, 
from  below,  seems  to  be  the  coL  On 
the  left,  wild  and  abrupt  precipices 
rise:  and  two  of  the  peaked  rocks 
there  bear  the  name  of  the  Bonhomme 
and  the  Femme  du  Bonhomme. 

The  crest,  however,  which  lies  close 
to  these  pinnacles  is  that  of  the  Col 
ile  la  Sauce,  across  which  a  path  leads 
down  to  Mazime  de  Beaufort,  and 
the  whole  course  of  the  valley  of 
Beaufort  to  the  Bourg  is  seen  before 
and  below  the  traveller.  On  looking 
back,  too,  tJie  valley  of  Mont  Joie  is 
»een  in  all  its  length;  and  there  is  a 
S^lorious  vista  of  Alpine  peaks. 

The  passage  of  the  Col  du  Bon- 
lomme  ( 8195  ft.)  is  at  times  dangerous 
n  bad  weather,  owing  to  its  exposure 
:o  the  W.  wind,  which  stirs  up  those 
'earful    snow-eddies    called    **tour- 


mentes'*  upon  this  outlier  of  the  Alps. 
A  guide  should  be  taken  if  there  is  tne 
least  prospect  of  bad  weather.  On  the 
13th  of  S^tember,  1830,  two  EngUsh 
gentlemen  perished  in  a  snow-storm 
whilst  crossing  it — the  Bev.  Richard 
Braken,  aged  30,  and  Augustus  Camp- 
bell, aged  20. 

The  path  to  the  Col  du  Bonhomme 
turns  on  the'  left  from  the  Col  de  la 
Sauce,  behind  the  pinnacles  of  rock, 
and,  ascending  but  slightly  by  a  loose, 
swampy,  pathless  slope,  reaches  in  an 
hour  the 

Croix  du  Bonhomme,  8195  ft  above 
the  sea  level  —  Forbes.  Prom  it,  the 
beautifal  Mont  Pourri,  one  of  the 
most  elegant  snow-clad  peaks  in  the 
Alps,  in  the  Yal  Is^re  (Kte.  148),  is 
finely  seen. 

Prom  the  col  three  routes  branch 
off:  that  on  the  L  conducts,  by  the  Col 
du  Pour,  to  Motet;  a  middle  course, 
rarely  followed,  leads  to  the  Hameau 
du  Glacier;  while  that  on  the  rt. 
leads  down,  in  1^  hr.,  to  the  ch&lets 
of  Chapiik,  over  a  broken  swampy 
ground.  The  Col  du  Four  (8891  ft), 
reached  by  the  path  on  the  t  from  the 
Col  du  Bonhomme,  leads  to  Motet  an 
hour  sooner  than  by  the  detour  to 
Chapiil,  but  the  road  rises  800  ft. 
higher,  and  the  descent  is  much 
more  fatiguing;  the  accommoda- 
tions, too,  at  Motet,  are  worse  than 
those  at  Chapiu :  it  is,  however, 
often  taken,  for  the  sake  of  gaining 
time,  by  those  who  go  to  Courmayeur 
from  Nant  Bourant  in  one  day.  The 
track  to  Chapiu  is  less  fatiguing,  but 
it  is  easily  missed,  and  a  guide  is 
ahuost  indispensable. 

Chapiiu  Inns,  H.  du  Soleil,  best, 
but  homely;  H.  des  Voya^eurs.  By 
descending  from  hence  me  Vol  de 
Bellaval,  Bourg  St.  Maurice  in  the 
Tarentaise  is  reached  in  3  hrs.  The 
path  in  the  opposite  direction  to  Cour- 
mayeur leads  in  li  hr.  by  the  stream 
of  the  Yersoi  to  the  Hameau  du 
Glacier,  so  called  from  its  proximity 
to  one  of  the  glaciers  of  Mont  Blanc, 
and,  half  a  league  further,  to 

The  Chdlets  of  Motet.    Here  are  2 
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small  inns  or  ch^lets^  one  containing 
'\  the  other  4  beds,  clean  but  rough, 
and  dear. 

The  three  paths  from  the  Col  du 
Bonhomme  au  meet  at  Motet;  from 
thence  the  ascent  of  the  Ck>l  de  la 
Seigne,  though  tedious,  is  not  diffi- 
cult The  summit,  1^  hr.  from  Motet, 
is  8247  ft.  above  the  sea.  It  com- 
mands the  whole  extent  of  the  Allee 
Blanche  and  the  S.  side  of  Mont 
Blanc,  which,  rising  11,000  ft.  above 
the  A116e  Blanche,  without  being  ab- 
solutely a  precipice,  is  in  great  part  too 
steep  to  allow  snow  to  rest  on  it  The 
ridge  of  the  Col  de  la  Seigne  sepa- 
rates the  waters  which  run  into  the 
Bhone  from  those  which  are  tribu- 
taries of  the  Po. 

''From  the  Col  de  la  SeignOy  an 
Alpine  view  of  extraordinary  mag- 
nificence burst  upon  us.  We  looked 
upon  Mont  Blanc,  and  along  the 
course  of  the  valleys  which  divide 
Piedmont  from  the  Valais,  and  ex- 
tend nearly  30  miles  on  the  S.E. 
side  of  its  enormous  mass,  through 
the  Allee  Blanche,  the  Val  Veni, 
and  the  Val  d'Entr^ves,  to  the  Col 
Ferrex.  Two  immense  pyramids  of 
rugged  rock  rear  fr^mi  the  valley 
their  scathed  heads,  and  appear  like 
guards  to  the  'monarch  of  moun- 
tains ;'  beyond  and  below  them  lay 
the  little  lake  of  Combal,  whence 
issues  one  of  the  sources  of  the  Doira 
Baltea  ;  and  down  the  sides  of  Mont 
Blanc  appeared  to  stream  the  slaciers 
of  the  AUee  Blanche  and  the  Miage  ; 
whilst  the  distant  peaks  which  over- 
hang the  western  side  of  this  long 
valley  or  valleys  (for  different  por- 
tions of  it,  from  the  Col  de  la  Seigne 
to  the  Col  Ferrex,  bear  different 
names)  give  a  peculiarly  grand  and 
severe  aspect  to  the  scene ;  among 
these  the  G^ant  and  the  Grand  Jo- 
rasse  are  distinguished.  The  eastern 
side  of  the  vaUey  is  formed  by  the 
Craroont,  and  a  ran?e  of  mountains 
which  extend  to  the  Col  Ferrex, 
and  terminate  the  vista  in  Mont  Velan 
and  the  masses  which  surround  the 
pass  of  the  Great  St  Bernard.  The 
summit  of  Mont  Blanc  was  occasion- 
ally enveloped    in   clouds,  and   the 


changes  which  these  prodooed  upoi 
the  scene  were  often  stzikiiigly  bnu- 
tiftiL  Most  travellers,  who«e  expec- 
tations have  been  formed  upon  the 
descriptions  in  g^de-books,  are  l«d 
to  believe  that  the  £.  side  of  Mont 
Blanc  is  one  vast  precipice,  from  the 
summit  down  to  the  AJJe«  Blioche  : 
it  is  certainly  much  moire  abrupt  ibsm 
towards  the  vale  of  Chamonm ;  ba; 
no  such  anticipation  will  be  wiUmi 
in  the  magnificent  view  fnxm  the  Col 
de  la  Seigne. 

"From  this  col,  leading  across  the 
great  chain  of  the  Alps,  we  befu 
our  descent  over  some  beds  of  sno«, 
which,  lying  on  the  nortfaem  side  of  ib- 

5 ath,  remain  unmelted.  Altera  tedious 
escent  to  the  first  pestorage,  at  tb? 
base  of  the  two  immense  p7TaBiid» 
which  formed  so  striking  a  featnrr 
from  the  summit,  we  sat  down  upon  tii^ 
short  and  soft  grass  of  the  pastnrsf^ 
of  the  chalets  of  the  Allee  BUmc^, 
to  rest  the  mules  and  oaisehes. 
and  took  refreshment,  which  we  had 
brought  with  us.  The  sward  aroawi 
us  was  enamelled  with  beantifiil 
flowers  :  of  these,  the  broad  patebes 
of  the  deep  blue  gentianella  wore  tl» 
richest  in  colour  ;  the  Alpine  raiiiiB- 
culus,  and  a  hundred  other  vmriede^ 
embellished  the  place  where  w«  rested; 
beinff  surrounded  by,  and  in  the  is- 
mediate  vicinity  o(  the  loftiest  TUMSh 
tains  in  Europe. 

"  Soon  after  leaving  this  delight&I 
spot,  we  skirted  the  little  Is&e  d 
ConiKil  by  a  very  narrow  path- 
After  passing  the  lake  at  the  lowtr 
extremity,  across  an  embankmi^ 
of  great  thickness  and  etreo£:t}< 
the  path  descends  on  the  L  side  ^ 
the  torrent,  which  struggles  ^th  hc^ 
rid  violence  in  continued  eatarv'* 
down  the  ravine  for  several  OIi>^ 
particularly  where,  in  passing  by  t>' 
glacier  of  Miage,  our  route  lay  aoci^ 
rocks  and  stones,  the  dibris  of  '-i- 
mountain,  brought  down  hy  the  pr 
cier,  of  which  it  concealed  the  )m* 
and  sides. 

"  The  path  is  ronsh  and  stooy  hf?- 
and  there,  and  a  uttle  water  fr^» 
streams  trickles  across  it 

"  At  length  we  escaped  from  this  h- 
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tigning  part  of  our  route,  and  entered 
the  1»aDtiful  meadows  of  the  Val 
Veni,  which  are  separated  firom  the 
Val  d'Entrdves  by  a  high  ridge  that 
skirts  thefbrest  of  St  Nieolas.  There 
are  several  eranc^  in  which  the 
^at  qnantitiea  of  hay  made  in  the 
meadows  and  slopes  of  this  valley  are 
stored 

**  The  forest  of  St  Nicolas,  which 
we  traversed  on  our  way  to  Corma- 
yeur,  is  opposite  to  some  extensive 
baildings  at  tiie  fbot  of  the  Glacier 
de  Brenva.      These  were   formerly 
occupied    by  miners,  who  prepared 
the    lead    and   copper    ores   raised 
near  this  place ;    oat  the  expenses 
having  exceeded    the   profits,  these 
buildings  are  now  £slling  to  decay. 
Across  the  valley  we  saw  the  beau- 
tiful  glacier   of  Brenva    appearing 
through  the  enormous   larones  ana 
uines  of  the  forest,  presenting  a  scene 
deservedly  esteemea  one  of  the  finest 
in  the  AJps.    We   now  rapidly  de- 
scended by    a  narrow   road    which 
overhangs    the    lower  range  of  the 
glacier  of  the    Brenva   whose   sides 
were  covered  with  masses  of  granite 
and  other  rocks  of  great  magnitude. 
The  torrent  which  we  had  seen  rushing 
through  the  valley  passed  beneath  the 
glacier,  and  reappeared  increased  by 
a  stream,  which  issued  from  an  arch 
at  the  termination  of  the  glacier,  like 
that  of  tJie  Arveron  in  the  vsle  of 
Chamoimy.'' — Brochedon, 

The    chief  glaciers  of  the  AUee 
Blanche  (on  the  N.  side)  are,  1.  G.  de 
rEstellette ;  2.  G.  de  TAllee  Blanche; 
3.  G.  de  Miage ;  4.  G.  de  la  BroQva. 
The  2nd  and  Srd  of  these  have  formed 
barriers  across  the  valley  by  moraines, 
so  as  to  have  occasioned  lakes  by  the 
interruption  of  the  river  course.   That 
formed    by  the   Glacier   de   I'Allee 
Blanche  is  nearly  filled  up  by  alluvial 
matter ;    but  an  extensive  &i  attests 
its   Ibniier  existence,  together  with 
the  barricade  of  debris  through  which 
the  river  now  tumbles  in  a  foaming 
rapid.      The  moraine  of  the  G.  de 
Mjage   is  perhaps  the   most  extra- 
ordinary in  the  whole  Alps,  and  has 
given    rise   to    the    Lac   de    Combat, 
Below  the  moraine  of  Miage,  which 


occupies  the  valley  for  some  space, 
are  some  ch&lets,  and  then  a  level 
fertQe  plain,  whilst  the  valley  widens, 
and  b^mes  less  savage  and  more 
romantic.  Trees  appear  on  both  sides, 
especiaUy  on  the  rt,  where  the  forest 
is  very  fine,  and  clothes  all  the  N. 
slope  of  a  conical  summit,  called 
Mont  Chdtifj  or  Pain  de  Sucre,  which 
is  composed  of  granite,  though  sepa- 
rated from  the  great  chain  by  secon- 
dary rocks.  The  paths  through  these 
woods  are  most  beautiful  and  striking. 
That  leading  to  Cormaveur,  after  at- 
taining some  height  al>ove  the  tor- 
rent proceeds  nearly  on  a  level,  until, 
emer^png  from  the  trees,  we  come  into 
full  view  of  the  mafnifioent  Glacier 
de  la  Brenva,  whicn,  occupying  a 
hollow  to  the  £.  of  Mont  Blanc,  pours 
its  mass  into  the  valley  filled  up  in  a 
good  measure  with  its  moraine,forming 
a  kind  of  bridge  which  it  has  pushed 
before  it  and  on  which  it  bestrides 
obliquely  the  All^e  Blanche,  abutting 
against  its  opposite  side  at  liie  foot  of 
the  Mont  Chetif.  A  cha^l,  dedicated 
to  Notre  Dame  de  la  Guerison,  stands 
on  the  rt.  of  the  way,  exactly  opposite 
to  the  ice ;  and  another  steep  aescent 
conducts  us  again  to  the  bank  of 
the  river,  which  here  turns  abruptly, 
alter  its  confluence  with  the  stream  of 
the  Val  Ferrex,  into  a  ravine,  cutting 
the  range  of  the  Pain  de  Sucre.  The 
united  streams  are  passed  by  a  wooden 
bridge  at  the  Baths  of  La  Saxe,  and 
20  min.  more  brinffs  the  traveller,  in 
4  hrs.  fr^m  the  Col  de  la  Seigne,  to 

Cowrmaywr*    (Rte.  134). 
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I  the  valley  narrows,  and  the  road 
ascends  steeply  on  the  banks  of  the 
Arve,  opposite  to  the  bases  of  the 
Aiffuilles  Kouges,  to  some  pastnrages, 
and  the  hamlet  of  Ln  TsUs  ;  beyond, 
the  Arre  is  crossed,  and  the  viU^  of 

Argentine  is  left  on  the  rt.  hiad; 
this  is  the  third  and  highest  parbh 
in  the  valley ;  here  the  magnificent  gla- 
cier  of  Are;entidre  is  seen  streaming 
down  from  between  the  Aigailles  d'Ar- 
genti^re  and  du  Tour. 

The  char-road  here  ceases.  Abost 
\  a  mile  beyond  the  villa^  the  patk 
divides,  that  to  the  rt.  leadmg  over  the 
Col  de  Balme;  taking  that  to  the  I. 
it  rises  rapidly  to  the  miserable  ham- 
let of  TrelSchanl,  passing  what  i« 
balled  the  Montets,  a  sterile  gorge,  and 
a  short  league  from  Aigenti^re  the 
summit  of  the  first  pass  is  attained;  the 
streams  on  either  side  take  dUferent 
courses,  that  through  Chamonm  to 
the  Arve,  and  that  towards  Martignv 
to  the  Rhone. 

A  little  beyond  the  crest,  near  Povsi, 
the  savage  and  sterile  valley  of  B^nrd 
opens  to  the  left,  through*  whidi  the 
Eau  Noire,  the  torrent  of  the  Yal 
Orsine,  descends;  ^  hr*8.  walk  up  the 
valley,  the  Eau  Noire  forms  a  verv 
finecofcadiff.  OnlookinguptbisvaUer. 
the  snows  of  the  lofty  Btiiet  Xjim^ 
behind  the  Aiguilles  Bougies  are  sees, 
rrhe  ascent  of  the  B^ut  may  be  msde 
from  Couteraye,  following  the  Eao 
Noire  upwards  to  the  Ch&let  Berard. 
where  it  is  possible  to  pass  the 
night  The  viOley  of  Sixt  (Kte.  \^'^ 
may  be  reached  either  by  passion 
over  the  summit  of  the  Bnet,  or  br 
the  Col  de  TEchaud,  S.  W.  of  the  %\aA- 
mit.]  After  passing  the  hamlet  of 
Couteraie  the  road  descends  to 


ROUTE  141. 

ClIAMOtmi    TO      MARTIONr,      BY     THE 
TETE  NOTRE. 

Chmnomil.  "**'"• 

Argenti^re M5 

Tete  Noire 3 

Forclas     ......    1.30 

Martlgny 2.16 

S  or  9  hrs.  moderate  walking:  10 
with  a  mule,  including  stoppages :  no 
guide  needed.  Ladies  should  take 
a  char  to  Argenti^re,  6  m.  above 
ChamonnL 

Two  roads  lead  from  Chamouni  to 
Martieny;  one  by  the  T^te  Noire, 
the  other  by  the  Col  de  Balme.  Tra- 
vellers are  often  perplexed  which  to 
choose  of  these  two  passes.  The 
general  scenery  of  the  T6te  Noire  is 
superior;  but  the  C(d  de  Balme  has 
(me  view  which  fSar  surpasses  any  in 
the  Tete  Noire. 

[Those  who  can  spare  2^  additional 
hours  for  the  journey  should  proceed 
from  Chamouni  to  tne  top  of  the  Col 
de  Balme  and  enioy  the  view  (Rte. 
142),  then,  descenmng  L,  strike  off  into 
the  Yal  Orsine  across  the  pastures 
and  through  the  forest,  dropping  down 
upon  the  village  of  Yal  Orsine.  Al- 
though no  path  is  marked  for  the 
first  part  of  the  way,  this  detour  may 
be  made  on  horseback,  and  is  well 
worth  the  trouble,  combining  as  it 
does  the  beauties  of  the  two  passes  of 
the  Tete  Noire  and  Col  de  Balme. 
Another  course,  more  direct,  but  not 
well  marked,  leaids  from  the  Inn  on  the 
Col  de  Balme  to  the  Inn  of  the  Tdte 
Noire,  across  meadows,  by  the  side  of 
a  small  lake,  and  finally  along  the 
edge  of  the  precipice  above  the  Eau 
Noire,  whence  it  descends  in  zigzags. 
(Rte.  138.)1 

The  roaa  lies  up  the  vale  of  Cha- 
mouni, by  Lea  Prig  (Praz\  where  the 
path  to  tne  Arveron  diverges.  The 
lain  route  of  the  valley  continues  to 

le  chapel  and  hamlet  of  Tines :  here 


Val  Orsine t  the  chief  village  of  thi' 
valley,  where  it  is  possible  to  get  a 
bed.  Its  church  having  been  mott 
than  once  swept  away,  a  strong  raic- 
part  of  masonry  and  earth  has  beefi 
raised  to  defend  it  flrom  similar  cata^ 


JT.de  la  Cascade  Barberine^  half-ws; 
to  Martig^y.  }  hr*s.  walk  finom  tbi» 
there  is  a  very  beautiful  vraterfiU) «« 
the  W.  side  of   the    valley     <?»!'*•' 
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Cascade  Barberme,  ThU  cascade  is 
one  of  the  most  beautifbl  in  the  Alps, 
and  well  worth  a  detour,  which  it 
involyes. 

The  valley  now  narrows  to  a  gorge : 
through  it,  the  torrent  forces  its  way 
into  the  more  open  valley  below, 
acquiring  in  its  course  the  contri- 
butions of  numerous  waterfalls  and 
streams  from][the  glaciers  above. 

In  this  gorge  an  old  barrier  or  gate 
marks  the  n'ontier  of  Yallais,  near  to 
which  a  small  redoubt  has  been 
thrown  up:  soon  after  the  torrent  is 
crossed,  at  a  spot  where  a  mill  and 
some  pleasant  meadows  contrast  with 
the  generally  savage  character  of  the 
deep  valley.  There  is  hardly  a  spot 
in  the  Alps  which  affords  grander 
s(;enery  than  the  3  m.  between  the 
iuns  of  the  Cascade  and  Tete  Noire 
-rocks  and  pine-woods,  ice  above, 
the  torrent  or  verdant  meadows  be- 
low, and  in  the  distance,  looking  back, 
the  glorious  peak  of  the  Aiguilles 
Rouges. 

rprom  this  point  a  very  beautiful 
mme-path  strikes  off  into  the  valley 
of  the  Rhone,  down  the  valley  of  the 
Trient.     ( See  end  of  this  Route.)] 

To  avoid  a  bad  place,  called  Mau- 
pas,  a  short  tunnel  is  pierced  through 
a  rock,  in  a  situation  of  singular  gran- 
deur, whare  it  overhangs  precipitously 
the  dark  valley  beneath. 

10  min.  beyond  the  tunnel  (Roche 
Percee)  is  the  BStel  de  la  Tete  Noire. 
This  is  the  usual  halting  -  place 
)etween  Chamouni  and  Martigny, 
abou 1 4^  hrs.  from  Chamouni).  This 
s  a  very  good  and  comfortable  place 
or  those  to  sleep  at  who  are  unwilling 
o  fatigue  themselves  by  going  from 
yhamoimi  to  Martigny  in  one  day. 
^lose  to  the  inn  is  tne  path  alreaoy 
lentloned  leading  to  the  Col  cfe 
Salme,  and  that  described  in  next 
a^e,  dawn  the  Yale  of  the  Trient. 
l^ear  this  spot  the  road  turns  ab- 
iptly  into  the  dark  forest  of  Trient, 
Assing^  round  the  shoulder  of  a  monn- 
lin  covered  with  dark  forests:  this 
lonlder  is  called  the  Tdte  Noire,  be- 
ond  which  the  road  through  the  forest 
>iitinaes  for  half  an  hour.  In  the 
*pth9  below  the  forest,  the  torrent 


of  the  Trient  is  heard  forcing  its 
way  into  the  Eau  Noire,  which  it 
joins  before  their  streams  fall  into  the 
Rhone. 

On  leaving  the  forest,  the  valley  of 
Trient  opens,  and  the  traveller  reaches 

Trient,  a  hamlet  with  a  poor  /mt. 

The  little  valley  of  Trient  is  deeply 
seated  amidst  pine  forests,  the  dibrte 
of  the  surrounding  mountains,  and 
the  fearful  precipices  from  which 
these  have  been  detached.  In  the 
plain  of  the  valley  some  barley  is 
grown,  and  the  meadows  are  luxu- 
riant. 

A  little  way  beyond  the  hamlet  of 
Trient,  the  torrent  which  descends 
from  the  glacier  of  Trient  is  crossed, 
and  a  steep  path  leads  up  through  the 
forest  which  clothes  the  mountain  side 
of  the  Forclaz  (30  min.).  About  half 
way  up,  the  path  from  the  Col  de 
Balme  fklls  in.   [The  traveller  who  is 

foing  f^om  the  Forclaz  to  the  Great 
t.  Bernard  may  agreeably  vary  the 
hackneyed  route  by  Martigny  and 
Sembranchier,  by  following  the  valley 
of  Champez.  It  is  a  bridle-patn 
that  requires  9  hrs.  Ladies  should 
therefore  sleep  the  previous  night  at 
the  T§te  Noire  inn.  From  the  For- 
claz the  path  diverges  and  gradually 
ascends,  and  between  the  chalets  of 
La  Giete  and  Bovine  affords  a  more 
extensive  and  magnificent  view  than 
from  the  Forclaz.  Milk  in  abundance 
can  be  got  at  Bovine.  A  little  after, 
the  path  descends  by  sharp  zigzags  to 
the  Dottom  of  the  valley  of  Champez, 
and  crosses  its  torrent  by  a  plank- 
bridge.  Thence  it  runs  parallel  to, 
but  above,  the  torrent,  and  passes  the 
village  of  Champez  ;  this  part  of  the 
road  is  bad.  Beautiful  meadows  and 
woods  succeed ;  at  last,  on  emer^g 
from  a  pine- wood,  the  secluded  litUe 
lake  of  Champez  is  seen,  set  in  a  frin^ 
of  firs,  with  the  splendid  Combm 
towering  in  the  distance  behind  it.  Its 
water  is  very  clear  and  shallow.  A 
rapid  descent  of  f  hr.  to  Orsidres.] 

On  the  Col  is  (or  was)  a  Swiss 
gendarme,  who  makes  a  demand  of 
1  fr.  per  passport — a  simple  piece  of 
authorized  extortion,  no  way  credit- 
able to  the  Swiss  authorities. 
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From  the  Forclai  tlie  view  is 
limited,  bat  i  hx^B.  walk  lower  down 
a  turn  in  the  valley  displays  in 
perfection  the  course  of  the  Khone 
through  the  Yalais,  a  prospect  cele- 
brated in  the  Alps.  Tne  aescent  is 
by  fine  pasturaees,  and  1^  hr.  are  re- 
quired to  reach  Martigny>le-Bourg. 
The  path  is  much  shdtered  by  pines 
and  beeches,  and  lower  in  the  valley 
by  the  pear  and  apple-trees:  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  these  are  numerous 
cottages,  and  many  are  passed  before 
the  path  falls  into  the  route  that  leads 
from  Martiniy  to  the  Great  St  Ber- 
nard, and  the  valley  of  the  Drance  at 
Martigny-le-Bourg  (Bte.  135).  Those 
who  are  going  to  St.  Bernard  may 
possibly  find  quarters  here,  but  it  is 
much  better  to  go  on  1  m.  to 

Martignyla-  VUle  (Bte.  56). 

It  takes  2^  hrs.  to  ascend  from  Mar- 
tig^y  to  the  Forclaz,  2  hrs.  to  descend. 

X^THe  Noire  to  Martigny  by  tha  Gorge 
of  the  Eau  Noire,  FinhauU  ond  Vemayaz, 
— The  route  from  Tete  Noire  to  Mar- 
tigny may  be  varied  bjr  following  the 
stream  or  the  Eau  Noire  downwards 
into  the  valley  of  the  Rhone,  through 
a  very  beautinil  gorge,  and  it  is  out  cmd 
out  finer  than  the  usual  path  over  the 
Forclaz.  It  is  especially  preferable  to 
it  in  cloudy  weather.  On  turning  1.  out 
of  the  Tete  Noire  route,  just  Myond 
the  boundary-gate  of  the  Vallais,  be- 
fore crossing  the  second  bridge  E.  of 
the  Barberine  Hotel,  it  ascends  by  the 
hamlet  of  Chatelard  in  steep  zigzag^ 
to  nearly  the  summit  of  the  N.  Dank 
of  the  valley  of  the  Eau  Noire.  It 
then  proceed  nearly  on  a  level  through 
that  valley  into  the  valley  of  Trient, 
by  way  or  Finhaut,  to  IHnquent  and 
Solvent  (waterfall  in  woody  ravine), 
and  thence  descends  into  ihe  Rhone 
valley  at  Vemayaz  rly.  stat.  The 
path  was  nearly  reconstructed  1859, 
and  is  for  the  most  part  excellent  as 
a  mule-path.] 

From  the  1.  side  of  the  Val  de 
Trient,  the  upper  part  of  the  valley 
looks  like  a  narrow  black  trench, 
and  the  distant  view  of  Mont  Blanc 
filling  up  the  depression  in  the 
side  of  the  valley  of  Chamouni, 
hrough  which  the  road  of  the  Tete 


Noire  passes,  is  also  yery  fine.  Ca- 
rious examples  of  **  glacier  markiiigs.'' 
interesting  to  ^e  geolosist,  msj  bf 
observed  on  the  rocks  of  this  vule^. 
Beyond  Solvent  it  leaves  the  inaccfe" 
sible  gorge  through  which  the  Trient 

Sours  into  the  vuley  of  the  BlioDe  & 
ttle  to  the  rt.,  and  descends  by  sgooa 
mule-path  through  a  pretty  little  wtJl- 
wooded  valley  upon  the  yillaee  of 
Vemayeut  a  little  above  the  SalKDcbe 
waterfall,  2  m.  from  MarUgny.  Tbr 
scenery  is  very  fine  throughout,  tod 
the  path  well  made,  and  may  be  foosd 
without  a  guide.  Between  Trinqoe>t 
and  Salvent  a  romantic  little  bridge  > 
passed,  similar,  and  equal  in  beaotv  ti 
situation  to  the  Fantenbriicke  in  iLr 
Lint-thaL  From  Salvent*  two  litil* 
frequented  passes  lead  to  SixL  (Sr 
lite.  143.) 
Vemayaz  Railway  Stat.    Bte.  5t. 


ROUTE  142. 

HARTIGKT   TO  OBAMOUin,  BT  THE  COL 
DE  BALME. 

HoozL 
MartigDy. 

FordM U 

ColdeBalme Si 

Argenti^re Si 

Quunoiinl i* 

About  20  m.,  8^  hrs'.  steady  wall- 
ing, 10}  hrs.  with  a  mule,  indudiof «  J 
hiSt  at  the  summit.    No  guide  nee^' 
in  clear  weather. 

This  road,  inferior  in  attractioia  * 
the  Tete  Noire,  on  the  whole,  mav  ^ 
recommended  to  travellers  who  a^ 
proach  Chamouni  from  the  Yak? 
for  the  sake  of  the  magnificent  ^' 
spective  view  of  Mont  Slanc  and  t 
Aiguilles  from  the  summit  of  the  i 
de  Balme.    It  should  be  taken  0L 
in  clear  weather. 

On  leaving  Martigny,  the  re;:'! 
over  the  Forclaz  (Rte.  141),  renovi'^^l 
for  its  view  over  the  Bhone  yaUe,^.  -^i 
passed;  but,  in  descending  to  the  vaLsi 
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of  Trient,  a  path  to  the  L  avoids  the 
village  and  leads  towards  the  valley 
and  tne  dark  forest,  up  throu^  which 
lies  the  ascent  to  the  Col  de  Balme. 

The  path  follows  the  margin  of  tiie 
Trient  torrent,  then  crosses  it  and 
ascends  to  the  forest  of  Magmn^  which 
takes  40  min.  to  traverse.  The  path 
through  it  has  been  improvea  of 
late  years.  It  was  very  steep  and 
fatiguing,  often  intercepted  bj  the 
entanglM  roots  of  the  pines,  which 
form  steps  2  or  3  fL  in  height,  making 
it  a  auDJect  of  wonder  how  moles 
i^ot  up  or  down  such  places.  At 
length,  after  climbing  about  1  hr.  up 
rhe  mountain  side,  and  through  the 
forest,  the  traveller  emerges  upon  the 
pasturages  and  chilets  of  fierbag^res. 
A.bove  these  the  ascent  is  gradual  to 
;he  Col  de  Balme,  where  one  of  the 
inest  scenes  in  the  world  bursts  upon 
he  traveller.  Mont  Blanc,  from  his 
tnmmit  to  his  base  in  the  vale  of 
3hamouni,  lies  like  a  model  before 
iim,  surrounded  by  the  Aiguillee  of 
'ja  Tour,  Amntidre,  Verte,  Dm, 
]Iharmoz,  Mim,  &c  &c. ;  and  each 
livided  from  its  neighbour  by  enor- 
uous  glaciers  which  stream  lnto> 
he  valley.  Below,  the  eye  sweeps 
ts  course  entirely  through  the  vaie 
f  Chamouni,  to  the  C(m  de  Yosa, 
t  its  other  extremity.  On  the 
L,  the  AiguiUes  Rouges  are  the 
earest :  beyond  these,  bounding  the 
alley,  lies  the  Breven,  and  more  to 
le  right  the  snowy  summit  of  the 
tuet.  It  is  a  magnifioent  scene  to 
well  upon,  and  those  who  do  not 
rrive  at  Chamouni  by  the  Col  de 
Salme  ought  to  make  an  excursion 
•om  the  Prieure,  Expressly  to  enjoy 
lis  most  glorious  view. 
There  is  a  house  of  refuge  on  the 
ol  de  Balme,  where  shelter  and  re- 
eshment,  with  wine,  may  be  had,  and 
or  6  tolerable  beds  are  ready  to  re- 
ive travellers  overtaken  by  a  storm. 
On  the  descent  the  source  of  the 
rve  is  passed,  at  least  the  highest 
'  its  springs ;  the  path  lies  down 
'er  iinepasturages,  and  by  the  chll- 
ts  of  Cnaramifian  to  the  hamlet 
'  Toar,  where  cultivation,  though 
anty,  is  reached,  and  barley,  oats, 


and  flax  are  raised.  On  the  banks 
of  the  torrent  may  be  observed  heaps 
of  blackish  slaty  rubbbh,  which  is 
brought  down  by  the  torrents,  and 
carefully  preserved  by  the  inhabitants 
in  small  heaps.  The  traveller  will 
be  pleased  with  the  sagacity  of  the 
peasants  when  he  learns  that  this 
black  slaty  earth  is  scattered  over  the 
snow  witn  which  the  fields  are  co- 
vered in  the  spring  to  accelerate  its 
melting,  which  it  really  effects  several 
weeks  before  it  would  otherwise  dis- 
appear. This  is  owing  to  the  warmth 
absorbed  by  the  black  earth  from  the 
sun's  rays, — a  philosophical  process 
which  the  inhabitants  appear  to  have 
long  known  and  used ;  for  Saussure 
mentions  it  as  an  old  practice.  Just 
before  the  valley  is  reached  the  path 
falls  into  the  road  to  Chamouni  irom 
the  Tdte  Noire  (Bte.  141). 

To  go  in  one  day  from  Chamouni 
to  Trient,  by  the  Tdte  Noire,  and  re- 
turn by  the  Col  de  Balme,  requires 
12  or  13  hrs.  When  this  is  intended, 
to  gain  time  it  is  desirable  to  take  a 
char  as  fiEir  as  Argenti^re,  the  road 
being  good  enough  to  drive  over  with 
more  <&Bpatch  from  Chamouni.  The 
same  char  maybe  kept  for  the  return 
in  the  evening,  by  which  further  time 
and  fetigae  may  he  saved. 


ROUTE  143. 

SGRVOZ  TO  OBNEVA,   BY   SIXT. 

Servos. 

Col 4  hrs. 

Sizt 5  hrs. 

Geneva 3?  m. 

The  valley  of  Sixt  deserves  much 
more  attention  than  it  has  yet  received. 
It  is  recommended  to  all  lovers  of  the 
picturesque,  as  one  of  the  finest  in 
Savoy.  An  interesting  account  of 
the  valley  and  its  neighhourhood  has 
been  given  by  Mr.  Alfred  Wills  in 
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a  volume  called  *The  Eagle's  Nest' 
It  may  be  visited  either  on  going 
from  Geneva  to  Chamouni,  being  ap- 
proached by  a  good  carriage -road 
from  Bonneville,  or,  in  returning  from 
Chamouni,  by  the  Col  d'Anteme,  lead- 
ing across  the  Chaine  de  Fys,  a  rldee 
parallel  to  that  of  the  Breven  and  the 
Aiguilles  Rouges. 

The  ascent;  of  the  Col  (TAntm-ne 
commences  at  Servoz  (Rte.  188).  It 
is  a  mule-path,  and  requires  about  9 
hours  to  reach  Sixt.  A  guide  should 
be  taken  either  from  Chamonny  or 
Ser\'Oz,  vtrho  knows  the  way:  it  ought 
not  to  be  attempted  without.  Take 
also  provisions  for  the  day.  Near 
Servoz  may  be  seen  a  monument  to 
an  unfortunate  Dane,  M.  Eschen,  who 
lost  his  life  (1800)  on  the  Buet,  in 
one  of  the  crevasses  concealed  beneath 
the  snow.  The  mountain  above  Servoz 
abounds  in  tertiary  fossils. 

It  takes  more  than  4  hrs.  to  reach 
the  CoL  After  leaving  the  upper 
chalets  the  debris  of  a  fallen  moun- 
tain has  to  be  crossed  by  a  rugged 
path.  The  Col  is  reached  through  a 
fork-like  opening,  from  which  a  mag- 
nificent view  of  Mont  Blanc  and  its 
chain  is  laid  open*to  the  eye.  The 
summit  of  the  Col  d'Anteme  is  7424 
ft.  above  the  sea-level.  There  is  an- 
other rather  shorter  but  steeper  and 
more  difficult  pass  from  Servoz  to 
Sixt  by  the  Col  du  Derochoir,  passing 
to  the  W.  side  of  the  Pointe  de  Sales. 

Sixt  may  also  be  reached  in  a  not 
very  fatiguing  day  of  11  hrs.  from 
Chamoum,  by  crossing  the  Col  du 
Breven,  vi4  Planpraz—road  made  by 
the  French  Government ;  avoiding  the 
circuit  by  Servoz.  The roadsjoin at  a 
bridge  over  the  river  Dioza.  The  view 
from  the  Col  du  Breven  is  magnificent. 

[The  ascent  of  the  Buet  (R.  138  /  and 
e)  may  be  made  from  the  Col  d'Anteme 
by  descending  nearly  due  E.  from  the 
Col  to  the  cnftlets  of  Moed,  and  in 
1^  hr.  more,  partly  descending  across 
meadows  to  tne  hamlet  of  Villy  (the 
only  night-quarter  on  the  ascent),  Vou 
can  ride  as  far  as  Salenton,  ^hr.  furtner. 
Then  begins  the  steepest  and  most 
difficult  part  of  the  ascent,  of  2  hours' 
t4>il,  mostly  over  snow.    The  sitmmii 


of  the  Buet  is  10,206  ft.  aboTe  the  sea- 
level.  It  is  thickly  covered  with  sdov. 
and  on  the  N.£.  and  N.  W.  extend  ^- 
ciers.  The  S.  side  is  very  precipitocs 
From  this  point  Mont  Bliaiic  is  seen  is 
ftdl  grandeur.  E.  stretch  the  moun- 
tains of  the  Yalais,  W.  the  view  ex- 
tends over  numberless  rockv  peaks 
far  away  into  Dauphiny,  and  onr  i 
multitude  of  ridges  of  Savoy ardmoim- 
tains,  you  have  various  glimpses  of 
the  lakes  of  Geneva  and  AuHrr, 
and  the  horizon  is  bounded  bv  ibe 
Jura.  The  Buet  may  be  asoeodaJ 
more  easily  by  Valorsine  (Rte.  UIV 
From  Yilly  you  may  deecend  tb'' 
course  of  the  Dioza  to  Servos,  or  take 
a  very  interesting  walk  across  tb^ 
Breven,  descending  to  the  chiilets  (?' 
Flanpra(Bte.  138e).  It  is  intend^ 
to  make  a  good  path  by  this  waj ti 
the  Col  d'Aateme,  when  the  actnr* 
tions  of  this  route  will  be  more  ei$i> 
appreciated.] 

The  path  to  Sixt  skirts  the  £.IIU^ 
gin  of  the  small  Lac  d'Anteme.  Tke 
descent  on  the  N.  side  is  CTadiiaL,t3^ 
you  arrive  in  about  an  hour  at  tbe 
Chftlets  d'Anteme — a  cluster  of  filtii; 
huts.  Here  you  will  find  milk  afr' 
cheese,  with  tolerably  good  wttc:. 
of  which  there  is  none  on  the  Mo> 
tagnes  des  Fys.  Near  these  hr^ 
are  fossil  shells.  On  quitting  ih- 
spot,  you  continue  to  aeseend  n- 
pidly,  during  nearly  4  hrs.,  beneiti 
the  fine  peak  of  the  Pointe  de  S'--. 
through  a  narrow  gorge,  wb.>« 
beauties  and  liucuriant  appearance  ut 
very  striking  after  the  barren  ar*^ 
bleak  pass  of  the  mountain:  casca^i-x 
rushing  streams,  and  forests  of  dkri 
and  imposing  feature,  are  amongst  tk^ 
varied  objects  worthy  of  attention.  A- 

Sixt  {Irm :  H.  des  Cascades^  a  lai* 
house,  once  a  convent,  altered  u- 
repaired),  good  quarters  for  tho«e  vi- 
desire  shooting.  Chamois,  ^rcKJi 
and  partridge  are  to  be  had,  and  a» 
delicious  trout,  the  water  of  this  tbI> 
not  being  too  cold  for  the  fish*  a&  t 
Chamouni.  The  guides  at  Sixt  «r 
very  inferior,  and  are  banded  t^- 
gether,  as  at  Chamouni,  and  eft.i 
takes  his  turn.  The  chsiges  a^ 
fixed:    To  the  Buet,  10  fr?.;  Ft-  • 
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Cheval,  2  frs.  50  c.;  Chamouni,  ISfrs. 
Moccand  the  shoemaker  ia  a  good 
<fwde  for  ihe  Baet,  &c. 

Sixt  was  formerly  attached  to  a 
monastery,  fbtmded  1144  by  Ponce 
de  Faucigny,  and  is  beautifutlj  situ- 
ated in  the  vallej  of  the  Gifire,  at 
the  W.  base  of  the  Bnet,  at  a  point 
where  2  yalleys  oonTerge  like  a  V* 
The  valley  abounds  in  waterfalh: 
)erhaps  the  one  most  worthy  a  special 
risit  18  that  of  Bougetj  or  Hoaet,  an 
loar's  distance  from  the  path  leading 

0  Col  d'Anteme. 

Mule-path  from  Planpras  to  Cha* 
Qooni  in  construction. 

Excuraiona. — 1.  To  the  Fer  h  Cheval, 
4}  m.,  1^  hr.,)  a  rugged  precipice, 

1  the  form  of  a  horse-shoe,  guarded 
n  the  N.  by  the  remarkable  moun- 
lin  Pic  de  Tinnevergest  and  oma- 
lented  with  seyeral  cascades,  be- 
ond  which  is  the  Fond  de  la 
lombe,  which  forms  the  termina- 
on  of  the  valley,  3  hrs.  from  Sixt. 
t.  rough  char-road  goes  all  the 
'ay.  On  the  way  the  Buet  raises 
s  snowy  head  (rt.)  into  the  clouds; 
is  the  cascade  of  la  Gouille.  About 
of  the  way,  a  humble  monument 
arks  the  spot  where  the  entire 
llage  of  Entre  Deux  Nanta,  with 
H)  persons,  was  buried  beneath  a 
ndslip.  The  mines  near  the  head 
'  the  valley  are  difficult  of  access, 
id  have  external  communications 
ong  the  face  of  the  precipice  from 
it  to  adit.    The  glacier  on  the  top 

the  'Per  k  Cheval  is  remarkable 
r  the  very  steep  angle  at  which  it 
scends  to  the  cage  of  the  precipice. 
is  said  to  renew  itself  every  7  years, 

lower  extremity  constantly  fall- 
^  over  into  the  valley  down  a  pre- 
>ice  500  ft.  deep.  In  returning,  a 
it  to  the  source  of  the  last  waterfidl 

the  rt.  before  reaching  Sixt  will 
>ay  a  "walk  of  15  min.  up  rather 
ep  ^rass  slopes  and  through  a 
ich  vyood.  The  path  turns  ofiP  at 
•  mill.  The  mass  of  water  forming 
!  cascade  weUs  out  of  a  single  hole 
the  rock,  and  is  said  to  be  as  limpid 
vjnter  as  in  summer. 

Ta    the  Lao  de  Gers,  3  hours* 
k,  the  path  crosses  the  valley  in  a 


S.W.  direction,  and  then  mounts  by 
a  steep  ascent  (passing  the  fine  cas- 
cade of  Pieu,  or  Gers,  nearly  hidden 
in  a  deep  cleft)  for  50  min.  A  ravine 
is  then  crossed,  and  the  path  mounts 
aeain  on  the  opposite  side,  until  the 
Montague  de  Jrorte  is  reached — 5o 
min«  Hence  there  is  a  very  fine  view 
over  Sixt — the  Monts  Buet  and  Blanc, 
and  the  Pointe  de  Sales.  Hence  to 
the  Lac  de  Qers  is  a  walk  of  45  min. 
over  ground  nearly  level.  No  guide 
requi^d.  Passing  the  Lac  de  Gers, 
the  traveller  may  reach  Sallenches  or 
Cluses  (Rte.  138)  in  about  5  hrs.  Th<^ 
ridge  &W.  of  the  lake  is  called  the 
Chaine  des  FrHea;  and  beyond  this  the 
track  descends  to  the  picturesque  Lac 
de  Flamet  drained  only  by  a  subter- 
ranean channel.  From  thence  a 
Sath  to  the  1.  leads  to  Sallenches, 
escending  into  the  vaUey  of  the 
Arve  near  the  Nant  d'Arpenaz.  A 
track  to  the  rt  leads  in  about  the 
same  time  (2  hrs.)  to  Cluses. 

3.  To  the  Buet,  It  is  prudent  to 
start  2  or  3  hrs.  before  sunrise,  so  as 
to  reach  the  snow  before  it  has  been 
much  softened  by  the  sun.  An  active 
mountaineer  might  reach  Chamouni 
the  same  day,  but  it  is  a  very  long  ex- 
pedition. The  ascent  may  be  much 
shortened  by  passing  the  night  at 
the  Chalets  des  Fonds^  about  2  hrs. 
from  Sixt. 

4.  Two  passes  lead  from  Sixt  to  the 
valley  of  the  Bhone  by  the  valleys  of 
the  Trient  or  the  Sallenches.  The 
less  difficult  ascends  the  precipitous 
rocks  of  the  Tdte  Noire,  about  the 
middle  of  the  Per  k  ChevaJ,  and  leads 
by  the  chilets  of  Emoussons  to  Sal- 
vent  (Bte.  141).  By  the  other  more 
difficult  and  rarely-used  pass  it  is 
possible  to  reach  Sal  vent  or  the  valley 
of  the  Sallenches.  Scaling  the  for- 
midably steep  rocks  of  3ie  lower 
portion  of  the  Pic  de  Tinneverge<t, 
yon  may  reach  the  Col  de  Tameverge», 
which  crosses  the  ridge  of  the  Per  a 
Cheval  at  the  N.E.  comer  of  the  amphi- 
theatre. It  was  passed  by  an  English 
traveller  in  1860. 

For  the  passes  to  Champ^ry  see 
Bte.  144. 

A  Mail  Carriage,  taking  2  or  3  pas- 
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sengers,  runs  thi^  times  a  week  to 
Bonneville. 

There  are  two  char-roads  to  Ge- 
neva—one hy  Bonneville,  in  good  con- 
dition; another,  shorter,  but  not 
so  well  kept,  by  St  Jeoire;  bat  St. 
Jeoire  is  by  far  the  most  picturesque: 
distance  either  way  about  36  m. 

1^  hour  below  Sixt  is  Samoena  (Tnn: 
Croix  d'Or,  not  first-rate),  a  beauti- 
fully situated  town  of  3000  Inhab. 

[Pass  of  the  Col  de  Jouxplane  to 
Morzine,  down  the  Valley  of  the 
Dranse  to  Thonon.] 

Tanning$8^  a  town  of  2800  Inhabw, 
2^  leagues  from  Samoeus,  has  a  oaaile^ 
now  custom-house.  From  hence  Bon- 
neville and  the  high  road  from  Cha- 
mouni  to  Gkneva  may  be  reached  in 
about  10  m.  of  good  road.  By  the 
more  direct  route  it  is  a  distance  of 
2f  leagues  to 

St  Jeoire  (Tmts:  Couronne;  Lion 
d*Or)  standing  at  the  foot  of  the  M6lej 
a  mountain  very  conspicuous  from 
Geneva.  Its  top  commands  a  fine 
view.    H  leagues  hence  is 

Nanffy,oix  the  road  from  Chamouni  to 

GsNBVA,  Rte.  53. 


ROUTE  144. 

SIXT  TO  MONTHEY — VAL  d'ILLIJSZ. 

This  route  leads  through  charming 
Hcenery,  and  is  perfectly  easy  for  the 
most  moderate  pedestrian^  or  for 
ladies  who  can  ride  f[>r  about  6  hrs. 
Good  Im  at  Champ^ry.  There  is  a 
direct  pass  from  the  head  of  the 
valley  of  Sixt  to  Champe'ry  by  the 
Ool  de  SagSroux,  This  was  formerly 
a  difficult,  and  even  dangerous  pass, 
but  it  is  said  that  the  path  has  been 
improved,  and  no  mountaineer  need 
now  hesitate  to  follow  it  with  a  good 
guide.  There  is  another  pass,  not 
quite  so  difficult,  by  the  Goktte  de 
I  Ouiaz,  Ordinary  travellers  will  pre- 
for  the  more  circnitoas  but  much 
easier  route  by  the  Col  de  Gol^ae 
and  the  Col  de  Couz. 


The  ascent  to  the  Colde  GoUze  coid. 
mences  at 

Samoina  (indifiEerent  /ha).  The  pats 
for  theentire  vray  to  the  Collies  throagfe 
beautiful  forest  scenery,  diversified  St 
grassy  glades,  from  which  exquisite 
views  are  gainedof  the  limestone  peaks 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains.  Th« 
ascent  to  the  Col,  passing  the  viQsg^ 
or  hamlets  of  Lee  Mouims  and  Lr, 
AUamana^  occupies  about  3  hrk;  the 
descent  from  thence  to  Samoens  abovt 
2^  hrs.  Close  to  the  summit  (abost 
5600  ffc.^  are  some  chalets,  whe:> 
wine,  millc,  and  bread  and  efaeese  are 
to  be  had. 

From  the  summit  of  the  Col  tfcr 
traveller  sees  to  the  NJB.  another  aac 
higher  ridge  which  separates  kir 
from  the  Vald'Illiez.  Below  hin,  a* 
no  great  depth,  is  a  stream,  the 
torrent  of  the  Dranoe^  which  flow? 
into  the  lake  of  Geneva  near  Thonei 
(see  Bte.  57).  The  way  to  the  '. 
de  Conx  winds  round  the  hobd  of  tSv 
valley  of  the  Dranoe,  beneath  soelx 
limestone  crags,  and  through  a  mar- 
nificent  pine  forest.  The  s«bb£/. 
(about  6400  ft),  marked  bv  a  cr»v 
is  reached  in  l^hr.  from  die  Col  d>- 
Gol^ze,  or  abont  If  hr.  when  truei 
ling  in  the  opposite  directloQ.  TN 
descent  from  the  Col  de  Coax  mt 
the  Val  d'Bliez  is  at  first  lathcf 
steep.  About  half  way  down  a  stzeac- 
let  frt>m  a  sulphureous  spnsir  ^ 
crossed  by  a  stone  bridge.  TW 
descent  to  Champ^  is  easily  fnaiV 
in  2  hrs.;  the  ascent  from  Chaaapei^ 
requires  2^  hrs. 

Champ^  (/mu:  H6tel  et  FfeBflatf 
de    la  Dent  dn  Midi,  fiur;  peooaci 
5^    fr.    a  day;— Croix  F^ddale    t 
still    cheaper,    but    second-rale) 
well    suited   for  headquarters  ^~s 
whence  the  beautiful  scenery  o€  i» 
neighbourhood  may  be  seen  in  ili  >■" 
It  is  rather  hot  for  its  height  {SIOC*  & 
above  the  sea. 

Pleaaant  and  easy  fTofta.— a.  Tc  :t 
Croix  de  Gulet»  3  hrs.;  fine 
Dent  du  Midi.     6.  Up  the  ^ 
ehilets   de    Balnia.     «. 
Bonavaux.    Deeoend  to  a  fari4p» 
a  fine  fidl,  back  to  Champ6y,  f 
The  chief  exounioD  frtni  ' 
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p^ry  for  mountaineers  is  the  ascent 
of  the  Dent  du  Midh  whose  rugged 
and  seemingly  inaccessible  crags  form 
so  striking  an  object  from  the  £.  end 
of  the  laxe  of  Geneva.  The  most 
direct  route,  but  fit  only  for  good 
cragsmen,  passes  by  the  Croix  de 
ZelSze,  and  reaches  the  summit  in 
<>i  hrs.  An  easier  way  passes  by  the 
chalets  of  Bonavaux,  1^  hr.,  and  from 
thence  gains  the  summit  in  5  hrs. 
The  view  is  magnificent,  including 
the  greater  part  of  the  Pennine  chain 
and  the  nearer  Alps  of  Bex. 

The  beautiful  Val  (fllliez  is  about  9  m. 
in  length  from  Champ^ry  to  Monthey. 
There  is  a  carriage-roaa,  not  in  good 
order,  on  the  1.  bank  of  the  Viege 
torrent,  passing  the  villages  of  VcU 
iTIlliez  (a  decent  ImC)  and  Trots  Tor^ 
rents.  Pedestrians  bound  for  Bex  may 
take  a  footpath  along  the  rt.  bank  of 
the  stream.  The  erratic  blocks  of 
Monthey  and  the  Val  d'Bliez  have 
furnished  much  matter  for  discussion 
among  geologists.  Char-road  not 
good  to 

Monthey,    (See  Rte.  57.) 

[Travellers  wishing  to  reach  Tho- 
non,  on  the  lake  of  Geneva,  from 
Samoens,  may  take  the  Col  de  Gol^ze; 
bat  there  is  a  rather  short  route  by 
the  Col  de  Jouxplane  leading  direct 
to  Monine.  ^or  this  and  other 
roQtes  from  the  Val  dllliez  to  Tho- 
non  see  Bte.  57.)] 


ROUTE  146. 

A08TA  TO  POSTE  IN  VAL  d'oRCA,  BY 
COGN'E  AND  THE  VAL  SOANNA. 

B.   M. 

Aoeto. 

Gogne 5    30 

Hl^Mtt  cbAleto    ...30 
Ciol  de  L'Arietttt     ...    l    30 

QiiBplglia 3     0 

Ponte 4     0 

N3. — ^It  is  advisable  to  send  notice 
beforehand  to  the  landlord  at  Cogne, 


to  prepare,  if  the  party  be  large,  as 
all  provisions  come  from  Aosta,  4  hrs. 
Carriages  to  Aimaville;  thence  bridle- 
path. 

From  Aosta  (Bte.  134)  a  road 
leads  directly  down  to  the  river  Doire, 
which  is  crossed  on  a  wooden  bridge, 
and  a  path  ascends  on  the  rt.  ba^ 
through  the  rich  plain  of  the  valley, 
and  through  the  villages  of  Gressau 
and  Joveneau  to  Aimcwille,  where  one 
of  the  most  fi&ntastical  offences  to 

§ood  taste  in  buUdlng  spoils  one  of 
le  finest  sites  in  the  valley.  A 
knoll  jutting  out  into  it  is  surmounted 
with  a  square  mass  of  masonry,  with 
an  uglv  gallery  erected  in  the  early 
part  oi  the  last  century,  a  modern 
antique,  worse  than  any  cockney  cas* 
tie.  Within  it  is  an  ancient  armoury 
of  the  barons  of  Aimaville.  It  is  now 
inhabited  by  the  Contessa  di  Bocca 
Chalaud. 

From  Aimaville  the  ascent  is  steep 
to  the  hamlet  of  St.  Martin.  The 
view  from  the  crest  above  it  is  per- 
haps the  finest  in  the  Val  d' Aosta, 
in  the  richness  of  its  plain,  studded 
with  villas  and  ch&teaux.  Tlie  city  is 
seen  as  in  a  glorious  frame,  and  be- 
yond it,  towaras  the  great  chain,  the 
peaks  of  the  Monte  Bosa  close  the 
picture. 

On  turning  the  brow  of  the  moun- 
tain which  forms  the  southern  side  of 
the  entrance  to  the  Val  de  Cogne,  a 
path  at  an  elevation  of  at  least  1000  ft. 
above  the  torrent  of  the  Cog^e  leads 
into  the  valley.  Soon  after  losing 
sight  of  Aosta,  deep  in  the  valley  be- 
neath the  path,  the  tops  of  the  cot- 
tages of  Pant  d'Ael  are  seen  clustered 
with  a  few  trees,  and  near  it  a  white 
line  which  crosses  the  ravine.  This 
is  well  worth  an  examination,  and  a 
path  leads  down  to  this  remarkable 
village,  where  the  bridge  crossing  the 
gulf  wUl  be  found  to  be  an  ancient 
aaueduct,  which  now  serves  as  a  road. 
This  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  of 
the  Roman  structures  remaining  in 
the  Val  d' Aosta,  from  the  times  of 
the  empire.  It  is  raised  nearly  400  ft. 
above  the  torrent,  which  it  crosses  by 
a  single  arch  ;  immediately  above  the 
arch,   and  under    the  present    road, 
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is  the  ancient  gallery,  which  is  lit 
through  slits  in  the  waU.  The  gallery 
is  180  ft.  long,  14ft.  high,  and  3  ft. 
wide.  The  vault  is  composed  of  the 
slabs  which  formed  the  bed  of  the 
ancient  watercourse.  The  gallery  is 
entered  by  arched  ports  at  either  end; 
there  are  two,  one  on  the  upper  side, 
at  the  village  of  Pont  d*AeI,  and  at  j 
the  other  end  the  port  opens  down 
the  valley.  This  singular  work  is 
in  perfectly  sound  condition,  though 
built,  as  a  still  legible  and  even  sharp 
inscription  indicates,  by  Caius  Aimus 
and  his  son,  of  Padua,  in  the  thir- 
teenth year  of  Augustus.  Their  name 
is  still  preserved  in  the  village  and 
chateau  of  Aimaville.  This  inscrip- 
tion is  placed  on  a  tablet  just  over  tne 
arch  on  the  lower  side  towards  the 
valley  of  Aosta. 

Travellers  in  theVal  d' Aosta  should 
not  fail  to  visit  this  interesting  work 
of  antiquity,  which  is  placed  in  a  situ- 
ation where  it  is  imnossible  to  imagine 
that  any  benefit  could  ever  have  arisen 
commensurate  with  the  expense  of  the 
structure.  The  surrounding  scenery 
is  very  fine. 

The  distance  from  Aosta  to  Pont 
d'Ael  by  the  route  described  is  about 
*2^  hours'  walk.  For  pedestrians  from 
Courmayeur  there  is  a  short  way 
from  Villeneuve  to  Pont  d'Ael,  wind- 
ing round  the  slope  of  the  hill. 

In  ascending  tne  valley  of  Ck>gne 
it  is  not  necessary  to  retrace  one's 
steps  to  regain  the  path  high  upon  the 
mountain  side.  A  shorter  cut  from 
Pont  d'Ael  leads  to  it ;  the  valley 
for  a  long  way  above  Pont  d'Ael 
is  a  ravine,  utterly  impracticable  in 
its  depth,  which,  except  at  two  or 
three  points,  is  equally  impervious  to 
the  eye.  Opposite  to  one  spot,  where 
the  path  turns  suddenly  into  a  deep 
rift  or  crue  in  the  mountain  side,  is  a 
slide,  down  which  trees  cut  in  the 
forest  above  are  discharged,  for  the 
chance  of  the  torrent  bringing  them 
down  to  the  Val  d* Aosta.  Not  one 
in  ten  escapes  being  broken  into  splin- 
ters; these,  however,  serve  for  work- 
ing the  iron  raised  in  the  Val  de 
Cogne,  and  celebrated  in  Piedmont. 

The  difiiculties  of   constructing  a 


road  by  which  the  prodnctaons  of  tW 
valley  could  be  brousht  down,  u* 
obvious  on  observing^  its  pirecipitac< 
character.  The  valley,  however,  (^^ 
a  little  near  some  iron-works,  and  fror 
where  the  river  is  crossed  to  i^  1 
bank,  a  tolerable  road  leads  to  Ccfst. 
This  road  was  made  by  two  bruiher<. 
iron-masters,  who  have   recorded  ih 
formation  on  a  tablet  in  a  rock.  It  }* 
kept  in  repair  and  has  been  mncfa  io- 
proved  at  the  expense  of  thecoouttir 
of  Cogne,  under  the  judicioas  a^- 
nistration  of  Dr.  Grappin,  a  physics 
a  man  of  general  imormatioo,  >: 
acquired  influence    enoiig^h  over  l- 
compatriots  to  induce  them  to  car 
out  many  local  improyements  whk^ 
he  suggested.  There  is  very  Uttle  n- 
tivation  in  the  valley,  as  the  protic-.'- 
of  the  mines  gave  occupation  to  i> 
inhabitants;  every  stream  driTiD^<'> 
tilt  hanmier,  and  almost  every  per»' 
being  employed  in  working,  smelc^' 
or  forging  the  iron  raised,     ^i'^ 
the  last  few  years,  however,  theooc* 
pany  has  failed,  which  led  to  tbe»h<^' 
page  of  the  works  and  to  gmt  ^  ^ 
tress  amongst  the  inhabitants  cf  ii 
valley. 

The  hamlets  of  Yieille  SUt«c« 
Epinel,  and  Creta  are  passed  b^'~ 
reaching  the  considerabfe  wBa^  cr 

ChgnCy  5^  hrs.'  walk  from  Aosta  '- 
La  Grivoia,  fair,  for  snch  a  rta-'^ 
spot.  The  Cur^  Chamonea  is  a  »i  ^ 
mountaineer,  well  acquainted  wiili  i 
country. 

[For  mountaineers  there  is  a  sc^- 
what  longer  but  more  interestiiig  ■ 
from  Aosta,  by  ascending  to  the  (^  " 
of  Comboi,  on  the  way  to  the  Bee.-a 
Nona,  and  thence  crossing  the  i:  v 
nearly  due  S.,  with  a  magnificent  t  h 
of  the  snowy  Alps    of  Cocne. 
is  quite  possible  to  ascend  ue  B^ 
di  Nona,  and  from  thence  descefii  ^ 
Cogne,  in  1  long  day  from  Ilosu.] 

The  village  is  beautifully  sit^ 
at  the  union    of   3  valleys*    as^ 
charming   meadows,  which    ooc^» 
strikingly    with    the   barren    si'^^ 
through    which    the    traveller   :<* 
passed.    The  valley  N.E.  of  C\^ 
leads  to  the  Mont  £miliiu»  aoi  •-; 
a  pass    to  the    VcU  iU  SL    Ji 
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In  the  opposite  direction  the  Vul 
7a/no6e  leads  to  the  great  glacier  of 
Venniana, 

A  day  may  be  spent  with  interest 
and  pleasure  here  in  visiting  the 
abanaoned  iron-mines.  A  very  steep 
ascent  of  2^  hrs.  from  Cogne  leads  to 
them.  The  iron  was  wonted  in  the 
face  of  the  mountain,  and  seems  to  be 
of  almost  unlimited  extent.  A  vast 
iorfEice  of  pure  ore,  yielding  from  70 
■0  80  per  cent,  of  metal,  is  exposed  to 
>pen  day.  The  workmen  uved  in 
^Tctched  cabins  during  the  week,  but 
lescended  to  spend  their  Sundays  in 
he  valley.  Tne  height  of  the  mine 
ibove  the  valley  is  at  least  3000  ft, 
md  as  much  as  120  rubbie  or  3000  lbs. 
»f  ore  was  brought  down  at  once, 
ipon  sledges  worked  by  men  in  a 
iiost  extraordinary  manner. 

On  the  mountains  near  Cogne  are 
ome  of  the  few  Jjouquetiiis  len  in  the 
Upa.  Their  destruction  is  prohibited 
mder  heavy  penalties.  The  King  of 
talv  resorts  hither  for  the  chase,  aud 
as  hunting  ch&lets  on  the  mountuins. 
On  leaving  Cogne  for  the  head  of 
lie  valley,  a  gooa  road  continues  up 
3  the  place  where  the  path  branches 
if  by  which  the  iron-ore  is  brought 
own  from  the  mountain. 
From  all  the  heights  round  Cogne 
font  Blanc  is  admirably  seen,  for  the 
iiley  is  a  prolongation  in  direction 
r  that  between  VUleneuve  and  Cour- 
ayeur.  The  beautiful  pyramidal 
jak  of  the  Pic  de  la  GrvooUi  or  Come 
Cofjne  (13,003  ft),  between  the  val- 
ys  of  Oog^e  and  Savaranche,  is  also 
sonspicuous  object 
Xjeaving  the  little  plain  of  Cogne, 
L*  road  to  the  Col  ascends  by  a  steep 
th  on  the  mountain  side,  leaving  on 
i  rt.  a  valley  into  which  descends 
i  glacier  of  Money,  descending 
•m  the  mountain  called  the  Grand 
rodis*  The  steep  path  passes  over 
at  apx>ears  to  be  a  vast  ayke  in  the 
ley  ;  the  torrent  flows  round  it  to 
ape  tbroogh  a  ravine  at  one  extre- 
y.  On  crossing  the  ridge,  the  tra- 
cer finds  himsdf  on  a  more  wild 
L  open  ground,  leading  to  the  Alps 
;  pasturages  of  Chavanes.  Some 
he  lo^er  ch&lets  are  soon  reached : 


further  up  on  this  fine  Alp,  which 
feeds  large  flocks  aud  herds  during 
the  summer,  numerous  ch&lets  form 
the  cluster  known  as  the  Chalets  of 
Chavanes.  From  this  point  there  are  2 
routes  to  the  Val  Soanna — (a)  the 
more  direct,  somewhat  difficult,  over 
glacier;  the  other  (6)  longer,  but,  on 
the  whole,  more  interesting. 

a.  This  pass  across  the  gUu^ier  is  not 
practicable  for  mules.  From  Cogne 
to  the  crest  of  the  pass  is  a  walk  of 
4  hrs. — the  glacier  itself  may  be 
crossed  in  20  minutes.  This  pass  is 
known  as  the  Col  de  C Arietta,  Caution 
should  be  used  in  crossing  the  glacier: 
the  natives  do  not  know  it  well,  and 
when  there  is  even  a  slight  covering 
of  snow,  it  is  prudent  to  carry  a  rope, 
since  the  crevasses,  though  narrow, 
are  very  numerous.  The  Col  is  ele- 
vated and  very  narrow,  the  view  from 
it  towards  the  S.  is  magnificent ;  in 
clear  weather  the  city  of  Turin  is 
visible — seen  over  and  far  beyond  the 
deep  Val  Campea,  which  lies  at  the 
feet  of  the  traveller,  and  seemingly  of 
nerpendicular  descent  Towards  the 
X)*.  the  Monte  Rosa  ^d  Mont  Blanc 
can  both  be  seen  if  the  traveller  can 
climb  a  rugged  rock  on  the  rt 
for  the  enjoyment  of  these  magni- 
ficent objects.  The  descent  from  the 
Col  is  excessively  steep,  but  quite 
safe  down  to  the  valley  of  Campea ; 
here,  however,  a  commodious  path 
leads  gently  down  through  scenes  of 
continually  increasing  beauty.  On 
looking  back  the  Col  de  Cogne  ap- 
pears as  if  guarded  by  inaccessible 
precipices. 

3  hrs.  from  the  Col  is  Camp'vjlin  (do 
Inn)f  a  wretched  hamlet,  whose  male 
inhabitants  for  the  most  part  mioratc 
in  winter  into  the  plains  of  Italy  to 
exercise  their  trades  of  coppersmith 
and  lampmaker. 

\  hr.  Yalprato.  Here  Bte.  6  falls 
in. 


6.  A  longer  road,  but  more  varied 
and  beautiml,  and  barely  practicable 
for  mules,  is  found  by  leaving  the 
glaciers  of  Cogne  on  the  rt,  and 
turning  to  the  L  up  a  steep  and  difli- 
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cult  ascent  to  a  narrow  col,  called  the 
Fenetre  de  Cogne,  a  mere  notch  in  the 
crest  of  the  mountain.  From  this  place 
the  view  of  the  Alps  which  biound 
the  Val  de  Cogne  on  the  W.  is  magni- 
ficent, from  the  grandeur  of  their  forms 
and  the  vast  extent  of  their  glaciers. 

In  the  opposite  direction,  the  gla- 
ciers which  crest  the  northern  side 
of  the  Yal  d*Orca  are  not  less  strik- 
ing, and  are  perhaps  more  impressive 
from  their  sreater  proximity.  They 
form  a  vast  barrier  to  the  rt  of  the  Yal 
Champorcher,  which  opens  into  the 
Val  d^Aosta  (Rte.  134),  at  Fort  Bard. 

The  descent  to  the  head  of  the 
Val  Champorcher  is  rather  difficult, 
from  the  steepness  of  the  path  and 
looseness  of  the  soiL  This  difficulty 
ends  before  reaching  a  little  chapel  or 
oratory,  called  Notre  Dame  de  la  Neige. 
This  oratory  is  placed  on  the  brink  of 
one  of  several  httle  lakes,  formed  by 
the  melting  of  the  glaciers.  No  spot 
can  be  more  savage  than  this,  or  give 
a  more  impressive  idea  of  dreary  soli- 
tude. 

The  path  now  skirts,  as  it  leaves  it 
on  the  rt.,  a  dark  and  enormous  moun- 
tain mass,  and  descends  rapidly  down 
the  valley,  but  nothing  habitable  ap- 
pears. The  valley  deepens  consi- 
derably on  the  1.  below  the  path  :  the 
eye  can  trace  its  course  down  towards 
^ard,  and  a  path  across  it  is  also 
seen,  which  leads  from  the  village  of 
Champorcher  by  the  Ch&lets  of  Do- 
doney  into  the  valley  of  Fenis. 

After  skirting  a  buttress  of  the 
mountain  the  path  reaches  the  bank 
of  a  torrent  just  where  it  issues  from 
a  glacier ;  then,  crossing  another 
ridge  over  a  beautiful  pasturage,  it 
dcvscends  to  the  borders  of  a  little  lake 
at  the  foot  of  the  Col  di  Beale. 

[From  Uiis  spot  to  Fart  Bm'd  down 
the  valley  of  Champorcher  is  about 
4  hrs.'  Aoout  12  hrs.  altogether  from 
Coene  to  Bard.  The  road  is  very 
ba^  scarcely  fit  for  mules,  although 
it  was  repaired  in  1854,  when  the 
King  of  Piedmont  and  Duke  of  Genoa, 
with  a  large  suite,  made  a  hunting  ex- 
cursion in  this  district  (See  Rte.  134.)] 

Turning  abruptly  to  the  rt  the  path 


leads  in  less  than  an  hour  to  the  sub- 
mit of  the  ridge  separatiDg  tbe  beulc! 
Val  Champorcher  from  the  £.bnBei 
of  the  Vaf  Soanna,  sometimes  vM 
Col  di  Champorcher  and  sometiises  ''^ 
di  RecUe.  From  this  crest  one  of  tix 
finest  Alpine  panoramas  is  presnttd 

From  the  crest  the  descent  is  npid. 
Passing  to  the  L  under  a  beetling 
mountain,  the  path  skirts  a  d»p 
ravine,  leaves  on  the  rt.  some  old  i^b 
of  a  mine  worked  unprofitaUT  fr 
sUver,  and,  after  a  tortuous  deseect  -J. 
2  hrs.,  passes  by  some  chalets.  TV 
level  oHhe  pine  forests  is  soooretcbei 
and  deep  in  a  little  plain  is  seen  tk» 
church  and  village  of  Yal  Proy  ^ 
highest  in  the  Yal  Soomia.  If  t^ 
traveller  arriye  late  at  Yal  Pra,  ^' 
worthy  old  peasant  Giuseppe  Dasii 
will  give  him  his  best  welcomes 

At  the  opposite  extremity  (^  ^ 
little  plain,  the  path  descends  br  t 
stunted  pine  forest,  and  throogb  ^ 
depths  of  the  valley  to  the  mfff^ 
Peneyy  and  by  one  or  two  little  bamki^ 
to  the  village  of  Cian^paneQa,  Tbff 
is  nothing  peculiar  in  this  panof  t^ 
valley,  until  just  before  readiiai:  ^* 
hamlet  of  Bosco  del  Roeo:  ibB* 
are  the  remains  of  a  slip  i^m  ^ 
mountain,  which  took  place  in  1^  ■ 
and  strewed  the  little  puun  witb  r^ 
and  stones.  At  the  namlet  of  '^^ 
prato,  2i  hrs.  from  Val  Pra,  ib; 
track  falls  into  that  from  the  Col « 
TArietta. 


f  hr.  Ronco :  there  is  an  Im,  «br^ 
hunger  and  fatigue  alone  can  ma^  ^' 
durable  ;  below  it,  a  bridge,  in  a  «^ 
and  striking  situation,  leaos  aero&^* 
ravine  to  the  village  of  Ingiia. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  vilkT  * 
Joanna  wear  a  singular  sort  of  ^' 
or  boot;  it  is  made  of  coarse  wool/ 
tied  tight  round  the  ankle,  but  bi£' 
broad  again  as  the  foot;  its  use  c? 
an  awkwardmess  to  their  gait 

Below  Ingria  the  TsJley  becooe 
ravine  of  singularly  wild  and  f^ 
character.     V  ast   predpioes,  g^^ 
and  forests,  ofier  idtemately.  ^^ 
times  together,  their  magnifioeitf  ^ 


Pied^'  ^  Sawy, 
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terials  for  Alpine  scenery.  The  road 
descends  to  the  level  of  the  river,  here 
so  hemmed  in  by  rocks  that  it  has 
been  necessary  to  cat  a  passage^ 
through  them.  Enormous  overhang-' 
in*,'  masses  close  the  proximate  part 
of  the  valley,  hiding  Ponte  from  view 
alto^ther,  whilst  Myond  it  the  plains 
of  Piedmont  appear. 

A  path  down  through  a  forest,  and 
near  some  quarries,  leads  to  the  Villa 
Nuova  of  Fonte,  the  cotton-works 
established  by  the  Baron  du  Fort, 
and  abont  half  a  mile  beyond  is 

-}  hrs.  Ponte  (Inn,  tolerable,  al 
Valentino),  a  singular  old  town  ;  its 
streets  lined  with  arcades,  under  which 
the  market  is  held.^ 

The  picturesaue  situation  of  this 
place  at  the  confluence  of  the  Soanna 
and  the  Oreo  can  hardly  be  exceeded, 
rich  in  vineyards,  enclosed  hy  moun- 
tains, ofFenne,  in  combination  with 
the  siuTOondmg  scenery,  the  towers 
and  rains  of  two  feudal  castles  in  the 
most  striking  situations,  and  the  head 
of  the  valley  closed  by  the  snowy 
peaks  of  the  lofty  rangje  which  divides 
the  Yal  d*Orco  mnn  me  Tarentaise. 

There  are  many  spots  about  Fonte 
which  offer  views  of  singular  beauty. 
The  C?u  of  Sta,  Maria  on  an  eminence, 
i  hr.'s  walk  below  the  town,  com- 
mands a  fine  view  of  the  junction  and 
of  the  valley  as  far  as  Courgn^. 

The  establishment  of  the  Fdbhrica, 
the  first  cotton  works  known  in  Pied- 
mont, has  given  employment  to  several 
thousands  of  men,  women,  and  chii^ 
iren.  The  raw  material  is  imported 
from  Genoa. 


Ponte  is  distant  6  hours  from  Turin, 
o  which  city  a  diligence  goes  3  times 
i  week.  There  is  an  excellent  car- 
•iage-road  to  ihe  capital,  which  passes 

h  rough 

Courgn4—{Inn:  lieone  d'Oro,  tolera- 
ble)— a  larse  town  on  the  W.  side  of 
he  Oreo.  A  good  walker  may  go  from 
Joene  to  Courgn^  in  a  day  across  the 
;oI  de  r Arietta;  but  the  stranger 
[loulcl  feet  the  assistance  of  a  gmde 
yer  tbe  CoL  From  Courgn^  the  road 


to  Turin  continues  through  Valperea, 
celebrated  for  having  one  of  the 
noblest  campaniles  in  Piedmont ; 
Rivarolo;  Lombardore,  where  the 
river  Mallone  is  crossed;  and  Lemie; 
besides  numerous  villages.  All  those 
places  named  are  towns,  and  some  are 
large.  They  are  situated  in  the  richest 
part  of  Piedmont,  amidst  Indian  com, 
vines,  mulherry  and  fie-trees.  Those 
which  are  placed  on  me  subsidences 
of  the  Alps,  a  little  above  the  plains, 
are  in  the  most  beautiful  situations, 
surrounded  by  vine-covered  hills,  and 
backed  by  lofty  ranges  of  mountains. 
Little  idea  can  be  formed  of  the  rich- 
ness and  beauty  of  Piedmont,  except 
by  those  who  have  skirted  the  moun- 
tains on  the  borders  of  its  rich  plains. 
The  traveller  who  enters  it  abruptly, 
by  the  usual  routes,  at  right  anglM, 
across  the  chain  of  the  Alps,  sees  too 
little  of  its  actual  and  picturesaue 
richness  to  estimate  justly  this  m» 
country. 


i 
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head,  bat  a  slip  would  precipitate  the 
unlucky  traveller  at  least  2000  ft. 
On  the  other  side  the  footing  is  firm, 
and  he  will  soon  reach  l^e  glacier  on 
the  summit  of  the  Col  de  Qalese,  about 
10,000  ft  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  where  one  of  the  most  glorious 
views  in  the  Alps  rewards  him:  he 
looks  out  over  tne  head  of  the  Val 
Is^re,  upon  Laval  and  Tignes. 
To  this  valley  the  descent  on  the 
side  of  the  Tarentaise  is  not  difficult. 
It  lies  over  snow  till  the  upper  pas- 
tures are  reached.  In  about  1  hr.  the 
path  enters  a  gorge,  and  becomes  ex- 
.  ceedingly  narrow.  Emergioe^  from 
this,  the  first  chdlets,  S.  Chanes,  ap- 
pear. From  these  an  easy  descent 
over  meadows  to  Fornel,  about  40  min. 
from  Laval  (Bte.  156).  About  9  hrs. 
from  Ceresol  to  Tienes. 

In  descending  the  Col  de  Galese 
towards  Ceresol  there  is  less  difficulty 
than  in  the  ascent,  though  it  seems 
worse,  for  the  feet  sink  deep  and  firmly 
in  the  loose  soil  of  both  the  Colurets. 
The  Little  Coluret  can  be  safely  de- 
scended, though,  from  the  looseness 
of  the  soil,  the  ascent  by  it  is  nearly 
impracticable. 

The  traveller  to  the  Yal  d'Aosta^ 
who  has  given  a  day  to  the  Col  de 
Galese,  may  sleep  at  the  chftlets  of 
Serue,  and  from  thence  reach  the 
Croix  de  Nivolet^  without  redescend- 
ine  to  Chapis.  There  is  another  diffi- 
cmt  pass  leading  from  Chapis  to 
Bonneval,  in  the  valley  of  the  Arc, 
by  the  Col  de  Carro,  Ascending  S.W. 
by  the  chalets  of  Cemera,  the  track 
crosses  the  Oreo  near  its  source. 
The  ascent  continues  across  a  elacier 
which  lies  on  the  N.  side  of  &e  col. 
This  is  much  broken  up  by  crevasses, 
requiring  caution  and  an  experienced 
guide.  In  1  hr.  after  reaching  the 
glacier,  the  summit  of  the  col,  about 
10,000  ft.  in  height,  is  attained.  In 
the  descent,  which  is  steep  but  not 
difficult,  the  source  of  the  Arc  is 
passed,  and  below  it  the  hamlet  of 
Ecot.  Before  reaching  Bonneval  (5^ 
hrs.  from  Chapis)  the  traveller  passes 
an  extraordinary  scene  of  desolation 
called  CLipier  de  la  Tralenta,  It  is 
said  that  the  ancient  site  of  Bonneval 


is  here  buried  by  the  fall  of  a  \%<\ 
mass  of  moantain.3 

To  go  from  Chapis  to  the  Yal  Sa^ 
varanche  it  is  not  necessary  to  ^s&i 
by  Serue.  Before  the  abrnpt  ascesl 
to  the  Alp  of  Serue  GommcaceN  i 
torrent  is  seen  descending  fraa  th^ 
right.  Up  the  left  bank  of  this  tor^ 
rent  a  difficult  zigzag  path  aac^Ji 
and  at  the  end  of  1^  hr.  leads  u>  »>c:; 
chalets  even  higher  than  thost  fi 
Serue.  The  views  of  the  vast  nuci 
of  the  Levanna  are  of  the  m^-l 
sublime  character.  Above  these  <h^\ 
lets  the  path  is  a  series  of  fii^yj 
of  steps  rudely  cut  in  the  rock.  T'\ 
yond  this  a  scene  of  utter  sieri 
iity  is  presented:  numerous  Alf:::^ 
lakes  or  tarns  are  seen,  but  no  prn 

Sect  of  escape,  no  path  from  this  i  I 
e  sac  seems  to  offer  itself;  yet  is  ih\ 
most   improbable    of   all     direction 
there  is  one,  which  actually  lies  :;* 
and  over  the  rugged  and   pinasfk 
crest  of  the  boundary  to  the  h^-^ 
o£E«Bring  a  path  more  difficult  d.' 
that  of  the  Gemmi,  without  the  yr- 
tection  of  its  parapets.    Tlie  saa=. 
attained,  the   scene    around,  r'v^r 
from  this  crest,  known  by  the  bu. 
of  the  Col  de  la  Croix  de  AiVVi-. 
one  without  parallel  in  tbe  A}p»  t'. 
the  wild    peculiarities    obsenrai  <" 
looking  back  into  the   savage  rC- 
just  left.     In  it  many  lakes  anv*.: 
and  the  brow  above  the  last  ai^ 
cuts  abruptly  Sjgainst  the  deep  i  - 
of  the    val   d'Orco,  which    is  > 
mounted  by  the  Xievanna. 

On  looking  on  the  other  side  of ; 
ool  into  the  ^lan  de  Nivolet,  whiii 
the  head  of  the  valley  of  Savaraiwi 
many  lakes  are  also  seen  at  the  fo> 
the  glaciers  of  the  Nivolet,  and  din^ 
across  the  head  of  the  Plan  de  ^^i^^- 
is  seen  the  Col  de  Sosaet,  leading  - 
the  Val  de  Bhemes,  and  so*  - 
somewhat  longer  route,  to  YiUec ' 
The  descent  towards  the  TUl 
Nivolet  is  much  easier  ihut  to«*'* 
the  Val  d'Orca  ;  and  haviqg  an-  :•■ 
the  banks  of  the  lakes,  a  nearly  I- 
path  leads  through  the  fine  pasran  J* 
at  the  head  of  the  Plan  de  Xi^^ '- 
yet  not  a  tree  or  shrub  growls  i«' 
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and  the  plain  is  exposed  to  fearful  |  tween  this  and  the  Val  de  Bhdmes 
storms  in  winter.  ,  may  also  find  lodging  at  the  cur^s 

In  about  an  hour  from  the  lakes    house  at  the  village  of  Notre  Dame 
the  chllets  of  this  plain  are  reached.  ;  de  Rhymes. 

The  want  of  other  fuel  than  dried  There  are  many  little  communes 
oow-dung  gives  a  filthy  aspect  to  in  this  valley.  Near  to  one  of  these, 
these  chilets.  Below  them  the  ground  Pesai,  an  avalanche  fell  in  1832  ;  it 
of  the  plain  becomes  boggy,  and  .  destroyed  some  cows,  and  three  men 
broken  up  into  thousands  of  knolls,  perished.  Crosses  mark  the  spot 
At  the  end  of  another  hour  these  where  their  bodies  were  found. 
are  left,  to  descend  by  a  path  lying  Before  reaching  Gioux  there  is  a 
over  bare  and  smooth  granite,  like  I  picturesque  spot  in  the  valley,  where 
that  on  the  route  of  the  Grimsel,  |  two  villages  are  perched  opposite  each 
above  Handek.  After  a  consider- .  other,  Tignietti  and  Crettom ;  and 
able  descent  the  traveller  suddenly  .  here  the  mountains  are  seen  which 
finds  himself  on  the  brink  of  a  vast  \  bound  the  valley  of  Aosta  on  the  side 
precipice,  and  overlooking  the  vil-  I  opposite  to  the  Val  Savaranche. 
lage  of  Font,  in  the  deep  valley,  j  In  the  lower  part  of  the  valley  the 
a  thousand  feet  below  him.  Here,  path  continues  at  a  vast  height  abovt^ 
on  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  a  cross  is  |  the  course  of  the  river  bank,  on  its 
placed,  which  is  seen  from  below  ;  ;  rt. ;  as  it  approaches  the  Val  d' Aosta, 
the  spot  is  called  the  Croix  dAro-  !  a  mae:nificent  view  of  Mont  Blanc, 
letta.  From  it,  one  of  those  sublime  !  towenng  over  all  the  intermediate 
scenes  which  occasionally  bursts  upon  j  mountains,  opens  to  the  traveller, 
the  traveller  in  the  Alps  opens  upon  '  Here  the  Yal  de  Rhemes  joins  the 
him.  The  three  vast  peaks  of  the  j  Val  Savaranche,  and  both  enter  the 
Grand  Paradis,  breakmg  through  |  valley  of  Aosta.  The  end  of  the  Yal 
their  enormous  vestment  of  glaciers,  i  de  Rhdmes  appears  like  a^  table  land 
rise  before  him ;  and  on  the  rt,  a  on  the  mountain  side,  studded  with 
black  mountain,  that  overhangs  the  '  villages,  rich  in  meadows  and  vines, 
path  by  which  he  must  descend  to  ,  walnut  and  chestnut  trees. 
I*<mt,  Down  these  precipices  he  must  From  this  elevation  the  descent  to 
wind  for  more  than  an  hour  to  reach  •  Villeneuve  is  rapid,  fatieuing,  and 
this  village,  the  highest  in  the  Val  '  difficult ;  and  thejoumey  from  Chapis 
Savaranche,  passing  on  his  descent  a  j  to  the  Val  d* Aosta  (Rte.  134)  will  oe 
magnificent  cataract.  :  found  to  be  quite  enough  for  one  day. 

But  here  the  striking  and  peculiar  '  At  Villeneuve  there  is  neither  decent 
scenery  of  this  pass  ends  ;  the  v&Uey    inn  nor  car,  so  you  may  be  prepared 
below  Pont  is  narrow,  and  with  very    to  continue  on  for  1  hr.  40  m«  to 
little  cultivation  at  the  bottom.    On  '      Aosta  (Rte.  134). 
the  L  a  path  leads  over  the  mountain  ! 
of  CcoiseiUs  to  the  Val  de  Rhymes  ;  i 

and  another  on  the  rt.  crosses  to  the  [  ROUTE  148. 

Val  de  Cogne,  by  the  Col  de  la  Combe 

tie  Cogiie,    Near  where  the  path  to  it  '  aosta  to  bourg  st.  maubice,  in  the 
(^uits  the  vallev  is  the  village  of  Bien^  ,      taremtaise,  bt  the  val  orisanchk 
where  a  wealtny  peasant  will  accom- 
modate travellers;  two  good  chasseurs 
and  guides  live  here. 

Gioux,  or  Yal  Savaranche,  is  the 
principal  village  in  the  valley,  and 
here  refreshment  may  be  obtained; 


AND  the  col  OU  If  ONT. 


Aosta  (Rte.  134> 

Ivroffne(B,te,  134)  3  hrs.fr^m  Aosta. 
Hence  to  Bourg  is  about  13  hrs. 
The  entrance  to  the  Val  Orisanc/tg 


but  the  sleeping  quarters  are  bad.  '  by  the  torrent  which  flows  into  the 
The  cure  will,  however,  receive  tra-  j  Yal  dAosta  is  utterly  impracticable, 
vellers.  Travellers  who  may  vary  |  It  is  necessary  to  cross  the  torrent  by 
the  route  by  crossing  the  riage  be«  i  the  new  bridge,  and  immediately  be- 
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hind  the  little  dirty  town  of  Ivrogne  passing  near  the  summit  a  small  IbL 
to  pass  a  milly  and  ascend  through  and  a  chapel  dedicated  to  St  Gni 
orchards  and  meadows  that  appear  to  The  distance  is  about  the  same,  ba* 
lead  away  from  the  Grisancne.  At  the  path  is  rougher  and  less  frv- 
the  head  of  these  the  path  arrives  '  quented.] 

abruptly  below  some  rocks  ;  thence  The  sterility  of  the  Val  de  Gri- 
tuming  and  ascending  along  their  j  sanche  above  Sens  is  striking;  im 
bases,  the  traveller  shortly  finds  him-  1  rugged,  and  strewn  with  eDonB'>as 
self  in  the  path  which  is  carried  high  |  blocks  which  have  been  detached&om 
above  the  1.  bank  of  the  Grisanche,  '  the  mountains,  from  whence  stOl  is- 
and  which  leads  up  the  valley.  pending  masses  threaten   the  pu&iBC 

The   scenery  here   is  of   a  strik-    traveller,  and  numerous  croasesreeif^i 
ing  character.      The  river  roars  so    the  frequency  of  fiEital  accidents.  Deep 
<Ieep  in  the  gorge  as  scarcely  to  be  '  rifts  in  the  sides  of  the  precipices  aTv 
lioard ;  and  the  rocks  which  bound  its    channels  to  cataracts  that  poor  tbr  j 
course  are  so  nearly  perpendicular,    white  foam  from  the  dark  recesses :  ic 
that  the  tops  of  lofty  and  enormous    some   plaoes    the    black    precxpitoa^ 
pines,  rooted  in  the  rifts  below,  can  •  slopes  of  the  mountain  are  always  vc-ij 
almost  be  touched  by  the  hand  of  the    ana  herbless,  and  reeking^  as  if  fron. 
traveller    in    passing    above    them,    some  recent  avalanche. 
Overhanging  the  path,  the  mountains        For  more  than  two  hours  up  tV« 
so  close  in,  uiat  the  light  of  day  does  '  valley  from  Seris,  the  same  ckanrfff 
not  half  illuminate  this  deep  and  sa-    of  scenery  previdls  ;   some  mi$enb:- 
vage  defile.    On  a  sort  of  terrace,  on  I  hovels  and  a  few  fields   of  stimii*^ 
the  opposite  banks,  the  ruins  of  a    barley  are  found  in  the  bottom  o^tk 
feudal  castle  are  seen  frowning  over  ,  valley  ;  on  its  sides  there  is  only  i^- 
the  black  ravine,  and  fitted  for  tales  I  dark   precipice    or   bUek    forest  f' 
of  romance.    From  it,  the  view  into  I  pines.      The  head  of  the  ndWr  > 
the  valley  of  Aosta  must  be  beautiful,  1  bounded  by  the  immeiise  glaciers>  i< 
but  what  access  there  is  to  these  ruins  I  Clou. 

cannot  be  traced,  or  even  imagined.        From  the  head  of  the  valley  thK- 
from  the  opposite  bank,  though  this    is  a  pass — the  Col  du  Clou — by  viirl 
is  so  high  above  the  torrent^  &at  the  |  the  traveller  may  reach  La  Tnik  ^ 
path  seldom  approaches  it  nearer  than  <  Ste.  Foi  or  Tignes.    It  is  high  sr. 
'iOOft.  ,  steep,    with    considert^le   slopes   < 

This  narrow  defile  continues  during    snow,  but  not  difficult  for  a  matL".* 
an  ascent  of  more  than  2  hrs.    Some-  i  taineer. 

times  the  path  is  carried  on  ter-  |  At  Fomel^  the  highest  village  r 
races,  rudely  formed  of  loose  stones  j  the  valley,  the  route  to  the  Col  li 
placed  across  rifts  in  the  precipices;  i  Mont  leaves  the  Val  Grisanc'^ 
in  others,  the  buttresses  of  rock  are  ;  ascends  a  steep  path  on  the  right  t 


cut  away  to  make  the  road  high  and 
wide  enough  to  pass. 

At  length,  at  the  upper  extremity 
of  the  defile,  the  valley  opens  at  the 
nVage  of  SeriSf  a  place  which  fur- 
nishes only  the  most  miserable  accom- 
modation.   The  passage  up  the  Gri- 


a  torrent,  ana  reaches  som.e  ch^: 
on  a  small  but  fine  pasturage.  Ab 
these  the  path  skirts  the  brink  of  pr 
cipices  over  a  deep  gorge,  and  ecv 
a  oasin  in  the  mountains  filled  v: 
rocks  and  stones  brought  down  fr: 
the  surrounding  mountains,  the  <ai 


sanche  to  Seris  is  all  in  the  valley  really  mits  of  which  are  crested  with  gW»^ 

worth  a  visit  from  the  Val  a  Aosta,  j  The  ascent  is  very  steep  for  tke&r.}  - 

and  it  well  deserves  from  the  tourist  I  hrs.  up  a  trackless  loose  path,  ac^  ^ 

in  that  valley  an  examination  as  far  as  fatiguing  slopes  of  snow,  steep.  ^■ 

Seris.      [From  Seris  a  second  pass  |  many  hundreds  of  feet  across.     Fr.> 

called  the  Col  du  Lao  leads  to   the  ,  the  Col,  which  lies  immediatelv  S 

village  of  Ste.  Foi  (see  below).    It  I  of  the  peak  of  the  Om^«w,  I'v^-" 

lies  further  N.  than  the  Col  du  Mont,  I  ft.,  the  scene  is  verv  fine,  not   « 
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of  the  deep  Yalley  of  stones  towards 
Piedmont,  but  also  towards  Savoy, 
where  nature  presents  a  gentler  aspect 
in  the  mountains  which  £>und  the  V al 
Is^re ;  for  the  Col  is  so  narrow  that 
both  can  be  seen  from  the  summit* 

The  Col  du  Mont  was  the  scene  of 
some  desperate  conflicts  during  the 
irars  of  tne  Revolution  between  the 
French  and  the  Fiedmontese.  Gene- 
ral Moulins,  who  commanded  the 
urmer,  after  many  efforts  succeeded 
u  gaining  the  position  by  advancing 
luring  a  snow-storm,  when  such  as- 
ailants  were  not  expected,  and  rb- 
ained  it  in  spite  of  not  less  than  ten 
(Forts  to  repossess  iL  The  height  of 
he  Col,  from  the  absence  of  all  vege- 
tition,  must  exceed  8500  ft. 
After  passing  down  a  steep  path, 
taring  on  the  L  black  precipices — the 
launts  of  the  chamois — the  beautiful 
asturages  belonging  to  the  commune 
f  St.  Foi  appear  in  a  deep  basin, 
ounded  below  by  a  forest.  In  less 
lian  2  hrs.  the  highest  chalets  in  this 
asin  are  reached,  and  in  another 
our  the  chalets  of  Bormet,  where  the 
rack  from  the  Col  du  Lac  (see  above) 
ills  in  on  the  rt.  [From  these  ch&lets 
path  turning  nearly  due  N.  leads  in 
hrs.  to  the  Col  de  Tacqiii,  or  Col  de  la 
y.v  Bhmche^  over  which  lies  a  difficult 
iss  to  La  Tuile,  on  the  road  of  the 
ittle  St.  Bernard  (Rte.  149).  The 
iscent  lies  over  a  portion  of  the  great 
acier  of  Ruitor.J  Beyond  Bonnet 
e  road  winds  steeply  down  through  a 
rest,  and  at  lengtb  emerges  to  cross 
torrent  and  enter  the  vilhige  of  Mu- 
ille,  where  another  bridee  over  a 
ep  ravine  leads  to  the  hamlet  of 
azure  ;    thence  traversing  a  brow 

the  mountain  side,  the  road  de- 
'nds  to  the 

Village  of  Ste.  Foi  in  the  Val  Isere. 
iG  approach  to  it  is  strikingly  fine, 
'  one  of  the  most  beautiful  moun- 
ns  in  the  Alps,  bounds  the  opposite 
e  of  the  Valls^re.  From  its  base 
the  torrent,  fer  below  the  terrace 
ere  Ste.  Foi  stands,  to  its  summit, 
ich  is  peaked  with  a  triangular 
ramid  of  snow,  the  entire  height  of 
3  stupendous  mountain  is  seen.  At 
TV/»7<c  dfi  Ste,  Foi,  a  village  2  m.  S.  of 


Ste.  Foi,  lives  Franfois  Buet,  an  excel- 
lent guide  and  sportsman,  who  will 
acconmiodate  travellers.  Chamois  are 
not  scarce,  pheasants  and  ptarmigan 
abound,  and  Dears  have  been  known. 
There  are  excellent  trout  in  the  Lao 
de  Tignes. 

From  Ste.  Foi  the  descent  by  a  paved 
road  is  very  steep  to  the  banks  of  the 
Is^re.  Beiore  reaching  the  river  a 
torrent  is  crossed,  which  forms,  a  little 
way  up  the  valley,  a  fine  cataract.  It 
is  difficult  to  get  a  view  of  it.  This  is 
the  stream  which  from  above  descends 
between  the  villages  of  Massure  and 
Muraille. 

From  the  bridge  the  path  lies  across 
meadows  for  some  way,  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Is^re.  Soon  after  rising, 
it  leads  to  the  village  of  Scez,  at  the 
foot  of  the  Little  St  Bernard.  [From 
Scez  to  Chapiu  (Rte.  139}  is  a  walk  of 
3J  hrs.  up  the  narrow  valley  of  the 
yersoie,pa3singBonneva], where  there 
is  a  small  InnJJ  From  Scez  you  cross 
cultivated  ground,  to  a  bridge  thrown 
over  the  torrent  of  the  Reclus.  Here 
there  is  abundant  evidence  of  the 
destructive  character  of  the  torrent 
after  storms,  in  the  sand,  rocks,  and 
stones  which  mark  its  course  at  such 
times.  Soon  after  the  road  passes  by 
some  coarse  woollen  cloth-works,  and 
some  forges  for  making  small  iron 
ware.  Then  across  the  winter  bed  of 
the  furious  Yersoie,  which  descends 
from  Bonneval,  and  below  an  old 
round  tower  belonging  to  the  village 
of  Chatelard.  From  this  place  the 
road  to  St  Maurice  is  wide  and  ex- 
cellent, and  ere  long  it  is  to  be  hoped 
a  road  of  the  same  width  and  excel- 
lence will  lead  from  this  valley  to  the 
Val  d'Aosta  by  the  pass  of  the  Little 
St  Bernard. 

Bourg  St.  Maurice,  Inn:  H.  des 
Voyageurs,  comfortable,  rather  dear. 

Aosta  to  Lanslebourg.  Travellers 
bound  for  the  upper  valley  of  the  Is^re 
(Rte.  156)  should  not  take  the  rt 
branch  of  the  valley,  which  leads  over 
the  Col  du  Mont,  but  continue  from 
Fomel  to  the  head  of  the  main  valley, 
and  the  Coldu  Clou,  descending  through 
very  fine  scenery  to  Ti^es  (Rte.  156). 
It  is  a  very  long  day's  journey. 

X  3 
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through  fine  woods,  contina&Uj  ^^^ 
oendins  and  descending  till  the  nl- 
lage  of  La  Bahne  is  reached  (1  h- 
10  min.  from  Pr^  St  Didier).  Here  th 
road  crosses  to  the  rt  bank  andwiod^ 
steeply  upon  the  mountain  sid»  at  s. 
great  height  above  the  bed  of  tie  tor- 
rent ;  it  being  impracticable  m  tbr- 
depth  of  the  valley,  which  is  hen?  i 
ravine,  to  form  a  road.     Thei^  rji 
occasional   peeps  of  the   river,  sr4 
there  is  one  of  particular   intere^*. 
where  the  avalanches  which  desec^ 
from  the  Cramont  fall  into  the  ravi^ 
sometimes  in  such  quantitj  that  v 
snow  remains,  under  the  shadow  • : 
the  mountain,  unmelted  far  the  je^: 
This  is  the  spot,  in  the  opiDion  • 
those  who  have  most  caroiillr  ex- 
amined into  the  subject,  where  Ha"'- 
nibal  and  his  army,  in  their  descet 
from  the  Alps,  found  the  war.  b, 
which    tiiey    could    hare    desceo^ 
into  the  valley,  destroyed,  and  V- 
elephants  and  horses  paased  with  d-f  • 
culty  over  a  bridge  orsliow.  Theiw. 
formerly  lay  on  the  L  bank  of  t 
river.    Since  1800,  the  present  r»- 
to  avoid  this  liability,  has  been  at- 
on  the  other  side,  high  above  aS  n- 
from  such  an  accident. 

About  i  hr.  from  La  Bahse  *. 
road  returns  to  the  1.  bank,  and  ?>^- 
after  the  ravine  is  left  the  village 
La  Tuille  (^Tttn  small)  is  reached.  &r 
the  glaciers  of  Ruitor  open  npoa  t: 
traveller. 

[A  short  way  above  La  Tuille  •: 
stream  from  the  glacier  of  the  Bar  - 
may  be  crossed,  and  a  path  tak«: 
descend  into  the  valley  of  Aost^ 
some  beautiful  pasturages, and  thn.' . 
a  forest  that  overhangs  the  precifi 
above  St  Didier,  whence  the  vit» 
Mont  Blanc  is  inferior  only  to  * 
from  the  Cramont      After   cra^ 
the  Can^  of  Prince  Thomas,   the  t. 
descends  down    the  steep   tnoui:.' 
side  on  the  rt  bank  of  the  I>oir«. 
is  nearly  in  this  course  that  the  >■ 
dinian  government  contemplates 
formation  of  a  good  road   oier  ' 
Little   St  Bernard,   to  connect   " 
Pays  d*Aosta  vnth  the  Tarentai^] 
The  road  to  the  Little  St  Bert  -. 
turns  sharp  to  the  rt  at  Che  brkir 


ROUTE  149. 

OOURMATEUR  TO  BOUBA  ST.  MAURICE, 
BY  THE  LrTTLE  ST.  BERNARD — THE 
BELVEDERE. 

n.  X. 
Oonrmayettr. 
Pre  St.  Didier    ....    1    0 

La  Tuille 1  4S 

Canttne 2    0 

Hospice 1  15 

Cantlne 0  30 

St.  Oermaln 1  10 

Sees .10 

Bouzg 0  40 

9  20 

The  charge  for  a  mule  over  the 
pass,  12  frs.,  and  for  muleteer  12  frs. 
—total,  24  fr. 

This  is  one  of  the  easiest  passes 
over  the  Alps,  and  probably  one  of 
the  most  ancient  These  and  other 
reasons  render  it  probable  that  Han- 
nibal made  his  ramous  passage  into 
Italy  by  it. 

GkK>d  carriage-road  from  Cour- 
mayeur  (Rte.  134),  by  Pre  St  Didier, 
to  La  TuiUe;  thence  to  Hospice  char- 
road;  good  road  again,  opened  from 
the  Hospice  to  Bourg  St.  Maurice, 
1868. 

There  is  a  short  cut  for  pedestrians 
by  the  rt  bank  of  the  stream  from 
Courmayeur  (Rte.  134)  to  Pr^  St 
Didier  (carriage  4  fr.) 

The  road  to  the  Little  St  Bernard 
begins  to  ascend  immediately  behind 
Prd  St  Didier  by  a  series  of  steep 
zigzags,  presenting  new  and  striking 
scenes  of  the  valley  below,  and  of  Mont 
Blanc,  especially  n'om  the  mouth  of  the 
TunneL  On  reaching  the  level  ground 
above,  that  overhangs  the  deep  rift 
in  the  mountain  through  whicn  the 
branch  of  the  Doire  from  La  Tuille 
bursts  through  into  the  plain  of  St 
Didier,  the  scene  is  fine.  It  borders 
a  pine  forest,  of  which  some  vast  old 
trunks  hang  over  the  precipices,  and 
*'elp  to  conceal  the  deep  torrent  which 

ara  beneath.    The  road  now  goes 

>ng   the   L    bank    of  the   stream 


Piedh  k  Sawy. 
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of  La   Tnille,   ascends    rapidly    to 
Pont  Serrctnt — the    last  Tillage — and 
after  crossing  a  very  deep  ravine  over  a 
wooden  bridge,  and  passing  the  village, 
becomes    more    steep,    but   presents 
little  interest  except   to   the  geolo- 
gist.   At  the  top  of  the  steep  ascent  is 
the  Cantme,  where  refreshments  can  be 
obtained,  and  the  road  then  enters 
on  a  fine  pasturage  on  a  plain  about 
a  leae;ue  long  and  ^  a  league  wide, 
bounded  on  the  L  by  the  Belvedere 
and  the  Vallaisan,  and  on  the  rt  bv 
the  Belle-£Mse,  at  the  foot  of  which 
mountain  lies  a  little  lake — the  Vemai, 
which  is  left  in  its  deep  basin  on  the 
rt.    After  passing  the  ruins  of  some 
defences  thrown  up  during  the  war 
of  the  Bevolution,  when  France  and 
Sardinia  struggled  for  possession  of 
these  summits,  the  road  passes  the 
bighest  point,  and  the  traveller  sees 
before  him,  at  the  opposite  extremity 
>f  the  plain,  the  hospice  rebuilt. 

On  the  plain,  however,  there  are 
>bjects  of  high  antiquity.  A  circle  of 
atones  on  the  highest  point  of  the  plain 
>ears  still  the  name  of  the  Cirque 
TAnnibal.  The  stones  are  rude 
QASses,  varying  in  size,  none  very 
arge ;  they  are  about  10  ft.  apart,  and 
he  circle  measures  nearly  260  yds. 
oundL  The  tradition  is,  that  Hanni- 
»al  here  held  a  council  of  war.  That 
le  stajed  on  the  summit  of  the  Alps, 
nd  waited  for  his  straeglers,  is  an 
istorical  &ct ;  and,  independent  of 
ther  and  abundant  evidence,  no  plain 
a  the  summit  of  any  other  of  the 
Jpine  passes  is  so  well  adapted  for 
le  encampment  of  his  army  as  this. 
Ne&T  to  the  circle  there  is  a  column 
anding,  the  Cohnne  de  Joux^  sup- 
>sed  to  be  of  Celtic  origin.  It  is 
i&riy  20  ft  high,  and  3  ft  in  diameter. 
is  composed  of  CipoUino,  a  variety 
'  marble  which  abounds  in  the  Cra- 
ont-  The  frontier  line  of  Prance 
id  Italy  passes  along  the  crest  of  the 
U5S.  About  1^  m.  &om  the  Colonne 
I  JToux  is  the 

JJdspice^  situated  at  the  S.W.  ex- 
3111.1  ty  of  the  plun,  close  to  a  little 
^e.        Hough    accommodation,    but 
eat  civility, 
Xlie   Hospice  was  founded  by  St 


Bernard,  but  nothing  of  its  history  is 

E reserved.  The  Great  St  Bernard 
as  absorbed  all  the  interest  though, 
if  the  veil  of  the  obscure  history  of 
the  Little  St  Bernard  could  be  re- 
moved, it  would  perhaps  surpass  in 
early  importance  that  of  its  great 
rival ;  for  Celtic  remains  still  exist 
there,  and  the  foundations  of  a  temple 
constructed  of  Boman  brick  are  traced 
on  the  col,  near  the  column.  The 
present  Hospice  belongs  to  the  Mili- 
tary and  Bellgious  Order  of  St.  Mau- 
rice et  St.  Lazare.  In  one  part  of  the 
building  resides  an  ecclesiastic,  who 
furnishes  gratuitous  hospitality  to 
needy  travellers;  and  the  other  part 
of  the  building  was  in  1859  converted 
into  a  tolerabhr  comfortable  Iim  (with 
a  very  civil  landlord),  where  those 
who  can  afford  to  pay  are  lodged. 
This  would  form  exceUent  head-quar- 
ters for  excursions  to  the  Belvedere, 
&c.    One  or  2  dogs  are  kept  here. 

[From  the  hospice  it  is  easy  to 
reach  the  adjoining  peaks  of  iheVai' 
laisan,  or  the  Belvedere,  The  former 
is  reached  in  1  hr. ;  the  latter,  more 
difficult,  but  commanding  a  finer  view, 
in  1  hr.  40  min.  Mont  Blanc,  which 
is  not  seen  from  the  Col  of  the  Little 
St  Bernard,  is  from  either  summit  a 
magnificent  object.  The  view  is  of 
great  extent  commanding  the  moun- 
tains far  S.  of  the  Tarentaise,  and 
looking  down  upon  enormous  glaciers 
streaming  into  the  valleys  E.  of  the 
Belvedere;  but  the  views  are  inferior 
to  those  discovered  from  the  Cra- 
mont3 

[Travellers  bound  to  the  upper 
valley  of  the  Is^re  may  shorten  the 
way  to  Ste.  Foi  (Rte.  148)  by  ascend- 
ing, nearly  due  S.  from  the  hospice, 
the  ridge  of  the  Traversette,  to  wnich 
cannon  were  transported  during  the 
revolutionary  war.  The  descent  to 
Ste.  Foi  is  rather  steep,  but  this  path 
saves  nearly  2  hrs.] 

The  descent  to  Bourg  St.  Mau- 
rice begins  immediately  from  the 
Hospice  by  a  good  carriage-road.  At 
the  Cttntine  refreshments  can  be  ob- 
tained; the  road  soon  after  takes  to 
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the  rt  bank  of  the  stream,  and  con- 
tinues over  pasturages  resembling 
those  of  the  Col  de  Balme,  till  it 
descends  steeply  to  the  village  of  St, 
Germain  {Inn  very  poor). 

Thence,  following  the  old  mule- 
path,  a  steep  set  of  zigzags  lead  down 
to  a  bridge  over  the  torrent  called  La 
Hecluse,  which  is  overhung  at  the  point 
of  passage  by  an  enormous  bank  of 
gypsum,  bearing  the  name  of  the 
Jioclie  Blanche.  In  situation  it  per- 
fectly agrees  with  Polybius'  account, 
in  the  passage  of  Hannibal,  of  such  a 
rock,  and  the  events  which  occurred 
there.  This  is  one  of  the  chief  points 
of  evidence,  and,  taken  with  the 
others,  furnish  a  mass  which  must 
force  conviction  on  the  minds  of  un- 
prejudiced inquirers — ^that  by  this  pass 
of  the  Alps  Hfmnibal  entered  Italy, 
(reneral  Melville,  in  his  examination, 
the  basis  of  De  Luc's  treatise  ;  Wick- 
ham  and  Cramer  from  their  research- 
es; and  Brockedon  from  his  repeated 
visits;  nearly  all  travellers  in  the  Alps, 
who  have  examined  the  other  passes 
in  reference  to  this  question,  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  on  this 
line  only  can  the  narrative  of  Poly- 
bius,  the  only  worthy  authority  upon 
the  question,  be  borne  out.  (See 
Quarterly  Review,  245). 

Following  the  mule-path  or  the 
long  zigzags  of  the  tiew  high-road, 
the  traveller  reaches  the  village  of 

Scez.     2  m.  farther  is 

Bowg  St,  Maiirice  (Thn:  H.  des 
Vovageurs,  passable).  A  poor  village, 
rather  prettily  situated  at  the  junc- 
tion of  several  valleys.  Mules  and 
side-saddles  are  to  found  here,  but 
scarce  at  times  ;  8  fr.  to  the  Col, 
15  to  Courmayeur.  Diligences  at 
very  inconvenient  hours  to  Moutiers, 
and  thence  to  Albert ville  and  Cha- 
mousset  Stat,  on  Rly.  to  Chambdry. 
(Rte.  156). 

To  the  Col  d'Iseran.     (Rte.  156). 


ROUTE  160. 
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S^LLEKCHES    TO   L  HOPITAi:,    C0NFU5S 

(albeetvtlle),  by  UaiNE. 

9{  leagues— 9  hrs.  steady  wolkiQ?. 

From  Sallenches  (Rte.  138)  a  nevr 
route  is  being  constructed,  which  «nll 
one  day  open  a  char  or  carriage  c&^ 
munication  between  the  valley  of  ty 
Arve  and  that  of  the  Is^re,  in  i^ 
Tarentaise.  It  is  still  incomplete 
between  Flumet  and  Usine. 

The  road  which  has  been  made  <>r 
improved  to  Meg^ve  rises  dinctlj 
up  the  steep  side  of  one  of  the  sk^ 
of  Mont  Foron  to  the  yiUage  cf 
Comblou,  about  on  hour'a  asceoL 
Its  gay  spire  is  seen  from  the  road  u* 
Chamouni,  near  Possy,  and  also  frcm 
the  valley  of  Maglans  in  approachiii? 
to  it  From  each  zigzag  in  tk^ 
ascent  to  Comblou  there  is  a  mess 
beautiful  prospect,  well  worthy  tfc*- 
traveller's  walk  from  Sfdlencha  ^-r 
St  Martin's.  It  commands  tlie  vaDrr 
of  Maglans  on  one  side,  and  tk> 
Varens  and  the  upper  valley  of  t^ 
Arve  on  the  other.  The  Ai^ilks  ^ 
Varens  rise  in  great  grandeur  directly 
in  front  of  the  spectator ;  and  on  i^ 
rt  of  the  upper  Arve,  all  the  peal^ 
and  glaciers  of  Mont  Blan<%  ^nd  iti 
extreme  summit,  are  as  distincd} 
seen  as  in  a  modeL  Few  ^»ot8  f^ 
such  prospects  can  vie  with  the  \'^- 
lage  of  Comblou. 

A  little  beyond  Comblou  the  hic^* 
est  port  of  the  road  is  passed.  Tlieeir 
the  distance  is  a  league,  OTer  a  n4.1 
nearly  level,  to 

Megeve  (frm:  Soleil  d'Or>.  Fk* 
Meg^ve  a  rood  leads  over  the  Pu 
Sion,  a  col  which  divides  the  rukie* 
of  Haute  Luce  from  the  valle j^  c^  r^ 
Arly,  by  the  shortest  course  ' 
Beaufort 

[Megdve  is  the  place  from  wbe&t 
the  Mont  Jolt  may  be  most  ea«L* 
ascended  (5  hrs.  walk  goings  and  r^ 
turning).  The  summit  (8670  ft.)  .. 
the  finest  point  of  view  on  (he  W. 
side  of  Mont  Blanc  It  via^  also  b^ 
reached  from  Sallenches,  St.  Gerrs^v 
or  Contomines.    Inhere  is  a  IbcvtfKit^ 
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to  St.  Grerrais,  commandiDg  splendid 
views  all  the  way,  which  turns  off 
from  the  road  to  Comhlou  about  ^  a 
mile  from  Meffdve.! 

From  Megeve  the  road  to  Ugine 
descends  the  valley  of  the  Arly  in 

2  hrs.  to  Flumet,  a  little  town  of 
Upper  Fancigny,  containing  about 
lOOO  Inhab.,  near  the  confluence  of  the 
Flon  and  the  Arly.  On  a  rock  are 
the  ruins  of  a  castle,  in  which  the  first 
baron  of  Fancigny  resided. 

Beyond  Flnmet  the  road  is  only 
practicable  for  mules:  it  is  exces- 
sively hilly  and  wild.  The  valley  of 
the  Arly  is  a  gorge,  deeply  seated, 
and  bears  the  name  of  the  Combe  of 
SuToie.  In  2  hrs.  from  Flumet  it  leads 
to  Heri  (^Inn:  Entree  des  Voyageurs), 
a  village  beautifully  situated,  sur- 
rounded by  high  mountains  covered 
with  pine  rorests. 

Below  Heri,  the  path,  in  many 
places  cut  out  in  the  mountain  side, 
overhai^  the  deep  bed  of  the  Arly, 
and  alternate  spots  of  savageness  and 
beauty  are  found  throughout  this  val- 
ley. Its  richness  in  walnut-trees  is 
celebrated,  and  the  oil  which  the  nuts 
furnish  is  an  important  article  of 
(*ommerce.    2  hrs.  farther  is 

Ugine  {Inns :  Balances ;  Grande 
liaison),  a  large  ill-built  town,  con- 
taining 3000  Inhab.,  famous  for 
its  fairs  of  cattle  and  mules.  To  the 
X.,  on  a  steep  limestone  rock,  there 
are  the  remains  of  the  Castle  attacked 
in  the  9th  century  by  the  Saracens, 
md  destroyed  in  the  13th  century 
>y  Humbert,  first  dauphin  of  Vienne. 
:t  is  situated  on  the  rt  bank  of  the 
\rly,  on  the  road  between  Annecy 
ind  Aignebelle  (Rte.  152>. 

From  Ugine  an  excellent  carriage 
oad  continues  for  If  league  down  the 
\rly  to  Albertville,  through  a  deep 
>nd  rich  valley.  On  the  other  side  of 
he  Arly  is  seen  the  valley  of  Beau- 
brt,  where  the  Doron,  which  flows 
hrough  it,  foils  into  the  Arly. 

£A  hilly  and  rough  road  leads  in 
2  m.  from  Albertville,  ascending 
le  course  of  the  Doron  into  the  wild 
nd  secluded  Valley  of  Bemifort  to  St 


Maxime  de  Beaufort,  its  chief  town, 
situated  at  the  junction  of  5  valleys, 
accessible  only  by  mountain-paths  and 
surmounted  by  cols  more  or  less  diffi- 
cult, averaging  6500  ft.  in  height:  they 
are  the  Vals — de  Haute  Luce,  traversed 
by  the  Dorinet  N.£. ;  la  Gite,E.  by  the 
Doron;  Fontcelamot,  S.  by  the  Ar- 
gentine ;  Trecols  and  Roseleln  from 
the  S.E.  The  chief  passes  are — La 
Batia  S.W.  into  Val  dTsfere  ;  2.  The 
Louse  and  G-rand  Cormet  (fine  view)  on 
the  S.  into  the  Is^re  en  Tarentaise  ; 
3.  On  the  N.E.  Col  de  Fenetre  and 
Col  Joly  lead  to  Chamouni  by  the 
Val  de  Mont-Joie  ;  4.  E.  La  Flatte, 
or  Col  de  Biollay  from  La  Oite  to  the 
Val  de  Chapiu. 

Between  the  Doron  and  Dorinet 
rise  the  Socks  of  Enclaves — a  curious 
granite  group  arranged  roimd  an  oval 
basin,  so  shut  in  by  a  granitic  ridge 
that  the  waters  from  it  are  discharged 
only  through  su))terranean  channels, 
or  over  numerous  fine  foils  into  the 
valley  of  La  Gite,  the  finest  of  all  in 
scenery.  In  the  centre  of  the  basin 
stand  the  ch&lets  of  Putray.  The  Inn 
kept  by  Henri  Martin  at  St.  Maxime 
is  the  best  in  the  district.] 

Albertville  (a  name  given,  1835,  in 
compliment  to  the  late  king  of  Sar- 
dinia, Charles  Albert ;)  previously 
called  L'Hopital.  (^Inns:  H.  des  Ba- 
lances, pretty  good;  Etoile  du  Nord). 
L'Hopital,  with  its  wide  streets  and 
clean  appearance,  is  one  of  the  nicest 
little  towns  in  Savoy;  it  has  about 
1500  Inhab.,  and  lymg  in  the  high 
road,  by  which  communication  is  held 
with  Ugine,  Annecy,  and  Sallenches, 
with  Chambery,  and  with  Moutiers 
Tarentaise,  it  has,  since  the  establish- 
ment of  good  roads,  been  increas- 
ing in  importance.  Diligences  by 
Faverges  to  Annecy — to  Moutiers 
and  Chamousset  Stat,  on  Rly.  to 
Chambery. 

On  the  other  side  of  the  Arly, 
about  ^  m.  from  Albertville,  rise  the 
crumblmg  and  ivy-clad  ramparts  of 
the  town  of 

Conflans,  with  about  1300  Inhab. 
It  was  formerly  defended  by  2  very 
strong  forts.   It  resisted  the  troops  of 
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Frauds  L  in  the  war  of  1536,  when  it 
was  partly  burnt,  and  its  two  forts 
demolished.  It  has  one  or  two  curi- 
ous old  buildings;  a  glorious  yiew 
from  its  Promenade,  20  min.  walk, 
over  the  valley  of  the  Isdre  (which 
receives  the  Arly  a  little  below),  to- 
wards the  Grande  Chartreuse  moun- 
tains. On  the  banks  of  the  river  is  a 
smelting-house,  Ibnderie  Royale,  where 
the  silver,  from  the  ore  raised  in  some 
mines  ia  the  neighbourhood,  is  re- 
duced. 


ROUTE  151.      * 

GENEVA. TO  CHAMB^T,  BY  AIX   LE8 
BAINS,      (railway.) 

Eng.  m. 
Geneyft. 

Calos 42 

Aix  les  Bains      ...    64 
ChiunMiy      ....    64 

From  Geneva  to  Culoz  Stat  see 
Bte.  53. 

At  Culos  Stat,  the  Lyons  and 
Geneva  line  of  rly.  is  len,  and  the 
Victor  Emmamel  line  taken.  The 
second-class  carriages  are  very  in- 
ferior on  this  line.  After  leaving 
Culoz  the  Rhone  is  crossed  by  a  fine 
iron-girder  bridge;  the  rly.  then  .tra- 
verses some  marshy  meadows,  and 
enters  a  timnel,  from  which  it  sud- 
denly emerges  on  the  shore  of  the 
lakeofBourget. 

The  views  over  the  lake  and  the 

opposite  range  of  the  Dent  du  Chat, 

seei)  by  the  passen^rs  whose  seats 

•re  on  the  rt-hand  side  going  to 

hambcry,  are  very  beautifiil.    The 


finelynntuated  castle  of  ChfttiUon  is 
seen  on  the  1.,  and  the  rly.  cantinues 
close  to  Ihe  lake,  save  where  it  pa^e^ 
by  a  short  tunnel  through  some  pru< 
jeoting  point. 

By  a  short  branch  line  tnminjr 
awi^  fr^m  the  lake,  it  reaches  ,Vii 
les  Bains  Stat 

Aix  lee  Bams  (^Imu:  H.  Impeiial 
the  best;  very  good;  capital  coisiK: 
H.  Venat  near  the  Stat.;  charge  11 
fr.  a-day  for  bed,breakfast»  and  tabl^ 
d'hdte  ;  Poste  ;  H.  du  Pare;  H.  Ga> 
lard.  There  are  numerous  bounding' 
houses  and  lodgings.  Maison  Aiv- 
Remain  is  a  good  pension. 

This  watering-place,  situated  at  i 
little  distance  to  the  £.  of  the  prett? 
Lac  du  Bourget,  and  containing  4<X' 
Inhab.,  was  Known  to  the  Bomui 
under  the  name  of  Aqnse  GTat2sas>. 
and  it  is  stUl  resorted  to  on  mcccfea: 
of  its  mineral  springs,  and  of  ik 
attractions  of  the  beautiful  ooostrr 
round  it,  by  more  than  3000  visiu*^ 
yearly,  many  of  them  from  Lyons, 
and  coming  more  for  amnaement  titu 
for  the  baus« 

Its  Mineral  Springs  are  warm  tai 
sulphureous;  they  have  a  temperassn- 
varying  between  100°  and  117^  Fikr. 
The  Alum  Spring  (incorrectly  so  ealkd. 
as  it  contains  no  alum)  issues  froB 
beneath  an  antique  arch;  it  is  path 
employed  in  douching  horses.  Tbt 
8uq>hvr  Spring  is  exceedingly  eopkm>: 
it  is  drunk  at  the  souroe,  and  is  good 
for  correcting  derangement  of  thr 
digestive  organs.  These  waters,  ho«* 
ever,  are  cmefly  employed  for  baths. 
and  above  all  for  douche  baths.  A 
handsome  bath-house  has  be^i  bail: 
by  a  former  king  of  Sardinia,  iBt.- 
the  apartments  of  which  the  hot  vt* 
ter  is  introduced  in  streams,  wbir^ 
descend  from  a  height  of  8  or  10  f- 

rn  the  patient  After  uitdergoisf 
douchmg  process,  which  ooosijft 
in  having  the  water  applied  to  vano 
parts  of  the  body,  wmle  they  arv  u 
the  same  time  subjected  to  brisk  frk- 
tion  by  the  hands  of  two  atteadsats. 
the  patient  is  wrapped  up,  drippiar 
wet,  m  a  blanket,  curried  home  is  1 
sedan-chair,  and  put  into  a  warm  b«d 
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A  brisk  perspiration  succeeds.  The 
appearance  of  the  baths  is  not  tempt* 
^%'  J^fiyaicians — Dr.  Despine,  nL 
D'Avat,  who  understands  English,  and 
M.  Darde  Dardel,  are  well  spoken  of. 
There  is  a  regular  code  of  laws  as  to 
the  baths,  ftc. ;  and  erery  conceivable 
complaint  is  curable  by  one  or  other 
of  the  springs. 

Balls  are  given  twice  a  week  during 
the  season  in  the  room  at  the  Cosmo, 
where  there  is  also  a  reading-room. 
Eng.  Ch.  Sendee  at  the  H.  de  Yille 
on  Sundays. 

There  are  several  very  interesting 
Roman  Eemains,  a  Triumphal  Arch,  in 
debased  Doric  style,  probably  of  the 
3rd  or  4th  centuries,  raised  by  T. 
Pompeius  Campanus;  a  portion  of  an 
Ionic  Temple  of  Diana,  of  which  the 
oella  is  quite  perfect ;  it  can  be  best 
examined  from  the  ganlen  of  the  cur^, 
nnon  which  it  abuts.  Other  portions 
or  Boman  buildings  are  incorporated 
in  the  remains  of  the  Chateau  of  the 
Marquises  of  Aix,  a  building  of  the 
16th  century.  The  Soman  Baihe  are 
entered  from  Madame  Chabert's  gar- 
den. The  principal  portion  visible  is 
an  hypocaust  The  arch  is  a  most 
perfect  piece  of  construction,  well 
worth  the  architect's  consideration. 

The  caverns  of  St.  Paul  (tickets, 
50  c.)  are  curious,  and  contain  huge 
stalactites. 

l^Branch  Eailway  from  Aix  to  An- 
necy  (Rte.  152)  in  1^  hr.  by  Albens, 
Rum  illy,  then  up  the  valley  of  the 
Fier  to  Marcellaz  and  Bovagny.] 

Excursions, — ^There  are  numberless 
rides  an^  walks  in  the  neighbourhood, 
whose  varied  and  beautifiil  scenery 
cannot  fail  to  afford  pleasure  and 
amusement. 

a.  To  the  waterfall  of  Grezy,  in 
a  picturesque  ravine  about  3  m.  from 
Aix.  The  watercourse  is  covered 
over  by  vines  on  trellisses,  and  the 
water  falls  among  rocks  surmounted 
with  crazy  old  sawing  mills.  There 
is  no  danger  in  the  place,  yet  a 
French  lady  was  drowned  here  before 
the  face  of  the  Empress  Hortense  in 
1813.  Not  hx  from  the  waterfoll  are 
the  ruins  of  an  old  castle. 


b,  Hants  Combs,  on  the  opposite  or 
N.W.  shore  of  the  Zac  du  Bourgsi 
(Borghetto).  Boat  to  Haute  Combe, 
8  fr.,  may  be  sent  round  to  meet  the 
traveller  at  Bordeau.  This  monastery, 
beautifully  situated  close  to  the  lake, 
and  at  the  foot  of  the  Mont  du  Chat, 
was  founded  in  1225.  Its  Gothic 
chapels  were  the  burial-places  of 
the  princes  of  Savoy,  canons  of 
Citeaux,  &c.  Among  them  are  Boni- 
face archbishop  of  Canterbury,  son  of 
Count  Thomas  of  Savoy,  who  died  in 
1270;  Amadeus  V.,  VI.,  and  VH.; 
Jeanne  de  Montfort  and  her  husband; 
Peter  of  Savoy;  Anne  of  iOihringen, 
&c.  The  original  convent,  erected 
1743,  was  pillaged  and  desecrated  at 
the  French  revolution  ;  in  the  ch.  the 
coffins  were  opened  and  rifled,  and  the 
monuments,  paintings,  and  stained 
glass  destroyed.  It  was,  however, 
entirely  rebuilt  in  a  peculiar  bad  florid 
Gothic  style  about  the  year  1824  by 
Charles  !Felix,  king  of  Sardinia,  and 
contains  many  monuments,  all  how- 
ever either  modem  or  so  restored  as 
not  t4)  leave  much  of  the  original. 
The  convent  is  once  more  occupied 
by  Cistercian  monks. 

Near  Haute  Combe  is  a  tower  called 
P?uxre  de  Gessens,  the  view  from  which 
is  described  by  Rousseau.  About  ^  m . 
beyond  the  abbey  is  an  intermittent 
spring,  called  Fontains  des  MervsUles, 

The  Lac  du  Bourget  is  full  of  fish, 
and  forms  a  great  addition  to  the 
charms  of  Aix. 

The  W.  shore  of  the  lake  consists 
of  a  taU  precipice  of  limestone,  rising 
almost  perpendicularly  from  the  wa- 
ter's edge,  and  extendmg  from  Haute 
Combe  to  the  castle  of  ]Ek>rdeau. 

« 

[For  those  who  enjoy  mountain 
ascents,  an  interesting  excursion  may 
be  made  from  Aix  to  the  summit  or 
lower  slopes  of  the  Dent  du  Chat,  the 
highest  point  in  the  range  of  lime- 
stone mountains  forming  the  W. 
boundary  of  the  lake.  The  coach- 
road  from  Aix  to  Lyons  passes  over 
the  shoulder  of  the  mountain  and  de- 
scends to  Bordeau,  fh>m  whence  it  fol- 
lows the  shore  of  the  lake  to  Bourget, 
about  7  m.  from  Chamb^ry.    A  far 
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shorter  course  is  to  cross  the  lake 
from  Aix  to  Bordeau.  From  thence 
the  high  road  to  Ljons  by  Yenne 
ascends  the  side  of  the  mountain, 
winding  along  steep  slopes  which 
command  admirable  views  over  the 
lake,  tm  it  attains  the  pass  of  the 
Mont  du  Chat.  This  is  one  of  the 
most  ancient  passages  firom  France 
into  Italy.  It  was  probably  the  most 
frequented  route  until  the  construction 
of  the  road  by  Les  Echelles  (Rte.  153). 

On  the  summit  of  the  pass  there  is 
a  level,  about  300  yds.  across.  The 
road  passes  on  the  southern  side  of  a 
large  mass  of  rock  which  is  upon  it 
The  summit  of  the  pass  is  covered 
with  stones,  rocks,  and  brushwood. 
A  temple  formerly  stood  here,  of 
which  the  foundations  may  be  traced, 
and  many  of  the  stones  around  made 
part  of  the  building.  The  stones  have 
been  well  cut,  and  the  cornices  of 
many  are  yet  tolerably  perfect.  An 
inscription  found  here  has  given  rise 
to  the  idea  that  the  temple  was 
dedicated  to  Mercury,  or  more  pro- 
bably to  his  Gallic  equivalent  the 
God  Theut,  who,  like  him,  presided 
over  highways.  The  mountain  was 
called  Mons  Thuates,  probably  from 
this  temple. 

The  army  under  Hannibal  here 
encountered  its  first  difficulties  in 
passing  the  Alps,  having  to  fight 
the  mountaineers,  who  kept  watch 
durine  the  day  only.  After  having 
ascenaed  tJie  Rhone  as  far  as  Yienne, 
he  led  his  army  across  the  country  of 
the  Allobroges,  by  Bourgoin,  les 
Abrets,  and  St.  Genix  d'Aoste  (Au- 
gusta AUobrogum),  now  a  village  on 
the  1.  bank  of  the  Guiers,  nearly  op- 
posite to  Tenne,  thence,  by  Chevalu 
(Leviscum),  across  the  Mont  du  Chat 
to  Chambery  (Lemincum). 

The  form  and  character  of  the 
Mont  du  Chat  agree  entirely  with 
the  account,  by  Folybius,  of  those 
events  which  Could  only  in  such  a 
peculiar  locality  occur.  From  -Cham- 
bery the  armypassed to MontmeiUan, 
and  up  the  Val  Is^re  to  Conflans, 
Moutlers,  and  St.Maurice,  and  crossed 
into  Itely  by  the  Little  St.  Bernard. 

Even  without  ascending  to  the  top  of  I 


the  mountain,  the  view  from  the  sloipe 
is  very  fine.  Looking  towards  France, 
the  scene  is  one  of  the  most  fertile  in 
the  world ;  studded  with  Tillages  and 
towns,  and  so  extensive,  tiiat  wkere 
the  distant  mountains  of  Tarrare  do 
not  limit  the  horizon,  it  snbsidei  into 
indistinctness.  Immediately  belov,  on 
the  same  side,  are  the  rich  paston^ 
of  the  western  slopes  of  the  Most  du 
Chat.  Beyond  these  are  the  valkr 
of  the  Rhone,  and  the  hills  and  pUiiis 
which  extend  to  the  Ain.  To  reach 
the  highest  point  of  the  Mont  du 
Chat,  caUed  La  Dent  da  Chat,  you 
descend  to  the  high  road  towiutk 
Yenne  for  ^  hr.,  then  take  a  path  to 
the  I.,  which  leads  in  20  min.  to  a 
small  Inn.  Fi«m  thrice  to  the  top 
is  a  steep  scramble  of  1^  hr^  or  :> 
hrs.  from^rdeau.  An  inexperienced 
mountaineer  should  take  a  gnide. 

From  the  summit,  5000  ft.  above  thr 
level  of  the  sea,  the  view  on  the  easten 
side  is  one  of  surpassing  beaaty.  Is 
appears  to  overhanetheuikeof  lEkwr- 
get,  intowhose  deep  blue  waterait  seens 
only  a  leap.  Beyond  is  the  rich  vaBey 
of  Chambery,  extending  from  Albeu 
to  the  Mont  Grenier ;  the  town  of  Ak 
seems  to  be  at  your  feet  across  tb« 
lake  :  on  the  rt.,  the  city  of  Cham- 
bery lies  like  a  model ;  hnndredi  d 
hamlets  and  villages  speckle  the  be&c- 
tiful  valleVf  which  is  oounded  on  xht 
opposite  side  by  the  rich  slopes  of  the 
Mont  d'Asi,  and  the  Dent  de  Nivolet; 
far  beyond  are  seen  the  moiintaiB> 
which  Dound  the  Val  Is^re,  and  the 
snowy  summits  of  the  Dauphiny  Alps.] 

At  the  S.  extremity  of  the  lake  ar^ 
the  ruins  of  the  castle  of  Bour^get,  th^ 
residence  of  the  ancient  counts  of  Sa- 
voy, down  to  the  time  of  Amedeus  V. 
or  the  Great,  who  was  bom  in  it  in  1 24  ^. 
He  sent  for  the  painter  Giorg;io  c. 
Aquila,  a  pupil  of  Giotto,  to  deco- 
rate its  interior  ;  and  some  frasmea'^ 
of  fresco,  now  nearly  efface^  in  * 
cabinet  formed  in  the  thickness  of  tW 
wall  of  one  of  the  towers,  are  pro- 
bably a  part  of  his  work. 

An  agreeable  way  of  visiting  tl^* 
scenery  of  the  lake  is  to  take  a  beat 
from  Aix  to  Haute  Combe,  and  thtn 
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send  it  to  wait  at  the  little  village  of 
Bordean,  at  the  foot  of  the  ascent  to 
the  Mont  du  Chat;  and  after  Tisiting 
the  chapel  and  fountain,  waUc  by 
agreeable  by-paths  along  the  heights 
f^hich  skirt  the  W.  side  of  the  lake, 
and  descend  by  the  great  road  from 
[he  Mont  du  Chat  The  boats,  both 
on  this  lake  and  on  the  lake  of  Annecy, 
:ire  far  superior  to  those  on  the  Swiss 
or  Italian  lakes.  The  men  row  well 
and  understand  something  of  sailing, 
hut  their  charges  are  high. 

[Those  who  enter  Switzerland  by 
Aix,  and  do  not  wish  to  go  round  by 
(T(>neva,  may  at  once  cross  from  An- 
necy, now  connected  with  Aix  by 
Kly'.  (see  Rte.  152)  to  Bonneville  and 
thence  to  St.  Martin,  and  so  on  to 
Chamooni.  The  road  is  excellent,  but 
there  are  no  diligences  or  posting 
arrangements  beyond  Annecy.  A 
%'oiturier  will  go  from  Annecy  in  one 
day  to  Bonneville  and  St.  Martin,  so 
ns'to  allow  ample  time  for  reaching 
Chamouni  on  the  second  day.] 

From  Aix  the  rly.,  after  skirting 
the  S.  comer  of  the  lake,  lies  across 
:i  plain  of  great  fertility  to 

CHAMBfiRY  Stat.  (Rte.  153). 


ROUTE  152. 

r;r,SKVA    BY    ANNEC1?   TO  AIGUEBELLE, 
ON  THE  MONT  CENTS  ROAT>. 

112kil.s70Eng.  m. 

Kll.      Eiig.  m. 
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AlbertvUle  . 
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12 

Aigaebelle  .     . 

.     W. 

_— 
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Since  the  coiupletion  of  the  rly. 
from  Greneva  to  dhambery,  and  from 
thence  to  St.  Jean  de  Maurienne,  this 
route  is  but  Uttle  frequented.    Those  ! 
tvho  are  not  pressed  for  time,  and  who  ' 


wish  to  see  some  of  the  most  beautiful 
part  of  Savoy,  may  still  find  this  an 
interesting  route  in  going  from  Ge- 
neva to  the  pass  of  Mont  Cenis  or 
Little  St.  Bernard. 

On  leaving  Geneva  the  road  passes 
through  the  Plain  Palais,  crosses  the 
Arve,  and  continues  through  Caroiige 
and  the  richly  cultivated  plain  of  the 
Arve,  until  it  rises  to  the  village  of 

jS^^  Juiien^  on  the  frontier  of  Savoy, 
The  baggage  is  searched  a  little  fur- 
ther ou.  An  extra  horse  is  required 
this  stage. 

The  road  ascends  a  long  hill  to  the 
Mount  Sion,  a  ridge  which  runs  nearly 
at  right  angles  with  the  Mont  Salove. 
From  its  height,  more  than  3300  ft. 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  the  views 
of  the  Lake  of  Geneva,  the  Jura,  and 
the  deep  valley  of  the  Rhone  flowing 
into  France,  form  a  fine  panorama.  The 
course  of  the  road  is  generally  high, 
though  it  undulates  until  it  rises  to 

Crusetllesy  a  little  town  of  1300  In- 
hab.,  the  ruins  of  an  old  castle,  and  a 
dirty  inn. 

The  road  to  Annecy  from  Cruseilles 
crosses  the  stream  of  the  Usses, 
sunk  in  a  deep  defile,  by  the  S^ist' 
pension  bridge  of  La  Cmllej  of  iron- 
wire,  erected  by  the  Sardinian  govern- 
ment to  carry  the  road  directly  across 
and  on  a  level,  and  thus  avoid  the 
lengthened  detours  of  the  old  road, 
which  may  be  still  seen  winding  down 
•the  depths  below.  The  length  is  63G 
fL,  and  height  of  the  road  above  the 
river  is  656  ft.  It  is  called  the  Pont 
Charles  Albert j  and  was  opened  in  Sept. 
1839.  It  is  probably  the  loftiest  sus- 
pension bridge  in  the  world.  A  toll 
of  50  sous  is  paid  for  2  horses,  and 
60  sous  for  a  larger  number. 

It  is  a  pleasing  drive  by  the  vil- 
lages of  Alonzier,  Caval,  Fringy,  and 
Metz,  through  a  hilly  country,  often 
presenting  nne  points  of  view ;  at 
length  it  crosses  the  Mont  des  Bomes, 
and  descends  a  hiQ  side  which  over- 
looks the  plain  and  lake  of  Annecy, 
and  the  fine  moimtain  scenery  which 
surrounds  it.  There  is  a  singular 
beauty  in  the  views  thus  presented, 
and  a  charm  in  the  approach  to  An- 
necy which  is  likely  to  be  lolig  rt'- 
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mdmbered.    At  the  Font  de  Brogny  { 
the  river  Pier,  which  falls  into  the 
Rhone  at  Seissel,  is  crossed,  and  in 
half  an  hour  the  traveller  finds  him- 
self at 

Annecy.  CTnn :  H.  de  Geneve,  clean; 
excellent  Macon  wine.  A  fine  cheese 
is  made  in  the  mountains.)  This  in- 
dastrioos  city  of  900  Inhab.  is  situated 
at  the  N.  extremity  of  the  Lake  of 
Annecy,  which  is  discharged  by  canals 
that  cross  the  streets. . 

Annecy  is  a  picturesque  and  clean 
old  town,  the  shops  in  many  of  its 
streets  are  under  arcades,  and  there  is 
an  air  of  respectable  antiquity  about 
it —though  tnis,  the  ancient  ci»>ital 
of  the  duchy  of  Grenera,  suoceeoed  a 
still  older  one.  In  the  12th  century  it 
was  known  as  Aumeciacum  nowm,  to 
disting^uish  it  from  Anmeciacum  vetits, 
which  formerly  existed  on  the  slopes  of 
the  beautiful  hill  of  Annecy-le-vieux. 
Numerous  medals  of  the  Boman  em- 
perors of  the  two  first  centuries  of 
the  Christian  era  have  been  found 
here,  and  inscriptions,  sepulchres, 
urns,  and  firagments  of  statues,  and  of 
a  temple,  attest  the  presence  of  the 
oonquerine  people. 

When  we  house  of  Geneva  became 
extinct,  Annecy  passed  to  that  of 
Savoy.  In  1412  it  was  totally  burnt 
To  assist  in  restoring  the  inhabitants 
to  liieir  town,  Amedeus  YIIL,  duke 
of  Savoy,  gave  them  many  privileges, 
and  enabled  them  to  establish  flax* 
spinning  works,  which  have  continued 
to  be  its  principal  manu&cture. 

The  bnen  bleaoheries  established 
in  1650,  which  have  always  sustained 
a  high  reputation,  are  still  flourishing. 
Encouraeed  by  Napoleon,  the  late 
Baron  Duport,  of  Turin,  established 
here  the  first  cotton-works ;  these 
stiill  flourish. 

Besides  these,  there  are  manu&c- 
tories  of  black  glass,  of  sulphuric 
acid,  of  printed  cottons,  &c,  and  in 
the  neighbourhood  a  vein  of  lignite 
is  worked,  at  Entreveme, — and  at  the 
villaee  of  Grans  there  are  oil,  com, 
and  mlling  mills  on  the  Fier. 

The  ancient  Ch&teau,  the  residence 
of  the  family  of  Genevois-Nemours,  is 
""ow  a  barrack— the  old  Bishop's  palace 


—the  CaihedrcU,  with  its  BaactaarT. 
In  the  modem  CA.  of  Bt,  Frmnfois  arv 
deposited  the  relics  of  St.  nanouLs 
de  Sales,  and  the  M^re  (Sainte) 
Chantal  The  transUtiga  of  their 
relics  from  the  Cathedral  was  msud^ 
in  1826,  with  great  ceremony. 

"  The  tender  friendship  thai  bug 
subsisted  between  St  Francis  de  Sakr^ 
and  La  M^re  Chantai,  has  given  v> 
their  memory  and  relics,  wiUi  picos 
Catholics,  a  degree  of  interest  simiUr 
to  that  excited  by  the  remains  v: 
Ab^lard  and  Eloise. 

"  St  Francis  de  Sales  was  descendeii 
from  Ihe  noble  family  of  de  Sales  in 
Savoy;  he  was  bom  m  1567.  Havin^ 
devoted  himself  to  the  church,  anil 
evinced  great  zeal  and  eloquenoe  ie 
its  defence,  he  was  ordained  prinn 
and  bishop  of  Geneva  by  Pope.Cl^** 
ment  YTU.,  for  the  popes  assunte-: 
the  rieht  to  confer  these  titles  Iobj: 
after  the  Reformed  religion  had  }»rL 
establiahed  at  Geneva,  Annecy  beii^ 
made  a  bishop's  seat  when  the  Ge£<^ 
vese  esqpellea  the  diapter  from  tbeJ- 
city.  St  Erancis  de  Sales  died  at 
Lyons  in  1622,  and  was  hoiied  at 
Annecy.  His  canonisation  took  j^ac^ 
in  1665:  but  before  that  event  his  >- 
mains  were  so  highly  valnod  hytb« 
inhabitants,  that,  when  the  city  «» 
taken  by  the  French  in  1630,  one  <i 
the  six  articles  of  capituk,ti<Mi  sdp«i* 
lated  that  the  body  of  the  Tenenbir 
fVands  de  Sales  should  nerer  be  rt- 
moved  from  the  city." — Bctketre-^ 
Tour  in  the  Tarentaise, 

Hither  fled  Bousseau  on  escapiiL 
from  Geneva;  and  many  pas^g^ 
of  the  Confessions  relate  to  hu  n- 
sidence  at  Annecy. 

At  the  lower  extremity  of  the  Uk 
there  is  a  heauiiial  Avenue  and  prcnfr- 
nade,  where  fairs  and  public  amuir< 
ments  are  held.  The  views  from  . 
of  the  mountain  and  the  lake  are  fii- 
Here  a  bronze  statue  has  been  erect^^ 
to  Berthollet  the  chemist,  a  native  <:■ 
Talloires  on  the  £.  side  of  the  Lsk 
of  Annecy,  by  his  feUow-cttiaes^. 
There  are  many  pleasant  walks  in  i^ 
pretty  neighbourhood;  the  only  ^^- 
back  being  the  swamps. 

The  level  of  the  lake  of  Answer .« 
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00  fti  above  that  of  the  sea; 

ids  in  fish — the  lotte,  and  a 

uliar  to  this  lake,  the  vainm. 

is  a  favourite  amusement  at 

,  as  there  are  boats  on  the 

d  a  small  steeoner,  the  gift  of 

<^  I.  Napoleon  III.    A  pleasant 

*>n  may  be  made  by  the  lake  to 

i  Duing  (see  below) ;  charge 

or  8  fr.  to  go  and  return.    In 

jding  the  lake,  an  opening  in  the 

f  mountains,  which  bound  its  N.E. 

^  i,  discloses  the  Chdteau  of  MentAon, 

T'^the  delicious  slopes  of  a  recess: 

:  i^  e  St  Bernard,  the  **  Apostle  of  the 

,  ^>s,"  was  born,  and  the  place  of  his 

,^   fnvity,    independent    oi    its    local 

^5r"ty,  cannot  fail   to   interest  the 

"jreUer. 

;, .  £  the  traveller  have  time,  a  short 

'  Viursion  may  be  made  from  Annecy 

to  AmiecT-le-Vieux;   where,  on  the 

iuner  and  S.  angle  of  the  tower,  a 

Roman  inscription  will  be  found. 

The  establishment  at  Crans,  of  the 
hydraulic  machines  for  the  drainage 
of  the  lake,  is  also  deserving  of  a  visit. 
[From  Annecy  there  is  an  excellent 
road  to  BonnevUle  on  the  way  to 
Chamouni.  From  this  road,  or  by 
Menthon  over  the  mountains,  the 
ralley  of  Thones  may  be  visited  ; 
very  unfrequented  by  strangers,  but 
full  of  beautiful  scenery.] 


[JBVom  Annecy  to  Aix  the  Bly. 
^^  hr.)  passes  through  a  rich  and 
plessiue  country,  amidst  cottages  and 
treilisea  vines,  to 

Rooagny  Stat, 

[The  Rly.  leaves  on  one  side 

Alby,  a  village  of  800  Inhab., 
situated  on  the  Cheron,  and  one  of 
the  most  remarkable  objects  between 
Annecy  and  Aix  the  fine  stone 
bridge — a  single  arch  of  great  height 
and  span«  thrown  across  the  Cheron. 
This  village  was « more  important  for- 
merly when  the  Comtes  of  Geneva 
surrounded  it  with  a  wall  and  castles, 
of  which  some  traces  exist,  which 
were  built  on  both  sides  of  the  river 
to  defend  the  passage  of  the  valley .1 

Marcelhz  Stat,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Pier. 


Rwnilly  Stat. 

Athens  Stat,^  a  village  of  1000  Inhab. 
Beyond  Albens  the  road  overlooks  the 
plain  of  Aix,  where  that  town,  the  lake 
of  Bourget,  and  the  basin  of  Chambery , 
bounded  b^  the  Mont  du  Chat,  the 
Mont  d'Azi,  the  Mont  Grenier,  pre- 
sent a  scene  of  singular  beauty. 

Ajmecy  *8tat^ 

A  good  road  carried  along  the  S.W. 
shores  of  the  lake  of  Annecy  leads  to 
Faverges.  About  two-thirds  of  the 
distance  is  the  Chateau  Dumg,  placed 
on  a  neck  of  land  which  runs  out 
into  the  lake.  Here  many  strangers 
come  to  board  and  lodge  during  tho 
summer,  and  enjoy  the  most  delight- 
ful excursions  in  its  delicious  neigh- 
bourhood. 

Opposite  the  Ch&teau  Duing  is 
Talloires,  the  birthplace  of  the  che- 
mist BerthoUet. 

From  the  Chateau  Duing,  the  road 
to  Faverges  continues  up  the  valley 
of  Eau  Morte  about  3  m.;  it  is  so 
nearly  level  that  the  plain  of  the 
valley  is  often  inundatea. 

Faverrjes  (/hn:  Poste,  good)  has  a 
population  of  about  2000.  It  is  beau- 
tifully situated  amidst  wooded  slopes 
and  mountains;  it  is  well  cultivated, 
and  abounds  in  rich  meadows.  It 
was  known  in  the  12  th  century  as 
Fabricarium,  a  name  arising  from  its 
numerous  forges  for  copper  and  iron. 
It  still  possesses  silk-mills,  manu- 
factories of  cutlery,  and  tanneries ; 
and  since  the  completion  of  the  road 
by  U^e  into  the  Tarentaise  it  is 
daily  miproving.  Its  old  castle  is 
finely  situated. 

A  slight  elevation  divides  the  head 
of  the  valley  of  the  Eau  Morte  from 
that  of  the  stream  of  Monthoux, 
which  runs  into  the  Arly  at  Ugine. 
(Ete.  150.)  The  valley  of  Monthoux 
is  richly  wooded  and  picturesque. 
A  good  road  from  Faverges  to  Albert- 
ville  (FHopital)  along  the  plain,  avoids 
the  dirty  town  and  hiU  or  Ugine. 

Albertoille  (see  Rte.  150). 

Those  who  wish  to  travel  by  the 
rly.,  either  to  St.  Jean  de  Mauricnne 
or  to  Chambery,  will  follow  the  dili- 
gence route  from  this  place  to 
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Chamousset  Stat. ;  but  if  they  travel 
by  road  toLanslobourg  and  the  Mont 
denis,  they  will  turn  to  the  1.  near 
the  junction  of  the  Is^re  with  the 
Arc,  and  a  few  miles  further  reach 
AigttebeUe  Stat^  on  the  rly.  firom  Cham- 
bery  to  Turin,  about  20  m.  from  St.  1 
Jean  de  Maurienne,  and  28  from  St.  i 
Michel.  ' 


ROUTE  163. 

LYONS    TO    CHAMb£RY,     BT    LES 
ECHELLEB,  OR  AIGUEBELLETTE. 

The  shortest  route  from  Lyons  to 
Chambery  is  by  rly.  The  line  from 
Lyons  to  Geneva  (Rte.  53)  is  taken 
as  far  as  the  Culoz  junc.  stat.  From 
Culoz  to  Chambery  the  route  is  de- 
scribed Rte.  151.  A  far  more  inte- 
resting course  may  be  taken  by 
either  of  the  following  routes.  Tak- 
ing the  rly.  from  Lyons  to  Gre- 
noble as  far  as  Voiron,  from  which 
place  an  extremely  interesting  expe- 
dition may  be  madEe  to  the  monastery 
of  the  Grande  Chartreuse  (See  Hand- 
book FOR  France),  the  traveller  will 
return  to  the  village  of  St.  Laurent 
du  Font,  a  few  miles  distant  from  the 
torrent  of  the  Guiers  Vif,  which,  be- 
fore the  recent  annexation  of  Savoy, 
formed  the  frontier  of  France.  This 
torrent  is  crossed  at  the  village  of 

Les  EchelUs.  The  valley  beyond  this 
is  a  complete  cul-dO'Sac,  A  wall  of 
limestone,  800  ft.  high,  stretches 
directly  across  it ;  and  from  Les 
£cheUes  the  eye  in  vain  seeks  for  the 
means  of  exit.  Li  former  days  the 
only  road  was  a  path,  of  the  most 
rugged  and  difficult  kind,  partly  con- 
ducted through  a  cavern  by  means  of 
ladders  placed  one  above  the  other. 
This  was  called^  the  Chemin  de  la 
Grotte,  or  Les  Echelles,  from  which 
the  neighbouring  village  derived  its 
name.  The  difficulty  of  the  passage 
was  increased  at  times  by  the  moun- 
tain torrent,  which,  when  swollen,  took 
*s  course  through  the  cavern.     It  was 


utterly  impassable  for  bessts : 
lers  were  sometimes  carried 
it,  seated  upon  an  ann-chBir  tt 
to  the  backs  of  stout  SsTOjird] 
sants,  who  performed  the  seniott 
beasts  of  burden,  as  the  Sooth/ " 
rican  Indians  do  at  the  preseit( 
on  some  of  the  nsAses  of  the  hssf- 

An  improvea  road  was  mn' 
1670,  by  Duke  Charles  Emana. 
of  Savoy,  at  considerable  cost,  H 
moving  vast  masses  of  rock,  »)| 
to  render  it  passable  for 
Napoleon,  however,  struck  out 
line,  and  boldly  pierced  throti«:^l 
mountain,  forming  a  tuoDel  !'>*' 
lon|5,  25  ft.  high,  and  25  ft.  wide,  al:--i 
which  two  diligences  fully  losd^iei^ 
pass  abreast.  A  pompous  inscripo^ 
written  by  the  Abbe  St  Eitl  ^-' 
memorating  the  enterprise  of  ChAT-^ 
Emanuel  in  forming  his  road— viii  •• 
though  steep  and  narrow,  and  Terr  ;> 
convenient,  was  a  grand  underutK 
for  the  period—may  still  beswoi* 
the  face  of  the  rock. 

Our  route  is  now  carried  thr-B.*. 
a  wilderness  of  rocks,  which  p^^) 
expand  into  a  pretty  valley. 

St.  Thibaud  de  Com, 

Not  far  from  this  a  little  wtt^nii 
descends  from  the  clifT  on  the  n-  ^ 
scribed  by  Rousseau,  in  his  o^* 
strain  of  exaggeration,  as  **  U  p 
belle  que  je  vis  de  ma  vie.** 

Another  contracted  ravine  bju^^ 
passed  to  reach  Chambery  (see  bela 


ti 


Another  route  for  pedestrisiu. 
interesting,  may  be  taken  either  fr« 
Voiron  or  direct  from  Lyons  to  /  ' 
Beauvoiam,  formerly  the  frontier  ^-^ 
lage  on  the  hieh  road  from  France' 
Italy  by  the  Mont  Cenis. 

About  14  xn.  from  P<mt  B«nn^ 
the  high  road  to  Les  £chelleeis  M 
and  at  the  village  of  Domessin  a  n^ 
row  road  turns  off  to  the  L,  and  k* 
over  a  low  hill  well  wooded,  3^ 
thence  through  a  remarkablr  n 
plain,  that  extends  to  those  liinest'^ 
precipices  which  are  a  continosP 
of  the  ridge  of  rocks  that  mt^ 
formidable  a  barrier  at  Les  tt^\ 
Avoiding  the  prindpal  road  to  ^ 
Bridoire,  and  crossing  the  plain  a'""^ 


Pie^  ^  Savoy. 
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from  near  Pont  Beauvoisln,  the  path 
abruptly  approaches  these  precipices. 
Close  to  their  base  a  zigzae  path,  very 
steep,  leads  up  the  talus  rormed  dur- 
ing many  ages  by  the  debris ;  in  some 
places  the  path  is  so  narrow  that  the 
wall  of  the  precipice  can  be  touched 
by  one  hand,  whilst  the  other  oyer- 
hangs  the  steep  descent  below :  in 
some  places  two  persons  cannot  pass 
each  other.  A  litue  time  is  gainea  by 
this  short  cut,  and  the  situations  are 
striking,  but  it  is  scarcely  worth  the 
foti^e.  It  leads  to  the  same  hamlet, 
Bridoire,  whi(^  is  highly  picturesque 
in  its  situation,  its  cottages,  and  its 
water-mills.  !Fn>m  this  place  the  road 
ascends,  crosses  a  ridge,  and  enters 
upon  the  basin  of  the  mke  of  Aigue- 
bellette,  a  rich  open  yalley,  finely 
wooded,  and  where  a  view  of  the  lake 
is  obtained ;  —  the  whole  scene  is 
beautiful. 

The  road  undulates  amidst  the 
magnificent  walnut-trees  which  a- 
bound  here,  and  passes  through  the 
▼illage  of  Lepin,  offering  some  very 
fine  yiews.  There  is  a  singular 
character  of  tranquillity  and  retire- 
ment in  the  spot :  the  scenery  re- 
sembles that  of  the  most  beautiful  of 
our  Cumberland  lakes;  but  the  visit 
of  a  traveller  is  so  rare  an  occurrence, 
that  instead  of  a  crowd  of  visitors, 
and  a  season  for  visiting,  a  year  may 
pass  away  without  any  other  stranger 
being  seen  than  a  little  negoctant 
makmg  a  shorter  cut  to  Chambery 
than  by  the  great  road  to  liCs 
^belles. 

A  ridge  divides  the  village  of  Lepin 
from  that  of  Aiguebellette  $  at  the 
extremity  of  the  ridge  on  the  left, 
overhanging  the  lake,  is  a  chateau,  in 
a  most  romantic  and  beautiful  situa- 
tion; the  road  on  the  other  side  of 
the  ridge  descends  to  Aiguebellette, 
and  passes  the  ruins  of  the  castle  of 
its  barons:  it  is  of  high  antiquity;  its 
fbundation  is  unknown,  and  it  is  tiiere- 
fore  attributed  to  the  Eomans:  it  is 
recorded  to  have  been  repaired  in  the 
1 1th  century.  It  was  burnt  and  de- 
molished by  one  of  the  dauphins  of 
Vienne,  in  the  15th  century. 

Aiguebellette  is  a  poor  little  village, 


in  a  most  beautiful  situation;  it  has 
a  miserable  little  inn,  which  cannot 
furnish  even  decent  wine  and  rei^sh- 
ment  in  a  country  so  abundant — ^not 
even  fish  from  the  lake:  these  are 
taken  and  sent  to  distant  markets. 
The  lake  is  celebrated  for  the  excel- 
lence and  abundance  of  its  carp, 
trout,  and  other  fish.  The  lake  is 
about  3  m.  long,  and  2  wide ;  its 
depth  varies,  but  it  is  generally  about 
150  ft  deep.  Arouna  the  lake  are 
fields  and  meadows,  but  most  of  the 
slopes  of  the  surrounding  mountains 
are  wooded.  Oats,  barley,  potatoes, 
Indian  com,  and  flax  are  grown  in 
the  spots  cultivated. 

It  IS  curious  that  a  tradition  exists 
here  that  Hannibal  passed  with  a  part 
of  tiie  Carthaginian  army  by  Aigue- 
bellette. 

On  proceeding  from  Aiguebellette 
the  path  skirts  the  churchyard,  and 
enters  a  line  of  meadows  beneath 
magnificent  walnut  trees.  Soon,  how- 
ever, it  begins  to  ascend  the  mountain 
side,  and  rises  over  the  intervening 
trees,  presenting  views  of  the  lake, 
the  villages  around  it,  and  the  distant 
hills  which  slope  down  and  border  tho 
Rhone,  The  road  now  becomes  very 
steep,  ascending  in  asigzags,  some- 
times sunk  in  the  crues  of  Uie  moun- 
tain, at  others  rounding  the  projec- 
tions, and  increasing,  as  the  observer 
rises  above  the  hike,  the  beauty 
with  the  extent  of  the  view.  At 
lengtii,  after  a  fatiguing  ascent  for  an 
hour,  the  summit  is  attained,  and  a 

florious  view  is  presented  over  the 
asin  of  Chambery,  similar,  but  not 
equal,  to  that  from  the  Mont  du  Chat. 
Instead  of  looking  down  into  the 
lake,  it  is  seen,  at  its  nearest  point, 
about  8  m.  off,  resting  at  the  base  of 
the  steep  Mont  du  Chat;  and  opposite 
to  it  are  the  houses  of  Aix. 

Chambery  seems,  from  the  pass, 
to  be  just  below  the  observer ; 
and,  in  the  road  to  it  from  Les 
Schelles,  which  may  be  seen,  the  cas- 
cade of  Couz  is  distinctiy  observed; 
its  bright  white  line  forming  a  very 
small  speck  amidst  the  extenoed  scale 
of  the  surrounding  objects.  The 
descent   from    the  'summit    of    the 
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col  may  be  made  by  two  routes : 
that  on  the  right  seems  to  have  been 
the  old  Bonian  road,  but  it  h  now 
impracticable  for  horses.  There  are 
traces  of  its  having  been  a  well-con- 
structed road,  in  the  remains  of  high 
and  very  thick  dry  walls,  which  sup- 
ported, towards  the  plain,  its  terraces. 
Albanis  de  Beaumont  says  that,  after 
half  an  hour's  descent  by  this  road, 
there  are  many  stone  comns  found  at 
the  foot  of  the  lateral  rocks,  with 
slabs  which  formerly  covered  them, 
upon  which  some  characters  are  seen, 
though  they  are  too  much  efiBEuied  to 
be  read:  blocks,  too,  of  cut  stone  are 
found,  and  he  conjectures  that  they 
are  the  ruins  of  a  chapel  dedicated  to 
St.  Michel,  which  was  attached  to 
an  hospital  that  existed  here  in  the 
9  th  century,  and,  probably,  onder 
some  other  denomination,  even  in  the 
time  of  the  Romans. 

The  road  at  present  used  from  the 
summit  of  the  Col  d'Aiguebellette  to 
Chambery  ^is  only  practicable  fbr 
pedestrians  or  cattle:  it  might  easily 
be  rendered  fit  for  the  passafi;e  of 
chars;  but,  as  there  is  httle  mter- 
course  across  it,  there  is  no  sufficient 
motive  for  its  improvement 

The  first  village  reached  after  an 
hour's  descent  is  Vimine,  ingeniously 
conjectured  by  Beaumont  to  be  de- 
rived from  Via  Minima,  because  it 
lay  on  the  shortest  route  from  Le- 
mmcum  (Chambery)  to  Vienna  Al- 
lobrogum  (Vienne,  on  the  Rhone). 
In  going  to  or  from  Chambery  by 
this  route,  instead  of  that  by  Les 
Echelies,  the  pedestrian  will  gain 
2  hrs.;  the  whole  distance  frx>m  Font 
Beauvoisin  requiring  about  8  hrs. 

From  the  village  of  Vimine  to  the 
hamlet  of  Cognin  is  a  short  hour's 
walk  over  a  bad  road,  but  through 
beautiful  scenes :  thence,  in  half  an 
hour,  the  traveller  will  reach 

Chambery  (ItaL  Ciamberi)  {Inns: 
H.  de  France,  near  the  rly.stat.,  pretty 

rd  and  reasonable;  le  Petit  Paris; 
de  I'Europe;  Poste,  bad),  once 
capital  of  Savoy,  now  chef  lieu 
dn  D^^t.  and  an  archbishop's  see, 
oontaimng  about  20,000  Ihhab.,  and 
pleasantly  situated  within  a  circle  of 


mountains.  The  streets  are  nth?: 
picturesque,  and  have  an  sir  ^^ 
activity,  although  the  popoladoD  r^ 
mains  stationary,  and  the  towiicc^ 
tains  little  to  interest  the  trai«Ii'' 
A  peculiar  silk  gauxe  is  made  hen. 

The  CathedrcU,  a  Gothic  bisLdins 
(14th  oentur}r,finished  1430),eQ]kiBil; 
painted  in  imitation  of  the  rn^f 
tracery  of  the  15th  centaxytisnstb^' 
large  nor  interesting. 

By  flights  of  sloped  terraces  5:1 
may  ascend  to  the  Castk  of  ^ 
Dukes  of  Savoy,  an  andeot  frags^i 
presenting  a  very  pictoresqce  1:' 
imposing  appearance.  It  was  bun:  1 
1798,  oiUy  3  of  the  towers,  thecbp^ 
and  the  part  next  the  town  eecap; 
The  chapel  (b.  1415)  is  in  the  8tjk> 
the  Salute  ChapeUe  at  Paris,  and  b^ 
some  beautifiu  lancet  wiadovs  a 
painted  glass.  The  interior  is  yusai- 
m  imitation  of  Flamboyant  firuet 
One  side  of  the  castle-yard  is  ooesf^ 
b^  a  singularly  ugly  modem  boil^ 
within  which  are  the  very  asp 
apartments  formerly  oocopied  ^ 
the  Sardinian  Royal  Familr,  bo* 
residence  of  the  Pi^fet  The  aai& 
gardens,  and  terraces  omimii^^ 
views  of  the  Burroonding  moonti^ 

Before  the  French  revolutioa  (H 
were  20  convents  in  Chambery:  tM 
are  still  seven,  four  of  which  an  i^ 
neries. 

Among  the  mostconspicuoosba^' 
ings  at  present  are  the  modern  Pih^ 
de  Justice,  H.  de  Ville  (1»H>  as 
Three  Barracks, 

There  is  a  PiMic  Libraij  cos 
ing  13,000  volumes,  an  incipieDt 
seum,  and  a  few  pictures,  hoik 
th«n  calculated  to  afibrd  the  si 
much  gratification;  there  is  ah* 
Theatre  and  a  Royal  OoiUge, 

St.  Real,  author  of  the  'Coqjii 
centre  Venise,'  was  bom  at  Cb* 
bery,  1639 ;  and  the  Comte  Xsr.ffi 
Maistre,  author  of  the  <  Voyape  * 
tour  de  ma  Chambre,'  is  also  s  nat:*< 
This  town  boasts  among  her  citu^- 
General  de  Boigne,  wh^haviBg  :^ 
an  immense  fbrtone  in  the  J^;*^ 
dies,  in  the  service  of  the  Rajah  ^5 
dia,  bestowed  the  greater  pordoo^ 
to  the  amount  of  8,417»^50fr.,uii^ 
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CHAMBERY  TO  TURIN — MONT  CENTS. 

UL    milei. 
Chamb^ry  (railway).    (Rte  151.) 

MontmAian 16  ss    9 

AJgaebelle 37  a  as 

St.  Jean  da  Mamlenne    ',    .     .    7  0  =s  4S 
Sk  Jean  to  St.  Hichel      .     .     .    is  «    8 


St.  Michel  to  Modan  (raflway)    .  17 

Modane  to  Veroey 11 

Veney  to  Lanaleboarg     ...  12 

Lanaleboarg    to   Onmde  Crolz  .  13 

Orande  Croix  to  Molaret  ...  14 

Molaret  to  Swa 10 


lOi 
7 

7* 
8 
8» 
6 


Sua  to  Turin  (railway) 
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factionstohisnatiye  place.  He  founded  I 
two  hospitals,  and  set  on  foot  many 
improvements.  A  street  had  been 
named  after  hun,  and  a  mofuamnt,  oon- 
sistin^  of  a  fouitain  omamemted  with 
figures  of  elephants,  has  been  erected 
to  his  memory  on  the  Promenade  on 
the  way  to  the  rly.    He  died  1830. 

On  a  rock  rising  on  rt.  bank  of  the 
Leysse,  a  Boman  site,  stands  the  CA. 
of  Lemene,  the  oldest  in  the  district 
In  the  crypt  is  the  body  of  an  Irish 
bishop. 

About  20  minutes'  walk  to  the  south 
of  the  town  is  Zes  CharmetUs^  the  re* 
Midence  of  Boussean  and  of  his  friend 
Madame  de  Warens.  There  is  no* 
thing  in  the  place  at  present  worth 
notice  independently  of  its  connection 
with  J.  Jacques:  the  house  has  the 
appearance  of  a  poor  farm-house,  and 
Koussean's  room  was  the  one  over  the 
entrance. 

Those  who  have  time  on  their 
hands,  and  desire  an  agreeable  two 
hours'  walk,  may  tisit  the  rayine 
called  Le  Bout  du  Monde,  The  road 
to  it  turns  out  of  that  to  Turin  at  the 
end  of  the  Faubourg  de  Montmeillan, 
follows  the  left  Imnk  of  the  Leysse  by 
the  side  of  the  great  dyke,  as  £ftr  as 
the  viUage  of  Leysse,  where  it  crosses 
the  stream,  and,  passing  on  the  right 
the  picturesque  castle  of  Chafihrc&n, 
enters  the  gorge  of  the  Doriat,  which 
is  closed  in  on  all  sides  by  high  diffs, 
forming  the  base  of  the'bent  de  Ni- 
volet,  and  has  no  outlet  Behind  a 
paper-mill,  buUt  by  one  o£  the  Mont- 
^olfiers,  the  stream  fiedls  in  a  pretty 
cascade  over  the  wall  of  rock  here 
formed  of  remarkable  regular  and 
thin  horizontal  strata,  through  some 
of  which  the  water  forcing  its  way 
forms  sing^ular  supplementary  jets  at 
a  distance  from  the  main  fal£ 

[A  pleasant  excursion  of  a  day  or 
two  may  be  made  from  Chambery  to 
the  batns  of  Aiz,  and  the  Lac  du 
Bourget  (Bte.  151.)] 

The  Victor  Emanuel  BaUrcad,  to  Turin 
by  the  Cenis,  is  open  (Bte.  154);  also 
those  to  Geneva,  Lyons,  Macon,  and 
Paris.  I>iligenoe6  to  Grenoble  by 
Montm^an  in  6  hrs. 


.    .    .    54  =  34 

Total  .  314      1321 

The  Rly.  to  St  Michel  takes  from 
2 '  to  3  hrs.  Diligence  about  10  hrs. 
from  St.  Michel  to  Susa.  Susa  Rly. 
to  Turin,  2  hrs.  Total,  about  1 6  hrs., 
including  stoppages.  The  diligences 
are  usually  so  arranged  as  to  cross 
the  pass  during^  the  night :  those, 
therefore,  who  wish  to  see  it  will  take 
a  voiturier  or  post  from  St.  Michel  to 
Susa  in  2  days.  The  travelling  is 
very  good,  but  expensive.  Voiturier 
about  200  fr.,  posting  300  fr.,  all  ren- 
forts  and  toUs  included.  The  best 
voiturier  is  Borgo,  who  has  excellent 
carriages,  and  performs  the  journey 
in  1 0  hrs.  His  office  is  at  the  H.  de 
la  Foste.  The  Itma  on  the  road  are 
dear,  bad,  and  dirty  ;  St  Michel's  are 
the  best. 

The  Mont  Cenis  road  may  be  con- 
sidered as  beginning  at  Cfhambery 
and  ending  at  Susa.  It  was  con- 
structed by  the  Chevalier  Fabbroni, 
under  the  orders  of  Napoleon,  at  a 
cost  of  300,000/.,  and  was  com- 
menced in  1803  and  finished  in  1810. 
It  is  one  of  the  safest  and  most  prac- 
ticable of  the  roads  over  the  Alps 
I  during  the  winter,  but  is  at  the  same 
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time  the  least  interesting.  The  valley 
of  the  Arc,  however,  is  in  some  places 
pretty,  and  in  others  wild  and  grand, 
and  there  is  a  fine  view  from  the  17  th 
Hefuge,  and  beautiful  ones  on  the 
descent  into  Italy. 

Now  that  the  Rly.  from  Paris  to 
St.  Michel  has  been  completed,  this 
road  has  become  by  far  the  easiest 
mode  of  crossing  the  Alps  into  Italy. 

Chamb^y  (Rte.  153). 

The  scenery  in  the  valley  above 
Chambery    is  very  fine.     We  pass, 
on  the  left,  the  castle  of  Batie,  and 
farther  on,  close  to  the  road,  that 
of  Chignin,  links  of  a  line  of  forts 
extending   through  the  country,  on 
whose  towers  watch-fires  were  lighted 
to  alarm  the  inhabit-ants  in  time  of 
war,  in  case  of  foreign  inroads.    For 
these  rude  means  in  the  middle  ages, 
telegraphs  have  been  substituted.   Up 
the  valleys  of  the  Arc  and  Isere,  the 
chain  of  old  castles  continues  almost 
without  an  interruption.    The  moun- 
tain seen  on  the  rt.  is  the  Mont  Gre- 
nier,  5700  ft.  high.    The  side  facing 
Chambery  is  a  perpendicular  escarp- 
ment, produced  by  an  immense  mass 
of  the  mountain  havin?  broken  off  in 
1248  :    it  overwhelmed  the  coimtry 
at  its  base  with  ruin,  and  buried  16 
villages.    The  marks  of  this  catas- 
trophe are  still  visible  in  the  series 
of  niUocks,  now  covered  with  vine- 
yards, called  Les  Abymes  de  Myans. 
The  Mont  Grenier  stands  in  the  angle 
between  the  valley  of  Chambery  and 
that  of  Gresivaudian,  which  leads  to 
Grenoble :    it  is  traversed   by    the 
Is6re.    On  the  L  bank  of  the  nver,  a 
few  miles  down,  stand  the  ruins  of 
the  Chdteau  Bayard^  the  cradle  of  the 
illustrious  knight  **  sans  peur  et  sans  re- 
proche."  (See  Handbook  op  France.) 
Hotde  de  Grenoble  Stat.     Here  the 
Railroad  to  Grenoble  branches  off,  fol- 
lowing* the  valley  of  the  Is^re,  which 
opens  to  the  S. 

Montmdlian  Stat.  (^Inn:  H.  des  Voy- 
ageurs,  not  good.)  This  little  town 
stands  not  far  from  the  rt.  bank  of  the 
Is^re,  at  the  junction  of  four  roads : 
that  of  the  ^C)nt  Cenis,  issuing  out  of 


the  valley  of  the  Maurienne;  that(^>- 
the  Tarentaise  and  Little  St.  Ben)L'<: 
(Bte.  156);  that  from  Grenoble  &krj 
the  beautiful  valley  of  Gresivaudai ; 
and  that  from  Chambery.    Tlie  caitV 
of  Montmelian  was  long  a  buhnr'^ 
of  Savoy  against  France.    Henrr  /V\ 
while  besieging  it  in  1600,  -was  Mirh 
killed  by  a  cannon-shot  froia  it««^K 
which  covered    him  with     dirt  vii 
made  the  king  cross  himself  de%««'M^ ; 
upon  which  Sully  remarked,  ikm,  ^'- 
was  happy  to  see  that  his    Mij»< 
was    so    good    a    Catholic     It  «i^ 
bravely  and  skilfully  defended  f  •! : 
months  against  Louis  "XTTT,  bj  Cut-- 
Geofi&ey  Benso  de  Cavour,  an  ancei^-  * 
of  the  great  modem  statesman  of  :i  i 
name.    The  works    were  finalk  «:>- 
molished  by  Louis  XIV.,  who  took  C 
place  in   1705.     A  few  acantv  fru- 
ments  of  wall,  crowning  the  roc£  abc  • 
the  town,  are  the  only  remains  ofi^ 
former  bulwark  of  Savoy,  and  thr  k*  • 
of  its  Alps. 

A  good  white  wine  is  grown  s-^ 
Montm61ian. 

Public  conveyances  to  the  BtUi»  ••( 
Aleyard,  near  which  are  some  in  er- 
mines. 

The  railroad  for  some  miles  frvxr 
Montmelian     commands,     in     cb-at 
weather,     a     fine    \'iew     of    M^*'' 
Blanc.      The  post^road  follows  ;i- 
rt.  bank  of  the  Is^re ;   the  rly.  i: 
opposite  one,  on  an  embankmem  «' 
several  miles,  having  crossed  the  rv*-'' 
on  a  fine  bridge  beyond  Montm^^x^ 
Near  the  rly.  on  the  L  bank  t5  i 
village  of  Coise,  wiUi  a  minera]  s.^1: . 
containing    iodine,    renowned    a^ 
specific  against  ^ttre.    Beyond  ik  - 
on  the  rt.  bank,  is 

St,  Pierre  d^Albiffny,  a  neat  Lti 
town  with  a  good  inn.  The  Isdre  h«  -^ 
abouts  is  enclosed  by  high  enkb^*.^ 
ments.  The  slopes  around  Montme^. 
and  St.  Pierre  are  celebrated  for  :■- 
wine  they  prodnce.  An  omnibs^  . 
the  St.  Pierre  Stat  on  the  rly« 

A  little  beyond  St.  Pierre  is  a  r- 
feature  in  the  scenery  of  the  vaL-- 
the  Ch&teau  de  MMans,     It  is  b. 
on  a  mass  of  rockjutUxiff  oaft  of  r- 
mountain  side  800  or  900  &  abore  t:  - 
Isdre,  commanding  extensive' 
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and  down  the  Talley,  and  across  into 
the  valley  of  the  Arc;  for  it  is  nearly 
opposite  to  the  confluence  of  the  Arc 
and  the  Is^re.  Ascent  gradual  to  the 
platform,  which  on  the  top  of  the  rock 
IS  extensive  enoueh  for  tne  castle. 

The  chateau  originally  beloneed  to 
one  of  the  most  ancient  famihes  in 
Savoy,  distinguished  as  early  as  the 
ninth  cent;  but  the  male  line  becoming 
extinct  in  1 523,  the  chateau  was  bought 
by  Charles  IIL,  duke  of  Savoy,  and 
converted  into  a  state  prison,  which 
continued  to  be  its  appropriation  until 
the  events  of  the  French  revolution 
united  Savoj  to  France,  when  the 
castle  was  dismantled. 

3  m.  farther  on  the  L  bank  is 

Ckatnoasaet  Stat.  Diligencea  daily 
to  Albertville,  Moutiers,  and  St. 
Maurice.  Here  the  rly.  and  high 
road  leave  the  valley  of  the  Is^re, 
and  enter  that  of  the  Maurimne, 
About  6  m.  up  the  valley  is 

Aiyuebelle  Stat,,  in  a  tolerably  wide 
triangular  plain,  (/nfw :  Poste,  Far- 
faite  Union.)  The  country  here- 
abouts is  unhealthy  from  marshes 
which  produce  malaria.  The  Castle 
above  the  town,  called  La  Charbon- 
nierey  was  the  birthplace  of  several 
counts  of  Savoy. 

St,  Jean  de  Maurienne  Stat. ;  the  town 
about  1^  m.  on  right  (Inns:  Europe, 
Poste,  yoya£;eurs,  all  indiflerent), 
capital  of  the  province  of  Mau- 
rienne (3000  Inhab.),  1800  ft  above 
the  sea,  the  original  seat  of  the  Dukes 
or  Counts  of  Savoy.  The  oathedral  is 
of  the  15th  cent.,  and  contains  some 
good  wood-carving  and  a  stone  reli- 
quary. The  town  contains  nothing 
else  worthy  of  notice.  The  vineyards 
around  grow  a  wine  of  some  repute. 
From  hence  there  is  a  pass  to  Moutiers 
(Rte.  156)  by  the  CW  flte  fa  Platiere 
in  10  hrs.  A  mule  may  be  taken  to 
the  top.  In  the  descent  through  the 
Vol  de  Nant-brun  there  is  a  very  fine 
view  of  Mont  Blanc.  For  the  passes 
into  Dauphine,  see  Rte.  158. 

The  rly.  continues  along  the  Arc, 
here  a  very  rapid  stream,  as  fiir  as 

St.  Michel  Stat,  (/wis;  H.  de  la  'Sa- 
maritaine,  at  the  stat,  clean  beds  ;  H. 


de  Poste,  very  fair;    Buffet  at  the 
station). 

Diligences  Kvt^Xt  the  express  trains 
from  Paris  for  Susa,  a  journey  of 
10  hrs.  Families  will  do  well  to  hire 
a  carriage  here.  Bor^,  at  the  Poste, 
is  a  respectable  vettunno,  and  has  the 
best  carriages. 

The  road  now  crosses  the  river  and 
enters  a  wild  and  beautiftd  gorge. 
About  9  m.  above  St.  Michel,  near 
to  the  town  of  Modane,  is  the  com- 
mencement   of    the     great     Tunnel 
through  the  Alps,  begun  1857  by  the 
government  of   Turin.     This  great 
enterprise  will  carry  a  tunnel  7^  m. 
(12,200  metres  =  13  472  yards)  long, 
without    a    vertical   shaft   for   ven- 
tilation,   to    come    out    near    Bar- 
dondche  on  the  Italian  side.    It  is 
4360  ft.  above  the  sea,  and  3480  ft. 
below  the  summit   of  Mont  Cenis. 
Up  to  July  last '7150  metres  have 
been  cut,  and  5050  remain.    It  is  ex- 
pected tbe  whole  will  be  completed 
early  in    1870.      The    rock    is   cut 
by  machines  worked  by  compressed 
air,  invented  by  MM.  Gratone  and 
SommeUier.      They    are     each    of 
250-horse  power,   and  act   simulta- 
neously on  both  sides  of  the  mountain. 
The  air  is  compressed  by  water-power ; 
and  the  works  above  Modane,  with 
the  tubes  conveying  the  compressed 
air,  are  on  an  immense  scale.     The 
machines  easily  penetrate  the  rock, 
not  by  drilling,  but  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple that  rocks  are  bored  for  blasting 
— that  is  to  say,  by  the  blows  of  a 
chisel  that  turns  shghtly  on  its  axis 
between  every  blow.    After  the  rock 
has    been    bored   with    many  holes 
simultaneously,  the  machine  is  with- 
^wn,  and  tne  holes  charged  with 
powder   and    blasted.     Thence    the 
cavity  is  enlarged,  and  walled  and 
arched  in  the  usual  way.    The  same 
compressed  air  that  works  the' ma- 
chines affords  powerful  ventilation  to 
the    tunnel.     It    also   cools    it    by 
the  heat  necessarily  absorbed  during 
its    escape   from    compression.      It 
is    commonly  spoken  of  as  a   Tun^ 
nel  vnder    the   Mont    Cenia^  but   im- 
properly so,  as  it  lies  about  1 6  m.  from 
that  pass.    Nearly  2650  yards  have 
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been  opened  on  each  side,  nearly  one- 
fifth  of  the  whole  length.  ^Three 
passes  lead  from  M<^ane  across 
the  chain  separating  Savoy  fh>m 
Piedmont  The  shortest  and  most 
direct,  but  rough  track,  fit  only  for 
pedestrians,  is  hy  the  Col  de  Fr^w, 
leading  in  about  5^  hrs.  to  Bar- 
donlche.  This  passes  Very  nearly 
over  the  part  of  the  chain  which  is 
traversed  by  the  tunnel.  Somewhat 
fiirther  W.  is  the  much  easier  pass  of 
the  Col  de  la  Soue,  frequently  traversed 
with  mules  by  the  country  people, 
and  leading  in  6^  hrs.  to  Bardon^che. 
Farther  still  towards  the  W.  is  a 
rather  higher  and  rougher  path,  but 
practicab&  for  mules,  by  the  Col  de  la 
Saume.  For  travellers  g^ing  direct  to 
Bardon^he  this  has  no  advantage, 
but  it  leads  by  a  very  easy  ^ass — tne 
Echelles  de  Ptanpmet — to  Brian^on  in 
Dauphin^  (Rte.  159).  From  the 
summit  of  the  Col  de  la  Saume  a 
mountaineer  will  easily  reach  in  3 
hrs.  the  summit  of  the  Mont  Thabor^ 
10,536  ft  in  height,  commanding  a 
magnificent  panoramic  view  of  the 
western  Alps.  On  the  top  is  a  stone 
pyramid  marking  one  of  the  stations 
used  40  years  ago  in  the  measure- 
ment of  an  arc  of  parallel  by  the 
Sardinian  engineers.  The  descent 
may  be  made  to  Modane,  to  St.  Michel 
by  Valmeinier,  or  to  Bardondche.] 
Between  St.  Michel  and  Modane  is 
laid  the  last  scene  of  Sterne's  '  Senti- 
mental Journey.' 
Modane.  (Inn :  Lion  d'Or.) 
The  road  ascends  high  above  the 
Arc,  and  the  gorge,  in  whose  depths 
it  flows,  serves  as  a  natural  and 
tremendous  fosse  to  Ibrt  VEaseilkn 
or  Bramans,  built  on  the  opposite 
height,  and  commanding  vntn  its 
many-mouthed  batteries,  rising  tier 
above  tier,  the  passage  towards  Italy. 
This  fort  presents  a  magnificent  ap- 
pearance of  impregnability;  but  under 
the  treaty  for  the  annexation  of  Savoy 
to  France,  it  is  to  be  razed.  A  light 
bridee,  spanning  the  black  gorge 
which  separates  the  fort  firom  we 
road,  is  a  striking  object:  it  is  called 
'he  Pont  du  DiaUe. 

Vemey.   Near  this,  Horace  Walpole 


lost  his  lap-dog,  which  was  f^arned 
off  by  a  wolf  pouncing  down  upon  it 
from  the  forest. 

At  Termignon  the  patli  from  the  Col 
de  la  Vanoise  (Rte.  157)  joins  our  roai 
On  leaving  here  the  rcMul  and  riy. 
are  carried  up  a  very  steep  ascaL 

Lanslehourg  {Inn:  Hdtel  fioyi}}.  • 
wretched  village,  fall  of  cabarets,  ai 
the  foot  of  the  ascent  of  Mont  C^k 
4400  ft.  above  the  level  of  the  so. 
From  this  point  numerous  excara£»^ 
among  the  High  Alps  ma^  be  nsdr. 
and,  indifferent  as  the  inn  is,  it  scefs.« 
excellent  after  those  fonnd  among  tbt 
mountains.  Here  in  the  winter  tl^ 
passengers  by  diligence  are  transfemti 
to  others  on  sledges,  and  carriages  &r 
put  on  tralneaux  to  cross  the  snow 
14  men  are  often  required,  and  ]. 
mules,  to  convey  the  diligence  aero?:- 
The  diligences  m>m  Susa  stop  at  Laa>- 
lebourg  for  an  early  breakfast. 

After  passing  a  large  barrack,  ib- 
road  crosses  the  Arc,  and  Bsoett^ 
the  mountain  by  easy  and  w^-coe- 
structed  zigzags.  Extra  horses  arr 
necessary  to  reach  the  snmnut ;  asi  h 
will  take  about  2^  hrs.  for  a  carriKv 
to  mount  from  LaJQslebourg  to  B/daps 
No.  18,  at  the  top  of  the  asoent  u 
is  possible  to  walk  up  in  a  ahocvr 
time,  abridging  the  zig-zags,  and  foSkm- 
ing  a  path  to  which  the  traveller  i> 
guided  by  the  poles  for  the  elecok 
telegraph. 

Between   Lansleboui^    and    Sb» 
there  are  23  houses  of  Kefage  placco 
at  intervals  by  the  roadside,  oocupied 
by  cantoniers.    Each  is  numbered,  bt- 
ginning  from  the  Italian  side  of  tb- 
mountain.     Near  No.  22  avalaneh<?- 
sometimes  fall:   the  dangerons   5pc< 
may  be  passed  in  3  or  4  ninates.   K- 
18  IS  called  La  Bamasse.  Here  sled^t* 
are  kept;  and  in  winter,  when  dt^7 
snow  covers  the  inequalities  on  t': 
sides  of  the  mountain,  traveUers  ies 
descend  in  one  of  them  to    I^ansi- 
bourg  in  10  minutes!    The  sledec  ^ 
guid^  by  a  peasant,  who  places  h:.'> 
self  in  nront ;    and,  from  the  ex^ 
rience  gained  in  coUecting  (rrxaytsy  ■ 
and  transporting  wood  in  Uus  mi^ 
ner,  they  are  so  skilful,  that  there  > 
little  or  no  risk  in  this  extraordinsr 
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mode  of  travelling.  Perpendicular 
descent  600  metres — 1950  ft. 

The  17th  Refuee  is  the  barrier  of 
Savoy:  here  a  toU  is  levied,  to  keep 
the  road  in  repair.  Soon  after  the 
highest  point  of  the  pass  is  reached, 
6825  ft.  above  the  sea-level;  thence 
the  road  descends  to  the  plain  of  Mont 
Cenis,  passing  near  the  margin  of  a 
small  lake,  which  is  generally  frozen 
during  6  months  of  the  year:  it  is 
famedforits  delicious  trout:  the  fishery 
belongs  to  the  monks  of  the  Hospice. 

Itma ;  Posthouse  of  the  Mont  Cenis 
(Monte  Cenisio);  and  the  Old  Post- 
house,  rough,  but  tolerable,  good 
headquarters  for  Alpine  excursions. 
Passing  travellers  may  regale  on  the 
excellent  trout  of  the  lake,  and  some- 
times on  ptarmigan,  for  which  they 
vrill,  however,  pay  handsomely.  [From 
the  posthouse  the  ascent  of  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis  (^te.  155)  conmiences.] 

About  halx  a  mile  beyond  the  Post 
is  the  Hospice,  originaUy  founded  by 
Charlemagne,  who  crossed  the  Mont 
Cenis  with  an  army  in  the  9th  cen- 
tury. The  existing  edifice,  built  by 
Napoleon,  is  now  occupied,  half  by  a 
corps  ofgensdarmes,  the  other  half  by 
monks  of  the  Benedictine  order,  who 
exercise  gratuitous  hospitality  towards 
poor  travellers.  The  nouse  contains 
two  or  three  tolerable  bed-rooms  for 
quests  of  the  higher  class.  Kear  the 
Hospice  is  a  loopholed  wall,  for  the 
defence  of  the  pass. 

The  road  is  tolerably  level  to  La 
Grcmde  Croix,  a  wretched  Inn  at  the 
lower  extremity  of  the  plain,  with  one 
or  two  taverns  occupied  by  carters 
and  muleteers;  here  the  descent  be- 
gins. The  road,  as  origiaally  con- 
structed, wound  along  tne  sides  of 
the  mountain;  but,  owing  to  its  fear- 
fill  exposure  to  avalanches,  this 
portion  has  been  abandoned,  and  a 
new  line  descends  by  vnnding  zig- 
zags to  the  plain  of  St.  Nicolas, 
over  which  it  is  carried  ,on  a 
raised  causeway,  quite  out  of  the 
reach  of  avalanches,  except  be- 
trw-een  the  3rd  and  4th  Refuges, 
-where  they  still  sometimes  £bJ1  in 
spring.  A  gallery  cut  in  the  rock 
where  the  old  road  passed  on  rt.,  is 


now  abandoned :  it  exhibits  a  singular 
scene  of  confusion,  the  roof  having 
partly  fallen  in.  On  issuing  from 
this  plain,  a  magnificent  mountain  on 
the  1.  is  seen — the  Eochemelon :  on  its 
summit  is  the  chapel  of  Notre  Dame 
des  Neiges,  which  is  visited  on  the 
6  th  of  August  every  year  by  a 
great  number  of  pilgnms.  Men, 
women,  and  children  ascend  on  the 
day  before,  about  three-quarters  of 
the  distance,  sleep  out  on  the  moun- 
tain, and  complete  the  ascent  early 
on  the  following  morning,  so  as  to 
hear  morning  mass  upon  the  summit/ 
Saussure  has  ^ven  an  interesting 
account  of  his  ascent  of  this  peak. 
Very  few  travellers  have  visited  it 
since  his  time.  The  road  now  skirts 
a  dreary  ravine,  at '  the  bottom  of 
which  are  seen  the  villages  of  Fer- 
riere  and  Ifovaiese,  deserted  in  the 
summer:  the  old  mule-road  passed 
through  them. 

Molaret,  the  first  Italiaii  hamlet 
A  footpath  descends  from  the  high 
road  a  little  below  the  posthouse, 
much  shortening  the  distance  for 
pedestrians  bound  for  Susa.  From 
some  of  the  turns  in  the  zigzags 
beyond  this  place  fine  views  of  the 
valley  of  the  Dora  towards  Turin  are 
obtained,  but  the  sides  of  the  moun- 
tain are  unusually  barren.  A  gallery 
is  passed,  built  under  a  torrent,  and 
only  used  when  the  main-road  is  dan- 
gerous or  destroyed  by  the  torrent. 
The  descent  is  now  contmuous  by  long 
zigzags  to  Susa. 


Railway  from  St.  Michel  to  Susa,  oveb 
the  Mont  Cenis. 

St.  Mlcb^l  to  KIL     £ng.  m. 

Modane 17  es  10 

Bramans      ....  27  s  10 

TennignoQ  .     .     .     .  36  =a  I7j^ 

Lanaleboiirg      ...  41  b  asj 

Mont  Gents  Hoopfoe     .  68  b  36 

St  Martin    ....  69  ^  42^ 

Susa 79    ==    49 

Trains  in  about  5  hrs.  The  line 
following  parallel  to,  in  general  occu- 
pying a  portion  of  the  width  of  the 
post-road,  so  that  the  description  <^ 
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the  one  applies  to  the  other  as  regards 
scenery,  omx 

This  rly.,  just  opened  for  passenger 
traffic,  is  one  or  the  most  extra- 
ordinary efforts  of  eng^eering  sci- 
ence in  recent  times.  It  has  been 
entirely  executed  by  British  engi- 
neers and  with  English  capital,  and 
affords  a  most  safe  and  convenient 
mode  of  crossing  the  central  chain  of 
the  Alps.  It  nas  been  constructed 
by  Mr.  Fell,  on  an  entirely  new  prin- 
ciple— ^the  Central  Bail  one — ^first  em- 
ployed by  him  and  Mr.  Brassey  on 
the  Cramford  and  High  Fell  line  in 
England.  As  in  the  greater  part  of 
its  extent  the  gradients  are  yery 
rapid — in  some  places  as  great  as 
1  m  13,  and  hence  the  necessity  of 
large  traction-power,  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  rails  on  which  move  the 
perpendicular  wheels — an  additional 
or  central  rail  has  been  introduced, 
on  which  act  horizontal  wheels,  by 
which  the  rolling  power  is  greatly 
augmented;  whilst,  aided  by  the 
higher  level  of  the  rail,  these  hori- 
zontal wheels  afford  the  means  of  ap- 
plying a  well-arranged  pressure,  under 
the  control  of  the  engine,  producing  all 
the  effects  of  a  powerful  Drake<power 
when  necessary.  The  reports  of  very 
celebrated  engineers  deputed  by  the 
diffBrent  Governments  have  reported 
most  favourably  on  the  solidity  and 
safety  of  Mr.  Fell's  system — none 
more  so  than  Capt.  Tyler,  B.E.,  in  his 
report  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  who 
says:  ^  This  scheme  for  crossing  the 
M!ont  Cenis  is,  in  my  opinion,  not 

only  practicable with  greater 

8pee<^  certainty,  and  convenience,  but 
siso  with  greater  safety  than  under 
thepresent  arrangements.*' 

Tne  line  commences  at  St.  Michel, 
where  that  from  Paris  and  Cham- 
b^ry  terminates,  and  extends  to 
Susa,  where  the  Italian  rlys.  com- 
mence. Of  the  entire  distance — 
49  m. — the  gradients  on  36  are  of 
1  in  15 ;  hence  on  this  extent  the 
central  rail  system  is  indispensable. 
Upon  ihe  remaining  distance  the 
oxdinary  mode  of  progression  will 
alone  lie  necessary.  Tne  gauge  is 
narrower  than  on  the  ordinary  nar- 


row-gauge   lines    in     England    aik: 
Fn^oe. 

Susa,  (Inns:  H.  de  France,  the  heA 
improvea  since  it  has  passed  into  a?* 
hands;  La  Posta;  Hotel  de  Sav&e. 
This  town  of  3500  Inhab.,  plantsd  a 
the  point  of  junction  of  the  roads  c^fr 
the  Mont  Gen^vre  rBte.  160)  and;^ 
Mont  Cenis,  is  chiefly  remanabk  « 
account  of  its  antiquity,  having  V^i 
founded  by  a  Roman  colony  in  t^ 
reign  of  Augustus,  under  the  mxr 
of  Segusio.  It  appears,  like  m<i 
Italian  towns,  to  have  decayed,  but  r 
now  seems  reviving.  There  ia  a  Ten 
curious  Romanesque  church  and  cK^ 
ters,  and  a  gateway  adjcdniDg  tb* 
church.  There  is  also  a  Bomao  tri- 
umphal arch,  of  the  Corinthian  ordo-. 
erected  about  8  &a,  in  honour  ty 
Augustus.  It  is  in  a  sadly-negicctcV 
condition,  and  stands  a  little  way  cm- 
side  the  town,  in  what  was  liniDtTh 
the  governor's  garden.  Susa  and  tb^ 
rest  of  the  route  to  Turin  are  desciitrd 
in  the  Handbook  for  North  Italt. 

The  railway  is  now  open  fktMn  Ssni 
with  trains  K>r  Turin  several  war- 
a-day,  performing  the  journey  in  Iea» 
than  2  nrs. 

Turin  Terminus.  (Inns:  Hotel  d» 
I'Europe  and  Hotel  Feder,  the  bK 
both  excellent;  Hdtel  de  la  Lignr.- 
near  the  Rlwy.  Stat,  good.> — Onui 
buses  run  to  the  different  hotei^  •■•' 
the  arrival  of  each  train. 

For  Turin,  see  the  HANDsooii  t  •- 
North  Italy. 


ROUTE  155. 

uont  cenis  to  susa,  bt  1hx  uh 
mont    cenis    and    thb    oofl   :" 

clair£e. 

Those  who  would  make  an  exr^- 
sion  by  the  Little  Mont  Cenia,  a  $:t»- 
gularly  wild  route,  instead  ofdeaceni- 
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mg  by  the  road  or  rail  from  the 
Hospice  to  Susa,  may  accomplish  it  in 
9  hrs.  Turin  may  be  reached  the 
same  day  by  a  late  train  from  Susa. 

None  bat  a  practised  mountaineer 
shonld  attempt  this  very  interesting 
route,  as  the  path  along  the  water- 
course trayersing  the  face  of  the  pre- 
cipices above  the  Yal  de  Clairee  is 
not  adapted  for  those  who  have  weak 
heads.  Take  proyisions.  The  post- 
house  of  the  Mont  Cenis  (Bte.  154) 
is  left  by  a  path  which  descends  di- 
rectly to  the  lake,  then,  skirting  its 
upper  border  and  across  the  meadows, 
it  soon  ascends  rapidly  towards  the 
pasturaees  which  lead  to  the  ch&lets 
of  the  Liittle  Mont  Cenis,  which  are 
distant  from  the  posthouse  2  hrs.  The 
mountain  slopes  around  the  plain  of 
the  Mont  Cenis  offer  some  of  tne  rich- 
est pasturages  in  the  Alps;  those 
which  lead  to  the  Little  Mont  Cenis 
are  of  great  extent. 

A  very  little  way  beyond  the  chft- 
Icts  of  the  Little  Mont  Cenis  the  col 
is  attained,  and  the  valley  which  de- 
scends to  Bramans,  in  the  valley  of 
the  Arc  and  which  lies  at  right  angles 
with  the  path  across  the  col,  is  seen 
through- a  great  part  of  its  leneth. 
On  the  opposite  side  of  this  vaUey 
rises  the  peak  of  the  Grand  VaUon; 
and  a  little  on  the  left,  from  a  deep 
turn  in  the  valley  below,  called  the 
Combe  d'Ambin,  rises  one  of  the  finest 
peaks  in  this  part  of  the  Alps,  the 
Mont  d'Ambin:  on  its  summit  is  one 
of  the  stations  used  in  the  trian- 
gulation  and  measure  of  an  arc  of 
the  meridian  across  the  great  chain. 
The  entire  crest  of  the  Ambin  is 
covered  with  glaciers,  and  every  crue 
is  traced  by  a  white  bed  of  snow 
that  rests  within  it  At  the  lower 
extremity  of  the  valley  of  Bramante 
the  mountains  of  the  Yanoise  close 
the  view. 

To  ascend  this  valley  it  is  necessa^ 
t«  mount  from  the  col  of  the  Little 
Mont  Cenis  directly  up  some  rocks, 
and  continae  for  a  short  time  on  that 
side  of  the  mountain;  the  path  after- 
wards descends  among  vast  rocks 
which  strew  this  sterile-looking  val- 
l<y;    and,    keeping    always    on  the 
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right  of  the  ravine  below,  which 
forms  the  Combe  d* Ambin,  through 
which  a  stream,  like  a  thread  of  silver, 
flows,  the  path  ascends  up  a  rugged 
and  broken  course  until  it  reaches  the 
chalets  of  Savines.  Here  there  is  a 
little  spot  of  meadow  land,  and  some 
scanty  herbage  on  the  slopes  of  the 
valley.  On  the  left,  a  rugged  path 
leads  across  from  the  posthouse  on 
the  Cenis  by  some  little  lakes  in  the 
mountains  of  Bard,  to  this  valley, 
above  the  ch&lets  of  Savines:  it  is 
rather  shorter,  but  more  fatiguing, 
than  that  by  the  Little  Mont  Cenis. 
Wolves  are  not  uncommon  in  the 
forest  of  Bramante,  lower  down  the 
valley;  the  dogs  kept  at  the  ch&lets 
of  Savines  are  of  great  power,  having 
their  necks  arm^  with  spiked  col- 
lars. The  wolves  here  are  proba- 
bly the  successors  of  those  ravenous 
rascals  that  gobbled  up  Walpole's 
poor  little  dog  Toby,  as  his  master 
passed  with  uie  poet  Gray  at  Uie 
foot  of  this  forest  on  his  way  into 
Italy.  . 

Aoove  the  meadows  of  Savines,  the 
path  rises  amidst  rocks  and  stones,  and 
at  length  reaches  a  little  lake  in  an 
elevated  plain,  in  which  all  seems  de- 
solate, solitary,  and  sterile.  The  black 
precipices  of  the  mountain  of  Bard 
on  the  left  hand  and  those  of  the 
Mont  d'Ambin  on  the  ri^ht,  bound 
its  sides:  frt)m  the  Ambm  glaciers 
sweep  down  to  the  lake,  and  small 
cataracts,  from  the  melting  of  the  ice 
on  either  side,  mark  their  courses  by 
light  lines  that  stream  down  the  preci- 
pices, and  make  their  dark  masses  still 
blacker.  Amidst  this  apparent  ste- 
rility thousands  of  gentianellas,  ra- 
nunculus glaciaUs,  violets  of  the  rich- 
est fragrance,  and  a  hundred  other 
Alpine  flowers,  grow  and  bloom  un- 
seen, in  every  swampy  spot,  and  be- 
tween the  stones  with  which  the  plain 
and  col  are  covered. 

This  lake  is  filled  by  the  meltings 
of  the  glaciers  of  the  Mont  d'Ambin. 
It  is  called  the  Lac  Blanc,  or  Lac  de' 
Savines:  it  is  about  1  m.  long.  At 
its  upper  extremity  is  a  low  ridge 
certainly  not  a  huni&ed  feet  above  ^e 
level  of  the  lake.  This  is  a  crest  of  the 
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great  chain,  the  Col  de  Clairie,  also 
called  Col  du  Clapier ;  across  it  two 
paths  lie— that  on  the  rt,  by  a  wild 
and  difficult  course,  leads  over  the 
Col  de  Tomlles  to  Salabertrand,  in  the 
Val  d'Exilles. 

The  route  to  Susa  lie^  on  the  left : 
by  it  the  descent  from  the  Col  de 
dlairee  is  down  a  steep  and  rocky 
hollow,  which  termiDates  at  the  cross- 
ing of  a  bright  stream  near  a  pas- 
turage. This  spot,  where  wine  may 
be  cooled  in  the  stream,  is  a  delicious 
place  of  rest.  At  the  first  moment 
it  is  not  easy  to  see  how  the  descent 
is  to  be  effected.  The  traveller  stands 
upon  a  platform,  seemingly  sur- 
rounded by  precipitous  rocks;  and 
there  will  oe  little  disposition  imme- 
diately to  seek  a  path,  for  from  this 
spot  one  of  the  most  interesting  views 
in  the  Alps  is  presented.  Imme- 
diately below  is  the  deep  basin  and 
narrow  valley  of  the  Clairee,  which 
is  almost  always  filled  with  vapour 
that  seems  to  Soil  as  in  a  caldron; 
when  the  clouds  from  it  rise  high 
enough  to  catch,  the  current  of  air, 
they  disperse. 

&yond  this  valley,  the  mountain 
above  Chaumont,  in  the  Yal  d'Exilles, 
bounds  the  view  ;  but,  turning  to- 
wards the  left,  the  Combe  of  Susa  is 
seen  over  the  intervening  mountains, 
even  to  its  termination  in  the  plains 
of  Piedmont,  stretching  away  to  the 
horizon  far  beyond  the  hill  of  the 
Superga. 

On  the  rt.  are  the  steep  rocks,  which 
must  be  climbed  by  those  who  would 

So  from  the  Col  de  Clairee  to  the  Col 
e  Touilles.  Though  long  and  ex- 
tremely steep,  the  aesoent  will  pre- 
sent no  real  difficulty  to  a  practised 
cragsman ;  but  none  other  should 
attempt  it  without  a  guide.  In  look- 
ing back  when  the  head  of  the  Val  de 
Ciairie  has  been  reached,  it  is  not  easy 
to  trace  the  line  of  descent  over  rocks 
that  in  places  seem  quite  perpen- 
.dicular. 

**  The  pass  of  the  Clairee  is,  on 
the  Italian  side,  the  steepest  that  I 
have  ever  traversed.  This  was  one  of 
the  many  difficult  passes  by  which 
the  Vaudois,  in    1687,  under    their 


pastor  and  captain,  Henri  Anumd, 
returned  to  their  valleys.  Tliev  bad, 
after  entering  Savoy,  wandered  by  a 
course  rather  difficult  to  trace,  ustfi 
they  had  crossed  the  Col  de  Bora- 
homme,  whence  they  desoended  mxo 
the  Tarentaise,  traversed  the  Meat 
Iscran  into  the  valley  of  tlie  Ax ; 
thence  by  the  Mont  Cenis,  the  Ledt- 
Mont  Cenis,  and  the  Col  de  ClaiK-, 
into  the  valley  of  the  Clairee,  Hew 
they  encountered  the  troops  of  ih- 
Grand  Duke  of  Savoy,  who  p^even^^l 
their  entry  into  the  valley  of  fixilln 
by  the  Clairee,  and  they  "were  coib- 
pelled  to  return  and  cross  the  Col  dv 
Touilles,  from  which  the  soot  hen. 
branch  of  the  Clairee,  called  the  Ci- 
auri,  flows.  The  account  of  th«-ir 
sufferins;s,  before  they  cleared  thest 
mountam  passes,  and  so  signally  dtr- 
feated  their  enemies  at  the  bri^gv  *j( 
Salabertrand,  forms  a  part  of  one  i4 
the  most  interesting  narratires  ev^r 
published ;  it  was  written  by  Hesri 
Arnaud  himself,  their  colonel  and 
pastor.* 

"  The  recollection  of  their  peciloos 
adventures,"  says  the  author  of  ^Ex- 
cursions in  the  Alps,*  **whs   vindl> 
recalled  whilst  sitting  on  a  spot  wh'i^ 
they  also  had  visited,  resting  ourselr^ 
from  a  fatiguing  descent  which  tbey 
had  encountered  and  in  sight  of  i)i* 
savase  mountain  of  Les  Toaill^,  b^ 
which  they  were  compelled  to  reireit, 
and  encounter  yet  further   dangtfv 
The  few  miserable  huts  near  us  wt<n 
uninhabited,    and    neither     afforded! 
shelter    nor    food.     Continuing  c<r 
route,  we  kept  close  to  the  torrts:. 
from  which  alarge  stream  was  s«f*> 
rated  for  irrigation.    By  the  side  ' 
the  channel  of  this  stream  we  cuft- 
tinned  some  way  ;  then  the  road  a--^ 
below  it ;    afterwards    we    asceiHk 
rapidly  by  a  steep  path  cut  out  at  t^ 
foot  of  precipices,  which  rose  in  x 
broken  gpranaeur  directly  over  us. 

*'  Along  the  face  of  ^ese  rocks  i> 

*  It  was  txmnaUted  by  the  late  Hvgk  IH*' 
Acland,  from  a  rare  copy,  nnder  ihm  t&ie  •* 
*The  Glorioai  Recovery  by  the  VntUk  •' 
their  Valleys.'  The  beit  wxoutt  ti  ti' 
Yaudob  is  lo  be  found  in  tbe  works  ef  tkr  j^ 
Hev.  D.  Gilly, 
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channel  for  the  watercourse  was  cut ; 
and  though,  at  oar  greatest  elevation 
above  the  valley  of  Clairee,  we  were 
at  least  a  thousand  feet  higher  than 
the  natural  bed  of  the  torrent,  we 
were  still  below  the  head  of  the  arti- 
ficial channel  whence  its  waters  flowed 
rapidly  towards  us.  It  was  difficult 
to  beheve  the  fact  before  our  eyes  ; 
and,  as  we  looked  back  into  the  short, 
deep,  narrow  valley  that  we  had  left, 
and  whilst  we  saw  the  Clairee  foam- 
ing down  its  course,  the  aqueduct 
seemed  to  ascend  steeply  from  the 
valley.  This  water  is  led  round  the 
brow  of  the  mountain  to  irrigate  the 
meadows  above  Jaillon.  !FVom  the 
highest  point  of  our  |^ssage  the  view 
up  the  valley  of  the  I)oire  to  Exilles 
was  yery  fine  ;  and  immediately  after 
passine  this  point,  the  Combe  of  Susa 
opened  to  us  from  between  the  Boche 
Melon  and  the  Col  de  Fenetre,  to  the 
plains  beyond  Turin.  We  soon  fell 
into  the  high  road  from  the  Mont 
C enis ;  and  about  7  o'clock  reached  the 
Hotel  de  la  Poste  at 

Sum  Station  (Rte.  154)." 

It  is  possible  to  follow  the  water- 
course from  the  point  where  it  diverges 
from  the  Clair^,  along  the  face  of  the 
precipice,  and  joining  the  road  of  the 
Mont  Cenis  1  hr.  above  Susa,  thereby 
saving  some  time.  A  steady  head  is 
necessary. 


ROUTE  156. 

CHAUB^RY  TO  LANSLEBOURe,  B7  THE 
TABENTAI8E — OOL  D'ISERAN — COL  DE 
IJL  LEI88E. 

Cbambery  to  Lanslebourg,  122  m. 

Kll.  £ng.  m. 
CbamWry. 

HoDtmellaa  (Rail).  15  »  9 

Ghamoiuaet      „   .  13  =  S 

Albertvllle  ...  23  =  Hi 

MouUetB     .     .     .  28^.^  I7i 

Alme      .  '.     .     .  16  «  10 

Bourg  St  Haarloe .  14  »  si 

Leagues. 

Ste.  Fol 2i 

Tlgnes 3i 

Laval li 

Bonneval 4| 

Lansleboorg 4 

Railway  to  Chamousset  Stat  (Rte. 


154),  from  whence  diligences  run  to 
Moutiers  in  about  6  hrs. 

The  road  crosses  the  Is^re  dose 
to  the  station,  and  then  goes  up  the 
valley  on  the  dyke  which  has  been 
formed  to  retam  the  river.  The 
mountains  on  each  side  slope  upwards 
gradually  and  irregularly,  so  as  to 
afford  views  of  the  higher  villages 
and  pastures,  and  occasionally  of  the 
summits.  The  road  itself  is  very 
straight,  bare,  level,  and  dusty,  until 
it  reaches 

AlberiviUe  (described  in  Rte.  150). 

Here  our  road  takes  a  sharp  turn 
to  the  S.,  following  the  course  of  the 
Is^re,  and  entering  the  lovely  district 
distinguished  as  the  Tarentaise,  The 
road  hes  on  the  rt  bank  of  the  Is^re, 
through  a  succession  of  beautiful 
scenes.  The  lower  ranges  pf  the 
mountains  are  richly  wooded,  the 
valley  narrow,  retired,  and  pastoral 
in  its  character.  The  ruins  of 
Castles  are  often  seen,  on  height 
that  jut  out  on  rocks  in  commanoing 
situations  from  the  rich  backgrounds 
of  [forest  trees;  and  the  roMi  itself 
winds  through  pleasant  shades  over- 
hung by  walnut  or  chestnut  trees. 

Immediately  after  leaving  Albert- 
viUe  the  river  Arly  is  crossed,  and 
then  the  old  town  of  Conflans  (see 
Rte.  150)  is  seen  on  a  rock  to  the  1. 
The  next  village  is  La  Batie  iOhli- 
muanrC),  with  a  ruined  castle,  and  the 
next   of   any   importance  is  Roche' 
Cavins,  which  is  about  half-way  be- 
tween Conflans  and  Moutiers.  About 
10    miles   from    Conflans,  near    the 
hamlet    of   Petit  Coeur    (celebrated 
amongst  geologists  for  the  mixture 
of  fossils  of  the  coal  measures  and 
lias   in    its   rocks),  there   is  a  fine 
cataract,  which  dashes  down  amidst 
immense  rocks, — a   spot  formin?  a 
striking  contrast  to  the  general  fer- 
tility and  repose  of  the  valley.    About 
3  m.  farther  the  valley  opens  into  a 
rich  little  plain,  where  the  pretty  vil- 
lage of  Aiffuebkmche  is  situated.    Here 
the  road  rises  for  some  distance,  in 
order  to  avoid  the  deep  gorge  through 
which    the   Is^re  passes,  and   then 
descends  again  to 

Moutiers  Tamitaise  (^Tnn;  Couroime, 
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improyed,  g^ood  cuisine,  ciyil  landlord 
— ^keeps  carriage,  bat  only  2-horse; 
the  innkeepers  in  the  Tarentaise,  and 
in  many  other  parts  of  Savoy,  are  well- 
disposed  to  prey  upon  strangers)  is  situ- 
ated on  the  confluence  of  the  Is^re  and 
theDoronorBozeL  Inhab.2000.  This 
capital  of  the  Tarentaise  derives  its 
present  name  from  an  old  monastery, 
which  was  built  in  the  5th  cent,  at  a 
little  distance  from  the  ancient  Daren^ 
tasia.  The  history  of  its  church  is 
perfect  from  its  first  archbishopric  in 
420  to  its  last  in  1793,  a  period  of  1373 
years.  The  city  now  contains  an  hos- 
pital for  the  poor,  which  was  founded 
in  the  10th  century,  and  an  Ecole  des 
Mines,  with  a  laboratory  for  practical 
examination  of  the  productions  of  the 
mines  of  Pesey, 

The  ScUt'WOrks,  now  the  disting^sh- 
ing  feature  of  Moutiers,  produce  nearly 
1 500  tons  of  salt  yearly,  extracted  from 
three  springs  rising  at  the  base  of  a 
vast  mass  of  limestone,  in  the  deep 
ravine  of  the  Boron,  about  a  mile 
above  its  junction  with  the  Is^re. 
They  are  warm,  and  the  strongest 
99^  Fahrenheit  During  the  g^eat 
earthquake  of  Lisbon,  the  salines  of 
Moutiers  ceased  to  flow  for  48  hours: 
when  the  reflux  took  place  the  quan- 
tity was  increased,  but  the  saline  im- 
pregnation was  weaker.  The  brine 
has  scarcely  half  the  strength  of  that 
of  sea- water ;  yet  it  is  worked  to  some 
profit  by  the  simplicity  of  the  process, 
and  the  use  of  water  as  the  motive 
power  for  the  pumps.  There  are  3 
great  evaporating-houses  filled  with 
faggots  or  black-thorn.  The  water 
from  the  springs  is  pumped  to  the  top 
of  these,  and  {Slowed  to  pass  througn 
perforated  canals,  slowly  dropping 
through  the  woodstacks  and  spread- 
ing over  the  extensive  surface  of  the 
branches.  By  this  process  the  sul- 
phate of  lime  attaches  itself  to  the 
wood,  and  a  large  part  of  the  watery 
particles  evaporate,  so  that  the  pro- 
portion of  salt  after  each  operation  is 
nearly  doubled.  After  passing  through 
3  sets  of  faggots  the  brine  is  passed 
through  a  house  of  ropes,  down  which 
^he  bnne  trickles. 


When  the  brine  has  sone  t^iiosgl 
the  4  stages,  and  acqmrea  the  streagifc 
of  20  per  cent,  it  is  conducted  ink 
boiling  pans,  and  the  salt  iicrystaJ- 
lised  in  the  usual  maimer. 

By  this  system  of  evaporationbydie 
air,  only  one  sixteenth  of  the  m  i> 
consumed  which  would  be  requiredfor 
evaporating  the  weak  brine  as  it  e®^ 
from  the  springs.  The  fiaggotsiff 
changed  once  in  5  or  6  yean:  th^f 
acquire  a  coating  of  selenite  vluei 
when  broken  ofi;  resembles  the  siei' 
and  branches  of  encrinites.  The^ 
works  belong  to  the  govenunent,  as^ 
produce  about  6000  quintals  of  sli 
annually.  The  whole  is  resib 
shown  for  a  smaJl  fee. 

The  diligence  from  Moutiers  u 
Bourg  starts  at  3-30  a.iiL,  aad  i:  b 
not  easy  to  get  any  other  conrejmY. 

The  road,  leaving  iJie  little  wsa^ 
Moutiers  to  ascend  the  Is^re,  ^ 
through  some  thoroughly  Swiss  ^• 
toral  scenery,  and  then  passes  throi^ 
a  gorge  which  opens  at  the  viUig^'^ 
St.  Marcel  The  scenery  sronnd  i> 
very  fine  and  picturesqae,  but  ti» 
inhabitants  present  the  filthy  i^ 
decrepit  appearance  which  u  ^ 
common  in  tnese  regions.  The  n«i 
which  formerly  passed  on  tbe  W; 
bank  of  the  Is^re,  now  rises  hig^  i" 
the  right  bank,  and  is  carried  om^ 
neck  of  rock  at  a  great  height  ab(n* 
the  torrent.  The  view  looking  4>« 
and  back  upon  St.  Marcel  firom  ^ 
rock  is  very  fine.  This  road  «*' 
made  by  V  ictor  Emanuel,  Doke  «* 
Savoy,  in  1766. 

The  valley  opens  above  this  di£^ 
and  immediatew  beyond  it,  helov  tf 
road,  is  seen  uie  village  of  C-b^- 
still  preserving  the  name  of  the  Ce 
trones,  an  Alpine  people  who  iui^' 
bited  this  valley. 

Aime  (Axuma),  one  of  the  ck> 
towns  of  the  Centrones,  which,  *• 
cording  to  inscriptions  found  th*^ 
was  called  Forum  Clandii  be** 
the  name  of  Axuma  was  given  > 
it.  On  a  hiU  above  it  there  aw'> 
remains  of  Boman  fortifications.  ^ 
round  towers  of  great  antiquity,  ^p^ 
in  the  town  ana  on  the  site  of  J|' 
apcien^  fort,  are  still  standin?,  - 
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Ab  the  valley  is  ascended,  the  pass 
of  the  Little  St  Bernard  (Bte.  149) 
opens  to  the  observer  a  more  obvious 
course  than  that  of  the  road  up  the 
Is^re,  which  turns  again  from  St 
Maurice  to  the  E.  and  S.S.E.,  and 
continues  in  this  direction  to  its  source. 

Bourg  St,  Maurice  (Berigentrum). 
Inn:  H.  des  Yoyageurs,  tolerable. 
(Bte.  149.) 

Thus  ffi  up  the  Val  Is^re  there  is 
a  diligence  road,  but  beyond  St  Mau- 
rice it  is  necessary,  in  order  to  explore 
the  valley  upwards,  to  go  on  hor8el>ack 
or  on  foot,  until  the  road  uow  in  pro* 

fress  is  complete.  It  requires  one 
ay  to  go  from  Bourg  St  Maurice  to 
La  Val,  and  another  across  the  Col 
d'Iseran  to  Lanslebourg  and  the  Mont 
Cenis.  The  Inns  above  this  are  bad 
and  extortionate. 

From  Bourg  St  Maurice  to  Ste. 
Foi  (see  Bte.  148),  3  hrs.    The  ap- 

E roach  to  Ste.  Foi  from  the  meadows 
elow  it  offers  one  of  the  most  beau- 
tiful scenes  in  the  valleys  of  the  Alps. 
Having  climbed  the  tortuous  and  dim- 
cult  chaussee  which  leads  to  the  village, 
the  route  continues  for  a  long  way  by 
a  wild  and  lofty  path  on  the  moun- 
tain side,  hi^h  above  the  torrent, 
through  the  village  of 

La  Tuille  de  Ste.  Fot^  where  a  good 
guide  and  sportsman,  Fran9oi8  Ruet, 
resides.  He  can  accommodate  two 
or  three  travellers,  and  can  furnish 
trout  from  the  Lao  de  Tisnes.  The 
Inns  at  La  Tuille  are  bad,  but  Buet  is 
honest  and  trustworthy.  Bears  and 
chamois  occur  here. 

[From  La  Tuille  de  Sainte  Foi,  or 
Tignes,  an  interesting  excursion  may 
be  made  to  a  peak  called  La  Croix  de 
FeuHkUCy  one  of  the  minor  peaks  of 
the  Ormelvoie^  the  highest  point  in  the 
range  between  the  Col  du  Mont  and 
the  Col  du  Clou.  It  commands  a  mag- 
nificent view  of  the  chain  of  Mont 
Blanc,  and  of  a  great  portion  of  the 
Savoy  Alps.  It  is  possible  on  the 
same  day  to  ascend  to  the  summit  of 
the  Col  du  Clou,  a  pass  communicating 
with  the  Val  Grib..iche  and  Ivrqgne 
in  the  Val  d'Aosta  v,-^te.  148).  The 
scenery  towards  the  summit  of  the 
Col  is  wild  and  striking,  but  there  is 
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masonry  having  been  strong  enough 
to  hold  together  through  so  many 
ages.  On  the  lower  side  of  the  town 
is  a  very  curious  cryn^  of  g^at  anti- 
quity, containing  a  Boman  tomb  or 
altar.  Above  it  is  the  comparatively 
modem  ruined  chapel  of  an  ex-con- 
vent, in  the  walls  of  which  are  stones 
bearing  Roman  inscriptions,  one  in 
honour  of  Trajan.  From  the  crypt 
it  is  said  that  the  commencement  of 
a  subterraneous  passage  was  traced 
for  some  distance.  The  village  was 
overwhelmed  by  a  landslip  in  the  13th 
cent,  and  it  is  not  improbable  that 
the  present  crypt  was  previously  on 
the  level  of  the  ground.  Below  the 
old  convent  are  the  remains  of  a 
castle,  which,  though  poor  and  bar- 
barous enough,  was  the  residence  of 
a  powerful  family.  It  is  related  that 
a  member  of  this  family,  being  de- 
feated in  a  lawsuit,  requested  time 
to  produce  further  evidence  In  his 
favour.  Soon  afterwards  he  caught 
one  of  the  judges,  and  sent  his  head 
to  the  other  judges,  as  the  further 
evidence.  [About  an  hour's  walk 
from  Aime,  on  the  mountains  to  the 
S.,  are  the  lead-mines  of  MaootA 

The  valley  above  Aime,  though 
iine,  is  not  so  picturesc^ue  as  below ; 
and  the  road,  tnongh  still  a  dUigence- 
road,  is  not  so  good* 

The  vine  grows  as  far  as  the  vil- 
lage of  Bellentre,  which  is  nearly  op- 
posite to  the  village  and  valley  of 
Landri,  that  lead  to  Uie  mines  oiPesey, 
which,  with  those  of  Macot,  are  the 
most  celebrated  in  Savoy.  They  are 
situated  near  the  foot  of  the  glacier 
of  the  Mont  Pourrij  and  more  than 
."WiOO  ft  above  the  level  of  the  sea: 
the  ore  is  a  fine-grained  sulphuret  of 
lead;  it  contains  about  60  ounces  of 
silver  per  ton.  These  mines  in  1785 
yieldea  annually  about  4000  marks  of 
silver,  and  40,000  quintals  of  lead: 
they  are  now  less  productive.  The 
height  of  the  mines  is  a  serious  ob- 
stacle to  their  being  worked  to  great 
advantage. 

Up  the  valley  of  Pesey  a  fine  view 
is  obtained  of  the  elaciers  and  snows 
of  the  Mont  Foum,  sometimes  called 
Chaffe-Quarre. 
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no  extensive  view.  The  descent  into 
the  Val  Grisanche  from  the  highest 
point  (which  must  be  near  9000  fL 
above  the  sea)  lies  over  steep  slopes 
of  snow  and  debris.  This  would  be 
the  most  direct  course  from  Lansle- 
bourg  to  Aosta  (see  Rte.  148).  The 
path  taken  in  returning  from  the 
Col  to  La  Tuille  is  very  interesting, 
lying  through  varied  and  striking 
scenery.] 

The  deep  ravine  is  too  narrow  to 
allow  the  path  to  run  near  to  the 
torrent.  On  the  opposite  side  the 
glaciers  that  stretch  irom  the  Chaife- 
Quarre  along  the  crest  of  the  moun- 
tains, offer  a  sceneof  grandeur  scarcely 
to  be  surpassed  in  the  Western  Alps. 
The  finest  view  is,  perhaps,  opposite 
the  village  of  La  Oure,  which  seems 
to  be  overhung  by  the  glacier  above 
it.  More  than  once  this  village  has 
been  destroyed  by  the  fall  of  ice 
and  rocks ;  out  the  danger  is  defied 
for  the  sake  of  the  little  land  which 
its  terrace  above  the  Is^re  affords. 
From  the  melting  glaciers  above,  the 
white  lines  of  many  falls  seem  to 
stream  down  upon  the  village. 

Soon  after  passing  La  Gure  the 
road  ascends  to  a  rio^,  which  being 
crossed,  the  path  leads  steeply  down 
to  the  Is^re  in  the  depth  of  the  ravine. 
Here  overhanging  rocks  darken  the 
pass,  and  a  frague  bridge,  in  a  wild 
situation  over  a  lateral  stream,  en- 
ables the  traveller  to  ascend  the  valley. 
A  little  beyond  this  bridge  the  defile 
opens  into  the  plain  and  village  of 

Brevieres.  Here  the  Is^re  is  crossed, 
and  the  path  ascends  on  the  other 
side  through  a  rugged  pine  forest, 
where  the  path  is  carried  very  high 
to  avoid  a  ravine.  In  passing  over 
this  ridge,  there  is  one  spot  where  a 
cleft  in  tne  mountain  side  can  be  passed 
only  upon  the  trees,  rocks,  and  stones, 
which  the  peasants  have  jammed  into 
it,  to  form  a  path,  which  theroe  de- 
scending almost  to  the  river  side,  con- 
tinues a  short  way  only,  before  an- 
other expansion  of  the  valley  forms  a 
little  well-cultivs"  cd  plain,  in  which 
lies  the  chief  viiiage  of  the  valley, — 

%n<?5(:4hrs.fromSte,  Foi).  There 
is  a  small  and  dirty  Inn,  kept  by 


Florentin  B^viai.  The  charges  far 
very  poor  accommodation  and  bad 
food  are  equal  to  those  of  a  regolar 
hotel.  The  approach  to  it,  issaiii^ 
from  the  defile  oelow,  is  very  stribaK;. 
The  inhabitants  are  robust  and  Inde- 
pendent, and  are  great  breeders  of 
mules  and  cattle.  This  mounta^  Til- 
lage is  beautifully  situated,  ab«: 
5500  ft.  above  the  sea^  at  the  lixc  ai 
the  Aigitille  de  la  Sassiere^  the  hi^b«st 
point  in  the  main  chain  of  the  A^ 
between  Mont  Blanc  and  Monte  Via.i. 
The  summit  was  reached  by  Mr.  W. 
Mathews  in  1860,  and  is  said  to  co?.- 
mand  a  magnificent  view  of  tb 
western  portion  of  the  Alpine  chsx 
From  Tignes  there  is  a  pass  calH 
the  Col  de  Rhemes^  or  Coil  dc  Gvlr-. 
leading  by  the  Val  de  Bhemes  to  ti 
Val  d^ilosta.  There  are  two  pas.^ 
leading  to  Lanslebourg  and  the  3(2.&- 
rienne;  the  most  frequented  is  tfa&* 
by  the  Col  dTseran.  Another  sorr 
interesting,  and  rather  shorter,  Ir 
higher  and  more  laborious,  is  c^lk^ 
the  Col  de  la  Leisse, 

[A  rough  bridle-road  monoCi  fivtn 
near  the  "^U^^  of  Tis^es  to  the  Lsc 
de  Tignes.    Thence,  Keeping  lo  tht 
rt.  of  the  lake,  a  feintly-marked  path, 
after  skirting  its  shores  for  some  dis- 
tance, ascends  towards  the  S.W^  i:^ 
without  much  difficulty  leads  to  tt* 
wild  nearly  level  tract  of  snow-fid±< 
and  debris  which  form  the  col  (abs 
9200  ft.).   Chamois  are  here  freuctr. 
The  descent  lies  through  a  wild  ar " 
dreary  glen  fiUed  on  either  side  b< 
masses  of  d^ris,  over  which  lo  th- 
N.  hangs  a  magnificent  peak,  ca!l- ' 
La  Grmde  Motte,    There  is  no  p&t^'. 
but  it  will  be  better  to  keep  firs: 
the  rt  side  of  the  valley,  then  to  c  -  - 
the  stream  over  some  of  the  sr.'.^ 
bridges  which  subsist  through  the  ^: : 
mer,  returning  again  to  the  north'  * 
side  (though  out  of  the  direct  conr>r 
if  the  traveller  seek  some  rest  ar 
refreshment   at   Entre-deiix-Ei.' 
6  hrs.  from  Tignes.  Thence  the  n-  ■ 
to  Lanslebourg  lies  over  the  Plaa  ' 
Loup,  as  described  Rte.  157.    A  s:-'  -* 
is  required  for  this  route  J 

In  taking  the  route  up  the  nl*' 
of  the  Iscre,  here  called  fai  de  Ty^-  • 


PiecP'  ^  Savoy, 


ROUTE  156. — OOL  D'iSERAN- 


453 


from  Tignes  to  the  Col  diseran,  a 
steep  rugged  path  leads  up  the  moun- 
tain side,  to  pass  another  of  those  ra- 
vines, which  in  this  valley  so  singu- 
lariy  alternate  with  the  little  plains. 

lliis,  the  last,  separates  the  plain 
of  Tignes  from  that  of  Laral.  The 
forest  trees,  from  their  greater  eleva- 
tion, are  more  stunted,  the  rocks  more 
denuded,  and  the  whole  passage  be- 
tween the  two  villages  is  unmatched 
in  savage  wildness.  In  the  midst,  a 
frag^e  bridge  crosses  the  torrent, 
and  soon  after  the  traveller  finds  him- 
self in  the  plain  of  I^aval;  where 
barley  is  raised,  and  where  irrigation 
is  so  well  managed,  that  there  is  an 
appearance  of  luxuriant  vegetation. 

Laval  is  If  hr.  above  Tignes,  and 
is  the  highest  church  village  in  the 
Yal  Isdre:  it  is  surrounded  by  lofty 
mountains,  which  are  crested  witn 
snow  and  glaciers.  At  the  head  of 
the  valley,  the  Col  de  Galese  can 
easily  be  seen.    (Rte.  147.) 

A  miserable  hovel  called  an  inn  is  the 
only  place  of  reception  at  Laval,  From 
Tignes  to  Lanslebourg  is  a  day's 
journey  of  9^  hrs.  I£^  however,  the 
traveller  intend  to  cross  the  Galese  to 
the  Val  d*Orca  in  Piedmont,  he  can- 
not sleep  too  near  the  glaciers,  in 
order  to  pass  them  at  an  early  hour. 
Laval  should  in  this  case  be  his  rest- 
ing place.  It  is  centrally  placed  in 
a  noble  country,  and  only  wants  a 
better  inn.  Besides  the  Col  d*Iseran, 
there  are  3  passes  leading  from  LavaL 
1.  A  path  to  the  W.,ioimng  that  from 
Tignes  to  the  Col  ae  la  !^isse,  near 
the  summit  of  the  pass.  2.  By  the 
Col  de  Bhdmes  to  Aosta,  shorter  but 
higher  than  the  Galese,  and  reputed 
more  hazardous.  This  may  be  taken 
as  conveniently  from  Tignes,  with  a 
variation  in  the  ascent  3.  To  Ceresol 
by  the  Col  de  Galese  (Bte.  147). 
The  two  last  are  difficult 

To  cross  the  Col  cTTseran  (from  La- 
val to  Bonneval  is  a  walk  of  4f  hrs.) 
the  path  ascends  gradually  from  the 
vfklley,  by  a  stunted  pine  forest  There 
is  a  hamlet  called  Fomo,  or  Fomel, 
further  iip  the  valley  on  the  route  to  the 
Galese,  but  this  is  avoided,  and  by  the 
time  the  traveller  arrives  opposite  to  it 


he  has  attained  a  great  elevation.  The 
path  to  the  Col  mounts  in  zigzags  on 
the  L  bank  of  the  Is^re,  and  may 
require  a  guide  for  some  distance, 
as  the  course  is  confused  by  sheep- 
tracks  leading  to  different  pasturages, 
and  the  true  path  is  only  known  by 
bearings:  the  ascent  is  easy.  Borne 
crosses  mark  the  loss  of  life  in  these 
solitudes;  in  one  instance  by  murder, 
in  another  a  poor  soldier  was  found 
dead  from  cola  and  exhaustion.  To- 
wards the  summit  the  track  is  well 
marked  by  a  line  of  stone  pyramids, 
each  of  which  has  a  niche  that  would 
afford  some  shelter  in  bad  weather.' 
The  sod  produces  myriads  of  flowers, 
and  of  great  variety.  On  looking  back 
upon  the  ridge  of  the  great  cham  the 
view  is  grand,  but  not  so  fine  as  from 
the  Col  de  Galese,  and  during  the 
descent  on  the  other  side.  Here  the 
traveller  looks  over  a  thousand  peaks, 
whose  black  and  scathed  precipices 
appear  to  spring  out  of  t|ie  sea  of 
glaciers  which  extends  from  the  Le- 
vanna  (Bte.  147)  to  the  Boche  Melon 
(Bte.  154). 

From  the  col^  the  course  lies  down 
the  denuded  ^opes  to  an  elevated 
pasturage,  which  narrows  to  a  valley 
terminating  in  a  defile  above  deep 
precipices,  where  a  cataract  falhr 
across  the  path.  From  this  ravine 
the  descent  is  very  rou^h  and  fa- 
tiguing down  to  the  plain  below, 
where  the  pasturages  and  chalets  of 
St  Barthe&ni,  belonging  to  the  in- 
habitants of  Bonneval,  o£r  abundant 
summer  resources  to  the  herds  and 
floclu  of  the  proprietors. 

From  these  pasturages  the  descent 
is  still  steep  and  wearying.  The 
valley  of  the  Arc  is  seen  below,  and  on 
the  left,  looking  upto  the  head  of  the 
valley,  the  glaciers  of  the  Levanna 
seem  to  fill  it 

The  first  village  reached  in  the  val- 
ley of  the  Arc  is 

Bonneval :  Inn  (kept  by  Culets,  an 
intelligent  chasseur)  is  very  mode- 
rate and  homely,  as  are  all  those  in 
the  valley  above  Ifanslebourg,  distant 
4  hrs.  down  the  vf^lley  from  BonnevaL 

[Three  difficult  glacier  ps^3ps  lead 
from  Bonneval    into  Italy,      1.  By 
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the  Col  de  Carro  to  Ceresol,  see  Rte. 
147.  2.  By  the  Ci>/  cb  (}vrard^  passing 
immediately  S.  of  the  summit  of  the 
Levanna  (which  was  reached  by  Mr. 
Cowell  in  1860),  leads  in  6  hrs.  to 
Groscavalh,  and  in  4^  hrs.  farther  to 
Lanzo  in  Piedmont.  3.  A  lon^r 
route  lying  for  3  hrs.  over  glacier,  by 
the  Cot  de  la  Sea,  in  9  hrs.  to  Gros- 
cavaHo.l 

Nearly  2  hrs.  below  Bonneval  is  the 
Tillage  of  Bessans  (^Irm  bad  and  ex- 
tortionate), just  before  reaching  which 
a  path  turns  off  to  the  1.  up  the  valley 
of  Averole.  pBy  the  Val  cTAverok 
^several  difficult  passes  lead  into  the 
Piedmontese  valleys  of  Ala  and  Viii, 
1.  The  Col  de  Colarm,  leading  to  Ala 
in  6^  hrs ;  from  thence  to  Lanzo  3 
hrs.  2.  The  Col  d'Amaz,  a  very 
ancient  passage,  with  remains  of  a 
paved  track,  now  partly  covered  with 
snow  and  ice,  and  some  Roman  in- 
scriptions, leads  in  9  hrs.  from  Bes- 
sans to  Viil,  and  from  thence,  by 
char-road,  in  2  hrs.  to  Lanzo.  3.  A 
longer  but  easier  route  by  the  Col 
du  Lautaret,  sometimes  traversed  by 
mules,  leads  to  Vih  in  12  hrs.] 

At  Bessans  the  Arc  is  again  crossed, 
and  a  high  ridge  is  passed  which 
divides  that  commune  from 

Lans  le  VUlard,  a  village  about  a 
lei^ue  above  Lanslebourg.  Its  in- 
habitants salt  their  donkeys  for  food 
— a  practice  common  in  the  Taren- 
taise.  From  Lans  le  Villard  a  path 
leads  into  the  sreat  route  of  the 
Mont  Cenis.  If  the  traveller  have 
started  early,  he  may  reach  the  post- 
house  on  the  mountain  on  the  day  of 
his  departure  from  LavaL 

Lanslebourg  (Rte.  154.) 


ROUTE  157. 

MOUTIEBS    TAREKTAISE    TO    LAN8LE- 
BOUBO,   BY  THE  COL   DE    LA   YANQISE. 

A  char  may  be  taken  as  far  as  Pla- 
nay  for  this  journey,  but  beyond,  it  is 
necessary  to  take  a  horse,  or  proceed 
on  foot  This  pass  may  De  per- 
formed in  one  long  day,  10*  hrs.  steady 
■talking  without  halts. 


The  road  passes  by  the  Salim  ts 
Moutiers  (Rte.  156},  and  sseeDdingos. 
the  rt.  bank  of  the  Doron,  reicbei 
in  a  quarter  of  an  hour  tlie  Bock  of 
Salins,  situated  opposite  to  the  ton- 
fluence  of  the  valley  of  Bou\^^'^ 
Boron,  with  that  otBellemlle.  Aasd 
ing  the  latter,  there  aretwomoaain 
passes  :  one  leads  to  St.  Jean  Hj^- 
rienne,  the  otiier  to  St  Michel,  vx^ 
in  the  valley  of  the  Arc,  eithei  c 
easy  day's  journey. 

The  Chdteau  de  Salms  vu  s.- 
ciently  the  residence  of  thearchbisi^^ 
of  the  Tarentaise.  Its  mins  are  s> 
tuated  immediatelv  above  the  n. 
springs,  in  the  valley  bebw.  Tt» 
are  guarded  with  great  care,  to  ^ 
vent  the  people  of  the  country  8te«lii£ 
any  of  the  water,  and  maloiig  th«: 
own  salt! 

Salins  is  oonjectared  to  have  l^i 
the  site  of  the  ancient  Darentss* 
The  town  was  destroyed  about  the  f* 
of  the  14th  century,  by  a  fell  fr« 
the  mountains  on  theW.  ThisM 
of  rocks  and  stones  so  filled  th*^- 
ley  that  the  lower  town  wai  h^m 
beneath  the  mass.  All  that  lenoifi^ 
were  the  parts  most  eleyated  Snte- 
quent  falls  destroyed  what  rattB^ 
except  the  castle,  and  this  has  bee 
demolished.  A  few  miseraWe  hoi»^ 
rebuilt  around  the  Salines,  9>f^  • 
similar  fate  from  the  threateoiiig  ^F 
pearance  of  the  rocks  above. 

The  castle,  however,  remained  te 
after  the  destruction  of  the  io«  - 
the  14th  century.  •  Books  still  eC' 
which  were  printed  by  Maurice  it'- 
million  at  the  ch&teau  veiy  soon  ttf: 
the  discovery  of  printing.  It  i*  *"■■ 
posed  that  the  first  press  in  Ss^ , 
was  established  there,  and  that  M^ 
milUon  was  the  Caxton  of  the  > 
rentaise. 

Salins  lies  S.  of  Moutiers.  Fr? 
the  confluence,  the  road  into  the  t>^ 
ley  of  Bozel  takes  an  easterlv  dir^ 
tion  through  a  district  richm^* 
and  highly  cultivated,  where  tl*' 
are  many  beautifol  points  of  vie*. 

Brida  or  La  Perriere,  l\  hr.  frj 
Moutiers.  (/njw.-  Etablissement*' 
Bains,  best,  and  good;  2  tables^^'^ 
daily,  and  a  rea&ig-room:  th^^"^ 
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others.)  This  village  and  watering-  ' 
place  is  resorted  to  in  summer  by 
invalids  on  account  of  its  mineral 
springs.  It  affords  by  far  the  best 
head-quarters  for  a  trayeller  wishing 
to  explore  this  part  of  Savoy.  The 
waters  are  so  much  impregnated  with 
sulphuretted  hydrogen  as  to  be  per- 
fectly detestable  to  the  taste.  The 
teinperature  of  the  water  is,  according 
to  Dr.  Socquet,  99^°. 

The  views  are  extremely  fine,  and 
the  neighbourhood  abounds  in  beau- 
tiful walks;  one  of  the  pleasantest  is 
by  a  footpath  through  the  wood,  at  a 
considerable  height  above  the  S.  bank 
of  the  stream,  towards  Moutiers. 

From  Brida  carriae;e-roads  lead 
by  either  bank  of  tne  Doron  to 
Boze^t  l\  hr's.  walk.  Between  the 
two  villEiges  the  country  is  rich 
in  cultivation :  vines  and  fruit- 
trees  in  the  valley,  corn-fields  and 
pastun^^es  on  the  belts  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  above,  pine-forests,  sur- 
mounted by  snows  and  elaciers,  the 
valley  being  closed  at  the  head  by  the 
mountains  of  Fesey,  and,  one  of  the 
most  beautiful  in  form  in  the  Alps, 
the  Mont  Pourri. 

A  short  distance  beyond  Bozel  the 
valley  forks.  The  main  branch  of 
the  tkyron  issues  from  the  valley  of 
Pralosnan,  while  the  other  less  pon- 
sideraole  stream  descends  from  the 
Val  de  Premou  nearly  due  E.  of  Bozel. 
Half  an  hour  above  the  point  where 
the  road  turns  S.  to  Pralognan  is 
Champagnyf  at  the  opening  of  the  Yal 
de  Premou.  It  takes  about  5^  hrs. 
steady  walking  to  reach  a  sort  of 
plateau  at  the  liead  of  the  valley,  on 
which  are  several  small  lakes,  of 
which  that  nearest  the  summit  is 
called  Lac  de  Cracalery.  From  this 
point,  by  turning  first  N.,  and  then 
descending  to  the  N.W.,  the  traveller 
may  reach  the  mines  of  Pesey  (Rte. 
156).  The  direct  course  to  the  rt. 
of  the  lake,  a  little  N.  of  £.,  leads 
by  the  Col  de  Palet  to  Tignes.  The 
lateral  valleys  of  the  Doron  abound 
with  beautiral  scenery,  and  most  of 
them  lead  to  points  of  view  in  the 
mountains  where  some  of  the  finest 
Alpine  scenes  are  presented,  particu- 


larly in  the  vaUey  of  AUues,  and  at 
the  chftlets  of  Cbi&telet,  near  the  Col 
de  Forclaz,  whence  Mont  Blanc  can 
be  seen,  and  a  vast  extent  of  the  peaks 
of  the  great  chain. 

The  road  to  Pralognan  passes  the 
village  of  VUlard  Goitreux^  built  at  the 
junction  of  the  two  branches  of  the 
Doron.  A  char  may  be  taken  as 
far  as  FUxnay ;  but  no  time  will  be 
saved,  as  the  ascent  by  the  road  is 
steep,  and  the  old  track  keeping 
nearer  to  the  stream  is  more  in- 
teresting. On  the  rt  there  is  a 
cataract,  formed  by  the  fall  of  the 
Doron  into  the  eorge  at  Bellentre, 
and  the  valley  widens  to  the  beautiful 
meadows  and  calm  retirement  of  the 
valley  of  Pralognan. 

Pralognan  has  two  small  Itms :  that 
of  Mane  Joseph  Favre  is  probably 
the  best,  kept  by  civil  people,  and  not 
very  bad.  As  elsewhere  in  the  ad- 
joining  valleys,  there  is  much  con- 
fusion as  to  the  names  of  the  moun- 
tains hereabouts.  The  name  Aiguille 
de  la  y  anoise  appears  in  many  works, 
but  does  not  appear  to  be  known  in 
the  country.  I'he  pass  leading  to 
Lanslebourg  is  called  Col  de  Vanoise, 
and  the  tract  of  glacier  south  of  that 
pass  is  the  Glacier  de  Vanoiee.  The 
highest  peak  in  this  part  of  Savoy 
lies  N.  of  the  Col  de  Vanoise,  between 
Pralognan  and  the  Val  de  Premon  ; 
it  is  called  in  the  country  the  Grande 
Casse,  but  is  probably  the  point  which 
has  been  measured  as  the  Aiguille  de 
Vanoise.  The  height  is  at  least  1 2,700 
£ng.  ft. 

[Two  passes  lead  from  Pralognan 
to  the  valley  of  the  Arc,  more  direct, 
but  higher  and  more  difficult,  than 
the  Col  de  Vanoise.  Both  passes 
are  approached  by  following  the  val- 
ley of  the  Doron  to  the  chalets  of 
1a  Motte.  A  little  above  this  the 
valley  divides ;  the  l.-hand  ravine  leads 
in  6  hrs.  by  the  Col  cTJtisaois  over 
some  considerable  snow-fields  to  Aiis- 
sois,  near  to  Fort  Lesseillon  (Bte.  1 54). 
The  scenery  on  both  sides  is  very 
fine,  and  near  the  last  chalets  on  the 
N.  side  there  is  a  magnificent  view  of 
Mont  Blanc  seen  over  all  the  inter- 
mediate ranges.    The  pass  which  lies 
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at  the  head  of  the  rt.-hand  or  W. 
branch  of  the  Doron  is  the  Col  de 
Chevriiref  or  Chaviire,  leading  directly 
to  Modane.  It  is  probably  a  very 
interesting  pass,  but  information  is 
renired.] 

The  ascent  from  Fralognan  to  the 
Col  de  Yanoise  is  very  wild  and  pic- 
turesque. In  about  an  hour  a  green 
Talley  with  a  group  of  chAlets,  called 
La  Gli^re  de  ^tilosnan,  is  reached. 
A  sharp  pinnacle  ot  rock  is  seen  in 
Ihe  centre  of  the  ridge  in  the  direction 
of  the  pass.  It  is  possible  to  pass  on 
either  side  of  this,  but  the  regular 
track  passes  to  the  K.  of  it  The 
ascent  is  rough,  in  part  over  moraine, 
and  the  scenery  wild  and  dreary. 
From  the  summit  there  is  a  fine  view 
of  the  Grande  Casse,  ascended  for  the 
first  time  in  1860  byMr.  W.  Mathews 
with  two  gtiides.  The  track  on  both 
sides  of  the  col  is  marked  by  poles, 
and  in  good  weather  a  mountaineer 
will  scarcely  require  a  guide.  Near 
the  top  are  3  Uttle  lakes,  the  source  of 
streams  which  descend  on  one  side  to 
the  Doron,  and  on  the  other  to  the 
Arc  On  the  rk;ht,  enormous  glaciers 
are  seen,  which  extend  to  the  Boche 
Chevriire,  the  mountain  which  is  seen 
from  the  ascent  to  the  Mont  Cenis, 
over^Termignon. 

From  the  col,  the  descent  towards 
the  chalets  of  Entre-deux-Eaux  is 
rapid.  The  long  sterile  valley  above 
these  chalets,  which  leads  by  the  Col 
de  la  Leisse  to  Tignes,  in  the  V  al  Is^re 
(Rte.  156),  is  seen  on  the  1.  After  a 
long  descent  the  torrent  is  crossed, 
but,  instead  of  pursuing  its  course 
through  its  deep  Sor&;e  to  Termignon, 
a  path  is  followed  which  leads  up  on 
the  opposite  mountain  to  the  Plan  du 
Loupf  a  long  pasturage,  not  so  wild 
or  hieh,  but  about  the  breadth  of  the 
Col  de  Yanoise.  The  scene,  looking 
back  upon  the  valley  of  Entre-deux- 
Eaux  and  the  Col  de  Yanoise,  is  very 
sublime. 

On  the  col  of  the  Flan  dn  Loup 
another  small  lake  is  passed,  then  a 
long  descent  commences,  which  leads 
down  tp  the  hamlet  of  St  Marguerite. 
Soon  after  the  path  enters  a  pine-forest, 
through  which  a  rough  road  leads 


down  to  the  valley  above  Termi^  s. 
into  which  there  are  some  magni&T-*! 
peeps.  There  is  still,  howerer.  a  lo:.; 
and  fatiguing  descent  to  nuke  bcf-r' 
that  little  town  can  be  reachedin  abost 
3  hrs.  from  Entre-deux-E  aux,  T^t' 
is  a  path  which,  going  from  the  km- 
let  of  St  Marg;uerite,  skirts  the  Mx: 
Paroufik,  behind  Lanslebotuqg,  ud 
leads  directly  to  the  latter  tovm;  In, 
though  shorter,  it  is  even  m.tft 
fatiguing  than  the  route  to  Terels- 
non,  ana  one  which  it  is  difficul: : 
pass  with  a  laden  mule.  At  Terais- 
non  the  path  from  the  Vanoise  &L 
into  the  great  route  of  the  Cenia,  whkh 
in  an  hour  takes  the  trareller  to 
Lanslehourg  (Bte.  154.) 


ROUTE  158- 

PBOK  BT.  JEAS  DE  MAUSIESI^  TC 
BOUSa  D'OTBAKSyBT THE  OOL  D*A£Vr> 
AND  THE  COL  DU  ¥Bk  NOUVS4II. 

By  starting  very  early  frcm  Sl 
Jean  it  woukI  be  possible  to  leach 
Bourg    the    same    day;    bat   u  h 
is    a  lone  journey  of   14    lefl|;3<^ 
it  would  be  preferable  to  pass  tke 
nisht  at  St  Jean  d'Arres,  a  smil! 
viUaee  situated  in  the  Val  d*Ansn. 
which  joins  the  yalley  of  the  Ar 
just  above  St   Jean  ae  Manrienaiv 
A  steep  mule-track  leads  from  thi> 
town  to  the  villagea  of  FontcoHrt  : 
and  Villarcanbert,  where  the  travfll!' 
turns  to  the  left,  and  after  a  shi^** 
descent  crosses  a  small  tributarvi: 
the  Arvan,  and  then   mounts  iic- 
steep  grassy  slopes  to  the  Cb/  dTAr^-  • 
3^  hrs.  from  St  Jean  de  HaarienB.. 
In  another  J  hr.  he  descends  to  Su 
Jean  d*Arves,  where  there  is  a  roeri- 
/nn.      The    Col  d'Arves  mi^fat  V 
avoided  by  following  the  coarse    ' 
the  Arvan;  but  that  stream  raaktsi 
great  detour  between  Fontcoaven* 
and  St  Jean  dArves.     The   fd-j^ 
beyond  leads  nearly  due  S.  over  wi^ 
and  luxuriant  pastures  to  the    o»i 
frontier  between  Savoy  and  Fraxtct  it 
the  point  called  the  Vol  du  PrS  X  - 
vcau,  7500  ft  above  the  sea-level,  a^^ 
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4  hrs.  from  St.  Jean  d'ArvM.  It 
then  descends  through  pastures,  even 
more  Inxuriant  than  those  of  the 
Maurienne,  hy  the  side  of  a  tributary 
of  the  Bomanche;  and  after  monnting 
the  ridge  on  the  1.  bank  of  this  river, 
comes  down  upon  Besse,  a  miserable 
and  iilthy  village  about  2^  hrs.  from 
the  Col;  and  then  passing  through 
Misow,  hits  the  ^retkX  roMl  a  little 
above  Frenet^  which  is  1|  hr.  from 
Besse,  and  where  there  is  tolerable 
accommodation.  From  Frenet  to 
Bourg  d'Ovsans  is  a  2  hrs'.  walk.  If^ 
however,  the  trayeller  be  bound  for 
the  Yal  Cristophe,  it  is  better  not  to 
go  to  Bourg,  but  proceed  at  once 
from  Frenet  to  V enos  by  the  col  of 
the  same  name,  a  journey  of  about  3 
hrs.  Almost  all  the  way  from  St. 
Jean  de  Maurienne  to  Venos  the 
mountains  are  composed  of  a  black 
argillaoeons  shale,-  which  doubtless 
produces  the  luxuriant  vegetation. 
FW>m  the  Col  du  Pr^  Nouveau  another 
route  may  be  taken  into  Dauphin^ 
leading  straight  to  La  Grare. 


ROUTE  169. 

ORENOELB  TO  BBIAN^OflT,  BT  BOUBG 
d'OTSANS  and  the  OOL  DB  LIUTA- 
RET« 

114  kilom.  =  about  70  Eng.  m. 

Grenoble  (Gratianopolisl  the  chief 
city  in  the  Dept.  de  Tlsere,  an  im- 
portant  place  beautifully  situated 
(Pop.  32,800),  is  described  in  the 
Handbook  fob  France.  Inns:  H. 
cic  I'Europe;  Trois  Dauphins.  It  is 
here  only  mentioned  as  the  starting 

Soint  for  an  excursion  across  the  Col 
e  Lautaret  to  the  pass  of  the  Mont 
Genevre. 

Courier  every  night  to  Brian^on 
takes  4  or  5  passengers.  Diligence 
during  the  summer  to  Bourg  in  5  or 
6  hrs.,  whence  to  Brian^on  takes  8  or 
10  hrs.    Conveyance  very  dear.   Gre- 


noble to  Susa  220  fr.  Car  from  Bourg 
to  Brian^on,  8  or  10  hrs.,  a  long  and 
heavy  day,  50  fr.  The  pedestrian  may 
walk  from  Bourg  to  Brian^on  in 
IS  hrs.,  and  the  scenery  will  amply 
repay  him. 

Taere  is  a  good  but  very  circuitous 
road  from  Grenoble  byV  izille,  G  ap,and 
Embrun  to  Brian^on,  and  a  diligence 
goes  that  way  to  the  latter  town  daily 
from  Grenoble; but  it  is  50  m.  further, 
and  through  a  country  that  is  gener 
ally  uninteresting,  whilst  that  by  the 
Col  de  Lautaret  f%ounds  with  some  of 
the  finest  scenes  in  the  Alps. 

To  saye  this  distance.  Napoleon 
commenced  the  construction  of  a  new 
road  by  tlus  pass,  and  many  magni- 
ficent works  were  completed  upon  it., 
but  after  his  abdication  it  was  aban- 
doned, and  has  only  of  late  years 
been  completed.  The  bridges  were 
destroyed  oy  l^e  floods  in  May,  1856. 

The  road  to  the  Lautaret  lies  for 
the  most  part  through  the  valley  of 
the  Bomanche.  For  some  miles 
from  Grenoble  it  lies  across  a  level 
tract,  through  fine  avenues  to  the 
village  of  Ia  Claix,  where  there  is 
a  remarkable  bridge  over  the  Drac. 
The  road  to  Yizille  thence  continues 
up  the  banks  of  the  Bomanche  by 
a  course  nearly  level. 

VitUle  has  about  2000  Lihab.  Its 
inns  are  wretched.  It  is  considered 
as  the  cradle  of  the  first  French  revo- 
lution, for  here  the  parliament  of 
Dauphiny  first  made  a  declaration 
fktal  to  the  power  of  the  Bourbons. 
Here  is  the  ChAteau  of  the  constable 
Lesdigui^res.  It  had,  since  the  revo- 
lution, beoome  the  property  of  M. 
Ferier,  the  brother  of  the  minister, 
who  had  established  cotton  or  fiax 
works  here;  but  it  was  partly  de- 
stroyed by  fire  in  1 825. 

Tne  road  ascends  by  the  right 
bank  of  the  Bomanche  through  a  nar- 
row, but  beautiful  and  well-wooded 
valley,  which  runs  with  nearly  the 
same  wild  character  into  the  heart  of 
the  mountains  for  6  or  7  leagues.  In 
some  places  the  valley  widens  enough 
for  the  establishment  of  a  village  or  i^ 
hamlet:  of  these,  Chichilane,  Gavet, 
and  La  Clavet  are  the  principal.   Near 
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Gayet  there  are  some  iron-works. 
The  Combe  de  Grayet,  a  remarkable 
ravine  or  Combe,  which  is  also  an 
Enehah,  or  rather  Celtic  name  for  a 
deme,  extends  from  the  plain  of 
Vizille  to  the  plain  of  the  Boure 
d'Oysans,  a  fertile  valley,  surrounded 
by  lofky  mountains.  It  is  within 
record  that  a  large  lake  was  formed 
in  the  11th  century  by  the  falling 
of  the  neighbouring  mountains  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Combe  de  Gavet: 
this  dammed  the  river,  and  the  waters 
accumulated  in  the  plain  above,  and 
formed  a  large  lake,  of  which  the 
surface  was  3  leagues  long,  and  1 
wide,  and  its  depth  from  60  to  80  ft. 
This  lake  existed  for  about  200  years. 
At  length,  in  September,  1229,  it 
burst  its  barrier,  rushed  into  the 
Combe  of  Gavet,  swept  away  in 
its  fury  everything  that  it  touched, 
rapidly  passed  into  the  Drao,  and 
hence  into  the  Is^re,  then,  flowing 
over  the  plain  below  the  two  rivers, 
submerged  a  great  part  of  Grenoble. 
At  the  lower  extremity  of  the  plain 
of  Bourg  d'Oysans,  a  path  across  the 
mountains  leads  to  the  valley  of  Alle- 
mont,  where  there  are  iron  works,  but 
the  readiest  access  to  them  is  from 
the  valley  of  Gresivaudan,  above 
Grenoble.  Very  near  Bourg  d'Oy- 
sans a  gold-mine  is  still  worked. 

Bourg  dTOysans  (H.  de  Milan,  in- 
different) is  situated  on  the  1.  bank 
of  the  river,  and  near  the  upper  ex- 
tremity of  the  plain.  The  vegetation 
of  its  valley  is  remarkably  nch;  the 
mountains  that  surround  it  exiiibit 
in  some  places  extraordinary  instances 
of  tortuous   stratification.      On   ap- 

£  poaching  the  Bourg,  the  Mont  ae 
■ens,  streaming  with  glaciers,  closes 
the  head  of  the  valley,  and  divides 
the  torrent  issuing  from  the  dark 
gorges  of  the  Vent^n  from  that  of  the 
Komanche,  which  flows  through  the 
Combe  of  MalvaL 

By  starting  from  this  betimes  an 
active  pedestrian  may  reach  Brianfon 
before  dark;  the  road  being  good,  and 
nowhere  steep,  he  will  accomplish 
more  than  3  m.  an  hour.  In  5^  hrs. 
to  La  Grave.    Thence  to  the  Col  de 


Lautaret  is  2}  hrs.  walk,  and  2  J  hn. 
more  down  to  Monestier,  and  3  ^ur 
hrs.  thence  to  Brianoon.  The  distaiK^ 
is  easily  accomplished  in  a  ^ult, 
changing  at  La  Grave. 

[An  interesting  excursian  war  he 
ma!ie  from  Bourg  d'Oysans  t»  La 
B^rarde,  in  the  upper  part  of  tke 
vidley  of  St  Christophe,  about  8  krs*. 
walk  firom  the  Bourg.  (See  Rte.  ITvO] 

A  little  beyond  the  Bonz^g,  tk 
road  twice  crosses  the  BomascW, 
and  ascends  by  its  left  bank;  i^ 
quitting  the  plain,  dives  into  tit 
Gorge  du  fraiey,  and  passes  t^ 
first  TunneL  Mounting  npvrajtk 
again  to  descend  to  the  ley«l  of  tbr 
IU)manche,  we  enter  the  Gurgecf  It 
InfemeU^  One  of  the  grandest  scesr« 
on  the  road  is  in  the  vicinity  of  tb 
second  TunneL  Just  above  it,  aes: 
Freney,  may  be  seen,  though  mock 
defooed,  the  gateway,  cat  in  the  rod, 
through  which  passed  the  origiiu! 
Roman  road.  The  ancient  road— lor 
this  course  firom  Brian9(Hi  to  Gresobir 
was  known  to  the  Romans— iissted 
much  higher,  by  the  village  otMcoi 
Lens,  4200  ft.  above  the  fefd  of 
the  sea. 

Near  the  third  gallery,  the  rosd 
rises  up  through  a  valley  filled  vidk 
rocks  and  blocks  of  enomums  »ue 
that  have  fallen  from  the  monntas* 
above,  and  which  are  intersperk< 
with  a  few  trees  and  a  scanty  ciil> 
vation.  In  the  midst  of  soch  a  de^r. 
lies  the  hamlet  of 

Le  DotipAm,  3}  leagues  frtm  Bour 
d'Oysans  :  here  refreshment  mar  b 
had  at  the  H.  de  1* Assurance.  aW 
Le  Dauphin,  the  savace  and  toA^ 
character  of  the  vafiey  predoa:- 
nates ;  and  the  traveller  mters  dr 
Combe  de  Mahal,  a  nearly  stnsc  ! 
ravine  of  almost  unequalled  wildiw« 
bounded  by  the  precipitons  baser 
mountains  thousands  of  feet  in  h«i^ 
almost  everywhere  inaccessible,  t£s 
of  Mont  de  Lens  on  the  rt  absohik*. 
so,  and  crowned  by  fields  ofvctvf 
snow,  which,  owine  to  the  heidbt » 
abruptness  of  the  &file,  can  oa^y  b.* 
and  there  be  seen  frt>m  belovr. 

Numerous    streams    are    croix^^ 
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hich  descend  in  falk  from  the  gla- 
ien  that  crest  the  precipices,  and 
)aining  over  the  steep  talus  formed 
D  the  sides  of  the  yaUey  by  the  dls- 
itegration  of  the  mountain,  cross 
be  road,  and  add  to  the  fury  of  the 
Comanche.  Not  far  from  Le  Dau- 
bin,  on  the  L,  a  magnificent  cata- 
act  gushes  out  from  the  top  of  the 
recipice,  and  fiiUs  in  a  hirge  yolume 
ito  the  Talley  below  ;  this  is  called 
^8autd«  la  Pucelle,  The  universal 
ory  of  a  peasant-girl  leaping  down 
ohurt,  to  escape  the  violence  of  a 
basseur,  is  tola  of  this  fall. 
So  vast  are  some  of  the  blocks  that 
tew  the  valley,  that  one  among 
then  measures  50  paces  in  length, 
ad  against  several,  stone  huts  and 
tialets  are  raised  and  sheltered  ;  for 
tough  there  appear  to  be  little  herb- 
^  here,  what  tnere  is  is  rich  enough 
>  induce  those  who  have  herds  to 
?od  them  here  to  pasturage. 
Still  further  up  the  vaUey,  near  a 
ae  cataract,  on  the  L,  are  the  lead- 
ines  of  Les  Freaux,  belonging  to 
L  Marat  de  TOmbre,  where  many 
orkmen  are  employed  to  raise  the 
re  and  smelt  it  The  adits  are  seen 
igh  upon  the  precipitous  sides  of  the 
tountains,  and  ropes  and  machinery 
cteDd  into  the  valley  below ;  these 
ines  are  said  to  be  worked  to  ad- 
mtage.    * 

At  the  head  of  this  savage  valley 
e  road  rises  to  the  miserable  village 

La  Grave  (Jhn:  Juge's,  best  on 
e  road,  though  small,  tolerable  fiire 
id  beds). 

The  situation  of  La  Grave  is  very 
le,  directly  opposite  to  the  Mont 

Lens,  the  most   northern    peak 

the  range  of  Mont  Pelvoux, 
lich  present  a  scene  of  the  most 
iking  grandeur.  During  the  winter, 
B  cold  precludes  the  burying  of  the 
ad — the  ground  is  too  haxd ;  the 
dies  are  uerefore  suspended  in  the 
mges  until  the  returning  spring. 

wretchedly  are  the  people  off  for 
il,  that  dried  cow-dung  is  chiefly 

Dn  leaving  La  Grave  the  road 
icends  to  pass  some  rocks  ;  then 
Ing,  it  lends  abruptly  to  a  tum  in 


the  valley  that  overlooks  a  very  fine 
fall  of  the  Romanche,  all  its  waters 
being  poured  into  a  deep  abyss.  The 
road  passes  2  galleries  oefore  reach- 
ing 

Villars  ^Arhne^  a  wretched  vUlage 
(/nn,  bad  and  dear) ;  but  the  new  line 
avoids  that  village,  and  at  once  com- 
mences the  ascent  of  the  Col  de  Lao- 
taretf  crossing  the  mountain  ridge  that 
divides  the  valley  of  the  Romanche 
from  that  of  Monestier  or  the  Gui- 
sanne.  This  pass  rises  to  the  height 
of  about  6700  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  sea;  the  col  is  covered  with  the 
most  beautiful  pasturage,  and  is  one 
of  the  richest  spots  in  the  Dauphin^ 
Alps  for  the  harvest  of  the  botanist 

On  the  summit,  2|  hrs.  fiK>m 
La  Grave,  there  is  a  Maison  Hos' 
pitalier,  one  of  those  founded  by 
Humbert  11.  in  the  11th  century; 
this  is  kept  by  a  peasant  appointed  to 
the  duty;  but  travellers  are  cautioned 
not  to  trust  to  getting  fed  there,  though 
wine  always,  and  bread  and  curds  some- 
times, may  be  found  on  the  Lautaret 

The  view  from  the  col  is  very 
limited.  To  the  S.W.  several  of  the 
peaks  of  the  Mont  Pelvoux  range  are 
seen  bristling  with  rocks,  and  dothed 
in  glacier,  ending,  on  the  side  of  the 
Romanche,  in  the  glacier  of  Tabuchet, 
whence  this  river  has  its  source;  on 
the  other  side,  the  river  Guisanne  is 
seen  tumbling  down  the  valley  of 
Monestier. 

From  the  summit  of  the  col  a  very 
steep  road  descends  into  the  sterile 
and  miserable  valley  of  the  Guisanne, 
to  the  first  hamlet.  La  MadeUine; 
still  lower  is  the  villi^  of  Casset,  at 
the  base  of  the  glacier  of  Lasdale ; 
and  2|  hrs.  from  Uie  col  are  the 

Baths  of  Monestier,  35  m.  frt>m  Bonrg 
d'Oysans :  here  there  are  several 
inns,  much  frequented  during  the 
season,  of  which  the  best,  Chez  Ar- 
mand,  affords  very  tolerable  accom- 
modation, superior  to  that  of  the 
valley  of  the  Romanche. 

The  mineral  waters  here  have  a 
temperature  of  101°,  and  are  both 
drank  and  employed  in  baths:  they 
are  so  abunduit  that  they  are 
employed   to   turn   n  mUi     JBelow 
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Monestier,  the  valley  exhibits  cul- 
tivatioii;  barley  is  grown,  and  the 
meadows,  by  irri^tions,  are  very 
productive;  and,  uter  the  naked  and 
sterile  route  fix)m  Le  Dauphin  to 
Monestier,  the  appearance  of  trees  is 
hailed  as  giving  the  highest  charm  to 
the  scenery. 

The  whole  course  of  the  Guisanne 
can  be  seen  to  Brian9on,  where  the 
forts  of  this  frontier  town  are  visible, 
piled  above  each  other;  beyond  is  a 
chain  of  lofty  mountains,  over  which 
is  seen  the  peak  of  the  Monte  Yiso; 
this  is  a  magnificent  scene. 

There  are  several  villages  in  the 
Val  Monestier  below  the  oaths;  the 
principal  are  La  Salle,  Chantemerle, 
so  named  from  the  number  of  black- 
birds that  frequent  it;  and  St.  Chaf- 
frey.  The  approach  to  Brian9on  is 
strikingly  fine,  its  walls  and  forts 
rising  as  they  do  to  the  highest,  rin> 
femety  which  is  placed  on  a  peak, 
nearly  10,000  ft.  above  the  level  of  the 
sea;  the  broad  rich  valley  of  the 
Durance  below  the  town,  and  the 
mountain  boundaries  to  the  valley, 
make  this  one  of  the  most  picturesque 
towns  and  scenes  in  the  Alps. 

Brianfon^  3  hours*  walk  firom  Mo- 
nestier. {Irm :  POurs,  best ; — H.  de 
la  Faix,  very  dirty.J  This  town  is  a 
frontier  fortress,  with  gates  and  re- 
gular defences,  and  every  strong  po- 
sition is  occupied  with  a  fort  or  bat- 
tery; it  guards  the  frontier  of  France 
by  the  pass  of  the  Mont  Gen^vre  and 
the  valler  of  the  Durance.  A  diligence 
goes  daily  to  and  from  Embrun,  and 
a  diligence  to  Susa. 

It  is  a  city  of  hi&^h  antiquity.  Pliny 
attributed  its  foundation  to  the 
Greeks,  who  were  chased  from  the 
borders  of  the  lake  of  Gomo;  others 
have  given  its  foundation  to  Bellove^ 
sus  or  Brennus.  Ammianus  Marcel- 
linus  calls  it  Yirgantia  Oastellum. 
It  held  a  Roman  garrison.  St.  Am- 
brose was  here  on  his  way  to  Vienne 
in  Dauphin^  when  he  heard  of  the 
death  of  the  Emperor  Valens,  whom 
he  was  going  to  baptize. 

This  little  city  is  one  of  the  smallest 
in  Prance,  having  less  than  3000  In- 
hab.     The  streets   are  narrow  and 


steep,  but  many  of  the  hoases  f^ 
well  built.  It  boasts  of  a  Gnsf^ 
Place :  its  church  is  not  worth  stIs:! 

The  town  itself  is  stroog  froD  i- 
position  and  mural  defences,  ba  tbr 
seven  forts  which  guard  it  reoder  :i 
almost  impregnable.  Betwe«  (i| 
citir  and  some  of  these  forts  tkr^  i* 
a  oridge  over  the  deep  bed  i'^^ 
Durance,  which  foams  beneatl'>>'> 
precipices.  The  bridge  is  of  bold  et- 
stmction,  a  single  arch  of  130  Es^i^ 
flBet  span,  and  180  feet  above  tlieV 
rent  It  was  built  in  1730,  nndff .: 
direction  of  the  Marechal  cPAsfieli. 

See  Handbook  for  Frjlscc 
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BRIAN9ON  TO  8UBA,  BY  THEPi»C^" 
THS  MONT  OENt^ltE. 

Diligence  to    Snsa,  but  no  pc-^'- 
horses.    Distance  13  leagaes,  v* 
35  m. 

On  leaving  Brian^on  fbr  the  M* 
Gendvre,  the  valley  of  the  Dnwa^  ^ 
ascended  by  a  narrow  gorge  fw** 
than  a  league,  as  £ar  as  La  Vac^ 
a  little  hamlet  at  the  foot  d  ' ' 
Mont  Gendvre.  Here,  on  tfct  - 
opens  the  Vol  de  Newaekt,  s  -';^ 
large,  and  productive  valley*  a  sc* 
ing  contrast  to  the  valley  of  thf  C* 
sanne.  It  is  also  called  the  Vii  ■* 
Pres,  from  its  rich  meadows.  • ' 
mountains  are  clothed  with  fs^' 
through  it  the  river  Clair§e,  ^ 
ing  from  the  Glaciers  of  the  ^ 
Tabor,  flows  for  8  leagues,  anfij* 
loses  its  nape  in  a  less  oonsa^ 
torrent  —  the  Durance,  whka  >* 
scarcely  run  2  leagnes  firom  its  sf^'* 
in  the  Mont  Gen^vre.  ^ 

The  ascent  commences  titn^-  •' 


Fied^  4r  Savot/, 
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pine  forest,  and  bv  a  series  of  ad-  | 
mirablj  oonstructea  ziezags  leads  the 
traveller  np  to  the  col,  and  presents 
at  every^  turn  a  variety  in  the  views 
of  Briancon  and  its  forts,  the  valleys 
of  the  Durance  and  Neuvache,  and 
the  surrounding  mountains .  these  so 
much  relieve  the  tedium  of  ascent 
that  the  summit  is  attained  before  the 
traveller  has  any  idea  that  he  has  ac- 
complished a  oistanoe  of  nearly  2 
leagues.  The  old  road  continuea  by 
the  pine  forests  np  the  L  buik  of  the 
stream^  and  pedestrians  still  pusrue 
it,  as  it  is  much  the  shortest  to  attain 
the  Col  of  the  Mont  Gendvre. 

The  plain  of  the  Mont  Oenhre  is 
remarkable  for  the  culture  of  barley  on 
its  summit,  rather  over  6000  ft  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  and  there  are  fine 
pasturages  on  the  slopes  of  the  neigh- 
bouring mountains.  On  the  plain 
there  is  a  village  called  the 

Bourg  Mont  Genktre^  3  leagues  from 
Brian9on,  which  is  inhabited  all  the 
year.  Here  is  the  custom-house,  a 
tronblesome  place  to  those  who  enter 
La  belie  France, 

On  the  plain,  and  almost  from  a 
common  source,  two  rivers  rise — ^the 
Durance,  which  flows  into  ^France  and 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Dora- 
Susina  or  Dora  Biparia,  which  flows 
into  the  Po  and  the  Adriatic. 

On  the  smnmit  of  the  plain  an 
obelisk  was  erected  to  commemorate 
the  construction,  in  1807,  of  this  fine 
road  over  the  Alps.  It  is  60  ft  high, 
and  had  on  its  pedestal  insciiptions  to 
record  the  event :  these  the  Bourbons 
removed. 

On  leaving  the  Col  of  the  Mont 
Gen^vre,  the  course  of  the  river  is 
followed  for  2  leases  down  a  series 
of  tourniquets,  made  in  the  loose  soil 
on  the  side  of  Mont  Chaberton,  until 
the  road  reaches  the  bed  of  the  river 
and  crosses  it  about  2  m.  from  Cesamie , 
near  which  village  the  torrent  from 
the  Mont  Gendvre  fiills  into  the  larger 
stream  of  the  Bipa,  descending  from 
the  lofty  mountains  that  bound  the 
Protestant  Valleys  of  Piedmont 

Cesanns^  where  there  are  two  mi- 
serable inns,  is  not  more  than  4 
hours'  good  walk  from  Brian9on. 


Below  Cesanne,  the  course  lies 
down  the  valley  to  Susa.  The  first 
important  commune  in  the  valley  is 

Outr,  3  leagues,  a  larffe  village  at 
the  entrance  to  the  valley  of  Bar- 
doneche,  whence  there  are  three 
passes  to  Modane,  in  the  valley  of 
the  Arc:  see  Rte.  154.  The  tunnel 
under  the  Alps  now  in  course  of 
construction  has  one  opening  above 
Bardon^che,  a  poor  village  4255  ft. 
above  the  sea-leveL  A  colony  of 
workmen  connected  with  the  tunnel 
has  been  planted  here,  and  houses  and 
workshops  built;  but  no  good  inn. 
Pedestrians  may  cross  to  Modane 
by  the  Col  de  Frdjus,  or  Col  de  la 
Bone. 

From  Oulx  it  is  about  2  leagues 
to  Salaberirand,  a  place  memorable 
for  the  battle  fou^t  and  won  bv 
the  Yandois,  under  Henri  Amano, 
on  their  return  to  their  valleys, 
after  expatriation,  in  1689,  when 
they  were  opposed  by  2500  regular 
entrenched  troops,  three  times  their 
numbers,  and  commanded  by  the 
Marquis  de  Larrey,  who  was  wound- 
ed in  the  action :  every  spot  around 
has  interest  in  connection  with  that 
event :  the  mountain  by  which  they 
had  descended  on  the  nijfht  of  the 
battle  ;  and  that  by  the  Col  de  Seu, 
which  they  crossed  to  go  into  their 
valleys  after  dieir  victory. 

Beyond  Salabertrand  the  valley 
narrows  considerably,  and  forms,  a 
good  league  below,  near  the  fort  of 
£xilles,  a  deep  defile;  in  the  midst 
of  this  the  fort  is  placed,  perfectly 
commanding  the  valley;  here  the 
river  is  crossed,  and  the  road  thence 
continues  on  its  rt  bank,  beneath  the 
heights  of  Ohaumont— a  spot  rendered 
memorable  by  the  fate  of  the  Comte 
de  Belleisle,  who  fell  here  on  the  9th 
of  July,  1747  :  his  desperate  valour, 
which  had  been  excited  bv  the  pro- 
mise of  a  B&ton  de  Mar^chai  of  Prance 
if  he  succeeded  in  forcing  the  pass, 
was  checked,  after  he  had  received 
many  severe  wounds,  by  a  coup  dc 
grace  from  a  grenadier  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Monferrat  ^ 

At  the  village  of  Exilles  tolerable 
accommodation  and  much  civility  will 


be  found  at  the  house  of  the  post- 
master. 

The  valley,  in  and  below  the  defile, 
is  richlj  wooded,  and  preserves  nearly 
the  same  character  for  3  leagues,  from 
Salabertrand  to 

Susa  (Bte.  154),  22  m.  from  Ce- 
sanne. 
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banks  of  the  Clusone,  and  to  th^  fire 
village,  Sestri^reSf  4  leagues  from  Ct 
sanne,  and  thenoe  to  the  villagt  of 

1^  hr.  Traverse ;  the  broad  bed  r 
the  river  beneath  iJie  dark  pine  fv^^ 
opposite  to  ProQelttA,  a  larger  -vQa^s^ 
below  Traverse,  ^yes  ratha-  b  ap- 
pearance of  sterility  to  the  nllev. 
At  Traverse  there  is  a  huml^  l^ 
rLa  Bose  Rouge — clean  beds].  IV 
Clusone  gives  a  general  njune  to  i- 
whole  vafiey,  but  among  its  inbt:- 
ants  the  upper  part  above  the  ixM 
Fenestrelles  is  called  the  Yal  Prv 
gelas;  below  the  fort  it  is  often  a^ 
the  Yal  de  Peronse. 

2  hrs.  40  mm.  FSnestrella^  a  ttS^ 
of  800  Inhab.»  vnth  a  bad  and  dinj 
Inn,  The  fort  of  FenestreUes  is^^ 
of  great  strength,  which  guards  ^ 
approach  to  Piedmont  by  this  TS&5 
It  rises,  from  the  defile  formed  bj  ^ 
base  of  the  Mont  Albergian,  to  tt- 
summit  of  the  mountain,  and  cc^* 
mands  the  left  bank  of  the  torren:  bj 
its  immense  ranges  of  fortificatiei* 
rising  in  terraces.  The  highest  banrfj 
is  accessible  through  a  galkfy  ths: 
contains  3600  steps.  On  the  mrnnti 
is  a  basin  covered  with  verdne.  called 
the  Pr6  de  Catinat,  frt>m  thatga^nl 
havinii:  encamped  there. 

These  works  have  been  in  ppo«T^ 
of  construction  by  the  SardinisB  r*; 
vemment  since  1816.  They  succeoi^ 
an  older  fortress  in  5  tiers  of  fon\ 
blown  up  by  the  army  of  the  Fiekt 
Republic.  The  3  detached  fort> 
about  a  mile  distant  frx>m  the  to«L 
called  St  Charles,  Trois  Dents,  u^ 
desVall^s— command  the  approscb^ 
A  4th  battery,  called  Chart»  Alb^- 
sweeps  the  high  road  and  closes  tl 
passage. 

There  are  remains  of  old  forti  s 
the  base  of  Oie  Albereian,  which  ««r 
built  by  iJie  French  men  this  coob^i 
belonged  to  them,  in  order  to  dsdai  ^ 
the  pass  in  the  opposite  direed* 
The  village  of  F6nestreUes  lies  is  ^ 
middle  of  the  defile  below.  The  i^ 
of  Fenestrelles  is  used  as  a  state  p 
son.  It  is  the  scene  of  M.  Saintstf"* 
pretty  tale  of '  Piociola.* 

[F^m  F^estrelles  there  is  a  t^ 
pretty  Pass,  by  the  Co/  d!?  fa  Fir,  "• 


ROUTE  161. 

RRTAN9ON  TO  PiaNBROL,  BT  THE  OOL 
DE  SE8TBIERE8. 

The  inns  between  Brian9on  and 
Fignerol  are  poor,  yet  superior  to 
those  of  Daupnin^.  As  far  as  Ce- 
sanne  this  is  the  same  as  the  route 
last  described. 

It  is  9  hrs.  good  walking  from 
Cesanne  to  Perouse. 

The  road  made  by  order  of  Napo- 
leon, from  Cesanne,  to  descend  into 
Italy,  is  more  direct  than  that  by 
Turin.  Though  at  first  neglected  by 
the  Sardinian  government,  it  is  now  in 
good  order,  and  furnished  with  post- 
horses  at  Fenestrelles,  33  kilouL  from 
PigneroL 

The  road  from  Cesanne  crosses  the 
Doire,  and  the  ascent  to  the  col  imme- 
diately commences,  by  a  series  of  zig- 
zags like  that  of  the  descent  from  the 
Mont  G^en^vre  ;  a  lengthened  snake- 
like course  of  each  can  be  seen  from  the 
other  across  the  valley  of  the  Doire.  It 
soon  reaches  the  hamlet  of  Champlas, 
still  continuing  to  ascend  over  fine  pas- 
turages, till  it  reaches 

2i  hrs.  The  Col  de  Sesirieres  and 
ch&lets:  the  plain  of  the  col  is  nearly 
2  miles  long.  On  the  side  towar<u 
the  Vol  PrageUu,  the  view  is  wild 
and  fine  of  the  valley  and  the  Mont 
Albergian.  In  descending,  the  road 
'ads  dow^   by  toumi(}uets  to  the 
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in  5  hrs.  to  Siua  in  the  yalley  of  the 
Doire.  From  the  top,  which  is  car- 
petted  with  alpine  flowers,  is  a  magni- 
ficent riew  over  the  Doire,  in  which 
the  Boche  Melon  mountain  is  a 
striking  object  for  the  last  hour  or  two 
of  mgged  desoeutl 

From  Fenestreiles  to  Fignerol 
there  are  8  leagaes,  almost  entirely 
through  the  va&ey  of  the  Clusone. 
There  is  little  variety  in  its  scenery; 
it  is  generally  narrow;  but  where  there 
is  cmtiTation,  com  and  wine  abound. 
The  mulberry  for  silkworms  flou- 
rishes, and  firuit  and  forest  trees  luxu- 
riate, as  they  almost  always  do  on  the 
side  of  Piedmont.  Formerly,  this 
valley  was  filled  with  a  Protestant 
community,  but  their  livine  in  it  was 
longprohibited.  TheVaudois  churches 
were  not  permitted  out  of  the  valleys 
of  Bora,  La  Tour  (known  also  as  the 
valley  of  Lucema  and  the  Val  Pelice), 
St  Martin,  and  AngrogpoA;  but  the 
more  liberal  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment since  1848  has  removed  this 
restriction. 

Below  Fenestreiles,  the  route  passes 
through  numerous  villages  and  ham- 
lets—rMontole,  Rouse  YiUaret,  and 
Chapelle — before  reaching  Perosa  or 
3  nrs.  10  min.  Perouse  llrms:  Sole; 
Antico;  Auberge  Nationale),  the  prin- 
cipal town  in  the  valley, which  is  some- 
times called  the  Valley  of  Perouse. 
It  is  situated  directly  opposite  to  the 
valley  of  St  Martin,  one  of  the  most 
interesting  of  the  Protestant  valleys. 

[From  Perouse  a  moderate  ascent 
through  a  beautiful  valley  leads  to 
Perrier,  or  Perrero.  A  httle  above 
this  village  the  vidley  forks.  The 
I^'.W.  branch,  preserving  the  name 
Vol  de  8U  Martin^  leads,  amidst  fruit- 
trees,  com,  and  pastura^,  to  the 
commune  of  Mcaieule,  A  little  beyond 
the  road  enters  a  deep  ravine  which  is 
singularly  wild  and  beautiful;  at  its 
tipper  extremity  it  reaches  the  hamlet 
of  *S7.  MarceL 

Continuing  up  the  valley  of  the 
Grermanasoa,  the  house  of'^  the  M. 
Pron,  the  Syndic  of  Marcel,  is  passed; 
1,  singularly  handsome  structure  in 
stich  a   situation.    About  a   league 


above  this  spot  is  the  hamlet  of  Bal- 
s&U;  and  immediately  over  it,  the 
celebrated  Castella,  a  terrace  on  the 
side  of  a  peaked  mountain,  where  the 
Vaudois  entrenched  themselves  under 
Henri  Amaud.  Here  the  little  hand- 
ful of  brave  men,  not  exceeding  from 
600  to  700,  struggled  for  their  father- 
land, and  fought,  for  three  days,  ihp. 
united  armies  of  France  and  Sardinia, 
amounting  to  22,000  men.  When  the 
latter,  however,  found  it  necessary  to 
bring  up  artillery,  which  was  accom- 
plished with  excessive  difiiculty,  the 
heroic  Vaudois,  foreseeing  that  against 
the  cannon  they  could  not  hold  their 
position,  retreated  durine  the  night 
without  losing  a  man;  ana  the  follow- 
ing day,  their  sovereien  of  Sardinia, 
havine  quarrelled  with  his  allies, 
agreea  to  restore  them  to  their  val- 
leys and  their  hearths.  No  history 
exists  so  replete  with  wonderful  ad- 
ventures as  that  of  the  simple  pea- 
sants of  these  valleys,  who  fought 
and  suffered,  and  reconquered,  for 
liberty  of  conscience. 

Above  the  Balsille,  one  of  the 
grandest  assemblages  of  materials  for 
alpine  scen^y  is  to  be  found,  in  cata- 
racts, ravines,  and  mountains:  from 
the  head  of  the  valley  there  is  a  pass 
by  the  Col  du  Piz  to  Pragelas  in  the 
valley  of  Clusone.  The  author  has 
crossed  firom  Pragelas  to  Perouse  in 
one  day,  and  he  ^ows  no  finer  tra- 
verse in  the  Alps,  and  the  panorama 
from  the  col  is  one  of  the  most  sub- 
lime in  the  great  chain. 

Another  pass  between  the  valleys 
of  the  Germanasca  and  the  Clusone 
is  that  by  the  Col  Albergian,  which 
leads  firom  the  Balsille  and  ^e  wild 
valley  and  Alps  above  it  to  Fene- 
streiles. 

From  Perouse  to  the  Balsille,  and 
back  to  Perouse,  may  be  aocompliahed 
easily  in  a  day.] 

The  S.W.  branch  of  the  Val  St 
Martin  is  properly  caUed  the  Val 
Gkrmanasca.  This  in  its  turn  is 
divided  into  2  branches,  the  one  lead- 
ing to  SodorettOf  the  other  to  Pralia, 
From  the  first  there  is  a  pass  leading 
to  Cesanne  (Bte.  160).  From  Pralis 
it  is  possible  to  reach  Cesanne  on  the 
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one  side,  or  Abries  (Rte.  162)  on  the 
other,  bj  the  Col  d' Abries, 

There  is  an  interesting  pass  from 
the  lower  part  of  the  Yal  Germanasca 
to  Pra  del  Tor,  in  the  Yal  Angrogna, 
and  thence  to  La  Tour  de  Lusema.] 

On  Uie  route  from  Perouse  to  Pig- 
nerol  some  fine  quarries  are  passed, 
where  stone  is  raised  for  the  public 
works  of  Turin;  nearly  opposite  to 
these  is  seen  another  of  the  Irotestant 
churches,  St.  Qemumo,  and  the  little 
valley  which  leads  to  Pramol;  still 
further  down  is  the  church  of  Pra- 
rtttfin,  nearly  opposite  to  where  the 
valley  widens,  and  the  road  enters 
upon  the  plains,  through  the  hamlets 
of  Port  and  Abadia,  to 

jPi^(;n0ro/(ItaLPinerolo) — (Jnns:  Co- 
rona, good;  Canon  d'Or).  Pignerol 
'  is  a  strap;^ling  town;  the  old  part, 
on  the  height,  of  narrow  dirty  streets; 
the  ntfto,  TOtween  the  rly.  and  Porte 
de  France,  having  manufactures  of 
cotton,  wool,  &C.,  and  a  large  popula- 
tion, 20,000.  It  was  once  a  strong 
fortress. 

The  Convent  of  St,  Francis  is  partly 
ancient,  and  its  Church  contains  monu- 
ments to  ancestors  of  the  royal  house 
of  Savoy. 

On  the  hill  of  St.  Brigide  are  ruins 
of  a  chapel,  and  of  the  ancient  citadel, 
in  which  the  ** Mania  the  Iron  Mask" 
was  shut  up.  Near  the  Town-hall 
(Palasso  della  Cittik)  are  the  Theatre 
and  a  College. 

EaUvoay  23^  m.;  3  trains  a^day  in 
1  hr.  10  min.  to  Turin;  tibe  stations 
beinsp  Riva,  Piscina,  Avrasca,  None, 
Cancuolo»  Nichelino,  and  Sangone. 


KOUTE  162. 

PIQNEBOL  TO  XOKT   DAUPHDI,   ET  7 
VALLEYS  OF  THE  YAUDGB  AXD  Tt 
OOL  DE  LA  CBOIZ. 


Pjffnerol. 
La  Tour  de 
Bobbio     .     .     « 
OoldeUGrdz  . 
Abrtb     . 
ChAtetodoQiKjna 
Moot  Dui]Ate  . 


> 

at 


From  Pignerol  (Rte.  161)  v^  1* 
Tour  a  diligence  daily;  9  £n?  ^ 
the  route  lies  through  St.  Secucis' 
Bischerasco,  5  m.,  and  3  m.  furtke ' 
the  first  Ptotestant  commune  at 

St,  Giowmni.  Here  a  churcfe  n 
built  while  Piedmont  was  under  c- 
government  of  Napoleon.  Upc-n  t^' 
restoration  of  the  house  of  Sl*^ 
dinia,  tiie  Roman  Catholics,  «&- 
church  is  on  the  other  side  of  a  ur.^ 
stream,  complained  that  tiie  rwxf  ' 
the  Protestants  in  singing  dstor^ ' 
their  devotions,  and  an  oirder  «>* 
given  to  shut  out  the  aboninsxnc  h 
a  laree  barricade  of  wood,  viicb  tit* 
y audois  were  compelled  to  awt  *>■; 
fore  the  door  of  their  chun^  Thi» 
has  now,  however,  dropped  aviv  ^ 
by  bit,  and  littie  remains  of  Uii-  <**'-- 
dence  of  intolerance.  The  choitb  ^ 
of  a  singular  form — a  horse-sbi»— 
but  it  is  not  favourable  to  thepr»^- ' 
or  his  congregation. 

About  a  mfle  beyond  St.  Gion:*. 
through  a  beautiful  countzy,  hca 

La  Tow  (/mu  ;  L'Onrs,  chex  Gtf 
clean  and  good ;  Lion  d'Or.  rk 
Rottier),  the  princi^  town  of  s* 
Protestant  communitiea.  The  n^. 
of  La  Tour  is  known  also  as  the  n> 
of  Lusema  and  the  Yal  Pellioe.  Tk 
handsome  Protestant  Church  wiiti^ 
here  1850,  with  residences  for  v 
clergy  and  professors.  CUmeFalBi^ 
with  oontriDuted  largely  to  it  3* 
British  veteran,  who  loit  his  iet< 
Waterloo,  devoted  34  years  d^^ 
liie  to  improving  the  conditioB  d^ 
Waldenses.  He  lived  among  t^ 
took  a  wife  from  am<mg  thoL  ^ 
churches— more  than  100  tAoA^' 
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them,  and  lies  buried  (1862)  in  the 
churchyard  here. 

An  hospital  has  been  established  for 
the  sick  and  poor  among  the  Protest- 
ants, br  funos  raised  emeflj  in  Hol- 
land, Aussia,  and  England.  In  1837, 
by  the  aid  of  an  anonjmons  gift  from 
England,  of  5000/.  confided  to  the  late 
Rev.  Dr.  GiUy,  a  CoZ/^i^ff  was  established 
here  for  the  education  of  young  men  for 
the  ministry  of  the  Yaudois  churches, 
and  they  ha?e  thus  removed  the  ne- 
cessity which  had  hitherto  existed  of 
sending  them  to  Genera  or  Lausanne. 
This  institution  is  chiefly  endowed 
by  funds  raised  in  foreigpi  countries, 
but  owing  in  a  great  measure  to  the 
liberality,  the  exertions,  and  the  zeal 
for  the  cause  of  the  Yaudois,  of 
General  Beckwith  and  Dr.  GiUy.  A 
large  Boman  Catholic  diurch  has 
been  built  here  for  the  conversion  of 
the  Yaudois,  but  it  has  been  attended 
by  signal  failure.  An  orphanage 
under  English  auspices  has  oeen  in- 
stituted, also  a  normal  schooL 

Within  ^  m.  of  Luserua  a  cotton- 
mill  of  4  stories,  moved  by  water- 
power,  has  been  built  by  a  Swiss 
Company.  Jean  Henri  Tron  is  a  re- 
spectable and  trustworthy  p^ide,  well 
acquainted  with  the  neighbouring 
mountidns.  The  mountaineer  must 
not,  however,  expect  to  find  here 
men  capable  of  aiding  in  difficult  or 
adventurous  excursions. 

No  part  of  the  Alps  for  richness  and 
beauty  in  the  lower  valleys,  and  for 
wild  and  magnificent  scenery  in  the 
defiles  and  mountains,  surpasses  the 
valleys  of  the  Yaudois.  Easy  of  access 
by  railroad  from  Turin  to  Pignerol, 
JjSl  Tour  is  reached  in  2  hrs.  from 
the  latter,  through  a  country  luxu- 
riant in  vegetation.  There  are  good 
inns  at  Ia  Tour,  to  make  head- 
quarters for  excursions ;  and  the 
civility  of  all  classes  to  strangers, 
especially  English,  ought  to  bis  a 
recommendation  to  rambles  in  their 
country.  Of  the  Yaudois  generally, 
but  especially  of  the  mountaineers, 
it  has  been  justly  said,  that  *'thev 
are,  from  ancient  habit,  honest,  civil, 
and  quiet ;  and,  from  their  situation 
and  neoessi^,  simple  and  laborious." 


[One  of  the  most  interesting  excur- 
sions from  La  Tour  is  into  the  valley 
of  Angrognoj  which  is  surrounded  by 
lofty  mountains  and  pasturages.  It 
is  richly  wooded  down  to  the  deep 
defiles  of  its  torrent,  and  presents 
every  variety  of  scenery.  Some  of 
its  wild  scenes  are  associated  wiUi 
the  history  of  the  Yaudois;  as  the 
defiles  or  Barricadea  of  Pra  del  Tor 
(2^  hrs.'  walk  from  La  Tour),  which, 
defended  by  them,  gave  security  to 
their  famibes,  who  sought  refbge 
within  this  grand  and  most  pictur- 
esque defile.  Above  it,  in  tne  re- 
cesses of  these  mountains,  concealed 
from  the  world  for  many  ages,  their 
Barbes,  or  teachers,  imparted  instruc- 
tion, and  fitted  their  pupils  for  the 
ministry.  Every  foot  or  ground  in 
this  valley  is  sacred  in  the  history 
of  this  extraordinary  people.  In  the 
Fra  del  Tor  there  has  lately  been 
erected  a  Boman  Catholic  church,  but 
the  heart  of  the  ▼ftUey  is  not  the  # 
heart  of  the  people.  tW  excursion 
may  be  varied  oy  crossing  directly 
over  the  hill  from  a  little  oelow  the 
Pra  del  Tor  to  St.  Marguerite,  and 
thence  to  La  Tour  (3  hrs/ walk):  the 
whole  excursion  may  be  made  in  hslf 
adar^ 

The  excursion  may  be  varied  by 
following  the  high-road  to  the  village 
of  Angrogua,  which  offers  from  many 
beautuul  points  of  view  the  plains  of 
Piedmont.  The  return  may  oe  made 
through  the  defiles,  or  -on  the  steep 
slopes  that  bound  the  river.  A  day 
given  to  explore  the  Yal  Angrogna 
will  be  remembered  with  pleasure.] 

From  Ia  Tour,  up  the  vaUey  of 
the  FeUioe,  the  road,  widened  for 
carriages  as  &r  as  Bobbio,  but  exe- 
crably rough,  passes  by  the  hamlet 
of  St.  Marguerite,  near  the  rock  of 
Castelluz,  where  is  situated  a  Pro- 
testant church.  Beyond  this  hamlet 
the  ascent  of  the  valley  is  rich  and 
picturesque.  [Opposite  the  village  of 
Villar  a  narrow  glen  opens  to  the  S., 
by  which  Crissolo,  in  tne  head  valley 
of  the  Fo  (Rte.  163),  nuiy  be  reached 
in  5  or  6  hrs.  over  the  ridge  of  the 
Sea  BiancaJ^ 
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2^  hrs.  from  La  Tour 
Bol)bio  is  reached.  No  inn.  A  sta- 
tion of  Sardinian  preposes,  or  dou- 
aniers,  and  a  cafe,  where  Jacques  Rai- 
mond,  a  civil  and  experienced  guide 
for  the  mountains,  maj  be  heard  of. 
Above  Bobbio  there  is  only  a  mule- 
path,  7  hrs.'  walk  to  Abries. 

[From  Bobbio,  a  pass  N.  over  the 
mountain  by  Serra  le  Cruel  and  the 
Col  Julien  leads  to  Pralia  in  6  or  7  hrs. 
From  La  Tour  this  is  a  day's  journey, 
and  few  excursions  offer  more  striking 
scenes  especially  from  the  Col  Julien. 
Nearthe  summit,  4hrs.'  hard  walk  from 
Bobbio,  surmounting  all  the  neigh- 
bouring ridges,  the  Monte  Yiso  ap- 
Sears  so  near  that  the  path  to  the  Col 
e  Yiso,  on  the  side  of  France,  can  be 
distinctly  traced,  ascending  nearly 
due  S.,  beneath  the  precipices  till  it 
turns  abruptly  to  the  £.  at  the  coL 
The  descent  towards  Pralis  is  very 
lone  and  fatiguing,  2  hrs.'  hard  walk. 
Pnuis  consists  of  4  separate  hamlets, 
there  is  no  Inn,  but  at  the  3rd  of 
these  strangers  are  received  kindly  at 
the  pastor's  house,  if  he  has  room. 
From  Pralis  down  the  valley  to  Perosa 
(Rte.  161)  is  4  hrs.  by  a  char  road.1 

On  leaving  Bobbio  a  long  wall  is 
seen,  an  embankment,  or  Breakwater, 
made  to  guard  the  villafi;e  from  the 
inundations  of  the  Pelfice;  it  was 
built  by  a  grant  from  Oliver  Crom- 
well, durine  whose  protectorate  one 
of  those  rearftd  calamities  nearly 
destroyed  Bobbio.  A  little  beyond, 
the  river  is  crossed,  and  the  moun- 
tain ascent  begins;  soon,  on  bending 
to  the  1.,  the  scenery  becomes  wild, 
though  the  bottom  is  still  occupied 
by  water-meadows  scattered  here  and 
there  with  walnut  and  chestnut.  The 
last  view  down  the  valley  towards 
Bobbio  is  very  fine. 

After  a  long  course  amidst  strangely 
situated  hamlets,  where  rocks  and 
trees  of  the  wildest  character  make 
up  a  rapid  succession  of  picturesque 
scenes,  the  paUi  reaches  a  dreary 
mass  of  rocks,  over  which  is  poured 
the  torrent  of  the  Pellice,  and  further 
progress  seems  forbidden.  Up  amidst 
these  fallen  fragments,  however,  a 
path  is  found,  threading  a  deep  ravine, 


in  which  are  the  ruins  of  the  frr 
of  MirabouCf  built  against  the  »!e^ 
escarpments  of  the  moimtaiB,  h  • 
gorge  which  is  utterly  inmsssabJe 
ue  side  opposite  to  the  nrt;  bot 
there  a  patn  on  the  side  ivhere  t*- 
ruins  of  the  fort  stand  tfait  daes  d 
pass  through  its  former  gates  Ti 
fort  was  demolished  after  the  vers  •>' 
the  French  revolution,  in  179& 

[A  little  before  reaching  Minh»-^ 
a  valley  towards  the  rt.  leads  t?'! 
village    of    Abries   by  the    f- 
Malaure^  a  shorter  but  more  <£&-' 
path  than  that  by  the  Col  d- 
Croix.] 

Above  the  fort  Mirabone,  a  ro^-t 
pitched  path  through  a  nanov  •: 
sterile  valley  enters  upon  the  a-: 
dows  of  the  Bergerie  de  Pra  {}  '*■ 
from  Bobbio) — the  highest  haoui: 
the  valley,  situated  in  the  imii>: 
fertile  pasturaees,  where  barkj  -' 
potatoes  are  raised. 

From  the  Bergerie  of  Pm,  vfc*' 
the  Alpine  traveller  may  rest  J  • 
grange  with  more  comfort  thu  i 
many  places  of  much  greater  pn>. 
sion,  he  may  reach  the  Freueh  skft-  < 
Monte  Viso  by  the  Col  de  Serlr.^ 
at  a  much  earlier  hour  thu  t><  t 
Abries  in  the  valley  of  the  Gi 
having  crossed  it,  the  distu*  ^ 
short  to  the  Col  de  la  TraT«>:^i 
and  this  is  the  easiest  detour  b;  -i 
Viso  from  the  Val  de  Pelice  t  - 
valley  of  the  Po. 

The  lovers  of  the  chase  msf^ 
hunter's  accommodation  at  th«  3r* 
gerie  de  Pra.  The  abundance  of  > 
mois  in  the  surrounding  mons'--' 
and  the  fine,  honest  character  '.  ^' 
peasantry  here,  are  great  tempti^s! 
to  its  enjoyment 

The  ascent  to  the  C*A  ^ 
Croix  is  by  a  steep  path,  id»>- 
zigzags  up  the  abrupt  side  of  tb^  ^ 
towaras  Piedmont.  Theoolisrv.^ 
in  1|  hr.  from  the  Bergerie;  as:** 
the  highest  point  (7611  ft)  tbf** 
striking  view  of  the  defile  of  ]Min*;- 
and  Monte  Viso  is  a  noble  objer:  '• 
col  is  nearly  level  for  half  t£  *] 
and  then  the  path,  traversing  ib-  ^ 
of  a  hollow,  gradually  subside^ !  ^ 
valley  of  the  Gnil,  within  th^  rr" 
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torv  of  France.  On  the  col  there  is 
a  block  of  stone  carved  with  the  fleur- 
de-lisy  and  the  cross  of  Savoy,  to  mark 
the  frontier,  and  at  La  Mcnta^  in  the  val' 
lev  of  the  Gail,  a  station  of  the  douane, 
where  travellers  are  examined;  the 
descent  into  France  is  very  gradual; 
traces  of  an  intended  road  surveyed 
under  Napoleon  may  be  seen.  On 
the  rt.,  in  descending,  there  is  a  den, 
miscalled  an  inn,  at  La  Monta ;  thence, 
through  the  hainlet  of  Bistolas,  you 
reach  in  2\  hrs.  from  the  col 

Ahriea  (a  country  Inri,  Etoile,  or 
rhez  Richard;  very  fair  quarters ; 
but  make  your  bargain  and  nx  prices 
betbrehand),  a  town  of  1525  liihab. 
Here  the  torrent  from  Valprevaire 
flows  into  the  Guil,  and  a  path  up 
its  course  leads  to  several  moun- 
tain passes.  Below  Abries  the  road 
through  the  valley  of  the  Guil,  good 
and  passable  for  a  light  caliche, 
passes  the  valleys  in  which  there 
are  still  Protestant  communities,  par- 
ticularly that  of  St  Veran  (Rte.  169), 
in  a  valley  which  joins  from  the  L 
the  valley  of  the  Guil,  at  Ville- 
vielles,  and  the  valley  of  Arvieux, 
which  enters  that  of  the  Guil  near 
Queiras.  To  these,  and  the  Val 
Frasseni^res,  on  the  other  side  of  the 
l>urance,  the  name  of  the  Pays  dc  Neff 
has  been  given,  to  commemorate  the 
services  rendered  to  these  commu- 
nities by  the  Swiss  Protestant  minis- 
ter, who  devoted  his  life  to  renovating 
and  sustaininff  the  religious  worship 
of  the  primitive  Christians  that  had 
existed  in  these  valleys  from  time  im- 
memoriaL  Neff,  like  Oberlin,  the 
good  pastor  of  the  Ban  de  la  Eoche, 
not  omy  promoted  the  religious  faith 
and  practice  of  these  people,  but  esta- 
blished schools,  and  taught  them  affri- 
enlture,  and  the  elements  of  other 
tful  knowledge.    He  died  in  1829. 

IS  name  throughout  these  valleys 
remembered  with  the  deepest  re- 

»rence  and  affection.     2^  hrs.  iiir- 

ler  is 


The  Chdteau  de  Queirasy  finely 
lituated  in  the  valley:  it  is  gar- 
Bsoned,  and  entirely  commands  the 
iass,  and  from  every  point  of  view 

ISwitz.] 


presents  a  most  picturesque  object. 
There  is  a  tolerable  inn  at  Queiras. 

Below  Queiras  a  new  road  is  open 
to  Mont  Dauphin.  The  old  one  skirts 
the  deep  bed  of  the  river  for  a  short 
way,  then  descending  to  the  torrent, 
which  it  crosses,  it  continues  for 
nearly  2  hrs.,  through  a  fine  defile. 
In  some  places  the  mountains  seem 
to  close  m  above  the  traveller;  and 
it  is  often  necessary  to  cross  the  Guil 
to  find  a  path  on  one  side,  which  is 
forbidden  on  the  other  by  projecting 
rocks  or  precipices  of  vast  height : 
some  hamlets  are  passed  in  this  savage 
ravine.  From  some  points  in  the 
path  there  is  a  magnificent  view  of  the 
Mont  Pelvoux,  seen  at  the  head  of  the 
Val  Louise.  At  length  the  road  emerges, 
winds  up  a  steep  and  rugsed  path, 
crosses  the  torrent  of  Seulac,  and 
descends  upon  GuUlestre  (a  very  fair 
Irm^  perhaps  the  best  in  this  part  of 
Dauphine),  a  little  bourg,  lying  on  the 
L  of  the  road  to  Mont  Dauphin,  which 
was  one  of  the  stations,  during  the 
war,  for  Enelish  prisoners. 
'  A  little  below,  the  road  passes  be- 
neath the /ort  of  Mont  Daufhtn^  planned 
Inr  Vauban  and  Catinat,  which  guards 
this  entrance  to  France — a  garrison 
singularly  placed  on  a  precipitous 
rock  of  conglomerate  that  is  nearly 
insulated  at  the  mouth  of  the  Guil 
at  its  confluence  with  the  Durance. 
The  Inn  (Cafi^  du  Nord)  is  good  for 
Dauphine,  but  not  clean  ;  clean  lodg- 
ings and  beds  are  kept  for  the  officers 
of  the  garrison,  and  can  be  engaged 
by  travellers.  For  the  sake  of  these 
it  may  be  worth  while  to  ascend  the 
steep  hiU  on  which  the  fort  stands,  be- 
sides which,  from  the  drawbridge  you 
have  a  fine  view  of  Mont  Pelvoux,  un- 
der Mont  Dauphin.  The  great  route 
from  Marseilles  and  Digne  to  Bri- 
an9on  is  entered;  and  the  course  down 
the  valley  to  Bmbrun  (2  hrs.)  is  by 
an  admirably  formed  and  well-kept 
road.    (See  Handbook  for  France.) 

If  this  excursion  be  commenced 
from  the  side  of  France  the  diligence 
from  Brianyon  to  Gap  will  drop  the 
traveller  at  Mt  Dauphin  (5  or  6 
hrs.  walk  from  Brian9on),  where  an 
omnibus  will  take  him  on  to  Guillestre. 
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There  he  can  hire  a  one-horse  calfeche 

for  Abries,  stopping  at  Queiras  to  rest 

and  dine.     Time:  Briancon  to  GuU- 

lestre,  4*  hrs.    G.  to  Atees   6  hrs.. 

exclusive  of  stops.    Avoid  malang  **^® 

lourney  between  the  1st  and  21st  ot 

July,  tliat  being  ihe  time  allowed  by 

the  French  Government  for  cutting 

wood  in  the  foreste— the  horses  are 

then  aU  employed,  and  the  char^  for 

them  is  exorbitant :  indeed  it  is  so 

at  all  times. 


ROUTE  163. 

MONT  DAUPHIN  TO  SALUZZO,  BY  THE  OOL 
DE  LA  TRAVER8BTTB, 

Time  steady  walking  from  Mont 
Dauphin  to  Queyras  is  A  hrs.  through 
amagnificent  ravine,good  road;  thence 
to  Abries  2*  hrs.,  scene^  tamer;  and 
to  the  col  5  hrs.  more.  The  char-road 
ceases  at  La  Monta.  From  thence  to 
Crissolo,  in  the  valley  of  the  Po,  the 
pass  is  only  for  pedestrians. 
From  Mont  Dauphin  to  Abries(Rte. 

After  passing  Ristolas  and  ascend- 
ing the  valley  of  the  Guil   to    La 
Monta— where  the  path  to  the  Col 
de  la  Croix  turns  off  to  the  L— the 
route  to  the  Monte  Viso  continues  up 
the  valley  to  the  highest  village.  La 
Chalpe,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  above 
La  Monta.     At  La  Chalpe  guides 
may  be  obtained  for  excursions  either 
across  the  Monte  Viso  to  Saluzsso,  or 
into  the  valleys  and  recesses  of  Monte 
Viso. 

The  valley  of  the  GuU  above 
Abries  is  narrow  and  savage :  bare 
and  precipitous  escarpments  descend 


to    the    torrent,  and    form    Jte  ^ 
boundary :    the  bed  of  the  Gwi^ 
filled   with  enormous    rocks.      1  je 
path  to  the  col  ascends  above  tl* 
rt  bank  over  steep    acclivities  acd 
pasturages  abounding  in  rare  punts. 
Ibove  these  the  head  of  t*»^  »f  *« 
Viso  is  continually  presented  fiBang 
the  open  space  in  the  view,  fonn^  bv 
the  sides  of  the  vaUey  of  the  m- 
The  highest  chalet,  probably  nmij 
8000  ft.  above  the  sea,  formerlT  n- 
forded  a  very  tolerable  refuge  fe » 
night  or  two  to  a  mountain  traveSe. 
but  the  roof  fell  in  during  the  spnii 
of  1860,  owing  to  the  weight  of  ffi3». 
and  the  only  other  hut,  occupied  by  - 
or  3  shepherds,  has  a  deterring  aspect 
From  this  point  an  active  pedesma 
may  reach  Bobbio»  in  the  TaUey  ;i 
the  PelUoe,  in  5  hrs.,  and  Ia  Toot  fr 
Lusema  in  7  bra.  (Bte.  162>    AboT- 
the  ruined  Bergerie  du  Honviao  tb* 
pasturages  are  at  length  left  «»^ 
ascent  Bes  over  a  road  r»d«Jy.I*'*^ 
with  large  rough  stones.     This  U- 
been  several  times  repcdred  s>  as  ' 
enable  mules  to  y  ass,  but  fresh  dasiar 
is  constantly  arising  fiwm  tlie  artwa 
of  the  elements,   and    dunng  »i2Ct 
summers  the  snow  lies  low  oa  bott 
sides  of  the  pass.    The  paved  Toad 
reaches  to  the  Oallery  of  tfe  Trr  • 
sette,  pierced  through  the  moiuto- 
250  feet  below  the  crest.    Its  entttt-^- 
long  closed  by  the  fallen  debris  «  ^ 
precipices  which  overhang  the  ja* 
has  been  cleared  of  all  obstacka,  o- 
opened  out  so  as  to  render  this  ^^ 
easy  to  ordinary  pedestrians.     *- 
tunnel  is  250  ft,  long,  10  ft.  IngK  *^- 

10  ft.  wide. 
Documents  existing  at  Salucesiff " 

that  the  Periuis  d»  Viso^  m  tc^ 

below  the  col,  vas  execoted.  >*■ 

by  Ludovico  L,  Marquis  of  Sal=«^ 

who>  with  a  spirit  beyond   hii  «^ 

undertook  this    extraordinary  '* 

for  the  cOTimercial  interests  f -  ^ 

people,  by  making  a  route  three  ^ 

shorter  than  any  other  frcwn  S*J* 

to  Dauphin€.    By  treaty  with  ^"■ 

king  of  JProvence,  who  contribas^;  • 

wards  the  expenses  on  his  side  ^  ^ 

mountain*  this  road  was  opened  x  "* 


Piecf'  ^  Saooy. 

ceive  firom  France,  by  laden  mules, 
salt,  drapery,  and  metal  wares,  in  re- 
turn for  nut-oil,  wine,  rice,  and  flax 
from  the  marquisate  of  Saluces.  By 
means  of  this  gallery,  and  the  roaJs 
constructed  as  approaches,  this  inter- 
course was  open  6  or  8  months  in  the 
year.  The  gallery  was  begun  in  1478, 
and  was  completed  in  1 480 ; — an  extra- 
ordinary work  to  accomplish  in  that 
time,  as  the  excavators  could  only 
labour,  at  that  height  above  the  sea 
level,  about  4  or  5  months  in  the 
year. 

This  gallery  has  frequently  been 
buried  under  rocks  descending  from 
above— in  1620, 1676, 1798, 1812, 1823 
—and  the  fallen  masses  were  removed 
by  the  people  of  the  communes  on 
either  side  of  the  mountain.  It  is 
liable  to  be  closed  by  snow  after  severe 
winters. 

The  passage  is  once  more  free, 
and  is  greatly  facilitated  by  the  gal- 
lery ;  ror,  though  the  perpendicular 
height  saved  is  not  300  it,  this  is  the 
most  difficult  part. 

From  the  col  the  view  down  the 
valley  of  Uie  Po,  and  over  the  plains  of 
Piedmont,  is  pre-eminently  beautiful. 
This  vast  expanse,  seen  from  a  height 
of  very  nearfy  10,000  Eng.  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  sea,  commands  a  view 
over  an  extent  of  100  miles  to  the 
horizon.    The  rocks  and  vast  preci- 
pices  in  the  foreCTound  and  on  the 
col,  th0  deep  subsidences  of  the  moun- 
tains which  bound  the  valley  of  the 
Fo  Inmiediately  below  the  observer, 
till  tbey  sink  lower  and  lower  into 
the  plains,  are  most  impressive.    On 
the  plain,  bright  but  indistinct  masses 
marK  the  positions  of  the  towns  and 
cities  of  Piedmont  within  the  view, 
and    this    indistinctness,    contrasted 
with  the  sharp  and  defined  forms  of 
the  enormous  peak  of  the  Viso,  rising 
yet   3000  feet  higher  than  the  spot 
on  Tvfaich  the  observer  stands,  and  in 
close    proximity,   produce   an  inde- 
scribable efiBect  upon  his  mind  and 
feelinffSy  making  tnis  one  of  the  most 
magnificent  and  sublime  scenes   in 
the  world. 

In  order  to  gain  a  prospect  of  the 
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range  of  Alps  towards  the  north,  the 
traveller  must  descend  a  little  towards 
Italy,  and  then  mount  an  eminence 
on  the  1.  which  before  obscured  that 
part  of  the  chain :  but  this  is  only 
recommended  to  those  who  have  time 
to  spare,  which  few  have  who  wish  to 
gain  Paesana  on  the  side  of  Italy,  or 
Abries  in  France,  as  resting-places 
for  the  night. 

The  traveller  who  would  enjoy  this 
view  should  leave  Abries  so  as  to  be 
on  the  Col  de  Viso  by  10  o'clock  or 
earlier.  This  can  only  be  made  cer- 
tain by  starting  soon  after  4  in  the 
morning  from  Abries,  or  better  still, 
by  sleeping  at  La  Monta,  or  at  one  of 
the  chalets  higher  up  in  the  valley: 
before  mid-day  vapours  rise  in  the 
plains  and  the  valley  of  the  Po, 
and  obscute  the  prospect  The 
Chalet  of  La  Trouchet  lies  in  the 
bottom  of  the  valley  near  where  it 
is  quitted  to  ascend  the  col;  here 
clean  straw  or  hay  may  be  had 
to  sleep  upon,  and  ewe's  milk  curd 
for  food.  The  chalet  is  situated  half 
way  in  time  between  Abries  and  the 
col,  2}  hrs.  from  each. 

The  col  is  a  mere  ridge,  so  narrow 
that  it  is  traversed  in  a  few  paces. 
On  it  are  the  remains  of  a  reaoubt; 
and  during  the  wars  of  the  Bevo- 
lution  many  struggles  were  made  and 
skirmishes  fought  for  the  possession 
of  this  position. 

Some,  with  no  better  foundation 
than  the  fact  that  the  plains  of  the 
Po  could  be  seen  from  the  col,  have 
supposed  that  this  was  the  route  of 
Hannibal;  but  the  same  authority 
that  records  his  having  shown  the 
plains  to  his  army  states  tJiat  the 
army  encamped  on  the  summit,  and 
waited  three  days  for  stragglers. 
Here,  100  men  could  not  have  en«- 
camped,  and  the  pass  must  ever  have 
been  impracticable  to  elephants,  and 
even  horses.., 

Down  a  steep  and  difficult  path  the 
traveller  has  to  proceed  towards  the 
valley  of  the  Po;  but  there  is  nothing 
about  the  pass  that  would  strike  even 
an  inexperienced  traveller  as  dan** 
gerous. 

z2 
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About  1000  ft  below  the  col  a 
mass  of  rock  is  turned  abruptly,  and 
on  die  rt  there  lies  a  scene  unsur- 
passed for  the  immensity  of  the  ob- 
jects above,  below,  and  around  the 
obserTer.  On  looking  up  to  the  rt., 
one  of  the  peaks  of  Monte  Viso 
rises,  in  all  its  magnificence,  on  one 
side  of  a  deep  valley,  in  which  are 
seen  some  litUe  dark  uJces,  the  sources 
of  the  Fo,  which  below  them  is  seen 
to  trickle  in  a  silver  line  down  the 
black  rocks,  from  the  base  of  the  Viso 
into  the  valley  beyond.  Nothing  can 
exceed  the  impression  of  solitude  and 
subUmity  made  by  this  scene.  At 
length,  however,  the  wildness  of  the 
scene  is  passed,  and  vegetation  is  soon 
after  reached  in  a  beautiful  little  pi&in 
covered  with  the  richest  herbage.  This 
spot  is  called  the  Piano  del  lie ;  in  it 
there  is  a  delicious  fountain,  from  which 
the  traveller  rarely  fails  to  quaff. 

A  short  descent  from  the  Piano  del 
Be  leads  to  another  little  plain,  the 
Piano  di  Fiorenza,  so  named  from  its 
beautiful  flowers,  with  which  it  is  en- 
amelled. Nearly  2  m.  below  is  the 
first  handet,  Piana  MaUse^  a  name 
derived  from  the  forest  of  larches 
which  is  near  it.  The  wretched  ap- 
pearance of  its  inhabitants  is  sicken- 
ing :  here  is  the  station  of  the  Sar- 
dinian douane.  About  3  m.  further 
down  the  valley  is  the  highest  village, 
Crissohf  formerly  notorious  for  its 
wretched  accommodation.  There  is 
now  a  tolerable  Inn  at  the  lowest  of 
the  hamlets  in  the  commune.  It  is 
several  decrees  better  than  the  moun- 
tain inns  lound  in  Dauphin^ 

Below  Crissolo  there  are  some  fine 
wild  scenes  in  the  vaUev  of  the  Po ; 
and  after  having  passed  the  confluence 
of  the  Lenta  with  the  Po,  the  village 
of  Oncino  is  seen  in  a  striking  situa- 
tion between  the  two  rivers.  From 
Oncino,  the  view  of  the  valley  of  the 
Po,  and  the  plains  of  Piedmont,  is 
singularly  fine.  The  Inhabitants  of 
Oncino  had  some  celebrity  as  bri- 
gands ;  at  least  their  neighliours  gave 
them  that  character. 

Professor  Forbes  made  an  interest- 
ing excursion  round  Monte  Viso  in 
1829.     Instead  of  descending  to  the 


I 


asturages  on  the  side  of  Piedmont, 
e  skirted,  on  the  eastern  side,  tbe 
middle    height  of  the  Monte  Vises 
and  passing  the  little  dark  lakes,  the 
sources  of  the  Po,  ascended  tiievallfT 
under  the  Viso,  which  runs  nearik 
parallel    to    the   great   chain;   u^ 
crossing  the   col    that   divides   tfe 
valley    from  that   of  Ponte,    wbio 
leads  down  to  Castel  Delfino,  aid 
ascending  on  the  rt  from  the  Tsl 
de  Ponte,  recrossed  the  main  chs:s 
by  the  Col  de  Coulaon  on  the  Vi. 
shoulder  of  the    Monte   Viso«    asH 
thence  descended  into  the  valley  ff 
the  Guil,  having   made  a  complete 
circuit  of  the  mountain;   bat  it  wa$^ 
accomplished  only  with  excessive  fa- 
tigue and  difficulty. 

Now  that  there  is  tolerable  accoia- 
modaUon  at  Crissolo  the  best  way  ij 
make  the  tour  is  to  take  a  ^ide  frcmi 
that  village  and  cross  the  ndge  sept- 
rating  the  Po  from  the  upper  part  of  th^- 
Val  di  Valhmte  (Bte.  165^  keepii^ 
as  high  up,  and  as  near  to  the  main 
mass  of  Monte  Viso,  as  possible:  froa 
thence  an  active  mountaineer  mi^ 
cross    the  Col  di  Vallante   to   the 
Bergerie,  and  from  thence  retain  u« 
the  valley  of  the  Po  by  the  TH^€t- 
sette,  all  in  the  same  day,  but  it  mxmA 
be  a  severe  day's  work. 

Paescma  is  distant  fh>m  Crissol' 
about  3  hrs.  It  is  a  large  town  wirb 
5000  Inhab.  Here  there  is  a  yerr  td^ 
rable  inn.  Desiderio  king  of  clr* 
Lombards,  who  was  defeated  by  Char- 
lemagne, and  kept  prisoner  for  a  loc; 
time  at  Vienne,  m  Dauphin^    w«» 

Sermitted  at  last  to  take  up  his  res- 
ence  at  Paesana.    From  Paesana  i 
tolerable  road  branches  off  to 

Barge — (Inn:  Lion  d'Or,  good  &»' 
cheap) — and  passes  through  a  bean:.' 
ful  and  rich  country,  by  Bibbiena  as: 
St  Giovanni,  to  Lucema  and  La  To'^ 
(Rte.  134). 

From  Paesana  to  Saluces  is  abi'^ 
17  m.,  passing  through  the  town  of 

Sanfront  (Inhab.  above  5000)  aiJ 
the  villages  of  Gambasca  and  Mir 
tiniana.    At  the  latter,   the    valW. 


Pi«f"  ^  Savoi/, 
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which  had  widened  to  the  plains  from 
Paesana,  is  altogether  left  dy  the  tra- 
Toiler  and  the  remaining  distance  of 
6  or  7  m.,  after  skirting  the  moun- 
tain, enters  npon  the  plain,  oyer  a 
lerel  road,  to 

Saluces  (ItaL  Salazzo*)  (Inns:  H.  da 
Coq;  Coiironne;  Armes  ae  Savoie),  a 
town  of  15,814  Inhab.  Not  much  to 
be  seen  here.  Cathedral,  1480.  The 
old  Casth  of  the  Marquises  of  Saluces, 
above  the  town,  is  now  a  prison. 
Fine  view  from  its  terrace.  In  one  of 
the  squares,  a  statue  of  Silvio  Pellico, 
author  of  *  Mie  Prig^oni,'  bom  here 
1789.  Fine  fruits— peaches,  fi|:s.  lUv. 
hence  to  Turin  by  Savighano  in 
Ifhr. 


ROUTE  165. 

ABRI&  TO  CONEO,  BY  ViX  VRAITA 
OB  YAL  1CAIRA« 

This  route  leads  through  very 
beautiful  scenery,  which  has  been 
much  neglected  by  tourists,  and  the 
pass  of  Vallante  presents  some  grand 
and  striking  scenes.  The  Monte 
Viso  juts  out  towards  Italy  from  the 
main  chain  of  the  Cottian  Alps  in  the 
form  of  a  bastion,  the  acute  inner 
angle  of  which  belongs  to  France, 
and  sends  its  waters  to  the  GuiL 
The  N.E.  hce  of  the  bastion  rises 
above  the  head  of  the  valley  of  the 
]'o,  while  the  S.  face  sends  its  waters 
through  various  secondary  valleys  to 
the  YaX  Vraita. 

The  summit  of  Monte  Yiso  being 
considered  the  salient  sngle  of  the 
bastion,  the  pass  of  the  Traversette 
lies  to  the  N.W.,  the  Col  di  Vallante, 
immediately  W.  of  the  summit,  cross- 
ing the  S.  face  of  the  bastion. 

From  Abri^)  to  a  short  dist(ince 


below  the  Bergerie  de  Monviso  the 
route  is  the  same  as  in  Rte.  163.  At 
that  point,  instead  of  turning  up  to 
the  1.,  the  main  valley  is  followea  for 
^  hr.  towards  the  highest  peak  of  the 
mountain.  The  scenery  here  is  very 
impressive.  The  head  of  the  valley 
forms  a  sort  of  amphitheatre ;  in  the 
nearly  level  bottom  snow  lies  for  9  or 
10  months  of  the  year;  and  around, 
especially  towards  the  highest  part  of 
the  mountain,  precipitous  faces  of 
rock  idtemate  with  steep  shelving 
slopes  covered  with  perpetual  snow 
In  spite  of  the  great  neight  of  Monte 
Yiso  (12,586  ft.)»  ^^^^^  ^"^  small 
glaciers  of  the  second  order  are  formed 
about  it,  partly  because  of  its  extreme 
steepness,  partly  because  the  climate 
is  very  sensibly  warmer  than  that  of 
Switzerland  or  northern  Piedmont 

The  ascent  to  the  Col  de  Vallante 
commences  up  a  mass  of  very  steep 
debris  mingled  with  snow  at  the  base 
of  some  vertical  rocks.  It  will  be 
advisable  to  take  one  of  the  shepherds 
from  the  last  chAlets  to  show  the  way, 
as  it  may  very  easily  be  missed. 
Above  the  debris  is  an  extensive  snow 
ridge,  over  which  the  course  bears 
somewhat  to  the  rt  or  £.  of  S.,  till 
the  traveller  suddenly  finds  himself  on 
the  upper  margin  of  a  steep  hollow 
channel,  or  couloir,  the  bottom  of 
which  is  filled  with  snow. 

The  descent,  though  steep,  presents 
no  difficulty  to  a  practised  moun- 
taineer, nor  will  he  reouire  a  guide 
beyond  the  summit  Care  must  be 
taken  to  keep  to  the  rt  side  of  the 
ravine  which  commences  below  the 
snow-slopes.  The  summit  of  the  Col 
di  Vallante  is  about  the  height  of  the 
Traversette,  or  nearly  10,000  £ng.  ft; 
and  the  vertical  height  descended  to 
reach  the  highest  cn&lets  in  Vol  di 
Vallante  must  be  very  considerable. 
At  these  chalets  of  Ponte  a  hospitable 
old  man  will  give  shelter  for  the  night, 
with  milk,  cneese,  &c.,  to  tired  tra- 
veller; and  for  those  making  the  tour 
of  Monte  Viso,  these  (quarters,  how- 
ever poor,  are  convenient  Care  is 
necessary  to  avoid  mistakes  arising 
from  the  name  Ponte  being  applied 
to  several   difierent  places  in   this 
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neighbonrhood.  The  principal  place 
80  named  is  Ponte  Chianaley  the  chief 
village  in  the  S.  branch  of  the  Val 
Vraita.  The  small  hamlet  of  Castel- 
ponte,  2  hrs.  below  Ponte  Chianale,  at 
the  junction  of  the  Val  di  Vallante 
with  the  Val  de  Chianale,  is  also 
called  Ponte;  and  the  chalets  above 
spoken  of  bear  the  same  name. 

A  short  distance  below  the  chalets 
trees  beg^n  to  appear,  and  the  scenery 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  Val  di  Val- 
lante  is  very  beautiful,  the    charm 
being  enhanced  hy  its  contrast  with  < 
the  bare  and  sayae^e  character  of  the  I 
higher  yalleys  of  Monte  Viso.    From  i 
Castelponte  there  is  a  rough  mule-  | 
path  to  Casteldelfino;  but  there  are 
footpaths  which  make  the  way  shorter 
and  pleasanter  to  the  pedestrian.     In 
9  brs.  from  Abrics  the  traveller  reaches 

Casteldelfino,  the  chief  village  of  the 
upper  Val  Vraita,  containing  a  poor 
Inn;  the  landlord  is  blind;  but  though 
not  to  be  reconmiended,  it  is  better 
than  similar  places  in  Dauphin^  The 
position  is  very  beautiful;  and  if  the 
accommodation  were  better,  it  would 
be  an  excellent  place  for  headquarters. 
The  Val  Vraita,  which  runs  due  E. 
for  20  m.  from  hence  to  Venasca, 
where  it  opens  out  into  the  plain  of 
Piedmont,  differs  in  character  from 
the  neighbouring  valleys.  Being  less 
contracted,  it  has  fine  open  pastures, 
extensive  pine-forests  on  the  slopes 
of  the  mountains,  and  some  tillage  in 
the  bottom  of  the  valley.  Above  Cas- 
teldelfino it  is  separated  into  two 
branches  by  the  ridge  descending 
from  the  Qran  Sioburent,  11,000  ft.  in 
height,  the  highest  peak  in  the  chain 
S.  of  Monte  Viso.  The  N.  branch,  or 
Val  di  Chianale,  leads  by  the  Col  del 
Agnello  to  Queiras  in  the  valley  of  the 
Guil  (kte.  162),  or  by  the  Colde  Longet 
to  Barcelonette,  through  the  valley  of 
the  Ubaye  (Rte.  169).  Both  t£ese 
passes  are  nearly  9000  ft  in  height, 
xhe  S.  branch,  or  Val  di  Belhno, 
communicates  by  several  passes  with 
the  valley  of  the  Ubaye.  There  is  a 
char-road  from  Casteldelfino  to  Sam" 
pcyre,  about  10  m.,  the  chief  village 
in  Val  Vraita,    and   from    thence 


to  Venasca,  10  m.  farther.  Tliis  u 
distant  about  10  m.  either  from  Sa- 
Inzzo,  or  from  the  stat  of  Maddalsu 
on  the  rly.  from  Turin  to  Cuneo. 
Those  who  are  not  pressed  for  tijH. 
and  who  wish  to  see  more  of  dis 
portion  of  the  Alps,  will  cro^  ^ 
ridge  S.  of  Castelaelfino,  8ep«nita? 
the  valleys  of  Vraita  and  Maira.  Tb.- 
ascent  to  the  OA  di  Eha  is  T«rr 
beautiful,  partly  through  pine-{bre»t 
partly  through  open  pastures  covert^ 
with  rare  ana  beautinil  alpine  plaji:.^ 
It  is  but  a  slight  detour  to  ascesi 
nearly  due  S.,  reaching  the  ridge  & 
little  to  the  E.  of  the  actual  ooL  Tu- 
views  in  the  ascent,  and  from  ti^ 
summit,  are  very  beautifuL  Hos:^ 
Viso  is  of  course  the  most  oonspif-> 
ous  object,  but  in  many  other  direc- 
tions rupied  ranges  are  seen,  whoe^ 
very  existence  is  unknown  to  tk 
generality  of  alpine  travellers.  ^T. 
of  the  col  is  a  fine  rocky  peak,  tk^ 
Pelvo  di  Elva,  just  10,000  ft.  m  heigfc'. 
which  must  command  a  still  fizKr 
view.  From  the  summit  (probabjv 
about  7000  ft  in  height)  thve  is  a 
path  leading  down  to  a  small  das&er 
of  very  poor  houses,  at  the  head  of 
a  ravine  which  runs  down  doe  S.  to 
the  main  valley.  like  the  Val  Hsin 
itself,  these  tributary  valleys  c^ 
ravines  are  all  extremely  steep  as^ 
abrupt,  so  that  it  is  a  matter  of  labour 
and  difficulty,  often  an  imposaihilir'- 
to  cross  them.  It  is  theretore  nece^ 
sary  to  decide  in  time  whether  t^ 
traveller  intends  to  steer  for  Pr.<. 
or  Prazzoy  the  highest  village  in  Vs 
Maira,  where  toferable  ouarteTs  &"' 
to  be  found,  or  whether  he  propc^c- 
to  reach  on  the  same  day  S.  I^unjar... 
at  the  lower  end  of  the  valley.  I' 
either  case  a  considerable  detour  r- 
rendered  necessary  by  the  extraz 
steepness  of  all  the  slopes  of  tl 
mountains.  The  course  to  P^siss  I^ 
to  the  rt.  of  the  main  ravine;  tha:  * 
Stroppo,  the  first  village  in  theT> 
Maira,  after  a  steep  descent,  bes^ 
away  to  the  1.  by  the  village  of  I> 
The  scenery  throughout  bears  ccc- 
parison  with  many  districta  of  ^ 
greater  celebrity;  and  the  view  of  r£' 
ranges  of  the  Maritime  Alps,  fros  i 
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projecting  eminence,  which  must  be 
crossed  by  a  short  ascent  from  the 
village  01  Elva,  is  one  of  the  most 
striking  in  this  part  of  the  Alps. 
Stroppo  lies  more  than  a  thousand 
feet  lower  than  Casteldelfino,  yet  the 
river  runs  in  a  deep  ravine  below 
which  it  has  cut  out  of  the  yielding 
strata.  Stroppo  has  a  very  small  Inn, 
of  which,  owing  to  the  landlord's  ab- 
sence, the  writer  was  unable  to  see 
the  interior.  At  the  next  village, 
Alma^  there  are  two  Inns,  both  very 
mean,  so  that  it  is  better  to  push  on 
to  S.  Damiano,  about  3  hrs.  from 
Stroppo.  The  walk  should,  if  pos- 
sible, he  taken  either  early  or  late,  as 
it  is  oppressively  hot  during  the  day- 
time. Yet  it  would  be  a  loss  to  pass 
such  beautiful  scenery  in  the  dark; 
and  the  track  is  so  extremely  rough 
that  it  would  be  disagreeable,  and 
even  dangerous  in  places  where  it  is  a 
mere  narrow  shelf  cut  out  of  a  pre- 
cipitous slope. 
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Sen  Damicmo  is  a  laree  and  thriving 
village,  with  a  very  fair  Inn,  where  a 
one-horse  vehicle  may  be  hired,  which 
will  reach  the  rly.  stat.  at  Cuiieo  in 
about  3  hrs.,  passing  through  the  fine 
country  town  of  Dronero. 


ROUTE  166. 

CUNEO  TO  EMBRUN,  BT  THE  COL  D*AR- 
OEHTIERB  AND  BABCELONETTE. 

The  Stura,  one  of  the  largest  afflu- 
ents of  the  Po,  which  the  traveller  to 
Nice  crosses  near  Cuneo,  or  Coni,  issues 
from  an  open  valley  opposite  to  St. 
Dalmazio,  where  the  hign  road  to  Nice 
is  left,  and  the  course  up  the  valley 
of  the  Stura  is  by  a  very  good  road 
for  a  light  carriage,  which  extends  as 
far  as  Venadio— greatly  fiusilitating; 
the  intercourse  wiw  this  place,  which 
is  the  principal  bourg  in  the  vallev, 
and  offering  a  temptation  to  invalids 
to  visit  the  minenil  springs  in  the 
neighbourhood,  which  are  much  fre- 
quented. The  distance  from  St  Dal- 
mazio to  Venadio  is  nearly  8  leagues. 
In  ascending  the  valley,  the  first 
hamlet  is  that  of  St.  Martino;  soon 
after  passing  it  the  Stura  appecurs  in 
its  deep  course  in  the  valley;  and  be- 
yond it,  rising  abruptly  amidst  some 
pinnacled  rocks  and  precipices,  lies 
the  village  of  Rocca  Sparviera.  Fran- 
cis L  in  his  invasion  of  Italy  (1515) 
despatched  a  column  of  cavalry  under 
Bayard  from  Brian^on  by  the  Cols  de 
Sestridre  and  Argenti^re,  paths  where 
a  horse  had  seldom  passed  before, 
which,  descending  suddenly  the  rocks 
of  Kocca  Sparviera,  surprised  the 
Papal  ^neral  Prosper  Colonna  at 
table  in  villa  Franca,  near  the  head- 
water of  the  Po,  and  made  him  pri- 
soner, with  a  band  of  700  knights,  his 
followers,  so  suddenly  that  he  asked 
if  they  had  dropped  m>m  the  clouds. 

Soon  after  passing  Bocca  Sparviera 
the  road  winds  down  to  the  river, 
crosses  the  Stura,  and  continues  on 
its  left  bank  almost  throughout  the 
valley.  The  cultivated  la^d  which 
borders  the  Stura  is  very  rich  and 
luxuriant :  the  chestnut  trees  are  of 
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great  magnitude;  and  the  fbrms  of 
the  mountainB  which  bound  the  valley 
are  highly  picturesque. 

About  4  leagues  nrom  StDalmazio 
the  traveller  reaches 

Dement  (^Tfm:  Meur  de  Lys,  poor). 
A  town  formerly  remarkable  ror  its 
fort,  which  guarded  the  valley  of  the 
Stura   and  the  conmiunication  with 
France  by  the  Col  d*Argenti^re  ;  it 
was  built  by  Charles  Emanuel  L  in 
the  16th  cent.,  upon  the  ruins  of  an 
old  castle  which  had  been  razed  by 
the  Austrians  in  1559.    It  has  been 
memorable  for  its  sieges  in  almost 
every  war  between  France  and  Sar- 
dinia.   In  that  of   1744,  when  the 
Spanish   and  French    armies,   com- 
manded by  the  infant  Don  Philip  and 
the  Prince  of  Conde,  invaded  Pied- 
mont, they  forced  the  narrow  pass  of 
the  Barricades,  descended  the  valley 
of  the  Stura,  and  took  the  fort  of 
Demont  by  the  use  of  red-hot  shot. 
Afterwards  they  besieged  Coni,  and 
fought  a  battle  which  uiey  won  from 
Charles  Emanuel  IIL,  who  succeeded, 
however,  in  throwing  supplies  into 
the    city,  which  was   gallantly   de- 
fended.   After  a  long  and  tedious  in- 
vestment, the  storms  of  autumn  and 
the  want  of  supplies — which  were  cut 
off  by  the  Piedmontese  peasantry — 
compelled  the  allies  to  raise  the  siege 
and  recross  the  Alps  towards  the  latter 
end  of  November,  when  they  suffered 
the   severest   privations    m>m    cold, 
hunger,  and  latigue.     Though  pur- 
sued by  the  troops,  assailed  by  the 
peasants,  and  exposed  to  storms,  yet 
they  returned  to  France,  over  frozen 
roads,  and  through  deep  snow,  with 
all  their  artillery,  and  with  a  few  guns 
taken  from  their  enemies, — the  miser- 
able trophies  for  which  they  had  sacri- 
ficed thousands  of  lives  and  millions 
of  treasure  :  on  their  way  they  de- 
stroyed the  fort  of  Demont    It  was 
again  restored,  but  finally  demolished 
in  1801  ;  when  Piedmont  having  be- 
come a  part  of  France,  the  forts  that 
guarded  the  defiles  on  the  frontiers 
of  Danphiny  were  razed.    Since  the 
restoration  of  Piedmont  the  recon- 
struction of  many  has  been  contem- 


plated, some  begun,  and  this  am@^g 
them.  The  mound  iipoii  which  cK« 
ruins  stand  is  situatea  in  the  mld& 
of  the  valley, — the  rirer  passing  (m 
one  side  and  the  road  on  the  otkr. 
From  Demont  to 

Venadio,  the  scenery  is,  in  imr 
places,  highly  picturesquew^-«  cbsa 
tor  which  it  is  much  indebted  to  ^ 
magnificent  old  trees  which  form  (m- 
grounds  to  beautiful  viefws  of  ^ 
river  and  the  mountains;  and  tbs^ 
are  heightened  by  the  festoons  v*: 
vines  and  gourds  which  decorate  'i^ 
branches.  From  the  town  of  Vena& 
the  scene  down  the  valley  is  very  fiv. 
Here  it  is  necessary  to  leare  the  chsr: 
but  mules  may  be  hired  for  continuir^* 
the  journey  up  the  valley,  and  acrc-w 
the  Argentidre  into  France.  Aboe: 
an  hour  above  Yenadio  ac  a  pl»» 
caUed  Plande,  a  ravine,  i¥itli  a  ar- 
cade at  its  entrance,  joins  the  vaUr 
on  the  left.  In  this  ravine,  at  1:1 
hour's  walk  from  Plancie,  are  the 
Baths  of  Venadio — a  very  humble  sad 
sequestered  establishments  Tbe  n- 
vine  which  leads  to  them  is  m  sob^ 
places  very  grand,  and  abomdi  i& 
cascades  both  above  and  bcfew  tiie 
baths. 

Above  Venadio  the  change  is  rap: 
to  wild  and  Alpine  scenery,  Tarvi££ 
from  a  road  by  the  stream  which' rip- 
ples through  quiet  meadows,  to  nar- 
row paths  which  overhang  the  cocrv 
of  the  torrent — a  course  too  narrjv 
in  the  ravine  for  a  path  by  the'  rivvr 
it  is  therefore  carried  on  ledges  of  ^ 
precipices  above,  and  forms,  in  scar 
places,  fearful  mule-paths  for  the  in- 
veller's  ascent  of  the  valley.  SoLi 
scenes  are  observed  near  SfiBtmhorc: 
Above  are  the  villages  of  Pied  i* 
Port  and  Pont  Bemarao.  At  a  pl»^ 
called  the  Barricades — a  narrow  i*.- 
file,  where  defences  of  the  valley  vier> 
formerly  erected,  and  which  was  ofut 
the  scene  of  desperate  conflicts — u* 
road  is  carried  along  a  shelf  of  rvci 
above  the  river,  and  has  been  cot  tn- 
of  the  precipices  which  darken  la^ 
overhang  the  ravine,  and  olTer  tf 
almost  impregnable  barrier  to  i^ 
passage  or  the  valley.     Abore  ci^ 
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Barricades  the  road,  or  rather  path, 
lies  amidst  the  dibria  of  the  mountains 
i^hichboand  the  valley,  and  offer  a 
scene  of  wild  desolation.  Above  it 
lie  the  villages  of  Praynard  and  Ber- 
sesio  ;  the  latter  is  the  principal  place 
between  the  Barricades  and  the  Col 
d'Areentidre.  Here  accommodation 
may  oe  found,  after  a  long  day's  jour- 
ney from  Coni,  preparatory  to  another 
from  Bersesio,  across  the  mountain  to 
Barcelonette. 


Bersesio,  about  4  hrs.  from  Venadio, 
has  a  very  tolerable  mountain  Inn. 
Above  this  village  the  scenery  is  wild 
and  rugged,  the  mountains  presenting 
a  thousand  pinnacles  of  rocK,  blighted 
and    scathed.      Still,  in  the  valley, 
barley  is  cultivated,  and  the  pastures 
are  rich;  and  the  villages  of  Ars^enti^re 
and  La  Madelaine  are  foun^  where 
there  is  a  poor  little  Inn.    Soon  after 
passing  this,  the  path  leads  abruptly  to 
t/ie  Col  d'Argentiere,  also  called  Col  della 
Jfaddalena,  6700  ft  above  the  level 
of  the  sea.     Before  arriving  at  the 
crest,  the  path  skirts  a  little  lake,  the 
source  of  the  Stura,  called  La  Made- 
laine: it  is  about  600  or  700  ft  across. 
This  lake  is  supposed  to  be  the  source 
also  of  the  Uoayette,  a  stream  on 
the  side  of  France ;  for,  at  a  short 
distance  from  the  col  on  that  side, 
and  a  little  below  the  level  of  the  lake, 
a  spring — the  source  of  the  Ubayette 
— ^gushes    out:    this    spring,    it    is 
beEeved,     communicates    with     the 
lake. 

Prom  the  summit  the  view  is  very 
extensive,  especially  towards  France, 
looking  down  the  course  of  the 
Ubayette  towards  I'Arche,  the  fron- 
tier station  of  the  French  douane. 
Xi'Arche  is  nearly  3  hours  from 
IBersesio;  it  has  a  very  humble  Inn^ 
but  kept  b^  civil  people.  Better 
accommodation,  however,  will  be 
found,  chez  Peneant,  at  Meyroime, 
^'here  there  is  a  comfortable  country 
Inn;  but  provisions  are,  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, very  scarce.  FromL'Arche 
to  Meyronne  is  an  hour's  walk,  and 
thence  to  Barcelonette  3A  hrs.  At 
Meyronne  there  is  an  excellent  euide 
to  the  neighbouring  Alps,  named  Du- 


nias.  Below  I'Arche  there  is  little 
interest  in  the  scenery.  The  road 
descends  through  the  villages  of  Cer- 
tamusa  and  Meyronne  to  the  junction 
of  the  Ubayette  with  the  Ubaye, 
where  two  roads  lead  into  the  Em- 
brunnais, — the  principal  following  the 
course  of  the  Ubaye  to  Barcelonette, 
the  other  leading  by  the  camp  of 
Tournoux,  the  vulage  of  St  Faul, 
and  the  Col  de  Vars,  to  Guillestre  and 
the  valley  of  the  Durance. 

The  scene  is  fine  from  where  these 
roads  separate.  Chatelard,  a  well- 
cultivated  little  plain,  is  left  on  the 
rt.,  and  the  road  passes  on  through 
Jausier.    There  is  not  much  interest 

fenerally  in  the  scenery,  except  at 
*ont  de  Cluse,  near  Jausier,  where 
the  rocky  defile  through  which  the 
Ubaye  struggles  offers  some  fine 
points  of  view. 

The  pass  of  the  Argentidre  has  an 
historic  interest,  because  through  it 
JbVancis  L  penetrated  with  an  army  of 
20,000  men  (1513)  into  Italy  to  meet 
the  Swiss  and  other  foes  at  Marignan. 
They  had  got  the  start  of  the  French 
by  occupying  Susa  and  seizing  all  the 
gorges  communicating  with  the  Monts 
Cems  and  Gen^vre,  so  that  Francis 
was  obliged  either  to  make  a  vexy 
great  -  detour  or  to-  find  or  make  a 
passage  for  himself.    The  information 
of  experienced  hunters  and  shepherds 
obtained  by  the  Signer  Soleir,  lord 
of  Morets,  induced  him  to  select  the 
passes  leading  from  Barcelonette  to 
the    sources  of  the  Stura  and  the 
country  of  Saluzzo.   The  valleys  were 
explored  b^  the    Marshids  Lautree 
and  Trivulzio  and  by  Pedro  Novarro, 
who  undertook  not  only  to  conduct 
the  infantry,  but  ^  the  artillery,  con- 
sisting of  72  large  pieces  and  300 
small.  This  was  successfully  achieved 
after  great  difficulty,  the  ^uns  requir- 
ing to  be  swun^  by  rope  &om  rocK  to 
rock,  where  neither  bridflpe  could  be 
built  nor  rocks  blasted  by  powder; 
and  on  the  third  day  the  anny  en- 
camped on  the  summit  of  the  pass. 
The  Bocher  de  St.  Paul,  near  Bar- 
celonette, which  barred  Uie  passage, 
was  blasted  in  a  single  day  by  P. 
Novarro,  one  of  the  nrst  eng^eers 
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who  practised  military  mining.  But 
this  was  the  easiest  part  of  the  task  ; 
far  more  arduous  was  it,  on  the  edge 
of  sloping  crags  smoothed  with  ava- 
lanches and  slippery  with  ice,  to  plant 
and  to  fasten  the  timber  props  on 
which  fraU  bridges  could  be  reared  to 
cross  the  torrents,  and  against  the 
face  of  precipices  and  over  yawning 
gulfs,  to  erectmg  scaffoldings  of  shaky 
planks  which  horses,  mules,  and  72 
neayy  cannon  could  venture  to  pass 
over.  In  some  cases  this  was  im- 
possible, and  the  only  alternative  was 
to  let  down  the  eun  by  ropes  into 
the  gorge  on  one  side  and  raise  it  up 
on  the  opposite.  All  these  and  many 
more  difficulties  were  overcome  ;  on 
the  third  day  the  army  camped  on 
the  summit  of  the  pass,  on  the  fourth 
the  obstacles  of  the  mountain  Pico  di 
Porco  were  surmounted,  and  on  the 
fifth  the  French  were  pouring  like  a 
torrent  over  the  plains  of  Saluzzo. 

Baroelonette  has  2200  Inhab.,  and  a 
very  good  Inn,  Hotel  du  Nord,  chez 
Maurin.  The  town,  on  the  rt.  bank 
of  the  Ubaye,  shut  in  by  mountains — 
N.  the  CastebeUo,  S.  the  Koche  Pointue 
— is  better  built  than  one  would  ex- 
pect to  find  in  a  valley  so  sequestered. 
In  the  principal  street  a  fountain  bears 
a  bronze  bust  of  Ant  Manuel,  the 
orator  of  the  Restoration. 

It  is  chiefly  inhabited  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  Alps  and  pasturages  of 
the  valley.  More  than  100,000  sheep 
are  pastured  in  its  communes,  which 
come,  during  the  summer,  from  the 
vast  plains  of  La  Crau,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Aries;  these  sheep  are 
driven  into  the  most  difiicult  accessi- 
ble pasturages  of  the  Alps,  often  20 
daya  journey.  From  their  wool 
some  coarse  goods,  consumed  chiefly 
f  by  the  inhabitants,  are  made;  there  is 
much  com  also  grown  in  the  valley; 
but  for  almost  everything  else  they 
are  indebted  to  strangers,  in  other 
valleys  or  other  countries;  it  is  not 
long  that  the  cultivation  of  potatoes 
has  been  practised  among  them. 

This  valley  was  known  to  the  Ro- 
mans, but  little  of  its  history  is  to  be 
relied  upon,  except  in  connection  with 
that  of  Embrun,  which  has  been  bet- 


ter preserved.    It  is  known  that  i 
was  subjected  to  irruptions  by  Saxcr- 
and  by  Saracens,  who  made  their  « 
firom  Marseilles;  these  -were  defiw 
by  Charles  Martel;    under    Chan- 
magne  France  had  the   boiefic  cf  . 
protecting  government     In  the  iix^h 
century,  a  convent  of    Senedx^t  • 
established  here  did  much  to  mzth  - 
rate  the  condition  of  the  inhahsK  ^ 
of  the  valley;  but  all  the  wars  in  ib-.i 
Provence  has  been  engaged  ha^  n- 
tended  their  horrors  in  this   valirt 
and  it  was  often  liable  to  the  im 
tions  of  the  Saraoens^partieulaijj . 
the   10th  century.      From  the  I- 
century  it  was  alternately  anbjecs  * 
Savoy  or  France.  Amadeosconquc*^ 
it    in  1388  ;   it  was  re-attached  :• 
Provence  by  Ken^  of  Anjou  in  W 
it  was  aeau  taken  by  the  duke 
Savoy,  Charles  IIL,  in  1 537.    Ic  r^ 
middle   of  the  16th  oentorj  the  i 
habitants  adopted  the  Refbnned  dtv- 
trines,  but  they  were  shortly  &/:  ' 
either  forced  to  abjure' them  or  vt-^ 
expelled  their  country. 

Napoleon   contemplated    tbe  coi. 
struction  of  a  new  road  tkraKh  th' 
valley  of  Baroelonette  to  paaa  th«  O 
d'An^nti^re  and  enter  InedmoodL  \  • 
the  Val  de  Stura.    Since  his  w3o&-'i 
tion  the  idea  seems  to  haye  been  a3i^ 
doned;    but   its    benefits    to    fK;. 
inhab.  of  the  valley,  by  the  grea> 
development  of  their  ener^es  aad  t: 
increased  prosperity  of  BarodoKn 
ought  to  have  some  weight  witk  t! 
government  of  France. 

There   are  many   communicaat.:- 
with    the    neighbouring    yaOev?  i 

S asses  in  the  mountains;  as  wiili  la- 
run  by  the  Col  de  la  Yach^rev  «■:* 
Colmar  and  Alos  (Rte.  168),  and  «r.  i 
Nice  by  the  valleys  of  the  Tines  .:• 
the  Varo. 

Soon    after    leaving  Barcelont'- 
near  the  villace  of  St.  J?t>na»  the  n.- 
of  a  castle  and  a  ch.  are  seen  in  a  » 
situation.    The  roads  down  the  ^C* 
of  Baroelonette  are  in  so  wr^etch-'  - 
state,  that  the  want  of  embankxa^' 
exposes  the  inhabitants  of  the  ixt; 
to  the  frequent  loss  of  conuncjc** 
tion,  fh>m  the  destructive  eJi«4    ■ 
the    torrents.    Not   far  beiow  B^- 
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celonette  it  is  necessary  to  ford  the 
beds  of  the  Bachelar,  the  Bio  Bour- 
don, and  other  torrents,  for  want  of 
bridges. 

The  first  l&ree  village  helow  Bar- 
celonette  is  La  Thuiles,  and  the  next, 
after  crossing  the  XJbaye  by  a  wooden 
bridge,  Meolans;  thence  down  the 
valler  there  is  a  tolerable  char-road. 
Amiost  dreary  and  wild  scenes,  the 
general  character  of  the  valley  of  Bar- 
celonette,  there  is,  however,  a  striking 
exception  in  a  village,  beautifully 
situated,  called 

Le  Lauzet  {Inn:  Hdtel  de  I'Eu- 
rope),  the  Goshen  of  the  valley. 
It  is  agreeably  wooded;  near  it  is 
a.  little  lake  which  abounds  in  fine 
-trout,  and  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
bourhood are  fruit-trees  and  a  fertile 
soil.  A  little  way,  however,  below 
the  village  the  scene  changes  again 
to  sterility.  After  crossing  a  ridge,  a 
series  of  tourniquets  leads  down  the 
pass  of  La  Tour,  or,  as  it  is  called, 
tlie  Chemm  Royal^  a  part  of  the  road 
in  the  valley  admirably  made;  but, 
-anconnected  as  it  is  with  the  country 
ahove  or  below  by  any  road  so  good, 
it  is  worthless. 

Below  these  tourniquets  the  valley 
offers  some  of  its  most  wild  and 
^rand  scenes.  On  looking  back  from 
tiie  path  carried  along  the  brink  of 
the  precipices  high  above  the  torrent, 
the  Ubaye  is  seen  in  its  deep  course 
issuing  from  the  defile  of  La  Tour, 
and  Mvond,  the  grand  forms  of  the 
mountam  of  CugrUion  des  Troia 
^vSques,  which  divides  the  valley  of 
Saroelonette  from  that  of  the  Yar, 
the  scene  is  one  of  savage  dreari- 
ness. 

The  road  continues  on  the  L,  bank ' 
of  the  river  high  above  its  bed ;  until, 
leaving  the  side  of  the    hill   upon 
'v^hich    the   fort    of    St.  Vincent  is 

S laced,   a  very  difficult   path    leads 
own  to  the  river,  which  is  crossed  to 
arrive  at  the  little  village  of  Ubaye. 

From  this  place,  one  road  passes 
down  by  the  river  to  its  confluence 
ivith  the  Durance  at  La  Brioule  ;  and 
another,  up  the  side  of  the  mountain 
to  the  Col  de  Fontis,  which  leads  to 
Savines  on  the  Durance,  in  the  high- 


road from  Gap  to  Embrun,  which  is 
distant  from  Savines  8  m. 

'From  the  ascent  to  the  Col  de 
Pontis,  on  looking  back  towards  the 
valley  of  the  Ubaye,  the  hill  of  St. 
Vincent  is  a  strikingly  fine  object, 
surmounted  by  forts  which  formerly 
guarded  the  entrance  to  the  valley  of 
Burcelonette,  when  it  was  under  the 
dominion  of  Sardinia.  By  a  wise  ar- 
rangement it  was  ceded  to  France,  m 
exchange  for  the  valleys  of  Pragelas 
and  ExQles,  when  the  states  of  France 
and  Sardinia  prudently  agreed  upon 
the  chain  of  the  high  Alps  as  their 
line  of  demarcation. 


Kmbnm, 
France.) 


(See     Handbook    for 


ROUTE  168. 

DIGNE,  IN  THE  VALLEY  OP  THE  DCT- 
KANCE,  TO  BAUCELONETTE,  BY  COr.- 
MAR  AND  AL08. 

Instead  of  following  the  high  road 
to  Gap,  the  route  of  the  diligence,  the 
traveller  who,  from  Marseilles  and 
Digne,  would  approach  the  Alps 
sooner,  may  reach  them  by  an  inte- 
resting line  of  route  either  on  horse- 
back or  on  foot,  and  pass  through 
scenes  little  known  to  English  ram- 
blers. From  Diijney  a  valley  of  rather 
Alpine  character,  and  therefore  wel- 
come to  the  traveller,  who  is  glad 
to  escape  from  the  parched  plains  of 
France,  leads  by  the  village  of  Drays 
to  the  Col  du  Tour,  where  there  are 
fine  pasturages,  and  which  is  reached 
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into  Piedmont  The  path  by  the 
western  Col  de  Longetj  called  some- 
times the  Cd  de  Cula,  is  that  which 
leads  to  St.  Yeran;  it  ascends  to  the 
left,  and  divides  the  yalleys  of  Maa- 
rin  and  St.  Veran.  The  ascent  is 
quite  pathless  and  often  over  patches 
of  snow;  the  crest  has  a  great 
elevation— 10,345  English  feet  (?). 
It  is  attained  in  4  hours  from 
Majasset:  the  view  from  it  is  stu- 
pendous ;  on  one  hand  towards 
Monte  Viso,  which  appears  quite 
close,  and  on  the  other  to  the  Duu- 
phinjr  Alps,  which  are  nowhere  so 
finely  seen  as  from  this  point 
Scarcely  a  trace  of  vegetation  is  to 
be  seen  on  the  summit  A  very  steep 
descent  leads,  in  2^  hrs.,  to  St  Veran, 
a  populous  village,  placed  at  the 
great  elevation  of  6693  English  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  sea,  TOing  pro- 
bably the  highest  village,  with  the 
same  amount  of  population,  in  Europe. 
Around  it  barley  and  rye  are  culti- 
vated ;  the  former  to  uie  elevation 
of  nearly  7000  feet 

St,  Veran  is  situated  m  a  remark- 
ably verdant  and  well-watered  valley 
of  the  same  name.  Its  appearance, 
when  seen  for  the  first  time,  is  extra- 
ordinary ;  for,  instead  of  houses,  it 
seems  to  be  a  mass  of  space  and  scaf- 
folding ;  the  houses  are  built  entirely 
of  wood,  except  that  sometimes  they 
rest  on  a  basement  of  stone,  which  in- 
closes the  stable,  a  common  but  dirty 
practice  in  the  high  villages  of 
the  French  Alps.  Around  the 
houses  they  invariably  construct 
a  sort  of  veranda  or  gallery,  with 
a  roof  projecting  6  or  8  feet,  and 
fitted  up  with  the  sort  of  scaffolding 
which  gives  so  odd  an  appearance,  at 
first  sight,  to  the  village  ;  the  purpose 
of  this  scaffolding  is  to  enable  the 
inhabitants  to  dry  their  ill-ripened 
com  under  the  shelter  of  the  project- 
ing roofs :  their  harvests  generally 
take  place  early  in  the  autumn,  before 
the  frosts  set  in,  the  seed  having  been 
sown  in  the  July  of  the  preceding 
year.  St.  Veran  offers  no  accom- 
modation whatever  to  travellers,  un- 
'i9s  the  cure  can  be  induced  to  afford 


hospitality.  The  filthy  habits  of  ib« 
people  are  most  offensive^  azisbc 
chiefly  from  their  custom  of  liTic: 
with  the  cattle  in  the  stables,  and  ^ 
even  among  persons  of  property. 

The  Protestants  are  very  nomei^tL: 
at  St  Veran,  consisting  of  tw^rv- 
four  families ;  a  Protestant  Chnrckb* 
lately  been  erected  there  ;  but  ast^** 

fastor,  M.  Ermann,  who   8iicc«&'i 
'elix  Kefl^  resides  at  La  Chalpe.  t-. 
service  is  neither  frequent  nor  regck*. 

Here  were  occasionally  exerci:«<*i 
the  devoted  services  of  'NeS,  **tt' 
modem  Apostle  of  the  Alps."  Tt 
Protestant  communities  of  bt  VenL 
Fuussillarde,  Frassyni^re,  Donoel- 
leuse,  &C.,  some  of  these  plaees  h&^iZ 
above  40  m.  apart  fr^m  otners,  fora^- 
the  extensive  district  where  he  Is* 
boured  in  his  ministry  with  a  derrh 
tion  and  eneigy  to  which  his  hetbi 
and  life  were  at  last  sacrificed. 

The  Roman  Catholic  church  of  S'. 
Veran  is  situated  near  the  hiefaef^ 
part  of  the  long  straggfin^  vi&a£« 
On  its  wall  is  cut,  « 1041 
la  mer." 

The  house  of  the  car€ 
the  only  stone  dwelling  in  t&e 

From  St  Veran  an  agrccahte  rmc 
leads  down  the  valley  to   Quera.  i 
villaee  which  gives  its  name  to  t 
district  in  the  valley  of    the  Qd, 
and  thence  to  Brianfon  (Kte.  l*-*:; 
But  if  the  object  of  the  travello'  y 
to  visit  Abries  and  the  upper  nbrj 
of  the    Ouil,  he  may  attain   tk^ 
through  scenes  of  grander  char*^:- ' 
than  those  presented  by  the  mv 
through  Queiras,  and  by  a  path  4  k« 
shorter  than  that  through  the  valkr . 
the  GuiL     In  either  case  he  sh«ci 
not  fhil  to  notice  a  singular  g«c:.- 
gical  fact  near  Pra,  on  the  oppnc^ 
side  of  the  torrent  descending  toz 
St  Veran.     The  slopes  h&ve  hf' 
covered  with  extremely  hard  bloei 
of  the  diallage  rock  of  the  neighfccc 
hood.    In  one  place  these  hare  m^-  • 
on    a    friable  slaty  limestone;    tr 
weather  and  melting  snow  have  pi- 
dually  washed  the  soQ  frt>iii  anvs-^ 
these  blocks,  which  have  serred  «« -> 
protection  to  that  immediately  be>  ^ 
them,  and  thus   pillars,  doc    bc^*^ 
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Gothic  pinnacles,  which,  in  some 
cases,  hare  an  elevation  of  100  ft, 
have  been  left,  with  these  boulders 
for  their  capitals,  presenting  an  ex- 
traordinary appearance,  with  an  ob- 
vious origin.  A  similar  geological 
phenomenon  is  presented  in  some 
other  valleys  of  the  French  Alps, 
and  in  the  Tyrol  at  Ober-Botzen,  not 
far  from  Botzen,  in  the  valley  of  the 
Adige.— /l 


ROUTE  170. 

BKIAN9ON  OR  MONT  DAUPHIN  TO  GBB- 
NOBLB,  BT  YAL  LOUISE  AND  LA 
BERASDS. 

This  work  does  not  profsss  to  give 
a  complete  aoeonnt  of  the  French 
Alps,  tor  which,  indeed,  the  materials 
scarcely  exist;  but  it  is  sought  in  the 
present  edition  to  direct  further  atten- 
tion to  the  magnificent  scenery  about 
the  Hont  Felvoux,  the  monarch  of 
the  western  Alps.  Nothing  but  the 
utter  want  of  decent  accommodation 
has  prevented  travellers  from  giving 
the  attention  which  it  deserves  to  a 
group  of  snowy  Alps  ranking  next  in 
height  and  importance  to  the  Bernese 
Oberland.  The  only  place  where  the 
most  moderate  degree  of  comfort  can 
be  expected  is  at  Venos,  which  is 
inconveniently  distant  fh>m  the  higher 
part  of  the  range ;  elsewhere  the 
traveller  must  in  every  sense  be  pre- 
pared, to  rough  it. 

The  best  mode  of  approaching  the 
higher  peaks  of  the  Felvoux  is  by  VcU 
Lo'iiae,  on  the  S.£.  side.  The  village 
called  Viiie  de  Vol  Louise,  about  4  hrs. 
from  Brianpon,  1^  hr.  by  a  rough 
char-road  from  Abessi  on  the  great 


road  to  Gap,  has  a  poor  and  dirty 
/mi,  with  very  rough  quarters.  The 
village  may  also  be  reached  in  a  char 
in  about  4  hrs.  from  Guillestre. 

**  The  ascent  of  the  Qrand  Felvoux 
may  be  made  from  Val  Louise.  Fierre 
Claude  Semiond,  guide,  of  Le  Clos, 
asserts  tiiat  he  reached  the  summit 
with  General  Durand.  He  knows 
the  country  well,  but  is  an  indifferent 
mountaineer." 

**  To  gain  the  summit  it  is  neces- 
sary to  pass  the  night  under  a  rock 
called  the  Cabane  des  Bergers  de 
Provence.  The  valley  is  ascended 
at  TAlefi^  2\  hrs.  from  the  Ville, 
where  milk,  butter,  and  black  bread 
may  be  obtained.  After  ascending 
the  Combe  de  Sasseneire  some  little 
distance,  the  traveller  climbs  up 
the  rocks  on  his  rt.,  and  reaches 
the  Cabane  easily  in  2  hrs.  from 
TAlefred.  This  so-called  Cabane, 
between  7000  and  7500  ft  above 
the  sea,  is  by  no  means  an  agreeable 
resting-place.  From  thence  it  is 
belie  vea  that  the  peak  called  Qrand 
PelwMx  may  be  easily  reached  in  6  to 
8  hrs.  But  it  is  probable  that  this  is 
not  the  highest  point  in  the  group. 
An  attempted  ascent  by  the  writer 
was  defeated  by  bad  weather  half-way 
between  the  Cabane  and  the  summit 

**  In  the  Combe  de  Sasseneire  below 
the  Cabane  is  the  cave  called  the 
*  Balme  Chapela,'  where  the  Protest- 
ants of  Val  Irouise  were  destroyed  at 
the  time  of  the  Vaudois  persecutions." 

Several  passes,  for  tne  most  part 
very  high  and  rather  difficult,  lead 
from  Val  Louise  into  the  neighbour- 
ing valleys.  The  principal  of  these 
are — 1,  tne  Col  d'Argentiere,  leading 
to  the  valley  of  the  Drac;  2,  Col  de 
PEchauda  to  Monestier;  3,  the  Col  dc 
la  Tempe,  leading  to  La  Berarde,  in 
the  valley  of  St  Christophe,  over  the 
shoulder  of  the  Mont  Felvoux,  a  high 
and  difficult  pass.  Ia  Berarde  may 
also  be  reached  from  Val  Louise  by 
the  Val  Godemar  and  the  Col  de  Sais. 

Professor  Forbes  has  given  an 
account  of  his  passage  of  the  Col  de 
Sais.  Like  the  last,  it  is  merely  a 
hunter's  pass,  fit  only  for  practised 
mountaineers.     He  reckons  6^  hrs. 
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from  La  Berarde  to  reach  the  biuii- 
mit,  oyer  10,000  feet  above  the  sea. 
La  Berarde,  the  highest  hamlet  in  the 
valley  of  St.  Christophe,  contains  a 
very  poor  /fin.  Besides  those  already 
mentioned,  several  other  passes  di- 
verse from  here.  The  only  guide 
well  acquainted  with  the  high  moun- 
tains around  is  the  younger  Bodier, 
who  makes  unreasonable  aemands  for 
his  services.    About  4  hrs.  below  La 


there  is  a 

in  tbr 


one 


Berarde  is  Venos,  where 
very  fair  Jim,  the  only 
district 

The  scenery  of  the  rsJikj  of  St 
Christophe  is  of  the  granost  cki- 
racter,  and  extremely  well  nyndi 
those  who  explore  it.  About  4  bi 
from  Venos  is  Bourg  d'Oyssns  (Ix. 
159).  There  is  a  pass  from  the£- 
lage  of  St.  Christophe  to  La  Gn^ 
by  the  Val  du  Diable. 
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>  junction  of,  witli  Limmat 

and  Reofli,  17 
Aaran,  19 
Aarbenj,  8,  lai 
AArbnrg,  13 
Abbaye,  163 
Abbondio,  St.,  310 
Abease,  481 
Abondance,  col  d*,  194 
Abrioolla,  365 
Abriee,  467 

to  Cnneo,47l 

Adda,  280,  318 

Adelboden,  139,  136 

Adler  paaa,  355 

Adliswyl,  47 

Ael,  Pont  d',  372,  417 

Aeggiaehhozn,  105.  Exrursions 

from,  106 
Aemen,  205 
Aesch,  6 
Aewshi,  81,  127 
Affolten,  48 
Agaro,  SU5 
Ai^aasii,  Profenor,  hqt  of,  99  ; 

moseamof,  153  ;  on  glaciers, 

9  16 

Ai^nello,  col  del,  472 
Agnea  of  Hungary,  17,  28 
Agno,  river,  815 ;  village,  316 
Au'ricalture,  xlviii,  Uii 
Aigle,  r,  143,  187 
Aiguebelle.  438,  443 
Aiguebellate.  439 

,  lake,  489 

Aigueblanehe,  449 
AimaviUe,  417.    ChAtean,  372 
Aimd  (Azama),  450 
Airob,  120 
Aix  lea  Baina,  432 


ALTORF, 

Aix  lea  Baina  to  Lyona,  432 

•  to  Geneva,  432 

to  Chamb&y,  435 

Alagna,  330,  340 

*  to  Varallo,  329 

Albena,  437 

Albert,  emperor,  murdered,  17 

Albertville,  431,  443 

Albinen,  village  of,  132 

Albia,  34,  47 

Albiabrunn.  48 

Albran  paaa,  205 

Albttla  river,   256,  268.    270. 

Paaa,  271 
Alby,  437 
AleAred,  481 
Alelsch  glacier,  105 
Aletschom,  125,  134 
Alevard,  hatha  of,  448 
Algaby,  Galierle  d*.  202 
Air  Acqna,  209 
AUalein  glacier,  336 

pasa,  337,  355 

Allaman8,416 

AIIm  Blanche,  408 

Allemont,  valley,  458 

AUmagell,  336 

A  Hues,  valley,  455 

Alma,  473 

Aloa,  478.     Lac  d',  478 

Alp  horn,  xlviii,  91 

Alpbach,  93 

Alpe  Veglia,  206 

Alpenaee,  224 

Alpenatock,  xxxiv 

Alphubel,  337 

Alpine  travelling,  dangen  of, 

XXXV 

Alpinala,  Julia,  150 
Alpnaeh,    66.      Lake    of,    66. 

Mide  of,  66 
Alps,  panoramaa  of,  xxxviii. 

Near  viewa  of,  xxxlx.  Roada 

over,  1. 

Alpa  of  Piedmont  and  iiiavoy. 

S99 
Alt  St.  Johann,  227 
Altela.  130 
Altorf,  114 


AOSTA, 

AItatetten,48,213,  224 

Alvenea,  270 

Ambdrieu,  164 

Am  Bett,  343 

Ambin,  mont,  447 

Ambuhl,  110 

Amden,  36 

Amedeus  VIII.  of  .^voy.  193 

Ammertenthal,  126 

Ampbion,  )94 

Amateg,  1 15 

to  Diaentia,  249 

Andeer,  258 

to  Caaaocia,  262 

Andelflngen,  28 
An  der  Lenk,  136 
Andermatt.  117 
Andermatten,  208 
Anetorlna,  151 
Angem,  caatle,  311 
Angrogna,  valley  and  village 

Annecy,  435 

le  Vieux,  437 

,  lake  of,  437 

Annemane,  39 1 
Annivien,  val  de,  198,  360 
Anselm,  birthplace  and  grave, 
371 

Anteme,  col  de,  394 

chftieta,414 

Antey,  358 

Antigorio,  val,  208 

Autrona,  val,  336 

Ania,  380,  S31 

Anzasca,  val,  330 

Anxeindaa,  196 

AO8TA.  369 

•  to  Turin,  366 

•  to  Martigny,  376,  383 

■^— •  to  Martigny  by  the  val- 
ley of  Bagnea  and  col  dei 
Fen^lrea,  383 

to   Bouig    St.    Maurice, 

425 

— ^  to  Evolena,  368 

to  Ponte,  417 

——  to  Lanalebourg,  427 

Aosta,Yald'.  373.  417 
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AODET. 


Aoaet,857 

AFPBVUI.L0AVTON,  881.  Vil- 
lage, 887 
Appeniell*  to  St.  Gall.  884 
Aqaednct,  Roman,  remains  of, 

Arbedo,  188 

Arbon, S7 

Are,  valley,  448, 443, 458 

Arche,  1',  475 

Ardeu,  875 

Ardon,  193 

Arenenbeif  ,  84 

Argegno,  880 

ATgenti^,  410,  475 

— — ,  col  de,  475 

Argovie,  16 

Arietta,  col  d'.  419 

Arly,  valley  of  the,  431 

Army  in  Switcerland,  xUx 

Anuind,  Henry,  448 

Amaz,  col  d',  454 

Arnold  of  Bmeia  at  Zurich,  38 

Aroletta,  Croix  de,  485 

AroUa,  364 

Arana,  198,  310 

to  Novara,  810 

to  Varailo,  388 

Arpenai,  Nant  d',  398 

ArpitctU,  360 

Ajth,  41 ;  aaeent  of  the  Bigl 

ftom,48 
Arvan,  val  d*.  456 
Arve,  junction  widi  the  Rhone, 

173 

,  valley  of,  391,  893 

Arveron,  aonroe  of  the,  401 

Arves,  col  d*,  456 

Arvier,  378 

Ajcona.  309 

Attinghausen,  109, 114 

Anbin,  St.,  156 

Aubonne,  178 

Aue,  840 

Auf  der  Flfih,  eaetle  oC;  108 

Auf  de^  Fruth,  807 

Auf  der  Platte,  358 

Anfnan,  iale  of,  35 

Angat,80 

Auguata  PioBftori^  371 

Aulph,  194 

Auiaoia,  ool  d',  455 

Auveraier,  156,  161 

Atalancbkis  Ixiii,  86, 98,  119 

Avenehea,  149 

Avenfon,  river,  195 

Avent.  195,  197 

Aventicnm,  149 

Aveiole,  val  d',  454 

Avena,  val,  868 

Avril,  mont,  387 

Axen  Straaa^  64 

Ayaa,  val  d',  845;  village,  345 

Ayent.  137 

Ayer,  860 


Baar,  40 
Bach  Alp,  90 
Bachtel,  86 
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BATES. 

Baden, 18 

Bkdermooe,  140 

Bagnea,  valley  and  inundation, 
384 

B&le,  1-6 

Balen,  337 

Balerna,  315 

Balliswyl,  144 

Balfrin,  32)»,  333, 335 

Balme,  la,  388,  488 

,  colde,  4U8,  413 

,  Grotte  de,  398 

Balnnoda,  389 

Balmwand,  840 

Baiaille,  463 

Balcera,  8^1 

Banio,  338 

Barberine,  cascade,  411 

Barcelonette,  476 

to  Brian9on,  479 

Bard,  fort,  368 

Bardondche,  valley,  461 

Barge,  470 

Baraard,  Geo.,  views  of  Swltxer- 
land,  xl 

Barranca  pass,  338 

Bairicadea.  pass  of  the,  474 

Bartbel6mi,  St.,  vai,  369. 
Chalets,  453 

Basel,  1*6 

Baslx,  1.  Cathedral,  8.  Coun- 
cil of,  S.  Dance  of  Death,  8. 
CollMtion  of  the  works  of 
Holbein,  3.  Public  libraxy, 
8.  University,  3.  .  Rath- 
haus,  4.  History,  5.  Rail- 
ways, 5.    Environs,  5 

Basle  to  Berne,  by  the  Mnn> 
sterthal,  6 

by  rail.  15 

to  Sehaffhausen  and  Con- 
stance. 19 

to  Soleure  and  Kenne,by 

rail,  9 

-~^  to  Lucerne,  18 

to  Zurich,  16 

Basle  Campagne,  5 

Baaaecourt,  9 

Baths  generally,  1 

Batbs— 
Alevard,  443 
Alveneu,  870 
Andeer,  858 
Baden,  19 

Bernardino,  St,  866 
Brida,  454 
Craveggta.  314 
Crodo,  809 
Flderis,  888 
Gais,883 
Gervais,  St.,  393 
Grange  (Grenehen),  18 
Gumigel,  148 
Heinriclisbad,  885 
Lavey,  189 
Leak.  131 
Martino,  S.,  878 
Monestier,  459 
Moritx,  St.,  X69 
Morgin,  194  | 
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BBJLDaOKA. 

Baths — 

Nydelhad,  85 

PeMen,  858 

PfefTers.  814 

Pie  !ft.  Didici;  ITS 

Preae;le.8eo 

Reichenbaffh,  98 

Bosenlaoi,  98 

Saxe,  la,  374 

Schintxnach,  If 

Semens.  £68 

Stacheiberv,  836 

Venadio^  474 

Vineent,  SU  889 

Weiasenhug,  139 
B&tie,  castle   of  Is, 

Village,  449 
BaUlea— 

Arbedo,  188 

Bodio,  181 

Buttisholx,  15 

Domach,6 

Grandsm,  156 

St.  Jacobs  6, 18 

Kappd,  48 

Lanpen.  144 

Moiat,149 

Morgaiten,  880 

Nafels,  234 

Salabertnad.  6*1 

Sempacfa,  14 

Zurich.  89 
Beers  of  Bene,  75 
Baveno^S07 
to   the  lake  tt  C^^ 

316 

toVanllD.aK 

Bayaxd,  death  oC  884 

,  ehfttean,  448 

Beatns,  St.,  79 
Beaufort,  Maxime  de,4^.<' 

,  valley  of.  481 

Beede  Boseoni,  860 
Beoea  di  Nona,  878 
Beckenried,  68.  67 
Beckistock.  837 
Beckwith,  G«n^  464 
Bed4gio^816 
Bedretto,  val,  180.  S0».  ^ 

let,  810 
Bel  Air,  ISl 

Alp,  107 

Belgir«UsS10 
Bellaggio,  880 
Bellafuna,  870 
BellanOk  St8 
Bella  Tola,  S«0 
Bellaval,  val  d^  407 
Belleftarde,  164. 174 
Bellelay, » 
Bellerive,  6 
Belleville,  val  de,  485 
Bellino,  v«l  di,  «7t 
Bellotta.  plain  of;  489 
Belvederp,  mont»  «88 
HetfuueoM,  isa 
— -  to  Magadiao  or 

818  _, 
to  Lugano,  bv  *-<  ^ 

nwe,  314 
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BfiBANOBB. 

B^imnser.  aiguille  de,  40tf 

B^nrde,  U,  HA 

Btfr^ml,  SOO 

BerguD,  no 

BerKunentein  put,  970 

Berlingen,  S4 

Bernard.  St.,  aeeoont  of  881 ; 
birthplace,  487 

Bebnabd,  St.,  Gbiat,  paai  of; 
376*  Hospice,  878.  Morgcie, 
388 

,  LrrTLK,  489 

Bernardino,  St.,  paai,  864.  Vil- 
lage, 8«6 

BxKNK,  78.  ffittonr  of,  76. 
Poantains,  73.  Clock,  78. 
Berneae  Alpa,  74.    Minster, 

74.  Moseam,  74.     Library, 

75.  Charitable  Institntions, 
75.  Bnndei  Bathhaus,  75. 
Bears,  75.     Promenades,  77. 

to  Thnn,  78 

to  Laasanne  (and  Veyay), 

by  Frevburg,  144 

•  to  lAosanne,  by  Morat, 

148 

^  to  Lneeme,  71,  78 

•  tu  Neneh&tel,  151 

Bernese  Oberland,  the,  77 
Bemina  pass,  876,  879.    Alps, 

876. 
Bersesio,475 
Bertha,  queen  of  Burgundy, 

150 
Berthier,  Marshal,  156 
BertiitiUet,  the  chemist,  birth- 
place of.  436 
Bomni,  454 
Bease.  457 
Betta  Purca,  846 
Bettelmatt,  807 
Bevaix,  156 
Bevers,874.   Val,  871 
Bdvienz.  195 
Bex,  187 

to  Ston,  by  the  Diable- 

rets,  195 
Bianca,  val,  331 
Bexa,  Theodore,  178 
Biaaca,188 
Biberbrucke,  888 
Biberegg,831 
Bied,  159 

Biel.  8 

Biella,  866 

Bien,  485 

Bienne,  8 

*toBaBle,8 

— —  to  Berne,  9 

to  Neueh&tel,  155 

toYveidun,  155 

,  lake  of,  155 

Bietachhom,  125 

Bifertenbaeh,  837 

Btfertenstook,  887 

Bicnaaoo,  808 

Billiat,  164 

Bmnen,  805 

Binnenthal,  805 

Btooa,  363 


BQUBCk 

Bionnaaay,  glacier  of,  406 

Bionnay,  406 

Bironico,  407 

Birr,  18 

Bin,   valley  of   the,   6,    18. 

Source  of,  7 
Bisbino,  monte,  321 
Bisi  Thai,  838 
Bissone,  315 
Bivio,  or  Stalla,  868 
Black  Forest,  80 
Blaize,  St.,  156 
Blaitlire,  glacier,  404 
Blakenstock,  109 
Blanc,  mont,  408 

,  lake,  447 

Blankenburg  castle,  140 
Blegnu,  Tsl,  858 
blinnen,  valley,  805 
Blonay,  castle,  188 
Blundens,  384 

to  the  Prattigan,  384 

Blumlis  Alp,  184 

Bobbio,  466 

Booeareocio  pass,  806 

Bocke,  40 

Bodon  See,  26 

Bodio,  181 

Bodmenalp,  224 

Bodmer,  castle,  961 

B(«by,  gorge  of,  109 

Boigiie,  Gen.  de,  441 

Bois,  401 

Bolegno,  monte,  367 

Boltigen,  140 

Bonaparte,  368,  879,  382 

Bonavanx,  417 

Bondergrat,  189 

Bonhomme,  ool  dn,  407 

Bon  Nant,  cascade  dn,  898 

Bonnet,  427 

Bonnevsl,  484,  453 

Bonneville,  391 

Bondo,  castle,  878 

Bondoler,  val,  806 

Bonnivard,  185 

Bonstetten,  48 

Borea,3S8 

Bordeau,  433,  435 

Botgne,  river,  364 

Borgnone,  318 

Borgomanero,  883 

Borgo  Sesia,  384 

Bormio,  875,  379 

Bomes,  mont  des,  435 

Borromean  islands,  307 

BOTromeo,  San  Carlo,  statue* 

811 
Boaeo  del  Rooo,  480 
Bosses,  390 
Bossons,  glacier,  394 
BotanieafOardens :  Berne,  73; 

Geneva,  168;  Zurich,  31 
B0Ultngen,114 
Boudri,  15ii 
Boagv,  Signal  de,  179 
Bonulers,  Ix,  8,  153, 173 
Bouquetins,  Dent  des,  864 
Bourg  d'Oysans,  458 
St.  Maurice,  487,  430.  451 


BUBCEDOVF. 

Boorg  ICont  Gen^vre,  461 
Bouiget,  lac  du,  433 
Boura,  val  di,  348 
Bout  du  Monde,  441 
Bottvernier,  377 
Bottveret,  194 
Bovareaae,  160 
Bozel.  valley,  450,  454 
Bozingen,  18 
Bramans  Fort,  444 
Bramois,  364 
Bramegg,  pass,  71 
Branchier,  St.,  877 
Brand,  884 
BrasBOs,  le,  lee 
Brannegg,  castle  of,  18 
Bragaglia,  val,  861,  871 
Bregent,  87,  881 

to  Coire,  820 

Breginier  Aeh,  881 

Breithom.  354 

Bremgarten,  9 

Brenet%  lac  des,  163 

Brenva  glacier,  375 

Briona,  col  de,  363 

BreUye,  144 

Breti%e,  151 

Breuil,  357 

Breven,  401 

Breviires,  458 

Breaon,  mont,  391 

BrianQon,  460 

to   Snsa,   by   the    Mont 

Gen^vre,  460 

to  Pignerul,  468 

to  Grenoble,  481 

Brida,  454 

Bridoire,  438 

Brieir,  199 

Brienx,94 

— — ,  lake  of,  94 

Brienxergrat,  94 

Brigels,848 

Briaaago,  310 

Briaten,  249 

Bristenstock.65, 115 

Broakedont    fFm,t    quotations 

from,  808,  880,  884,  408 
Brothausi,  139 
Broughton,  grave  of,  182 
&roye,  river,  151 
Brogg,  16 
Braggen,  810,225 
BmneKxhtnn,  859 
Bmnehilde,  queen,  168 
Brunig,  pass  of,  65 
Brunnen,  68 
Bnisio,  880 
Brassone,  846 
Bttcdaletto,  838 
Bucdone,  383,  388 
Baet,404 
BufTalora  paaa^  875 
Bukten,  18 
BuUe,  148 
Bumpliti,  144 
Bantaohi,  139 
Buochs,  67.    Gulf  of,  68 
Borekhardt,  birthplace,  4 
Buigdor^  15 
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BUBOLXZr. 

BaigleD,IU,SS9 

Biin,  S84 

Bttnebog,  S84 

BuMfgny,  157, 179 

Battier,  888 

Battiaholz,  U.  Engliah  lMr> 
row  near,  1 4 

Bttxuch,  858 

Btron,  Loso,  hit  detcriptioii 
of  tlie  Alps  u  seen  from  the 
Jara,  zzxviii.  On  the  fall  of 
the  Roaabeiig^,  55.  HisSwias 
tonr,  87, 141.  Ltnea  on  the 
OMoarv  of  Morat,  149.  On 
Lake  Leman  in  a  calm,  176. 
Inaatorm,  178, 194.  Clwena, 
188.  Bonnivud,  184.  Chil- 
lon,  185,  186.  Gkmpagna 
Diodati,  198. 

0. 

CkD6,  8fO 

Oaoda,  monte  della,  881 

Cadenabbia,819 

Caille,  pont  de  la,  485 

Caimo,  Bemadino,  328 

Calfreben,  888 

Calaaca,  831 

Caluao,  366 

Calvary :  .'Domo,  803 ;  Varallo, 

384 ;  Locarno,  818  ;  0«a,  827 
Calvin,  Johm,  at  Geneva,  171 
Gama,967 
Camaaoo,  899 

Camp  of  Prince  Thomas,  428 
Campea,  val,  419 
Campello,  col,  888 
Camperio,  258 
Campertogno^  829 
Campfoer,  lake,  278 
Campiglia.  419 
Camplole.  831 
Campo  Doleino,  261 
Canaria,  val,  120,251 
Canavese,  867 
Canciano  pass,  281 
Canero,  810 
Caniciil,  262 
Canobbio,  310 
Capolago,  815 
Caprino,  monte,  317 
Carcoforo,  839 
CarJtnel  psM,  259 
Carouge,  151 
Carro,  ool  de,  424,  454 
CaMceia,  958,  272 
Caateldelfino,  472 
Outelponte,  472 
Ouaana,  val,  275 
Castaaegna,  272 
Caatelmor,  castle,  272 
CastiKlione,  831 
Cathedrals— 

Aotta,S7l 

Baile.  2 

Berne,  74 

Chamb^ry,  441 
Coire,2lA 

S«.  Gall,  811 


GBAFIS. 

CSathodrals 

Geneva,  167 

Lausanne,  180 

Iftaarienne,  443 

Sion,  198 

Solenre,  10 

Znridi,»9 
Oanselles,  485 
Cavaglia,  280 
Gavonr,  Count,  442 
Celerina,  269 
Oenis,  mont,  445, 446.  Tnnnel, 

448. 

to  Susa,  445 

,  Little.  447 

Genere,  monte,  814 

Centovalli,  31 1 

Central    Rail   principal   over 

Mt.  Cenis,  446 
Centron,  450 
Ceppo  Morelli,  331 
Ceresio,  318 
Geresol,  423 

Baths,  422 

Cergues,  St.,  178    . 
Cemobbk),  321 
Cbhydt,  Mont,  347, 350 

Piaas  of,  857 

Cesanne,  461 
Cevio,  314 
Chaam,  48 
Chablais,  198 
Chablea,  883 
Chaises-i-portean,  xzviil 
Chileta  and  pastorages,  liii 
Challant.  val,  346 
Cballex,  164 
Chalpe,  la,  468 
Chaloat,? 
Chambave,  869 
Chamhiry,  4A0 

*  to  Geneva,  438 

to  Turin,  441 

•  to  Pont  Beanvoisin,  440 

to   L«asleboarg,  by  the 

Col  d'Iseran,  449 
Chambrelieu,  158 
Chamoasaire,  Dent  de,  143, 144 
Chaxouxi,  895.     Excursions 

aroand,  397 

•  to  Geneva,  390 

to  Martigny,  by  the  Tftte 

Noire,  410 
— *  to  the  Col  de  Balme,  412 
to  Conrmayenr,   by  the 

Col  da  Bonhomme  and  the 

Col  de  la  Seigne,  405 
Chamouaset,  443 
Cbampagny,  455 
Champ£,  valley  and  lake,  377, 

411.  Village,  411 
Champiry,  eol.de.  194, 416 
Champlas,  468 
Champmont,  castle  of,  157 
Champorcher,  val  and  col,  368, 

420 
Champsec,  884 
Chandolin,  138 
Chapeaa,  401 
Chapis,  423 


Chapi^40T 
CharamiDaa,  418 
Charles  the  BoU,  149,  IS 
CharraoK,  aignilk  6^,  399 
Gbarpentler  (tibe  Mtarfi«l 
grave  of,  187 


Charveoaod«  378 
Cha—eral,  moat,  8,  l&» 
Chat,  mont  do,  488 
Chiteaa  Gamier.  478 
CbAtean  d'Oez,  140 

toAigle,  148 

Qaai^S69 

Chfttel  St.  Denis,  148 
Ch&telard,41S,475 
Chttelet,  455 
Chfitillon,  869 

*  to  Zermati,  Sft6 

to  Aoeta,  369 

Chaam<mt,  noBt,  153 
Chausa^  142 
Cbaax  de  Fonda,  158 
Chavanea,419 
Chavonnes,  144 
Chavomay,  157,  162 
Cheornit,  col  de,  875 
ChMe,S98 

,  lac  da,  S94 

Chemin^  la,  400 
Chensea  torreot.  t06 
Qiermontane.  387 
Cb€ron,  river«  4S7 
Cheeses,  Swiss,  I48l  14',  <\ 
160,  S8&  ' 

Gheeeaax.  181  I 

Chesery,  eol  d%  194 
Chesses  S91  | 

Ch4»ttros,  144 
Chetif;  mont,  875,  409         | 
Cb^villa,  col  de.  196 

,  cfa&lets  of;  196 

Ghevrfftre,  col  dai  456 
Chexbres,147 
Chiamaii;  eastle,  874 

Chiareggfas  sn 
CAtoMsaa.  261 

•  to  Spliiirea,  961 

—-  to  Samadca.  br  tfer 
loya,  871 

toLeeeo,S81 

Chiesa,  878.  8AI 
ChiniB,  oBsUe  ot  442 
OhiQoa«  caade  o^  188. 
ChivasBO,  866 
Chivcl,  stream,  135 
Choaex,  417 
Chrlaon,  137 
ChristopAie,  St^  valley.  # 
ChQrfliisteD,8B 
Charwalden,  268 
Ciampanella*  480 
Cima  de  Jaai.  SSS,  3£s 
Ctmca  Blaaehes,  356 
anna^kel,  275 
Cirque  d'Annibal.  4il 
Clair^,eo),  448 

1  river,  460 

Claix,  la,  457 
CUpier  de  la  Trnfeata 
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DAKl). 

IMNAR. 

lier,  col  da,  448 

Ckfrcellea,  156,  158 

Darentada,  ano.,  450.   Site  of. 

ens,  182,  183 

Corenno,  88y 

454 

Id  en  alps,  240 

Gomare,  249 

Ditachbach  waterfidl,  109 

•Gnt.  115,237 

Corner,  193 

Dauben  See,  130 

Sm,26l 

Cortalllod,  156 

Dauphin,  le,  458 

■gia  river,  276 

CoMonay,  156,  162 

l,col  da,  4S0 

Gortame.  zlviii 

Dav68,988 

t»  Alpino,  371 

Gdte,  U.  179 

Davdsthal,  270 

«,  la,  pMi  off  160 

Cotton-works  in  Val  d'Oroo, 

Davy,  Sir  H.,  grave  of,  170 

my  391 

421 ;  at  Annecy,  436 

Daxio  Grande,  120 

one,  462 

Coney,  Enguerrand  de,  defeat 

Dead,  lake  of  the,  lOO 

lenx,  20 

of,  15 

DebAcle,  384 

em,  tonent,  322 

Coarmayenr,  378 

DeeandoUe,  grave  of,  170 

ine,  monte,  822 

*  to  Turin,  366 

D£16mont,  6 

RK,  Tal    de,   872,  374,  417. 

•  to  Martigny,  by  the  Col 

Demont,  474 

lllage,  418 

Ferrez,388 

Dent  Blanche,  ool  de  la,  354 

Bin,  440 

to  St.  Maurice,  428 

du  Chat,  438 

»Ry  218 

•  to  Chamonni,  by   the 

de  Jaman,  pass  of,  14 1 

*  to  Pfeffen  baths,  218 

AWhe  Blanche,  405 

duMidi,  181,182,195,  417 

•  to  Diaentts  and  Ander- 

Coorgn^,  421 

de  Mordes,  188 

stt,  by  the  Vorder  Bhein- 

Counendelin,  6 

de  Vanlion.  163 

lal,  246 

Convet,  160 

Derborense,  lake,  196 

•    to     Sunaden,    by    the 

Coux,  col,  416 

Derochoir,  col  du,  414 

aier,  267 

Coax,  cascade  of,  489 

Deasaix,  Gen.,  grave  of,  3S0 

•  to  Samaden  in  the  Enga- 

Coverdale,   Miles,  prints  the 

Devil's  Bridge,  116 

ne,  by  the  Albula,  270 
to  SplUgen.  by  the  Via 

first  English  Bible  at  Zurich, 

Devero,  val,  205 

32 

Diableiets,  195,  196 

ala,  254 

Cracalery,  lake,  455 

Diavoleia  Ptas,  279 

•    to    Chiavenna,   by   the 

Cnmont,  mont,  374 

Didier,  St.,  873,  42H 

>la^en,  254 

Graveggia,  206,  314 

Diemtisen-thal,  135 
Dieasennofen,  23 

•  to  Snta,  281 

Cremenx,  360 

■  to  Oavoa-Plas  and  Kloa- 

CresU,  262,  269 

DietAirth.  226 

n,282 

Cr«te  S)»he,  col  de,  863 

Dietikon,  19 

e,  443 

Cretinism,  Ixvii 

Digne  to  Barcelonette,  477 

rin,  col  de,  454 

Greux  de  Vent,  161 

Diligences  in  Switserland,  xx 

so,  322 

Crevasses,  Iviii 

Dill,  his  Panoramic  Views  of 

ongea,  184 

Crevola,  203 

the  Alps,  76 
Dindati  Qimpagna,  174,  198 

on,  col  de,  363 

Criner  Furca,  208 

OA,  col,  328 

Crischona,  St.,  5 

Diosa,  torrent,  394,  414 

aar,  478 

CriaK>lo,  village  of,  470 

DirecHofu  for    trcBodUng    in 

«ny.  1»3 

Crispalt.  249 

Switzerland,  $  12 

.mbier,  156 

Criatallina,  val,  252 

Disentia,  24 1,248;  abbey,  248 

2«t,423 

Croce,  Sta.,  272 

to  Olivone,  in  Val  Blegiio, 

bal,  lake  of,  409 

Oodone,  monte,  319 

ballas,  143 

Grodo,  209 

by  the  Lnkmanier,  2dl 

be  de  Gofp>e,425 

Croix,  col  de  la,  138, 143, 466 

to   tAndermatt,    by  th« 

de  Gavet,  468 

Obeialp,  248 

de  Saaaeneixe,  481 

de  Feuillette,  451 

*  to  Amsteg,  249 

de  Savoie,  481 

,  Ste,  157 

to  Airolo,  251 

betta,  Polnte  de,  349 

Croveo,  205 

Disrut  Pas%  253 

bin,  mont,  887 

Crusellles,  485 

Distances  in  Switxerland,  xviii 

blou.  430 

Cngulion,  mont,  477 

in  Piedmont,  808 

o,  316,  321 

Cula,  ool  de,  480 

Distel,  335 

,  Uke  of,  818 

Cully,  183        ( 

Dixenoe,  river,  864 

aae,  I&« 

Culos,  164,  432 

Dobbia,  val,  col  di,  341 

Ujia,4Sl 

Cuneo  to  Embran,  478 

Dodi  berg.  287 

Ions.  252 

Cnraglia,  252 

Dodoney, 420 

Does  of  St.  Bernard,  380 

D<me  river,  867 

rTAKOE,  24.    Great  oonn- 

Cure,  1 

>  25 

Cnstom-hottses,  xi,  308 

,  UkeoC  30 

* 

Ddle,  mont,  178 

. •  ateamen  on  the,  26 

T^ 

Dolixu,  mont,  875 

»  toBMle,19 

D. 

Dom,  837,  348 

•  to  Scbalfhaasen,  23 

Dacbsen,  28 

Axnines»  406 

Dachsfelden,  8 

Domdidier,  150 

bey,  1«7 

Dagmeraellen,  14 
Data,  river,  132,188,198 

Domeasin,  4S8 

o,  naonte^  27! 

Domlesehg  valley,  255 

era.  158 

Dalmaxio,  St.,  474 

Dome  d'Ossola,  208 

.eraion.  la,  148 

Damiano,  San,  473 

to  Arena,  307 

»et,  178 

Dance  of  Death,  2 

— ~  to  Locarnob  81 1 

nridre,  gUder,  384 

Dard,  cascade  du,  397     ' 

Donas^  368 
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Doiwo,  819 

DoriMfeh,  battle  of,  6 
DoioB,  Tallcy,  4M,  454 
DoQbi,  iiv«r.  IM.    Saat,  1S8 
DoaTaine,  IM 
Dovariii,  SOS 
Dne,  riTsr,  4&7 
Dngonata,  torrent,  3  IS 
Branee,  torrent,  416 
Dnnae  Tslley,  377.     Innnda^ 

tion  of,  384 
river  (in  Clublaii),  190, 

194 
Dravi,  477 
Dreiaehutenhom,  868 
Dm,  aigniUe  de,  398 
Dtib^ndorf.  36 
Dafffpa.  rtl,  3S4  j 
DiJndeoffTat,  127 
Dning,  diitraii,  487 
Dnnmee,  vallej,  460, 477 
Dnma-thal,  843 
Domten,  86 
Dflrrenboden,  S75 

E. 

Ban  Horta^  valley,  437 

Ean  Noire,  403,411 

Ebel,  grave  of,  81 

Ehenalp,8S5 

Ebihom,  8M 

Ebikon,  48 

Ebnat,  SS7 

Ebrodonnm,  aite  of,  187 

Eehelloi,  lea,  438 

Eck,109 

Eeluae,  1',  fort,  174 

Eflinentlial,  S07 

Eieri,  40.    Lake,  40,  830 

E^na,  coL  d',  839 

^gen,  838 

Eigher,  great,  88 

Klein,  88 

Einflaoh-thal,  198,  359 
Einafedeln  abbey,  888 
Einepanner,  xxlii 
Electric  telqiimph,  xviii 
Elgif,alO 
Elm,  843 

to  Pfeffeii,  843 

to  Flima,  843 

Elva,  ool  di,  478.    Village,  472 
Emfaran,  477 
Emetten,  68 
Emme,  river,  8, 15, 78 
Emmenbrttcke,  15 
Emmeothal,  71 
Enelavea,  rocka,  481 
BngadiM  dncrib§d,  873 
Enge,  peninaala,  8 
Engelbers,  108 

to  Altorf,  108 

Engelhomer,  98 

Engfae,  77 

Enghi.  848 

Engliali  war,  and  barrow,  14 

EngsUenAlp,lll 


DfBEX* 


Enneda,  885 

KnUeboeh,  71 

BntTOKleax-Eaicc,  458 

Bntrevei,  val  d',  878 

Bntremont,  val  d*,  877 

EraoBoa'a  grave  and  tomb- 
atone,  8.    ReaMenee,  4 

Eigol^  river,  18,  80 

Erlach,  and  eaatle  o4  158;  155 
,  von.  8,  15 

Erienbacb,  97, 139 

Emi  (Arnold),  68.  Birtliplaee. 
70 

Erin,  ool  d',  364 

,  val,  864 

Entfeld,  109 

Eningen,  80 

BM^her  von  der  Unth,  hla  grave, 
31.  Hia  workaon  tbeUnth 
and  lake  of  Wallenatadt,  86. 
MonnmenUl  tablet  to,  37 

Eacholzmatt,  71 

Eael,53 

Eaine,  888 

EMeUlon,  Fort  1',  444 

Etiahom,  105.  Excanions 
from,  106 

BUvax.  val,  148 

Etronblea,  388 

EtaeU  mont,  887 

Ev^die.  r,6 

Evian,  194 

Evionai^  189, 195 

Evolena,  868, 8C4 

to  Zermatt,  864 

*  to  Aoata.  363 

*  to  St.  NfeliolM,358 

*  to  St.  Loo,  368 

ExiUea,  valley  and  visage,  461 

Eali-thal,  849 


P. 
Faido,  181 
Fain,  val  de,  877 
FalkniM.  8 14,816,  881 
Farel,tbe  Belbrmer,  171 
Pariolo,  807 
PKtaeh,  340 
Fitichhaehlkl]a,886 
Faadgny,  891 
Faolhorn,  90 
Faveigea,  437 
Ffee  guder,  836 
— —  valley  and  hamlet,  336 
Feiatenherg,  864 
Peldbaeh.  84 
Feldkircb,  881 
Fellenberg,  M.,  9 
Felaenegg,  40 
Feneatrellea,  viUage  and  fort, 

468 
Fenfitre,  ool  de  U,  389 
Fenetxe8,oolde8,387 
Fenia,  eaatle,  369.    Valley,  480 
Fer-i-ebeva),  415 
Ferden,  184 
Fermel-thal,  186 
Feraey,  174 
Femigen,110 


Xi^ 


FerpfaleglaMc,S6& 

Perrera,3s8 

Peiret,  or  Ferm,  eol,  V 

Ferri^446 

Fcrvente^SSS 

FIte  dea  V«aenBi.  1S3 

Feidllrtte,  C^otx  i%  u: 

Fidnia  batlM,  981 

Fier,  river.  486 

Filar,  S3S 

FUiax,S«8 

FUiaar.  870 

Findelenglada;3&5 

Finhaat,4l8 

Flnater  AariMo^  86.  9$ 

Aaiaehlocht,  9C 

-— Aarglaei«r.« 
FinatermBnx  jmm,  S73,t^ 
Flora,  65,  U8 
Fbn,  meaaiag  o(  Iri 
Fiahiog,  1^  84, 186 
Fitxnao,  44.     Aac 

Rigiftom,44 
Flamatt%  144 
Fliaehbe^SU 
Flaine;laede,4i5 
Flawy  1,810 
Fleg^re,  400 
FleCachkora.  337 
Flenrier,  160 
Flima,  844,  846 
Flimaer  Fin,  844 
Flooda,lxvi 
Flowers,  Alpine,  U 
Fine,  NieolM  von  dff.<-  *^ 

Hiagzave^  69.   ffiiHtP^ 

70 
Flo^la  paai^  Stt 
Fltielen,05, 113 

to  llelllnaaaa.  1U 

Flamaerpaa^an 
Flamet,  431 
Foax,  la,  478 
Fobello,  389, 886 
Fohn  (wiodX  liz,  S» 
Foi,  Sto.,  487 
Folio,  388 
Fonda,  415 

Fontaaa,  hiilihthplan' 
Fonteoavertt;  454 
Foppa,  817 
Foppiano,  go^e  ot  «•» 
Forbea,  Piolkeaor,  ^  K 
Fordaa,  144 

•  ool  de  la,  393, 41 . 

St.  Gcrvaaa,405 

Forcletta,  fta  de  la.  S« 
Poroola  paaa,  8<8 
Formaxsa  valley,  807 
Fomel,  486, 458 
Fomo,S88 
Fonon,  moat»  430 
Four,  eol  da,  407 
Four  Oantone,  lake  ef  »' 
Fkaaeto  L,  471,  475 
Fnarinone  ftU,  808 
FkaaenMdiSS 
PhmenkirdMw  MS 
F^vaox,  la,  480 
F^ii%eoldow444 


im>£x. 
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FBHKET. 

Frenet,  457 
Fritet.  chaine  dm,  415 
Fr^ty,  mont,  876 
Fr«udenberg,  21S 
Fkxtbvbo,  144.     Siispeiiikm 

bridgat,  145, 146.  OBnUmof, 

146 
Friedriehahafen,  27 
Frobeniii%  4 
Frohhaw,  IS 
FrathvftU,  208 
Fratigen,  128 
Farca,  put  of,  100 

Horn,  lOl 

Furce  Kien,  or  Seeflnen  HuI, 

126 
FurcuIapMi,  262 
Fargi^e  Thai,  837 
Funt,  Walter,  68,  114 
Furtwang,  102 
FuBoli,  Henry,  31 
Fnrio,  814 


G 

Uabelhom,  354 

Gabiet  See,  341 

Giihris,  223 

Gadmeo,  26, 110 

Gadmenthal,  1 10 

to  Grimtel,  102 

Gaia^  waterinK-pUoe,  223 

Oalandaherg,  2 1 6 

Galenatoek,  102 

Galeae,  col  de,  424 

(talgenen,  37 

Gall,  St^  210.  ManaActures, 
211.  Tradition  and  history, 
211.  Gkthedral,21l.  Monaa- 
tery,  212.    Uhnry,  212 

to  Gala  and  Appenxall, 

221 

to  Heriam  and  Umaeb, 

225 

*  to  Zurich,  210 

Gam  pel,  134 

Gamachiliicke,  124 

Qamaen,  torrent,  199 

Gsntbnmnen,  7 

Ganther,  200 

Gardaval,  caatle,  275 

Gardona,  261 

Garibaldi,  309,  316 

Gasteren,  129 

Gasteren-thal,  12ft,  129 

Oaudendo  Ferrari,  324, 367 

Gaoli  glaeier,  103 

Oayet,  458 

Geant,  col  da,  373,  376,  404 

,  glacier  do,  896 

Geiaaberg,  109 

Gelfe,  moot,  887 

Oemmi,  pas$  ({^,127 

Gemabtock,  237 

Gematein,  841 

Oeneroao,  monte,  315 

GxmvA«  164.  ifltiMtlon  and 
appeanmce,  165.  PUil  of  the 
town,  166.    Oilhednl,  167. 


GLABKI8GH. 

Mnaenms,  167,168.  library, 
lAP.  Botanic  Garden,  168. 
Illnatrioua  natively  168. 
Maniifketure%  168.  Oon- 
veyancea,  169.  Phyaieiana 
and  ahop-keepeia,  170.  Hia- 
tory,  170.  Tlie  Reformation 
in,  171.  The  EaeaUuie,  171. 
Bonaaean,  172.  EnTirona,  172 

Geneva,  ItAe  «/,  1 76 

Geneva*  to  Naeon,  164 

to  Martigny,  by  Tlumon, 

193 

to    Villeneave,  by  Lan- 

aanne,  176 

to  Chambery,  by  Aix,  432 

to  Lyona,  432 

^—  to  Cnamoani,  390 

'——  to  Aiguebelle  and  An* 
neey,  435 

Ogitewe,  meat,  460 

Oentel-thal,  HI 

George,  St.,  abbey,  28 

George's.  St.,  164 

Germain,  castle,  868 

,  St.,  480 

Germanaaca,  val,  463 

Germano^  St,  464 

Oeraaa,  62.  Aaoent  of  the 
Rigi  from,  44 

Gera,  lac  de,  415 

Gervaia.  St.,  hatha,  393 

Gesaler'a  caatle,  64.  Death,  55, 
64 

Geasner,  the  poet,  birthplace 
of,  32 

,  natoraliat,  birthplace  of, 

82 

Geaaonay,  138, 140 

Ge8tad,66 

Gestig^thal,  138 

Getros  glacier,  384 

Giaeomo,  San,  206,  266,  342 

,  gorjte  oi  260 

Gibbon,  181 

Giebel-thal,  206 

Gieaabaeh  Alia,  95 

Giffk-e,  torrent,  891 

Oignod,883 

OiTly,  Dr.,  466 

Oingoagh,  St.,  182, 194 

Giomico  (Imii),  121 

Gloux,  425 

Giovanni,  St.,  464 

Oiali-Fluh,  16 

Oite,  la,  valley,  431 

Glaoikrs^Iv.  Extent,  Ivi.  In- 
creaiie  and  diminntion,  Ivi. 
Movement,  Ivii,  Izi.  Cre- 
vaaaea,  Ivili.  Colour,  lis.  Mo- 
raines, lix.    Melting,  Ixli. 

of  Grindelwald,  88, 89,  90 

— -  of  Roaenlani.  92 

—  of  the  Aar,  99 

— -  of  the  Rhone,  100 

of  the  .figgisehhoni,  106 

Ghwier  galleries,  201 

Glane,  147 

GlariSk288 

Qlimisfih  moontain,  288 


OBEMZAGH. 

Olanu,  235.    Conflagntion  in 

1861,  235 

•  to  Wesen,  284 

to  Staehelberg  baths,  286 

— — >  to  Reicbenan,  243 

to  Hans,  244 

•  to  Sch  wyts,  by  the  Kloo- 

thai  and  Maotta,231 

>  valley  of,  86,  284 

,  canton,  284 

GUtt^thal,  28,  86,  210 

Glenner,  valley,  288 

01er»«e,  155 

Gletacher  Alp^  837 

Omre,  la,  466 

Glion,  184 

Olys,  199 

Giiifetti,  M.,  340 

Omtre,  Isvii,  372 

Goldaa,  42,  55.    Ascent  of  the 

Klgi  from,  42 
Gold-mines,  202,  831 
Goletta.  col  de.  452 
Goliie,  col  de,  194,  416 
Oondo  gorge,  202 
—  gallery,  202 

village,  202 

Gonien,  89 
Gorges,  Alpine,  slii 
Gorgier,  St.  Aubin,  166 
Gomer  glacier,  849 

Grat,  349 

Vispach,  387 

GSachenen,  108, 115 
Gothard    S(.,  peuM    qf,   112. 

Hospice  of,  119 
Gotteron,  river,  144.  Gorge  of, 

146 
Gottlieben,  castle  of,  24 
Gonille,  cascade,  415 
Grarenort,  108 
GrafToneire,  384 
(iriiggi,  102 
Gran  Rioborent,  472 
Grand  Colaret,  428 
Grand  Gombin,  374 
Grand  Pkradis,  357,  419 
Grand  Pelvoas,  881 
Grand  Plateau,  404 
Grand  Vallon,  447 
Grand  Vant,  148 
Grande  Caase,  455 
Grande  Croix,  445 
Grande  Motte,  452 
Grands  Mulets,  408 
Grandson,  156.    Battle  of,  156 
Grandval,  7 
Grange  baths,  12 
Grato,  341 

Granbnnden,  219,  2 
Grauhanpt,  343 
GnnehSmer,  217 
Grave,  la,  469 
Qravellona,  807 
Greina,  253 
Grenier,  moot,  442 
Grenchen,  12 
Grenoble   to    Brian^n,    457, 

481 
Grensaeh,  20 
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GBES6AU. 

GreaKiii,  417 
Grenonay.  339 

•  to  Ala(;:na,  348 

to  Cb&tillon,  345 

Qrey,  Lady  Jane,  letters  of, 
31 

Grey  Leafae,  819,  847 

Grexy,  433 

Gries,  p«n  of,  807 

Grigna,  388 

GMmmi  pan,  135 

Oriauelt  hospice  of  the,  97. 
Pan  of,  96.  Skirmish  of, 
98.    Passes  to  or  from,  101 

to  Hospenthal,  100 

to  the  Xggischhorn,  103 

to  Meyrin^en,  103 

to  Brief,  104 

Griudelwald,  88 

,  fflaeiezs  of,  89,  90 

— — ,  lower  glacier,  visit  to,  89 

— -  to  Meyringen,  by  the 
Great  Soheideck,  92 

to  Grimsel,  101 

Orion,  188,  196 

Grisanche,  val,  374,  485 

Grisons,  language  of.  219. 
History  and  government  of, 
219,  247 

Orivola.  pic  de  la,  419 

Groscavallo,  454 

Grotte  des  F6es,  163 

Graben,  359 

Grutli,  or  RuUi,  63 

Gray^res,  castle,  141.  Counts 
or,  141.    Cheese,  141 

Grynan,  castle  of,  36 

Gspaltenhom,  186 

Gsteig,  81,  137,  138 

Gudin,  General,  98,  113 

Guggli,  349 

OuiDSs  in  Switierland,  xxv. 
AtChamoani,396.  In  Pied- 
mont and  Savoy,  308.  At 
Zermatt,  348 

Guiers  Vlf,  torrent.  438 

Guil,  the,  466,468 

Guillestre,  467 

Guisanne,  valley,  459 

Gumihorn,  81 

Giiminen.  148 

Gore,  la,  458 

Garexmittlerboch,  110 

Gurf,  808 

Gnrnigel,  148 

Guttanen,  96 

Gyswyl,  69 

H. 

Hasg,  887 

Habsborg,  castle  of,  18.    Neu, 

csstle  of,  54,  61 
Haeken,  930 
Hahnenborg,  109 
Hahnenmooa,  189,  136 
Haldensteln,  castle,  817 
Hameaa  da  Glacier,  407 
Hammerlin,  birthplace  of,  88 
Hsndek,  falls  of  the  Aar,  96 


HDTTEK. 

HoMiMftaTs  route  over  the  Alps, 

488,  489,  430 
Harder,  81 

HasU,  or  Meyringen,  93 
Hauddres,  365 
Haaenstein,  Unter,  13 
Hansen,  48 
HautdeCry,  191 
Haute  Combe,  433 
Hants  Genevevs,  158 
Hantville  Chateau,  183 
Heiden,  883 
Heights  of  mountains,  lakes, '  IlAs  river,  7 1 


IVBOGKE. 


I. 

fbach,  «0,  233 
Ilierg,  castle,  826 
Iffigen,  136 
Iffigenbach.  136 
Ifligen-thal,  136 
Ilans,  246 

I toOUvone,  8» 

*  to  Splogen,  8G 


and  passes,  $  19,  Ixix 

Heiligenkreutz,   hamlet    and  ' 
valley,  S05 

Heinrichsbad,  885 

Helleplatte,  96 

Henniez,  151 

Herbag^es,  413 

Her^mence,  val  and  village, 
364 

H6rena,  val  d',  364 

Hergiswyl,  63  | 

Heri,  431 

Herisao,  886 

Herrenreuti,  109 

Hercogenbuchsee,  0,  15 

Hindelbank,  15 

Hinter  Rhein  thai,  848,  246, 
865.   Village,  865 

History,  xlv 

Hochhom,  134 

H(jchste  Spitae,  353 

Hochstflckli,  830 

Hochthaligrat,  349 

Hof,  103 

.Hofwyl  agricultural  institu- 
tion, 9 

Hohenkasten,  213,  225 

Hohenklingen,  castle  of,  23 

Hohenrain,  26 

HohenSaz,  213 

Hohentwiel,  83 

Hohes  Licht,  343 

Holbevi  —  coUection  of  his 
drawings  at  Basle,  3.  Anec- 
dotes of,  3 

Hollow  Way,  54 

Homburg,  castle  of,  13 

HApitol,  431 

Horgen,  35, 40 

H(5mli,  350 

Horses  and  moles  in  Switier- 
land, xxvii 

Hospice  air  Acqua,  209 

Hospital,  or  Hospenthal,  101, 
118 

Hugi,  Pkofessor,  hut  of,  99 

Hundsalp.  110 

Hundswyler  Tobel,  286 

Hnnenberg,  Henry  von,  41 

Huningen,  5 

Hunnenflue,  82 

Husbandry,  Swiss,  zlviii 


lilies,  val  d',  194, 19».  40T 
Im-Abachwung,  99 
Im-Boden,  96 
Im-Gnmd,  96 
Im-Ho^  96 
Im-Loen,  207 
Immenaee,41,  55.    Asc^s* 

the  Rigi  ftom,  43 
Im-Saas,  103 
Im-Selden,  126 
Imseng.  Herr,  336,  355 
Ill-aee,  360 
Inden,  133 
Infemet,  458 
Ingria,  420 
/m,  valley  of,  273 

river,  282.  269, 1?I 

Inns    of  Switxerlaad,  xir-. 

Charges  in,  xxx. 
of  Piedmont  sad  Srr. 

301 
Ins,  151 
Intelvi,  val.  320 

IKTEBI.A.KIM,  80 

to  Lantecbrannea,  $• 

^"to  Than,  79 

to  Brienx,  94 

to  Sion  or  Scne,  13' 

Intschi,ll5 
Intra,  310 
Intragna,  312 
Introbbio,  322 
Inundations  of  tiie — 

Alpbach,  93 

Dranse,  190 

Emme,  78 

lAUtfaach,  69 

Linth,  36 

Val  de  Bagiiiee,384 
Irnis.  121 
Iron-mines  (tf  Val  de  Vctt 

416 
IseUa,203 

Isenthal,  valley  oC  6$ 
Iseian,  col  d',  453 
Is^.  valley  of;  427, 442,  i.'- 
Isles,  les,  410 
!  Isola  Bella.  S0« 

Madz«,  309 

di  San  Giolio,  38'; 

laolsocia,  880 

IaBeit,S88 

Italy t  appraacfa  to,  203 


-,  school  fbr  practical,  9 
Hubs,  John,  his  prison,  23,  24,    Itsnang','24 
85  '  Ivoune,  175 

Ilutten,  Ulric,  burial-place,  85    Ivrea,  867 

Ivrogne,  S73, 426 


JACOB. 


J. 

Jtcoh,  St,  buttle  of;  6,  U 
Jtman,  141 
Jardin,  le,  898 
Jaachlipu8,7l,  108 
Jaun,  140.    Valley,  140 
Jaxer  Alp,  244 
J*zi,  Cima  de,  333,  35S 
Jean  de  Manrienne.  St.,  443 

d*ArTes,St.,  4&6 

Jenati,  862 

Jeoiie,  St.,  410 

Jerome  of  league,  hia  prison, 

24 
Je6uit%148 

Joch,  pue  of  the,  109, 110 
Jolimont,  161,  1&6 
Jon,  eol  de,  845 
Jorat,  1A1, 181 
Joax,  eh&tpao   de.  160.    Lac 

de,  163.    Golonne  de,  429 
Jouxplane^  eol  de,  194,407,416 
Jovenean,  417 
Jovet,  mont,  368, 406 
Jafl; S62 
JaIJen,St,435 
Juliet  pau,  868 
Jang,  358 
Jun^pfitan,  87 
Jupiter,  plain  of,  881 
Jura,  6, 153,  1&6 

valley,  18 

Juatis-thal,  80 


Kalen.  888 
Kaiaeratohl,  69 
Kalaiida,816 
Kalfeuaer-thal,  917 
Xaltwaaaer,  glacier,  201      Z 
Kamadra,  853 
EamoT,  813,  885 
Kander,  river,  78,  188, 186 
Kandeiateg,  129 
Kappel,  48.    Rattle  ot,  48 
Katherinethal,  83 
Katechaxattls,>41 
Katxenatridc,  2S0 
Kiitxi%855 
Kehrbaohi,  807 
Keith,  manltal,  1A6 
Kemble,  John,  gniTe  of,  181 
Kerenzenberg,  885 
Kerns,  68 
Kerstelen-tha],  115 
Kienholz,  94 
Kientbal,  127,  128 
Kinsig  Kalm,  11 8,  288 
Kippel,  186,  134 
•~—  to  Kandentei^  188 
Kirehet,  96 
Kistengzat,  242 
Klaiuen  pan,  240 
Kleine  Emme.  valley  o(  71 
Kleiner  Xodi.  241 


INDEX. 


LAUSANKE. 

Kleinthal,  248 
Klinuenhorn,  58 
Klonsee,  233 
Klonthal,  233      .    -^^ 
Klostexa,  282 
Klus,  115,  140,281 
Knapaack,  xuiv 
Knox,  John,  171 
Kcepftaach,  36 
Konigafelden,  17 
Konolfingen,  78 
Kosciusko,  10 
Kraehenthal,  118 
Krauchthal,  848 
Kray  Alp.  225 
Kreotzboden,  138 
KreatU  pass,  249 
Kreualingen,  26    ' 
Krieg  Alp,  2UA     '. 
Krieni,58 
Kriei,  340 
Krisiloch,  53      > 
Kublia,  288 
Kumbels,  253 
!Kankelspoa,2l7 
Kurflirftteii,SUS 
Kurs,! 
Kussnacht,  84,  54.    Aaoeat  of 

the  Rigi  flrom,  43 
Kybozg,  castle  oC  28 


L. 

LsaZflO? 

Lac,  col  do,  426      V 

Laehen.  37,  227 

Ladders,  Leitem,  132 

Lake  dwellinn,  remains  of,  31 1 

Lakrs    of    Switzerland,    zl. 

Heights  of,  Ixix 
Landenberg,  68 
Landeron,  156 
Land(^uart,  217,  218,  288 
lAndri,  451 

lAnghans,  Mad^  monnjnent,  15 
Langnau,  71 
Lsnffwieeen,  282 
Lanslebonrg,  444 

•  to  Chamb^,  449 

— r*  to  Motttiers,  454 

Lans  le  Villard,  454 

Lansada,  281 

Latelhom,  888 

Latrobe,  189,  161 

Laitenbach,  185 

Laubeck,  castle  and  gorge,  140 

Lanberhom,  87 

Laaenen,  189 

to  Gsteig,  137 

Lanfelflnuen,  IS 
Laufen,  castle  of,  21, 28 
LauflTenbiug,  20 
Lauffen,  6 

Laoibach  torrent,  69 
Laupen,  battle  of,  144 
Lausahite,    179.     Cathedral, 

180.  Castle,  180.    Museum, 

180.    House  of  Gibbon,  181. 

Neighbourhood,  181  | 
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LIE8TAL. 


LansANirK  to  VilleneaTe^  by 

Vevav,  181 

•  to  Frevborg,  147 

•  to  Berne,  by  Morat,  148 

•  to  Geneva,  176 

•  to  Yverdun,  155 

Lautaret,  col  de,  459 
Lautezaar  xlacier,  99, 103 
LauteraarsaUel,  103 
Lauterbrunnen,  83 

,  upper  vsUey  of,  84 

toGrindeiwald,  85 

to  Kippel  or  Kandexsteg, 

by  the  Tschingel,  123 
-~-  to  Kanderateg,  by  the  See- 

flnen  Fnrkeand  Dttndengrat, 

126 
Lancet,  477 
I.Aval,  453 
Lavanch^  401 
Lavater,  birthplace  of,  29, 82. 

At  Ober-Rieden,  35.   Death 

of,  31  . 

Lavaux,  183 
Laveno,  SIO 
Lavey  bath,  188 
Lavin,  275 
Laviziara,  val,  314 
Lead-mines,  451,  459 
Lebendue,  lake  and  valley,  205 
Lecourbe,  General,  63, 109, 118, 

1 16,  266 
Lecco,318 

,  lago  di,  823 

Lechaod,  glacier  dcb  398 
Lecherette,  142 
Legnone^  monte,  822       ' 
Leiase,  col  de,  452 
Leitem,  132 

Leman,  lake,  176, 182, 183 
Lemie,  42 1 
Lenk,  136 

to  Lauenen,  187 

Lens,  mont,  458 
Lenta,  river,  470 
Lenz,  268,  lf70 
Lepin,  439 

Leuk,  batht  of,  181.    VUlnge 

of,  133 
Levanna,  423 
Leventina,  val,  120 
Leyase,  village  and  river,  441 
Libraries — 

Baale,  3 

Berne,  76 

Chambdry,  441 

Coire,  818 

Engelbeig,  108 

St.  Gall,  212 

Geneva,  168 

NeuehAtel,  153 

Schaffbaasen,  3i3 

Zofingen,  IS 

Zurich,  31 
Lichtenstelg,  226 
Lichtensteln,  221 
Liddes,  .S77 
LieaUl,  U.    Slanghter  of  the 

menof  Basleat,  18        ^ 

2  A 
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LmsN. 

Umera  Alp,  249 

Ummat  river,  17,  M 

Linard,  I'iz,  201 

l<ind«a,  27 

LInth.    Taller    of*  *S<t   SM. 

River,  84,  36,  234 
— —  Oolony,  S7 
LioacB.  lake,  U2 
Lira,  260 
Ltaerne,  192,  197 
Livtgno,   valley  and    village^ 

27&,  279 
Loeana,422 
Xoerimo,  812 
Loehliberf ,  264 
Locle,  169 
LMrbe.  131,  IBS 
LSflHlhom,  104 
LoRa,eol  dea,  158 
Lohtikatacher,  Swrlti,  xxll 
Lolion,  Gen.,  1 10, 1 13,  1 16 
Lombardore^  421 
Looa,  Pas  de,  362 
Lonfiet,  col  de,  47^  479 
Lonxa,  river,  134 
Lone,  river,  49 
LosUllo^  267 
LOtaehslltteK  204 
L5tKhbent,  134 
Latachthal,  126,  184 
Louia-Pbilippe,  254 
Loaiie,  valley  and  village,  481 
Lonrtier,  384 
Lowertc,  58 
Luc,  St.,  259 

,  to  Evolena,  862 

Loeendro.  lalca,  119 

Laeemy  151 

LuGKaKR,48.  Plan  of  the  town, 

49.  Bridge^    50.    Anena), 

50.  Thorwaldaen'a  Lion,  52. 
•   Steameri^   52.       Lake^   52. 

Sketch-map^  51.    Mount  Pi- 
late, 53 

-^to8Qhw%-ti^54 

to  KlOfl'en,  60 

— -  to  Meyringen  or  Brieni^65 

— —  to  Berne,  by  the  l^tie- 
bach, 71 

—  to  flerae,  by  railway,  72 

— —  lake  of,  60 

Lndlow,  grave  of,  182 

Lugano^  81 6 

——to  Como,8l6 

—,  lake  of,  318 

luggage,  zxli 

Lugneta-thal,  258,  264 

Lugni,  lake,  273 

Luino,  816 

— —  to  Menaggio,  816 

Lnkmanier  paas,  251 

Luner  Se«,  2ti4 

Lungem,  lake  of,  69.    Drain- 
ing or,  69 

; ,  village  of,  69 

Lnnghino,  monte,  262,  278 

I^^aema,  valley.  464 

Laagen  Alp,  107 

I'Utaobine,  river,  88 
atienateig,  816 


MARnORr. 

Lyons,  or  Maoon,  to  Geneva, 
(rail),  164 

to  Geneva,  432 

to  Alx,  482 

— —  to  Chambery,  438 
Lys  Blanche,  ool  de  la,  487 
Lys-thal,  342,  345, 867 

glacier,  842 

Lya,  8, 151 


K. 

Maeagno^  810 
Macdonald,  Marshal,  259 
Macot  lead-mines,  450 
Maengnaga,   888.    Ezeiusiona 

from,  332 

to  Vi»p  and  Saas,  384 

— ^  to  Gressonay,  839 

Maddalena,  col  deila,  47ft 

Maderan  valley,  1 1 5, 237, 249 

Made^mo,  260 

Madrano,  2^1 

Madulein.  274 

Magadino,  812 

Magdalene,  St.,  gfotto,  147 

Mage,  364 

Maggia,val,  818,  814 

Mngqiwre^  lake,  309 ,  314 

MagUndone,  307 

Maglan,392 

Masnin,  418 

Malgne,  col  de,  864 

Maira,  source  of,  268.    Vale  of, 

321,  472 

valley,  261 

Malstie,  Comte  1e,  birthplaee, 

44  i 
Majasset,  479 
Majolica,  la,  318,  819 
Maloria,  castle,  192 
Malsden,  262 
Malans,  281 
Malaure,  ool  de,  416 
Malleray,  7 
Mai  lone,  river,  421 
Maloggia  or  Maloya  pass,  279 
Malval,  Combe  de,  4d8 
Mandello,  828 
ManeiPe,  463 
Maps,  zxxii,  304 
Marat,  birthfilaoe,  156 
Marcel,  St.,  369,  450,  468.  Val, 

418 
Margarethen,  St.,  218 
Ma^gossolo,  monte,  808 
Marguerite^  St.,  456 
Maria,  SU.,  paa«,251 
Maria  Maggioie,  Sta.,  31 1 
Maria  sum  Sclinee,  42, 868 
Marjelen,  lake,  105, 108 
Marttgny,  190 

to  Aesta,  876,  888 

*  to  Geneva,  by  Thonon* 

188 
— —  to  GourmaTeni',  by   the 

Col  Fenes,  888 


MBTROIBEir. 


Martigny  to  rosrmaiev.bv 

the  Col  de  la  P««ecre,  M 
,  by  tht  Ool  de  S^ 

rena,889 
——to  Chamonni,  by  theCol 

deBalme,412 
— *  to  liiamooai,  by  ft( 

Nodre.  410 
Martin,  St..  344,  SM,  41? 

to  ChaJaioany.SlS 

1  val  de,  463  ' 

MarUnel,  irlacfer  oC  188 
Martino,  S.,  272 
Martinsbraek,  276 
Maninadmck,  89 
Maztinslech,  (<9.  244 
Masino.  val.  272 
Matiox,  26« 
Maasa  torrent,  105 
Massena,48.  98.  112,238 
Maatalone^  val,  321^  338 
Matt,  243 
Matten,  188 
Matterhom,  849 
MStti-thal.  206 
Mattmarkaee,  396 
Manpaa,  41 1 
Manpertuis*  tmnls  9 
Maurice,  St,  in  Savov,  tr.fl"- 

443.  451 

•  to  the  Col  da  ^mA,«^ 

— •  to  Courmawer,  Iww 

Little  SU  llemard,  4$l 

intheVa]ais,189 

Manrienne,  442 

to  Konrg  d'0y«Bi,i2 

Manrin.  4T9 
Mayen.  PO 
Mayenfeld,9n 
M«ven-Reaaei  116 
Mayenthal,  1 10. 115 
Mavenwand,  99 
Maxure,  427 
Masxneone,  oMat^  329 
Measures,  xvi 
Medelser-thul,  251 
Me3(bv(>,430 
Meggenlioni,  61 
Meglisalp,  226 
MegonOk  lake,  810 
Meiden,  bamlet,35». 
Meilen,  85 

Meillerie  rocks,  188. 1*4 
Meinau,  ialand  of,  :i8 
Melrhsee,  7 1 
Melchthal.  70 
Mels.  89,  248 
Melecio  torvem^  SIS 
Melide,  815 
Menaggio,  318 
Mendriaio,  315 
Menthon,  4St 
Mtelana,  477 
Mer  de  Glace,  897,  401 
MeigosM  tak%  807 
Meamer,  luithplaeet  24 
Mettelhorn,  364 
Mectenbeig.  M^  M 
Meyrinmn,  93 
—  toloterlake%  M 
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METRIKGEN. 

leyriamn  to  Hoapentlul.  95 

to  Waten,  lo» 

to  Eni^Uiorg,  116 

feyronne.  475 
leiiola,  Ujpo,  321 
iiaj^e  glacier,  409 
f  ichel,  St^  448 
fieville,  ItfO 
linidanum,  I  A! 
liolaiu  castle,  449 
lirabottc  fort,  466 
liribi«364 

Itsrhabelhorner,  S3 7,  348 
rUocoo,  villnfe  and  valley,  266 
Eisoins,  457 
lo'iane,  443 
loed,  414 

loesa  river,  189«    Sourae  of» 
266 

— ,  iUlsofthe,  set 
loesolft,  lake.  S6« 
lotne,  aii^tiille  dn,  398 
folaret,  446 
lOle,  moat,  39i,  416 
[oleaoa,  141,  US 
loUna,  £68 
[ollia,  3S4 
[ol  lis.  234 
lolrnaio.  390 
I8nch,  87 

loncliMttel.  105,  106 
[onestier,  baths  otp  459 
lonetier.  t73 
loney,  Swiss,  xvl 
-i—  of  Piedtnont,  303 
lonks,  108,  »0I,  378 
[ons  Angelonim,  108 
lofTT  Blan'c.  399 
— ,  Tour  of,  403 
[ont,  col  da,  427 
lont  Dauphin,  467 

—  •to  Pignerol,  464 

—  to  Gr<- noble,  481 
foEitioie,  S7V 

— ,  vaU  393,  406 

[ont  Jolt,  406.  430 

b>nta,  la,  467 

[onialto,  cantle,  36Y 

!ontanvert,  397 

[owtaff,  264 

[onttjenon,  181 

[outbovon,  141 

\osTB  KosA,332,S40.359 

ionterone,  mont^  309, 227 

lontets,  les,  394 

onthey* 195 

ontmelian,  442 

iontheux.  vslley,  438 

lonrmtrail,  159 

ontreux,  IB'i.  184 

ontriond,  194 

onviso,  471 

brainea.  lix 

braar,  *«7 

'orat    (Murten),  148.   Battle 

of,  149.    Lake  of,  149 

brclea.  Pentde,  188 

brtforKMi,  battle  of,  280  , 

oiv«,  river,  138,197 

bcgen,  831 


¥TTHBNB£Iia. 

Moii^enherg,  81 
Moriies,  179 
Morgin,  194.195 
MSrill,  107 
MoritA,  St.,  269 
Momex,  178 
Moro,  monte,  334 
Morone,  316 
Mortiratsch  glaeier.  877 
Morxine,  1S>4 
Movebelhorn,  965 
Mosses,  l«s,  149 
Motet,  chaleU  of,  408 
Motien  Traven,  160 
Mo'terone,  monia,  309 
Moud,  oul  di,  84 1 
Moudon(Mllden).  151 

Moulins.  140,  »99,  416 
Mountains,  heif^hts  of,  Ixix 
Moutiers  Qraadval,  7 

i  vai,  6,  7 

TarenUise,  449.    Salt^ 

works,  450 
Maggio,  val,  316 
MUhiehorn,  38 
Mtthlestalden,  102 
Muhlinen,82, 198 
Mules,  xxvti,  302 
MUllheim,  33 
Mnnchenbaohsee,  9 
Munch  wyler,  149 
Munnoth,  castle  of,  9S 
Munsingen,  77 
Munster,  in  Upper  VaUi%  104, 

207 
Munsterltngen,  27 
Munster-thal,  6,  7 
Maotts,  6U.  02,  938 

to  Altorf,  238 

toUlartts,23l 

to  StachelbertTt  938 

Muotta-thal,  118,239 
Mur  de  la  (^Ote,  403 
Mnrchison,  Sir  R.,  resesrehes 

St  U::hninj^n,  24 
Muretto  psai.  272 
Murg;  river,  33 
— — ,  villaj^e,  38 
Murren,  64 
Mnrten,  148 
M  urtkchenstock,  88 
Museums— 

Bdsle,  8 

Berne.  74 

Geneva,  167.  168 

Lausanne,  180 

NeuchAteU  158    ' 

Solenre^  10 

Zurich,  31 
Muslin  xnanufscture,  88,  211, 

212 
MnsM>,319 
Muthhorn.  196 
Miltten,  239 

Mnzxone,  village  and  lak^  816 
Mythenberg,  280 


NYOM. 


N. 


Nnfels,  battle,  284 

Nanity,  321,416 

Nanikon,  36 

Nant  Uo'iiant,  404 

Nam  brun,  val  de,  448 

Narexen,  )e45 

Narrenboch,  186 

Nsse.  79, 343 

Naiers.  108 

Nauders,  978 

Nebikon,  14 

Neff.  Felix,  467,  480 

Nesslau,  9(27 

NesBO,S20 

Nestbom,  196,  184,  199 

Neubrucke,  S47 

N  KUCH  4TC  I.  (  Neoenburg),  1 68. 

Palais      Roagemont,     16S« 

Lake  of,  152,  165.    Pierre  4 

bot,  158 
to  La  Chauz  de  Foods 

and  Locle,  158 

*  to  Kerne,  161 

to  Yverdun,  156 

•  to  I'ontarller,  160 

Keneneck,  144 

Neuhaus.  80 

Neuhausen,  90 

Neuvaehe,  val  de^  460 

NeuveviUr,  165 

N6ve,  meaning  of.  Ivi 

Nicholas,  St..  11.   Valley,  847. 

VilUge,  347 

to  Kvolena,  358 

de  Veroef,  406 

Nied«rwald,  104 

Niesen, '.8,  188.  Ascent  of,  79, 

128 
Niklaus.  347 
Ni volet,   col,  494.    Plan  de, 

494 
Nodz,  8,  165 
Noiraigue,  161 
Nolla,  torrent,  866 
Noses  the,  61 
Nothwyl.  14 
Notre    Dame    des   Eremites, 

928 
Novalise,  446 
Novasca,  4«x 
Noversch,  842 
Noxon  river,  163 
Nufenen   (Novena),   past  of 

909 
Nna.  369 
Nydau,  8. 156 
Nydelbad,  baths  of,  86 
Nyon.  178 


2a2 


494 


INDEX. 


OBESKAAB* 


0. 

Oberur  Oletacherp  99 
Oberurjoeh  pan.  103 
Ober-AIbit.  47    i 
Oberalp,  pn*  and  lake,  S49 
Ober-G«stelen,  104 

to  Domo  d'OMola,  207 

—  to  Airolo»  209 

Ober*Halhttain,  268 

Oberhaoaenbaeh,  torrent,  2ft9 

Oberied,  213 

Oberklroh,  8« 

Oberland,  Bernese,  the,  77 

Obermatt,  111 

Obem  MalenaaM,  216 

Ober-Rieden,  86 

ObenUflel.  237 

Oberwald,  104 

ObaUlden,  233 

Ochaenberg,  111 

Ochaenblanke,  2S7 

OehMnttock,  237 

Octodarus,  site  oC  190 

Oderdorf,  18 

CEhningen,  quarriet  of,  98 

(Ewhinen,  valley  oC  127, 129 

(Eatadten,  19 

Ofenthal.  337 

Oxffebbio,  810 

Oldenhom,  188 

Olivone,  252 

OUen,  ool  di.  841 

OUocda,  Tal,  831,  888 

OUomont,  887 

Ollon  St.  Tryphon,  187 

Olten,  18 

Omei^na,  823,  828 

Omeinas,  lake  of,  148 

Ondno,  470 

Orbe.  157, 162.    Sooree  of  the, 

163.  Town,  162 
Oroo,  val  de,  421 
Ormelune,  426,  451 
Onnonda,  lea*  valley  of,  142, 

187 
Omavuea,  807 
Oron  le  CbAtelet,  147 
Oropa.  N.  D.  di,  366 
Orriiiee,  877,  388 
Ortlne,  val,  410 
Orta,327 

,  lake  of,  826 

Ortenstein,  255 

Oa«>la,  val  d',  208,811,  830 

Onchea,  894,  405 

Oucby,  179 

Onlas,  Oolette  de,  416 

Oulx.  461 

Qyaee,  868 

Oyen.SL,S83 

Ouemone,  valley,  812, 313 


P. 

Paenna,  470 

Pain  de  Sucre,  188,875 


PIEOMOST. 

Pfelet,  ool  de,  455 

Pallansa,  810 

Panlx,  245 

Paniaer  paai,  244 

Pantenbittcke.  237 

f^racelaos,  birthplace,  fSO 

Paradles.  23 

Parii,xi 

Paroi,  lake,  479 

PiM  Sion,  430 

Passes  </  tAe  Alps,  sill,  1. 
Roada  over  them,  li. 
Heights  of,  Isx. 

Pastrycooks  (Bngadine),  274 

Pastorales,  liii 

PAyeme,  150 

Paal,St^  valley  and  village 
479 

Peccia,  814 

Pedenoa,  valley,  276 

Pedestrian  travellers,  hints  to, 
0  12,  xxziii 

Pedriolo,  338 

Peiden,  258 

fiaths,264 

Peire,  col  de,  478 

Pela,  mont.  478 

PAerin  cascade,  397 

glacier,  399 

PelisBier,  pent,  894 

Pella.  828 

Pellk:e,val,464 

Pelvoax,  mont,  4i9 

Penej,  420 

Peiinilueus,  186 

HerdKtsch,  258 

Perrier,  468 

Peniere,  la,  454 

Perouae,  469 

Perte  du  RhOn^  164,174 

Pesai,  425 

Pesey  mines,  451 

Pestaloui,  15, 18, 157.  Birth- 
place, 88 

Pestarena,  881 

P^teret.  mont,  876 

Peterlingen,  160 

Peter's  Grat.  194 

Feterahauaen,  24 

Peter's  Plax,  263 

Peter's,  St.,  Thai.  258 

Petit  Goeor,  449 

Pfaffenaprang,  115 

Pfaffenwand.  Ill 

P&ffiken  See,  86 

PAftikon,  227 

PrxrrBRs  Aaths,  214 

convent,  216 

Pfyn,  198 

Pianano.  260 

Piano  di  Fiorena,  470 

Piano  Malie.  470 

del  R4, 470 

Piccola,val«888 

Pi^  de  Malera,  880 

PiKDMONT,  899.  Alps,  999. 
Waldensian  valleys,  300,464. 
Inns,  accommodation,  &c.. 
Sill.  Roads,  moles,  gnides, 
802.  Postinft  Cttstom-hoose, 


POKTK. 

wines,   money,  maps,  SCS. 

Tours.  804 
Piene  d*Alb|gnv.i^  448 
Pierre  desAn^Ui,  895 
Piene  i  Bemrd.  464 
Pleire-h-bot.  158 
Pierre  ilt  voir,  190 
Pierre  Peitnis,  7 
Piene,  St.,  378,  377 

isle,  155 

PletRsSu^34S 
Pignerol,  464 

to  Mont  Dan]Ain,  4Ci 

Pilate,  mount,  51.     Sopai- 

tion  eoneerninib  53 
Pile  Alp,  340 
Pilkm,  ool  de,  138. 143 
PineralOk  464 
Pinta,  col  do,  343 
Piode,  389 
Ploia,S51 
PiotelU,  forest,  180 
novema,  3X2 
Pisciadella.  tmt 
Piscie,  col  delle,  849 
Piumegna  waterlU^  111 
Pis  Beveren,  216 
Pis  Languard,  877 
Pit  Linud,  275,  201 
PisRosein,  241 
Pis  St.  Giaa,  309 
Pino,  ama  del,  333 
Plan  des  Dumeai,  407 
Plan  des  Ues,  143 
Plan  du  Loup.  450 
Planay,  4M 

Pianpinet,  BehcUes  d^  Hi 
Planpra,400 
Planta,  fkmily  at,  174 
Platalva,  237 
Plati^coldela,4tt 
PUtta,  2$t 
Platten,  134 
Plattenberg,  249 
Plata,  264,  V83 
PUt,  S64, 363 

toS1lss,28S 

Pleasnr,  river.  289 
Plettf8,261,  271 
Pleyans,  189 
Pliniana,  la,  390 
Pb,  valley.  470 
Pommat,  807 
Pons,  St.,  476 
Pont,  Le(Joax),  163 
Pontarlier,  160 

to  Nenefaitel,  160 

Pont  d'Ael,  418 

Pont  Beauvofidn,  439 

—  to  Chamb^y,  by  A^ 

hellette.  439 
Pbnt  Bosel.  368 
Pont  Charles  Albert,  435 
Pont  St.  Martin.  367 
Pont  Serrant,  428 
Fonte  or  Put*  in 

971,  974 
PoQte,eh91eta,9eo 
Pontr  Grande,  331,  336 
Fonte  della  Gala,  SH 
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PONTB. 

ante  Cb!an«le,  47S 
mte,  in  Val  d'Orea,  490 

—  to   Villeneave,    by   Val 
8avai»ne)te.  4i» 

Hit*  Tren,  816 

fotet.  406 

iDtrediui,  HD»j,  276.  VllUge, 

t77 

—  to  Bormlo,  276 
ipnlation,  nlVi 
i>rlezai.S18 
yrten,  xxvli 
irtola,  eol  de,  858 
Mtinf  in  Switzerland,  six 

—  in  Piedmont,  808 
xuri.  mont,  45  i 

ea,  Berzerie  de,  466 

s  del  Tor,  464 

aboi^e,  <ir  Zermatt,  848 

n^el  pan,  283 

ngelae.  462 

m]is,468 

alo^pann,  4U 

■amol,  464 

nnatin,  464 

&«.  479 

ftttignn,  281 

—*  to  Bliindens,  284 

€  de  Bar,  889 

«  St.  i>idier,  378.  428 

^  NouTean,  eol  da,  456 

vmia,  20d 

emoeello,  807 

emoa,  val  de,  456 

eqnartero,  881 

anyen,  368 

69,  le«,  400,410 

— ,  ▼■!  dea,  460 

6ic.le,2»0 

nta,160 

teure,  le.  Chamonnl,  S96 

ot^siant  vaUty$  of  Piedmont, 

100,464 

Ri,  glacier  de,  877 

>x,  plain  of,  378 

eelfe.  Sent  de  la,  430 

II  y,  182 

Itmenga  castle^  248 

Dt,  271,274 

icliiaTO,  280 

txay,  481 

Q. 

nxaxca.  val.  840 

araxxola,  val,  830 

umm,  829 

art,  ehdteaa,  869 

arten,  38 

Hrma,  chAtean  de,  467.   Vn- 

ure,  480 

»»nel,  Herr,  murder  oC  862 

[xat^en*  8ta«  88* 


»l>f  oaa.  284 
ioliteeU.  28 


BIDDB8. 

Bagats,314 

to  Saaa,  281 

Railwayi,  xxir 

Ramin  Grat,  248 

Randa,  847 

Ran(t,70 

Rani  de  Taehea,  zItIII 

Raniola.  eol,  845 

Rappen,  valley,  206 

Rapperaehwyl,    36.      Bridge, 

85 
Riterlchaboden,  96 
Baaracoram,  Auguata,  dte  of, 

20 
Rawin,lS7 

Hawyl,  pa«of,  185,  186 
Reaj{el,  346 

R^l,  au  birthplace,  441 
Reale,  eol  de,  420 
Realp,  101 
Realt,  cartle,  256 
Rechingen,  104 
Eleding,  Aloya,  59, 68, 281 
Reggio,  267 
Reifoledo,  822 
Reichenan.  88, 246,  254 

to  Splttgen,  864 

,  island  of,  24 

Relehenbaeh.  92. 98, 128^ 

,  eaatle  of,  8, 16 

k  fall*  of,  98 

,  bathi  of,  93 

Reiden,  18 

Reidenbaoh,  140 

Rekingen,  205 

Remofl,  276 

Remy,  St. ,  383.    Col  de,  890 

Kennendorf,  7 

RepcMoir,  vmllto  dn,  891 

Reati,  eaatle  of;  94 

Reuehenette,  7 

Reuae,  the^  156, 160.  Sonree  of, 

160 
Reuai^  river,  15, 17, 48, 50, 109, 

115,119.    Valley,  113 
Reaxonico,  319 
Rhtttikon,  281      ^ 
Rheineek,  213 
Rlieinfelden,  20 
Rheinvrald,  glacier,  265 
RhSmei,  val  de,  425.    Col  de, 

452 
Rhikr  at  Bade,  1.    Junction 

with  the  Aar,  80.    Falla  of, 

near  Schaffhaoaen,  21.     At 

Mayenfeld,217.    ^oroeao^ 

259,  265 
Rhoden,  221 
Rafiif  a,  aource  and  glacier  of, 

100. 
— —  at  Geneva.  1 65 
——,  Junction  with  Arre,  173 

Perte  dn,  164,  174 

,  at  Martignv,  192 

,  vallev  of  tha^  186, 195 

Ricbetli  past.  243 
Rlchimu,  233  .^ 

Riehtetawvl,  85 

to  Schwytx,  227 

Riddei,  192 


B088BEBCk 

Rieder  Alp,  106  ^^ 

Riedem,  838 

Riedtwvl,  15 

Kiffelberg,  348    ' 

RIffelhorn,  849 

Rifle-ahooting,  xllx  "^ 

RiGi,  the,  41.  Modaa  of 
cent,  42.  Statlona,  42.  N. 
D.  des  Nelgea  and  Hoapice, 
48.  Mad-torrent,  44.  Kalt- 
bad,44.  Sutera'  Fountain, 
44.  Sammit,  45.  Kalm 
inn.  45.  Panorama  fkom 
aammit,  46.  Spectre  ot;  47. 
Accidenta  on  the  aammit, 
47 

Rigi,  aaeenta  of  the— 
ftom  Goldan,  or  Arth,  42 
0    Immenaee,  43    , 
„    KnMnacht,  48 
,    Weggb,43 
„    Gersna,  44  I 
M    Piunan,  45 

RIgi  Vaodola,  184, 

Rima,338 

,  ool  di,  841 

RImaaco,  838 

Rlmella.  329 

Ripa,  river,  461 

Ripaille,  193 

Riaeten,  paai,  248 

Riatolaa,  467 

Ritter,  paa,  306 

Riva,  Uke  of,  321 

,  in  Val  Sesia,  329 

RIvait>lo,42l 

Riven,  815 

Roada  near  the  Alpa,  802^ 

Robenhauaen,  36 

Roc,  Fort,  373 

Rocca  Sparriera,  478 

Roche  Blanche,  430 

Carina,  449 

— —  Fendue,  la,  159 

Rochemelon,  the,  445 

Rodoretto,463      .. 

Rofla,  258 

KoUe,  178 

Remagnano^  824 

Romainmotier,  162 

Roman  remaina,  17, 18, 19,  80, 
167,  357,  367,  868,  S69,  871, 
887.417,4.18,416,450 

Romanche.  val,  457 

Ronuuueh  languaget  218 

Romanahom,  27,33 

to  Zarich,  33 

Romont,  148 

Ronco,  419,  492 

RimKella.  268  '^ 

Roraehach,  27,  212 

toCoire,  412 

to  Gala,  221 

RoaA,aioate,  332,  340, 858 

Roiana,val,  277 

Roaegg  glacier,  277 

RoMefn.  val,  241 

Roaenlaui,  92  ? 

Roesa.  col  della,  205 

BeiAerg,/aU  i{fthe,  55-58 
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UIUEZ. 


BOWBT. 

Ronet,  ool  de,  iS4 

BMtillon,  164 
BoMlnMre,  MO 
Hothemhurm,  990 
Rotliliorn  of  Urieiu,  94 
Rothkieutc^O 
Eotom,  lake,  S»l 
Rotsbog,  cutle  of,  M 
Bone,  CM  de  U,  444 
Roojie,  ool  du  Moot,  387 
RoogemoDt,  HO 
3ou){«t,  Wftterfall.  413 
Botumam    on    the     lake 


of 


Uienne,  IM ;  at  Motiera 
Tiavenjei ;  at  Geneva,  ITX; 
■t  Vevay,  IH3;  at  Clarent, 
183;  at  Cuitloti.  184;  at 
Mttillerie,  104;  at  Anneoy, 
436;  atChamliiry,  4<4i; 
Rouses,  les,  i64 

RoDTBM,SKCLSTOir,  xli 

— —  in  Piedmont  and  Savoy » 

804 
Roveredo,  867 
Ruans,X46 
Rudenz,  von,  8 
Rue,  147 
Ruete.  1 5 
Ramn,  81 
Hum.  X47 
Rumonaeh,  210 
Rttppen,813 
Riiaa,  la,  280 
Rosclilikon.  84 
Antli,  63 
Ruz,  val  de,  158 

6. 

Saane,  river,  188, 140,  I4l,  146, 

147 
Saanen  (Oesaonay),  138, 140 

to  Sion.  138 

Saas,  336 

Saaser  ViffMch,  837 

8aas;p»t,  335 

8aehin}{en,  80 

8achseln,  60 

tSacro     Munte     of     Yarallo, 

8»4.    Convent,  886,  327 

of  Orta,  327 

Sagirottx,  416 

8ais,colde,48l 

Salabertrand,  461 

Salenton,  4 1 4 

Salea,  St.  Friin^ois,  395,  436 

,  Pointe  du,  414 

Salive,  mont,  173 
Salins,  454 
Salle,  la,  373 
Sallencbes,  .H08 

,  waterfall,  180,  190 

to  I'HApiUl,  430 

Salt-mines,  187,  4dU 
Salucet,  or  Salusxo,  471 
Salvadore,  nionte,315,  317 
Nalvent,418 
Samaden.  69.  £71 

■  to  Naudeis,  878 

—  toTitano.X'6 


BCHt}PFEV. 

Samoent,  416 

Sampeyre,  478 

Sand-Alp,  pass,  887 

Sandliaeh,  rivt-r,  X3T 

Si nd  Unit,  211 

Sanetseh,  puss  of,  188 

Siinfironl.  470 

Sarduna,  glacier,  817 

Sanrans,3'',8l4 

tsamen,  68.    Lake  of,  68 

to  Engelberg  or  Meyrin- 

gen,  70 
Sarra.  eiiAtmo,  878 
Sa«aaneire,  36« 
Simina,  val, 828 
Sattli,  psiis,  in  1 

Sauce,  col  de  la,  407 
Sau^em,  7 

Saume,  col  de  la.  444 
Saut  du  Iloubs,  I&8 
Sanvabellin,  foreit,  181 
Savaranehe,  val,  3T4,  484 
Savien,  torren^  864, 865 
Saviese,  139 
Savines,  447 

Sa voT,  801 .    Routes  in,  804 
Saxe,  la,  batlis,  374 

,  mont,  375 

8axon-i4w- Bains,  192 

Scal'^tU  pass,  875 

Soanfk,  875 

Scarl-tlial.  976 

Sceaa  I'lana,  888 

Snewis,  288 

Scex,  487,  430.    Valley,  88 

Schalixieger  clieese,  835 

Si'hlclien,  71 

SL-h~cIienthal,114.8S9 

Schaiiau.  castle,  78 

ScHArvHAUSKX,  22.    Falls  of 

the  Khine,21 

•  to  Ifasle,  19 

— —  to  Constance,  98 

to  Zuridi,  W 

Schafloeh  cave,  80 
Schalbet,  801 

Schalflirg  Tlial.  918,  888, 283 
Schams,  vallev,  if56 
Scheideck,  leeser,  85 

,  great,  88 

Sehelhnen,  1 13,  116 
Schenlingen,  78 
Strh  ten  horn.  134 
Schiers.  882 
Seiiilihom,  84 
Sehindeleai.  887 
Schinner,  MaUhew,  ISl,  193 
Schtnttnach  bafhtt  16 
Schlagintweit,  MM.,  343 
Schli«*ren,  19 
!Sehniadri*>ach,  83 
Schmelilioden,  883 
Schmrnkon,  36 
Schollinen,  115 
SchOnbrann,  40 
Sclionegrund,  286 
SchtecklHVn,  88 
Sehrevenhaeh  (Uli,  836 
Schodls,  876 
Schujifen,  8 


nHL. 

Sebwanan,  castle  «f,  M 
Schtt«renl«rh,  l» 
Sehwartzhum,  •8,983 
Schwarrx  St«,  lit 
S«-hH«rcl>erg  elacicr.  858 
Schwar  se  Sve,  "sna,  3M> 
Srhvan  llior.  3S» 
Schweityerltall  i«lT-<mr1ci,S 
Schwrini^-l'eHte,    zlix,  71,  tl, 
Sehttyu,  59 

•  to  EinJciedHn,?87 

o^—  to  Gianis,  by  the  Mwrt- 

thai,  r3I 
Schyn  pKBS,  fM 
Scio'nsier,  Syl 
Scopa.  n-i9 
Scopella,  S89 
Srhynitfe  llatte.  81 
Sra,'  col  de  la,  4M 
Sea  Bianca,  46^ 
Seedorf,  I6I 
SeeHn^n-tbal,  186 
Seelikberx,  b3 
Seew^n,  59 
8«>ewiii,  284 
Segnes.  pass,  84S 

Spitf,  r44 

Sei^ne,  eol  de  In,  487 
NeilbMh.  93 
Selliwnft,  887 
Selva,  848 

Sembranrhier,  190,377 
Semeniina,  3iS 
Sempacii,  14 

,  battle,  14 

i  lake.  14 

Sempione.  1931,  188,  199.  SS 

Sennhutte,  Uv 

Senn»-ald,8l3 

Sen«,  rream  o^  144 

Sentis,  8^5 

Sepey, 148 

Sepi  Imer  pass,  961 

>erena,  col  de,  S89  ] 

SerK  486  I 

Senn*  nta,  ral,  1*9^  838 

Semens  xh8 

Semfr  Thai,  84S 

Serrant,  ri\er,  164 

Serri^res,  glen  of.  158 

Serue, 4«S 

Servettts,  death  of,  171 

Servos,  3*44 

—  to  Geneva,  414 

Sesia,  val,  38S,  ^rt 

8estri«res.colde,46t.  VJ 

4f>8 
Sewelen,  813 
Sex,  I'orte  dn,  188 
Sexmadan,  84« 
Sevon.  enrice  u(  IM 
^yvsel,  164 
Sidera,  133,  188 
Sidelhorn,  ICO 
SidU  alp,  101 
Sierre.    f^S.  139;  198,  S$6 
Signal,  the^  47 

Knppe,  340^  353 

Signau,  78 

Sihl,  river,  19,  S^  40, 47 
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8IHL. 

ihl.  Tale,  48 
blbrricke,  40 
IberhSf  ner,  88 
BneD,  1 15 

ab,  villaittf  and  lake,  27S,  S73 
lU-a  Plana,  s<«J»,  «73.  Lake,  373 
ilver  min*^  of  Cereaol,  4S3 
ilvio,  monte.S.H 
mmen,  tourre  oC  136 
mxnenvvif,  ra^tta  of,  140 
mnaentlial,  \Ab,  139 
MHIX^M  MOJkD,  193,  1B8,  19», 
200 

—  hoBpfce,  201 

—  TillaKe,  2U3 

on.  'M 

—  *io  liex,  by  Diablerefa,  1 96 
•^  tu  Domo  <i'Ot«ola,  by  the 
Simplon,  198 

—  •to  Than,  by  the  Rawvl, 
135 

—  •to  Saanen,  by  the  Sa- 
netsch,  1.-8 
— ,  moot,  4S> 
-^ ,  Pas,  430 
aflen,  151 
iMii-h,  13 
tten.  192 

\$er,  valley,  210.    Biver,  tIm 
»r,  224 
ct,  414 
—,  Talley  of,  413 

—  to  Monthey,  419 
eleton  toon,  xiii,  304 
ite-i|aarri«a  in  the  Flatten- 
benr*  ^43 
do  of  Alpnach,  06 
o«r>line,  ivi 
ovr,  re'i,  Ix 
ow-ctorms,  Izvi 
anna,  v«l,  48U 
tXJM^  267 

detea  de  Dimanche,  xWii 
LK  URE,  9.    ()ath«Mlral,  dock* 
jDwer,  ar««nal,  muaeum*  10 
^  to  Bieiine,  12 
~  •  to  Basle,  9 
Dtliam,  10 
nvix.  248 
K4>bo«,  7 
idrio,  9tT2 
Tebois,  col  de^  362 
ev.  vhI,  3-:U 
ilalez,  196 
rhi^re,  6 
Irene,  422 
ictre  of  tlie  RigV  47 
ler,  37 
icher,  222 
tta,  cattle  of,  79 
ctawvler,  79 
na,  2'S3 
ringen.  240 
r»e,  «40 

uifen,  2'j8 
>  to  Hans,  263 
.  •  to  ( 'oire,  259 
.  to  UelUnsona,  26i 


.  sOss. 

Splfliren  to  Chiavenna,  t61 
Slaad,  138 
StacbelboVf  bathi.  286 

to   lirij^ela,  by  the  Kia- 

tengnit,  242 

to  AJtorf,  240 

to  Diaentia,  241 

to  Beichenan.  248 

>^tNel,  Madame  de^  178 
St^ra,  35 

StaflVIIwiv,  340 
Sralden,  347 
StajTf ,  264 
SUIU.  268 

Stalvedro,  glen  of,  120 
Stant,  67  ;  to  Engelberg,  108 
Stanxstadt,  66, 108 
StSiibi,  240 
SiMuhlKieli,  82,  83 
Staaflk«:her,  Wemer,  63,  231 
Steanners — 
on  UkeofBrleni,98 
on  lake  of  Como,  323 
at  Comtanpe,  26 
on  Uke  of  Gotiatanee.  26 
on  lake  of  Geneva,  169. 176. 

193 
at  Lanamne,  181 
on  lake  of  Lucerne,  62,  60, 

lOM,  1)2, 114. 
on  la^o  MaK^iore,  309,  312 
on  lake  or  Morat,  !48 
on  lake  of  Neucbfttel,  154 
at  Runcbaeb,  218 
at  y.ag.  40 
at  Zurich,  S3,  34 
Stechelbev);.  128 
Steckbiirn,  24 
Siein,  2.^  1 1 1 
Steinach,  210        * 
Steinberg  Alp,  I2S 
Stetnen,  110,231 
Stein  haasalp.  102 
Sieinhauahorn,  102 
Sti*in8l>pric,  eastle,  275 
Srelvio,  road  of  the,  328 
Steplian,  St.,  140 
sitierenlMich,  109 
Stock,  103 

Xtockalper,  canal,  199 
Stock  liorn,  78,  79,  128,  849 
Storeux,  pa»a,  7o,  109 
St'iaa,  213 

stralileck,  pMi  of  the,  101 
Slrahlhom.  355 
StrHttliiiyen,  tower  o^  128 
Strvla.  paaa.  282 
Strpaa,8UT,  310 
Stretta.  la,  paxa,  279 
Srrim,  valley,  250 
Strona,  river,  307 

.  val  and  village,  888 

Stroppo,  473 
Stnnde,  length  ot,  xvii 
Stara,the,  473,  475 
Sulpice,  St.,  160 
Siirenen,  pus  of,  109 
Sunc^,  14 

S.isa,444.    Valley,  461 
SUaa,  275, 284 


THITILES. 

Socielle.  346 
Suaten,  nnaaof,  110 

,  village,  198 

Saatenhom,  102,  110 
Suwarrouf's  monk  over  the  St. 

Oothard,  109,  113,  116,  120. 

Acnw  the  Kinxig  Kulm,  232. 

Semft  tiial,  245 
Suxcrivrt-,  7,  12 
i'ift»,  origin  of  the  name.  60. 

«B«*13,xliv 
SWITXCRI.AIVD.     latrodoctorr 

Infonaation,  xi 

T, 

Taeoney  glader,  894 
Tarqui,  col  de,  4»7 
Tfi^fertache,  72 
TaldfVe  glacier,  398 
Talloirea,  437 
Tamlna,  214 
Tamina,  246 
THnningea,4l8 
Tanzenburg,  81 
Taraap,  276 
Tarentaise,  449 
Taach,  848 

glacier,  358 

TSachbom,  337 

Tavannea,  7 

Tavetach,  248 

Te^fviate,  260    - 

Telchenliom,  344 

Tkli.,    WihLiAir,    bIrthplMe, 

114.    Landa  on  the  Platte. 

64.      Shoots    Geaaler,     64. 

Steene    of    hia    deeds,    61 

Death,  114 

Teir^  chapel,  55,  64 

T^-U's  Country,  61 

Tellenburg,  castle  of,  128 

Tempe.  rol  de  la.  48L 
Teiiay,  164 

Tendre.  mont.  163 
Terniignon.  456 
Terrifet,  184 
Terxen,  88 
Tessin  vale,  314 
TSte  Blanclie,  353 
T8te  Noire,  4o2 
- — to  Martigny,  412 
Teufelstein.  115 
TeiiPen,  228 
Thabor,  mont,  444 
ThaUvl.  35 

Thihaud  de  Coax,  439 

""l^fha"  ^*»*»  »«▼».  8,158, 
155,  156 

Thiengen,  20 

Thiermatten.  138 

Thomas,  Dnke  of  Shvor,  monii- 

ment  of,  371 
Thones,  valley  of,  437 
Tbonon, 193 

to  Sixt,  194 

Thorwaldaen's  Lion.  02 
Thnilei^  477 


498 


TSn>FXs 


THUH. 

Thxtv,  78 

k  lake  of,  79  9 

to  Interlaken,  79 

to  Leuk,  1*7 

— ~  to  Vevay,  by  the  Simmeti- 

thal,  IS9 
— —  to  Sion  or  Sierre,  1 S5 
Thar  riTer,88, 210. 826.  Suuzce^ 

2x7 
ThuTKOTia,  canton,  26,  33 
Th  nidi,  256 
Tieino,   river,    120.   122,  309. 

Valley,  812, 813 
Tiefenau,  77 
Tiefinikasten,  288 
Tignat,4b2.    Valde,45t 
Tine  pan.  140 
Timbre,  rivulet,  186 
Tinea,  let,  401,  410 
Tinnevergea,  pic  de,  416 ;  ool 

de.  41b 
Tirano,  281 
Titlia,  108 
TSdibetg,  237, 241 
Todten  See,  100 
Togxenburg,  227 
Tondo  Ripario.  31 1 
Torembec,38T 
Tomo,  820 
Tocrent.  Tal  de,  860 
— ,  paa  de,  369 
Torrenthom,  182 
7ofa,  river,  203. 807, 330.  Falh 

qf,207 
Toaa,  valley  and  convent,  28 
Tour,  la,  418.464.    Col  de,  477 
Tour  de  Peili,  188 
Touillea,  col  de,  448 
Tourbillon  caatle,  192 
Toumanche,  val,  858 
Toortemagne,  184, 198.  Valley, 

Sft9 

toRippel,  183 

—  to  the  ^Kiacbhom,  204 
Totraa,  Skelrton,  xii,  304 
Tooaaaint  rOuvertora,  160 
Towna,  Swlaa,  xlvii 
Tntchael  Lauinen,  84 
TraoeUing  in  SwitxerUmdt  f  12, 

zxxii 
Travera,  val,  160 
Traverae,  462 
Traveraette,  eol  de  la,  468 
Tr^lat8te,  glacier,  408 
Trildchant,  404,  410 
Tremecxo,  320 
Tremola,val,  120 
Tiemolite,  mineral,  ISO 
Trhor  at  Aoata,  371 
Trepalle,  279 
Trient,  190,  411. 
Trift  glacier,  8M 

in  the  Uadmenthal,  109 

Trimlaeh,  valley,  13 
Trinquent,  418 
Triolet,  889         ^ 
Trogen,  223 
Trotfne,  864 
Trola  Torrent*,  417 
Trooohet,  la,  469 


VADUZ, 

TrttbSee,  111 
Trtibaehachen.  71 
Trfimmelbach,  84 
Trflns,  247 
TrUtrlbherg,  187 
Tachiamot,  248 
Tachierf,  276 
Tadiingel  glacier,  123 

hamlet,  127 

Tritt,184 

Tnile,  U.  de  Ste.  Fol,  427 

Tuille,la,  42n.  4&1 

Tunnel   through  Alpa,  xzlv, 

Tui^.  18 

Tnrioum.  aite  of,  89 
TURIH,  446 

to  Aoata,  366 

^  to  Chambery,  442 

to  Coormayeor,  366 

TUrl,  Ukeof.  48 
Turlo  paaa,  338,  339 
Turtman,  134.  198, 204 
Tuitman-thal.  359 

to  Binlbch-thal,  359 

Tuaia,  2fti 

Twann,  155 

TyndaU,  FMlbanr.  f  16,  W 


U. 

Ubaye,  valley  of,  475,  479 
Ubayette,  river,  475 
Ueilibezg.  82 
Ugme,  431,  443 
Ulrichen,  104 
Ultimum,  aite  of,  18 
Unapunnen,  castle  of,  83 
Unteraar  Gletacher,  99 
Unter  •  Hanenateln   pai^    13. 

Tunnel,  18 
Unter-Sehachen,  240 
Unteraee,  24 
Unteneen,  80 
Untere  Kothhom,  350 
Unterwalden,  67 
Uomo  paaa,  x5l 
UrbacVvalley  of,  96, 108 
Urbicennm,  aite  of,  168 
Uri,bay  of,68 
— ,  canton  of,  113, 114 

-.gallery  of,  117 

Uri  Rothttock,  65 

Umer  Boden,  240 

Umerloch,  117 

Uraeren,  valley  and  v01ag«  of, 

117,118 
Uaeigne,  364 
Uaaea,  river,  435 
Uater,  86 
Usnach,  36 

V. 

Vachette,  la,  460 
Vadura,  217 
VaduB,  214,  221 


Val  Ofilne,  418 
Valaia,  189, 193 

,  Upper,  1M 

Valetta.  paaa^  2il 
Valette,  377 
ValUiaan.  489 
Vallante,  eol  de^  471 
Valleae.  34«,  345, 3CT 
Vallengin,  158 
Valleya,  8wi«^  xUI 
Valnobe,  val,418 
ValpeUinc,36a^a87 
Valpeiga,  421 
Val  Fii,4S0 
Valprato,  420 
VaU,263 

Valaeiberg.  263, 16» 
Valaerine;  174 
Valtsliae^  881 
Vaaderana,  147 
Vanoiae  paaa,  455 
Vanoaai,  asheacoa  v< 
Vanaone,  331 
FaraUo.SH 
——to  Alagaai,829 

to  Val  Annaa. 

-— >*  to  Anna,  323 

•  to  Baveno^  828 

Varen,  133 

Varenna,328 

Varena,  aigniOe  At,  398 

Vanone,  val,  331 

Vara,  col  le,  479  | 

Vittk,2l7,843 

Vaud.  canton,  146^  142.  Vi  '.^ 

VauMt     vallay%    SuO,  4S 

march  oftlhc^  448,  461      | 
VMa^r,S8l 

Vanlion,  162  | 

Vedra^  valley,  208 
Vexeiio^  va^Sil  I 

Velan,  mont,  188,878 
Venadio,  474 
Venaaea,4T8 
Venets,  M.,  388 
Venoge,  valley,  1ST 
Veno«^48S 
Veran,  St.,  480 
Veidon,  wdley,  478 
Vereina,  naa^  281 
Verena,  St.,  chapel 

milage,  11 
Vermiana,  glacier,  418 
Vemai,  lake.  429 
Vemant,  189 
Veraa^ai,  188,412 
Vemai,  194 
Vernes,  184 
Vemey,  444 
Verrex,  868 
Venlma  de  Jovx,  160 

deSiiiaBO,160 

Venam,  v64 
Veraamer  Tebel.  864 
Vera  I'Egliv,  148 
VeKk>U,  178 

1  river,  ra,  407,  4n 

Verte,  aigidlK  89« 
Veraaaca,vaDey,S13 
Veaaoney,  ool,  889 
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INDEX. 


ZttRICH. 

dnl.  99.    Plan  of  towi^  30. 

Library,    81.     Araenal,  81. 

Uuiverrity,  31.  Promenades, 
■    81.     Botanioal  Garden,  31. 

Environi,  88.    Reformation 

at,    38.    Manufactures,   38. 

Railways  and  steamboats,  S3 
Zttrich.  lake  of,  34 
to  St.  Gall  and  Rorsehaeh, 

810 


zOrichbeboen. 

Ziirich  to  Berne,  by  Baden,  88 

'— -  to  Rasata,  84 

to  Coire,  by  the  lake  of 

Zarich,  34 
to  Lucerne  or  the  RigS,  bv 

HoiKen,  Zug,  ahd  Immensee, 

39 
— —  to    Ltieeme,    over    the 

A  Ibis,  or  by  railway,  47 
Zttriehbeigen,  gold-mine^  808 


ZnimeKein,  SM 
Zurmeta,  875  ' 

Zat^  874 

ZweilutseUnen,  8t 
Zveisimmen,  1  S«,  140 
ZwimffK  at  Zanch,  <9. 
His    birthplace.    tt7, 
death  at  Kappal,  4« 
Zwini^Uri,  lU 
Zwir](hi,9S 
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